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Class C— 1838-9. 



CORRESPONDENCE 

WITH 

FOREIGN POWERS, 



PAATISS TO CONVENTIONS. 



FRANCE. 



No. 1. 
M. de Bourqueney to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 14.) 

My IiORD, Londres, Mai 12, 1838. 

Unb iiiformation judiciaire s'instruit k ce moment k Bordeaux, contre Tar- 
mateur el I'equipaffe du brick le " Voltigeur,'' pour participation a la traite des 
noirs. II r^sulte des declarations faites par deux matelots, que le ^^Voltigeur^* 
au moment ou il transportait a la Havane, sous Pavilion Portugais, un charge- 
ment de noirs, aurait fete capturfe en Juin 1837, par la GoSlette de guerre le " Grif- 
fon," et conduit k la Dominique. Le Gouvernement Anglais doit possfeder sur 
cette affaire des renseignements nfecessaires k la procedure qui s'instruit ; et je viens. 
My Lord, au nom de mon Gouvernement, prier votre Excellence de vouloir bien 
me mettre a m^me de transmettre a Paris les documens, qui seraient directement 
parvenus a Tadministration Anglaise. 

Veuillez agreer, My Lord, &c. 

(Signfe) BOURQUENEY. 

Son Excellence le Vicomte Palmerstorij G.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fci 8fc. 

(Translation.) 
Mt Lord, London^ May 12, 1838. 

A JUDICIAL process is now in progress at Bordeaux against the fitter out, 
and the crew of the brig, the *' VottigeuTy* for being concerned in the Slave 
Trade. From the declarations made by two sailors, it results, that the " ^o/ft- 
geur^'^ while transporting a cargo of slaves to the Havana, under the Por- 
tuguese flag, was captured, in June 1837, by the sloop of war " Griffon," and car- 
ried into Dominica. The English Government probably have some information as 
to this Affair, which would be necessary in the proceedings now in progress ; and I am 
now, my Loi*d, to ask in the name of my Government, that your Excellency will be 
kind enough to enable me to transmit to Paris the documents which may liave 
come direct to the English administration. 

Accept, my Lord, &c. 
(Signed) BOURQUENEY. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
cfc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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2 FRANCE. 

No. 2. 
Viscount Palmerston to Earl Granville. 

My Lord, Foreign Office, May 2^th, 1838. 

I HEREWITH tranflBOt, for your kiformatioii, tkree oopies of two series of 
papers relating to the Slave Trade, which have heen presented to the two Houses 
of Parliament during the present Session, by Her Majesty's command. 

I«m, &e. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

To His Excellency Earl GrawiHe, O.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 3. 

Viscount Palmerston to Earl Granville. 

My Lord, Foreign Office, June 9, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a resolution, which was voted 
unanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th of May, 1838, for an address 
to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade, and a copy of the answer, which, on the 23d 
of the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to that address. 

You will see, from these papers, the unceasing and anxious desire of the Parlia- 
ment and Government of tlus country, for the extinction of the traffic in Slaves. 

I am commanded by Her Majesty to instruct you, to oommunicale these papers 
to the Fresich Oovemmemt, and earnestly to press upon them the immediate oca* 
elusion of the ne|;otiations, with which you are charged on this subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signec]^ . PALMERSTON. 

T0 His EjKwikncy Ea$i GrtmvUk, GMM. 

^c# ^. Sfc. 



No. 4. 
Earl Granville to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received June ISth.) 

My liORD, Paris, June I5th, 1838. 

I YESTERDAY received your Lordship's Despatch, Slave Trade, of the dtii 
June ; and I have this day, in conformity to the instructions contained in it, com- 
municated to Count Mole the resolution unanimously voted by the House of Commons 
on the 10th of May, 1838, for an address to Her Majesty upon the Slave Trade, 
and the answer which Her Majesty was pleased to return to that address. 

I, at the same time, expressed my hope to the French Minister, that this mani- 
festation of the unceasing and an:dous desire of the British Parliament and British 
Government, fcft the extinction of the traffic in Slaves, would be met by a corres- 
ponding feeling in France ; and that the French Government, considering how 
inefficacious had been the means hitherto employed for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade, will be disposed to concur in the adoption of such further measures, 
as may appear best calculated to effect its entire abolition : and I particularly called 
His Excellency's attention to the length of time which had elapsed, since I ad- 
dressed to the French Government a note, proposing a draft of a treaty between 
the five great Powers for the entire suppression of the Slave Trade, and to which 
note no answer had been as yet returned. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
8fc. Sfc. Sfc. 
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FRATiCK 3 

No. 5- 

Vucount Palmerstan to M. Bourquenet/. 

Foreign Office^ August 2rf, 1838. 
The Undersigned, &c. has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the 
note, which was addressed to him on the 12th of May, 1838, by M. Bourqueney, 
&c., requesting such information and documents, as Her Majesty's Government 
may be able to procure, in aid of judicial proceedings in the case of the French 
brig '' Le VolHgeur,'' stated to liyavt been captured in June, 1837, by Her Ma- 
jesty's ship "Griffon," while transporting a cargo of negroes to the Havana, 
under Portuguese colours. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty were requested to send to this office, 
for communication to M. Bourqueney all the papers which they possessed on the 
subject. 

But the Admiralty hai^^ answered, that they possess &«* information on the sub- 
ject of the " VoUigeur^' Their Lordships have therefore been requested t» 
Ufltitute an inquiry into the circumstances of the case, and to send to this office 
any informatioa which can be obtained about it 

The undersigned will lose no time in communicating to M. de Bourqueney the 
result of these further inquiries*. 

The Undersigned, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

M. de Bourqueney, 

Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 6. 
Viscount Pedmerston to Earl Chra$wille. 

My Lord, Foreign Office^ November 6, 1838. 

I AM informed by a Despatch, which I have recently received from Her 
M^Bsty's Charge d' Affaires in Brazil, that Baron Rouen, the French Minister 
at Kio de Janeiro, has addressed a note to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, in which he supports the representations, made by Mr. Ouseley for ue 
purpose of inducing the Brazilian Government to issue to the Brazilian Members 
of tne Mixed Slave Trade Commission instructions, similar to those which the 
British Members of that Commission have received, relative to the conditions which 
are to entitle a vessel, sailing under the Portuguese flag, to be conddered a Portu^ 
guese vessel. 

And I have to instruct your Excellency to convey to the French Minister, the 
expression of tiie Aanks of Her Majesty's Government, for the cordial assistance 
wmch Baron Rouen afforded to Mr. Ouseley on the occasion in question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

His EjcceOenay Earl GrannUle, Q.CM. 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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DENMARK- 



No. 7. 

f^Ucount Palmerston to Sir H. W. Wynn. 

SfK, Foreign Offi.ee, 9Aih -May, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit, for your information, a copy of two series of Papers 
relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses of 
Parliament, during the present session, J)y Her Majesty's command. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

To Sir H. JV. Wynn, 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 8. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir H. W. TVynn. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 28, 1838. 

It appears from a communication, which I have recently received from 
Her Majesty's Commissioners at the Havana, that the Spanish Schooner " Con la 
Boca,'' Ferreira, master, arrived at the Havana on the 26th of February, 1838, 
from Africa ; that it was stated, that in her way from Africa she had stopped 
at the Danish island of St. Thomas, and that she had landed her cargo of slaves 
at the last^mentioned possession. You will communicate this statement to the 
Danish Government, and suggest to them to cause inquiry to be made into the 
facts of the case, with a view to put a stop to practices of Slave Trade in the 
Danish West India colonies. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

To Sir H. TV. Wynn, 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 9. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir H. W. TVynn. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 9, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a Resolution, which was voted 
unanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th of May, 1838, for an 
address to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade, and a copy of the answer whidi, 
on the 23rd of the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to that 
Address. 

You will see from these Papers the unceasing and anxious desire of the Par- 
liament and Government of tms country, for the extinction of the traffic in 
slaves. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sir H. TV. TVynn, 
8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DENMARK. 5 

No. 10. 
Sir H. JV. fVynn to Visewmt PalmerHon. — (Received June 19.) 

My Lord, Copenhagen, June Ist^ 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's 
Pefipatches of this series^ dated the 19th of April and the 24th of May : — the first, 
cbYering copies of Treaties concluded with Holland and the Hanse Towns re- 
spectively for the prevention of the traffic in Slaves : — and the other, covering two 
series of papers, relating to the Slave Trade presented to Parliament during 
the present session. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. W. W. WYNN. 

The Bight Hon. Viscount Palmerston, O. C:B. 

8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 11. 
Sir H. TV. JVynn to Viscount Pabnerston. — (Received June I9th.) 

My Lord, Copenhagen, June 9th, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Des- 
patch, of this Series, dated the 28th ultimo, relating to the disembarkation of Slaves 
at the Danish Island of St. Thomas, from on board the Spanish schooner '' Con la 
Boca.'' In compliance with your Lordship's orders, I have addressed the 
enclosed note to the Danish Minister, and your Lordship may rest satisfied that 
the strictest inquiry will be directed to be made into the case. In the mean- 
time, I have had a conversation on the subject with a person just returned from 
St Croix, where he held a confidential official situation ; he professed himself 
ignorant of anything of the kind, which could hardly have occurred without it's 
coming to his knowledge. He suspects that the master has made this declaration 
at the Havana, in order to conceal more nefarious practices during the voyage. 

The price of slaves is at present so low in the Danish West India Ccuonies, 
that nothing but the circumstance of being chased would induce a slave trader to 
bring them there ; and he would then probably seek temporary refuge in one of 
the neighbouring keys or rocky islands which afford harbours. 

I have, &c. 



The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



(Signed) H. W. W. WYNN. 



Enclosure in No. 11. 

Sir H. FV. TVynn to M. de Krabbe. 

Copenhagen, 5th June, 1838. 

The undersigned. Her Britannic Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, has received orders to inform his Excellency M. de 
Crabbe Carisius, that from communications lately received from Her Mwesty's 
Commissioners at the Havana^ it appears that the Spanish schooner *^ Con la Boca,'* 
Ferreira master, arrived there on the 28th of February, and that it was stated, that 
on her way from Africa she had stopped at the Island of St. Thomas^ and had there 
disposed of her cargo of slaves. 

In bringing this circumstance to the knowledge of M. de Crabbe, the under- 
signed has been instructed to express the conviction of Her Majesty's Government, 
that every inquiry will be made into the truth of these alleged facts, with a view to 
putting an effectual stop to practices of Slave Trade in we Danish West India 
colonies. 

The undersigned, &c. 

His Excellency M. de Krabbe Carisius, (Signed) H. W. W. WYNN. 

Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ft inbnmaeqk: 

N«. 12. 
SirH. W^ WyM ft^ VifKmmt Fkkmsntam.^Reeewed Jufy 14.) 

Mt Lors^ Copenhagen, 7th July, 183& 

I BA^m the^ hMMac to eBckise a note, which I have oeceiyed from M. de 
Kabbe Carnns, in. aeawear) toi that which I addnaimJ to him on tha aubiefltcf 
Urn auppoaed landing of ahv^ea atSt ThoinasyjEDaBi on boaid die Spaaish m&^mm 

Your Lonkfaip will dbeexTOr that the BamBh Minister promiaes thiA awry inr 

Suiry shall be made into the case ; but that by the regular lists of arriFiJs and 
epartures received from St. Thomas ft appears, that the ** Con le Boca'' arrived 
there on the llth of February, in: ballast, and sailed again the next day, having 
only landed four passengers. 

I have, &o. 
(Signed) H. W. W. WYNN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 

S^c. Sfc. Sfc. 



First Enclosure in No. 12. 
M. de Krabbeto Sir H. W. Wynn., 

MomaEUR LB C'HEYALIER, Gopenhagcn^ ee 2Z Juifir 1838* 

J*AI rhonneur de vous pn^venir, en r6ponse a Toffice que vous avez bien 
voulu m'adresser, en date du ffdu courant, oue j'ai d'abord engag^ I'antorit^ cwn- 
p^tente a faire faire des recherches a St. Thomas, pour decouvrir si le batiment 
fespagnol " Con la Boca" Capitaine Ferreira, y auroit effectivement debarqu6 et 
vendu une cargaison d'esclaves^ et pour faire poursuivre les coupables selon la 
riguer deslois. Aussitot que je serai informe du r^sultat de ces recherche9,jie 
m^mpresserai. Monsieur le Chevalier^ de vous en faire part, mais je dois n^anmoins 

Sorter prealablement a votre connaissance, que la Chambre Royale des Douanes et 
e Commerce vient de recevoir de St. Thomas un rapport, d'apr^s lequel le dit 
batiment, de la capacity de 115 tonneaux, y seroit entr6 le 11 Fevrier dernier sur 
son lest, sans aucune cargaison quelconque, et qu'il seroit reparti le lendemain, en 
ne d^barquant a St. Thomas que 4 passagers, qu*il avait ei^s a son bord. 

Agr^ez, &c. 
Sir H. W. Wynn, (Signfe) KRABBE CARISIUS. 

^e. ^c. ^e. 



Second Enclosure in No 12. 
(Translation.) M. de Krabbe to Sir H. W. Wynn. 

Monsieur le Chevauhrv Copenhagen, June 22, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, in reply to the note which you kindly 
addressed to me under date of the dth instant, that I have already desired the 
proper authority to cause inquiries- to be made at St. Thomas, to discover whether 
the Spanish vessel '' Con la Boca,'' Captain Ferreira, (fid really disembark and sella 
eargo of slaves there, and to cause the guilty parties to be prosecuted with the rigonr 
of £e laws. As soon as I shall be inmrmed of the result of these inquiries, I maU 
hasten to communicate the same to you ; but I must, nevertheless, in me first placQ 
bring to your knowledge, that the Koyal Chamber of Customs and Commerce has 
just received from St Thomas a report, according to which the said vessel, of 115 
tons burthen, entered in ballast on the lltih of February last, without any cargo 
whatever, and departed thence the next day, only landing at St. Thomas four pM- 
sengprs whom die h£l on board. 

Accept, 8fc. 
Sir H. TV. TVynn, (Signed) KRABBE CARISIU&. 

&;c. Sfc. Sfc. 
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No. 18. 

Sir H. W. Wynn te Viscount PahnerHon. — {Itecehed Junuary 28.) 

Us Lord, Copenhagen^ January 4th, 1839. 

In reference to my Despatches of thk series, dated tbe-9th June and the 
7th July, 1838, 1 have the honour to enclose * note from M. de Krabbe, covering a 
wpy of the exammations which have taken place at St. Thomas, on the subject of 
like Spanigfti schooner " Con la Boca/* from on board which it was suspected that 
slaves had been landed. 

Your Lordship will observe, that there does not appear to have been any ground 
for this accusation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. W- W. WYNN. 

The Ri^t Hon. Fiecoumt Falmereton, G.CJB^ 
ifc. Sfc. Sfc 



First Endesure in No. 13. 

M. de Krabbe to Sir H. JV. Wynn. 
MoNSfEUR Le Chevalier, {No date.) 

C*est en me refS&rant a mon office du 22 Juin dernier, que j'ai I'honneiir 
aujourd'hui de vous faire parvenir ci joint, le proces verbal des interrogatoires du 
Tribunal de lisle de St Thomas, qui ont eu Ueu pour decoawir si le batinent 
Espngnol ^^ Con Im Boca,'' Capt. Ferreira, aursdt effectivement ddmrqu^ et vendu 
dans fisle, ime cargaison d*esclaves. D'apres les depositions des temoins, on ne 
saurak a^nettre au'un tel fait e(it eu lieu, et il y a une circonstance qui semble 
devoir lever tons les doutes a cet egard, c'est que le navire 6tait muni de papiers 
de bord des outorit^ Anglaises, prouvant qu'il vint sur son lest de Sierra JLeone^ 
d*ou on ne pent supposer que le Gouvemeur de Sa Majesty Britannique pouvait 
permcfttre Texportation d'esdaves. 

Veuillez recevwr, &c. 
(Sign*) KRABBE CARISIUS. 

To Sir H. fF. fTynn, 
S^. 8fc. 8fc. 

(TranslatioD.) 

MoimiEUR Le Chevalier, {No date.) 

It is with reference to my letter of the 22nd June last, that I have now 
the honour to send to you herewith the proc6s-verbal of the examination, which 
took place before the Tribunal of the Island of St. Thomas, for the purpose of 
discovering if the Spanish vessel "Con la Boca,' Captain Ferreira, had really 
disembarked and sold a cargo of slaves in that Island. 

According to the depositions of the witnesses, it cannot be admitted that such a 
thin^ took place ; and there is one circumstance, which apparently ought to remove 
all doubt in this respect, and that is, that the vessel was furnished with papers from 
the authorities at Sierra Leone, proving that she came in ballast from Sierra Leone, 
from which place it cannot be supposed that Her Britannic Majesty's Governor 
would permit the export of slaves. 

x^ccent &c 
(Signed) ' KRABBE CARISIUS. 
To Sir H. W. Wynn, 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Second Enclosure in No. 13. 

Minutes of Evidence token in the PoUce Courts at St Thomas. 

I, Hans Henrich Berg, Knight of the Dannebrog, and of the Legion of 
Honour, Councillor of State, Town SheriflF, and Master of Police in the Juris- 
diction of St. Thomas, do hereby certify, that on the 5th October, 1838, at one 
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o'clock, p. m., the Police Court of St. Thomas was opened, held, and administered 
by the undersigned, in presence of the witnesses Hoyer and Brixen, when the 
Court proceeded to the folio winff 

Examination of Evidence, for tne purpose of investigating the truth of a report^ 
that a Spanish schooner, *' Con la Boca,'' Captain Ferreira, had touched at 
this Island, and there sold a cargo of slaves. 

The Police Master produced the Government order for instituting this examina- 
tion, together with the letter therein referred to from the Royal General Board of 
Customs and Commerce. 

The said documents are worded as follows : 

Translation of the Government Order. 

His Excellency the Governor-General has written to me under date the 20th 
instant, as follows : 

*' In transmitting the accompanying letter from the Royal General Board of 
Customs and Commerce, of the 19th January this year, I have, in conformity with 
the tenor of the same, to request you Avill cause an accurate investigation to be 
made, as to how far what has been reported concerning the cargo of slaves men- 
tioned in the same, is founded in truth, and that you will send information here of 
the result as soon as possible. 

In reference to the above, and transmitting along with this the above-mentioned 
letter from the Qeneral Board of Customs and Commerce, I have to request you 
to institute the investigation commanded, and thereafter, as soon as possible, to 
communicate the result here. 

Government of St. Thomas and St. John's, St. Thomas, 24th Sept. 1838. 
To M. PoUce Master Gad. F. OXHOLM. 

Produced in the Police Court of St. Thomas, 5th October, 1838. 

H. H. BERG. 

Translation of the hettef from the General Board of Customs and Commerce* 

The Department of Foreign Affairs has informed this Board, that the British 
Ambassador here has repoi*ted to the same, that the British Commissioners estab- 
lished at Havana for the suppression of the Slave Trade, have reported that a Spanish 
schooner, " Can la Boca.'' Captain Ferreira, which came to Havana on the 28th 
February this year, did, on her voyage from Africa, call at St. Thoinas, where the 
cargo of slaves she had on board was sold. 

On this occasion, this Board, at the instance of the Foreign Department, must 
request the Governor-General to cause an investigation to be made as to whether 
this is really the case ; and if so, to proceed against the parties concerned accord- 
ing to law. 

The General Board hopes to receive the earliest possible infprmation of the 
result of this. 

General Board of Customs and Commerce, I9th June, 1838. 
SCHMANN, WEDEL, 

THONNING, FRANCKE, 

MALLING, PRUESSER. 

To the General Government of the Danish JVest India Islands. 

Produced in the Police Court of St. Thomas, 5th October, 1838. 

H. H. BERG. 

In reference to the above, the Police Master had "requested the Royal Custom 
house, and also the Harbour Office, to communicate to him such elucidations as 
they might be able to furnish ; in consequence of whidi he yesterday received from 
the Custom-housOi and to-day from the Harbour Office, the reports which are now 
produced. 

These reports are worded as follows : 

Translation of tJte Report from the Custom-house. 

Your Honour has requested me to transmit you all the information which the 

Custom-house is able to furnish respecting a Spanish schooner called " Cori la 

Boca," which, according to the information sent to the General Board of Customs 

and Commerce^ arrived at Havana on the 28th February this year, and on her way 
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from Africa touched at St. Thomas, where it is said that the cargo of slaves that 
she had on board was sold. 

According to what is shown by the Custom-house books, the said schooner 
" Con la Boca,'* Captain Ferreira, having arrived here on Sunday the 11th Feb- 
ruary this year, was cleared in on the 12th, in ballast from Sierra Leone, and on 
the same day was cleared out again in ballast to Havana. Both the inward and 
outward entries were made through the broker's oflGice ; and it folloAvs as a matter 
of course, that the Captain must have exhibited a clearance and other ship's papers 
issued at Sierra Leone, from which place I presume that no slaves can possibly 
be exported. 

On the days in question I was at St. Croix, but my clerk, at the broker's office, 
assures me that the schooner's papers from Sierra Leone were in complete order, 
that the Captain himself made the clearance, and that no one accompanied him to 
the Custom-house. 

As during a long period of years no vessel with slaves had called at St. Thomas, 
the arrival of such a cargo must have awakened general attention ; but I have 
never heard any surmise of such a thing having happened, and one should think 
that nobody here would venture to have anything whatever to do with this dis- 
graceful and prohibited traffic. 

St Thomas, Custom-house, 4th October, 1838. 
With the greatest respect. 
To Sir H. H. Berg. C. D. ECKHARD. 

Councillor of State, Police master, Sfc. 

Produced in the Police Court, St. Thomas, 5th October, 1838. 

H* H. B£RG. 

Translation of the Report from the Harbour Office. 

In consequence of your Honour's application for information respecting the 
schooner " Von la Boca^^ occasioned by a letter from the Royal General Board of 
Customs and Commerce, dated 19th June, this year, I have, by the present, the 
honour to mention that I was at the time Harbour Assistant, imder Captain Rhode, 
the Captain of the Harbour, but from the 1st to the 14th February I was lying 
sick of fever, and a person who was then in my private service, of the name of 
John MoUer, did at that time attend to my duties in the Harbour. 

It is found by the Harbour books, that the said schooner came in here on the 
11th February from Sierra Leone in ballast, and sailed again on the 12th February 
to Havana, in the same way as she came in, and that she reported a 22 days' pas- 
sage and 4 passengers. 

There cannot be any doubt but that the said vessel had a clearance from Sierra 
Leone in ballast ; since, on the arrival of each vessel, her clearance manifest, 
maritime pass and muster-roll, and whatsoever other documents may serve to give 
information of ship and cargo, are always, without exception, called for. 

The aforesaid MoUer has stated to me, that he recollects that at the time in 
<juestion, there came in a schooner from Sierra Leone in ballast, with ship's papers 
from thence, and that when she came into the harbour her hatches were open, and 
that slie had ballast of stones and of casks with water, and that the Captain stated 
that he had bought the schooner in Sierra Leone. MoUer remarked also that he 
had heard at the same time some watermen, who were alongside of the schooner, 
say that they thought she was the same schooner that some days before had been 
lying off and on near the south coast of St. Thomas ; and is not able to give any 
more information on the matter. 

I consider that it would be an impossibility for a slave ship to land slaves on this 
Island without such being discovered ; but possibly the said schooner^ on her 
voyage from Sierra Leone may have csdled at the slave coast, have taken on board 
a cargo of negroes there, landed them at Porto Rico, cleared the ship, and there- 
after have come into this harbour, as direct from Sierra Leone. 

Harbour Office, St. Thomas, 5th October, 1838. 
With the greatest respect. 

To State Councillor Berg, ¥. A. KIJER. 

Police Master, Knight, Sfc. 

Produced in the Police Court, St. Thomas, 5th October, 1838. 

' H. H. BERG. 
Class C. C 
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In eoiisequeiieeof the abovB> tbe Pdiee Master s^t for the person mentioned 
in the Report of the Harbour Master, viz. John Moller, who now appeared, aad 
who, on being interrogated, deposed, that he rec^^lects that in Febraary last, 
there came into this port a Spanish seiner in ballast, with muster-roll and clear- 
ance from Sierra Leone; her hatches wereopen, and, in addition to ihe ballast, 
which was of stone or gravel, she had some water casks, he believes only five. 
The deponent does not remember the name either of the Captain or of the vessel^ 
but he recollects that the Captain mentioned he bad bought tbe schooner in Sierra 
Leone. He also recollects having heard some watermen, who came alongside of 
the schooner, say that they thought that the same schooner had, some days pre-» 
viously, been lying off and on near the south coast of St. Thomas. The deponent 
cannot at all recollect who these watermen were, and is unable to give any more 
information on this matter. Being asked who went along with him when he was 
on board the said schooner, the deponent answered that he went on board the 
vessel on the part of the Harbour Master; the Harbour Assistant, Captain Kiaer, 
was at that time ill. Besides the deponent there were in the harbour-boat two 
men, viz. Nicholas, a negro, belonging to Miss Bentzen, and Charles, a free mu- 
latto, who belongs to Tortola. Being asked whether he can recollect having sub* 
sequently seen any person belonging to the said vessel, he said no, and tmit he 
had not particularly noticed them. Dismissed. 

As the Report of the Harbour Master states, that four passengers came here 
with the aforesaid schooner, the lists of travellers kept at the police office were 
accordingly inspected, and it was thereby found that four persons, viz. E. Campbell, 
Jean Porrier, Adolph Gaspard, and Martin Isebia, are reported on the 12th 
February last as having come here with the Spanish schooner *' Con la Boca,'* 
Captain Caspar Ferreira, from Sierra Leone. In consequence of this two officers 
were immediately despatched by the Police Master, to find out the said passengers, 
and bring them into the Court. 

Nicholas, a negro belonging to Miss Bentzen, appeared. He states his age to 
be 19 years, and that he professes the Catholic religion. After havinjg oeen 
cautioned to speak the truth, he deposed, that he, along with mulatto Charfes, did 
in the beginning of this year,* the precise time he cannot recollect, row John 
Moller to a schooner which had come from Sierra Leone. The deponent did not 
hear either the schooner's or the Captain's name mentioned ; he recollects that the 
hatches were open, and that she had nothing else in than ballast and some water 
casks. The deponent does not recollect any of the crew, or of the passengers that 
were on board, and it would also be a difficult matter for him to recollect, inas- 
much as he who rows the harbour-boat sees strangers continually ; he, however, 
recollects that a waterman who was alongside of the schooner said that she had 
passed by a day or two before, but who that waterman was he cannot recollect. He 
added that he knows no more whatsoever in the way of information. Dismissed. 

Charles, a free mulatto, born in Tortola, appeared. He knows not his age, he 
supposes he is about twenty years old. He says that he does not know to what 
religion he belongs, but, nevertheless, he occasionally attends the Catholic Church. 
Whereupon, after being cautioned to speak the truth, he further deponed ; that he 
was in the habit of rowmg the harbour-boat along with the negro Nicholas, and was 
employed in this way in February this year. He has not, however, the least 
knowledge of or recollection about any schooner which came from Sierra Leone, 
neither does he recollect at any time having heard any waterman make any re- 
mark about any schooner having lain to, or off and on, near this island. On being 
interrogated, the deponent furtner declares, that he recollects that Captain Kiser 
was ill in the beginning of this year, and that John Moller went out in t^e harbour 
boat in his stead, but the deponent cannot recollect if at that time they went on board 
any schooner arrived from Sierra Leone. Dismissed. 

The Police blaster stated that the passengers in question, who had come with 
the said ship, were not to be found by the officers who had been sent in quest of 
them, and who reported that they had left the island, on which occasion it was 
found by inspection, that Edward Cambell had, on the 17th July this year, taken 
a passport for Guayana, and that Adolph Gaspard, likewise had, on the 23rd July, 
taken a passport for Hayti. 

In consequence of its being noted in the column of *' Remarks,*' that E. Cam- 
bell had said that he was to be found at Vidals, a messenger was despatched for 
the latter person^ who attended and appeared in Court. He stated his name to be 
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Cecil Vidal, and that he is a burgher and merchant of this place. He was 
cautioned to speak the truth, and thereupon deposed, that he knows E. Gambell 
who is a seafaring person ; he recollects that he came hithei- in the beginning of 
the year with a schooner from Sierra Leone ; this he had told the deponent, but 
he did not mention, or at all events the deponent does not recollect his having 
mentioned, the name of either the schooner or the captain. The deponent has 
never heard that a cargo of slaves was sold here from any such schooner, and knows 
nothing whatever to communicate on the subject It is known to the deponent that; 
Cambell is gone to Porto Rico. Dismissed. 

After the messengers who had been despatched had further stated, that Jean 
Porrier and Martin Isebia were not to be found, but, according to the report of 
Anthony Marselly, had quitted the island, this last-mentioned person whose name 
appears in the column of remarks, opposite the names of the other two persons, 
was sent for, whereupon he appeared and declared, that he had known Jean Porrier 
and Martin Isebia at Curajoa, to which they belong, and that they both quitted 
this island as sailors, but with what vessels he knows not. He recollects that they 
both came here from Sierra Leone in the beginning of this year ; the precise time 
he cannot specify, but with what vessel or captain he knows not, and it is entirely 
unknown to him, whether or not any slaves were sold from the vessel by which 
they came, whereabout for the rest, the deponent has not heard anything whatso- 
ever, nor is he possessed of any information on the subject. Dismissed. 

As it was ascertained that the Adolph Gaspard had lodged some time Avith a 
person of the name of Antoine Plocq, who keeps an eating-house for the lower 
classes, the latter person was accordingly sent for, and now appeared. After being 
cautioned to speak the truth, he deposed, that Adolph Gaspard came in the be- 
ginning of the year to this island, by the same conveyance as a person of the name 
of Cambell from Sierra Leone, but with what vessel or captain, he knows not ; the 
deponent never heard that the vessel in question had sold slaves here ; as far as the 
deponent understood from Gaspard, she had been taken by the English off the coast 
of Africa ; this is all the deponent knows about the matter. 

Some time after Gaspard's arrival he went into partnership with the deponent as 
keepers of an eating-house, and remained in that connexion about two months and 
a half, when, having received letters from his family in France, he left this for 
Hayti, with a view of proceeding from thence to Havre de Grace. Dismissed. 

The Police Master remarked that on inspection being made, it appears that, in 
the list of travellers arriving, Edward Cambell is altered as having arrived from 
Puerto Rico on the 23rd of February, to which island it is found that he took a 
passport on the I4th of the same month, consequently, two days after his first 
arrival; further, it appears that Adolph Gaspard is entered as having arrived from 
Puerto Rico on the 20tfa of February, and that he took lodgings at the house of 
Joseph Donadiello. 

In consequence whereof the said Joseph Donadiello was sent for, who now ap- 
peared and deposed pramincUiter, that he was bom at Naples, professes the 
Catholic religion, and keeps a house for sailors. After having been cautioned to 
speak the truth, he deponed, that he recollects Adolph Gaspard, who, ftom what he 
told him, came from Sierra Leone in company with a person of the nsmtie of 
Cambell and that he understood they had both been made prisoners by the English 
in Africa, but by what conveyance or with what captain the deponent knows not ; 
he has not the least knowledge as to any slaves having been sold from any vessel with 
which Gaspard and Cambell had come, and he has never heard a word on the sub- 
ject ; the deponent does not know Cambell; it is known to the deponent that Adolph 
Gaspard, who was a cook by profession, some days after his arrival here, went to 
Puerto Rico with a view, as he mentioned, of getting some money which was 
owing to him for two voyages, which the deponent thought he could remember that 
Gaspard said were made from Africa to Puerto Rico ; he had not communicated 
any more on the subject, and the deponent can give no more information thereabout. 
Shortly afi;erwards, Adolph Gaspard came back from Puerto Rico, and after the 
lapse of some time he entered into partnership with Plocq, the keeper of an eating- 
house; he subsequently quitted this for France. Dismissed. 

The Police Master stated, that he had not been able to procure any further in* 
telli^nce of what had become of Jean Porrier and Martin Isebia, than what 
Anthony Marselly had reported. But, as it would be very desirable towards the 
further possible elucidation of the case, to get these persons examined, and as tliere 
were no sufficiently satisfactory accounts of their having left the Island, this 
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examination was therefore adjourned to Monday next, and it was enjoined the 
police-officers to renew their search after these persons. 

The above proceedings certified by H. H. BERG. 

On the 8th October, 1838, at 11 o'clock a.m., the Police Court of St. Thomas 
was opened, held, and administered by the undersigned in presence of the witnesses, 
Hoyer and Eichingen, when the preceding examination was continued — 

The Police Master stated, that Jean Forrier and Martin Isebia, have been in 
vain searched for by the Police. He thereafter produced a letter from the Harbour- 
office, of this day's date. 

The said letter is worded as follows : — 

In reference to my letter of 5th instant, regarding the schooner " Con la Boca,'' 
I have the honour to inform you that I have since heard the Clerk of the Harbour- 
office, M. J. de Pontevice, say, that he believed he could recollect, that when the 
said schooner was cleared out, a clerk from the commercial house of Anduse, 
Yveme, and Co., came to the office along with the captain, as his conductor. 

With the greatest respect, 

(Signed) J. A. KI.ER. 

HarhouT'Office, St. Thomas, Sth October, 1838. 

To His HonouTy State Councillor Berg^ 
Police Master, K. D., Sfc. 8fc. 

K Produced in the Police Court, St. Thomas, Sth October, 1838, 

(Signed) H. H. BERG. 

In consequence of the above letter, and in pursuance of a summons sent, there 
attended and appeared in Court, Jean de Pontevice, clerk to the Harbour-office. 
He depones, that as there was lately made inquiry at the Harbour-office on the part 
of the Police, respecting the Spanish schooner ** Con la Boca*' Captain Ferreira, 
the Register was accordingly examined, when it was found that the said schooner and 
captain arrived on the 11th February this year, and sailed again on the following 
day. According to the entries made, she came from Sierra Leone in ballast, and 
went likewise in ballast to Havana. In calling to mind the name '* Con la Boca," 
it struck the deponent that a clerk from the commercial house of Anduze, Yverne, 
and Co., had attended the captain as his conductor, but the deponent is by no 
means sure of this, and the deponent would not have been able to recollect any- 
thing about the matter, were it not that the name " Con la Boca," as a remarkable 
name, excited his attention, and occasioned him to ask the person who went along 
with the captain what it signified, who gave this curious reply in English : — " It 
means with the mouth." The name of this person, the deponent cannot recollect, 
and, as before said,Tit merely struck him that he was one of Anduze, Yverne, and 
Co.'s clerks. The deponent has never before now heard, that the said vessel sold 
here a cargo of slaves ; that is to say, all the information he has on the subject is, 
what is contained in the letter from the Board of Customs and Commerce. The 
deponent is of opinion, that the report of a cargo of slaves having been sold here, is 
utterly false, and that such a transaction coidd not possibly take at this island, and 
so much the less in this particular instance, as the schooner came from an English 
settlement, and scarcely remained here longer than from the evening of one day till 
the morning of the next, as she was one of the last vessels that arrived here on the 
11th of February this year, and one of the first that cleared out on the following 
morning. The deponent declared that he knows nothing further to communicate 
in elucidation of this matter. Remanded. 

Jean Baptiste Anduze, burgher and merchant of this place, chief of the com- 
mercial house of Anduze, Yverne, and Co., having been sent for, now attended 
and appeared in Court. On being interrogated, he deposed, that he knows of no 
schooner, ** Con la Boca,^' commanded by Captain Ferreira, and has not the 
least knowledge of any such schooner having been here from St. Thomas; 
and he is perfectly certain that no such vessel was addressed to his house, or that 
his house had anything in the least degree to do with it. He has never heard of 
any vessel having sold a cargo of slaves at this island. He was thereupon informed 
by the Court of the opinion which had been started, that one of the clerks of his 
house had accompanied Captain Ferreira to the Harbour-office, to which he 
answered, that this must be a mistake, as none of his clerks had anything to do 
with him, for that he, the deponent, having heard that it had been mentioned at 
the Custom-house, that one of his clerks had accompanied the captain, he had 
accordingly questioned his clerks whether this was the case or not, when they all 
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answered that they knew nothing about the matter. The house has at present 
three clerks, viz., Pierre Constant, Peche Goyriis, and Jules Anduze. Being 
asked whether these clerks were in his service on the 11th February this year, the 
deponent answered, that he is not certain whether Pech6 was in the employment 
of the house, or in Yverne's private service. It is only about two months since 
Goyriis entered into the service of the house ; but Jules Anduze was in the service 
of Uie house. The deponent then further stated, that at the time in question there 
was another person in nis service of the name of Mimdlla. — Dismissed. 

Jean de Pontevice a^ain appeared, who, on being interrogated, deposed that it is 
quite correct that M. Anduze (after it had been mentioned at the Harboiu'-office 
tnat one of the clerks of his house accompanied the Captain,) had caused inquiry 
to be made respecting the report. His partner, M. Gremon, had on that occasion 
called and asked about it, to which the deponent answered in the same manner as 
he has above explained, that it had struck him that such was the case, but only 
faintly. 

Pierre Gonsant Pechfe, clerk to Anduze, Yveme and Co., appeared. He stated 
that he had been in this house's service ever since it was estaolished, and conse- 
quently he was in its service in February last. Being interrogated, he thereafter 
deposed that he knows nothing of any schooner, ** Con la Boca,'^ commanded by 
Captain Ferreira, and that no such vessel has ever been consigned to the house of 
his principals, neither has he gone along with the Captain of any such vessel. Be- 
ing asked of whom the house's clerks consisted in the month of February last, the 
deponent answered, that, in addition to himself, there were two persons, named 
Mancilla and Jules Anduze. — Dismissed. 

Jean de Pontevice, who was present, declared that he is certain that this Pierre 
Constant Pech6 was not the person who accompanied Captain Ferreira, in the 
manner above described by the deponent. 

Victor Mancilla having been sent for, appeared, and deposed that he has been 
employed as a clerk by tne house of Anduze, Yveme and Co., and was in their 
service in the month of February last. He has never heard the name ** Con la Boca*' 
until now in this Court, and knows of no such schooner ; neither does he know 
Captain Ferreira, much less has he accompanied any such Captain to the Harbour- 
oflBce or Custom-house ; nor has he any knowledge whatever of any such vessel 
having been consigned to the house of his then principals : he adds, that his duties 
were always confined to the house, and that he never attended at the Custom- 
house or Harbour-office. On being interrogated, the deponent further stated that 
beside him there were no others in the service of the house than Constant and 
Jules Anduze in the month of February last. — ^Dismissed. 

Jean de Pontevice, who was present, declared, in reference to the last deponent, 
that he never saw him in the Harbour-office or Custom-house, and consequently he 
is not the person who attended Captain Ferreira. In respect to Jules Anduze, 
the deponent added that he knows him perfectly well, and is perfectly certain that 
it was not him either who called with Captain Ferreira. — Jean de rontevice dis- 
missed. 

Jos6 Yverne, burger and merchant in this place, partner of the commercial house 
of Anduze, Yverne and Co., appeared. On being interrogated, he deposedrthat he 
does not know any schooner of the name " Con la Boca ;" ne, however, knows three 
brothers of the name Ferrer, but none of the name of Ferreira ; the three brothers 
whom the deponent knows are natives of Catalonia. No such schooner as the one 
in question has been consigned to his house ; for which reason he was not a little 
surorised, a couple of days ago, at hearing that it had been mentioned that a clerk 
of their house had attended the Captain to the Custom-house and Harbour-office ; on 
which occasion M. Anduze had questioned the house's clerks, who knew nothing 
about the matter ; and he likewise caused inquiry to be made at the Custom-house. 
On being interrogated, the deponent declares that he lias not heard of any cargo of 
slaves having been sold at this island; and being further interrogated, he aSded 
that his house's clerks in the month of February 3iis year consisted of Pierre Con- 
stant Pech6, Mancilla and Jules Anduze. — ^Dismissed. 

^ Adolph Gremon, burger and merchant of this place, and partner of the commer- 
cial house of Anduze, Yverne and Co., appeared. Being interrogated, he deposed 
that he knows no schooner of the name of " Con la Boca,' neither does he know 
Captain Ferreira. It was only a couple of days ago that he heard that it had been 
reported that a derk of their house had been along with the Captain to the Custom- 
house or Harbour-office, which occasioned M. Anduze to question the clerks in the 
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house, who knew nothing about it ; and on this occasion the deponent called at the 
Custom-house, to get intormation as to how the matter was, but there had been no 
derk from the deponent's house at the Custom-house. On the other hand he heard 
that it was M. Pontevice, the clerk of the Harbour-office, who had said that it was 
one of the clerks of the bouse who had been alon^ with Captain Ferreira. Where- 
upon the deponent took Pierre Constant Pech^ along with him, and confronted him 
with Pontevice, who maintained that he was the person, and that he would take his 
oath on it, although Constant Pech^ denied it in the most positive manner. On 
being interrogated, the deponent added that in last February the house*s clerks con- 
sisted of the said Constant Pech6, Mancilla, and Jules Anduze ; he further added, 
that he has no knowledge whatever of any vessel having sold a cargo of slaves at 
this island, and that no such vessel had been consigned to the deponent's house, nor 
had his house in any the least degree had anything to do with such a vessel. — Dis- 
missed. 

The Police Master remarked, that in consequence of Gremon's deposition he sees 
reason for again examining Jean Pontevice and Pierre Constant Pech6. But as both 
these persons had left the Court, and as the time besides was expired, this matter 
was therefore adjourned till to-morrow at 10 o'clock. Whereupon the Court 
broke up. 

Above proceedings certified by H. H. BERG. 

On the 9th October, 1838, at 10 o'clock a.m., the Police Court of St. Thomas 
was opened, held, and administered by the undersigned, in the presence of the wit- 
nesses Hoyer and Eichingen : when the preceding examination was continued. — 

Pierre Constant Pechl attended in consequence of a summons received, and 
appeared in Court. On being asked '' whether he had not been at the Harbour- 
office along with Mr. Gremon to get an explanation of what had passed in refer- 
ence to the schooner * Con la Boca,' " he answered, that such was really the case ; 
viz. that he had gone along with Gremon both to the Custom-house and to the 
Harbour-office. At the Custom-house nobody TecoUected having seen any person 
with Captain Ferreira when he cleared ; but P<mtevice, the clerk at the Harbour- 
office, said that it was the deponent who had been with the Captain, and that he 
had asked deponent " what the name * Con la Boca' meant," and that the depo- 
nent had translated it, although he, the dep(ment, affirmed that he had not attenaed 
the Captain, that he had never been asked, nor had he tsanslated what the name 
"Con la Boca** meant ; still Pontevice had persisted in erroneously maintaining that 
it was the deponent whom he had seen with the Captain ; and he had even gone so 
far as to say he would take his oath on it. The deponent had asked him how he 
could take upon himself to say such thing, and on what he could ground such an 
assertion. Whereupon Pontevice had answered, that he grounded it on his 
memory. Latterly, nowever, he has become convinced of his error, and on this 
occasion has begged the deponent to pardon the mistake he had been guilty of. 

Jean de Pontevice likewise appeared^ to whom was pointed out the contradiction 
which exists between his deposition and that which Gremon and also Peche had 
made. To which he replied, that he certainly had been under the impression that 
it was Pech^ who came along with the Captain, and that it seemed to him so cer- 
tain, that he had said that he would swear to it ; but subsequently, on mature 
reflection, it appears to him that he was mistaken, and to such a degree^ that he is 

?uite sure, as he alreiMly stated yesterday, that it was not the present Constant 
^ech^ who had attended the Captain. He, however, added, onbeinff more closely 
ouestioned by the Court, that he is not so very sure about it as that he can swear 
that it was not Constant Pech6 ; but, on the other hand, he is ready to affiim on oath 
that, according to the best of his recollection, it was not Constant Pechfe who ac- 
companied Captain Ferreira. — Dismissed. 

As no more evidence was to be obtained at the time, the examination was closed, 
in order to be written out and sent to his Honour the Governor. Whereupon the 
Court broke up. 

The above proceedings certified by H. H.BERG. 

Conformable with the Police Journal of St. Thomas, and with the documents 
produced. 

Witness the Jurisdiction Seal, and my Signature, 

(Signed) H. H.BERG. (L.S.) 

These are to certify that the foregoing is a faithful Translation of the Original 
Danish Document exhibited to me. Witness my Hand and Seal, 

(Signed) J. MAC CAUL, Interp. Reg. Jour. 

Copenhagen^ 3Ut December, 1838. 
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HANS TOWNS. 



No. 14. 

Mr. Henry Canning to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 4<A.) 

My Lord, Hamburgh, \st May, 1838. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's Despatch, Slave Trade, 
dated April 19th, transmitting to me two printed copies of an additional 
article to the Treaty concluded at the Hague on the 4th of May, 1818, between 
Great Britain and the Netherlands, for the prevention of the traffic in slaves : — 
Also two printed copies of a Treaty by which the Hanse Towns have acceded to 
the Conventions between His late Majesty and the King of the French, for the 
more effectual suppression of the traffic in slaves ; and also two printed copies of a 
Treaty, by which the Grand Duke of Tuscany has acceded to the above-mentioned 
Convention between His late Majesty and the King of the French. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY CANNING. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerstony G.C.B. 
S{c. Sfc. Sfc 



No. 15. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Henry Canning. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 16^A, 1838. 

I HAVE had under my consideration your Despatch, Slave Trade, of 
the 6th of February, relating to the provisions of the Sixth Article of the Con- 
vention of accession of the Hanse Towns, to the Conventions between Great 
Britain and France on Slave Trade. 

It appears from your Despatch, that apprehensions have been entertained by some 
of the merchants of Bremen and Hamburgh, that the provisions of that Article 
might expose to the risk of capture or detention, their merchant ships fitted up 
bond fide for carrying free emigrants as passengers ; and that for the purpose 
of guarding against such apprehended risk, a proposition had been made on the 
part of the Senates of the Hanse Towns, that the Plenipotentiaries who signed the 
said Convention of Accession, should further sign and make public a Declaratory 
Protocol, giving power to the Senates to grant to masters of vessels a particular 
form of passport or certificate, under which vessels should pass free of seizure. 

I entirely approve of the objection Avhich you stated to the plan for empowering 
the Senates to issue to the masters of vessels any certificate to the effect proposed ; 
for it cannot be doubted that such a measure would be open to abuse, and would 
be liable to be taken advantage of by fraudident persons, for the purpose of evading 
the objects of the Convention. 

Her Majesty's Government, therefore, decline to agree to the Protocol, and its 
accompanying certificate ; but you will state to the Senate of the Hanse Towns, 
that no inconvenience whatever has hitherto resulted from the Article in question, 
to the emigrant ships of France and England, and that there does not appear to be 
any reason to apprehend, that those of the Hanse Towns, when bound on legal 
pursuits only, will suffer any molestation from the operation of that Article. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON, 

Henry Canning, Esq., 

8fc. 8fc. 8fc. 
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No. la 

yiscount Palmerston to Mr. Henry Canning. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ May 24th, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit, for your information, four copies of two series of 
papers relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to Parliament, 
during the present Session, by Her Majesty's conmiand. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Henry Canning, Esq., 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 17. 
Viscount Palfperston to Mr. Henry Canning. * 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 9<A, 1838. 

I herewith transmit to you the copy of a resolution which was voted 
unanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th of May, 1838, for an address 
to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade, and a copy of the answer, which, on the 23rd of 
the same month, Her Majesty was pleased to return to that address. 

You will see from these papers the uiiceasing and anxious desire of the Parlia- 
ment and Government of this country, for the extinction of the traffic in slaves. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Henry Canning, Esq. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 
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No. 18. 
Mr. Abercrombie to Viscount Palmer ston. — (Received May 15.) 
My Lord, Florence, May 5, 1838. 

I HAVE -the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Slave 
Trade Despatch of the 19th of April, 1838, transmitting to me two printed copies 
of an additional Article to the Treaty concluded at the Hague on the 4th of May, 
1818, between Great Britain and the Netherlands for the prevention of the traffic 
in slaves; two printed copies of a Convention, by which the Hans Towns have 
lu^ceded to the Conventions between His late Majesty and the King of the French, 
for the same object ; and two printed copies of a Convention, by which the Grand 
Duke of Tuscany has acceded to the above-mentioned Conventions between His 
late Majesty and the King of the French, also for the more effectual suppression of 
the Slave Trade. 

In acknowledging the receipt of these various documents, I beg to express to 
your Lordship my thanks for the communication of them. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RALPH ABERCROMBIE. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
£fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 19. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Abercrombie. 

Sir, 'Foreign Office, May 24, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit for your information, a copy of two series of papers 
relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses of Par- 
liament during the present Session, by Her Majesty's command. 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

To Rafyh AbercrombiCj Esq. 
Sfc. ' Sfc, Sfc. 

No. 20. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Abercrombie. 

Sir, * • Foreign Office, June 9, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a resolution, which was voted 
unanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th of May, 1838, for an 
address to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade, and a copy of the answer, which, 
on the 23rd of the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to that 
address. 

You will see from these papers the imceasing and anxious desire of the Par- 
liament and Government of this country for 3ie extinction of the traffic in 
slaves. 

I am, &c. 
^ ^ (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

To Ralph Abercrombie, Esq. 
Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 
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No. 21. 

Mr. Aubin to Viscount PaJmerston. — (Received June 26.) 

My Lord, Florence^ \5ih June^ 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's 
Despatches of the 24th and 28th ult. addressed to Mr. Abercrombie^ and I beg 
leave to mention, that the enclosiures referred to in the former were not received 
with the Despatch, a circimistance which I attribute to the size of the papers, 
they being probably too voluminous to be transmitted by the ordinary post. 

X have &c 

(Signed) THOMAS AUBIN. 

The Bight Hon. Fheomt PalmertUm, G.C.B. 
^c. 8fc. 8fc. 

No. 22. 

Mr. Aubin to Viscount Palmereton.-^Reeeived Jufy 6.) 

My Lord, Florence, Q2nd June, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yoUr Lordship's De^ 
spatch of the 19\h inrtant, addressed to Mr. Abercrombie, enclosing tiie copy of 
» resohitioii which was voted unanimously by the House of Conunons cm ti^ lOtfa 
of May, 1838, for an address to Her Majesty upon the Slave Trade, and a copy 
of the answer, which on the 23rd of the same month. Her Majesty was pleased 
to return to that address. 

I beg to inform your Lordship that I have communicated those papers to 
the Tuscan Government, in order that they may see from them the unceasing 
and anxious desire of the Parliament and Government of Great Britain for the 
extinction of the traffic in slaves. 

I have £ec 
(Signed) ' THOMAS AUBIN. 

TTie Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. ' 8(c. 8fc. 



No. 23. 

Mr. Aubin to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received July 6.) 

My Lord, Florence^ 26<A June, 1838. 

With reference to my Despatch of the 23rd instant, I have the honour 
to enclose herewith to your Lordship the copy of Count Fossombroni's reply to 
my letter, transmitting to His Excellency a copy of the address unanimously 
voted to Her Majesty by the House of Commons, on the 10th of May, for the 
extinction of the traffic in slaves, and of the answer which Her Majesty was 
pleased to return to that address on the 23rd of the same month. 

Ciount Fossombroni's reply is to the effect, that he has read those papers with 
the highest interest and laid them before his Imperial and Royal Highness the 
Grand jDuke. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' ' THOMAS AtTBlN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmer sUm, O.C.B. 

6fc. ifc. 8fc. 



Enclosure in No. 23. 
Count Fossombroni to Mr. Aubin. 



Le soussign^, &c., a eu Thonneur de re^evoir la note en date du 22 courant, 
par la quelle M. Aubin, &c., a bien voulu lui transmettre un exemplalre imprimi 
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tfuna i»6tance adrew^e par le ParkmeBt a Sa Majesty la Reine de la Grande 
Br^tagDe, an sujet de Textiiiction de la traite des noirs, et de la r^poose qui y a 
dXk faite par Sa Majeete. 

En ofirant k M. Aulnn bien de rememmetis de la oommunication dp la dite 

Si^ce, qui a 4t6 lue avec le plus vif int^r6t et qui va etre 61ev^e k la connabsance 
e S. A. I. & R. Monseigneur le Grand Due, le soussigne prie, &c. 

(Sign6) V. FOSSOMBRONI. 

Florence, le 25 Juin, 1838. 



(IVanslation.) 

The undersigned, Secretary of State, Minister for Foreign AflFairs, has had 
the honour to receive the note, dated the 22nd instant, by which Mr. Aubin, 
Chargfe d'Aflfaires of England, has sent a printed copy of a prayer, addressed by 
Parliameat to Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain, on the subject of the extinc** 
tion of the Slave Trade, together with the answer made by Her Majesty thereto. 

In offering to Mr. Aubin many thanks for the communication of this document, 
which has been read with the liveliest interest, and which is about to be brought 
to the notice of His Imperial and Royal Highness the Grand Duke, the under- 
siccned bees, &e. 

(Signed) V. FOSSOMBRONI. 

The British ChargS d: Affaires. 



No. 24. 

Mr. Avhxn to J^Ucount Palmerston. — (Received July 17,) 

My Lord, Florence, Jufy 7, 1838. 

It was reported to Mr. Abercrombie at Leghorn, that a Spanish vessel from 
Malaga came to wat pwt three months back, and uaderw^it very extensive repairs ; 
that we was sold, or nominally so, in order to change her flaj?, and obtain Tuscan 
papers ; and that, having succeeded in this, she cleared out Irom Leghorn in the 
beginniBg of May, ostensibly for Gibraltar, but that she was really intended for the 
Slave Trade on the coast of Guinea. Her name is the " Cleopatra,'' about 250 
tons. She has three masts, and is a remarkably good sailer. 

Havmg received these p^iiculars, I eommunicated them to Count Fossombroni, 
giving him to understand that I supposed the Grand Duke's Government already 
knew them. I did so likewise to M. Gasini, the Under Secretary of State. 

Count Fossombroni and M. Casini both expressed their conviction, that the in- 
formation was incorrect, as far as related to the carrying on of the Slave Trade, 
bat said that a ship called the '^ San Guisej^e,*' commanded by a man of the name 
of Cremoni, a native of Tuscany, had come to Leghorn, and that there were so 
many circumstances relating to her similar to those fhad stated of the '• Cleopatra,'' 
that Cremoni's ship must b^ the one alluded to. 

The '* San Guiseppe " came from some port in Spain to Leghorn about the 
time when the " Cleopatra " is said to have arrived there. She underwent repairs, 
and sailed about the 12th of April for Genoa, where she arrived on the 14th. 

M. Casini assured me that the repairs made in her at Leghorn gave not the 
smallest indication that she was intended to take slaves on board. The impression 
of the Government was, that she was fitting, for the |)urpose of carrying on a con- 
traband trade on the coast of Spain, or perhaps to convey arms and assistance to 
the Carlists. 

Tuscan papers, and the Tuscan flag, were granted to the ''San Gviseppe,' the 
ship being, as I am told, entitled to them, in consideration of two-thirds of her 
crew being composed of Tuscan sailors, who were engaged at Leghorn. 

At Genoa, some articles of merchandise, consisting of silks, were taken on 
board ; and the captain armed the ship with two guns, a thing which he had been 
prevented from doin^ at Leghorn. 

Since Genoa, no mtelligence has been received here of her, notwithstanding that 
the Tuscan Consuls at Barcelona and Gibraltar have had particular instructions to 
keep watch over her proceedings, and report them, if she should put into those 
ports. 

D2 
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Though Count Fossombroni and M. Casini are of opinion that the '' Cle&patra*^ 
and the '^ San Guiseppe " are the same ship, and that the information is incorrect 
as to what regards the Slave Trade, I am not entirely convinced myself upon that 
point ; and I have taken steps, by writing to Leghorn, which will enable me, I 
hope, to see clearer into the matter. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS AUBIN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston^ G.C.B., 
8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No- 25. 

Mr. AuUn to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received July 20>) 

My Lord, Florence^ lOth July, 1838. 

With reference to my Despatch of the 7th inst. I have the honour to stat^ 
to your Lordship, that the information which I have received from Her Majesty's 
Consul at Leghorn, in answer to the inquiries I made respecting the two ships 
repaired and fitted out at that port during the spring, under suspicious circum- 
stances, amounts to the following : — 

The " San Guiseppe " and " Cleopatra " cleared out from Leghorn, under Tus- 
can colours, the former on the 17th of April, with a cargo of grain and manu£BM> 
tures for Genoa ; the latter on the 24th of the same month, in ballast for Gibraltar. 

The " Cleopatray* said to be originally Greek, came from Gibraltar, furnished 
with a passavanti from the Tuscan Consul there, and obtained the Tuscan flag at 
Leghorn, in consequence, as it is presumed, of having become Tuscan property. 

The *^ San Guiseppe " was Spanish, and must have obtained the Tuscan flag 
under similar circumstances. She is said to have arrived at Gibraltar. 

It has been rumoured that the " Cleopatra " had formerly been engaged as a 
slaver, and that she has returned to her old trade ; but this requires confirmation. 

The foregoing information, taken in connexion with what 1 had already had the 
honour to report to your Lordship, shows, that if decided proofs be wanted as to the 
" Cleopatra " being intended for the Slave Trade, yet there are circumstances relat- 
ing to that ship which render her very suspicious. 

With regard to the *^ San Guiseppe,'' she is also involved in mystery ; and whe- 
ther she remains in the Mediterranean or sails out of it, her proceedings will de- 
serve to be watched. 

If she. passes the Straits of Gibraltar she will probably prove to be a slaver ; and if 
she remain in the Mediterranean, it is more than probable that she will be employed 
in serving the Carlists. 

I shall take an early opportunity of speaking to Count Fossombroni on this mat- 
ter, and make his Excellency understand that Tuscany, having now a Slave Trade 
Convention with England, it behoves the Government of the Grand Duke to be on 
the alert, and to examine well into cases like those of the " Cleopatra " and " San 
GuiseppCj' before Tuscan papers and the Tuscan flag are granted to such ships. 

I have &LC 
(Signed) THOMAS AUBIN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston^ G.C.B. 

8fc. 8}c. 8fc. 



No. 26. 

Mr. Aubin to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received August 3.) 

My Lord, Florence, 2Ath July, 1838. 

With reference to what I had the honour to state to your Lordship in my 
Despatch of the 7th inst. relative to the ship " San Guiseppe,' I beg now to inform 
your Lordship that the Tuscan Consul at Gibraltar has reported to his Government 
that that ship has been sold there to a foreigner, and that Cremoni the Com- 
mander has deposited in the hands of the Consul the papers which authorized the 
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" San Giuseppe "' to sail under the Tuscan flag. She is consequently struck off 
the list of merchantmen belonging to the Grand^Duchy. 

This Grovernment could not inform me of what nation was the foreigner that be- 
ciime the purdiaser, or what flag she was to carry> nor whether Crerooni, and the 
Tuscan sailors, who formed the chief part of her crew^ were to continue to remain 
in her. I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOMAS AUBIN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston^ O.C.B., 
§c. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 27. 

Mr. Aubin to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Received August 5.) 

My Lord, Florence, 25th July, 1838. 

The Marquis of Lajatico> Under Secretary of State in the Foreign De- 
partment here, called upon me yesterday to say, that at Alexandria Her Majesty's 
Consul had told the Consul of His Imperial and Royal Highness, the Grand Duke^ 
that, by virtue of the Slave Trade Convention, concluded between Great Britain 
and Tuscany, a steam-boat in which he, the Tuscan Consul, has a share, was 
liable to be searched and confiscated, if any slaves were found on board. 

This has alarmed the Tuscan Consul for the share he owns in the steamer; be- 
cause among the persons who embark as passengers in her there are some, at times, 
that have Moorish and Egyptian servants, who may be considered as slaves. As, 
however, they are domestics, and not brought on board for the purpose of being 
sold, the Tuscan Consul has written to inquire of his Government, whether the 
meaning given to the Convention by the Consul of Her Majesty in this particular 
is not too much strained. 

The Marquis of Lajatico begged to know my opinion ; but as there may be 
something more to be told on the subject than what has been communicated by the 
Tuscan Consul, I said it would be better for me to refer the question to your 
Lordship, who no doubt would deal with it, and decide it as it merited. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS AUBIN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 28. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aubin. 

Sir, Foreign Office, IbOi August, 1838. 

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 25th ultimo upon the subject of an 
alarm, felt by the Tuscan Consul at Alexandria, least a steam-boat, in which it 
appears he has a share, should be captured under the Slave Trade Convention with 
Tuscany,.in consequence of her having on board Moorish and Egyptian servants 
who may be considered as slaves ; and I have to refer you, on this point, to those 
Stipulations of the Conventions in question, which fix the limits within which the 
right of search granted by those Conventions is confined. 

I am, &c. 
Thomds Aubin, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON, 

8fc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 29. 
Viscount Pabnerston to Mr. Aubin. 



S'»> ^ Foreign Office, 23rd August, 1838 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a communication, which I have 
received from Her Majesty's Consul at Alexandria, stating that a considerable num- 
ber of negroes are conveyed from Egypt, in European vessels, to. Turkey and Bar- 
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bary to be retained as slaves there, and suggesting some regnlationa for preFwting 
that practice, and for securing lij^^rty to the negroes emiYeyed in European mssob 
to Airiean ports in ^e Mediterrwean. 

I desire that you will communicate the paper in question to the Crorerxun^ii to 
which you are accredited, and add> that Her Majesty's Gforemment are <^ opuueo* 
that the suggestions of M r. Thurburn may be adopted with benefit to the caute of 
the suppression of Slave Trade, and that Her Majesty's Government hope, that the 
Tuscan Government will give instructions to their Consuls in the Mediterranean to 
carry into effect the regulations proposed by him. 

1 am, &c- 
ThmmAuUn,E^. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

8fc. 8fc. , 8fc. 

Enclosure in No. 29. 

Mr. Thurhum to Ftseount Palmerston^ Alexandria^ July 16, 1838. 
(See Qass D., No, 25, page 15.) 



No. SO. 

Mr. Aubm to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received September 7») 

My Lord, Florence, ^fTth August, 1838. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's Despatch, marked Slave 
Trade, of the 15th ittst. 

Shortly afiker the receipt of it, I ealled at the Office for Foreign Affdrs, and 
communicated to the Marquis of Lajatico, Under Secretary of State, what your 
liCNrdship is pleased ta point out, concerning the Stipulations of the Slave Trade 
Conventions between Great Britain and Tuscany, which fix the Kmits witbiii which 
tiie right of search granted by those Conventions is confined. 

The Marquis of Lajatico immediately referred to the Stipulations ; and after 
having read them, said he would forward a copy to the Tuscan Consul at Alex- 
andria, to ease him of his fears for the share he owns in the steam-boat that some- 
times carries Moorish and Egyptian servants, who may be considered as slaves. 

This led me to inquire how it was that the Tuscan Government had not yet pub- 
lished the Convention. 

The Marquis of Lajatico replied, that the Government wished, when they pub- 
lished it, to promulgate, at the same time, a penal law for the severe puuislunent of 
Tuscans convicted of being engaged in the Slave Trade. The law not being 
ready, the publication of the Convention has been delayed, but the Marquis of La- 
jatico assm'ed me it should not be put off much longer. 

(Signed) ' THOMAS AUBIN- 

The Right Hon^ Viscount Paknerstan, G.CM. 
§e. . Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 31. 

Mr. Aubin to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received September 14.) 

My Lord, Florence, 3rd September, 1838. t^^ 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's Despatch of the 23d ult. 
In obedience to the instructions it contained, I have addressed to Count Foissom- 
broni a note, of which I enclose the copy, and wherewith I transmitted to his £x« 
cellency the communication, addressed by Her Majesty's Consul at Alexandria to 
your 'Lordship, respecting the negroes conveyed from Egypt in European vessels 
to Turkey and Barbary, to be retained as slaves there. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS AUBIN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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Etttlorare in No. 3L 

Mr. Aubin to Count Fossombroni. 

Monsieur tE ComtIb, tTorenee, Bret September, 1838. 

I HATE tbe honour to infonn your Excellency^ that I have been instructed 
l^ my GovErnmentto make known to the Government of His Imperial and Royal 
Highaess the Grs^d Duke, a communication, of which a copy is herewith enclosed^ 
ad^resfiod to Her Mwesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign AflFairs, by 
Mr. Thurburn, Brilii^ Cionsul at Alexandria^ stating that a considerable number 
of negroes are conveyed from Egypt in European vessels to Turkey and Barbary, 
to be retained as ilaves there, and sugffestmg some regulations for preventing that 
practice^ «nd for securing liberty to the negroes, conveyed in European vessels to 
African ports in the Mediterranean. 

I am at the same time instructed to add, that Her Majesty ^s Government are of 
opiaioa^tbat the suggestions of Mn Thurburnmay be adopted with benefit to the 
cause of the suppression of the Slave Trade ; and that her Majesty^s Government 
hope that the Tuscan Government will give instructions to their Consuls in the 
Mediterranean to carry the regulations proposed by him into effect. 

X have &c 

(Sign^) ' THOMAS AUBIN. 

The Count Foesomironi, 

8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 32. 

Viscount Palmer ston to Mr. Aubin. 

Sir, Forei^ Ojffice, 5th October, 1838. 

I HAVE received a communication from Mr. Thurbum, enclosing copy of 
a Despatch, addressed by the Tuscan Government to their Consul at Alexandria, 
respecting the alleged exportation of slaves from Alexandria to Constantinople, in 
Tuscan vessels. 

I herewith enclose a copy of the Despatch in question ; and I have to desire 
that you will suggest to the Tuscan Government, that some more positive orders, 
than those which are contained in that Despatch, ought to be given by the Tuscan 
Gk)vemment, to prevent Tuscan ships and the Tuscan flag from being employed in 
a trade, which has been reprobated and stigmatised by the general consent of 
Christendom. 

The Tuscan Minister observes, that the only circumstance to be noted by any 
person who transports slaves in a vessel under the Tuscan flag, is, that slaves put 
on board Tuscan ships become from that moment free, if they claim the pro- 
tection of that flag. But this declaration, so far as the helpless slaves in question 
are concerned, becomes, in practice, entirely nugatory. 

These slaves speak no European language ; they have no means of becoming 
acquainted with the right, whic^ the Tuscan Government acknowledges they pos* 
sess ; and being probably held under restraint by their masters during the whole 
voyage, they must be utterly destitute of any means of availing themselves of such 
right. Besides, it is to be remembered, that to tell such pefsons that they are free, 
without providing for them some means of existence, and some temporary protec* 
tiouy is almost a mockery ; and for these reasons it is evident, that some more effeC'* 
tive measures are required to be taken by the Tuscan Government upon the sub* 
ject. 

Other Governments have declared that vessels concerned in such an employment, 
in any part of the world, shall receive no protection from their flag ; and the Go« 
vemment of Russia, in particular, has made such a declaration in a formal and 
public manner. 

I enclose to you a copy of the Proclamation, issued to Russian Consuls on this 
subject. 

I enclose also a copy of the Portuguese Order, recently issued for the prohibition 
of the Slave Trade. 

I enclose likewise a copy of a Circular to her Majesty's Consuls in the Levant, 
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issued in 1832, prohibiting, under the severest penalties, the employment of the 
British flag, in the very occupation in which the Tuscan vessels are now said to be 
ordinarily engaged. 

The Tuscan Government will doubtless be willing to follow examples thus set 
them by other Powers. 

It appears to Her Majesty's Government, that the simplest and most unobjec- 
tionable way of securing the Tuscan flag from the discredit which attaches to such 
an occupation, will be to prohibit positively, and under severe penalties, the em- 
ployment of any Tuscan snip in that manner, and to instruct all the Tuscan (Con- 
suls to use their utmost diligence to enforce the law which shall inflict such penal- 
ties. 

An opportunity for an enactment to this effect will be afforded by the passing of 
the law which, in your Despatch of the 27th of August last, you state is in prepara- 
tion, for the punishment of Tuscan subjects convicted of being engaged in the blave 
Trade. 

You will therefore communicate the observations contained in this Despatch to 
the Tuscan Minister, and will suggest to him the propriety of extending the pro- 
visions of that law, specifically to the carrying of daves, under any pretext what- 
ever, in those seas in which, by the Convention of the 30th of November, 1831, 
the mutual right of search cannot be exercised. 

I am, &c. 
Thomas Aubin, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

8fc. Sfc. Sfc. 



First Enclosure in No. 32. 

Mr. Tkurbum to Viscount Palmerston, Alexandria, August 14, 1838. 
(See Class D., No. 27, page 16.) 



Second Enclosure in No. 32. 

Circular to Russian Consuls. 

(See Enclosure in No. 176, p. 130, Class B. 1835.) 



Third Enclosure in No. 32. 

Portuguese Decree, December 10, 1836. 

(See Enclosure in No. 72, p. 41, Class B. 1836.) 



Fourth Enclosure in No. 32. 

Circular to Her Mqfestt/'s Consuls in the Levant. 
Sir, Foreign Office, ISth July, 1632. 

The attention of His Majesty's Government having been drav^n to a 

Practice which is said to exist in the Levant, of transporting slaves between 
'urkish ports by vessels under the British flag, I have to call your attention to a 
proclamation issued by the Governor of Malta, under date of the 21st of March, 
1823, making known the deternoinatjon of His Majesty's Government to enforce, 
with the utmost strictness, the provisions of the Act of tlie 46 Geo. III. cap. 50, 
which imposes penalties on all persons who should, in the slightest degree, be con- 
cerned in the traflEic in slaves ; and I have to desire that you will give the utmost 
publicity to the before-mentioned proclamation, and that you will use all the 
means in your power to discountenance the practice of transporting Turkish slaves 
in British vessels. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

HerMqiesty's Consuls in the Levant. 
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Sub Enclosure in No. 32. 
Proclamation. 



The Right Honourable Sir Thomas 
Maitlandy Governor^ 8fc. 

Aithougfa the anxiety of His Majesty's 
Government to annihilate in toto the 
disgraceful traffic in slaves must be 
known to every individual, — and, though 
the public at large must be aware of the 
fixed determination of the British Go- 
vernment to carry this humane object 
into effect, still there may be many per- 
sons who are ignorant of the legal penal- 
ties they are liable to incur, from being, 
even in the slightest manner, concerned 
in the above most inhuman traffic. 

His Excellency the Governor, there- 
fore, deems it advisable to proclaim and 
direct as follows : — 

Ist. All offences of this kind, com- 
mitted within the Ports or Harbours of 
these Islands, or upon the high seas, or 
any parts within tne jurisdiction of the 
Admiralty, will be tried before the Court 
established in this Island for the trial of 
piratical offences. 

^id. It is the most positive determi- 
nation of His Excellency* in all instances 
connected with this infamous traffic, to 
enforce the law with the utmost strict- 
ness and severity. 

3rd. The last Acts of the British Par- 
liament, relative to the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, shall forthwith be printed 
in the Italian language, and kept at the 
Government Printing Office for public 
distribution. 

4th. It having come to the knowledge 
of Government, that many slaves have 
been made during the present unhappy 
and sanguinary contest in Greece, and 
that, in some instances, such slaves have 
been transported in British or Maltese 
vessels, it is clearly to be understood, 
though not specifically mentioned in the 
Acts of Parliament above alluded to, 
that in every instance the carrying of 
even a single slave will make all such 
vessels amenable to the general laws for 
the abolition of the Slave Trade. 

5th. All Magistrates, Custom-house 
Officers, and every other Functionary of 
Govemmeat to whom it may apply, are 
hereby enjoined and c^nmianded to exert 
themselves with unremitting vigilance 
and industry, in carrying into effect the 
purport of uie present proclamation* 

Palace, Valetta, 21st March, 1823. 

By Command of I£s Excellency, 
RICHARD PLASKET, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 
Class C. 



UOfiorabilissimo Sir Thomas Mattland, 
GovematdrCy ecc. 

Quantunque a ciascun individuo debba 
esser nota la sollecitudine del Govemo 
di Sua Maestk, di totalmente annichilire 
rignominioso TraflBco negli Schiavi ; — 
e quantunque il publico in generale 
debba essere informato della decisa de- 
terminazione del Governo Brittanico, di 
portare ad effetto questo umano oggetto, 
pure, possono esservi persone che ig- 
norino le penality legali, a cui si assog- 
gettano ingerendosi, nel bench^ menomo 
grado, in tale inumanissimo traffico. 

Sua Eccellenza il Governatore, per- 
tanto, crede proprio di proclamare ed 
ordinare quanto segue : — 

Imo. Di tutt' i delitti di questa specie, 
commessi nei porti di queste Isole, od in 
alto mare, od in qualunque luogo entro 
la giurisdizione dell' Ammiragliato, si 
prenderk cognizione della Corte stabilita 
in quest' Isola, pel giudizio di delitto de 
di Pirateria. 

2do. L'Eccellenza Sua h nella posi- 
tiva determinazione di far esseguire la 
legge, colla massima rigidezza e severitii, 
in qualXmq* e caso avente relazione con 
questo infame traffico. 

3zo. Gli ultimi Statuti del Parlamento 
Britannico, relativi all' abolimento del 
Commercio negli Schiavi, saranno tosto 
stampati in lingua Italiana, e tenuti per 
distnbuirsi al pubblico, nella Stamperia 
del Govemo. 

4to. Essendo venuto alia coirnizione 
del Govemo, che, nel decorso delF attuale 
disgraziata e sanguinosa lotta nella 
Grecia, siano stati tatti molti Schiavi, e 
che questi siano stati, in alcuni casi, 
trasportato a bordo di Bastimenti Inglesi 
o Maltesi, si dee chiaramente intendere, 
(quantunque non specificamente men- 
zionato negli Statuti del Parlamento 
sopra accennati) che, in qualunque caso, 
il trasporto di un solo Schiavo assogget- 
tera sunili Bastimenti alle leggi general! 
fatte par I'abolimento del Commercio 
negli Schiavi. 

5o. Tutt' i Magistrati, Ufficiali di 
Dogana, e qualunque altro Funizionario 
del Govemo, a cui possa risguardare, 
vengono col presente mgiunti e coman- 
dati d'impegnersi, con incessante vigi- 
lanza ed industria, a portare ad effetto 
I'oggetto di questo Proclama. 

1^1 Palazzo, la Valetta, a'di 

21 Marzo, 1823. 

Per Comando Eccellenza, 
RICHARD PLASKET, 
Prineipale Segretario di Govemo. 
> E 
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No. 33. 

Mr. Auhm to P^iscauni Pahnerston. — {Received October 30, 1888.) 

Mt Load. Florence, October l9tK 1838. 

With reference to my Despatch marked Slave Trade, (rf the 3n} et 
September, I have the honour to enclose copy of the answer, which I yestmtiay 
received from the Tuscan Government to my communication of the 3rd ultima. 

Having, soon after the receipt of the answer, met Prince Neri Corsini, who>, 
in the absence of the IMinister for Foreign Affairs, had written it, I brought the 
subject into consideration, with a view to make the Prince explain himself in more 
definite terms than he had done in his note. He is of opinion, that the regulations 
suggested by Her Majesty's Consul at Alexandria are so far unnecessary with 
regard to Tuscan vessels, that as soon as a slave puts his foot on board a ship 
bearing the Tuscan flag, he by that act becomes a free man, and is from that 
time at liberty to quit whom he will, or to follow whom he pleases. 

Upon this point I remarked to Prince Neri Corsini, that it was with a view to 
secure the liberty thus acquired to the individuals, who had been fortunate enough 
fo gain it, that the regulations in question had been proposed ; moreover, as it must 
sometimes happen, that slaves are conveyed in Tuscan vessels from one port ta 
another in the Levant, without knowing that they have acquired their freedom by 
being under the Tuscan flag, they would no longer remain ignorant of this benefit 
if the regulations in question were adopted. 

The Prince also objected to bring the Convention of the 34th of Nov«iiber, 
1837, into operation, within a space to which its provisions did not apply ; hot I 
observed, that, if the provisions of the Convention be confined within certain fimits, 
it did not follow that the spirit of humanity must be restricted, whieli actuated the 
partied to the Convention when they made it. He did not deny this ; but still ns 
there was a Convention it was desirable, he said, that it should be adhered to, 
ttfl the Tuscan Government saw what steps were taken by other States in the 
Mediterranean, who had a similar Convention with Great Britain. 

I have since received from Prince Neri Corsini a letter, informing me that he 
was going away on leave of absence for about twenty days, and requesting that I 
would address any communication I might desire to make, to the Minister of 
Finance, who would supply his place, and that of the Secretary of State for Fo- 
reign Affairs, till their return. 

Conceiving that it would be useless to press the subject of this Despatch any 
more at present, upon the attention of the Tuscan Government, I shall wait for 
further instructions from your Lordship relative to it. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS AUBIN. 

The Right Han. Fiscount PalmetHon^ G.C.B., 
8fc. 8fc. 8fc. 



Enclosure in No* 33L 

(Translation.) Prince Corsini to Mr. Aubin. 

M. LE Chevalier, Florence, 17th October, 1838. 

Having taken into consideration the Report of the n-itish Consul at 
Alexandria, which you did me the honour to communicate to me bf yo«r lettor of 
the 3rd of September la^t, I have observed that the proposals therein cont ain e d , 
tended towards the extension of measures for the repression of the Slave Trade in 
the Mediterranean Sea, which is not comprised in the Convention of November, 
24, 1837. 

Looking at the matter in this point of view, the conviction forced itself on me, 
and, I hope, \vill on you, that the measures which it might be considered proper 
to take, could never attain their philanthropic object, without the concurrence of 
the other Powers who have acceded to the Convention above-mentioned. 

It is in consequence of this consideration that I have to inform you. Sir, that 
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Tuscany, without taking tbc lead in this important affair, reserres her decision 
tin the dispositions of the other Powers shall be known. 

Accept, &c. 
The British Charge d^ Affaires. (Signed) NERI CORSINI. 



No. 34. 
Mr. jtiuinn to Viscmnt Palmerston. — {Received November 2.) 
My Lord, Florence, 22d October, 1838. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's Despatch of the 5th 
instant marked Slave Trade, of the 5th instant, with its enclosures, brought to me 
jeslefday by the messenger Waring 

I enclose a copy of the note whidi, in obedience to the instructions contained in 
Jt, I have addressed to the Count Fossombroni, respecting the exportation of slaves 
in Tuscan vessels in the ports of the Levant. 

(Signed) THOMAS AUBIN. 

Tlie Right Hon. discount Pahnerston, G.C.B. 

Sic. ifC. SfC.y 



Enclosure in No. 34. 

Mr. Au6in to Ceunt Fossombroni. 
MoKSiEUR LA OoMTE, Florence, 22nd October, 1838. 

I BAVB the honour to inform your Exeelkncy, that a communication hts 
been received by my Government from the British Consul at Alexandria, endoemg 
a copy of a Despatch addressed on the 21st of July last by the Government of his 
imperial and Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Tuscany to M. A. de Rosetti, 
^mspectiag the alleged exportation of ^ slwes from Alejumdrk to Constantinople in 
*{Woan vessds. 

I have, in ccfNeajueBce, been instructed by the Govemmeat of Her Majesty 
to suggest to the Government of his Impenal and Royal Highness the Gcand 
Duke, that some more poritive orders than those which are contained in that 
Despatch ought to be given by the Tuscan Government to prevent Tuscan ships 
and the Tuscan flag from being employed in a trade which has been reprobated 
and stigmatised by the general consent of Christendom. 

In the Despatch to M. de Rosetti it is stated that the only circumstance to be 
noted by any person who transports slaves in a vessel under the Tuscan flag is, 
that slaves put on board Tuscan ships become from that moment free, if they claim 
the protection of that flag. 

But this tledaration, so far as the helpless slaves in question are concerned, 
bec<Hnes in practice entirely nugatory. 

These slaves speak no European language ; they have no means of becoming 
acquainted with the right whicti the T^can Government acknowledges that they 
possess ; and being probably held imder restraint by their masters during the 
whole of the voyage, they must be utterly destitute of any means of availing 
themselves of such right. Besides, it is to be remembered, that to tell sucn 
persons that they are free, without providing for them some means of existence, 
and some temporary protection, is almost a mockery, and £ov these reasons it 
is evident, that some more effective measures are required to be taken by the 
Tuscan Government upon the subject. 

Other Governments have declared that vessels concerned in such an employ- 
ment^ in any part of the world, shall receive no protection from their flag, and the 
Government of Russia in particular has made such a declaration in a formal and 
public manner. 

I enclose to your Excellency a copy of the proclamation issued to Russian 
Consuls on this subject. I enclose also a copy of the Portuguese order, recently 
issued for the prohibition of the Slave IVade. 

I enclose, likewise, copy of circular to Her Majesty's Consuls in the Levant, 

E 2 
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issued in 1823, prohibiting, under the several penalties, the employment of the 
British flag in the very occupation in which the Tuscan vessels are now said to 
be ordinarily engaged. The Tuscan Government will doubtless be willing to 
follow examples thus set them by other Powers. 

It appears to Her Majesty's Government, that the simplest and most unobjec- 
tionable way^of eflfectually securing Tuscan ships and the Tuscan flag from the 
discredit which attaches to such an occupation, will be to prohibit positively, and 
under severe penalties, the employing any Tuscan ship in that manner, and to 
instruct all the Tuscan Consuls to use their utmost diligence to enforce the law 
which shall inflict such penalties. 

An opportunity for an enactment to this effect will be afforded by the passing of 
the law which has been announced to me to be| in preparation, by the Government 
of the Grand Duke for the punishment of Tuscan subjects convicted of being 
engaged in the Slave Trade ; and I am instructed to suggest to your Excellency 
the propriety of extending the provisions of that law specifically to the carrying of 
slaves under any pretext whatever in those seas, in which, by the Convention of the 
30th November, 1831, the mutual right of search cannot be exercised. 

I shall avail myself of this opportunity to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Excellency's note of the 17th instant, in answer to mine of the 3rd September 
last. In doing so, I cannot help saying, that it gave me infinite pain to see so 
little warmth manifested in it upon a subject of such exciting interest. 

Surely the parties who entered into a Convention for the suppression of a most 
barbarous traffic in the Atlantic, will not stifle their sentiments of humanity in the 
Mediterranean, when it is discovered that similar provisions are called for there. 

It may be true that the conveyance of slaves firom one port to another of Turkey 
in European vessels, is not attended with the same horrors which stigmatise the 
tra£Gic on the Western Coast of Africa, yet it is a branch of that iniquitous com- 
merce ; it promotes it by creating a demand for slaves in the interior parts of 
the country, and it therefore deserves the most serious attention of every civilized 
Government. 

With regard to the reluctance, which your Excellency states to be felt by the 
Tuscan Government, to step forward in so important an affair, by reason that ther^ 
are other parties to the Convention, I would with all humility suggest, that if the 
Tuscan Government think it expedient to stand upon formalities on this ground, 
it can, at all events, till such scruples be satisfied, prohibit its own flag from being 
employed in the occupation in which it is said to be engaged in the Levant 

I have &CC 
(Signed) ' * THOMAS AUBIN. 
The Right Han. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., 
^e. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 35. 

Mr. Aubin to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Received November 6.) 

My Lord, Florence, 26th October, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose the copy of a note, which I have received 
from the Tuscan acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, in acknowledgment of mine 
of the 22nd instant to Goimt Fossombroni, respecting the conveyance of slaves 
on board Tuscan vessels, fr^m one port to another in the Levant. 

I have &.C 
(Signed) ' THOMAS AUBIN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., 
8fc. Sfc. Sfc. ' 



Enclosure in No. 35. 
(Translation.) M. Cempini to Mr. Aubin. 

gui^ Florence, 23rrf October, 1838. 

I HASTEN to acknowledge the receipt of the letter with its printed enclo- 
sures, which you did me the honour to address me yesterday- By the same letter 
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you convey to me the wishes of the English Ministry that the Government of EKs 
Imperial and Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Tuscany would provide — 

1st. That the Consular Agents of Tuscany should receive very precise-instructions, 
with regard to the abolition and the repression of the Slave Trade, with a notifica- 
tion of tne penalties which every Tuscan subject will incur who may enter into such 
odious speculations. 

2nd. That until a unanimous agreement takes place between all the Powers, who 
have adhered to the Treaties in force between England and France for the abolition 
of the Slave Trade, Tuscany will at once take measures to prevent the transport on 
board her vessels of Africans, who pass from the ports of Egypt to other ports of 
the Ottoman Empire, as domestics in the suit of their master. 

With respect to the first of these matters, I am delighted to be able to assure 
you, that our judicial authorities are already at work on a penitentiary system, for 
the crimes concerning the Slave Trade, and that, as soon as this system is com- 
plete, the customary publication and notifications will be proceeded with. 

As to the second matter, although I communicated to you in my former letter of 
the 17th, the opinion which the authorities whom it concerns had given as to the 
small advantage which can be hoped for from the isolated act of Tuscany, without 
the simultaneous concurrence of other maritime States, I nevertheless beg you to 
be persuaded, that I will not fisiil to call their attention again to the subject ia 
question. Accept, &c. 

For the MtniHer, 
The British ChargS d^ Affaires, (Signed) ¥. CEMPINI. 

Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 36- 

PlseoufU Pabnerston to Mr. Aufm. 

Sir, Foreign Office ^ Qth November, 1838. 

I HAVE received your Despatches marked Slave Trade, up to that of the 
26th October, 1838. 

You will acquaint the Tuscan Government, that application has already been 
made, by Her Majesty's Government to the Government of Austria, to adopt mea- 
sures, similar to those which you have been desired to press upon the Tuscan 
Government, in order to prevent the conveyance of African slaves across the 
Mediterranean sea ; and that application to the same effect will also be made, on 
the part of Her Majesty's Government, to the Government of any other States,^ 
whose flag shall appear to be used for the purposes above described. 

I am, &c. 
Thomas Auhin, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 37. 
Mr. Aubin to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received December^ 5.) 

My Lord, Florence, November, 21, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose the copy of a Note which, in obedience to the 
instructions contained in your Lordship's Despatch marked Slave Trade of the 9th 
instant, I have addressed to Count Fossombroni, respecting the steps taken on the 
part of Her Majesty's Government, to prevent the conveyance of African slaves 
across Ihe Mediterranean Sea. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) -THOMAS AUBIN. 

The Bight Htm. Viscount Paknerston, G.C.B., 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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Enclosure in No. 37. 
Mx. Auhin to Count Fossombroni. 

MoNSiBUK Le Comte, Florence, 20th November, 1836. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that I have received the in- 
rtnictions of the Government of His Imperial and Royal Highness die Grand 
Duke, that application has already been made by Her Majesty's Government to 
the Government of Austria, to adopt measures similar to those which it has been 
my duty to press, in former conrnoLunications, upon the Government of Tuscany in 
order to prevent the conveyance of African slaves across the Mediterranean Sea ; 
and that application to the same effect will also be made, on the part of Her 
Majesty's Government, to the Government of any other State, whose flag shall 
•wpear to be used for the purpose above described. 

(Signed) THOMAS AUBIN. 

.His E^joeellency Count Fossombrom, 

Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 38. 

Mr. Aubin to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received December 5.) 

My Lord, Florence, 23rd November, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose the copy of a Note, signed by Prince Neri 
Corsini, which I have received in answer to mine, dated the 20th inst., to Count 
"Fossombroni, respecting the adoption of measures by Her Majesty's Government^ 
to prevent the conveyance of African slaves, across the Mediterranean. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS AUBIN. 

The Right Hon. Viscmnt Falmereton, G.CJB., 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fe. 



'Enclosure in No. '38. 



^liranslaction*) Prmee Corsini to Mr. Aubin. 

Bm, Floren^, Q2nd Nov. 1836. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of the 2()th instnnt, by which 
.you informed. me that oommunications to .we same effect with those contained in 
your Note of the 22nd October last, eonceming the few blacks passing from ports 
of Egypt to others of the Ottoman Empire, are to be made in the name of the 
Britiui iSovenmient to the other States, whose vessels are more especially engaged 
in the navigation of the Mediterranean. 

In offering you many thanks for this communication, I beg you to rest persuaded, 
lihot as soon as you may let me know tfie result of ihe said m e asur e s , and the de- 
termination of each of the Governments above alluded to, I shall hasten to make 
the proper use thereof, as regards the vessels and flag of this cdimtry. 

Accept, &c. 
(Signed) For the Minister, 

To the British Charge d'^if aires, NERI CORSINL 

8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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TWO SICILIES. 



No. 39. 

Hon. TVilUam Temple to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 21.) 

My Lord, JVaples, May 5, 1838. 

The messenger Haviland arrived here on the evening of the 26th ult. : 
and I received by him your Lordship's Despatch, marked Slave Trade, together 
with the Queen's ratification, under the Great Seal, of the Convention, which I had 
the honour of signing in conjunction vnth the Plenipotentiaries of France and of 
the Two Sicilies on the 14th of February last ; and which contained the accession 
of His Sicilian Majesty to two Conventions between Great Britain and France, 
whkh have for their object the more effectual suppression of the Slave Trade. 

On the following momiiig I called upon Prince Cassaro, who informed rae that 
the Sicilian Ratification waff prepared, and only required the signature of Ae King 
of Naples, \vhich his Excellency hoped to procure on the 30th, on which day Hfo 
Majesty, who was then staying at Capua with his troops, wa» expected to come i/b- 
Naples. The King, however, not having arrived on that day. Prince Cassaro went 
dovm to Capua on the 2nd instant, and obtained His Majesty's signature to the Ratifi- 
cation. On the 4th instant I called upon Prince Cassaro by appointment when I ex- 
chai^ed with him Her Majesty's Ratification, against the Ratification of the King of 
the Two Sicilies, and I have now the satisfaction of transmitting the latter to your 
Lordship, together with the accompanying certificate, w^ich was signed by myself 
and Prince Cassaro upon the exchange of the Ratifications, according to your Lord- 
ship's instructions. We also signed a Document of a similar nature, to be pre- 
served in the archives of this Government. 

The Plenipotentiary of France has not yet received the Ratification of the 
Convention from his Court ; but he hopes that it will not be long before it arrives, 
as he had written some time ago to his Government, to urge them to hasten its 
transmission to him. 

I beg to assure your Lordship, that it is a source of the highest gratification to 
me to learn, that my conduct during the negotiation of this Treaty has met with 
the approbation of Her M^esty's Government 

I have S^o. 

(Signed) Villi AM temple. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., 

^c. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 40. 

Viscount Palmerston to Hon. W. Temple. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 24, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit for your information a copy of two series of papers 
relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses of 
Parliament, during the present Session, by Her Majesty's command. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

The Hon. W. Temple, 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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No. 41. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Hon. W. Temple. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 9, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a resolution which was voted 
unanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th of May, 1838, for an Address 
to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade, and a copy of the answer, which, on the 23rd of 
the same month Her Majesty was pleased to return to that Address. 

You will see from these papers the unceasing and anxious desire of the Par- 
liament and Government of this country for the extinction of the traffic in slaves. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed PALMERSTON. 

The Hon JVtlUam Temple, 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 

No. 42. 

Hon. William Temple to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received June 20.) 

My Lord, Naples, June 3, 1838. 

The Ratification of His Majesty the King of the French, of the Convention, 
for the more effectual suppression of the Slave Trade, signed at Naples, on the 14th 
of February last by the Plenipotentiaries of Great Britwi, France, and the Two 
Sicilies, having been received by the French Charge d* Affaires, M. de Tallenay 
has exchanged it with Prince Cassaro against a similar instrument, ratified by the 
King of the Two Sicilies. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' WILLIAM TEMPLE. . 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston^ G.C.B., 

Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



London : Printed by William Clovtbi and Sow •, Stamford Street, 
for Her Majeity'i Stationery Office. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Class D. 



CORRESPONDENCE 



WITH 



FOREIGN POWERS, 



NOT PARTIES TO CONVENTIONS 



GIVINO RIOHT OF SEilRCH OF VESSELS SUSPECTED OF 



THE SLATE TRADE. 



1838-9. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



i 



Class D. 



CORRESPONDENCE 



FOREIGN POWERS, 



NOT PARTIES TO CONVENTIONS 



OIVINO RIGHT OF SEARCH OF VESSELS SUSI^CTED OF 



THE SLAVE TRADE. 



rrom May U 1838, to February 2, 1839, inclusive. 



Pretented to both-Houset of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty, 

1839. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED BY WILLIAM CLOWES AND SONS, STAMFORD STREET, 
FOR BEB^HAJESTT'S STATIONEBY OFHCS. 



1839. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Class D. 1838. 



LIST OF PAPERS. 



CONFERENCES IN LONDON. 

Reeeipt. 



Kou Date. 

1. Visoount Palmerston to the Representatives of 

France, Austria, Prussia, and Kussia - - Dec. 1 1 

2. Protocol of a Conference held at the Foreign Office Dec. 1 2 



SUBJECT. 



Invitation to a Conference 



Page 

1 
1 



3. Viscoant Palmerston to Sir F. Lamb 

4. Viscount Pahnerston to Shr F. Lamb 



AUSTRIA. 

- May 24 

- June 9 



5. Viscount Palmerston to Sir F. Lamb • Aug. 23 

One Enclosure 



Printed Papers - - - 3 

Address voted by the House 
of Commons - - - 3 

Transport of Slaves in the 
Levant - - - - 3 



RUSSIA. 



- May 24 Printed Papers - - - 

- June 9 Address voted by the House 
of Commons • • - 

- July 13 Two Russian Vessels sus- 
pected to be engaged in 

the Slave Trade - 

9. Marquis Clanricarde to Viscount Palmerston Nov. 30 Dec. 26 Ditto Ditto 

One Enclosure 



6. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Milbanke 

7. Viscoant Palmerston to Mr. Milbanke 

8. Viscount Pahnerston to Mr. Milbanke 



BUENOS AYRES. 



10. Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston - - Feb. 5 May 23 

One Enclosure 

1 1. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville - 
13. Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston - 
13. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville - 



May 24 

Jan. 16 June 6 

June 9 



14. Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston - 

1 5. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville - 

16. Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston - 

1 7. Mr. Mandeville to Viscoant Palmerston - 



- Jdy 5 Sept. 24 

- Nov. 24 

- Aug. 23 Nov. 30 

- Sept. 26 Dec. 16 



18. Mr. Mandeville to '\^scount Palmerston - - Oct. 14 Jan. 7 

One Enclosure 1839 

19. Viscoant Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville - - Jan. 17 

1839 



Treaty - - . - 

Printed Papers - - - 

««Eloisa''- 

Address voted by the House 
of Commons - - - 

Acknowledgment of Printed 
Treaties- - • - 

Treaty : amended draft 

Acknowledgment of Printed 
Papers - - - - 

Acknowledgment of Ad- 
dress of the House of 
Commons - - - 

Treaty . - . - 



20. Viscount Palmerston to Colonel Campbell - 

21. Viscount Palmerston to Colonel Campbell - 



EGYPT. 

- May 24 

- June 9 



22. Colonel Campbell to Viscount Palmerston - - May 5 June 18 

23. Colonel Campbell to Viscount Palmerston - - June 7 July 17 

24. Colonel Campbell to Viscount Palmerston- - July 4 Aug. 14 

25. Mr. Thurbum to Viscoant Palmerston - - July 16 Aug. 14 

26. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Thurbom - - Aug. 23 

27. Mr. Tharbum to Viscoant Palmerston - - Aug. 14 Sept. 12 

One Enclosure 



9 
10 

10 

10 
11 



Treaty to press the opening 
of Negotiations - - 11 



Printed Papers - - - 1 3 

Address voted by the House 
of Commons - - - 13 

Interview with Mehemet 
Ali on the subject of the 
Slave Trade - - - 13 

Acknowledgment of De- 
spatch - - - - 

Acknowledgment of De- 
spatches - . - 

Transport of Slaves in Aus- 
trian and Tuscan vessels 



Ditto 
Ditto 



ditto 
ditta 



14 

15 

15 
16 
16 



Class D. 



Digitized by 



Google 



IV 



List of Papers. 



HAITI. 

No. Date. 3 

28. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Courtenajr - - Dec. 21. 



Bflceipt. SUBJECT. Page 

Treaty to open Negotiationi 
for accession to Conven- 
tMMM-with.Fraiio» ^^ - IS 



MEXICO. 

29. Mr. Ashbumham to Viscount Palmerston - - Mar. 6 May 21 

One Enclosure 



30. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Ashbumham - 

31. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Ashbumham - 

32. Mr. Ashbumham to Viscount Palmerston - 



May 24 
June 9 

May 5 June 20 



Treaty. The Mexican Go- 
vernment propose to re- 
open the Negotiations^ - 

Printed Papers - - - 

Address voted by the Hous e 
of Commons - 



19 

20 



33. Mr. Ashbumham to Viscount Palmerston - - May 24 July 17 

Two Enclosures 

34. Mr. Ashbumham to Viscount Palmerston- - Oct. 1 Dec. 4 

One Enclosure 



- 20 

Treaty : no answer yet re- 
ceived - - - - 20 

Treaty : consideration of 
the proposed modifica- 
tions postponed - - 21 

Treafy : Nesjotiations de- 
ferred tiU December - 2? 



MONTEVIDEO. 

35. Mr^ Hopd to Viscount Palmerston - - - Feb. 18. May 2Sfc 

One Enclosure 

36. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hood ... May 24 

37. Viscount Pahneraton to Mr. Mandeville • - June 6 

38. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hood ... June 9 

39. Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston - - May 18 Aug. 12 

40. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville - - Aug. 17. 

41. Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston - - Aug. 23. Nov. 30 

42. Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston - - Sept. 5 Dec. 16 

One Enclosure 

43. Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston^ - - Sept. 28 Dec 16 

One.Bticlosure 



Message of Grovemment <m 
the opening of the Cham- 
ber - - . , 

Printed Papers - - - 
Treaty : correction of a mis- 
statement made by thet 
President - - - 

Address voted by the House 
of Commons - - - 



24 
26 

26 

27 
27 



Treaty - . - 

Treaty to renew the nego- 
tiations - - - 2T 

Correction of the Presi- 
dent's mistatements - 28 

Ditto Ditto - - 2S 



Ditto 



Ditto - 



29 



^ NEW GRANADA. 

44. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Turner - 
4dn Viscount Palmerston.to Mr. Turner - 

46. Mr. Adams to Viscount Palmerston' - 

47; Mr. Adams toiViseounl. Palmerston - 

One Enclosure 

48. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Adams - - - Dec 16 

49. Mr. Adams to Viscount Palmerston ... QdL 25 Jan. 

Two Enclosures 1839 

50. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Adams ... Jan. 31 

1839 



- May 

- June 


24 
9 




- Aug. 


2^ 


Oct 


- Sept. 


27 


Dec. 



Printed Papers - - - 31 

Address voted by the House 

prCoDMnoQS - - - 31 

Acknowledgment of De- 

si^tqfaea - - — 31 

Treaty - - - - 31 

Treaty. Amended draft - 33 

Treaty - - - - 33 



Treaty 



S5 



51. Viscount Pakaerstonto Mr. Wilson - 
59h Viscount PaUnertton. to Hr. Wilson - 

53^. Mr. Wiliion, to Viseouot Palmerston - 
54« Viscount PaliMwton to }(r* Wilson - 



PERU. 

- May 24 
• June 9 

. Jline 16 Nov. 

- Nov. 9 



Printed. Papers- - - 36. 
Address voted by the House 
of Commpns ... 3^^ 

2 Treaty . • . - 36 
T^mii ^ , - ,. 3«. 



Digitized by 



Google 



List op Papers. 
VENEZUELA. 

No* Date. Receipt. 

55. Sir R. K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston - - Mareh 13 May 9 

Two Enclosures 

56. Sir H. K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston - - April 11 May 23 

Two Enclosures 



57. Viscount Palmerston to Sir R. K. Porter - 

^ 58. Viscount Palmerston to Sir R. K. Porter - 

59. Viscount Palmerston to Sir R K. Porter - 

60. Sir R. K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston - 

61. Sir R. K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston - 
62.\Viscount Palmerston to Sir R. K. Porter - 

63. Sir R, K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston - 

64. Sir R. K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston - 

65. Sir R. K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston - 

66. Sir R K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston - 

One Enclosure 

67. Sir R, K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston - - Oct. 2 Nov. 23 

One Enclosure 

68. Viscount Palmerston to Sir R. K. Porter - - Dec 1 ^ 



. May 
- May 


24 
31 






- June 


9 






- June 


6 


July. 


19 


- June 

- Aug. 


6 
3 


July 


19 


- July 

- July 


5 
23 


Aug. 


10 


- Aug. 


10 


Sept 


17 


- Aug. 


27 


Oct. 


18 



SUBJECT. Page 

Treaty. Ratification reflised 
by the Senate - - 38 

Treaty. Proposed exten- 
sion of the term for the 
exchange of the ratifica- 
tion - - - - 41 

Printed Papers - -43 

Treaty. Extension of term 
for exchange of ratifica- 
tions - - - - 43 

Address voted by House of 
Commons - - - 44 

Acknowledgment of De- 
spatches . - . 

Ditto ditto 

Treaty: to press for its 
ratification j . » 



44 

44 

45 
45 



69. Sir R. K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston - 

70. Viscount Palmerston to Sir R. K. Porter - 



- Oct. 18 Jan. 7 

1839 

- Jan. 31 

1839 



Treaty - 

Treaty. Document renew- 
ing the period for ex- 
change of ratifications - 45 

Acknowledgment of De- 
spatches. Treaty - 46 

Treaty - - - - 46 

Treaty. Proposed new draft 
and additional articles - 47 

Treaty. Proposed new al- 
terations - - - 48 

Treaty, has pressed fo| the 
ratification - - - 48 

Treaty to press for the rati- 
fication - 



- 49 



71. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox 

72. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox 



UNITED STATES. 

- May 24 

- May 31 



73. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox - . - May 31 

One Enclosure 



74. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox 

75. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox 



- June 9 
Oct. 12 



One Enclosure 

1^^ Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox - - - Nov. 9 

One Enclosure 



Printed Papers - - - 50 

American flag used by Slave 
Traders from the Havana 50 

Slaves landed fVom an Ame- 
rican schooner at Ma- 
tanza - - - • b^ 

Address voted by the House 
of Commons - - - 51 

American flag employed by 
Slave Traders - - 51 

Case of the '* Prova" sla- 
ver cleared out from Char- 
leston - - - - 51 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Class D.— 1888. 



CORRESPONDENCE 



WITH 



FOREIGN POWERS 

NOT PARTIES TO CONVENTIONS. 



CONFERENCES IN LONDON. 



No. 1. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Representatives. of France, Austria, Prussia^ and 

Russia. 



Viscount Palmerston has the honour to invite his Excellency 



to meet him at the Foreign OflSce on Wednesday next, the 12th instant, at two 
o'clock, in order to continue, in concert with the Plenipotentiaries of Austria, Prus- 
sia, and Russia, those negociations for a general agreement of the Powers of Eu- 
rope for the suppression of the Slave Trade, which were begun at Vienna in the 
year 1815, and have since, at various times, been continued. 
Viscount Palmerston avails himself, &c. 

Foreign Office, December llth, 1838. 



No. 2. 
Protocole de la Conference tenue au Dipartement des Affaires JEtrangeres A 

Londres, le 12 Decembre, 1838. 

Presens : 

Les Plfenipotentiares d'AuTRicHE, de France, de la Grande Bretagne, de 

Prusse, et de Russie. 

Les Pl^nipotentiaires d'Autriche, de France, de la Grande Bretagne, de Prusse 
et de Russie, s'6tant r^unis en conference, d'apr^s I'invitation des Plenipotentiaires 
de France et de la Grande Bretagne, afin de continuer les negociations pour un 
concert general des Puissances de TEurope, ayant pour objet la suppression de la 
Traite des Noirs ; negociations qui fiirent commencfees k Viennel'an 1815, et con- 
tinu^es depuis a Verone Tan 1822 ; les Plenipotentiaires de France et de la Grande 
Bretagne propos^rent aux Plfenipotentiaii'es des trois autces Puissances, aujourd' 
hui rfeunis en conference, le Projet de Traite, annexe A. 

Les P16nipotentiaires de France et de la Grande Bretagne prierent les Plenipo- 
tentisdres des trois Cours, de transmettre le dit Projet a leurs Gouvernemens res- 
pectifs, dans I'espoir, que les arrangemens renferm^s dans ce Projet pourraient etre 
trouves compatibles avec les droits et les interfits des sujets des Souverains respec- 
tifs, et propres h, aider k faire cesser le trafic criminel dont il s'agit. 

Les Plenipotentiaires des trois Puissances se chargerent de transmettre le dit 
Projet de Traite k leurs Gouvernemens respectifs, et de demander des instructions 
k cet egard. 

Sans prejuger les determinations que leurs Cours pourraient prendre, les dits 
Plenipotentiaires, chacun pour sa part, declarfirent, que leurs Gouvernemens respec- 
tifs ont de tout temps partag6 les sentimens d'indignation qu' inspirent au Gou- 
vemement Britannique les actes criminels, que les mesures, dont il est question, ont 
pour but de faire cesser. 
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2 CONFERENCE IN LONDON. 

Les Plenipotentiaires d' Autriche, de Prusse, et de Russie ajoutdrent que leurs 
Grouvernemens desirent, aussi ardemment que peuvent le faire ceux de France et 
de la Grande Bretagne, d'^mp^her, que leurs sujets oa leurs Pavilions respecti&, 
ne participent d' une mani^re quelconque au Trafic des Noirs. 

Les Plenipotentiaires de France et de la Grande Bretagne declarerent, que 
leurs Gouvernemens rendent une entiere justice aux sentimens philantropiques et 
gfenereux des Gouvememen« d'Autriche, de Prusse, et de Russie, et sont les pre- 
miers a reconnaitre, que ni les sujets ni les Pavilions de ces trois Puissances ne 
prennent aucune part au Trafic des Neirs. 

Mais le but, dont les Gouvernemens de France et de la Grande Bretagne se pro- 
posent TaccompIiflBement; an moyen du Traits en question* est celui d'empecner, 
que les bandits et les pirates d*autres pays, qui s^adonnent a ce commerce infame, 
ne puissent se prevaloir des Pavilions des trois Puissances, afin de pWrsuivre im- 
punement leurs criminelles entreprises. 

(Signed) HUMMELAUER, BULOW, 

H. SEBASTIANI, POZZO DE BORGO. 

PALMERSTON, 



Translation. 

Protocol of the Conference held at the Foreign Office in London on the XWi 

December, 1838. 

PKESENT. 

The Plenipotentiaries of Austria, France, Great Britain, Prussia, 

AND Russia. 

The Plenipotentiaries of Austria, France, Great Britain, Prussia, and Russia, 
having assembled in conference, in pursuance of an invitation from the Plenipo- 
tentiaries of France and Great Britain, in order to continue those negociations for a 
general concert of the Powers of Europe, for the suppression of the slave trade, 
vFhich were begun at Vienna in the year 1815, and subsequently continued at 
Verona in the year 1822 ; the Plenipotentiaries of France and Great Britain pro- 
posed to the Plenipotentiaries of the three other Powers, assembled this day in 
conference, the project of treaty, annex A. 

The Plenipotentiaries of France and Great Britain requested the Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the three Courtfi, to transmit the said project to their respective Govern- 
ments, in the hope that the arrangements contained in that project might be found 
compatible with the rights and interests of the subjects of the respective sovereigns, 
and well calculated to contribute to the suppression of the criminal traffic in 
question. 

The Plenipotentiaries of the three Powers undertook to transmit the said project 
of treaty to their respective Governments, and to ask for instructions thereupon. 

Without prejudging the determinations which their Courts might take, the said 
Plenipotentiaries, each and severally, declared that their respective Governments 
have at all times shared the sentiments of indignation, entertained by the British 
Government at the criminal acts, which the measm^s in question are intended to 
put an end to. 

The Plenipotentiaries of Austria, Prussia, and Russia added, that their Govern- 
ments are as earnestly desirous, as those of France and Great Britain can be, to 
prevent their respective subjects or flags from being engaged, in any manner what- 
ever, in the traffic in slaves. The Plenipotentiaries of France and Great Britain 
declared, that their Governments do full justice to the philanthropic and generous 
sentiments o^ the Governments of Austria, Prussia, and Russia, and are quite 
ready to acknowledge, that neither the subjects nor the flags of these three Powers 
take any part whatever in the traffic in slaves. 

But the object which the Governments of France and Great Britain propose to 
accomplish by means of the Treaty in question, is that of preventing the o\|tlaw8 and 
pirates of other countries, who give themselves up to this infamous commerce, from 
availing themselves of the flags of the three rowers, in order to pursue their 
criminal enterprises with impunity. 

(Signed) HUMMELAUER, BULOW, 

H. SEBASTIANI, POZZI DE BORGO. 
PALMERSTON, 
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No. 3. 

I 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir Frederick Lamh. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 2Ath May, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit, for your information a copy, of two series of papers 
relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the twa Houses of 
Parliament, during the present session, by Her Majesty's conmiand. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

His Excellency Sir Frederick Lamh G.C.n. 
^c. 8fc. Sfc. 

No. 4. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir Frederick Lamb. 

Sir, Foreign Office, Qth June, 1838. 

I herewith transmit to you the copy of a resolution, which was voted 
unanimously by the House of Commons on the 1 0th of May, 1838, for an Address 
to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade ; and a copy of the answer which, on the 23rd 
of the same month. Her Mi^esty was pleased to return to that Address. 

You will see from these papers the unceasing and anxious desire of the Parlia- 
ment and Government of this country, for the extinction of the traflBc in slaves. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

His Eacelleney Sir Frederick Lamb, Q.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. SfC. 



No. 5. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir Frederick Lamb. 

Sir, Foreign Office 23rd August, 1838. . 

r QBREWITH transmit to you the copy of a communication, which I have 
received from Her Majesty's Consul at Alexandria, stating that a considerable 
number of negroes are conveyed from Egjrpt, in European vessels, to Turkey and 
Barbary, to be retained as slaves there, and suggesting some regulations for pre- 
venting that practice, and for securing liberty to the negroes conveyed in Euro- 
pean vessels to African ports in the Mediterranean. 

I desire, that you vnll communicate the paper in question to the Government to 
which you are accredited ; and add, that Her Majesty's Government are of opinion, 
that the suggestions of Mr. Thurbum may be adopted with benefit to the cause of 
the suppression of Slave Trade, and that Her Majesty's Government hope^ that the 
Austrian Government will give instructions to their Consuls in the Mediterranean, 
to carry the regulations proposed by him into effect 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

HisExeeUeney Sir Frederick La$»b, G.CM. 
See. ifc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 5. 

Mr. Thurbum to Visccunt Pahnerston. — Alexandria, July 16fA, 1838. 
(See Class D, No. 25, page 15.) 
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RUSSIA. 



INo. 6. 

Viscount Palmerstan to Mr. Milhanhe. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 2Ath, 1838- 

I HEREWITH transmit, for your informationi two copies of two series of 
papers relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses 
of Parliament during the present Session, by Her Majesty's command/ 

I am, &c. 
J. R. Milbanke, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

8fc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 7. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. lHUlbanke. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ June 9, 1838. 

I herewith transmit to you the copy of a resolution, which was voted 
unanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th May, 1838, for an Address 
to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade ; and a copy of the answer, which, on the 23rd 
of the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to that address. 

You will see from these papers the unceasing and anxious desire of the Par- 
liament and Government of this country, for the extinction of the traffic in slaves. 

I am, &c. 
J.R. Milbanke, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

8fc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 8. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. MilbanJee. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July, 13, 1838. 

It appears from a conmiunication, which I have recently received from 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge at the Havana, that the Russian brig ^'Golkpka,'* 
Bemandes, Master, had on the 26th April last arrived at the Havana from a 
Slave Trading expedition on the Coast of Africa. 

The information given states, that this vessel was fitted out from Odessa ; and it is 
also stated that another vessel fitted out at Odessa was, at the date of the informa- 
tion, engaged in Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa. 

You will communicate this statement to the Russian Government ; and you 
will express the hope of Her Majesty's Government, that the Government of His 
Imperial Majesty will cause inquiry to be made into the facts of these cases, with 
a view to carry into effect the benevolent intentions of the Emperor of Russia for 
the suppression of Slave Trade. 

I am, &c. 
J. R. Milbanke, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON- 

8fc. Sfc. Sfc. 
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No, 9. 

The Marquis of Clanricarde to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received December 26.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, 30th November, 1838. 

With reference to your Lordship's Despatch to Mr. Milbanke of the 
13th July last, marked Slave Trade, on the subject of the Russian brig ''Ooloubka,'* 
Bernandes, Master, which had arrived at the Havana from a Slave Trading expe- 
dition on the Coast of Africa, I have the honour to enclose a copy of a note, which 
I have received from Count Nesselrode, in reply to one presented to his Excel- 
lency by Mr. Milbanke, and from which it appears that the vessel in question 
sailed from Odessa for Barcelona on the 4th, (16th) December, 1836, where she 
arrived in March, 1837, since which time no information has been received re- 
specting her, by the person to whom she belongs. 

Orders have been given for ascertaining, on the return of the *^ Goloubka* to 
Odessa, how far she may have been engaged in the Slave Trade, and for punishing 
the parties who shall prove to have been guilty. 

Count Nesselrode can procure no information respecting the other vessel re- 
ferred to in your Lordship's Despatch, as Mr. Milbanke was unable to furnish 
him with her name, or witii that of the Master. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CLANRICARDE. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., 

Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 9. 
(Translation.) Count Nesselrode to the Marquis of Clanricarde. 

St. Petersburgh lOth (22nrf) November, 1838. 

The undersigned has laid before his August Master the note (of the 12 
(24) July last), by which Mr. Milbanke acquamted the Imperial Cabinet with 
the suspicions, which have arisen against two ships belonging to Odessa, accused 
of being engaged in the Slave Tr^e on the coast of Africa. The Emperor has 
consequently given orders to the Governor-General of New Russia to ascertain, 
by inquiry, the truth of the facts alleged in the note of the Minister of Her 
Britannic Majesty ; and it is in consequence of the measures taken by the Count 
of Woronzoff, that the undersigned is enabled to communicate the following details^ 
to His 'Excellency the Marquis of Clanricarde, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Her Britannic Majesty. It appears, from the information- 
furnished by the direction of the Quarantine of Odessa, that the brig " Z/'/mmw- 
toife," commanded by Captain Tomaso Bernandes, entered the port of that town 
on the 22nd of October, 1836, under the Spanish flag. She belonged, at that 
time, to Antonio Aleka, and was consigned to the commercial house of Bager at 
Odessa. 

The " Immutable'' had on board 14 sailors, six of whom were English subjects, ^ 
viz., Gaetano Vingello, Felice Aculana, Angello Georgio, Michel Spatieri, Car- 
mello Casano, Giovanni Cutai, and eight Spanish subjects, Paolo Comas, Clemenzio 
Catolez, Giacomo Garara, Giacomo Vilent, Antonio Cliret, Bartolomeo Mutates,. 
Guiseppe Alkarey, and Michel Borno. This vessel afterwards became the 
property of a merchant of Odessa Laoura ; it took the name of ** Goloubka,'^ 
freighted by the merchant Bager ; she left that town on the 4th of December, 
1836, to go to Barcelona, under the command of the said Captain Tomaso Ber- 
nandes, and having on board the same sailors, except the English subject Giovanni 
Cutai, who engaged himself on board another vessel. 

M. Laoura, when called upon in his turn to furnish more ample information 
as to the destination of his vessel, declared that the brigantine the ** Goloubka " 
had been despatched for Barcelona, to the house of Roig and Jacas, where she 
had arrived in the month of March of the year 1837, after having performed 
quarantine at Mabon ; that he had received advice in the mean time that this vessel 
was ready to set sail from Marseilles to Barcelona ; but that since this he had 
not received any news of her, and that he did not know even where she is at pre- 
sent ; that although he still continues to be her proprietor, it has never come to 
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his knowledge that Captain Bernandes was engaged in the Slave Trade ; on the 
contrary, he affirms that he had never any intention that one of his ships should 
be employed in a traffic contrary to humanity^ and interdicted by Treaties ; and 
that an imputation of this nature could never attach to him. M. Laoura expresses 
finally, a aesire that the Imperial Government would order the necessary measures 
to clear up the fact, and that Captain Bernandes, if he is really guilty of 
the crime of which he is accused, may be punished with all the rigour of &e 
laws. 

/ This information being of a nature to induce a supposition that the vessel the 
^ Oohuhkay* formerly the '* Immutabk" is the same as that pointed out to the 
British Government by the English Connnissary Judge at the Havana, the 
necessaiT measures have already been taken by the nnperial Government to 
secure the person of the accused, and if at his return to Odessa his eulpabiH^ 
should be sufficiently established, he will without delay be brought before the 
Courts. 

As to the other vessel of the Russian merchant navy, which may have been 
engaged in the same traffic, it will be indispensable to know the names of the ship, 
and of the Captain who conunands her, seeing that without this information the 
Imperial Government could not, with any chance of success, enter upon the ne- 
cessary investigation respecting her. To conclude, the Directory of tne Quaran- 
tine at Odessa has on its part renewed the order to all the proprietors of Russian 
ships to watch that their CaptMUs do not venture to employ them in the Slave 
Trade ; and this order has l^sides been made known to the merchants at Odessa 
by the Council of Commerce of that town. 

In making this communication, the undersigned is glad to believe that the Mar- 
quis Clanricarde will see the readiness with which nie Imperial Government has 
endeavoured to clear up the doubts raised as to these two Russian vessels, sus- 
pected of having been employed in Slave Trade, and how much it is interested to 
prevent, by all its means, a renewal of that shameful traffic of which Russia^ 
equally with England, highly disapproves. 

He avails himself at the same time, &c. 

(Signed) NESSELRODE. 

His ExceUencjf the Marquis of Clanricarde, 
Sfc. Sfc^ £fc. 
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No. 10. 

Mr. Mundeville to VUowni Palmerston. — (Received May 23>) 

My Lord, Buenos Ayres, 5th February^ 1838. 

Not having received jErom the Minister for Foreign Affairs any answer to 
my note of the 20th of J^muary of last year, in which I again brought forward the 
arguments your Lordship had supplied me with, to induce the Government of 
Buenos Ajrres to conclude a Convention with Great Britain for the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, although I have often urged him to reply to it ; and having, in the 
repeated conversations, which I have had with his Excellency upon the subject of 
tills note, found him aJways adhering to the determination announced in his note 
^iclosed in my Slave Trade, Despatch of January 20, 1837, of not concluding 
II treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade, unless it be accompanied by what 
lie calls a modification of various articles of the Treaty of Amity and Commerce of 
182d, I have thought it my duty no longer to delay putting into execution the in- 
rtroctions contain^ in your Lordship's Despatch marked Slave Trade, of June 10 
of last year, and I this day addressed a note to Don Felipe de Arana, of which I 
have the honour to enclose a copy. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

The Bight Hon. Viscount Palmerston^ G.CB. 
cfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



Enclosure in No. 10. 

Mr. Mandeville to Don Felipe de Arana. 

The undersigned, &c., has received instructions to state to His Excellency 
Don Felipe de Arana, with reference to the declarations contained in His Excel- 
lency's note verbak of January, 1337, which have been confirmed in different con- 
versations the undersigned has had the honour to have with His Excellency on this 
subject, that the Government of Her Britannic Majesty regrets extremely that the 
Gh>vernment of Buenos Ayres, instead of assenting to a proposal so reasonable, and 
so much in conformity with the professions of the Buenos Ayrean Government, as 
that made by Great feritain, should have deemed it expedient to repeat again a 
proposition, which the British Government has already declared to be inad- 
missible. 

The undersigned is, however, again instructed to declare, that the British Go- 
vernment cannot mix up two matters, which are in their nature so distinct, as the 
abolition of the Slave Trade, and a revision of commercial regulations, and Her 
Majesty's Government hopes, that it will not be called upon again to state its fixed 
determination upon this point. 

The Government of Buenos Ayres has urged in Setior Arana's note verhale as 
their chief reason for not concluding the proposed Slave Trade Convention, that to 
do go would be a virtual acknowledgment that Buenos Ayres has not fulfilled the 
engagement, which it contracted by the 14th Article of the Treaty of 1825, that 
such an acknowledgment would be inconsistent with fact, and that new states ought 
to be particularly jealous of their reputation for good faith. Now, Her Majesty's 
Government denies the first of these propositions, and contends that the Con- 
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vention in question » so far from being a virtual impeacliment of the good faith of 
Buenos Ayres would, on the contraiy, be the most signal and indisputable proof of 
the good faith of that state, inasmuch as it woulA provide effectual means for the 
fulfilment of the engagement, contracted in the above-mentioned article of the 
Treaty of 1825. 

For what is the substance of that article ? It contains two engagements : first. 
That Buenos Ayres shall co-operate with Her Britannic Majesty for the completion 
of the beneficent work of "totolly abolishing the Slave Trade ;'^ and secondly, that 
Buenos Ayres shall prohibit the Trade within its own territory, and prevent all 
persons inhabiting within its jurisdiction, from taking any share in such trade. 

Now, these two engagements were obviously separate and distinct from each other : 
the first was general ; the second, particular. The first, was applicable to all parts of 
the world, where Slave Trade is or may be carried on ; the second confined to the 
territoiy of Buenos Ayres, and to persons inhabiting therein. 

The first was an engagement to co-operate with England in totally abolishing 
the Slave Trade, that is to say, in endeavouring to abolish it all over the world ; the 
second was an engagement to abolish it by specific laws, within the dominions over 
which the republic has, and exercises jurisdiction. Now, how stands the fact as to 
the second proposition of the Buenos Ayrean Government, namely, that it has 
faithfully executed the engagements contracted by the 14th article ? 

Her Majesty's Government is compelled, with infinite regret, to say, that these 
engagements have hitherto not been fiilfiUed. 

The lesser engagement has indeed been executed. The greater one remains a 
dead letter. The Slave Trade has, it is true, been prohibited within the territory 
of Buenos Ayres, but no step whatever has been taken by the Buenos Ayrean 
Government to co-operate with Her Britannic Majesty, for the total abolition of 
Slave Trade in other parts of the Globe. No co-operation whatever has been 
afforded by Buenos Ayres for the accomplishment of that beneficent object, as the 
Treaty very justly described it, although nearly thirteen years have elapsed since 
that Treaty was concluded. 

Her Majesty's Government therefore, concurring entirely with that of BuenoB 
Ayres in the third of the above-mentione dpropositions, that it peculiarly behoves new 
states to be careful to establish, by their early dealings with other powers, a high 
reputation for good faith, founds upon this very maxim, its renewed appeal to the 
honour and justice of the Government of Buenos Ayres ; and the undersigned is 
instructed to press upon the consideration of the Argentine Government, that when 
a solemn engagement of a Treaty has remained for more than twelve years entirely 
neglected, and unexecuted, notwithstanding repeated applications for fulfillment, it 
is by carrying such engagement promptly and fully into effect, and not by refusing 
to act upon it, that ^ character for good faith can be established among the nations 
of the world. 

The Convention which the undersigned has been instructed again to propose, 
contains in detail those mutual stipulations and arrangements, which will enable 
Great Britain and Buenos Ayres to co-operate for the total extinction of the Slave 
Trade, and Her Majesty's Government confidently hope that, when the Govern- 
ment of Buenos Ayres shall have maturely weighed the considerations, which have 
thus been submitted to their judgment, they will no longer hesitate to agree to ihak 
Convention. 

The undersigned, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

His Excellency Don Felipe de Arana, 
8fc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 11. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville. 

Foreign Office, May 24, 1838. 
I HEREWITH trwismit for your information, two copies of two series of papers 
relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses of rar- 
liament, during the present Session, by Her Majesty's command. 

I am, &c. 
To J. H. Mandeville, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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No. 12. 
Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received June 6th.) 
My Lord, Buenos Ayres, January \6th, 1838. 

I HAVE had the honour to execute the instructions contained in your 
Lordship's Despatch marked Slave Trade, of the 24th October last, and I have 
expressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of this Republic the satisfaction, with 
which Her Majesty's Government received the intelligence of the confiscation, by 
the Government of Buenos Ayres, of the Brazilian schooner briff '' Eloisa** together 
with every thing on board, for having been equipped for the Slave Trade. 

His Excellency assured me that nothing would be more gratifying to the Go- 
vernor of this Province, charged with the foreign relations of the Rej^ublic, than 
to obtain, by his acts, the satisfaction and esteem of Her Majesty's Government, 
more particularly when, at the same time, he was able to evince his sincere desire 
to act up to the spirit, as well as the letter, of the treaty existing between this 
country and Great Britain. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

The Right Hon.Viseount Palmerston^ G.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 13. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 9th, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a resolution which was voted 
unanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th of May, 1838, for an address 
to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade, and a copy of the answer, which, on the 23d of 
the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to that address. 

You will see, from these papers, the unceasing and anxious desire of the Par- 
liament and Government of tins country for the extinction of the traffic in Slaves. 
I am commanded by Her Majesty to instruct you to communicate these papers 
to the Government of Buenos Ayres, and earnestly to press upon them the imme- 
diate conclusion of the negotiations, with which you are charged on this subject. 

I am, &c. 
J. H. Mandeville, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 14. 

Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received 24tth September.) 

My Lord, Buenos Ayres, July bth, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Despatch 
marked Slave Trade, of the 19th April, transmitting to me two printed copies of an 
additional Article to the Treaty concluded at the Hague, on the 14th of May, 1818, 
between Great Britain and the Netherlands, for the prevention of the traffic in Slaves ; 
likewise two printed copies of a Treaty, by which the Hans Towns have acceded 
to the conventions between His late Majesty and the King of the French, for the 
more effectual suppression of the traffic in Slaves, and also two printed copies of a 
Treaty, by which the Grand Duke of Tuscany has acceded to the above-mentioned 
Convention, between His late Majesty and the King of the French. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 

Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 
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No. 15. 
Vtscomd Pahner^on to Mr. MmndeviUe. 

SiB^ Foreign Office, November 2Ath, 1838. 

I HAVE received your Despatch, marked Skve Trade, of the 5th of 
Pebniary, 1838, inelosing the copy of a note, which you had addressed to the 
Minister of Buenos Ayres, pressing him to conclude a Treaty between Great 
Britain and the Argentine Republic, for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

Her Majesty's Government approve of that note ; and I herewith send you a 
Draft of a Trea^, containing, in an amended fc)nn, the propositions which were 
contained in the Draft which was sent out to Mr. Hamilton^ on the 8th of Sep- 
tember, 1834. 

I have to de^re that you wiU propose this amended Draft to the Government of 
Buenos Ayres fOT their adoption. 

In case the Government of Buenos Ayres should, on account of expense, or for 
any other reason, object to appoint Commissioners to act, on the part of the Ar- 
gentine Republic, in the Mixed Court of Justice to be established under the Treaty, 
you may meet such objection by proposing two additional articles, which I herewidi 
send you. 

Her Majesty's Government is most anxious to iMdte all the ttiaritiine Siates^ of 
Christendom in a league against Slave Trade ; and I am commanded by Her Ma- 
jesty to instruct you to use your best efforts to induce the Government to which 
you are accredited to sign the Treaty which I now send you. 

I am, &c. 
J. H. Mandeville, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 16. 
Mr. Mandeville to P^iscount Palmerston. — (Received November 30.) 
My Lord, Btfenos Ayres j 23frf August, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship^s De- 
spatch, marked Slave Trade, of the 24th ot May last, transmitting to me, for my 
information, two copies of two series of Papers relating to the Slave Trade, which 
have been presented to the two Houses of Parliament during the present Session by 
Her Majesty's command. 

I have &0C 
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

T^e Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, O.C.B. 
8fc. Sfc. 8[c. 



No. 17. 
Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received December 16.) 
My Lord, Buenos Ayres, 26th September, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Despatch, 
marked Slave Trade, of the 9th June last, transmitting to me the copy of a Reso- 
lution which was voted unanimously by the House of Commons, on the 10th May of 
this year, for an Address to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade, and a Copy of the 
Answer which, on the 23rd of the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to 
return to that Address. 

In obedience to your Lordship's directions, I shall not fs^ to communicate these 
Papers to the Government of Buenos Ayres, and earnestly press upon them the 
immediate conclusion of the negotiations, with which I am charged, for the sup- 
pression of the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 
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Naia 
Mr. MandeviHe to Fifewnt Pabner9t(m.--(R€eeif9ed January 7, 1889.) 
My Lord, Buenos Ayresj \Aih October^ 1838. 

WeEV I vocnnmumcated to this GoirerBmeot ihe AddresB to Her M^etty of 
Ae iiou0e of Owunoiifi of the lOthMay lart, upon Slave Trade, and Her M^erty'f 
aasw^r, I laid great strew npra iHud expedienejr of jih umaiediate iOoneluBian of the 
negotiations, with which I am charged, for the suppression of this ahomiaaUe 
traflGic. I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship the copy of a note, which 
I hwe leeeiirediiom M. de Arana in reply, in which he stat^ that the Govemoc 
observes from this communication the incessant desire of the Parliament and of 
the Government of Great Britain for the extinction of the traffic in slaves, and has 
become acquainted thereby, that I have received orders from my sovereign to urge 
the Government of Buenos Ayres to an immediate conclusion of the negotiation 
with wliich I am charged on this subject. In consequence of which he, M. de 
Arana, has been commanded by his Excellency to signify to me the sincere and 
friendly disposition of the Argentine Government, to adhere to and conclude the 
above-mentioned negotiations, and that the Government will enter upon them as 
early as the numerous occupations, arising out of the present unjust blockade by 
the French squadron, will permit. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLK 

The Right Hon. Fkcount Palmmtony G.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 18. 

Don Felipe Arana to Mr. Mandeville. 

(Translation.) Buenos Ayres, \2th October, 1838. 

The undersigned has had the pleasure to lay before his Excellency the 
Governor and Captain-General of the Province the note from your Excellency, 
under date of the 4th instant, accompanied with a copy of a certain Resolution, 
unanimously voted by the House of Commons on the 10th of May last, for an 
Address to be presented to Her Britannic Majesty on the subject of the Slave 
Trade, and Her Majesty's answer thereto, dated on the 23rd of the same month. 

His Excellency observes from the tenor of these copies the incessant and 
anxious desire of the Parliament and Government of Great Britain for the ex- 
tinction of the traffic in slaves, and has become acquainted thereby, that 
your Excellency has received orders from Her Majesty to urge effectively the 
Government of Buenos Ayres on the immediate conclusion of the negotia- 
tions, which your Excellency has been empowered to enter upon, relating to this 
subject. 

The undersigned has it in command from His Excellency the Governor, in 
answer to your Excellency's before-mentioned note, to signify to your Excellency 
the sincere and friendly disposition of the Argentine Government, to adhere to 
and conclude the before-cited negotiations relative to the extinction of the traffic 
in slaves, and that the Government will enter upon them as early as the numerous 
attentions, which arise out of the. present unjust blockade by the naval forces 
of His Majesty the King of the French, and consequent pretensions, vnll 
permit. 

God grant your Excellency many years. 
The British Minister, (Signed) FELIPE ARANA. 

S^c. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 19. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 17, 1839. 

I HAVE received your Despatch, marked Slave Trade, of the 14th October, 
1838, containing the answer of M. Arana to the pressing invitation which you made 
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to that Minister, to agree to the immediate conclusion of a Treaty between Great 
Britain and Buenos Ayres, for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

I have now to instruct you again to urge the Government of Buenos Ayres to 
conclude this Treaty. 

You will point out to the Buenos Ayrean Minister, that the French blockade seems 
to have no natural connexion with the Slave Trade treaty, and ought not to prevent 
the Argentine Government from concluding an arrangement, which would be so 
honourable to the Republic. 

I am, &c. 
J. H. Mandeville, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 



Digitized by 



Google ^ 



13 



I 



EGYPT. 



No. 20. 

Viscmnt Palmerston to Colonel Campbell 

Sib, Foreign Office, May 24, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit for your information a copy of two series of papers 
relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses of Par- 
liament, during the present session, by Her Majesty's command. 

I am, &c. 
Lieut.-Colonel CampbeU, (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 21. 

Viscount Palmerston to Colonel Campbell. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 9, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a resolution, which was voted 
unanimously by the House of Commons, on the 10th of May, 1838, for an address 
to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade ; and a copy of the answer, which, on the 23rd of 
the same months Her Majesty was pleased to return to that address. 

You will see from these papers the unceasing and anxious desire of the Parliament 
and Government of this country for the extinction of the traffic in slaves. 

I am, &c. 
Lieut.' Colonel Campbell, (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. 8f€. Sfc. 



No. 22. 
Colonel Campbell to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received June 18.) 

My Lord^ Alexandria, May 5, 1838. 

On the receipt of your Lordship's Despatch of the 17th of January last, I 
lost no time in bringing the subject of it imder the notice of Boghos Bey, and re- 
questing of him to transmit a copy of the Despatch to the Viceroy, who was then in 
the Delta. 

For this purpose I gave a French translation to Boghos Bey, who, in a few days 
after, informed me, that the Pacha would communicate verbally vrith me on the 
Slave Trade question, on his return to Alexandria. 

The Pacha returned here on the 28th of April ; and I have now the honour to 
report the particulars of my interview with him on that subject. 

I began by recapitulating to Mehemet Ali the diflferent points of your Lordship's 
Despatch, and by explaining to His Highness the very warm and humane, as well as 
generous interest, taken in the abolition of that nefarious and cruel traffic, the Slave 
Trade, by the entire British people of every class and description ; and that every 
step which His Highness would take in this abolition, would tend to raise him in 
the estimation of aU Europe, and would, more than anything else, endear him to 
the people of England. 

I added, that I hoped that he would enable me to make such a report to her 
Majesty's Government, as would prove his desire to attend to their humane wishes, 
and to answer to the expectations, which they had formed from the well-known en- 
lightened character of Mehemet Ali. I told him that I hoped I should have a reply 
in writing, which would be still more satisfactory than a verbal communication. 
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Mehemet Ali replied, that he had the most anxious desire to conform in every- 
thing to the wishes of Her Majesty's Government, and to do all in his power to 
obtain the good opinion of ttie people of England ; but that the abolition of slavery 
could not take place in any Musulman country, unless by very slow degrees, which 
could only be brought about by time, and the union of circumstances. He said that 
he would not permit his oflEicers in the interior to seize slaves ; but as some of those 
officers had their harems and families in Cairo and in Alexandria, it would be too 
serious an undertaking for him to prevent his officers from doin^ what was done by 
all other classes, and which must continue, more or less, so long as Turks had 
harems ; but he repeated that he was desirous to do all in his power to ameliorate 
slavery, and leave the rest to time. 

I then asked, if his Highness would favour me with a reply in writing to that 
effect, and express his own sentiments for the gradual abolition of slavery, as far 
as possible in the present state of the countries subject to his Government. He re- 
plied that he must positively decline giving to me any reply in writing ; as he had 
seen that my former communications with nim, and his order to his Governors, had 
been published in the Augsburg Gazette, and that he was persuaded that Her Ma- 
jesty's Government would see how much and how seriously any manifestation by 
him, of an intention to abolish slavery, would injure him in the eyes of every Musul- 
man in every part. 

From the manner in which Mehemet Ali refused to reply in writing, I felt that it 
would be useless to press that point ; and I contented myself by stating my hopes, 
that he would do what he coiud to ameliorate the condition of the slaves, and to 
lay hold of any opportunity which might present itself for lessening the traffic. To 
this he replied, that he would do so most willingly ; and on my stating the fact, that 
some Europeans carried on this most abominable trade between the Upper Coimtry 
(Nubia and Soudan) a^d Ci^ro and Alexandria, he replied that I must be quite 
aware, that although he reprobated such conduct on the part of Europeans, stiD he 
could not interfere, as they were only amenable to their own Consuls, who alone 
were to be blamed for permitting it. 

I am glad to say, that Mehemet Ali himself does not now purdiase any more 
slaves for his own use or service. 

Mohamed Bey (a Turk), the chief constructor of the Arsenal here, is married 
to an English woman, and is the father of four children, all of whom, vsdth the 
mother, dress in the European manner. 

Mohamed Bey walks publicly vnth his wife and children, and no notice is now 
taken of this by other Turks, vrith all of whom he appears to be on good terms; 
and his condiict as a husband a&d as a father is most correct. 

Examples of this kind will, I hope, multiply, and will work the gradual abolition 
of the Slave Trade ; and it is only by his own example that Mehemet Ali has made 
the name of European and Chrikian to be respected in Egypt and Syria, and that 
such perfect toleration of religion is permitted, that I have vritnessed Turks, wh# 
have been in England, attending the Protestant chapel in Cairo. 

I have, &c. ^ 

(Signed) PATRICK CAMPBELL. 

The Right Hon. Viscmnt Pahnerstofif G.C.B. 
Sfc. ^c. Sfc. 



Ni>. 23. 
CoioMl CamfbeUto Vi^mnt I'^6iimergton*'^(it&e0wed JWy 17.) 
My Lord, Akwemdrut, June 7, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yout Lordship's Despatch 
Slave Trade, of the 24th May, transmitting to me printed copies of papers con- 
nected with that subject. I have, &c. 

(Signed) PATRICK CAMPBEUi. 



The Right Han. Fi9o&unt Pabnerstan, Q.C.B. 

Sfc. ^0. ^. 
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No. 24. 

Colonel CampheU to PXscount Palmerston. — (^Received August 14.) 

Mt licmD, AleiffandHa, July 4, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Des- 
patches and their Enclosures of the 24th Ittay and the Oth June last, marked Slave 
Trade. I have, &c. 

(Signed) PATRICK CAMPBELL. 

TU Mgkt HmK Viseount Pabnep^tm, G.C.B' 
Sf^ Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 25. 

Mr. Thurhumfo yiseount Pahnerston^-^^^Reeeived August 14.) 
My Lord, Alexandria^ July 16, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship, that a considerable number of 
negroes from the interior of Africa are conveyed from this country, in European 
vessels, to different ports of Turkey and Barbaiy. These individuals are generally 
brought to this place by the Mussulmen Pilgrims, on their return from Mecca ; ai^d 
the restrictions respecting the conveyance of slaves are evaded, by passing them 
under the denommation of servants, or by causing a declaration to be made on the 
part of their masters before the Local Tribim^d, that they have obtained their 
liberty ; a stipulation which, however, there is too much reason to believe is in most 
cases revoked, on their arrival at the port of destination. My attention was of late 
more particulasly called to the intercourse thus kept up, by the departure of the 
Cadi of Mecca, on his return, through this country, with his family, in whose suite 
not less than thirty individuals, male and female, similarly circumstanced, were em- 
barked for Constantinople on board a steamer under Tuscan colours, the manage- 
ment of which is confided to M. de Rosetti the Consul-General of Tuscany at this 
Port. On becoming acquainted with that fact, I obtained from Colonel Campbell 
a copy of the Convention concluded between Her Majesty and the Grand Duke of 
Tuscany on the 24th of November, 1837, and conmaunicated it to M. de Rosetti, 
pointing out to him the risk of seizure, to which any vessel carrying passengers of 
the description alluded to would be exposed. He stated that he •had not the most 
distant idea of conniving at a traffic in slaves^ and that a declaration had been for- 
mally made in his office, that the individuals in question were servants. He said 
that he had not had any previous knowledge of the Convention of the 24th of 
November, 1837, which having never been communicated to him by the Tuscan 
Government, he co&sidered as nk>re particularly directed against the trade carried 
on beyond the Straits of Gibijtltar, but that he would refer immediately to his Go- 
vernment for instructions, as to the extent of its application to this country. 
Austrian vessels ate prohibited by their Government from carrying slaves, but their 
, Consular Authorities in the Levant think that they have done everything that their 
duty strictly requires of them, when a declaration is produced by the parties em- 
barking negroes on board the vessel of that nation, that they are servants, or have 
obtained their liberty. 

As domestic sktvery m Turkey is exempted from many of those circumstances 
of cruelty, with which the condition of slaves in other countries is chargeable, and 
as they are viewed by the Mussulmans more in the light of adopted children, and 
are even entitled by law to a portion of their master's property at hie death, the 
advocates of the system consider that a distinction should be made, between slaves 
purchased for the Colonies, and those employed for domestic purposes in the East ; 
but whatever modifications the traffic in slaves may he subject to in this quarter, 
it cannot be doubted that it has a tendency to keep alive that barbarous commerce 
in the interior of Africa; and so long as the absolute right of property of the master 
over the person of the slave is admitted by law, the principle is equally revolting to 
humanity, and must be reprobrated by the natk»n, that has made so many effi)rts and 
pecuniary sacrifices for the suppression of that traffic. 

I beg, therefore, to solicit from your Lordship, instructions as to the course to be 
adopted on such occasions, with respect to vessels of those States, which have 
entered into Treaties with Great Britain for the abolition of the trade in slaves ; 
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and I venture to (Suggest, that some advantage might be derived frdm the adoption 
by the Consular Authorities generally, of a regulation, requiring that eadi iiult<- 
vidnal negro embarked at this Port should be provided with a document from the 
Mehk^me, recognising his or her freedom, and that all negiK)e» proceedit^g^lhKa 
henc^ to pther Pprts should be called before the Consuls of the respective vessels 
here, and mformed that they are free. As a further precaution, those certificates of 
freedom might be lodged with the master of tlie vessel carrying pa^aeogers of that 
description, and by him, on his arrival at the Port of destination, deposited vnth 
his Consul, for the purpose of being delivered to the individuals in question. In 
virtue of those documents, the Consul might claim the i'ight of protecting all negroes 
conveyed by European vessels from being again enslaved, a right in the exercise of 
which your Lordship would, no doubt, have the co-operation of every enlightened 
Government. The arrangement here proposed, though it might riot put cm iMme- 
diate and entire stop to Ihe trade in slaves, would, by thro^ving additional obstacles 
in the way of their tranBportktion, have the effect of diminishing the demand in^the 
markets of the Red Sea, and thus advance another step Jjowaras the final suppres- 
sion of the trade in that quarter ; and I have reason to believe, that the Pacha o£ 
Egypt would be far from raiising cmy difficulties, to retard the accomplishment ipf 
so desirable an object. I have, &o. 

(Signed) R. THURBURN, 

The Right Hon. VUcimnt Palmerston^ G.C.Jo. 
8fe. 8f€. 8fc. 



No. 26. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Thurhurn. 

Sib, Foreign Office, Augwt 23, 1838. 

I HAVE received your D^patch, Slave Trade, of the 16th of July, 1838. * >, 

I have sent copies of that Despatch to Her Majesty's Ministers at Vienna, aod 
at Florence ; and I have recommended the adoption of the regulations which ycm 
suggest for preventing negroes, who are carried by European vessels in the Medi- 
terranean, from being consigned to slavery. 

I observe by the remarks which you state yourself to have made to M. Rossetti 
upon this subject, that you are not aware, that the Conventions on Slave Trade, to 
which the coast of Tuscany has acceded, do not authorise the search and seizure of 
vessels in the Mediterranean Sea. 

I am, &c. 
B. Thurbum, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 27. 
Mr. Thurlurn to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received September 12.) I 

My Lord, ' Alea^andria, August 14<A, 1838. 

With reference to my Despatch of the 16th of July, on Slave Trade, I 
have now the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of the answer, received by 
the Tuscan Consul-General here, from Prince Corsini, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
at Florence, on the subject of the interpretation to be given to the convention, 
entered into with Tuscany on the 24th of November, 1837, for the suppression of 
the Slave Trade. 

There being no stipulation in that Convention, expressly referring to the Medi- 
terranean Sea, though it embraces part of the African coast, the Government of 
Tuscany does not admit the right of search for slaves, within the Straits of Gi- 
braltar, the limits for the exertion of that right being between the 10th degree of 
south and the 15th degree of north latitude ; but, as Prince Corsini, in the De- 
spatch referred to, has established the rule, that all slaves become free, from the 
moment of their embarkation on board Tuscan vessels, or landing on Tuscan terri- 
tory, His Highness the Grand Duke will, no doubt, be disposed to second Her 
Majesty's Government in any arrangement, which they may deem it advisable to 
propose, with the view of giving full effect to that rule, and of ensuring in the Me- 
diterranean, as well as in the Atlantic, the complete suppression of the Slave Trade. 
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The conveyance* of slaves from port to port of Turkey in European vessels, 
though not attended with any of those horrors, which stigmatise the traffic on the 
western coast of Africa, is nevertheless a branch of that iniquitous commerce, and 
equally deserving the attention of the British Government. , 

T riAve &0C 

(Signed) R. THURBURN. 

The Right Hon. Fiscaunt Palmerstm, G.C.B. 
8;c. Sfc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 27. 



(Translation) — Cammunicatian Jirom the Minister of the Grand Duchy of Tuscany 
to M, A. de Rosetti, their ConsuUGeneral in Egypt. 

Sib, Florence, 21*« July, 1838. 

It is quite true that in November last Tuscany acceded to the Conventions, 
by means of which France and Great Britain proposed to themselves to oppose 
obstacles to the Slave Trade. But the accession of Tuscany, as likewise the tenor 
of the Conventions existing between the aforesaid nations, refers only to the pre- 
vention of the transport of slaves in a mass, for the purpose of carrying on there- 
with a guilty commerce, as well as of the attempt so to transport them ; which, as 
you wiU see, has nothing in common with the transport of servants, either black or 
white^ as the ca^e may m, which may be carried on (entirely without any view to 
the Slave Trade) in ordinary vessels. 

I have reason to believe that in a short time the above-mentioned Treaty of 
Accession of Tuscany will be published, together with the penalties, to be pro- 
nounced by our laws against the transgressors, and then the same will be com- 
municated to you. It will then be very easy for you to persuade the British Con- 
sul of the evident mistake he is in, seeing that, besides the plain characteristics 
which distinguish a vessel destined to the forcible detention and transport of those 
unhappy slaves, (characteristics which are naturally never apparent in other vessels, 
destined for the ordinary transport of passengers or merchandise,) it is certain that 
the search and detention of any vessel whatever cannot take place in the waters, 
which must be passed over on a voyage between Alexandria and Constantinople, 
since the nearest bounds within which the cruisers may act are those which extend 
from the 10th degree of south to the 15th degree of north latitude, which, as every 
body knows, puts out of the question any search of the vessels which make a voyage 
between Alexandria and Constantinople. 

The only circumstance to be noted bv whoever wishes to transport slaves, either 
into Tuscany, or in a vessel covered witn the Grand Ducal flag, is, that the dave, as 
soon as he has put his foot on board a Tuscan vessel, or on Tuscan soil, passes 
under the protection of oiu: laws, and ought, therefore, if he demand it, to be set at 
liberty. 

(Signed) (For the Minister) 

M. A. de Rosetti, N. CORSINI. 

Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 
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No. 28. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Caurtenay. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ 2U« Becember, 1838. 

I Herewith transmit to you six copies of two Conventions, conclinled in 
1831 and 1833, between Great Britain and France on Slave Trade. 

I alsd send to you two copies of the Treaties, by which the Governments of Den 
mark, Sardinia, the Hanse Towns, Tuscany, and Naples, have acceded to those 
Conventions , and I have to instruct you, that when you shall have concluded and 
signed the Commercial Treaty, which you are charged tonegociate with the Govern- 
ment of Hayti, you will communicate to the President the Conventions as above- 
mentioned ; and you will propose to his Excellency, that the Plenipotentiary of 
Hayti shall conclude with you a Treaty, acceding, on the part of the Government 
of Hayti, to those Conventions, in the same manner as the other states above mten- 
tioned have done. 

These Conventions assume that the States, which are parties to them have enacted 
laws, punishing perstms, and confiscating ships, engaged in Slave Trade. If, there- 
fore, you shall find the President of Hayti disposed to conclude a Treaty of Acces- 
sion, you will suggest to him the expediency of passing immediately laWs against 
Slave Trade, as a foundation for such Treaty. 

I transmit to you, herewHh, Her Majesty's full power to enable you to condhide 
and sign. 

I am, &c. 
Captain Cowrtenay, R.N, (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 
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No 29. 

Afr. Ashbumham to Visamnt Palmerston.^-^iRecehed May 21.) 

(Extract.) Mexico^ 6<A March^ 1838. 

Since the re-appointment of Senor Cuevas, and with reference to that part 
of the Report presented by him to the Congress, and fonning the subject of my other 
Despatch of this day, I took occasion to inquire of his Excellency whether, and if so, 
what, steps had been adopted by the Government, in -conformity with the conversa- 
tion I had the honour to report to your Liordship by my Despatch marked Slave 
Trade, of the 7th November last, towards the re-^op^^^^g ^^ negociations with Her 
Majest/s Government for the conclusion of the Treaty for the suppression of that 
traffic. His Excellency replied, that nothing had yet been done, as the Confess 
had only within a day or two rendered their decision upon the Report given m by 
the Committee ; that the Congress were no less anxious than the Government, that 
a measiu'e so interesting to the cause of humanity and honourable to both countries, 
should be completed with as little delay as possible ; and had accordingly recom- 
mended to the Government to open a fresh negociation with Her Majesty's Go- 
vernment. 

On being reminded by me of my suggestion, that the proper course, as well as 
apparentiy the more expeditious, would have been to furnish the Mexican Minister 
in Xiondon vdth full powers for that purpose, Sefior Cuevas alleged the necessity of 
submitting the Treaty when signed, and previous to ratification, to the Chambers, 
and the probability, if not certainty, of many alterations being suggested by that 
body, which must be adopted, as lUcely to render the negociation more tedious than 
it would be if carried on here. 

I do not see the force of his Excellency's argument ; but not having yet received 
any instructions from your Lordship on the subject, I did not think it expedient to 
press the matter any further, the more so as I believe Sefior Gutierrez de Estrada 
IS absent from England, and that there is reason to look before long for the return 
of Mr. Pakenham. 

I must not conceal from your Lordship, that one great objection in the eyes 
of the Legislature is, the mutual right of search, — ^the pivot, it appears to me, 
upon which the whole measure turns, — an objection arising from the jealousy 
of what they call the free navigation of these seas ; and the humiliation they seem 
to see in the fact, that while the British cruisers may have frequent occasion to 
detain and search trading vessels bearing the Mexican flag, the scanty number of 
their navy will allow them but few opportunities of exercising their right vrith 
regard to British vessels. 

It was in vain that I showed SeQor Cuevas that the very concession of the 
right of searching suspected vessels bearing the Mexican flag would be the surest 
means of preventing the frequent recurrence of the actual search ; and that in fact 
the measure was more directed against the ships of other countries, who, having 
entered into such treaties with Great Britain, could not with any safety carry on 
that traffic, unless under the flag of a country unfettered by such compacts. 

I pointed out to his Excellency the benefits which this measure would confer on 
Mexico with regard to Texas, by checking the inportation of slaves to that, there is 
reason to believe, the best market for them now existing. His Excellency, though 
seemingly convinced of the force of these sufficientiy obvious remarks, still urged 
the impossibility of conquering the prejudice of the people. 

I have the honour to enclose a copy and translation of a note I only received late 
last n%ht from Sefior Cuevas, enclosing; a copy of the decision of Congress against 
the Treaty concluded by Mr. Pakennam, and authorizing the Government to 
take measures for the conclusion of a new one. 

D 2 
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Enclosure in No. 29. 
(TranBlaiion.) M. Guevas (0 Mr. Ashhurnham. 

Falaee of the National Governments Me^ic$^ 
5th March, 1838. 

The Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to Mr. Ashburnham a 
copy of the two Articles with which the opinion of the respective Commission con- 
cludes, and which were approved by the Chambers of Deputies, relative to the 
Treaty for the abolition of the Slave Trade, concluded between this Republic and 
England. 

Conformably to the assurance of the second of these Articles, the Supreme 
Government will occupy itself as soon as possible with the affair, in order that the 
negoQiation may again be opened, and the undersigned will have the pleasure of 
communicating it immediately to Her Britannic Majesty's Charg^ d' Affairs, to 
whom, &c. 

(Signed) LUIS. G. GUEVAS, 

1st. The Treaty concluded between the Plenipotentiaries appointed by tie 
Government of Mexico, and that of her Britannic Majesty, for the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, and signed in Mexico, 16th April, 1837, is not approved. 

2nd.^ Let this document be transmitted to the Government, in order that, taking 
eogniaanco of.ity they, may again ppei^ negociations, and conclude another treaty. 
Me^co, 5th March, 1835. (Signed) CUEVAS. 



No. 30. 
Viscount Palmerstofi to Mr. Ashhurnham. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 2ith May, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit, for your information, a copy of two series of papers 
relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses of Par- 
liament, during the present Session, by Her Majesty's command. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

The Hon. Charles Ashbumham, 
Sfc 6fe. Sfc 



No. 31. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Ashburnham. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 9«A June, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a resolution which was voted 
unanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th May, 1838, for an address to 
Her Maj:es^ upon Slave Trade ; and a copy of the answer which, on the 29d of the 
same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to that address. 

You will see from these papers the unceasing and anxious desire of the Parlia- 
ment and Government of this country for the extinction of the traffic in slaves. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON- 

The Hon* Charles Ashburnham, 
8f€. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 32. 

Mr. Ashburnham to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received June 20.) 

My Lord, - Mea!ico, 5th May, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt; of yom: LoMship's Despatch 
marked Slave Trade, of the 16th February, instructing me to state to the Mexican 
Government the readiness of that of Her Majesty to meet the wishes of the Mexican 
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Republic upon some points of the Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade, 
signed by Mr. Pakenham on the 16th Apnl, 1837, which, as I have had the mortifi- 
cation to announce to your Ijordship, has been rejected by the Chamber of Deputies ; 
and to the ifirtroduction of certain modifications in the shape of two additional 
Articles. 

I lost no time in obeying your Lordship's command ; but Seflor Cuevas, at the same 
tiHie that he expressed the greatest willingness to conclude this affair to the satisfac- 
tion of Her Majesty's Government, declared his inability, in the present state of 
aeffiEurs, to give it that attention which it required, in order to carry it through the 
Congress. 

I begged him to fix a day before the departure of this packet for holding a con- 
ference on the subject, which he promised, if possible, to do ; but, as I feared would 
be the case, I have waited in vain for his summons ; and am thus obliged to hope 
that the peculiar circumstances of the Government at this conjuncture vrill excuse 
in your Lordship's eyes my inability at present to announce anything definitive, as 
to the vi^ws of thia Gowrnment on the subject. 

I have &CC 

(Signed) C. ASHBURNHAM. 

The Right Han. Vucount PaJmerston, G.C.B., 

8fc. Sfc. 8fc, 



No. 33. 

Mr. Ashbumham to Viscount Palmerston.'^^JReceived July 17.) 

My Lord, Mexico, Sl\th May, 1838. 

I REGRET that it is still out of i^ power to announce to your Lordship any 
progressi^ towards the completion of the Treaty with thb country for the suppression 
of Sie Slave Ti-ade. 

I have neglected no opportunity of directing the attention of Seftor Cuevas to 
the subject, as one to which Her Majesty's Government attaches the highest im- 
portance ; and with a view to obtain an interview for the purpose of making known 
to his Excellency the propositions, by means of which Her Majesty's Government 
proposes to remove the objections raised by the Committee, and concurred in by the 
Con^ss, if only to be enabled to inform your Lordship, whether the introduction into 
the Treaty signed last year of the modifications suggested, might not appear to the 
Mexican. Gover^piment preferable to the more tedious and laborious operation of 
making an entirely new Treaty, I addressed to his Excellency a note, a copy of 
which I have the honour to enclose, which, I am sorry to say, and as your Lordship 
will see by the accompanying copy of his Excellency's answer, was not more suc- 
cessful than my verbal representations of the urgency of the matter. 

I must, however, do SeQoi; Cuevas the justice to express my belief, that the post- 
ponement of the consideration of your Lordship^s propositions is not the result of 
any indifference to the wishes of Her Majesty's Government. The whole attention 
and enerffies of the Government are fully employed in seeking, not an arrangement 
of their differences with France, for that is hopeless at this moment, but the means of 
carrying on the Government from day to day ; and in defending themselves rather 
against their domestic than their foreign enemy. 

It must also be observed, that the Chambers are now assembled in extraordinary 
sieBsiqn ; and that it would have been extremely difficult, especially at the present 
conjuncture, to obtain their consideration of the Treaty, even had it been nossible to 
make the proposed modifications, immediately upon the receipt of your Lordship's 
Slave Trade Despatch of the 15th February. 

I believe, however, that I may assure your Lordship, that the Mexican Govern- 
ment is most anxious to meet the wishes of that of Her Majesty, by a speedy termina- 
tion of this affair ; and on my part no vigilance shall be wanting to seize the earliest 
opportunity of bringing the subject before them. 

I have £cc 

(Sign^) C. ASHBURNHAM. 

The Right Hon. Fheount Palmertton, G.C.B., 
8fe, 8fc. Sfc. 
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First Enclosure in No. 33. 
Mr. Ashhurnham to M. Cuevas. 

Meanco, \Zth May, 1838. 
The undersigned, &c., has already intimated to Setior Don Luis Gonzaga 
Cuevas, tlmt he has mecetved insbnictions from Her Majesty's Government fx> 
propose to his Excellency certain modifications of tiie Treaty, signed last year, for 
the more effectual suppression of the Slave Trade, the introduction of irhieb, in 
additional articles, may probably induee the Congress to give it that xatificatioii 
which, greatly to the disappointment of Her Majesty's Government, they have 
withheld from it. 

It can scarcely be necessary to remind Sefior Cuevas of the high importance 
attached by Her Majesty's Government to this subject, impelled ny which they 
have long since combated and triumphed over the interested policy and pre- 
judices of several powers who, unlike the Mexican Republic, had an almost direct 
interest in the continuance of that execrable source of gain ; and he is persuaded 
that the Mexican Government is far from indiflferent to the honour which must 
accrue to it from a hearty co-operation with that of Her Majesty, in preventing the 
flag of this republic from being profaned by sheltering this criminal traffic. 

He cannot therefore but hope, notwithstanding the pressure of affairs upon Sefior 
Cuevas, that His Excellency will name a day and hour for a conference upon this 
aubject before, the departure of Her Majesty s packet now in waiting at Vera Cruz, 
in order that he may be enabled to submit to Her Majesty's Government, some 
satisfactory information as to the probability of securing, without loss of time, the 
co-operation of the Mexican Republic towards the attainment of the noble object of 
their solicitude. 

The undersigned, &c. 
. (Signed) C. ASHBURNHAM. 

His EoiceUency Sefior Don Luis G. CuevaSy 
Sfc. 8fc. 8^c. 



Second Enclosure in No. 33. 

(Translation.) M. Cuevas to Mr. Ashbumham. 

Palace of the National Government, Meanco, \^ih May, 1836. 

The undersigned, &c. has received the note, which Her Britannic Ma- 
jesty's Charge d' Affaires did him the honour to address to him on the 13th instant^ 
intimating that, having received instructions from his Government to propose to 
that of the Republic certain modifications of the Treaty signed last year for the 
abolition of the Slave Trade, he would wish to hold a conference with the under- 
signed on the subject, before the departure of the packet now at anchor at Vera 
Cruz. 

The Supreme Government of the Republic, animated by similar philanthropic 
sentiments to those entertained by that of Her Majesty, is most anxious for the 
speedy conclusion of the aforesaid Treaty, and will leave no means untried to 
procure the attainment of this object 

For this purpose the imdersigned would immediately hold a conference upon the 
subject on any day Her Majesty's Charge d' Affaires might be pleased to appoint^ 
were it possible that such conference could of itself alone promote the end in view ; 
but as it is both necessary and expedient that the undersigned, as he has already 
apprised Mr. Ashbumham, should maturely consider the matter in question, which 
it is impossible for him to do at present, as well because the English packet is 
shortly about to sail, and also on accoimt of the great number of important and very 
ui^nt affairs, which now occupy the attention of the Government and General 
Gmgress, the imdersigned entreats Mr. Ashbumham to have the goodness to 
postpone this discussion, solely for the time absolutely necessary, at the expiration 
of which the affair shall be treated of with the preference it deserves, and in 
accordance to the wishes of the undersigned. 

He avails himself, &c. 

(Signed) LUIS G. CUEVAS. 

The Hon, C. Ashhurnham, 
Sfc. 8fc. 8se. 
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No. 34. 

Mr. Ashhurnham to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received December 4.) 

My Imblb, Mewie^^ \9t October^ 1838. 

Having, in obedience to your Lordship's commands, notified in your De- 
spatch marked Slave Trade of the 9th of June last, communicated to Seflor Cuevas 
the resolution unanimously voted by the House of Commons on the 1 0th of May 
for an address to Her Majesty upon the Slave Trade, and the answer which Her 
Majesty was graciously pleased to return thereto, I took occasion, in conformity 
with your Lordship's fiirther directions, to impress upon his Excellency the great 
importance attached by Her Majesty's Government to the speedy completion of 
the Treaty, negotiated by Mr. Pakenham and the Mexican Plenipotentiaries, and 
earnestly pressed him to fix an early day, when I might submit to his consideration 
the proposals which I was charged by your Lordship to make, for such modifica- 
tions as might meet the difficulties raised by the Committee of the Chamber of 
Deputies, against the ratification of that Treaty in its present form. 

For the reasons mentioned in my Despatch on the subject of the 24th of May, 
I entertained but slight hopes of success in this fresh representation ; and by the 
enclosed copy and translation of the answer I received, your Lordship will see, 
that at the same time that his Excellency professes the greatest desire to conclude 
the negociations, notwithstanding the pressure of his duties at this moment, it would 
lead to no result until the opening of the next session, the present being wholly 
devoted to the laborious and difficult task of arranging the financial system of the 
country. 

His Excellency has also confidentially assured me, that it was to the interest 
of the object in view to wait until next session ; as at that period the present 
Chambers will be renewed, that of the Deputies by one-half of its present members, 
the senate by one-third, and that the ministry entertain confident hopes, that the 
returns of the new elections will add greatly to its influence, and enable it to carry 
this measure with less opposition than they could at the present moment, even sup- 
posing that it were possible to- present the ma t ttsr to the Congress during its extra- 
ordinary sessions. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. ASHBURNHAM. 

The Right Him. Viscount Palmer ston, G.C.B. 
^c. 8fc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 34. 
M. Cuevas to Mr. Ashhurnham. 



Palace of the National Government, Mexico, 
21th August, 1838. 

The undersigned, &c., has received the note of Mr. Charles Ashhurnham, 
dated the 25th instant, wherein, in consequence of fi^esh orders which he had 
received from his Government., he urges the speedy termination of the negotia- 
tions, pending with respect to the abolition of the Slave Trade. The undersigned 
has already had the honour to assure Mr. Ashhurnham verbally, and has now the 
honour to repeat that assurance, that the Mexican Government entertain the 
same desires as those which animate that of Her Britannic Majesty upon this 
question, and that they will experience the greatest satisfaction in contributing 
by every means in their power to the extinction of so inhuman a traffic, and that, 
with so noble an object in view, they will omit no exertion in order that the already 
commenced negotiations may be entered upon agaia and be brought to a pros- 
perous conclusion. But in order that this object be happily attained, the under- 
signed has deemed it expedient, as he has already mentioned to Mr. Ashhurnham, 
that the preliniinary steps should be deferred until the month of December next, 
to the end that, the undersigned having concerted measures with the Conunittees 
of Foreign Relations of both Chambers of the General Congress, the new Treaty 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 MEXICO. 

my be forthwith concluded^ and be submitted to their approbation during the 
next period of their ordinary Sessions ; seeing that during the present one^ as 
Mr. Ashburnham is aware, solely questions relative to the national revenue can 
be discussed. 

The undersigned submits the above explanation, in answer to the aforementioned 
note of Her Britannic Majesty's Charg^ d'AffaireSi to whom he repeats, &c. 

(Signed) LUIS G. CUEVAS. 

The Hon. C. Ashburnham, 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 
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MONTEVIDEO. 



No. 35. 
Mr. Hood to f^count Palmerston. — (Received May 22.) 
My liORD, Monte Video, February 18, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that the Legislative Chambers of this 
Republic met in General A^embly on the 15th instant. The House being opened 
for the dispatch of business by the Vice-President, the annual Message from the 
Executive Power was delivered and read ; a print^ copy of which I herewith en- 
close, accompanied by a translation of that part of it wnich has reference to its 
relations with Great Britain. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS SAMUEL HOOD. 

The Bight Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 35. 



An Extract from the Message of the President of the Oriental Republic of 
the Uruguay to the General Assembly, upon opening the Chambers on the 
15th February, 1838. 

(Translation.) 

England, in its character of a great maritime and commercial power, has not de- 
sired any other condition than thatof perfect equality with those nations who may be 
found in the same position with itself. Founded u|)on this principle, the negotia- 
tion of the Treaty of Commerce, navigation, and friendship, proposed by its bove- 
reign, might have terminated in a manner reciprocally advantageous if that basis, 
80 acceptable as well as just, had not brought prepared, various other stipulations 
making illusory the principle which gave rise to the intended amendments in the 
Protocols of ] 835. The Minister of the Republic to the Court of Madrid had 
some conferences in London with the Principal Secretary for the Foreign Affairs 
of His Majesty, to clear up whatever might be equivocal in the true spirit of them, 
and to approximate the conclusion of the Treaty, by relaxing some modifications, 
and withdrawing others whose importance was no longer vital, in consequence of 
time having obUterated them, or because other well-considered motives required 
it. The negotiation was renewed to all appearance under better auspices by the 
Plenipotentiary of the King in the Argentine Provinces, but the Government 
had the sorrow to perceive that his faculties were not less restrictive than those 
of his predecessor. Presuming from this that the result of the new discussion 
would not be more satisfactory than the first, the explicit declarations, mutually 
exchanged in this affair, made the contracting parties know how unprofitable was 
their reciprocal persistance, and the necessity to put an end in tms state to the 
extended and useless correspondence w)iich had been begun. An equal fate at- 
tended the Convention proposed for the abolition of the traffic in slaves, whose 
ratification, as stated by the ministers of His Majesty, was made dependent on that 
of the Treaty which it accompanied. 

They (the Montevidean Government) have recognized nevertheless that if the 
interests of the one and the other country have not been able to conciliate in this 
negotiation what ought to serve as a basis of our external political system, the 
Governments who bring good faith for their guide, are not for this the less de- 
serving of confidence, vrithout there being necessary the stipulation of a Treaty to 
Class D. E 
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restrain them within the limits which are imposed by a sense of equity, when it 
would be very unjust to impute solely to an interested motive the cause of the 
friendship which they cultivate ; but if it be true that the union of this feeling 
and a sense of duty form the tie of friendship, with a firmer character than what 
would be effected by the former of these two titles alone, it is likewise so that the 
justice and generosity of the great British people wiQ never allow the friendship 
of a new-bom country, who owes to its mediation in a great measure the happiness 
of its political existence, to depend upon any other basis than those which can in- 
crease it, and secure to it its sympat^. 

It is, finally, flattering that the iKxecutive power can manifest to you that the 
appreciable relations with that Cabinet will be as unalterable and well sustained, 
as are sincere the sentiments which animate them> and faithful the good 
offices which it does not cease to shower forth to strengthen them in the double 
ties of gratittude* 

Upon these titles, as well as amongst the recollections which the benevol|9iit 
reign of the late monarch William IV. has left behind, are engraved the intensity 
of the ^ef which all classes of the Republic manifested on receiving the fatsJ 
news of his separation from this life, and it can only be mitigated by the flattering 
security that, under the auspices of his august successor wiu be maintaiii^, with 
equal consistency, the ties of the same friendship. 



No. 36. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hood. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 2Ath, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit, for your information, a copy of two series of papers 
relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses of Par- 
liament during the present Session by Her Majesty's command. 

I am &c. 

To Thomas S. Hood, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 37. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 6«*, 1838. 

I HAVE to instruct you to present a note to the President of the State of 
Uruguay, requesting him publicly to correct a misstatement which is ccmtained in 
a part of His ExceUency's Message to the Legislative Assembly, in which, re* 
ferrinff to the relations between Great Britain and Uruguay, His Excellency states 
that the British Government had dedared that Great Britain would not concliide 
with Monte Video, a Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade, unless the 
Government of Monte Video was prepared to conclude, at the same time, a Treaty 
of Commerce with Great Britain. This erroneous assertion was no doubt occ&«> 
sioned by some misconception or misunderstanding : but you will find by my Despatdi 
of the 25th of July, 1834, that Mr. Hamilton was instructed to make to the Go* 
vemment of Monte Video, a statement directly the reverse ; and to say that, even if 
tiie British and Montevidean Governments were agreed as to a Treaty of Commerce, 
the British Government would refuse to conclude such a Treaty with Monte Video, 
unless Monte Video would consent to coi^lude simultaneously a Treaty for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade. 

You will say, that Her Majesty's Government, in order that a false impression 
may not remain as to their sentiments on this matter, request that the correction of 
this misrepresentation of their conmiunication may be made by the Montevidean 
Government, in the same manner in which the misstatement itself was made. 

You will further say that the British Government is ready at once to conclude 
with Monte Video, a Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade, without 
waiting for the signature of a Treaty of Commerce ; and you will add, that the 
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MoQtiefvidesB Ooirermttent is earnestly invited by that of Great BrHain, immedi- 
ately to sign and conclude such a Slave Trade Treaty. 

I am, &c. 
To J. H. MandevtUe, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. 6(c. ifc. 



No. 38. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hood. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 9, 1833. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a resolution which was voted 
nnanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th of May, 1838, for an address 
to Her Majesty upon the Slave Trade, and a copy of the answer, wfaidi, on the 
83rd of the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to tluit address. 

You will see, from thepe papers, the unceasing and anxious desire of the Parlia- 
nmit and Govemment of this country for the extinetioii of the traffic in Slaves. 

I am commanded by Her Majesty to instruct you to communicate these papers 
to the Moptevidean Grovemment, and earnestly to press upon them the immediate 
conclusion of the negociations with which you are charged on this subject 

V I am, &c 

To Thomas 8. Hood, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 39. 
Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received August 12.) 

My Lord, Buenos Ayres^ \dth May, 1838. 

I HATE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Despatch, 
marked Slave Trade, of the 22nd February last, of this year, acquainting me that, 
with regard to the negotiation of a Treaty of Conmierce between Great Britain 
and Montevideo, your Lordship has referred to the Board of Trade the several 
points upon which the Montevidean Minister is desirous that modifications should 
be made ; and that, in order to obviate the objections which the Montevidean 
Government has raised, to conclude the Treaty for the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, arioBg out of the ineonvenieBces which its fulfilment would occasion, owing 
to the want of a national maritime force, and of a revenue sufficient to defray the 
expenses of officers to be employed in the Mixed Commission, your Lordship has 
been pleased to furnish me with instructions to enable me to make proposals for 
the purpose of obviating these difficulties. 

I shall gladly avail myself of the facilities, which these instructions will give me 
in treating with the Montevidean Government, so soon as any disposition appears 
on their part to renew the negotiations. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

The Bight Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
^c. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 40. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville. 

Sir, Foreign OjB^e, 17rt August^ 1838. 

I HAVE recrived your Despatch of the 18th of May, 1838, and I hare to 
desire that you will not postpone acting upon the instructions conveyed to you in 
my Despatch, Slave Traae of the 23nd February, of tfab year, until the M<»itevidean 
€iovernment shall have expressed a disposition to resume dlie negotiations for the 
ccniclusion of a Slave Trade Treaty with Great Britian ; but that you will, upon the 
receipt of ibis Despatch, make a direct proposal to the Mcmtevidean Minister, to 
renew the negotiations for the purpose above stated, and that you will in tiie 
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course of those negotiations avail yourself of the instructions conveyed to you in 
my Despatch above-mentioned of this series^ in order to arrive at a succesitful issue 
with as little delay as possible. 

I am, &c. 

J. H. MandevtUe, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

^c. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 41. 
Mr. MandeviUe to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received November 30.) 

My Lord, " Buenos Ayres, 23rd August, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Despatch 
of the 6th June, directing me to present a note to the President of the State of 
Uruguay, requesting him publicly to correct a misstatement, which is contained in a 
part of his Excellency's Message to the Legislative Assembly, wherein it is stated^ 
that the British Government liad declared, that Great Britain would not conclude 
with Montevideo a Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade, unless the 
Montevidean Government was prepared to conclude at the same time a Treaty of 
Commerce with Great Britain. 

By the last accounts from Montevideo, that town was closely invested by 
General Rivera's troops, and sanguinary scenes were daily taking place under its 
walls. 

I trust that your Lordship will not, therefore, disapprove of my deferring for a 
short time to address this note to the President of that Republic, until the Govern- 
ment of that country assume a somewhat more settled form, when I shall not fail 
to make the representation in the manner prescribed by your Lordship's Despatch. 

X have Slc 
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 

8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 42. 
Mr. MandevUle to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received December 16.) 
My Lord, Buenos Ayres^ 5th September, 1838. 

Although the position of the Government of Montevideo has not much 
improved since I last had the honour to address your Lordship, still, as it may 
hold on for some time longer, I have, in obedience to the directions contained in 
your Lordship's Despatch, marked Slave Trade of the 6th June, addressed a note 
to the President of the State of the Uruguay, of which the enclosed is a copy. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 

Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



Enclosure in No. 42. 
Mr» MandeviUe to the President of the Republic of Uruguay. 

Buenos Ay res, September 5th, 1838. 

The undersigned, &c., has received instructions from Viscount Palmer- 
ston, &c. directing him to request of His Excellency the President of the Republic of 
the Uruguay publicly to correct a mistatement, which is contained in part of His 
Excellency's Message to the Legislative Assembly of this year, in which, referring 
to the relations between Great Britain and the Republic, His Excellency states that 
the British Government had declared that Great Britain would not conclude with 
Montevideo a treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade, unless the Government 
of Montevideo was prepared to conclude, at the same time, a Treaty of Conunerce 
with Great Britain. 
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It 18 difficult to ooncehre how this erroneous assertion took its rise, or from what 
inisconception or misunderstanding it proceeded, for not only did Mr. Hamilton, in 
the year 1835, make a statement directly the reverse to the Government of Monte- 
video, and said that, even if the British and Montevidean Governments were 
agreed as to a Treaty of Amity and Commerce, the British Government would 
refuse to conclude such a Treaty with Montevideo, unless Montevideo would con- 
sent to conclude simultaneously a Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade ; 
but the undersigned, after the rupture of his negociations for a Treaty of Com- 
merce, in a note addressed by him, October 27th, 1826, to M. Llambi, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs at that time, represented to His Excellency " that whatever might 
have been the motives which induced the Government of the Uruguay to throw 
obstacles in the way of the negociations of a Treaty of Amity and Commerce, 
which the British Government proposed to it through Mr. Hamilton during the 
last year, or to make demands of a nature which the Government of the Uruguay, 
in preferring them, might have been certain that Great Britain would never consent 
to ; still there can exist no motive that a free state could bring forward, to prevent 
the Montevidean Government from negotiating a Treaty for the extinction of the 
abommable traffic in slaves ;" and the imdersigned proceeded in this note to urge 
that Government to conclude the Treaty ; and further, in his reply to Don Benito 
Blanco's note of Sept. 9th, of last year, when negotiations for a Treaty of Amity 
and Commerce were renewed between His Excellency and the undersigned, he 
observed to that Minister in these words, " The obstacles in the way of the com- 
pletion -of the Treaty of Amity and Commerce being now on the part of the Mon- 
tevidean Government, I trust, overcome, there remains only the objections which 
your Excellency has raised against concluding a Treaty for the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, as proposed by my predecessor, which, if not destroyed, all that we 
have done and all that we may do, with regard to the conclusion of the first-men- 
tioned Treaty are as nothing. I have the honour to repeat to your Excellency with 
the greatest respect and truth, that the ratification of the power by the British 
Government is made dependent upon the conclusion of the latter. 

In order, therefore that a fake impression may not remain as to the sentiments of 
Her Majesty's Government on this matter, the undersigned is instructed to request 
that the correction of this misrepresentation of their communication may be made 
by the Montevidean Government, in the same manner in which the mistatement 
itself was made. 

The British Government is ready at once to conclude with Montevideo a Treaty 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade, vrithout waiting for the signature of a 
Treaty of Commerce ; and the Grovemment of the Republic of the Uruguay is 
eaarestly invited by that of Great Britain immediately to sign and conclude such a 
Slave Trade Treaty. 

The undersigned, &c. &c. 

(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

Hm Ec^eUency the President of the Repicbiic of the Uruguay, 
&fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 43. 
Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Paltnerston — {Received December 16<A.) 
My Lord, Buenos Ayres, September 28fA, 1838. 

I Have the honour to transmit to your liordship a copy and translation of 
a note, which the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Uruguay has 
sent to me, in reply to the note which, in obedience to the instructions contained in 
your Lordship's Despatch, marked Slave Trade, of the 6th of June of this 
year, I addressed to the President of that Republic, requesting His Excellency to 
correct a mistatement which appeared in his Messsge to the liCgisIative Assem- 
bly, in which His Excellency observed that the British Government would not 
oonclude with the Republic a Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade, 
unless the Government of Montevideo was prepared to conclude at the same time 
a Treaty oi Conmierce with Great Britain. 

M. Villaderaoros informs me, that when sufficient time has elapsed to meditate 
and resolve upon a business of such importance. His Excellency the President will 
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not hesitate, if there be grounds, to alford to the Goremmeitt of Her Majesty com- 
plete satisfaetion, which is no saerifiee, smee jostioe, and thcar^n the d^piityof 
die Oriental Republic requires it 

I have, &c^ 
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

TheJRigM Hon. FhcountPabneratan^G.C.B., 
Sfc. i Sfc. Sfc* 



Enclosure in No. 43. 

(Translation.) M. FUlademoros to Mr. MandevUle. 

Department (^Foreign Affairs, Montevideo, September 2b, 1838. 

His Excellency, the President of the Oriental Republic of the Uruguay, has 
been informed of the contents of the note which Mr. Mandeville, &c., hss bees 
pleased to address him, requirin^that a public correctbn should be made of a wrong 
conception contained in part of the message of \a& Excellency to the L^islative 
Assembly of this year, in which, r^erring to the relations between Great Britein and 
the Republic, he adSBurms that the British Government had declared that Great Britain 
would not condude any Treaty wi& Montevideo for the suppression of the diime 
Trade, unless the Government of Montevideo should be prepared to conclude at the 
same time a Treaty of commerce with Great Britain. 

The undersigned, &c., has in consequence been authorized to reply, that as soon 
as the time absolutely necessary to meditate and resolve upon a business of such 
importance has been taken, his Excellency will not hesitate, if there be an oppor- 
tunity, to afford to the €k>vemment <^ her Britannic Majesty comjdete sa&s£9kction, 
which is no sacrifice, since justice requires it, uid th^dfore the dignity itself of 
the Oriental Republic. 

The undersigned, &c. &c 
(Signed) CARLOS G. VILLADEMOROS, 

J. H. Mandeville, Esq. 
8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 
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No. 44. 

Vtscimnt Pabnerston to Mr. Turner. 

Sib, Foreign Office, May 24, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit^ for your infimnation, a copy of two series of papers 
relating to the ^ave Trade> which have been presented to the two Houses of rar- 
Hainent^ during Ihe present Session, by Her Majesty's command. 

I am, &e. 
Wmcan Turner, Eiq., (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 45. 
Viscount Pabnerston to Mr. Turner. 

SiE, Foreign Office, June 9, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a resolution which was voted 
unanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th May, 1838, for an Address to 
Her Majesty upon Slave Trade ; and a copy of the answer, which, on the 23rd 
of the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to that Address. 

You will see from these papers the unceasing and anxious desire of the Parlia- 
ment and Government of this country for the extinction of the traffic in slaves. 

I am commanded by Her Majesty to instruct you to communicate these papers 
to the Columbian Government, and earnestly to press upon them the immediate 
conclusion of the negotiations with which you are charged on this subject. 

I am, &c. 
WilKam Turner, Bsq.y (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sf€. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 46. 
Mr. Adams to Viscount Pabnerston. — (Received October 28.) 

My Lord, Bogota, August 23frf, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's De- 
spatch marked Slave Trade, of 19th April last, addressed to Mr. Turner. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) WM. PITT ADAMS. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmer ston, G.C.B., 
8fc. 8fc. 8fc. 

No. 47. 
Mr. Adams to Viscount Pabnerston. — (Received December 9.) 

My Lord, Bogota, 27th September, IS38. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's De- 
spatch, marked Slave Trade, of 9th June last, addressed to Mr. Turner. 

In compliance with your Lordship's instructions, I communicated to the Gra- 
nadian Government a copy c^ a resolution of the House of Commons of 10th May 
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last, for an Address to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade, and a copy of the answer 
which, on the 23rd of the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to that 
Address. i 

With reference to that part of your Lordship's instructions, which enjoins me to 
press upon the Government of this country the conclusion of negotiations respect- 
mg Slave Trade, I have the honour to state, that no negotiations are at present 
pending at Bogota, having for their object the more effectual suppression of the 
traffic in slaves. 

It occurred, however, in the course of conversation with the Granadian Minister 
before the receipt of your Lordship's Despatch, that his Kxcellency mentioned to 
me the prevalence of a report, that the Granadian flag had in some instances been 
used for the prosecution of the detestable commerce, though he was not in posses- 
sion of any official information on the subject. General Herrau likewise expressed 
the anxiety of his Government for its final extinction, and inquired of me what 
steps had recently been taken by Her Majesty's Government to effect that object, 
observing the language of my instructions, and that of the resolution of the House of 
Commons, and believing tnat this Government are sincerely desirous of contri- 
buting to the same object I ventured to address a note to the Granadian Minister, 
of which the enclosed is a copy, transmitting copies of the Conventions between 
Great Britain and France of 30th November, 1831, and 22nd March, 1833, and 
inviting the Government of New Granada to a careful consideration of their 
contents, 

I have informed the French Charg6 d' Affaires of my proceedings in this affair, 
who is not in possession of any instructions on the subject. As soon as I receive an 
answer from the Granadian Minister, I shall have the honour of communicating 
it to your Lordship. 

i have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. PITT ADAJVIS. 

The Rieht Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., 
cfc. Sfc. 8(c. 



Enclosure in No. 47. 

"* Mr. Adams to General Herrau. 

British Legation, Bogota, Qth September, 1838. 

The undersigned. Her Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Affedres has received 
instructions from his Government to communicate to His Excellency, General 
Herrau, the Granadian Minister for Foreign Relations, the enclosed copy of a 
resolution which was voted unanimously by the British House of Commons on 10th 
May last, for an address to Her Majesty upon the subject of the Slave Trade, and 
the copy of the answer, which, on the 23rd of the same month. Her Majesty was 
pleased to return to that address. 

The Granadian Government will see from these papers, the unceasing and 
anxious desire of the Parliament, and Government of Great Britain, for the 
extinction of the traffic in slaves ; and the undersigned being well aware of the 
sympathy of the Government of General Herrau, in the endeavours of the nations 
of Europe to put an end to the Slave Trade, has the honour likewise to transmit to 
His Excellency, copies of two Conventions between the sovereigns of Great Britain 
and France, signed at Paris on the 30th November, 1831, and 22nd March, 1833, 
respectively, " for the more effectual suppression of the traffic in slaves," and begs 
leave to invite the Government of New Granada to a careful consideration of their 
stipulations : he adds a copy of the Treaty by which the Grand Duke of Tuscany 
has acceded to the above-mentioned Conventions between Great Britain and 
France, being the last of many similar acts of accession which has reached his 
hands. The undersigned, &c. 

(Signed) WM. PITT ADAMS. 

To General Herrau, 

8fc. Sfc. Sfc. 
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No. 48. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Adams. ' 

Sib, Foreign Office, December 15, 1838. 

I HAVE received your Despatch, marked Slave Trade, of the 27th of Sep- 
tember, 1838, enclosing the copy of a note which you had addressed to the Minis- 
ter of Granada, pressing him to conclude a Treaty between Great Britain and the 
Republic of Granada, for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

I herewith send to you a Dr^ft of a Treaty for this purpose, similar to those 
Treaties which have recently been proposed by Her Majesty's Government to the 
Governments of Chile, of Buenos Ayres, and of other Republics in South Ame- 
rica. 

- The stipulations of these Treaties are different in many essential respects, from 
the stipulations of the Treaty, concluded between Great Britain and France, upon 
Slave Trade, which you communicated to the Granadian Minister by your note to 
His Excellency, of the 8th of September, 1838. 

The most essential difference between the Treaty, of which I now send you a 
Draft, and the Conventions concluded with France is, that by the last-mentioned 
Conventions vessels detained for slave trading, are, together with their crews, to be 
delivered over to the ordinaiy Tribunals of the countries whose flag they bear, in 
order to be tried by the laws of such countiy ; whereas, by the Treaty of which I 
send you a Draft, vessels so detained are to be sent for adjudication before Mixed 
Commissions, established for the special purposes of taking cognizance of such 
cases. The latter arrangement seems to be most suitable to the case of New Gra- 
nada ; and is the arrangement contained in the Treaties, which Great Britain has 
concluded with Spain, the Netherlands, Portugal, and Sweden ; and the same ar- 
rangement also has uniformly been included in the several Treaties on Slave Trade, 
which have been proposed by Great Britain to the South American States. If the 
Granadian Government should, on account of expense, or for any other reason, ob- 
ject to appoint Commissioners, to act on the part of the Granadian Republic, in the 
Mixed Courts of Justice to be established under the Treaty, you may meet such 
objection, by proposing two additional articles, which I herewith send you. 

I enclose with this Despatch full powers from Her Majesty, to enable you to 
conclude and sign the Treaty. 

Her Majesty's Government is most anxious to unite all the maritime states of 
Christendom, in a league against Slave Trade ; and I am commanded by Her 
Majesty to instruct you to use your best efforts to induce the Government, to which 
you are accredited, to sign the Treaty which I now send you. 

I am, &c. 
W. P. Adams, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 49. 
Mr. Adams to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received January 7, 1839.) 
(Exti-act.) Bogota, October "2,5, 1838. 

In my last Despatch, I had the honour of enclosing a copy of a note I had 
addressed to the Granadian Minister, in pursuance of your Lordship's instructions, 
and to state that I had invited the Government of this country to a careful consider- 
ation of the stipulations of the Conventions between Great Britain and France for 
the more effectual suppression of the traffic in slaves. On the 6th instant I received 
an answer, of which copy and translation are enclosed, from the Granadian Minister, 
whi^h, while it so far mistakes the object of my note, as to construe it into an 
invitation to proceed at once to the negotiation of a Convention on the subject of the 
Slave Trade, expresses at the same time an earnest desire to co-operate in the most 
efficacious manner towards the final suppression of that dreadful traffic, and con- 
cludes with informing me, that the President of the republic had conferred full 
Ewers on General Herrau, the Secretary of State for the Interior and Foreign 
elations, for the purpose of entering with me into negotiations on this subject. 
Upon the receipt of the above note, I sought an interview with his Excellency, 
and explained to him, that my instructions did not authorise me to enter immediately 
Class D. F 
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upon the negotiation of a Slave Trade Convention ; that in all the acts of accession 
hitherto received by the mission, France had been a party, as well as Great Britain ; 
and that the French Charge d* Affaires had informed me he was furnished with no 
instructions on the subject ; that my object was to ascertain whether the Granadian 
Government could accede to the general principle of the Conventions, in order to 
inform my Government on the subject ; and that I felt confident their ready ac- 
quiescence, as manifested in the note of 6th October, would be duly appreciated by 
your Lordship. 

General Herrau replied that his Government was able and willing to accede to 
the general principle of the Conventions ; and that the details could be readily 
adapted to the circumstances of this country. 

General Herrau then informed me, that a vessel had been fitted out in one of the 
ports of the republic for the African Slave Trade, but that she had not sailed, in 
consequence of her owner and captain having been detained upon conviction for 
some other crime. This latter circumstance, he said, had also prevented him from 
furnishing me with any official documents respecting the vessel in question. 

I have the honour to add a copy of the official answer I returned, on the 9th 
instant, to the proposal for negotiation on the part of the Granadian Government. 



First Enclosure in No. 49. 
General HerraU to Mr. Adams. 

(Translation) Bogota, 6th October, 1838. 

The Undersigned having received and submitted to his Excellency the 
President of the Republic the note of Mr. Adams, &c., in which, when enclosing 
to him printed copies of the Address presented to the English Throne by the House 
of Commons, upon the suppression of the Slave Trade, of Her Majesty's con- 
currence in that Address, and of the Conventions concluded for that purpose with 
the King of the French and the Grand Duke of Tuscany, he states that he has 
received instructions from his Grovernment to proceed to the conclusion, with that 
of New Granada, of a Convention for the same purpose. 

The Granadian Government, whose philanthropic and liberal principles are well 
known, has long witnessed, with the greatest pleasure, the efforts employed by that 
of Her Britannic Majesty for the complete abolition of the dreadful traffic in slaves ; 
and, sympathizing in such ideas, it will effectually co-operate, on its side, for its 
complete and perpetual abolition, in this age, when enlightened Governments adopt 
with enthusiasm, and practice with constancy, everytning which is in harmony 
with the principles of a well-understood advancement. For this purpose His 
Excellency the President of the Republic, with the previous advice and consent of 
the Council of State, has been pleased to grant to the Undersigned full powers for 
proceeding to negociate with Mr. Adams a Treaty, with the laudable object above 
mentioned ; which negociation may be commenced next week, if Mr. Adams has 
no objection to that course. 

The Undersigned, &c. 
IT. P. Adams, Esq., (Signed) R. A. HERRAU. 

SfC. SfC. ^€. 



Second Enclosure in No. 49. 

Mr. Adams to General Herrau. 

British Legation, Bogota, 9th October, 1838. 

The Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Aflfaires, has the 
honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the 6th instant, in which his 
Excellency, General Herrau, the Granadian Minister for Foreign Relations, in- 
forms him, that, witli the view of co-operating in the most eflfectual manner in the 
endeavours of Her Majesty's Government for the complete abolition of the Slave 
Trade, the President of the Republic had conferred upon his Excellency full powers 
for the negociation of a Treaty on the subject, for which purpose he does the Under- 
i^gned the honour to invite him to a conference. 
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When in pursuance of his -instructions, the Undersigned addressed General 
Herrau on the 8th of last month, he transmitted to his Excellency copies of Con- 
ventions between Great Britain and France, " for the more effectual suppression of 
the traflEic in Slaves," and invited the Government of New Grenada to a con- 
sideration of their stipulations, his object was to demonstrate the anxiety of Her 
Majesty's Government on the subject, and to ascertain whether the Government 
of this country could acquiesce in the general principles of the above-mentioned 
Conventions, with the view of communicating the result of his inquiries to Her 
Majesty's Secretary of State, but he did not intend to imply that he was in posses- 
sion of the necessary full powers and other authority, for entering at once upon the 
negociation of a Convention, without further instructions from his Government. 

The Undersigned will feel the highest satisfaction in acquainting the Govern- 
ment of Her IVfajesty with the noble sublimity and prompt concurrence of the 
Government of New Granada, and has the honour to renew to his Excellency. 
General Herrau, the assurance of his highest and most distinguished con- 
sideration. 

General Herrm, (Signed) W. P. ADAMS. 

Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 50. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Adams, 

Sir, Foreign Office^ ^\st January^ 1839, 

I HAVE received your Despatch, marked Slave Trade, of the 25th Octo- 
ber, 1838. 

You will express to the Granadian Government the great satisfaction, which 
Her Majesty's Government has experienced at learning the anxious and zealous 
desire of the Granadian Government to co-operate with that of Great Britain, in 
suppressing the Slave Trade ; and you will say, that Her Majesty's Government is 
thence led to hope that the Treaty, of which a draft was sent to you with my De- 
spatch of the 15th December, 1838, will be agreed to. 

I am, &c. 
TF.P.Ad^ims.Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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No. 61. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Wilson. 
Sir, Foreign Office, 2AthMai/, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit, for your informatiou, a copy of two series of papers 
relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses of Par- 
liament, during the present Session, by Her Majesty's command. 

I am, &c. 
B. H. Wikon, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 52. 

Viscount PaJmerston to Mr. fVihon. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 9<A June, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a resolution, which was voted 
unanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th of May, 1838, for an address 
to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade ; and a copy of the answer which, on the 23rd 
of the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to that address. 

You will see from these papers, the unceasing and anxious desire of the Parlia- 
ment and Government of this country for the extinction of the traffic in Slaves. 

I am commanded by Her Majesty to instruct you to communicate these papers 
to the Peru-Bolivian Government ; and earnestly to press upon them the immediate 
conclusion of the negociations with which you are charged on this subject. 

I am, &c. 
To B. H. Wikon, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 53. 
Mr. fVilson to Viscount Pahnerston. — {Received November 2.) 

My Lord, Her Majesty s Legation, Lima, IQthJune, 1838. 

With reference to my Despatch, marked Slave Trade, of the 22nd of Octo- 
ber, 1836, stating the willingness of His Excellency the Protector of Santa Cruz 
to negociate a Treaty with Great Britain, for the total abolition of that inhuman 
traffic, and for declaring it to be '^Piract/,*' and soliciting further instructions upon 
this subject, I have the honour to state that the speedy transmission to me of full 
powers to negotiate such a Treaty with the Peru-BoUvian Confederation, would pos- 
sibly facilitate its success. 

I have urgently represented to His Excellency the Protector, the propriety, 
expediency, and humanity of introducing a clause into the projected constitution 
of the Peru-Bolivian Confederation, formally abolishing the Slave Trade, and 
declaring it to be piracy ; and I hope the suggestion will be acted upon. 

I have &CC 
(Signed) ' ' BELFORD H. WILSON. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston^ G.C.B. 

8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 
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No. 54. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. fVihon. 

Sir, Foreign Office, Qth November, 1838. 

In reply to your Despatch, marked Slave Trade, of the 16th of June, 1838, 
on the expeoieDcy of your being furnished with full powers to negociate a Treaty 
on Slave Trade with the Peru-Bolivian Confederation, I have to refer you to my 
Despatch of the 30th of April, 1838, in which a full power for that purpose was 
transmitted to you. 

I am, &c. 
ToB. H. TViUon, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

ofC. cfC, cfC. 
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No. 55. 
Sir Robert Ker Porter to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Received May 9.) 
My Lord, Caracas^ 13 March, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that the sanction, on the part 
of the Chambers of Congress, to the Treaty for the abolition of the traffic in slaves 
(signed by the respective Plenipotentiaries in May last) has not yet been given. 

Early in February the Treaty was transmitted, by order of the Executive, to the 
Chj^mber of the Senate, which assembled forthwith and referred it to a Committee 
to report upon. The report thereon was presented xxa the 12th ultimo (a copy of 
which I enclose), wherein reasons are set forth, why Venezuela ought not to 
enter into the Convention stipulated ; yet admitting, at the same time, a full sense 
of admiration of the philanthropy of Great Britain, in so ardently halving stepped 
forth, as the active and powerful promoter in putting an end to a traffic so iniquitous 
and disgraceful to human nature. On the Report being read, the Senate voted 
almost unanimijusly, against the ratification of the Treaty ; and directed that it 
should be passed without delay to the Chamber of Representatives, together with 
a project of a Decree on the above decision (for its approbation also), which 
was instantly done. 

In the Lower Chamber again the Treaty was referred to a committee. Expect- 
ing day after day to learn the report of the second committee, I refrained from 
requesting the Government to urge the Chamber to come to its decision on the 
business pending ; but finding that the domestic finance, and affairs of the interior 
alone, seemed wholly to absorb its time, I t^rote to the Minister for Foreign Afiairs 
on the 7th instant, begging him to call the immediate attention of the Executive, to the 
great delay, as well as procedure of Congress, on the pending Treaty, particularly 
as the term for the exchange on ratification was so nearly expired, which thus 
made it absolutely necessary for both Chambers to give their prompt decision 
thereon ; and I also had to observe that perhaps numbers of the members were not 
aware that, according to the 13th Article of the Treaty of Amity, &c., &c., exist- 
ing between Great Britain and this Republic, " Venezuela engages to co-operate 
with His Britannic Majesty for the total abolition of the Traffic in Slaves ;" but 
that the proceedings in Congress touching the Slave Treaty, appeared to be in direct 
opposition to this co-operation ; and if the Chambers persisted in refusing their appro- 
bation to the Treaty, such would be equivalent to a virtual infraction of the Article 
above cited. On receiving this Despatch from me, the Minister submitted it to the 
Executive, who directed him immediately to send a copy of it (in translation) to 
the Chamber of Representatives, for its information and guidance in the matter. 
This took place on the 8th instant, when my communication was ordered to be 
placed in the hands of the Committee. 

Thus then rests at present this affair. And the moment I learn officially whether 
the Lower Chamber coincides in opinion with the Upper, or sends back its decision 
for reconsideration, I will inform you. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Right Hon, Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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Enclosure in No. 55. 

ni'ranslation.) 

Report of the Commission for Foreign Affairs of the Chamber of the Senate, 

relative to the Treaty concluded with Great Britain on the, Extinction of the 

traffic in Slaves. 

Honourable Chamber, 

The Commission for Foreign Affairs having maturely meditated on the Treaty, 
concluded betvreen the Republic of Venzuela and His Majesty the King of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and signed by the respective Pleni- 
potentiaries, on the extinction of the traffic in slaves ; and, for reasons about to be 
expressed, declare to the Senate that, according to its judgment, the approbation 
thereon is not convenient. 

That Great Britain endeavours by every means in her power to put an end to 
this traffic, and that to attain which, concludes Treaties with other Nations, that 
their maritime strength may give to hers the most efficacious assistance ; it is such 
philanthropic measures, that all must applaud, displaying a conduct not less 
numane than generous. 

The Constituent Congress of Colombian, even before ivitnessing the expulsion 
from the territory of Venezuela of the soldiers of the Peninsula, at the moment of 
sanctioning the ftindamental Code of the Republic, gave a most unequivocal proof 
of the interest existing on the situation of the slaves, by the law of the 21st of 
June, 1821, on manumission. 

It was not easy lo make an act for the extinction of servitude without violating the 
right of property, but to do all possible towards it compatible therewith. The first 
article opens the doors of freedom to the children of the slaves, born after the 
publication of the law in the capitals of provinces. Hence the results are so 
beneficial and just, an arrangement will in a few years free all the inhabitants of 
Colombia, and duly inscribed as such in the public registers. The seventh Article 
clearly and positively prohibits the introduction of slaves in any manner whatever, 
and assigns penalties to the transgressors ; and those which follow have for 
their object the formation of a fund, destined exclusively for the slaves, who had 
the misfortune to be born previously, and consequently are not compreheneed in 
the law cited. 

The social compact that united Venezuela with the rest of Colombia is broken ; 
if then some laws fell into^disuse, and otherS were expressly derogated, still that on 
the manumission did not suffer ; on the contrary, all its dispositions were not only 
confirmed by the Constituent Congress of Venezuela, on the 2nd of October, 1830, 
but by it the condition of the slaves was ameliorated, and the fund, of which we 
have already spoken, augmented, by the property of those persons who died 
intestate, not leaving relations within the class prescribed as heirs by law ; and 
should this fund not be found sufficient to manumit at least 20 slaves^ the amount 
wanting was to be supplied out of the Public Treasury. 

This slight review of our legislation on what touches the slaves is enough, in the 
belief of the Commission, to prove that Venezuela would regard with the greatest 
pleasure the destruction of the traffic in human beings, which, with disgrace to the 
intelligence of the present century, even continues to be carried on, although still 
in a clandestine manner; but the inability of eflScaciously co-operating in so 
laudable and just an enter prize is a motive, which naturally ought to draw Vene- 
zuela back from contracting compromises with Great Britain, having for their 
object the active pursuit of slave vessels employed in that traffic. 

By the first Article of the Treaty in question Venezuela will declare abolished 
the traffic in slaves in all parts of the world, without excepting, it is understood, 
Australia ; and by the third Article is to dictate the means necessary for assimi- 
lating, as soon as may be possible, the laws of the Republic with those of Great 
Britain, as far as are relative to the punishment for trafficking in slaves. The 
second obliges Venezuela to publish a penal law, two months alter the exchange 
of the ratifications, imposing the most severe punishment on those citizens of the 
Republic who, under any pretext whatever, take part in the traffic in slaves, and 
yet it is left to be discussed. That this arrangement is certainly unnecessary, 
as it respects a country like ours, which, from its want of marine, and by its 
laws, finds itself almost in the impossibility of exercising such an iniquitous species 
of traffic. 
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Our navigation is in its infancy, although it is certainly grievous to confess it ; 
our vessels scarcely place us in a state to compete with foreigners in the commerce 
of the neighbouring islands : and the Commission is ignorant whether there be 
any that do really visit the coasts of Europe. Thus situated, it would appear 
almost ridiculous that the Government of the Republic should prohibit its 
citizens, by means of severe laws, a traffic that neither at present, nor ever, was 
probable, nor even could it be carried on, would find protection in our legislation. 
Rejoiced indeed would Venezuela be to behold herself in a position effectually to 
aid Great Britain in the great and philanthropic design of extirpating a traffic, 
reprobated as contrary to natural rights by every lover of humanity. 

Annexed to the Treaty, and forming an integral portion of it, arc the instruc- 
tions with which the cruizers must be provided (belonging to both the contracting 
parties), destined for the suppression of this traffic. These set forth, besides other 
things (without doubt just), that the British vessels detained by Venezuelan 
cruizers in the Brazilian seas, are to be brought to the colony of Demerara ; that 
those detained in the seas of the West Indies are to be brought to Jamaica; that 
those detained in the seas of Madagascar are to be brought to the Cape of Good 
Hope ; and lastly, that those detained in the African seas are to be conducted to 
Bathurst in the river Gambia ; and in all these cases to be delivered over to their 
respective British authorities. 

The Commission has extracted this part of the instructions, with a view merely 
to show more clearly what it has already had the honour of stating ; namely, that 
Venezuela, by its nullity as a naval power, ought not to conclude Treaties which 
she cannot fulfil, although she may be able in the course of years ; and, for inas- 
much as the Commision applauds the humane and generous conduct of England, 
feels most profound regret in giving its opinion, that the Senate do mthhold 
it^ approbation of the Treaty on the traffic in slaves, concluded and signed by 
the respective Plenipotentiaries of Venezuela and Great Britain, on the 19th 
May, 1837. 

(Signed) ANGEL QUINTERO. 

JUAN MANUEL CAGIGAL. 
Caracas, I2th February, 1838. J. B. CALCANO. 



Second Enclosure in No. 55. 

Sir R. K. Porter to Colonel Smith. 

Sir, British Legation, Caracas, 1th March, 1838. 

In consequence of the circumstances that have occurred in Congress, rela- 
tive to the Treaty for the abolition of the traffic in slaves, as agreed upon by the 
respective Governments of Venezuela and Great Britain, I beg leave to call the 
immediate and serious attention of the Executive to this important point thereon, 
namely, its having been mutually agreed upon, that the ratifications be exchanged 
within the space of ten months from the day of signing the Treaty by the two 
Plenipotentiaries, which took place on the 19th May, 1837 ; and as there scarcely 
remain three weeks of this term unexpired, I earnestly trust that his Excellency 
the Vice-President (charged with the executive power) will forthwith urge the 
Legislative Chambers of the Republic to a speedy decision on this affiiir, in order 
that I may be enabled to transmit such decision to Her Majesty's Government 
without delay. 

I take this opportunity of observing (and which circumstance most of the mem- 
bers of Congress do not seem to recollect) that, by the existing Treaty of Anjity, 
entered into bet^veen this Republic and Great Britain (Art. 13th), " the Govern- 
ment of Venezuela engages to co-operate with Her Britannic Majesty for the total 
abolition of the Slave Trade." Now, as the present proceedings of the Congress 
are in direct opposition to such pledge of co-operation, and should the Chambers 
persist in their refusal of the Abolition Slave Trade Treaty (for as it stands so was 
it agreed to by the last and present Executive), it will certainly amount to a virtual 
infraction of the Article above cited. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Hon. Colonel TVilltam Smith, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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No. 56. 

Sir R. K. Porter to Viscount Pabnerston. — (Received May ^.) 

My Lord, Caracas, Uth April, 1838. 

In my Despatch of March 13th, marked Slave Trade, I had the honour of 
stating to your Liordship, that the Treaty on the abolition of the traffic in slaves 
had been rejected by the Senate of the Congress, which was transmitted by that body, 
together with the project of a decree thereon, to the Chamber of the Representatives ; 
and I accompanied my Despatch with documents connected vrith those proceedings. 

I have now to state, that the Lower Chamber permitted the Treaty to remain in 
the hands of its commission, until the expiration of the period fixed for its ratification 
and exchange. In consequence of this apparent neglect, I addressed the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, expressing my sentiments on the conduct of both Chambers ; 
this obliged the Executive to call on the Chamber of Representatives to turn its at- 
tention to the subject, notwithstanding the almost closed period of the session. 

On the 7th instant I received an answer to my communication, palliating the 
neglect of the Chamber, on account of its having been so unceasingly occupied 
witii the complicated and distressing financial affairs of the Republic ; and at the 
same time informing me, that the Commission (to whom the Treaty had been referred) 
had at length diven in its report, proposing that the project of the decree sent from 
the Senate, reiusing its consent and approbation for ratification, should not be ad* 
mitted to discussion, but that the whole be returned to the Senate for reconsideration ; 
particularly as the opinion of the Chamber may prove so very different to that ex* 
pressed by the members of the other House. 

The Minister then expresses the deep regret of the Executive on the unavoidable 
delay, which has impeded the final settlement of this affair, setting forth the impossi- 
bility of the Congress being able to dedicate that attention the subject requires during 
the few days remaining of the present session. His Excellency therefore informs 
me that, as the ten months agreed upon for the ratification of the Treaty have 
already expired, the Government proposes to renew and extend the period to that of 
twelve, beginning from the 1st day of May next, and terminating on the same 
day and month of 1839, requesting I would make such proposal known to my own 
Government, which I now have the bonoiir of doing, and I shall await your Lord- 
ship's directions thereon, in order to negotiate the new arrangement. Being in 
possession of Her Majesty's full powers for continuing the negotiation of the 
Treaty, this duty on my part can be executed without delay ; and I trust next year to 
be enabled to imorm your Lordship that the business is at last satisfactorily settled. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
8fc. Sfc. Sfc. 



First Enclosure in No. 56. 

Sir R. K. Porter to Colonel Smith. 

Sir, British Legation, Caracas, 22nd March, 1838. 

I HAD the honour of addressing you on the 7th instant, requesting ^u 
would call the immediate attention ot the Executive to the delay on the part'of 
Congress, respecting the Treaty for the extinction of the traffic in Slaves, and like- 
wise to the short time then remaining of the period agreed upon by its respective 
Plenipotentiaries for exchange after ratification. From what 1 observed had taken 
place on the part of the Executive, in consequence of the above-named communica- 
tion (as detailed in the *' Conciso "), I was led to suppose, that his Excellency 
deemed it of sufficient weight in itself not to render necessary anything more should 
be said by the Government thereon, therefore transmitted my Despatcn (in transla- 
tion) to the Chamber of Representatives, by which body, on being read, it was 
referred to a Committee ; and I now, with much regret, remark, that this Chamber, 
as. well as its Committee, appear to have regarded the importance of the Treaty of 
so little consequenbe, as never to give it a thought since ; thus permitting the 19th 
of the present month to pass away, without taking any farther notice whatever of it, 
although fully aware, from my officio, that on that day would expire the term for 
Class D. G 
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its ratification or not. In the first instance, the Treaty was rejected by the Senate, 
for reasons, and in a manner, far from doing credit either to the sound judgment 
or the national pdRcy of that body. And again, in the second instance, on the day 
of its being received by the Chamber of the Representatives, it was pl&eed in Ae 
hands of a Committee, with whom it remained a dead letter, together with your 
communication enclosing my Despatch of the 7th, and where, doubtless, the whole 
of these papers are, and will yet long remain unnoticed. 

In consequence of the procedure of both Chambers since the Treaty came before 
them, I feel it my duty to express, unreservedly, my opinion thereon ; but more 
particularly on the conduct of that of the Representatives, wherein has been mani- 
lested a most extraordinary want of common courtesy, even to a degree displaying 
no trifling disrespect towards the nation, that had so long and so undeviatingly shown 
itself the sincere friend of Venezuela. And I must indeed add, that an increase of 
this disrespect has been shown by the Chamber, in allowing, not only the repre- 
sentation made by the British Diplomatic Agent (on the necessity of coming to a 
speedy decision on the Treaty one way or other) to remain totally unheeded, but 
Lkewise augmenting the measure of neglect, by letting the period expire fixed for its 
ratification, without even deigning to asK whether the members of its Committee had 
thought of, or intended to fulfil their duty respecting it. 

Oi course every country follows its own system of national policy ; yet it is 
generally supposed, that such nations as base their independence and respeetabilily 
on freedom and free institutions, would gladly support and strengthen, as far as lay 
in their power, that which reallv constitutes the vital spirit ot their own social 
existence ; for should they even nnd themselves incapable of lending any active aid 
to that end, at least they ought to render it by a nominal sanction. Taken in this 
point of view, had the Congress therefore ratified the Treaty in question, Vene- 
zuela would not have incurrea any other obligation. No active measures fix)m her 
are therein demanded, much less obliging her (as has been asserted) to maintain 
vessels of war to follow them up ; in fiict, the House of the National Legislature 
has rejected this additional proof of the wish, on the part of Great Britain, not only 
to cement the existing amity and relation between the two states, but also to raise 
the country still higher, as a distinguished transatlantic nation in the eyes of those 
of Europe. 

I have now only to say, that I have, by the mail of the present month, transmitted 
to Her Majesty's Chief Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs all the details in my 
power, touching the opinion and conduct of the Congress on the Treaty, together 
with my own correspondence, and other documents connected therewith. However, 
I await from your Department an official Report of what has been and what may 
be done on the matter. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Hon. Colonel fFiUiam Smith, 

Minuter for Foreign Affairs. 



. Second Enclosure in No, 56. 
Colonel Smith to Sir R. K. Porter. 



BEPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. 

Secretary of State's Ofice, Department of Foreign Ajfmts. 

Sir, ' Caracas, April 7, 1838. 

On the 8th of March last, I transmitted to the Honourable Chamber of 
Representatives your note of the day preceding, soliciting a prompt resolution oa 
the aflEoir of the Treaty for the abolition of the traffic in slaves, wmch had already 
occupied the attention of that body. In expectation of speedily receiving a decision 
thereon, I have thus long delayed answering your communication, which I now 
have the honour of doing, as weu as that of the 22nd of the same month. 

The Secretary of the Honourable Chamber, in his Despatch to tMs Department, 
of yesterday, states, that, when he received your note of the 8th of Aiarch, the 
affair was then under the consideration of an especial Commission, which Com- 
mission presented its report to this effect : That the project of tlie decree sent 
from the senate, denying its conseirt and approbation to the Treaty, be ilot.94nit- 
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ted for discussion, but that tlie Chamber of Representatives do examine it in con* 
formity with its constitutional, faculties, and express its sentiments ; also calling 
on the Senate to reconsider Ae matter, particularly as the opinion of the Chamber 
may prove very di£Eerent from that given by its members. 

. The Secretory adds, that as the Chamber of Representatives is now so press- 
ingly occupied with most urgent affairs of the State, and the period for termi- 
nating the Session being so near, renders it impossible to dedicate to this subject the 
due attention it requires, he therefore fears tnat it wUl become necessary to defer 
its coBslderation until the Legislative Assembly of 1839. 

in £m^, the attention of the Representatives had been almost entirely taken up 
in regulating the national finances, and in forming laws bearing thereon. These 
particular duties have occupied by far the greater portion of the Session ; and the 
very few days now remaining ei'e it closes, are already pledged to the actual con- 
clusion of such subjects as cannot be dispensed with. 

The Eaieeutive deeply regrets the delay that has taken place, and which must 
be apparent to you as unavoidable, from conflicting circumstonces that have so 
completely engrossed the attention of the Chamber of Representatives. The 
Government, considering, therefore, that the ten months agreed upon in the Treaty 
fer the ex^baage of the ratifieatiens, having cdready expired on the 19th of March 
last, directs me to propose to you, the adjustment of a new period for the act in 
question, which will embrace a year, beginning from the 1st of May next, until 
the 'same day and month of 1839. Hoping you will be good enough to make 
known to the Grovernment of Her Britannic Majesty, the necessity for this 
prolongation of time, aa also to obtain its approbation of it, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WM. SMITH. 

To Sir Robert Ker Porter, 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 57. 
FlscewU Pahnersion to Sir R. K. Porter. 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 24, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit for yoiu* information, a copy of two series of papers 
relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses of rar- 
liament during the present Session, by her Majesty's command. 

I am, &c. 
To Sir R. K. Porter, (Signed) FALMERSTON. 

Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 58. 

Viscount Pahnerston to Sir R. K. Porter. 

Sir, Foreign OjgHee, Mnff 31, 18^. 

I HAVE received your Despatch marked Slave Trade, of the 11th of April, 
1828, expressing the wish of the Government of Venezuela, that the term for the 
exchange oi tiie ratificatioBs of the Treaty between Great Britain and Venezuela 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade, may be renewed for twelve months, from the 
1st of May, 1838, so as to ^ive time to enable the Congress of Venezuela to take 
fliat Treaty into consideration, in their ordinary Session for the year 1839. 

You will state to the Government of Venezuela in reply, that Her Majesty's 
Government readily consent to renew the term for the exchange of the ratifications 
of the said Treaty ; but you will at the same time say, that Her Majesty's Govern-' 
ment hope, and as a matter of right, expect, that the Government of Veneruela 
will take the earliest opportunity of obtaining the aforesaid ratification. , 

I am, &c. 
To Sir R. K. Porter. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 
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NS 59. 
Viscount Pabnerston to Sir R. K- Porter. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 9, 1838. 

I HERBWITH transmit to you the copy of a resolution, which was voted una- 
nimously by the House of Commons <m the lOA of May, 1838, for an Address to 
Her Majesty upon Slave Trade, and a copy of the answer, which, on the 23rd of 
the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to that Address. 

You will see from these papers the unceasing wcA anxbus desite of- the Pariia- 
ment and Government of tliis country for the extinction of the traffic in slates. 

I am commanded by Her Majesty to instruct you to communicate these papere 
to the Venezuelan Government, and earnestly to press upon them the immediate 
conclu-sion of the negotiations with which you are charged on tiiis subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

To Sir R. K. Porter, 
8fc. fye. 8fc. 



No. 60. 

f^r..R' K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received July 19.) 
My Lord, Caracas, June 6, 1838. 

I HAVE the lionourto acknowledge your Lordship's Despatch, Slave Trade, 
of April 23, in answer to mine of May 27, 1837, transmitting the Treaty I had 
concluded with the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Venezuela, for the abolition of 
the traffic in slaves. Your Lordship, will, I trust, have received from me by a 
recept mail the full statement of wji^t took place in the last Session of Congress 
here, relative to the Treaty, whereby the final decision of approval therein was de- 
ferred until the reassembling of that body in 1839. 

I feel highly flattered, that my diligence and zeal in bringing the negotiation to 
a successful conclusion, as far as depended on my exertions, has met with the appro* 
batibn of Her Majesty ; and it will be ever the greatest pride of my existence to 
discharge my duty towards my Soverdgn and my country, so as to merit a coi^ 
tinuance of such distinguished and enviable expressions of satisfaction. 

Should Her Mwesty's Government deem it right to accede to the wish of the 
Executive of this Kepublic, by extending the period for ratification and exchange 
of the Treaty, to May 1, 1839, 1 ardently hope that ere its expiration, to have the 
honour and gratification of transmitting it to Downing Street, finally ratified by 
both Chambers, and signed by the President of the State. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Might Hon. Viscount PalmerstaUy G.CM. 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 61. 

Sir R. K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received July 19,) 

My Lord, Caracas, June 6, 18S6- 

I HAVE the hcmour to acknowledge the receipt of the printed copies of the 
additional Article to the Convention, concluded at the Hague in 1818, for the pre- 
vention of the traffic in slaves, as also of the Treaty enter^ into between the Hanse 
Towns and the King of the French for the like purpose, together with two copies 
of that concluded with the same Sovereign *on the part ot the Grand Duke of 
Tuscany. I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, 6.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 
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No. 62. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir R. Ker Porter. 

SiF, Foreign Office, ^August, 1838. 

I HAVE rec^ved your Deepatch, SUve Trade, of the 18th March> 1^^S» 
rtatiiig that the Glmmbers of the Senate of Venezuela had refused to ratify the 
Treaty concluded between Great Britain and that Republic on Slave Trade; that 
it had been referred to the Chamber of Representatives, and that you had addressed 
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs a note, of which you enclose to me a copy, 
presjdng for the ratification of that Treaty. 

Her Majesty's Grovernment entirely approve your note; and I have to insliruct 
you to declare to the Minister of V^iezuela the just expectation of Her Majesj^'s 
Government, that the Government of Venezuela will fulfil the engagement which 
it has taken by the Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and, Navigation, with Columbia, 
of the 18th April, 1825, confirmed by the Convention between Great Britain and 
Venezuela of the 29th October, 1834, to co-operate with Great Britain for the final 
and entire abolition of Slave Trade.- 

I am, 8rc. 
Sir R. K. Porter, (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 63. 

Sir R. Ker Porter to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received August 10.) 

.My IjORD^ Caracas, July 5, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Des- 
patch, marked Slave Trade, of May 31, 1838, acceding to the wish of the Vene- 
zuelan Government, for a renewal of the term of exchange of the Ratifications of 
*he Treaty between Great Britain and Venezuela, on the suppression of the Slave 
Trade ; and shall not fail stating to the Executive, that Her Majesty^s Government 
certaiidy expect that of Venezuela will take the earliest possible opportunity of ob- 
taining the Ratification in question. 

I seize this occasion of acknowledging the receival of the two Series of Papers, 
relating to the Slave Trade,— first ana second Series, A and B, 1837-8, presented to 
the two Houses of Parliament ^during the present Session. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. S[c. Sfc. 



No. 64. 

Sir R. K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston. 

MtLord, Caracus, July 23, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour of transmitting to your Lordship the original document 
(signed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs and myself,) on the renewal of the 
period for the exchange of the ratifications of the Treaty for the abolition of 
the traffic in slaves, to twelve months longer, commencing from the 1st day 
of May, of the present year ; and I have every reason to believe, fi-om a conversar 
I had wilii the Vice President, that one of the first acts of the Congreas for 
1839, will be decreeing the approval of the Treaty. 

I have, &c. 
I :. (Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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No. 65; 
Sir R. Ker Porter to VUcount Palmerston. — (Received September 17.) 
Mt Lord, Caracas, lOth August, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging your Lordship's Despatch of June 
9th, trangmitting a printed copy of tiie unaaimoaB resolutioa ef Ae House of Com- 
mons, on tile 10th May last, for an Address to Her Majesty upoa Sk?e Tfade; 
and also a copy of Her Majesty's gracious Answer to tMt Add^ss. Being AiUy 
awaare of the uneeanng and ardent deake of the British Piarliament and Govern- 
ment for the extinction of the disgraceful traiBc in slaves, believe me, my Lord, 
that every exertion on my part has been made, and shall eontxnue to be Hiade, until 
I have carried through successfully the nagoeiations with which I am charged ; 
and shall instantly communicate to tjiis Government the transmitted papers, at the 
same time, according to Her Majesty's commands, eamestdy press on them> <jiat 
tbey urge on Idie meeting of the Congress for 1839, and tiiat'its fi«st act be the ap* 

Eval €« the pending Treaty between Great Britain and the RepuUie, on the abo^ 
moftfaeSla^ Trade. 

I am. Sec 
(Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Right Hon. yiscount Palmerston, G.C.B., 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc 



No. 65. 
SirR. K. Porter to Fiscount Pahnerston. — (Received October ISth.) 

My Lordi Caracas, August ^th, 1838, 

I HAVE the honour of enclosing to your Lordship a copy, in translation 
and original, of a I>espatch recently received from the Secretary of State for Fo- 
xeign Affiiirs to this Kepublic, in answer to mine, transmitting to the Venezuelian 
Government copies of the unanimous resolution of the House of Commons, of the 
10th of May last, relative to the petition to Her Majesty on tlxe suppression of the 
traffic in slaves, and of her Majesty's reply thereto. The Venezuelian Minister 
in his communication, repeats the assurances, already given to me on the part of the 
Vice President, that every exertion will be made by His Excellency during the 
first sessions of the Congress for 1839, to the end that the pending Treaty on the 
Abolition of Slavery be approved and ratified, within the extended period agreed 
upon in July last. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Right Hon Viscount Palmerston, G,C.B., 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



Enclosure in No. 66. 
{Translation.) Colonel Smith to Sh R. K. Porter. 

REPUBUC OF VENEZUELA. 

Secretary of State's OJ^efor Foreign Affairs^ 
Sir, Caraecasy August 26th, 1838* 

Together with your official note of the 13th instant, I had the honour to 
receive the copy of the resolution, unanimously voted by the British House of 
Commons on the 10th May last, in order that a petiticm might be presented to Her 
Majesty on the suppressioa of the traffic in slaves, and of the answer thereto by 
Her Majesty on the 22nd of the same month. It is extremely satisfactory for the 
Government of Venezuela to observe in tiiese interesting documents the unceasing 
and ardent desire of the Pariiament and Government pf Great Britatn for the ex- 
tinction of the traffic in slaves ; and his Excellency the Vice-President will fulfil, 
with the greatest pleasure, the promise he has already made to you of reiterating 
to the Congress of 1839 his arguments, to the end that, during its first Sessions, 
approbation may ba given, to the treaty of the lOth of May^> ia33^>s» t ba t t h a Rat»* 
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fication may take place within the period fitted upon, in acieordance with the agree- 
ment entered into on the 20th of July last, which so well corresponds with the 
basis of international friendship ; and, at the same time, will likewise exhibit a new 
proof of the philaothropic and humane principles, moral and poUtieal, th^baye e«w 
guided Venezuela. 

I am, &c. 
To S&r R. K Porter, - (Signed) WM. SMITH. 

. ^e. Sfc Sfcu 



No- 67. 
Sir R. K. Porter to Viecount Palmerston. — (Received November 23r«?.) 

My Lord, Caracas y October 2ndf 1838. 

Iv oonsequeBce of the Vioe Preddeirt, charged with the executive power 
of this Repubfic, having agiun reieoted on die substance of your Lordship's De* 
spatch of August the 13th, stating the unanimous vote of tiie House* of Commoiis, 
on a petition being presented to Her Majesty relative to the suppression of the 
traffic in slaves, and His Excellency being extremely anxious, that the final conclu- 
sion and ratification of the Treaty thereon between the two countries should not be 
longer delayed than during the sessions of the approaching Congress, directed his 
Minister for Foreign Afiairs to state to me that, notwithstanding the Government 
ftiHy -expected the le gislati ve body would give its approbation to the Treaty of the 
19th May, 1837, still, in case of the contrary, the executive wishing to be pre- 
pared, he had been directed to transmit to me the project of a new treaty, which, 
with very slight alterations, was the same las that now pending ; the only really 
new portion of which consisted in an additional articlcy drawn up with the object of 
fixing in a clearer light the spirit of that of the " First Article,*' in order that the 
view taken of it by the generality might no )^|||ger offer motives for ceirtroversy in 
the Chambers ; adding, that although slaves still exist in Venezuela, but whow 
emancipation must gradually take ]^ce in oonlcMrmity with the laws, yet, in con* 
formity to them, slaves can be sold within the territory of the Republie. Hence 
it was the anxious wish of the Executive I should read and transmit to your Lord- 
ship the alterations in queistion (with as little delay as possiMe,) which I now da> 
tiiat, in ^ event of their approval, they may be returned, aecompaaicd by a 
corresponding authorization to me (should any additional one than the present full 
powers from Her Majesty be necessary) for the conclusion of tJiis new Tpeaety, in 
time sufficient lot its being laid before the Chambers of the State, ere theur sessioBK 
terminate in the course of April next 

As the whole of the alterations made consist merely in the second Article of the 
present Treaty, and in the additional one before-named^ I have therefore only 
transmitted copies of such. Every other part of the conventioQ staads the san^. 

The Venezudian Minister likewise informs me, it is notwithstanding d^e wish and 
iope of this Government that the Congress do approve the Treaty of the 19th 
Nay« 1837, and if so, then this new project will only be considered as explanatory 
of the sense of the First Article. 

As the approaching Sessions of Congress commence towards the close of Ja- 
nuary next, may I b^ the early attention of your Lordship to the subjeot of this 
Despatch. 

I have, &c. 
<Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston^ G.C.B., 
8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Endosure in No. 67. 

(Translation.) Cohnel Smith t9 Sir Robert Ker Porter. 

Secretary of Staters Office for Foreign AffcSars^ 
Sib, Caraccas, Sept. 29, 1838. 

AjUTfiEOUGii the GfOi^rament expects that the next Congress will giye it» 
a^ppffobatioB to the Treaty oo the aboUtien of the traffic in al^res^ concluded between 
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Venezuela and Great Britain on the 19th May, 1837, its wish however is to be pre* 
pared to enter into a new Treaty, in case of the contrary, on the terms you will see 
in the subjoined project, which with very slight alterations is the same Treaty as 
already submitted, for the approbation of Congress. There is only new in it an ad- 
ditional article, having for its object to fix in a clearer light the sense of the First 
Article, in order that the view the generality have conceived of it, may no longer 
offer motives for controversy ; for, although slaves <flll exist within the territory of 
Venezuela (whose emancipation must gradually take plwe as the result of our 
laws), yet, in conformity with the laws, tney can be sold within the country. 

Be good enough to examine this new project, and consult thereon the (Govern- 
ment of Her Britannic Majesty with the greatest brevity, so that its approval, and 
the corresponding authorization to its Minister, may come before the Sessions 
of the approaching Congress terminate, to enable the new Treaty to be presented 
for deliberation. 

If, as is the hope and wish of the Government, the Congress approve the Treaty 
of the 19th May, 1837, the new project will then be considered nearly as explanaC^ 
tory of the sense of the First Article on which the high contracting parties should 
agree. 

I am, &c. 
To Sir B. K. Porter, (Signed) WILLIAM SMITH. 

Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 68. 

Viscoiunt Palmerston to Sir R. K. Porter. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 1, 1838. 

I HAVE had under conside^ion your Despatch, Slave Trade, of the 2nd 
October last, and its enclosures. 

I see no objection to the alterations which are therein proposed to be made in the 
Treaty, concluded between Great Britain and Venezuela on the 19th May, 1837, 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade ; provided only that, in the explanatory Ar- 
ticle, instead of the words "que sa van a entrar de les Costas de Africa," 
words shall be inserted to the effect of '' which are brought into the territory of 
Venezuela by sea or by land, from any place which is out of that territory." 

If, therefore, it shall be found, that the Congress of Venezuela object to the rati- 
fication of the Treaty, as it was concluded on the 19th of May, 1837, you will state 
to the Venezuelan Minister, that Her Majesty's Government, for the sake of ob- 
taining the ratification to a treaty of this nature, consent at once that the altera- 
tions, contained in his communication to you of the 29th September last, shall be 
made, taking care only that the single amendment which I have now proposed in 
those alterations shall be adopted ; and you will conclude and sign the Treaty thus 
altered accordingly. 

Thie full power, which you already possess, will enable you to conduct and con- 
clude this negotiation. 

I have, &c. 
Sir R. Ker Porter, (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 69. 
Sir jR. K. Porter to Viscount Palmerston, — (Received January 7, 1839.) 
My Lord, Caracas, October 18, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging your Lordship's Despatch, Slave 
Trade, of August 3, 1838, and feel highly gratified that Her Majesty's Government 
fully approved of the note I addressed to that of Venezuela on the 7th of last 
March, pressing for the ratification of the Treaty on the abolition of the traffic in 
slaves. I have already strongly urged (and lose no opportunity of urging) to the 
Venezuelian Minister the just expectations of the British Government, that this 
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republic do fulfil the saered pledge given by Trea^, to co-operate with Great 
Britain for the final and entire aboution of the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc: 



No. 70. 

Viscount Pabnerston to Sir R. K. Porter. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 31, 1839. 

I HAVE received your Despatch, marked Slave Trade, of the 18th October, 
1838 ; and I have to desire that you will renew your application to the Government of 
Venezuela for the ratification of the Treaty, already concluded between Great Britain 
and Venezuela, for the abolition of the Slave Trade; and that you wiU, in your 
renewed application, express the just expectation of Her Majesty's Government, 
that the Venezuelian Government will fulfil the pledge, which that republic has 
given to Great Britain, to complete and carry that Treaty into effect. 

To Sir R. K. Porter, (Signed) ' PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. Sfc. Sfc, 
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UNITED STATES. 



Np. 71. 

Ftscwnt P«in«mlm ia Mr, F»*^ 
Sin, Foreign Ogice, May 24, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit, Cor your information, two copies of two series of 
papers relating to the Slave IVade, which have been presented to the two Houses 
of Parliament, during the present session, hy Her Majesty's command. 

I am, &c. 
H. 8. Fox, S»q. (Signed) PALMBRSTON. 

^•c. Sfc. 8fO. 

No. 72. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ Zlst May, 1838. 

I HAVE received information from Her Majesty's Commissioners at the 
Havana, that persons, who are engaged in the Slave Trade in Cuba, and who are 
desirous to evade the eflFect of the stipulations of the Treaty, of the 28th June. 
1835, between Great Britain and Spain, have lately made a practice of purchasing 
vessels in the United States, and of sending them, equipped for Slave Trade, under 
American colours, to the Cape de Verde Islands, or to the coast of Africa ; that a 
mock sale of such vessels is there made, and the vessel is pretended to be transferred 
to Spanish or Portuguese owners ; the name of the vessel being changed, and all 
vestige of her former character lost. 

You will communicate these circumstances to the GU)vemment of the United 
States ; and will suggest to that Government, that such measures may be taken as 
shall appear to them to be most proper for preventing this abuse of the flag of the 
Union for purposes of Slave Trade. 

I am, &c. 
H. S. Fox, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

^c. 8fc. Sfc. 

No. 73. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 31*< May, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a Despatch, which I have received 
from Her Majesty's Commissioners at the Havana, stating that a schooner, under 
American colours, had landed a cargo of between 200 and 300 negroes, near 
Matanzas. 

You will communicate the facts of this case to the American Grovernment, and 
you will point out to Mr. Forsyth, that, although there may have been none but 
Spaniards on board, this case is, nevertheless, an instance of impimity afforded 
to, Slave Trade by the shelter of the American flag. 

I am, &c. 
H. S. Fox, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

^c. Sfc. 8fc. 

Enclosure in No. 73. 

Havana Commissioners^ April 21^, 1838. 
(See Class A. No. 55.) 
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No. 74, 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr Fox. 
Sir, Foreign Office, 9<A June, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a Resolution which was voted 
Tinanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th of May, 1838, for an Address 
to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade, and a copy of the Answer, which, on the 23rd 
of the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to that Address. 

You will see from these papers the unceasing and anxious desire of the Parlia- 
ment and Government of this country for the extinction of the traffic in slaves. 

I am, &c. 
H. S. Foco, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. Sfc. ifc. 



No. 75. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 12, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for communication to the Government of the 
United States, an extract from a Despatch, which I have received from Her Ma- 
jesty's Judge in the Mixed British and Spanish Court at Havana, upon the sub- 
ject of the continued employment of the American Flag in aid of Slave Trade 
undertakings. I have, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

H. 8. Foxy Esq. 
8fc. 8f€. 8fc. 



Enclosure in No. 75. 

Havana Commssionersy 22nd August, 1B38. 
(See Class A. No. 82)^ 



No. 76. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox. 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 9, 1838. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you a copy of a Despatch and of its enclosure, 
which I have received from Her Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone, ap- 
pointed to carry into, execution Treaties for the suppression of the Slave Trade, 
giving an account of the case of the Portuguese schooner " Prova,'' which was re- 
cently captured, with a cargo of slaves on board, by Her Majesty's ship " Pylades." 

It appears from the papers of the " Prova,'' that she had b^n suffered to clear 
out on the voyage on which she was captured from the American Port of Charles- 
ton, where she had been Ijring many months, and whence she had departed with 
her Slave Trade equipment on board. 

You will communicate the papers on this case to the American Minister, and 
express the confidence of Her Majesty's Government that the United States 
Government will take such measures, as in their opinion, shall be best calculated to 
prevent, in future, vessels evidently intended for Slave Trade from clearing out 
from a Port of the United States. 

I have, &c., 
H. S. Fox, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

, Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



Enclosiire in No. 76. 

Sierra Leone Commissioners, 31st July, 1838. 
(See Class A. No. 36.) 
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Class A.— (Further Series.)— 1838-9. 



LIST OF PAPERS. 



SIERRA LEONE. {General) 

Ko. n«te. SMipt SUBJECT. PUge 

1838. 1839. 

1. HjlfJs.€oMiiiiSMaertlo Yiicoant Palmerston Ocf. 31 April ' 1 The Marshal of the Court 

One Enclosure to take early charge of 

Prize^Vessels - - i 

9« Viseonnt Pa]merstoiitoH.M.'8 Commitsioners Not. 15 April 1 Acting Commissioner, ac- 

1839 knowledged - . - 2 

3. infOOUDi PalmantoB to H.M.*8 Commissioners April 82 To send their Reports 

1838 punctually ... 3 

4. £L ICI CnmBriaricn fi to ViKOunt Pdmerston Dee. 31 April 26 Negroes registered as 

One Enclosofft emancipated half-yearly 

1839. Return .... 3 

5. H.1L*8 JudgetoViMOontPalmerston - - Feb. 15 May 30 Arrival of Mr. Lewis - - 4 

APPENDIX. 

1838. 1839. 

H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Dec 31 June 12 General Return of Cases 

One Enclosure Adjudicated, and Report 

on Slave Trade for 1838 - 151 



SIERRA LEONE. (Spain.) 

Date. Receipt 

1838. 1839. 

6. H. M.*s Commisnonert to Viscount Pklm^kvton Aug. 15 Feb. 4 ** Opposi^M)** condemned «- 5 

One Enclosure 1839 

f . "^^scount Palmearston to H. M.'s Commissioners Feb. 16 Slave Trade at Havana. 

Two Enclosures Report for October and 

November - - - 01 

8. "^Hscount Palmerston to H. M.'s Commissioners Feb. 23 Slave Trade at Havana. 

One Enclosure Report for December - 1 1 

9. Viscount Palmerston to H. M.*s Commissioners Feb. 23 Slave Trade at Havana. 

One Enclosure 1838. Report for 1838 - - 11 

10. H.M.'8 Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Oct. 20 April 1 '* Diligent e" condemned - 11 

Two Enclosures 

11. H. M'sCommisabnerfl to Viscount Palmerston Oct. 29 April 1 Slave Trade at Havana. 

Acknowledged - - 24 

12. H. M.'s Conunissioners to Viscount Palmerston Dec 5 April 1 Slave Trade at Havana - 25 

1839 

13. yiaoDont Palmerston to H. M.'s Commissioners April 10 Slave Trade at Havana - 25 

One Enclosure 1838 

~ 14* &.M.'8 Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Dea 22 April 21 '* Sirse*' condemned. Na- 

Two Enclosures tionality of a Vessel de- 

cided by her course of 
Trade - - ^ - 26 

15. H.M.*8 Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Dec. 15 April 25 *" Veterano" condemned - 32 

Two Enclosures 

16. H. M.'s Commissionefs to Mr. Backhouse - Dec 31 April 25 Cases Adjudicated. Half- 

One Enclosure yearly Return - -54 

U. H.M.*sCommissioiieri to Viscount Palmerston Oct. 20 May 6 ** Legeira " condemned - 56 

One Enclosure 

18. H.M.*s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Oat. 20 Mi^ 6 ** Constitugao" condemned 57 

One Enclosure 

19. H.M.'sCommisfioneFt to Viscount Palmerston Oct. 20 May 6 '* Elim*' condemned - 61 

One Enclosure 

20. H. M.*sCommissionert to Viscount Palmerston Nov. 11 May 6 *' Constitu9ao '* condemned 63 

One Enclosure 

21. H*M»'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Nov. 12 May 6 '* Josephina " condemned - 66 

One Enclosure 

1839. 

22. H.H.'8 Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 5 May 20 Slave Trade at Havana. 

One Enclosure Acknowledgment - - 70 



SIERRA LEONE. (Portugal) 

g Date. Receipt. 

1838. 1839. 

S8. H. K*s Commiisionen to Viscount Palmerstbn Aug. 10 Feb. 4 *'Diligente:'* condemned - 71 

One Enclosure 
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vi List of Papers. 

Ko. Date. RMupt SUBJECT. Pact 

!24. H.M.'s Commissioners fo Viscount Pdmen^on Aug. 10 Feb. 4 " Camoens :" condemned - 74 

One Enclosure 

25. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Pakaerston Aug. 15 Feb. 4 *' Paquete Felis :" con- 

.One Enclosure demned - - - 7e 

. 26. H.M.*s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Aug. 15 Feb. 4 ** Feliz :" condemned - 73 

Two Enclosures 

27. H.M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Sept. 20 Feb. 4 Negroes landed from Portu- 

guese Vessels, and ap- 
prenticed prior to adjadi- 
cation - - - - 01 

28. H. M.'s Comnussioners to Viscount Palmerston Nov. 12 April 1 " Ingemane :" final sen- 

tence ... .92 

29. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Dec 31 April 1 Vessels entitled to a Porta- 

* guese Character. De- 

'' 1839 creeof JanuaiylG, 1837 92 

30. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Mar. 4 April 22 Portufl^uese Slave Vessds 

1838 at Rio - • - - 9f 

31. H.M.'s Commissioners to Mr. Backhouse - Dec. 31 April 25 Cases Adjudicated* Half- 

One Enclosure yearly Return • - 93 

1839. 

32. Viscount Palmerston to H. M.'s Commissioners May 28 Circular to Portuguese Cus- 

One Enclosure tom-house - - - 95 



SIERRA LEONE. (Brazil) 

Date. Reeeipt. SUBJECT. 

1839. 1839. 

33. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Felx 15 April 22 " Flor de Loanda.*' Ac- 

knowledged - - - 96 

34. H. M.'8 Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Feb. 15 April 22 '' Flor de Loanda.** Ac- 

knowledged - - - 96 

35. H. M.'s Comnussioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 5 Hay 20 ** General Ricafort.** Ma- 

nifest of Cargo at Bahia 96 



HAVANA. 

Date. Receipt. 
• ' 1838. 1839. 

36. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Dec. 20 Feb. 8 '* Matilde :** Lieut Cnu to 

Four Enclosures be reprimanded - -97 

37. H.M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Dec. 24 Feb. 8 Black Soldiers of the 

Two Enclosures " Romney*' not allowed 

toland - - . - 109 

38. H.M.'s Comnussioners to Viscount Palmerston Dec 24 Feb. 8 Monthly Report on Slave 

1839 Trade: November 1838 101 

39. Viscount Palmerston to H. M.'s Commissioners Feb. 8 Alleged landing of Slaves 

One Enclosure at St Thomas from the 

" Con la Boca** - . 102 

40. H.M.*s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 1 Feb. 16 No cases adjudicated half- 

year to December 31, 1838 102 

41. H.M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan, 1 Feb. 16 Report on Slave Trade, 

Three Enclosures 1838 - - - - 103 

42. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 17 Feb. 16 Monthly Report on Slave 

Trade: December 1838 - 108 

43. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 19 April 1 American ship "Venus,** 

Three Enclosures alias '* Duquesa de Bra- 

granza" - - - 108 

44. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 26 April 1 French ship ** Havre'* - 113 

Two Enclosures 

45. H.M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Feb. 4 April 1 Increasing Slave Trade - 115 

Four Enclosures 

46. H. M.'s Comnussioners to Viscount Palmerston Feb. 20 April 1 Monthly Report : January 

Two Enclosures 1839 - - - - llS 

47. Viscount Palmerston to H. M.'s Commissioners April 12 To Report the Names of 

One Enclosure Commanders of Vessels 

employed in the Slave 
Trade - - - - 190 

48. Viscount Palmerston to H.M.'s Commissioners April 16 " Venus :** Correspondence 

with the American Ccm- 
sul - - - - 190 

49. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Mar. 20 May 9 Monthly Report : February 191 

Two Enclosures 

50. H.M.*s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston April 15 May 29 Monthly Report : March - 129 

5 1. Viscount Palmerston to H. M.'s Commissioners May 28 Circular to Portuguese Cus- 

One Enclosure . tom-house - - • 193 
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List of Papers. tu 

RIO DE JANEIRO. 

0Ate. Receipt. SUBJECT. Pag« 

1839. 1839. 

52. Visconnt Palmerston to H* M-'s Commissioners Feb. 5 Emancipated Negroes at Rio 1 24 

Six Enclosures 

1838. 

53. H. M.*s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Dec. 12 Feb. G ** Diligente :** detained -130 

One Enclosure 1839. 

54. Viscount Palmerston to H. M.'s Commissioners Feb. 20 British Merchants concerned 

in Slave Trade - - 131 

55. Viscount Palmerston to H. M.'s Comnussioners Mar. 13 Embargoes to persist in 

reftismgthem • - 131 

56. H. M.*s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 5 Mar. 21 Half-yearly Return of cases 

adjudicated - - - 132 

57. H. M 's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 7 Mar. 21 " Flor de Loanda :** Deaths 

while in Harbour - 132 

58. H. M.*s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 15 Mar. 21 "Diligente:" condemned - 132 

Two Enclosures 

59. H. M.*s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 16 Mar. 21 Portuguese Subjects en- 

One Enclosure fra^ in Brazilian SlftTC 

Trade - - - - 135 

60. Viscount Palmerston to H. M.'s Commissioners Mar. 22 To send Translations of 

Depositions and other 
papers relative to cases 
adjudicated by them - 136 

61. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 22 April 8 Brazilian vessels equipped 

for Slave Trade - - 137 
1839. 1839. 

62. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 22 April 8 '' Diligente :** emba^oes. 

Two Enclosures Counter Protests of the 

British and Brazilian 
Judges - - - • 138 

63. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Jan. 31 April 8 '* Feliz :' condemned -140 

Two Enclosures 

64. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Feb. 4 April 8 ''Flor de Loanda:'* ac- 

knowledgment of Instruc- 
tions - • - - 143 

65. H.M.*8 Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Feb. 5 April ' 8 '' Flor de Loanda'* i -143 

66. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Feb. 12 April 8 Hulk for Negroes awuting 

adjudication - - -144 

67. H. M.'8 Judge to Viscount Palmerston - Feb. 14 April 8 Emancipated Negroes • 145 

68. H.M.*s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston Feb. 15 April 8 Embargoes • - • 145 

One Enclosure 

69. Viscount Palmerston to H. M.'s Commissioners April 20 Hulk - - • • 146 

70. Viscount Palmerston to H. M .'s Judge - - May 8 Emancipated Negroes - 147 

7 1 . Viscount Palmerston to H. M.'s Commissioners May 28 . Circular to Portuguese Cus- 

One Enclosure tom-house - - - 147 



SURINAM. 

Date. Receipt. 

1839. 1839. 

72. H. M.*s Judge to Viscount Palmerston '- - Jan. 26 April 22 French Guiana -148 

73. H. M.'s Judge to Viscount Palmerston - • Feb. 11 'April 22 Value of a Slave fixed by 

the Colonial Council - 148 

74. Viscount Palmerston to H.M.'s Judge - - May 28 Chtjular to the Portuguese 

Custom-house - - UO 
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Class A.— 1838-9. 

FURTHER SERIES. 



CORRESPONDENCE 



WITH 



THE BRITISH COMMISSIONERS. 



SIERRA LEONE. {General.) 



No. 1. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Pahnerston. — (Received April 1, 1839.) 

My IiORD« Sierra Leone, October Slst^ 1838. 

We have the honour to hand to your Lordship inclosed the copy of an 
order> issued a few days since to the Marshal to the courts, and which seemed to us 
to be rendered necessary, by the notoriely of the fact, that frequent robberies have 
been committed on board of prize vessels, and that goods and stores have been 
clandestinely landed by the Spaniards and Portuguese, composing the detained 
crews, before the prizes were placed under the charge and superintendence of the 
Marshal to the Courts. 

To remedy this evil, by which captors are plundered, and the revenue defrauded^ 
it Ims now been ordered> that the Marshal shall take charge of all vessels, brought 
before the courts for adjudication, immediately on the witnesses in preparatory being 
landed from them ; first takine» in concert with the prize officer or the captor's 
agent, an inventory of the tackle and stores, so far as the same may be possible 
without removing the cargo. From that moment the Marshal becomes responsible 
for every thing on board ; the prize-master and his crew leave the vessd, and go 
on board the " Ckmflict " gim brig, provided for the reception of prize crews ; and 
the Portuguese or Spaniards are sent on shore, where if they remain, (which 
seldom happens in a clear case of slave dealing), until the adjudication of the vessel 
a few days afterwards, they receive from the Marshal, day by day, three shillings 
and sixpence for a master or mate, and two shillings for a seaman, for the purpose 
of proviidin^ board and lodging for themselves. The convenience of this practice 
is great ; the expence trifling, there being seldom more than three witnesses sent 
up in any particular case. The plunder of the stores and cargo, and the wasteful 
expenditure of provisions are thus prevented, and all the property awaiting 
adjudication is placed under the care and protection of a responsible officer of the 
court. For this slight additional expence, entailed in the first instance by this 
arrangement, the captor is eventually much more than compensated by the increased 
amount of goods for sale by public auction, and by the opportunity which is thus 
afforded to prize officers and prize crews of leaving this place, and of joining their 
shijMs, by the earliest conveyance which offisrs after their arrival. 

On these grounds we trust, that the order in question will meet with your Lord- 
ship's approval. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) W. H M AC AULAY. 

R. DOHERTY. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Pabnerston, G.CB. 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 

Class A. — ^Further Series. B 
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2 SIERRA LEONE. {General) 

Enclosure in No. 1. 
Order. 

^iirra L0OM, October 92nd, 1838. 

Whereas it appears from examinations taken at the police office^ that a 
quantity of clothes and other articles were lately landed from the Spanish schooner 
" CanstitugUo,'* prize to Her Majesty's schooner " Fair Rosamond/' before the 
6aid prize was placed under the charge and superintendence of the Marshal to the 
courts. 

And whereas there is reason to believe, that similar robberies have free uently 
been committed by the detained crews, whilst the prize officers in charge 01 prizes 
have been necessarily absent on duty on shore. 

It is hereby ordered, 

1st. That immediately on witnesses in preparatory beinj^ landed from a vessel 
before the Court, for the purpose of their being examined on the standing interroga- 
tories, the marshal shall proceed on board and take charge of such vessel, and sluiU 
secure her stores and cargo by locking, sealing, and lastening the hatches and 
bulk heads, or by other means, and that he shall leave on board a sufficient crew, 
with a trusty person in charge. 

2nd. That the Marshal shall, as early as possible after he has taken charge of 
such vessel, take* in concert with the prizennaster, or a person appointed by the 
captors, or the captors' agent, a true and correct inventory of her tackle, apparel, 
and furniture, stores, and cargo, so far as the same may be possible without remov- 
ing the cargo, and that the said inventory shall have particular reference to, and 
shall be compared with, the list of stores &c., found on board the detained Vessel at 
the time of her capture, aad attached to the captor's declaration ; and that the said 
inventory shall be signed by the Marshal^ and by the prize master, or by the person 
appointed by the captors or by their agent, to take the said inventory^ and shall 
then be left at the Registry Office. 

3rd. That, from the time of his taking charge of a vessel, the Marshcd shall bef 
held responsible for all the property placed under his care, and liMitthe prize-master 
and his crew shall leave the vessel, immediately on the Marshal taking charge of 
her. , , 

4th. That the detained crew shall likewise leave the vessel 1^ the same time» 
and shall be allowed for every day, between the day of their so leaving, and the day 
on which the vessel may be adjudicated, the sum of three shillings and sixpence 
for a master or mate, and two shillings for a seaman, per day, for belaid and lodgings 
to be paid by the Marshal day by day, during that interval, to each person c^ the 
detained crew. 

5th. That all the bags, chests, and packages, claimed as the private property of 
the detained crew, shall be seardied by the Marshal, previous to their being taken 
on shore, and that nothing shall then or afterwards be removed from the vessel, 
which shall not be bond fide private and personal property. 

(Signed.) H. W. MACAULAY. 

R. DOHERTY. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) J. Miller, Acting Registrar. 



No. 2. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received April 1, 1839 ) 

Mt Lord, Sierra Leone, November IS, 1838. 

We have had the honour to receive your Lordship's l)espatch of the 
17th of September, 1838, acquainting us that the Queen's Aavocate is of 
opinion, that the course prescribed by the Treaties in the case of death, absence, or 
illness of a regularly appointed Commissioner, should be adopted in a like con- 
tingency occurring in the case of an acting Commissioner ; and instructing us to 
provide for the case of the illness of an acting Commissioner, by swearing in the 
Colonial Officer next in succession, to carry on the business, unm such time as the 
acting Commissioner shall be able to resume his duties. 
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SIERRA LiSOlNlft. (Oenefml^ 



We sliftll not ftU ta Mhm jmat liorddbip^s ^H^ecHons, whenever the suppofted 
cMeoocwret 

We have, &c. 
(Signed.) H. W. MACAULAY. 

R. DOHERTY. 
ne JUght Hen. P^heeuni Palmer^ton, G.C.B, 
Sfc. Sfc. S(c. 

■ i II I I f' I I III ■■ ' il l I '11 I 

No. 3. 

Vi$eount Palmerstan to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 

GEIfTLiEMENi Foreign Offlee^ April ^^ 1839. 

Considerable inconvenience has heen occasioned to the public service, 
by delay vrhich has taken place in the arrival of your Despatches^ giving accounts 
ot the cases, which have been adjudicated by you towards the latter period of the 
year^ and containing reports of your proceedings, made up to the conclusion of the 
twelvemonth, I have therefore^ to desire, that you will in future take care to 
transmit those accounts and reports to me, for the information of Her Majesty's 
Qovermnent, as soon as pogsiple after the transactions which they record shall 
have been completed. 

You will likewise be careful to transmit to this office your Annual Report upon 
the Slave Trade, at the earliest possible moment after the end of the period to wliich 
it refers. 

Your Report upon this subject for the year 1838 has not yet been received. 

I am, &c. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners, (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

J^e. fyc. Sfc. 

No. 4. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston, — (Received April 25,1839.) 

Mt Lobd^ ^erra Leone, December 31*/, 1838. 

Wp have Ih^ honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship, a certified 
copy of the list of slaves, registered here by the different Mi^^ Courts, from the 
30th of June 1838, to this date. The number so registered was 1963. 

(Signed) ' * H. W. MACAULAY. 
B. DOHERTY. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Pahnerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 





Enclosure 


in No. 4. 




Abstract. 




Number 
Registered. 


Number died 
before Bepitration 
but Enuincipated. 


Prova . . . 


193 . . 


. 1 . . . 


Pacquete Feliz 


187 . 


. . . 




Prova . . 


. 293 . 


. . 1 . . 




Dolcinea . 


. 249 . 


. . . 




Liberal . . 


583 . . 


. . . 




Emprendedor 


. 458 . 


, . . 





1963 



Number 
Emancipated. 

. 194 

. 187 

. 295* 

. 249 

. 583 

. 458 

1966 



Memorandum. 

Niimberregi8tereduptothe30th June, 1838 46,396 

Number re^stered from June 30, to December 31, 1838 . . 1963 

Total . 48,359 



* Remark — One girl absconded. 
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4 SIERRA LEONE. (General.) 

In addition to the foregoing list of emancipated slaves registered during the 
period set forth, there were 475 slaves landed from the Portuguese brig " DiUgenter 
569, from the Portuguese brig ** Canioene^* and 79 from the Portuguese sdiooner 
** Ingemane,'^ at Nassau, New Providence, Bahama Islands ; and 324 frmn the 
Portuguese schooner '' Feliz,*' at Kingston in the island of Jamaica; in all 1447, 
the survivors of whom are emancipate by Decrees of the British and Portuguese 
Court of Mixed Commission. 

(Signed.) J. MILLER, Acting Registrar. 
Sierra Leone, December 31, 1838. 

These are to certify, that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the original 
list of slaved) regi^red and emancipated by Courts of Mixed Commissions, esta- 
blished at Sierra Leone, imder the Treaties with Foreign Powers for preventing 
tne Illicit Traffic in slaves, during the period from the oOth day of June, to the. 
3ist day of December 1838. 

In faith and testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the 
seal of the Mixed Commissions, at Freetown, in the said colony, this 31st day of 
December, in the year of our Lord 1838. 

(L. S.) (Signed.) J. MILLER, Acting Registrar. 



No. 5. 

Her Majesty^ s Judge to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 30.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, February 15, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship, that Walter William 
Lewis, Esq., Her Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration, arrived yesterday from 
England. 

It is only due to His Excellency C!olonel Richard Doherty, the Governor of the 
colony (who has for some time filled Mr. Lewis's place), to say, that on every 
occasion where his assistance was required, he has afforded it with the utmost 
cordiality and cheerfulness. 

I have &c. * 
(Signed) ' * H. W. MACAULAY. 

jf%e Right Hon. Viscount Paltnerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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SIERRA LEONE. (Spain.) 



No. 6. 

Her Majesty's Commisdaners to VUeount Pahnerston.— (^Received February 4, 

1839.) 

My Lord, • Sierra Leone, August I5tk, 1838. 

We have the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship our Report of 
the case of the Spanish schooner *' Opposi^ao,'' Joao Rodriguez, Master, condemned 
in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice, on the 13th instant, for being 
equipped for the Slave Trade, in contravention of the Tenth Article of the Slave 
Trade Treaty between Great Britain and Spain. 

At the time when this vessel was captured by Her Majesty's sloop " Pearl," 
Lord Clarence Edward Paget commanding, she was on her way to the port of 
Havana, from one of the numerous keys which abound on the coast of Cuba, where 
she had just before landed a cargo of slaves from the coast of Africa. That she 
had effected the object of her voyage in this respect was sufficiently indicated by 
^mptoms, which will not admit of question or explanation ; and it was Captain 
Faget*s intention, in the first instance, to have prosecuted the ** Opposigao'' under 
the additional Article, which subjects to seizure and condemnation vessels, which 
may have shipped a slave or slaves in the particular voyage in which they are cap- 
tured, even though no slave should be on board at the moment of detention. 

TI)« " Opposi^tm'' was sailing under Portuguese colours, and was furnished with 
Portuguese papers, when she was met with and detained by the ** Pearl.'* She 
was therefore, as soon as possible, dispatched to this place, where alone Portuguese 
vessels can be adjudicatea. 

From the evidence taken in the case it was discovered, that the detained 
schooner was altogether employed in the Slave Trade of Spain ; that she sailed 
from Havana on the outward voyage with a cargo of goods laden at that port ; and 
that she was returning to Havana, when fallen in with, after having landed a cargo 
of slaves in the neighbourhood. The owner was, by his own statement, " a mer- 
chant resident at Havana ;" and the greater part of the officers of the vessel, all 
indeed except the nominal Portuguese captain, were Spaniards, and were, with the 
rest of the crew, hired and shipped, for a voyage from Havana to the coast of 
Afiica and back. 

The principle^ ** that the national character of a merchant is to be taken from the 
place of his residence, and of his mercantile establishment, and not firom the place 
of his birth," had therefore unquestionably affixed a Spanish character on the 
'^ Opposi^ao' and her owner, and had renaered them subject to all the penalties, 
which would have been incurred by natural-born subjects of Spain, for a breach 
of the municipal laws, or of the Treaty stipulations entered into by that Power. 

On the discovery of the facts to which we have above referred, the Captor's 
Proctor exercised, we think, a sound discretion in vnthdrawing the vessel from the 
Portuguese Court, and prosecuting her in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of 
Justice for being illegally equipped. Of the illegal equipment no doubt could be 
entertained ; and the employment in Spanish trade was proved with equal clear- 
ness. The " Opposicao'* was accordingly pronounced to be a Spanish vessel, so far 
at least as respects tne particular voyage in which she was detained ; and she was 
condemned for having on board almost every one of the articles, denounced in the 
Tenth Article of the Spanish Treaty. 

"V\^e have &c 
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 



Tlie Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



R. DOHERTY. 
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Enclosure in No. 6. 

Report of the Case of the Spanish Schoomer *' Opposijao," Joao Rodriguez, 

Master. 

The following papers were found on board tWs vessel at the time of her capture :— 

1. A Portuguese p^gsport from Josi ^/hanB, d% Scmm Ahx^^ Macedo e Yas- 
concellos. Governor and Captain General of Angola and its dependencies, dated 
at St. Paul de Loando on the 5th of April, 1834, unifying that the Portuguese 
schooner called the ** Opposicao/' of wmch Manuel Baptista dos Santos e Silva 
was Master, and Jacintho Pereira Cameiro, Owner, both Portuguese subjects, 
was about to make a voyage from Loando to Maranham. This passport i^peara 
not to have been made use of during the three following years, as the first and only 
visa endorsed on it is made by Jose Miguel Fernandez, the Portuguese Consul at 
Havana, oh the 27th of .September, 1837, in which it is stated that the *^ Oppo^ 
sicao\' was then bound from Havana to St. Paul de Loando, under the conqnand 
ot Joao Rodriguez, who had been appointed Master by Don Manuel Cardozo, to 
whom that right belonged, in consequence of his having purchased the vess^. 

2. A list of crew, dated at Havana, September 26th, 1837, describing Joao 
Rodriguez as the Master, and Manoel Cardozo as the owper, at that time. 

3. is the Custom House clearance from Havana, dated a few days previou^v, 
and in which the Master is said to be Don Manuel Cardozo, who is named n^reiy 
as owner in the other Papers, the extra water*casks are declared, in the usual 
style, to be shipped " for the purpose of bringing back pahn-oil," aokl three slave-» 
boilers are called '' three caldrons for clarifying palm-oil." 

4. The Bill of Sale pf the ** Opposigao'' was executed at Havana only a few 
days before the vessel cleared out [from that port ; and it is therein stated, that 
Joaquim Jose Pereira d'Abreo, as the Agent by power of attorney of Jacinto Pe* 
reira Carneiro, the original qwper, sells to Manual Cardozo all right and title to 
the ** Opposi^ao'' for im sum of one thousand and twenty Spanish Dollars. 

5. The Log'book purports " to contain an account of the homeward voyage 
from Cape Padron on the Rio Zaire (or Congo) towards the port of Havana/ It 
commences on the 2nd of March, 18^, and is kept up regularly to the 25th of 
April, 1838, on which day the vessel was captured by Her Majesty's sloop " Pearl/' 
Lord Clarence Edward Paget commanding. 

The " Opposifao" was taken possession of by the '' Pearl" off the northerly part 
of the Islanu of Cuba, in consequence of there being every indication that she had 
just before landed a cargo of slaves on some part of the coast ; and it was the intep* 
tion of Captain Paget to prosecute his pnze> for a breach pf the 1st Addition^ 
Article to the Portuguese Convention, signed at Usbon the 15th day of March* 
1823. 

Immediately after capture the '* Opposigao" was taken into the port of Ha- 
vana ; and the case was submitted, with the vessel's papers^ for the consideration of 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge at that place ; who thereupon gave a written 
opinion, which Ix)rd Clarence Paget considei*s '* rendered it impossible for him to 
pursue any other course than that of sending the vessel to Sierra Leone*" Mr- 
Kennedy's opinion is in the following words ;— 

''Havana, 29th April, 1838. 

^' In the case of the ' Opposifuo^ Portuguese schooner, brought into this har- 
bour yesterday by Her Majesty's sloop ^ Pearl,' understanding that, though no 
slaves were actually found op boMfd, yet that all the circumstances wbieh attend 
the fact of her having very recently landed a cargo of slaves, were so strongly 
existing as to leave no reasonable doubt of slaves having been put on board in this 
particmar voyage, I shouldhave no hesitation io giving a decision for condemnation, in 
accordance with the Additi(»al Article of the 15th pf March> 1823. But, as the 
construction of what may be required under the words, or what may be ccmsidiered 
clear and undeniable proof of slaves having been put on board for the purpose of 
illegal traffic, may very probably be different with different persons, I should wish 
it to be understood, that I would put on them a construction the strictest for the 
putting down of the Slave Trade, where there can be no question of the actual 

guilt ; and of this I feel assured, that any officer acting honestly and zealously will 
B supported by Her Majesty's Government. 

(Signed) J. KENNEDY/' 
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It lABiiiioh to be regretted that this oase Wcus jdot adjodiofited ia the BritiA aad 
Spanish Mixed GcHirt of Jugtioe established at Havana^ rather than ia that ei^ 
tMlifiiMMl bcK, whereby much expense* iaconvenienoe, and lose of time wimld 
have been spared to the captors ; and the reasoning of Mr* Kennedy would, ^ 
course, have been eaually applicable to the case of a vessel captured under the ex- 
planatory article to the Spanish Treaty of 1817, which was signed at Madrid on 
the 10th of December, 1822, because in both cases the same words and expressions 
are used. We do not feel called upon to admit or to deny the correctness of the 
opinion, which Mr. Kennedy has here expressed ; as the only grounds on which 
the " Opposi^"^' was ultimately prosecuted, and condemned in this place were : — 
First, that the Spanish character, with which the detained vessel and the owners 
had been invested, by employment in Spanish Trade, and a domicile in a Spanish 
port, had brought the case within the reach of the Spanish Treaty. Secondlyn 
that there was an unquestionable equipment for the illicit Slave Trade, evidenced by 
the presence of almost everv article enumerated in the Spanish Treaty, as indica- 
tive of an employment in that trade. 

A prosecution, it is true, was commenced by the captor's proctor against the 
** Opposigao in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission ; but the 
case was subsequently transferred, on petition, to the British and Spanish Mixed 
Court of Justice, when it was found by the learned gentleman, that a Spanish na- 
tional character could be clearly afl&xed to the adventure, in which the detained 
vessel was engaged at the time of her capture ; and that, taking into account the 
circumstances and correspondence, which preceded and accompanied the publication 
of the 1st Additional Article to the Portuguese Convention, some doubt might 
possibly be entertained by the Judges of the British and Portuguese Court, whe- 
ther the article in question would authorise the capture of vessels, which had com- 
pletely effected the object of their voyage by the final disembarkation of their 
slaves at their appointed destination ; or of such vessels only as had " put their 
slaves momentanly on shore, immediately prior to their being visited by ships of 
war," with the object of re-embarkix^ those slaves at a favourable opportunity ; 
and " thus finding means to evade forfeiture, and to pursue then* unlawful course 
with impunity/' 

tJpoil these points, we repeat, the Court was not called upon in the present case 
to decide ; as the condemnation of the ''Opposigao^* was claimed by the captor's 

Erector, merely on the ground of the violation of the equipment article of the 
Ipanish Treaty. 

After leaving Havana, the *' Opposigao'^ was carried by the captor to Bermuda, 
where she underwent such repairs as were necessary to enable her to prosecute a 
voyage to Sierra Leone ; and she reached this place on the morning of the 6th 
ultimo, under the charge of Mr. Donald McLeod Mackenzie, senior Mate of 
Her Majesty's sloop ** Pearl,'* and having on board the Captain, Boatswain, and 
Cook, as witnesses. 

The case, on the following day, came regularly before the British and Portuguese 
Court, at the instance of the captors ; the ship's papers and the seizor's Declara- 
tion having been filed, the monition sent forth, and the evidence directed to be 
taken. 

The following is the substance of the Captor's Declaration : — ^^ 1, Clarence 
Edward Paget, Commander of Her Majesty's sloop * Pearl,' do hereby declare 
that, on the 25th day of April, 1838, in latitude 23* 55' North, longitude 84' AT 
West, I fell in with and detained, whilst sailing under Portuguese colours, the 
schooner ' Oppon^ao^ ^vith a crew list containing the names of twenty-three indi- 
viduals, including Joao Rodriguez, the master, of whom there was found on board, 
at the time of detention, only nine, whose names, as declared by them respectively, 
are given in the annexed list. Joao Rodriguez, the Master, declared that the 
' OppoH^ao* was from St. Paul de Loando, bound to Havana. Upon a strict ex- 
amination of the vessel's hold, she was found to betray such evident indication of 
having very recently discharged a cargo of negroes, that I have considered it my 
duty to send her for trial, as a vessel engaged in the illicit traffic in slaves." 

The " Opposicao* was shordy afterwards withdrawn from the Court in which 
she was at first libelled, and a petition from the captor's proctor prayed, that an 
affidavit of the Prize Officer, authenticating the papers and verifying the facts of 
seizure, might be received and filed in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of 
Justice; that a tnonition might issue, returnable into the registry of that Court; 
that the. evidence taken before the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Coin- 
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mission might be admitted on behalf of the captor, as evidence in the new prosecu- 
tion ; and that a commission of survey and inspection might be issued to the sur- 
veyors of the Court, for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of the outfit and 
equipment of the detained vessel. 

The affidavit of the Prize Officer is as follows : — 

" In the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice, Colony of Sierra Leone. 

" Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the schooner ' Opposigtw/ Joao 
Rodriguez, Master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, the goods, wares, merchan- 
dize, and stores on board the same, taken by Her Majesty's sloop-of-war * Pearl,* 
Lord Clarence Edward Paget, Commander, and brought to Sierra Leone. 

** Appeared personally Donald McLeod Mackenzie, ' Mate of Her Majesty's 
sloop-of-war * Pearl,' Lord Edward Clarence Paget, Commander, duly authorized 
and empowered, according to the provisions of the Treaty between His late 
Britannic Majesty and the Queen Regent of Snam, signed at Madrid on the 28th 
of June, 1835, to make seizures of vessels belonging to the subjects of Sfain 
engaged in the Slave Trade ; and the said Donald McLeod Mackenzie, being 
duly sworn, maketh oath, that on the 25th day of April last, being in latitude 
23^ 55' North, and longitude 84"" 47' West, the said Lord Clarence Edward 
Paget seized and detained the schooner or vessel called * OpposifaOp whereof 
Joao Rodriguez was Master, by reason that the said schooner was employed in and 
equipped for the Slave Trade, contrary to the said Treaty ; and the deponent 
further mdceth oath, that the papers, writings, and documents hereunto annexed, 
marked from No. 1 to 5 inclusive, were given to this deponent by the said Captain 
Paget, who received the same from the boarding ofl&cer, to whom they had been 
delivered by the master of said schooner ; and that the same are now brought 
and delivered up, in the same plight and condition as when so received by this depo- 
nent, without any fraud, addition, subduction, alteration, or embezzlement what- 
ever, save the numbering and marking thereof. 

(Signed) " DONALD M- MACKENZIE." 

'' On the 9th day of August, 1838, the said Donald McLeod Mackenzie was 
duly sworn to the truth of tffis affidavit. 

** Refore me 
(Signed) " M. L. MELVILLE, Reghtrarr 

" Schedule of Peters. 

" No. 1. Passport. 

2. Muster-roll. 

3. Clearance of Havana. 

4. BiU of Sale. 

5. Log Book." 

From the report of the Surveyors as to the equipment of the " Opposigao,*\ve 
found, that there were on board, hatehes with open gratings, and ^ated scuttles, 
evidently intended for giving air to slaves ; a large quantity of planks, also beams, 
and clamps fitted for beams^ sufficient for a slave deck ; six shackles, and a long 
bolt; a large number of leaguers, capable of containing between nine and ten 
thousand gallons of water ; twenty-five large mess tins, a large quantity of mess 
pannikins, and other tin vessels of different sizes, three boilers of an unusual size, 
and distinct from the cabouse, which is fitted for four boilers, and capable of cook* 
ing for three hundred people. 

rrom the examinations taken in the case^ the following summary is made :— - Joao 
Bodriguez, the Master of the '' Opposi^ao,'' deposed "*' that he was bom in Lisbon, 
and has always lived there ; that ne has never served any State but Portugal; that 
he appointed himself to the command of the vessel (being part owner of her) about 
ten months since, at Havana ; that possession of the vessel was given to him there 
and then by Felipe Rodriguez, the former Master, a Spaniard, from whom wtness 
piurchased the vessel ; that he does not know where the said Felipe Rodriguez 
resides, for though of the same name, he is not related to witness ; that witness first 
saw the vessel at Havana about ten months ago ; that she is Spanish built ; that 
he was present at the time of seizure ; that the vessel was^ at the time, sailing under 
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Portuguese colours, and hn^ no otheis ; that the vessel is one hundred and sixty 
tons burthen, and had originally a crew of about seventeen oflGicg;s and mariners, 
a)l hired and. shipped at Havaim^by witness, nine months since ; that there was no 
cargo on board j|| the time of dapture ; that witness has a half share in the vessel ; 
that no other person gf the officers or mariners had any interest in the vessel or 
^ cargo ; that the tl)yage began, and was to have ended,Tlj; HavJ^ ; that Havana was 
the last and only clearing port ; that the vessel cleared at Havana for St. Paul de 
Loando, but went into the jRio Congo, where his people falling j||ck, he was detained 
for two Months a^d eight days, aha having endeavoured to trade with the natives 
for palm oil and ivory, had his factory plundered of all his goods ; and several 
of his peopla^having died, he judged it better to return to Havana ; that the captmv 
ing vessel was first seen off JCape St. Antonio, Island of Cuba, about 6 A. M. of the 
25th of April last ; that witness' vessel was steering for Havana at the time; that 
witness is nimself half owner of the vessel, and Joze Morales, a Brazilian by birth 
and allegiance, is the proprietor of the other half; that Morales has always resided 
at Bahia, where he keeps a wine and rum store ; tliat a bill of sale was made at 
Havana in September last b|^Felipe Rodriguez to witness' father, FrancisaO Car- | 
dozo Rodriguez, a Portuguese, and to the before-named Morales ; that mtne§0WM 
not pr^nt when the bill of sale was executed, and does not know thejiames of 
the subscribing witnesses, or who were the former owners, or whether Felipe * 
Rodriguez was the owner or not, or what was the exact price of the vessel; that^ 
I ^witness believes that the price was about 6500 dollars, a}l*pHid in cash at the time ;' 
that the cargo ship^ at the Havana \Ms the joint property of witness and 
Mwales ; thaMAere is no cargo on board at present ; that ncpslaves were taken on 
board during any part of the voyage ; that, after capture, the vessel was taken first 
to Hamna, diei^e^ to Bermuda, and^-fn^b that place to Sierra Leone ; that the 
^ papers found on Hoard were and are all true and fair ; that the vessel was under 
witness's management with regard to her trade; that witness corresponds with his 
partner Morales in regard to her concerns." 

^ Antonio Munhos, the boatswain of the *' Opposigao,*' d^sed ** that himself, 
the first and second mates, and two seamen, were Spaniards ; that the rest of the crew 
weres, Portuguese, but all hired ^d shipped in Havana." In all other respects 
this witness corroborated the Master's testimony. 

Publication of the above evidence having been decreed, an# a day of trial pi|yed 
for, the case was finally adjudicated on the 13th instant. 

The e^pment of the *^ Opposigao '* for the Slave Trade having been clearly 
proved, it only remained to consider, whether or not she could be considered as a 
Spanish vessel. ^ 

*' That the national character of a merchant is to be taken from the place of his 
residen#,'^and of his mercantile establishment, and not from the place of his birth," 
was declared by Her Majesty's Government to be " an established rule of the law of 
nations."— See Class A, 1834, p. 147. 

Gui^d by this principle, the court decided, in the present case, that the owner 
of the '' Opposigao'' must be deemed a Sjjanish merchant, with respect at least to 
the particular adventure, in the prosecution of which that vessel was detained ; that 
the trade in which the Opposigao' was employed was, from the beginning to the 
eijA of her voyage, essentially Spanish, condu#ld in a great measure by Spanish 
oflieers, and the returns made to the same Spamsh port, from which the outward 
carao was shaped. 

Wheither we reUr to the official papers with which the '* Opposigao " cleared 
^ Mt from Havana, or to the evidence of the Master, Joao Rodriguez, we meet^ 
with abundant reasons for considering the ^' Opposi^(w " as a Spanish vessel. 

An endorsement oir the Portuguese passport, received by the original owner 
from the Governor-General of AngoJm on the 4th of May|J834, is made by the 
Port%ue8e Consul at Havana, on the 27th of September last, certifying that, the 

S resent masterjwas on that day appointed to' command the " Opposigao" by 
lanoel Cardozo, who had, by purchase, become the owner of the schooner a few 
days before. On the 20th of the same month, ti^ bill of sale, certified by the same 
Portuguese Consul, decl&res that the before-iiflhed Cardo^ the purchaser of the 
detained vessel, tos '* a merchant resiiMtt at the Havana^ The Master swears 
•* that all the psqpers of the vessel were and are true and fw." 

Applying then to these circumstances the rule laid down for our guidance ify 
His Majesty's Government, (Class B, 1835, p. 76,) the Court was of'opjnion, 
^that the owner of the {^^ Opposigao^') by his residence and employment in 
Class A, — ^Further Series. ^ C <** 
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(^Hmoho,) h&R, £or commercial purposes, digested himself of his original national 
character, and that he has become a (Spaniard) in all matters appertaining, ta 
GQmmerce^ and has made himself amenable to the same tribunals, to which he would, 
hanre been, amenable, if he had been a natural-born subj^ect.of (Spain) ^ the a£ai»^ 
said, owner having, by his own act^ become a (Spanish) subjject, nmst be presumed 
to hayje given a tacit assent **to the commercial regulations of ('6pain)» wfaethec 
founded, upon Treaties or otherwise, and cannot be^ Sbwed to daim.an)i; privalegf^ 
oc exemptions, beyond those^ to which. naturaL-bom subj^ects^ of (Spaia) ac^ 
entitled." ^ 

It was accordingly decided by the Court, that the ^ Oppotiqao^^ was brougjit, as 
a Spanish vessd, within the operatioa of the Spanish Treaty ; that unq^uestionahle. 
proof had been affi>rded o£ her beine, at the time of her seizune, equipped la a. 
manner prohibited by the lOdi. ArticLei of the Treaty of the 28th of June, 1S3S; 
and that the said schooner, her cargo and furniture, be condemned as good prize to. 
the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain. 

It may here be asked, why the Captor should have been allowed, in this instance 
alone, to prosecute the ^' Opposigcu) " as Spanish, when almost every vessel, which 
has lately come before the firiti^ and Portuguese Coiu*t of Mixed' Commission^, 
might witb equal reason be considered to possess a Spanish character? We reply,. 
^ that it is erd^irely optional with the Captor to prosecute his prize, either in her real 
or assumed character. If, under the character which she has fraudulently assumed, 
condenrmation is certain, the Captor is not obliged to go out of his way to pcove ' 
the perjury of his own witnesses; and ta seek for new, and parkaps doubtful, SAoreeft 
of accusation, when ample grounds of condemnationalready exist in. the admissionsr 
of the party accused. In the case of thie " JForftma," (1 Dodson, p. 87,) Sic 
William Scott observer: — ** The c^inioifof Ae Court respecting th« eflGect of £ag^ 
and pass is this — ^that the party who takes the benefit of them ii himself bound b^ 
them ;. he is not at. liberty, when they happen to turn to his disadvantage, to tttca 
round and deny the character which he has worji for his own. benefit, and upon the 
credit of his own oaths and solemn declarations ; but the^ do not bind other partieg 
M against him ; other parties ace at liberty at show that these are spurious* 
credentials, assumed for the purpose of disgviising the real character of the vesseL" 
So also do we consider, that when a slave vessel is- captured imder such circum- 
stances as would lead to her condemnation, whether prosecuted in the Portuguese 
or the Spanish Mixed Court, it is competent for the Captor and for the Court to 
receive bBr in the character which she by her papers protesses to bear, and. to swe 
themsdLves the trouble of proving the falsehood of her pretensions., 

(Signed) H. W. MACAUIAY. 

R. DOHERTY. 

Sierra Leone, August 1^, 1838. ^ 

No. 7. 

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty* s Commissioners. 

GaNTLBMBN; Foreign* OJice,. February. 16iA, 1839. 

I HKiBWiTH send to you, for your information, copies of two Despatohes 
ftmn Her Majesty's Commissioneniat the Havana, containing reports of the acri« 
vals of slave-vessels at the Havana, and of tlie departure of slave- vessels fioonxtlttk 
port, during the months of October and November, 1838. "* 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTOBT. j 

Her Majesty's Gommisdon^hs, 

8fe. Sfc. 

Fii^ Endosure in No. 7. 
Havana Commissioners, November 23, 1838. 
(See First Series, Class A., No. 94, p. 133.) 

v^ Second Enclosure in No. 7. * 

Havana Commissioners, December 24, 1838. 
(See No. 38, page 101) 
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Phcount JPeUmer^an i4^ Her Mq^esij/'s Comndsmnev's. 

CtaimMfRN, Foreign O^e, F^bmary "^rd, 1839. 

I fiBiii:wrrH send to you, for yotxr iaformstion, a w^y c^a DespaAok fiPMt 
ifer Mayvrty's OoBimssioBers «t tlie Havana, eontai&ing a report of the amvidft ^ 
I9ii^e-ve«»il8 ^ the Havana, imd of tke depatrt«i« of dave-^reseek )from tkat port; 
Jhttng &e notttli of Deoember, 183& 

I am, ^c 

(Signed) PALMERSTON- 

Hjir MtffBMtg'a CamnUmtmert^ 

Enclosure in No. 8. 

Havana Cowmushners, January 17« 1839. 
{See Na 42, page I0&) 



No. 9. 

Viscount Pedmerslon to Her Majesty^ 9 Commissianers. 

GsNCUBMSH, • Fermgn Ojfice, F^ruary 23rd, 1839. 

' 1 HBsawire iraaopiit to jikmIo for your inforaiation, a copy of « I>es|Mitch» 
aad of ks^eadosapes, nlwdi I Jiave received £rom Her Majesty's ComBussionens at 
tiMHavi^ta^ fOQi^Bing « report eftkestttbe of the Slave Trade kCiiba^durinirthe 
pear 1838. ' . . 

I am, &c. 

{Signed) PALMERSTON- 



Enclosure in No. 9. 

Htwana Commi&shnerSf Jmiumry 1^ 1839. 

(SeeNo. 41,pagel03,) 



No. 10. 

Her M^ffdt4y'^ Cmnmi94mmi to VimmaUt Pudsmrsian. — {BecfMedApnl 1, 1839.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, October ^t\ 1833. 

We have the honour to enclose herein to your Lordship otar Keport of the 

'case of the1>rig '' JXUgenteT Mi^el Sierra, master, condemned on the 12th ii^stant* 

in the British and Spanish JMGxed Court of Justice, for being equipped for the illegal 

traffic in slaves; also^ Copy of the Judgment which ;pvas pronounced bv the Court 

on that occasion. ^ ** 

The ^' DtUgente^' was captured by Her Jilajesty^s brig ^ Brisk,** Trfiilst under 
Portuguese ccAours, and furnished with Portuguese papers from the ^ifeguese 
Consiu-General at Cadiz, who, in this instancy seems to have been at no pains 
to conceal the disgraceful part, which he todk in protecting a slave-trading . 
dtlventure, in violation of the laws of his own country, and of that ia. which he was 
an accredited Agent. 

The " DiHgente " was condemned at Sierra LeoAfe on tiie 2nd of March, 1837^ 
and was subsequently purchased at this place by Miguel Bertinote, who carried 
her in the first instance to Havana, and afterwards to Old Spain, where he 
arrived at the latter end of the same year. At Cadiz a pretended transfer of the 
vessel was epEscted, and a Bill of Sale was made by Bertinote to the agent of 
Francisco Gardozo <le Mello, of the Cape de Verd Islands.-^ The '' Diligente'* 
then left Spain for the Coast of Africa, fitted in every respeid; iior the Slave Trader 
and with Bertinote still on board. 

The Bill of Sale is dated on the 2nd of January, 1837, and the^Passport and 
Muster-roll of the' crew on the 5th -of the same month. These papers were pre^ 
pared in the Office of the Consul-General Machado, and are attested by his seal 
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and si^ature ; but all the witnesses examined in the case irere compelled to ' ^ 

admit their falsehood. The Captain and Mate declare, that they did not join thfe **£;. 

vessel until eighteen months after the date of the Matricula, in which their names ** 
are inserted; and Bertinote declares (what indeed is within our own l^nowledge) 
that he did not purchase the> vessel at Sierra Leone, for some months after he is 
stated to have sold her at Cadiz. The object of ante-dating these papw on the "* 
2nd and 5th of January, 1837, was evidently to escape from the operation of the 
JPortuguese Commercial Decree, which took effect a few days afterwards. But JL» 

Mach^o has him^lf furnished sufficient evidence of the fraud which he com- ^ 

mitted ; for the Manifest signed by the Captain, Sierra, and to which the seal ^jA ^ 

signature of ihe Consul are likewise attached, is dated by him in June, 1838 ; and 
he thus overlooked the absurdity of declaring, as he does in effect, that &prew of 
38 men were Ifired and shipped at Cadiz, 18 months before the vessel saued.from ' '" 
that Port. . . ^, .- 

It was urged in argument for the claimant, and Bertinote strongly pressed this 
view of the matter^ wat the mistake in date was a clerical one ; that the year ,^ 
1837 was inserted, bv a common error at the commencement of a new year, 
instead of the year 18^ ; that the Bill of Sale was actually made on the 2nd of 
January, 1838, and not on the ** 2nd of January, 1837;" and that 1838 should be IfL 
read for 1837 in the Passport and Matricula. But alIowin|^ for a moment the 
correctness of this explanation with regard to' the year^ the insertion of the nionth 
,of " January, 1837," i<m* that of June, 1838, cannot be accounted for in the same 
way ; and it is positively sworn by the captam and mate, that 4hey were not 9 ^ 
shipped until June, 1838, six months after tne date Tamendedas proposed) of the 
Consiil's-certificate as *o the correctness of the Muster-roll in wUch their name^ 
appear. Whether, therefore, the Matricula is to be taken as dated in January, * 4c 
1837 or January, 4838, a gr^s fraud was committed in either ^tase, even on the 
«riiowinff of the claimants themsdves. 

On these grounds the Portuguese papers were set aside as fraudulent and fahe ; 
and the ^' Di&genW stood. before the Court in her former Spanish character, the 
character which it was thus c^umsHy attempted to cover ; and the equipmenf iov 
the Slave Trade brou^t her witMn reac^ of the Tenth Article of Treaty with ^ 
Spain. * ^ 

Had^e Portuguese papers of the ** DiRgentc '* not been so glaringly^ irregular 
and untniei w^ should sfill have looked with great suspicion on the^ asserted 
change in the national character of a vessel, on board of which the former Spanish 
owner and master still continued, ostensibly in the character of a passenger^ but 
really for the purpose of directing all the proceedings of the voyage. So Uttle, 
indeed, was the person who figured as master conversant wj|h the duties orhis 
situation, that he declared his perfect ignorance of the nature and contents of the 
ship's Papers and Bill of Sale, or even of the name of the owner of tlje outward 
cargo. ^ * 

No documents or clearances of any description, from the Custom-house or the^ 
SpasMi authorities at Cadiz* have been produced ; and no bond was*teken that 
the large quantity of water-casks on board the '^ Diligente " should be employed ^ 
in lawful %ptie. It would iq|^ar from this and other circumstances, as if the 
outward cargo had been smuggled on board without entry or clearance, the only 
articleNlBamed in the Manifest, signedll)y Machado, being a few iron-pots and some 
water-cask4^for ballast; whereas, according to the shipfs log, the vessel was 
employed 14 days in the river Gallinas '* discharging her cargo;'' and tobacco, 
rum, powder, &c. were found on board of her at the tune of her seizure. 

The case oftKis vessel has received our fullest and most anxious consideration ; ^ 

and we earnestly hope that ibe judgment we felt it our duty to pronounce will 
meet with your Lordship's approval. But before your Lordship's opinion can 
reach us, it may be anticipated, that the promulgation of our sentence will lead to 
numerous seizures unde]:;^imila9*'Circumstances. 

^ We have, &c. * 

(Signed) H. W. MAOAULAY. 

R DOHERTY. 
The Ri^ht Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. IJ* 

^c. ^ 8fc. Sfc. 
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First Enclosure in Na. 10. 

^ ^ Report of the case of t^ Spanish brig *' Diligente,'' Miguel Sierra, Master. "^ 

The foll(Jwing pa^rs were found on board this vess^ at tie time of her 
^fjjk capture: — ^ ^ *. 

1. A Passpcttt from Manoel de Souza Machado, Portuguese Consul-General in * 
A Spain and the Canaries, resident^at Cadiz, stating that the Portuguese brig called 
the " Diligenter commanded by Miguel Sierra, and owned by Francisco Cardezo 
de Mello, a native Pjjrtuguese, established in the Island of Si^ Jago, Cape Verd, 
^ Ippras authorizeoto make a voyage to the said island, in order to obtain the necessary » 

papers to enable lier to sail as a Portuguese vessel. This document is signed by 
tne Gbnsul-Greneral, and sealed with tne consular seal at Cadiz, and is dated on 
J^^ the 5tli of January, 1837. 

iff^ 2. A Manifest, with Bill of Lading attached, declaring that the cargo on .board - 

♦ the '^ Diligente,** consisted of 2000 iron-pots, and 69 water-casks of diflPerent 

► sizes ybr ballast; that it was shipped by l)on Gabriel Lopez to the order of 

F. C. de Mello, and was bound to Cape Verdes by way of the (ShiUinas. The Bill 

J of Lading is without date, but the Manifest, which is certified by the signature of 

4r the Portuguese Consul, is da^ on the 16th of June, 1838. 

. 3. The Matricula, dated on the 5tli of January, 1837, "signed^y the Captain, 
Sierra, and certified by the Portuguese Consul, declares the names and offices of 
^ |tt 38 men, shipped as a crew at Cadiz on that date. 

♦ ^ 4. Tlie Bill of Sale is dated at Cadiz on the 2nd of January, 1837, and is 

certified, like the other p^rs, by the Portuguese Consul-General. It declares 

. * ,, ^ that Miguel j&ertinote, the owner of the Spanish brig * Feroz Africano,^* lying •i* 

f ^ at Cadiz, sold that vessel to Francisco Cardozo de Mello, of the Cape de Verde 

Islands, through his empowered attorney atjDadiz, Don Gabriel Lopez^ a merchant 

^ that place. * 

"^ 5 and 6. There are also two Log-boq^s, one kept in Spanish and the other in 

Portuguese, both concurring to show that the " Diligente " left Cadiz on the 30th 

'Ibf June last, and that she came direct to tiie river Gallinas, where she arrived on 

' ♦ the 30th of July, and that, from that time, she continued discharging her outward 

cargo until the 12th of August; three days after which time she was captured. 

From these papers it will be observed as very remarkable, that, whilst the Bill 
J. of Sale, the Provisional Passport, and the Muster-roll of crew are dated at 
Cadiz in January, TB37, the Manifest and Bill of Lading of the cargo, taken on 
board at the same plaoe, and the Log-books of the wjrage from that port to 
Gallinas, show tMIt it was not until 18 months aft«r the time pretended, that th^ 
Spanish schooner ** Feroz AfricanOp' took her departure for this coast, under the 
new nsrme of ''Diligente,'' and carrying a Portuguese flag. This fact is still 
more clearly established, by the admissions of the real owner of the vessel, and by 
^ the evidence which has been collected respecting her, and furnishes another proof 
^ of the shameless manner in which the Portuguese Consul-General, MlujhadQ, 
I prostitutes his office to the protection of an illicit trade. The object to be 

j answered in the present case by certifying that 'the sale of the " Ofigente" took 

I place on the 2nd of January, 1837, appears to have been to escape from the 

operation of the Portuguese Decree of the 1 6th of January, 1837; an#iteo deter- 
mined was Machado to lend the support of his official situation 45 forward this ^ 
fraudulent purpose, that he altogether overlooked the absurdity of declaring, that 
^ the captain and crew of the/' DiUgente,'' consisting of 38 persons, were hired and 
* shipped at Cadiz 18 months before their vessel left that port ; and that all the 
cargo which was taken on board during that long" interval, consisted only of 2000 
iron-pots (ajgreat article of trade on this coast) and 69, water-casks of different 
I meBforbalkist. 

■ '* The '* DiUgente^' appears to have received no papers whatever from the , 

» Costom-house at Cadiz ; but it is impossible to conceive that a vessel ^i her size* 

and appearance could have taken on board so large a number of water-casks, and 

,^ such a complete and extensive slave-trading equipment, as she brought out to the 

^ coast, without the knowledge and connivance both of the Spanish authorities ai4 of 

the Consular Agent of Portugal. And it is not to be wondered ai, that protection' ♦ 
should be openly afforded to contraband Slave Trade ia Cuba, wen such a dis-' * ^ 
% graceful example is held out by the moAer-country. ' ^ ^ 

It will be observed from Paper No. 4, that the '* Diligente*' was formerly the 
Spanish schooner *' Feroz Africano,'' and was ostensibly sold by her former owne? 
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and master, Miguel Bertinote^ to Don XSabrid Lepez^ '^ a merchant resident at 
Cadizy^ aiid the professcid agent of Franoiseo Cardazo -ile Mello, of St. Jaga dft* 
Praia. But passing \rq the purchaser at Cadiz, — ^who, it is to be hoped, wul not 
go unpuniehed, — ^we toH briefly starte what we know <A liie " D\iikgmAe^ wA of 
the former character and pursuits of Bertinote. 

The PbFtugueee brig " Paquete 4e KJabo J^erde*' was coodenmad^ liiis place, 
on the 2iid of Mttpch, 1B37, ^aaid reported Class A. 1837, pi^ 46. ThefMBier , 
histoiy of the iressel oip to that 4ate ^is nelated In the i^afiort vekrred t^ «Bd ^sfaMni 
thaitidthon^FnDaciaso^DardiiBode Mello bad been put leiiiwrpd^tfio^iifnei:, flie^SM 
9ea%ft]ie fffopertyrof the skve-trading firm of Pedw Martonds «iakd C»mfm)% €ir\ 
EbtTwaa. After (oondemnation, the ^'JPaqueke de Gabo Vetde*^ was ftuachaaed k§ 
Mar. Lake, a mercfauit of thiscc^ony, aad was subs^uently wld by fam to 4f%iidl 
Bertinote. She was then cleared out for Havana under the .same name, but under 
Spanish colouis^ and left this slace for her destination on the fi&*of Ajuil, 1837» 
arriving at Havana on the Idtn'of the following mon&. Ftma Hamoa ^die wm 
carried by JBertinote to Odd Spaiii, mnd was na^ated ss a S^ianish VMsel. .usder 
tiae name erf* *' JB^raz .Afrimna^' until iier pretended itcansfer at Cadiz to Ji^r 
&rmer nominal owner, I>e MeUo. 

Miguel Bertinote has 'frequently been befone tite Qports. Hk vsmtt apneais an 
the JM^ofHrolltxf theSpaHBsh luri^antine " €Jhrmtina,'' oondemned in me year 
1829. He was also Albster oi £e Spaniah brigantine '' (Memen^,^ dpe^perted 
Class A. 1835, page 27, and which wae condemned on the £9th of Nowmbec» 
1834. For about «ix mondis afkr that date JBertinote remained in tlus eekmy as 
&e.agent of Pedro Blanco, of the Gallinas; and on 4;he 2(>th'of Jhxm^ 18S&, ha 
cleared out for the Cape dS Verde Islands, lin the Spanish bri^antine ^'^Mtmuel^^ ^ 
whkh he had pintdiased at <this place. At Porto P»ia« in the Island of Si. Jag<t» 
Bertinote purchased Portuguese pi^^qr^ for his vessd, which he thenoefonnanl 
called '^ f^igilante,*^ and at the same time changed his own name to Mannelide 
Banros. Hie capture of the '' Vi^lamie"' brought him again b^ne us; ^nditf 
spite of the documentary proof found on board Jhis vessd, of his being m^ odMr 
nerson than Miguel Bertinote, and *althou^ from his previous long xeodenca' 
We; he was wdl known to every merchant in the odony, and to every person con- 
nected with the Cburts, he had the impudenoe to swear that '' 4bs name was Ma- 
noel de Barros ; that he was bom in Algarve, in Portugal ; t^s lived at St. Jago, 
Gape Verdes, for the last two yem^ and is not married; and tiaat he Itad nerer 
aerved Jtny £tate but Portugal." In the face of this scQenm deposition he iaHDO- 
diatefy afterwards resumed his true name of Miguel Bertinote, and ns such pur- 
chase the Portuguese b^ '' Pofuete de -Calo Ferde,"' and ^entered her oatvaods 
lor Havana .as a Spanish vessel, under the oommand 'of himself ae a Spaniah wA^ 
ject. His consequent ^ccmnexion with this vessel %b& been almady naenlioBad'; 
and even aftor she became the Portuguese brig '' JHUgetde^'' he has sebiU ^^tw^nm^ 
withlifir,lhavin^ taken out^ passport at Cadiz^ asa passenger bound to the OaUiaaa 
and Havana, atthough the ship's papers nunod the Cape de Verde Xslands a» ker 
destination. 

With a slaventrading character tbus strongly stamped on the '^ DUigeniB^' fajr 
her former employment, she was met within the Gallinas on iSt^b LSth •f Angaafc 
by Her Majesty's brig '' Brisk," lieutenant Arthur Kellett oommaxidii^^ and: 
detained "ior being engaged in, and equipped for, the Slave Trade.'' ThtmArA 
af liie Tsssel off the harbour was reported by the Manshal 0n the SSrd of Augiisf^ 
and on the 24th a prosecution was commenoed against her in the Bnttsh and 
Spanish Mixed Court of JFustice. It is evident, that the Captor could onfy obtwi 
the condemnation of his prize, t^Jcen as «he was without any slaves on boaad, fay 
setting laside the Portuguese <diaracter whddk the ^ Bi&genie'" claimed to betei^ 
to lier, and by fiadng upon her some other national character, whkh would enable 
"him to urge her confiscation on the ground of equipment for the Siave Traife^ 
The seatence gaven by ithe Commissioners in ^ late i^ase of the ^* €pp9isi^ae'* was 
evidently thid; on wiack the Ca^r rested his hopes of success* In tlSi^case, iiai^ 
erar> t^ residence *of ithe asserted Portuguese own^ was declared, both in die eidU 
den<% and in 1ii« ship's papers, to be at Havana; and it was mat necessaiy to tin 
aooaptaace nnd oondcoBiailkn of the ^' Ojp9»wic^^ 

earrectness «f her Aocuments, ^r to disprove the testiinony of the WfliwiffPit ^Slm 
vpns captu»d with slaving oqui{unent on board; iier owner ocmfecsedfy nsided«t 
Havana ; she was avowedly engaged in Spanish trade ; and^applynig to iheae^ate 
Ife principle, ''tha^ifaenttlaonalchuncter <Jnmenhant is *o te telcmli^ 
fia« of Jm resUenoe and lof M nramntile e^tel^sfaoM^ 
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afi hm Inntliv' ^^^ oonileiiined the '* Omosi^^* aar ak SpsDiBh ves^l for a violaibn ofi 
^ SpMEii^ bnr. In die* case itf the '' J^ffantei'' on tiie contrary, tiia papa»> pru^^ 
'^ iJBMnrd thr owner to be. a resident merchant of the Cape de Verde Idand)i« and 
the: ¥«srage t» be intended to end at. the same plaee. It was tiierefora incnmfteafc. 
«a ibe-Gaptor to prove the fsJaeboadof theseavermenti^ and to show thabtfae^owMcri^ 
sl^anA employment of die veaflel wepereaHy SmnBJL 

Ofttfae &lth o£ Angusti the dedamlion of the CisEptor, and hie affidaarit, authanli^ 
mimg, the " IHUgente's'* papers', wwe received ana filed; the usual' memtien wae^ 
poUidttd; the witnasBes in preparatory were ordered to be^j^rodQcedibr examim^ 
labn; and aeomnussion wasiaBued'to the* Sucveyors of the Court, to* inspect aocF 
lapnill upon the ntffanreof .the outfit and equipment of the^ detained veseel, particu*- 
WLy ^n regard to the Tenth .^iiele of the Spanish Treaty. 

Miguel Sierra, the Master, deposed ^ That he was bom at Coimbra, in Portunl^;- 
kaff lii^ at Cadiz: for tike last fifteen years ;: is a subject of Portugal^ and hae never 
nmcd-aiipelheratatkf; tiiat he waa iqipointed to die command of die detkanedf 
iwaaelv^and posaassBanofher was ffiven to him, at Cadiz, in June last, by Gabriel) 
Lopez, a resident of that city, and^ witness believes, a Portuguese subject; that 1». 
Sak Bern tha vessel these and then,, and does not know where she was built ; that 
ka was pseeentatthe time ofi capture ; thatthe vessel was sailing under Pbrtuguese^ 
colours at the time, and had no odiers ;. that the- vessel has never borne any other 
nanaardian '* DUigefde^" to witn^s's knowledge ; that she is about 200 tons- bur- 
then, and had a crew of thirty^fiiur or thirty-five men, all hirsd and shipped at 
Ciadicb^re witness joined' the vessel ; that neither he nor any of the officers- and^ 
marineia had any interestin die- vessel or her cargo ; that he was Mbster on board ; 
. diai tiiere; waar one jtaesenger, Miguel Bertinote by name, a Spaniard, a seaman by 
imfession, who^ IumI a passport fi-om Cadiz, but witness does not know on what 
buainesfifte came. to die coast;: that the said' Bertinote had no authority on boaid; 
or interest in the vessel or cargo ; that the last clearing port was Cadiz, where the* 
preseatrvoyage,. which was to end at Cape Verdes, commenced ; that the vessel pro- 
oecded cUoect fimn Cadiz to Gallinaa ; that the capturing vessel was firat seen in 
liie macfkdlinaa on the 15th of August^ and capture took place there and then, 
the vessel being at anchor ; that the owner of the vessel is Don Francisco Cardozo de 
Matte, a Portuguese by birth and allegiance, and a resident of St. J^ago, Cape Verdes ;. 
I duiAr witness does not know whether theref was any bill of sale to the aforesaid 
owner; tlmt he hae never se^i such a document; that he does not know to whom 
the' cargo belongs ; that he- was instructed by Lopez, the consignee of the vessel' at 
Cadiz^^^tOr dispose of the cargo at Gallinaa» and then totake the vessel to St. Jago, 
and delivmherup to De Mello;. that, witness believes the cargo, if restt)redi will, 
belong either to Iiiapes.or De^Mallo^ but he does not know to whieh of them ; that^ 
herkaowB nothing of die fiormer voyage of the vessel ; that thecal^ shipped on the 
preMst voyage waa staves Qn shakes), iron pets, and rioe ; that the cargo now on' 
boasdconHfiteof tobasco^ mm, and powder, proeiu^dat Gallinas in barter for the. 
naogQ'brou^it.from' Cadis^; that the papers found on board die vessel were and' are 
all true and fair ; diat no ^ave has been put or reoeivedon board at any dme during 
die praaBBfev^age, fbr thcpurpoae ofitfae traffic in slaves ; that there are-thirty-five 
or tmrtywsix pieces of plank of different lengths and thickness on board, not num- 
bened'.or fitted to any part of the vessel; but intended for necessary repairs ; that, 
diaie. are six or seven shaektes^ on. board, but they are intended fbr the*anchor and* 
rigging chains^ and for no other purpose ; that there are nine pipes and fourteen 
buxels on. board, butnoi capable of containing more water than would be requisite 
fordiecrew for three months ; that die pipes were filled with fresh water, the bar- 
relawidL salt water." 

EcanciscD Siorra, Mate of ihe detained vessel, and brother of the former witness, 
waa also examined on the same dity^ He depec^ '* That he first saw the '* Ditt* 
gente'' at Cadiz in June last ; that the crew of the vessel consisted of drirty-tsix. 
officers and marin^v, exclusive of the Master, who were all* hired and shipped at' 
Cadiz, and were all on board when witness joined the vessel in Jime last; that the 
iinsel was fourteen days discharging lier car^ at Gallinas^ before she was cap- 
tured ; that he knows nothing of any bill of sale, or the price of the said vessel/' 

III the n^mrt made by the Surv^xn-s respecting the '* DittgenU's*' equipment, 
diey state*— ^* We found the hatdies close, but there is an ^dition to the main- 
hatchway, both at the fore and- after part, which is evidently intended to be taken 
upa0io0ca«on might remiire, that part being more new, and the curtings intended 
apparandjr to unmip. \¥e found a large quantity of planks (about ISOO feet). 
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;and beai*, secreted liJider.)^ s^d Idiy the kelson, also a new beam, nailed on tlie 
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fora bulbftead in addition to the old one, and corresponding with a strong beSm ^ j gj^ 
ab!^ ij, the" 5)bip'sfiidi8g bong regularly nwked for receiving be^ns. We founfl **W^ 
sundry piei^^ of short ijood BOtWjed, and appartotly intended for cleats for la\^|# . i(.v 
the slave-deck. ^We found two double bolts and diackles. We found. bettWE 
2000 and SOW gallons .of ITater on boai^j a^s^ 7 large leaguers and 27 hogsfcerfs, ; . 

okpable of containing about 3000 gallons, a much greater quantity thaft requisite ^S 
Jlr a m€rchant vessdt oft her class. We founjj 35 mess kids or buckets, also a 
*" ouantfty of W9^^ spQ|p ^nd dishes, evidently intended for the \\^ of slaves. We 
•• K)iini tne'coppera of a verjr unusual size^/andjive consider ibfnji s^ciently "large tol 
" fllDTide food .for at least WO'peopfe. We found a'largr quantity of riqe, bean», 
**calavj^ce§, anjl farina, also an immoderate quantity of salt provisions secreted 
imdar the sa»d." " , , . . . ' * " . . 

Hie inonitioi^ issued op the 24tfauw^ returned on the 81 st of August, bearibg '- S '"' 
[ike ottrtificaie of the Marshal that it had lieen duly served ; and on'tbe same day a . ^ 
'petition, for the admission .of a claim, whipjijiad been granted on the 90tli, was . , 
filed in the Registry. ^^ . ^ 

. * Tiha45laim of Miguel §ierra, the Master of the ^^ Diligente,*^ was in the usual .'/K;*'!* 
•fqpm ; and was supported by an aflMa?it, in ^hich boih vessel an4 cargo ace sworn ^ ^^. 

to be the sole property of Frdncisco Cardozo de Mello. ^ ^ .,,j \ 

The examinalaon of witnesses on int^rogatori^s prepared \y^ the claimant's 
Proctor elicited no new facts of any importance. Miguel . Bertindle, Ae pas- ' 
r, deposed, " that he was present when the Portuguese Consul-GSneral at> j^.j 



4 






- & 



CiHa. signed the bill of sale amongst the ship's papers » that he inagine^ tlfe y«tt 

*' 1837" hjis been inserted in the bill of sale through the mistake 0( the clerk who 

^. wrote it; thajk the brig "Feroz Afncana" was much in'Tt^nt of repair when she • 

arrived at 'Caidiz> and witness sold her there, because he -did not ehoos&tb be at the 



>• 
^*^" 



^ 
4 



^ 



%t 



at Qajiz, aa|} witness sold her there, because he -did not cboosejb be a1 
expense of repaiiing her." ^^^ ^ 

The evideiice obtained by the Captor's Proctor from tiie Master and Matt of the 
'^ligente/' smi from Bertinote the passenger, was of more imfortsLW^i^JbiJA 

.owing tQ the^proiraeted illness of the last-named witness^ ^is examination oqfu]^ ^ 
not be feken'until the 28th ultimo. .| /^,* 

Hke Mastes deposed, *'That hft reason for beHeving Don Francisco, CJardozo* de -** ' . 
Mello to be* the owner of the vessel was^ his liaving been so inforq^bM by Don Jk;-j^ 
(^briel Lope^, the consignee at Cadiz;, that his. reason for stating, in, his.&est'^* 

^examination, that he did i»yt know w1k> w^as the owner of the eargo^'lmd for hdvii^ 
afterwards stated in his daim^ that De Mello was the sole 03fvner pf botji vesfidi-A^ 
cargo, was because, on further consideration, he had come to this conclusion ; that 
he 'cannot accouA for the vessM's papers being dated in January 1887, as he did 
not join Iter until the month of June, 1838, gix days before her sallingiromCadia^'; 

4hat witness received no paper or dibarttnce from the Spanish atttho^Rt aA j^f^liz ; » 
that nd boiid.was taken or mquired from witness at Cadia^eithei:«)j|'::0ie opan^ 
Custom-house or by the Portuguese Consul, that the leaguers shipped on.board"'' 
should be employed in lawful trade; thatl^ signature ''Miguel aem" to th^ 
Muster-roll Na# 3 is in witneni's handwriting, and was affixed by vnbiess three or* 
four days before he sailed from Cadiz ia. Jtee last ; thait witness mipposi|||tSbe^^|||e, ^ 
^ 5th of January, 1837,*' mnst be a nwtake, but vatness didnotcihsfiBeat tJie'lSlie 
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not consider those goods of si^ci^nt importaisce to reqoiire acccnuiilsi; litf|eJbi(niK>I^ 
himself responsible to Franeisco CaKdoso de Mello fortius mercantile^tran^^onfiu^ 

The Mate, Frattcisc<>»Cierra, deposed, '''Pi»t he was oaboard the **sCi%^n 
only three* days befofe she sailed nom Cadiz in June last; that tl}fl|feaSteyvhv 
Log-books Nos. 5 and 6 mention the dkeh^rging of the-#itvvard car^Mlihe ( 
.linas, and \f)t the shipment df the goods now on board, was owi^g toT^^athc^ 
which rendered if; difficult to ti|^e a partieulftr account of the articld^^peeived^ 
*that witness does not know froifi what -perscm in Gallinas the goods no^Jftfi b<wd' 
were received/' * ■*•'■ ^ ' >: 

Migini Bertinote, who wis thi»ughout a ihost umvilling vritness, de|H^^^'iS|j^at ': 
he was born in Cadiz, and liyes tnere; that lie residflB sometimes at Havana ;l«t 
he is a subject of Spain, and nevei;. serve*! anydfter State; thaflie left SieSa|^ 
' Leone in Afiril, 1837» in a vessel of his own, called the *f Paquete de Cab^ j^erde,'^ 
under Spanish colours, bound*^«biJB[avag|i ; tj^ the said vesMl iarriv^ at Havana in 
thejuiddle 6f May, 1837, and afterwards wej^| on a ^^^pigifoy^,t(i different 
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in Si)ain; that the seller'^g-^gj(tmy^ attached to tlie j^ 
5 ill his pwa. writing ;lliat ftie '^ Pa^ete St^a 
*' Feroz Afncano'^ andlttie "D/fi^ewf^," are one and the same %ssel, %hich was 
sold by witness to Don Gabrrel Lopez air Cadfe, aboat tfife 2W op^Sr^of J^ii^r^ 
1838; that the name of ''Terox Africano' \v^^ given ^ th# brig Av|Matn she ex- 
chaiitred her En '" ^ ^ '^ '^ 



Jr.t. 



i.»\ 




Snglisli papers for Spanish ones at Havana; that thg sai'd vessel had 
no other name or names between May, lS87 and Janimiy;1838; thatl'alfKotigB Ms 
passport from Cadiz was jfor Gallinal* and Havana, it was not intended that^he 
vessel in which he took ^s pa^tetgQ^ should. go\to Hfivdlia after leariag tlie 
GalHnas." ^ , • ' v^;^ - i ^ ^ ' ; 

When these examination^ l||d bee£F confiuded, a jojnf petition frpni the Prcfctera 
of the Captor and Claimant prayed a day \)f trial, which was. fixed for tBe'4ili ' 
instant, and then, by ^djourrinieit, for thd TSfli instant, on which, lattpr day the^ ^ 
judgment of the Court VFas proooun^d cli the case at\ greaflengtbf A cofiy of 
the judgment being annexed, it will not be necessary herento repealFall. the^ grounds . 
on which a sentence of condemnation tvas foqnded. Th« Portuguesfe papers of ;^ * 
Ihe vessel were set aside, on account of their evident And admitted falsehood ; her- 




_ jDrowns of Great Britain and Spaiti. 



^*^^u 



Sierr^Leone, October 12th, 1838^^; 



H,w. macaui#ay; 

R. DOHERtY. ' 



1 Second Enclosure iu No. 10. ' » ^ 

Wjudgment given in the case of the Spanish brig " Diligente," Miguel Sierra, t. 

Master. ^^ A ' > ^^ 

In the present case, and in two other corresponding cases, the Court has beto 
called upon l>y the Proctor for the Captors to affirm the principle, *' that the 
national character of a merchant is to be taken from the place of his residence, ^nd ^ 
of his mercantile establishment, and not from the place of his birth." 

That principle was first brought prominently under the notice of Her Majesty's 
Commissioners on the 10th of November 1834 (Class A 1834, page 56 and paj^e 
147) ; and it was acted upon by the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Com- *^ 
mission, in the " Incomprehensivel,'* (Class A 1837, 1st Series page 74), and by^the 
British and Spanish Mixed Conrt of Justice, in the late instance of the " Oppo.skao." 
The present case may, therefore, be looked upon as concluded by previous 
*^ecisions. It is however due, as an act of courtesy, to Claimants, who have how 
for the first time had an opportunity of contesting tlie justice of ^t,hose decision^ 
^^ particularly with regard to Spanish vessels ; and;<i^ is duQ».to the diligence and 
'** ability displayed by the Captor's Pi-octor, in Maintaining the cause of Ins clients, 
|{»that we should examine the question niore^clpsely than has been hitherto done. 
^ It is unnecessar}^, as it would be puerile at this time of day, to quote on such a 
•i subject the opinions of Grotius, Puffendorf, and Vattel, the most modern of whom 
*irrote at a time when the commerce of European states was yet in comparative 
infiiucy, and when the coiigm^rce of America, now so extensive, can scarcely be 
said to have had an-existence. It is sufficient, therefore, to remark, that the autho- 
rity of these writers, as fixr as it goes, is, if not directly confirmatory ot^ cei-tainly 
not opposed to, the now generally received interpretation of the law of nations, with 
respect to domicile and national character. ^ 

From these earlier authors we turn with pleasure to the judgments delivered in 

the High Court of Adniiralty by Sir William Scott; judgments extending over 

more than a quarter of a century, embracing a most eventful period of naval war- 

*fare, and by which the maritime law of nations, formerly so doubtful apd inconsis- 

. tent, has been moulded into a just and harmonious system. 

^ It has been urged by the claimant's proctor, that it is unfair in the opposing 
counsel to apply to seizures, made under a Treaty in time of peace, rules and pre- 
cedents drawn from the proceedings of Her Majesty's ships, and of commissioned 
^ cruizers, in time of war. We are far from being of the same opinion. The right 
te to search and detain the nun*chant vessels of a friendly ^Power, which, in time of 
^ w^ar, belongs to a belligerent by the law of nations, has been granted, by Portugal 
' and Spain,"in solemn treaties, in time of peace. And the analogy is so strong be- 
Class A.-^FuRTiiER Series. ^ D 
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"" , tween the case of .the neutral ve8s^4!|i|^t4Ps%Wh]sing .ws^, on^^uapwBiMi of mtit^9 
' interests being cj^ncemed in the ship^0c:.jBargo>; »nd the case of^ i^. iwsel^i 
Pbrtugnese, detaiipd under ^g^SIave Trade Tieaty. with Spftin, •oidie- « _ ^ 
she is^ really the mopert]^«i^pamards, attd employed in carrying en mirj»fj|f^ 
that Tfe tfakik a jfHlhincsftioi^is hatdly required, ht applying the* saooe priafl^pngi. 
circumfltt^ees so nearly si^iikr. In ^both easts a\.flag and pass are jErauchri|«id||pU 
assimied <tQ conceal the He^^^haracter of £ tif(|& which, if discovered wou^^ni^ to 
the ^coirfii^tion of the propeify emb^ked in it; tl^ same arts a]reresc^ftedte»^B 
J'bbth cas^ ; nominal transfers, are effected |i oiten of straw are substlttrtid ^riEedi 
owners ; false instructions an4 ft^lse log-books are manufactured ; falite mtlafai^-ndb 
and bills of sale are presente^tt and sworfi to a& tme ; and, the aeiileiiiQSB oi coutffel^ ..^ 
^and the impartial judgment of a Court, are equally required t0 detect itt fanlencv 
^ fraud. 

It will not, we are sure, be considered necesKary by th^ Jegal gentlipffnun^ tka^ jnr, 
.should point out all the cases (too numerous to ^mention) in whicb our Mariftoj^ ' 
•Courts have recognized the prineipje, " that Ithe national chamder &i a maicfaa&^. 
is to be taken from the plaq( of his residence, and of his n^ercantile estaA»)jiMaiientJ^ ^ 
We siball therefore content ourselves vidth quo^og (wo or three, oUst ^ the nfobsf 
" strong passage^ in which^ that principle is broadly makntained. " ^ 

, In the case of the '''/ndian Chief,'' 3, Robinseci, jk 18, Sir WilliaKi Scott, says : 
'^ No position is more established than thi^, that if a person goes Uito anmMgr if . 
country^ and engagjij in trade, an4 resides*ttjere.; he is, by thelaif^ of nations, to Iw 
considered as a merchant of that country," » ,* ,, * 

In the cas€^<jf the " MatchlesSy' 1. Haggard, p» 103, the .^^e leariipd and ex- 
cellent, judge, then Lord Stowell,, remarks : " It lias i)^en laid down-by accredited 
' writers on general law, ai^ uppu. ^^(Mftnds appourently no^nreasonable, t)iat if -a 
merchafnt exfmtriates himself as a^iacierchaftti to carfy oh the trade of another 
^countiy, exp^rtfng its produce, paying ks^taxcis, eniptoyin^ its r^^^" JT^'^PP^^M ." 
. hifi §pirit^his ipdiistry, and his capital jp HB^SFervice, he is to be deeni^ amesehax^ 
^ ofethat countiy." ' , :; .. .^^ :, ; .. 

In the Q^e of the "iVa»cy^'* tried in the Vice- Admiralty Court at Halifax, > 
•'-* '^wh/^ ^a* siDailar judgment was-* gjhaen, iit regard to the national character of the 
claimant. Dr. Crok^u- the l4parneq^ Judge of that Court, stated (see Stewart *s«Re- 
'^ DOTts,^^. 62), "^If Ik British-born siibject rfesides, and carries on his traffic, in a • ^ 
lomgn eotsatry, the British 3Erapire clerives no benefit whatever from his capital,j .-* 
* his labour, and^Ifib industry..' The profits all flow to the country of his domicile.. •'' 
The mere place^of his birtkis perfectly imA^terial. Every benefit wlaicli a country. • '"" 
4mxes froip a man, as a subject, d^epds^ upon the place of his residence." ^ *-' 

SHch is the general rule with regard to Ynercantile residence, and its eflfect on *■' *' 
national ^[i«racter. The rule, however, has^bee^ m^txEfied and iC^stricted yi. soma 
respects, and/ i|i some respeQ|t» it has even b.een «extended,^^ iWd^we> shall 4 
now pi^aceed. to, notice; one, and that* the principal,' circumstance, byrwhicb- ibis 
efieet of mere* residence is quafifiedk^nd^ restrakied, leading other minor circum- . 
stances and points^ of distinction to 1^ .^co^sidered, as they j^r^ent theniselvjtfyia 
^ each particular case- ^ - ' ,. . ,^ -*st .. "• 

It is to be observed, then,|^at the natioi^l character ^n^ay be deterq^^f^y the 
tttf^n^ton with which a jreside^cie is tak^m^p'and continued. For instai||p, ra%. - 
dence may be occasione4rby a dei^^ of en^iging in the trade of theceun'ti^/ or It) 
may be encountered, for the yuq)ose^f removing property from it, and of^uttiag|an**^^ 
' end to all conneetion with it; thus, an Englishin^.n, to who9i the shareof a.jp^'th^ ^ 
in a mercantile house in Aih^iaca has be^ left by will, might vis^rjlj^ .coipi^y, / ' > 
with the sole ohject 6f removing Jkhe properly of which he had bec6me'posse&ft<j;;-In i 
the former case, a oational character Vrqidd be acquired by volimtary resideuQ^but ^ 
no^in the latter case, wherer^esidence^lias been takei^ up oi^y fia^: a speciaFaml 
temporary purpose. In all suth cdse^, however, the diaimant is bou(j^ to show that 
there was a real animus revertendt on his paTt (See 1 Robinsj^, p. JOS^^^^The 
cftaimant '' must explain the circumstance&/)f j|^ residenoe ; the presumpti^n^isiag >• 
irom his residence'is, that he is there animo manendi : it lies on him ta.eKpt^in it:^,. 

It is further necessary that die clajjnant shoul44>ring, in aid of hisiassei'toi in- 
tention«of removing, some p|S>df that lurhad actually %ken nieasures to^wiljidravi^ .^ 
^" himself, and that some overt act with that obje#.had been performed {|^o Kd^Ur 
40O, p. 280 >. ''A mete intention to rempve^jji. never been ^id sufficieltt '^pH- 
out some overt act.^ Something more thajQf a mere verbal declaration, saodn^ solic^ ^■ 
fact, showing that dw party is ii^he act of .^ithdravHM, h^^s alw^tj^eeh heldi ^ 
necessary in sijch ca^es/' < ._ v^' |^ ^mt 

- ' ^ * . ' ^ ' ' ' w; ■ 
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f li^mil S0t 1^ difiiicult to ||ro^e, by a reference to nuniterows autboriticis, the effect t.^ 
4l^idi^tntasitio]i, thus asceitained and established, has always iieea alkm^d to have 
in detenwniiig National character ; tmt, as before, weSvill quote only two or three 
' ^'* flteUgg casfes which nnmediateiy occur to us, iix support of this vi^^w of the subject. 

In the case *f the ^^^ Diana' (5 Robindon, p. 60 — ^67), the property of 1^ 
-desariptions of persons was adjudicated by the Court; the property of .those, in * 
whMe favour an intendon of removiiig was establisiftd, being restored, whilst a 
dentence of condemnation wa^^iassed on the property of those by whom no feuch in- 
tention was manifested. > ^ ' * ' 

In tie case of ^ ^ Boeies Lust'' (5. Robinson, p. 247), Sir William Scott 
gays : — *' In #!e case of Mn Whkehcad, who had but ju3t set hi& fobt in. the colony 
of ah enemy for a few hours, btft.was proved to have gone there for the purpose of. 
Be*tling,id6 property was condemned, although, at tihe thne of adj'OiiBcatian, he had *" 
i^idn beccme a ftritish subject, by the surrender of the enemy's colony to the British 
f<m;es." The inference drawn from this decision by Sir William Scott himself, will 
be fontid in *the case of the ^' Diand^' (5 Robinson, p. 60), where it is laid down . 
ihdt short duration of residence, *' mere rfecency of establishment, would not avafl, 
if th^ interiticm of making a permanent residence was ifully fixed upon tlie party." 
IjQ the ca^se of ''Ijes Trtm Freres'' (Stewart's Reports, p. I),, a Frenchman, 
: , who hitdjbeen settled in America, was returning to France, but, having spoken an 
Anifencan iJrig, and been informed that war had been proclaimed between Engfemd 
and France, he altered his course^ and, in the, act of returniag .to America, was 
. eaftared by a Btitish cruizer. It was satisfactorily proved that the claimant had 
totally abaiMiwe4 lis intention of returning to France; and the -decision of the 
Court respecting the natioiial character of the claimant, that is, whetber he was to 
be deemed'^n American or a Frenchman, was made to I'est solely on the establish- ' 
metit qf this fact ; the Judge declaring (see .page 8) that it was altogether *' a 
ipialtioB <)f intentiOB." ' * "... 

-' We have been ai>le to med; with one, and only one qualification, to diminififti iuMvy ^^ 
^degree the fwweifulefieetof a bond fide istention and purpose, in ^^^mtning n«^ 
tional chatacAer. In the case of ijie *' Harmony^' 2 Ri^ineon, page 3^4, itts laid down 
by Shr William SJcott, that the rule, ^^ that a special pcopose shall wrt jBrx a dooriial, is 
ikot^ be tak«9i in an unqualified latitude, and witfacnit some reepect had to the time ^ 
^fhich 9ich a purpose may or shall occupy ; fetr if the putpose be of a .oatuxe 
. tisnt natt^ {p-obafaly, or does actually, deftain the persesi for « great kAigth of time, 
' I canned; but think a gesietxil residence might grow upoB the sp^ai purpose. . A 

f ^ special purpose may lead a man to a country, whiere it ishall dcStain liinEi Ibe whole **- * 

' i^'his life. A man comes, here to follow a laii^j^^t ; it m^y happ^ that it.sMf^ ^ 

last, as long as himself. Some suits are lamotLs in our judicial histories' for ' 
' '^ liaving; even outiived generations of ^suitors. I cannot but think that, against 
^ :: ^ such a lon^ rea^ence, the pHea of an original spetial purpose could not be a^n^. 
There is a time which will estop such' a p^a ; no riue can fix tbe lime Sjm^i ; 
-but^8iichfta4inie there imast be." ^ 

^ But even here, where the extreme <5a»e is supposed of an intention or special < 
- * ' purpose 'bqp^ eaitertained, wlj^h requires a i-esidence in a forei^ country, during ; 
t ' the orfiicauqi^period of a man's life, to procure its accomplishnaent; the obligatioti 

~-- ' of tiie ^^pneral rule can hardly be saad to be impaiiied by such a doubtful and 
indefinite qualification as this: "There is i time whi«b will egtop a plea of 
^ ; ./ special purpose, JVb rule 'oan fix the tigpe d priori; but suShi a. time there 

mw^be."-^ * " ' 

For aHj|iradt»^ purposes, then, it may 'he acknoEwiedged, as an -established rule 

^ of the law «f nations, that the national character of a merchant is to be taken from 

% •^he i^oCfOf^s resid^icQ; aad that wherever an. exemption from this rule w^ 

^aiiried, on "die gi-ound that residence has been taken up for temporary ptfrpoees, 

* and with an intention* d^ early and finai removal, it lies oji the claimant to prove 

• tlie tYii|h^Ciii;saseertidn. . ' 

* #t has been attempted i*y the Proctors to ^introduce a new qualification of this 

igenend rule.* Our attention has beeii directed to Class A, Second Series, 1 837, 

^ • , - Ijges"^ and 93^ and to Class B,^^e(^pnd 'Series, 1837, page 36, and more par- 

V 1p^^^♦ • l(c»larfy to* the ^(^lowing passage in a Despatch, ^iddressed by Lord Ealmer- 

♦ ' : *OB 4p Her 'Majesty's /'Commissioners at Rio'*de Janeiro oit- the 3CM:h of 

i^ * Apm'Iast: "I have* now to instruct you, that " ^ssels* owijed by Brazilian 

«ubyects, or by Portuguese subjects Fesiden^jjp; Brazil, and which shall be found 

, ^vs carrying i^ves for sale fiomW^frica to Brazil" may, notwithi?fcanding that they are 

. " ^.<^ ... :-^' V ^ - J^ .,y- . D 2 
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sailTtig under the Portuguese flag, be properly brought before the Court of whioU " 
"you are members, and naay be condemned by that Court under the Treaty of ^tU^t 
23rd of November^ 1826, b^ween Great Britain and Brazil, for the suppres^f 
of the slave trade ; unless sucb vessels sltftU have been built in a port belongJififg to 
the doflfiinions of'Portu^l, or shall have'borne the flag of Portugal, and tio^E^er, 
. before the'lfesue of the Decree of the 16th January, life? ; or unless they sl^ be 
steam-boats purchased vw^n three years of«the date of the Decree, and beloi^ng 
to Portuguese subjects, and navigated accordipg to the laws of Portugal.** ^ *r*v- 
Referring iorthese instructions,^ the Captor's Proctor has argued, that no vessel 
can be admitted by this Court to possess a Portugufese n;itlli)nal character,- whieh 
^shair ha;v« Eofne any other flag than that*of Portugal previous *to the 16th of ' 
' January,' 1837. ^ : '•,.*". ^ '■- . 

^Anotheif afg^umenf, iiot quite so favourable to Captors, has been drawn from ■ .? 
the same gmircefby the Clainiant's Proctor. It is that no vessel engaged ih* - ; 
^. Spanish ^aye Trade can be condemned as a Spanish vessel, if she ha^ b^e 
-the flag of Portugal^ and no* other, from the date of her constructiofi ina PcJmi- 
guese port, * . . j^ ' ^'H 

^ jC!onsfe(juences the most disastrous might arise to captors from an errcmeolis 
vievr of this matter. It is, therefore, of great importance that, we should at oE*e 
state, that we d^ not assent to the position of either of the learned gpdiJemen. . 
We approach the subject with' great diffidence, as it may be thou^m that^Ier * 
Majesty's Governiaent has expressed, a diflferent opinion f5rdm thal^whicfc we 
edtertnin ; and we might excuse ourselves from entering uf>on the disqissidh- 
"at all, on the ground that the principle, " which it is now sought to 'Bpgjy to 

Vfessels brought before the Briflsh and, Spanish Mixed CouA of' Justice, '*was ' 
\ laid^down bv Her Maj^ty's Government with reference only to vessels l>roUght 
Tttefolre the iBrhash and Bmzilian Court of Mixed Comtnissibn ; and that it^an 
i .hate^^no necessj^ry orjiipportaitf influence' on the decision in thiscaae;/ feat t^ 
' wiU not shrink on sutli grounds from noticing the subject, more particula^ a# it ,..|^ 
has h^en mooted by one, whose advice, deservedly esteemed, is known to hav§ ' J^^ 
. great influence.on the proceedings of Her Majesty's squadron, employed bh this ^!^?. 

^; coast in the ^iippresdon of the sla\^ trade. ' .- "^ 

?; ' We crfhnot admit: the correctness of the argument drawn from th^» passag^ by^, 
J, the €feptor^s Proctor, namely, that the Brazilian or Spanish constructioii o&a 
** vcflssel, and the Brazilian or Sp^ish flag whidi, in consequence of sucn construe-^ 
tign, she njtu* at one time have carried, shall, at any subsequent period, wheK the 
f^ sam^ vessel has become Portuguese by a ba^d.Jide transfer, exclude her, under HMT 
circumstances, from the beniifit of a character, whieh she has acquired and possesses Jfi^ 
un^Jer the sanction of her own" goverfiment. But we have still greater difficiJlty* 
'in thinking with the Proctor for the claimant, that it could have been intended,, 
that the single fhct of Portuguefe construction, and the having borne the >iiag of. ^ 
Portugal, and no other, shall avail to protect from ^pture, under the Brazijfan o/ -v 
^'' Spamsli Treaty, a^vessel 'upon which a Brazilian or Spanish national c%pfacter^has\;^ 
been de^rly;affixefil by domicile and employment, * **r ^ 

'But, taking those passages with their context, we can oiily\inderstandBlheni:t<J^*v 
lEtean that. wnCre there is some doubt atitd uncertainty as to residtoce, and a^ to t!ie '*' 
national character of the persons and interests^ involved in a slaving w)yage ;;\jmd '^ 
where it is at the same time cleaiiy proVed, ' that tbc'Tefesel engaged In sucfc a* 
voyage haj|^been transferred from a flag which will not^ to one ^hich will,^|p)tect 'if 
her in h^ illegal Ji^rsu^ts; from the flag of Spain, for 5ibstai^,iito'^at of 
Portugal ; the fair and Teasonable presumption is, that her trahsfera^iias been' ^ 
fraudulent; and, to m&ke tieie of «n expressioii of Sir William Scott on a similar ;>, .. 
occasion (4 Robinson, p. 119^ : — ^ This circumstanoe operates, in s^h a casefto 'ig 
fill lip the totality of all that is required to constitirte a Spanish charaoltt." f^rfBT ^^fe^" 
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■ we'toust believe to be the scope and n^ning of the passflgQs referred to; 

When a Spanish character can be pos^vely flxed on a merd|2mt andjfe ^i vesseL ^ ^ 
i%he place where that vessel may have been built tweijly years ^»efw?e, an#Cne fljgs '^'^ 
which she may have carried in the internfediate period, are malted of sMght o* 
rather of no imp<irtance. The vessel may hafe beert built in^ortugak he^wner . * 
- na|y have been a Portuguese subject: sheihay have borne the flaffef iRrtugal, aiid^^ 
no other, from the dav of heJE^beingMtiunched ; and sl^jSmay be^sa^log^jm the d^ 
||L .of her ca|ftfcrre, widef^he otiginal-l-ogister irhich she recei^Sfed from tiMPWtuguese 
^^ Minister of Mame^ and we shall lievertheless deem her,"]fcr all commercial; f>ur- 
TQ)oses, a SpaMsffVesseli or there is no soundnei^djin the urine jple,that''i|ational 
"^ehwsftger shalf W &ced by the ^miftil of tMS^j|fhant. ■%■ ^y.*-^ 1» ^ "^ ^ 

* ^ * '' • ■ pif -. - ^% 



% 



^' » 



.■fDigitized b^tjOOgt^ 






I- 



*-,Sivt 



SIERRA LEONE. (%i».) 



21 



* 

'. 



V ^ 



We cannot, however, so easily take leave of tWs question, whic^ has been moffced 
MW for the first time in this Court, and from whicn it is likely that' much future 
'jfiffieultji^iiiay arise. We shall, therefore, proceed to adduce siv^h authorities and 
, arguments^ as appear to us to siqppiMrt and jitwtify the opinion which we have 
expressed; 
^ In, the case of the '• President J' (5 Robinson, p. 27^,; that vessel, owned by aji 

Ainjorkan mendiant, resident at theCafe of Good Hope, during the time that the Cape 
was possessed by Holland, was pronounced to be a Dutch ship, tnd was condemned 
accordingly ; although, as Sir William Scott states, " she was purchased by the 
claimant of an American owner, and still* continued t6 be documented as an 
American vei«tel,l' and does not appear to have previously borne any^ther flag than 
^ '/ lliat of America. The claimant, Elmslie, wag also pronounced to be a Dutchman, 
"^ although the c(»nmercial regulations of America permitted lum, under the circum- * 

^Stances, to retain his American charaqlev; Sir William Scott observing, with 
reference to the argument urged in the claimant's favour " on tfiis ground : • 
" The American • Government nas undoubtedly a perfect right to grant such a,^" 
privilege for the purposes of their own navigation ; at the same^ time tfcat this ; 
■- country is also at liberty to a)>plyf what we consider as the more corrq^t principle 

ofcthe law of nations,, so far as thiixi parties are concerned." 

., So also in the case of " Le Louis!' (2 Dodson,* p. 217,) Sir Williarfi Scott 

■': \ ■ ?l'' states: — ^ The right of 'searching French, ships could n<jt"be claimed but in vfitue 

^' ^^iSS? '*^^ express agreement. Even if it should be expressly stipulated in a TrejBity between 

*» Great Britain and France, that France would no longer permit this trade to its 

••■?; subjects, no right of -seizure and confiscation would thereby vsht to iho: British 

.,*. nation." 

^■r : Again at p. 232: — ^* But what is the delictum here? It is said : if not an, 

' offence against the law of nations, it is an offence against the internal laws of 
#rtece ; out tre the municipal laws of one country armed with authority to notice 
offences against the internal laws of another country ? How. can the French law 
give Jurismotion to an English Court sitting at Sierra Leone ?" 

M^ true that use cannot be considered either as a Municipal or as an English 
Court ; but the principle laid down is equally applicable to us. It is, tkat po^ by 
the express stipulations of a Treaty can any Court be " armed with attbhori|jr tp 
■ ' notice offences aggainst the internal Jaws of another country." In this case, 
t . there is no article in the Treaty by which we are armed with authority to. take. 
r cognizance of the build and transfer of Portuguese ships; or to derive' a ve^el, 
^' ||«aUing under a Portuguese flag andjpass, of her Portagu^se character, soldfy on , •" 
^ account of her foreign construction. On the contrary, the Treaty is directly *'- 
J opposed to the exercise of such an authority, and declares (see Article 6 of the 
^Instructions,) -"^ that the Portuguese or Foreign construction of a vessel shatt in 
no^mse c^ect her nationality." In the face, howeve^jf, of such a prohibition, we 
^ are-reouested to pronounce,-— that the Portugue^ or Foreign construction of a vessel, 
-Ofiteiisib^^PdrtiiguQse, shall h^ the Boh^tes\ qf her )jj|lionality ; foirsuch is the 
necessary result of the argument,. that vessels owned by Braz^l^^ subjects ox by ... 
' Portuguese sitbjefl:fe*resident in Brazil, and carrying slaves Jrom Africa to Brazil, 
j^^^imot be condemned as Brazilian vess^, if they have been built in a port belqng- •, 
EJhII iog to the doraanions of Portugal. " * -^ 

^^' ^It may be jirged, that this article of ttie Treaty i»jrirtually abrogated by the^rtolSl 
^boifeion of rortuguese Slave'Trjjde. We might reply, that the abolition ^on the 
part of Portujgal can affect only her own subjects ; and that no additional powers 
live acenuid thereby "to Great Britain; as it is 'fcertwi that Slave Trade to any 
ttept n^y still be carried pa by Portuguese vessels sou^ of the Liiie wtth perfect 
Spunity, so far ae British cruizers are concerned, who enjoy at the present diy' 
'•more B^t tgt seiie " such vessels in southern latitudes, than thev diajvl^en that 
Iffic waSpermitted byihePortuguesoJlaw. We inight also reply,thatthe jnte^tioor 
^tb^ cOBitractinff parties, with regainl to the effect which Portuguese or foreign 
fc|j ;jifcnstrcfetion should have or^ the nationality of a vessel, was, at ady rate; opsitivdy ' 
^ ^4t^Hi in this article ;• and that nothing but an additional article, or equally formal 

tipulijlf on, would liithorise us to act in direct contradiction *to a declared intention, , 
hich wiTnot adipit of question or mistake." • ^. < 

[e take a higher ground, and maintairi that, had there bi^h no declaration 
/, " thal'tlie Pqrt\iguese or Foreign cohstrual|on of a vessel shall in 
I Hfcwise"affecClts nationality," tnose who aiae appointed \o adminis^r that Treaty - 
roiild still have been jinable, in the absence of. an^opppsing " decWation, to adopt ' 
m^^ f|P^ I^iqlif^i thfli th^pott-Avhere a vesMfcmajr have been built, aiw the flg 
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* she mat Have carried, shall protect heFi*i*0Qi.th6 op^fiatk>n of tiie ^neral rale, that 
the national character of Jkhe vessel must be determinfed by the residence and trMte 
of her owner. 

With regard to the practice of the Court, and the instructions af Her Mttjesty's 
Government, we will quote a few passages from the printed correspondence, shew* 
ing that it has always been desired, that Her Majesty's CommiHsiawers dkouM 
strictly confine themselves to the Treaties. See Class B, 1^3, 1823, pp. S5 and 
36, where the Commissioners were seriously warned by Mr. Canning tfeat ** on no * 
other grounds than on those stated in the Treaty," could a decisi«D be given by 
them ; thajt they should not "^ beyond the termsi^of the Treaty," that i* " was 
their particular duty to decide conscientiously according to the TreAty, and to rely 
on the wisdom of the Jegislatui-e to provide a remedy for the.inconvenienoe whidi 
' might result therefrom j" and he adds, " I have expressed myself thus plainly upon^ 
the subject, lesrt the difficulties of your situation should lead you to do liiat ^which** 
^ is not pursuant to the Treaty and the Act of Parliament, under which "jDur arfe ' , 

*, appointed."' 

At Glass A, 1835„p. 315, Lord Palmerston writ^ to Her Majesty's Commis^ 
sioners at. Rio ^ Janeiro ; — . -^ j^' 

" It is right, however, and necessary, that I should take this occasion to warn 
you, that your only safe and proper course is, to abide most strictly by the Treaty - ^, 
between Great Britain and Brazil, of .the 23rd of November, 1886; and thfe 
previous Treaty and Convention, and additional Articles therein mentioiied, between' 
Great Britain and Portugal, aiid the Regulations and Instructions.ABnexed thereto; '^ 
under which documents alone, together with the Acts of Parliament for carrying 
them into effect, you are authorised to act 4 syid you vpill understand that, in future 
cases which may come before you> you are not in any instance, or under any cir- 
^ cumstances, to deviate, in the least degree, from the directions laid down for yotxr 
guidance in the documents above-mentioned." -^ 

At Class A, 1837, 2nd Series, p. 89, Lord Palmerston thus again addresses 
Her Majesty's Commissioners at Rio, within twelve days from the date of his 
Lordship's despatch (at p. 92), which has given rise to this discussion :— • " / . 

^' You will bear in mind that in yoi{r Commission, and in the conventions wifk 
Portugal, confirmed by the convention with Brazil, under which documents the 
power is given to you ^of adjudicating slave-vessels, you are enjained to conform to > ^* 

those conventions, to their several unnexes, and to the Acts o£ Parliament, wMch 
hai^e been, passed to carry those conventions, and their anne^^s into effect. Those 
conventions, together with 4;he legislative en^^ctmehts which have been jpassdl widiv 

• regard to them, supersede the previous laws, both^of Great Britain and Bsazil, on ^ ^ • 
those matters which belo^ to the execution of those conventions. ^ H^e ie^ity of " * \,,' 
the proceedings of the Mixed Commission does not, therefore, pn>perly%epend ,. /'""■ 

. "* upota the* conformity of such, proceedings with the general law of Srasra}^ btrt pro-*^ . ^ ^ 
perly upon their conformity with the conventions under which your powto *^*^v. ' ^ 
given." "^ ' - * . . "* •;•»;% 

^ The reasonableness of these injunctions, and the danger of going beyond tBe* ** "^ ^ 

terms 'of the Treati^s„in the attempt to render our decisions to€aiformable:«to the 
•. comnaercial laws of a.ny particular state, are fully exemplified in ^le presecft case. , *^''*.* 
in an JEnglish^.and probably an imperfect tran^ation of the Second Article of e '*> 

\ the Portuguese Decree of the 16th of January, 1837, Class B, 2nd Series; 1837, 
-* p. 37, the following words occur — " Only those vessels shall be considered Portu- ' -'>i - i*^ 
guese which haVe been navigating under the Port^uese flag until the publication* • . - *h • 
of this" Decree." ' '- '' — ' ■' ; ' 

It is difficult to say what is the precise meaning of the wotd " until," h$ used ifa, 
^Ms passage; and we shall find that it has been understood -by the Portuguese • 1 

authorities in a sense totally different from that wtiich appears to have be^^ affixe^/ ♦ ^ 
>io- it by Her Majesty's Government . - . *^ S 

In the circular ■addre§tsed by the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, the Minister S[ \ 
' ,^ Fcreign^Affairs at Lisbon, to the Portuguese ConfsuJa stationed at Brazilian portf^ 
that Minister explains the pass^gQ to mean, " that such vessels onlynvould be con- \ 
'■ sidered Portuguese tzs were already under the Portuguese flag o< th^ (ifite^of that 
Decree'-^that^is, on the 16th of January, 1837. ' . - 

• -^ I^ie British G^ernment, on the other hand. Class A,«nd Series, 1836, p. ^, 

'A ^^^^^^^^y "l^atbjtthe Pi)rtuguese Decree, the only vessels yvhich are to :bb con^- •"* 

^ 4P^sidered P3ii;\jg.uese are those which had been navigated under the Pftrtuguese^flSfe ^, ^ ^. 
^be/ore (I^ date, of 4hM Decreed, or which shall have bOrne^the flag of Portugal^ * 
£and ^ ^^r, H^are thyssue of the Decree of th§ I6tk Jqinuaiy; 1837: * . ' ' ^,j^ 
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TImis tlie B^rtugume MiaiMer eansMers the Deoi^ee not to have a retrospective 
6ieG#5 aad will ackjQowle^e any yesi^l, which w^s under the Poii:ug\ie9e nag on 
the IGth of Jarmaryy 1887, and which has not subsequently changed her flag, as a 
Imdfide Portu^Mse vessel, without reference to the fl^g oi: flags wlflph ^le may' 
hasve carried prior t© the mcmth of January, 1837; \v£ereas Her Majesty^ Go- - 
venunent appear tcK consider that the Decree has a retrospective effi^t ; ami tKit 
no vessel can b# deemed to possess a hona jffd?e Portuguese character, which hajs at 
any lime, before ^hedsgue oithe Decree of the 16th of January, . 1837, borne #«y 
otheri'Aag than^hat oi Portugal. ' * \ , . . 

We cftDHGt presui^e to give anjf opinion as to which of thes6 two interpretations 
of the Decree is the correct pne, nor does tho* apparent difference between them 
. pi%ce any diftcuify iq, the way of Her Majesty's Commissioner^^, as would haye^ , 
been the case if those conHieting interpretations had referi-q* to an article of the" ' 
. Treaty, rasiead of referring to an article of the PortugOese cjommerdal cade, with* , 
idiich viie n«aintain. the Commissioners acting under the Treaties can ha^e nothing 
wjhatever to do. • ' ., 

Jt always has been, and we are sure that it always will be,, tlie* practice, *&^ it is. ^ - ' 
*the duty, of. Her Majesty's Cpimnissioners to treat with attention and respect the * j^'.^ 
iq^ruotions of Her Majesty's Government. On doubtful points, and wHere contra- 
il dictory clauses in the Treaty involve in obscurity the real objects oi tHe iigh 
contr&cting parties, such instruetions Site cojtelusive, as expresmg the ptisitive • 
intenticMi of one party to the Treaty^ not opposed by the declared intention of the 
otli^r. In this caae, liowever^ uo ambig^hy or eontradiction has to be explained ; 
and if the Treaty cannot be considered to contain a dear and e;tpress directi^nf 
that the construction of ia. vessel shall in nowise affeot 4ier nationality, it ooataios ' ' 
nothing wjiatever on the subject of the eonstructipn. ' ^- 

Let us now reflect, for one moment, on the probable consequences of admitting 
that a vea^, owned by Brazilian subjects, or by Portuguese subjects resident in 

• Brazil, and employed in the transport of slaver from Anrica to Brazil, cannot be 
adjudicated ;by us as a Brazilian vessel, if she have always been navigated under ^\ 

^ the flag smd pass of Po«kugai. ^ - " '^ 

For any thing thaft wa know to the oontiary, the commer^it*! mdn* of ^ni\hi^ * - 

, Holland, and Bra»l may, at the present instant,' confine, in like mahneir, the bene- "^ * • 
fits of*a Spanish, Dutch, and Brazilian national character to.sudhi vessels as shiall '■> 

bave- been huilt in Spanish, Dutch^ and Brazilian portis, and borne tlie flags of - t 
Spain, Hollands ^nd Brazil, and no others^ from tha date of their construction. ; 
It^wouM follow/ then, if we are to adopt the principle now recommended to us, 
that no* Portuguese, Spanish,. Dotch, or Brazilian lessel, which has ever, during* \ 
any period of he^ hfctory, changed her flag, even in consequence of a bondftde saje ^ . 
and'trajisfer to a foreign merchant, could be adjudicated hy any of the courts oT 
Mixed Commiswon, appointed to carry into effect the Treaties' for the sup^ressidn ^ ,, 
of the Slave Trade, / • ."•,»'•• 

. It is a fact well known to aU who have any experience in omr Courts, that at ' ^ 
least three-fourths of the* vessels tmder thie Portuguese flag, now employed ipthe 
Slsve Trade of Cuba, have been built in tHe ports^f the United States,mnd have 
^ergfore necessarily,, in the first instance, carrfed the American flagi When ^iiese ^ ' 
♦es^^, then, are captured with slaves on board, are we to tdd the Captors that we T:^ 

' cannot admit them into the British and IPortuguese^^Court of Mixed^ Commission ; 

' that we oannot acknowledge them as Portuguese vessels, because a Portuguese 
livw has lately d^lared that, only sudi vessels are to be considered Portuguesi^ as 
^ "shall have borne the flag of Portugal^ and no otter, before the issue of the ^ ^ 
.Deci^bfthe 16th of January, 1837?" ' \ '* > 

; . And if Pwtugal, may thus be .entitled, 1^ fhe simple p\iblt^ation at Lisbon of a 
Golnmeroial Decree*, to set aside a, solemnly ratified Treaty, which was extorted '' 
from her Jn the first fustance with ^eat difficulty, and which she has ever since " 
attempted, by every other means, to nuHify and evade, Spain will "^.not long delay . 
to imitate hor ^LXiample, and to adopt similar rateans to escape from t^e galling and 

^ dbnoKio^ restrictions onjief Ihvonrite trade, , •' ., • , * --• 

'^ ' Such are some of the reaiSons, which have preTenteAbiir acknowledging the au- ^ ... * 

/ 'tfcoritytind importance of the fcite Portuguese Decree, so fistr as we are concerned; ^ 
and from^th^ most attentive consideration whidi we have been able to give to the 
subject, 4ve are fully persuadftd, that neither our Commissions from the prown, ^ ^ 
nor the.British Acts of Parliament,- nor tlie^lave TradeTreaties, nor the fftrmer prac- 

• ttee of ^ Courts, nor the'more recent instructions of JHer Majesty's Govej;nme«*; nor 
the ik)lemn oalfc, which we are^required^o take before we ^ani^ntertippn the dufies 
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of mir office, wilf pehnit us totratel beyond the ^ipulatioiis of the Treafties Whidi 
we are appointed to carry into effect, or to model jmd taiy our deFcisioftSi in ac- 
cordance with the. shifting legielatibn of any of the Powers, who have entered into 
Treaties with us, on th^e subject of Slave Trade. Those Powers are in all respects 
concluded l}y tlie Ti-eatiefe which they have signed ; and no municipal law. or in- 
ternal regulation of theirs can in any degi*ee affect the rights which such Treaties 
have conferred upon Gneat Britain ; andif the domestic laws of Spain, Portugal, 
Holland, and Brazil cannot restrict, so neither can they extend, the right possessed 
by the criiizcfff df OTr^atfon ttj search and detain, and of the Judges of lihis Court 

' to 'adjudicate, vessels suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade ; biit If it shall 
be deemed necessary to lessen or -increase the powers now enjoyed under the 
Treaties, they floijst be lessened or increased by a«ditional articles, or by formal 
stipulations, liaving all the force and effect of the original Treaties. 

, yVe shall content ourselves for the present, with this general statement of .'the* 
vievts entertained by the Commissioners with regard to national character, as im-* 

*•' pressed by residence and mercantile employment; reserving all further .rejnaria, 
.on the subject for another opportunity, which will shortly occur. 

It is iiow^our duty to apply the principles which have been laid dowti^ to the* 
-case before us ; and in doing so, we shall exactly follow the^^ourse^ pursued in the* 
very similar case of the "i^oy^Mwa." J. Dodson, page 81, 

Sir William Scott there observes : the first great question, of fact is, what is the 
national chai^acter of this vessel? The secoad question Is, was^this vessel exn-' 
ployed in a traffic which would subject her to confiscation ? The result of thejia- 
qairy is likewise in both cases the same^; the " i^oriwna" was deprived pf the, pro- 
« teetkm 6£ the Portuguese flag, under which she was captured, fin the ground that" 
(pageSQ) "^* wliaterer papers were obtained "from the Portuguese Government,- 
-vr^re fraudulently obtainea, and under, fiilse pretences of a transfer, which had* 
never taken place, and which could not, with the aid of Portuguese documents., 
so obtained, entitle this vessel to any recognition of a Portuguese character. She 
continues still an American vessel." :. . . , 

. So; in like nmnner, we .consider that the ** DiUgente' still continues a,3pfinish .; 
vessel,-, inasmuch ,as the only :documents. which are produced to prove her ^ transfer 

' from the Spanish to th§ Portuguese flag are acknowledged by the claimants ij^egsir 

. selves to be fraudulent, not indeed obtained from the Portuguese authoritiesninder* 

- false pretences^, but granted with a full knowledge of the fraud which: they were- 
intepded to cover. * . *♦ 

. . * These documents therefore being set aside, the ^^Di%^nte" nec*esi^rily:^ftqjiB* 
before us in her former chara^^ter ; and we have only to cpnsider whether^ iby em- 
ployment in the Slave Trade,' she is. brought within reach of.jthe'^ tenth article of 
t^te Spanish Treaty of the 28th of June, 183.5., v - . 

The Report of the surveyor^ appointed to examine the e^quipment of the:'* Dili^ 
g'^<e".B}iows that " the construction and furniture of the ship'had all the accom- 
modations necessary for the conduct of the Slave Trade ;" and we shall ,nd\v; jjasi ., 
sentence upon her in the very words employed By .Sir Willism Scott in the case 
referred^ to. By'one at least of- the papers, " it is disclosed that she was to ^6 to . 
* the*Havana, tlfe great mart for the importation of negroes. -WJiei^ we see *he», 
platforms constructetl, and ah apparatus fijur the construction of mo^ ; these irons 
collected togfrtjier ; the nature of the provisions oa |)oar5 ; the fraudulent sade, and 
the frftjid^dent acquisition of th^ Portuguese character under itj the false pretences 
wliichhave travelled vriththjg.citse throughout, the particulars of which jve do no^ 

\: derail, after the ample statemente whicn have been given'by the Advocate fcjf the 
Qp-ptors jswe can hav.e no ratk)nal doubt of, her real character, and we therefore, con- 
demn her and her c^go. . , . - * 

Sierra iJeme, October I2tki 1838. 



; ^ ' , ^ ..No. 11. 

"* J Her Majesty's Commh^omrs to Vis4ioUktJ^lnierstm.r-:iR^ceived April 1/1839.) 
, MtLoi?d, ■ •. Sierra Leone, Oclober<im,ldaB. 

< ' • 

* We have the honour* to acknowledge the' receipt this day of a duplicate of 
' yotrt^,Lordship*s' ITespatch under date-of Ihe '20th of January,"* 18S8, (the original 
- having raiscarriedO trfiinsmittingthe copy of a fiepprt Sv<m H6r IMajesty's Com-. 
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mioskmers at Hayana> of the anivab at^ and departures fromA Havana* of slave 
vessels* during the month of October, 1837. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 



The Right Han. Viscount Palmerstan, G.C.B. 
Sfc. £fc. ^. 



R. DOHERTY; 



No. 12. 

Her Majesty s Commissioners to Viscount Pcdmerston. — (Received April \, 1839.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, 5th December, 1838« 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's De- 
spatch of the 8th of October, 1838, transmitting to us copies of two Despatches 
from Her Majesty's Commissioners at Havana, giving an account of the slave 
vessels, which had left that port for the coast of Africa, in the months of February, 
March, April, May, and June, of the present year. 

We are much obliged to your Lordship for this communication. We beg leave^ 
at the same time, respectfiiUy to suggest to your Lordship that, to render the in- 
ibrmation contained In these lists moi^e valuable and complete, the names of the 
makers commanding the difibrent vessels should, as formerly, be attached to each 
vessel. There are some names so commonly borne by ships of this class, that it is ' 
only by having also the names of their Masters, that we can distioguish • ons 
vessel from another. In the short list contained in Mr. Kennedy's- Despatch, of 
the 17th of July, 1838, we meet with ttao vessels called " Constitugao,*' and tma 
called '* Vietoria;'' and at Sierra Leone, during the present year, two -different 
vessels have been adjudicated bearing the name of " Camoens^' two named '* Ve^ 
loz^^' two named '* Prova,*' <tro named '' DiligentCy'' and two named " Constitu^o.'* 
Under sueh circumstances it is evident, that it would be difficult to trace the pro- 
ceedings of any particular vessel, without knowing the name of the person who 
commanded her. 

^^/"o have ^^c 
(Signed) ' * H. W. MACAULAY. 



The Right Hon.'Viscount Palmerston, G.CB. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



R. DOHERTY. 



No. 13. 
Viscount Palmerston to Her Mcijesty's Conmissiohers. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, Apriild, 18^9. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a Despatch 
from Her Majesty's Commissioners at the Havana, containing a report of vessels 
that had arrived at that place from the coast of Africa during the month bf January 
last; together with a Report of such vessels as have sailed from the Havana "^for 
Africa during the same period.' * 

I have 8c.c 
Her Majesty's Commusimers, (Signed) PALMERSTON, 

8fc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 13. 

Havana Commissioners, February 20, 1839. 
(See No. 40, p. 118.) 
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No. 14. ir 

Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Pahnerston. — (Retched April2l, 1839.) 

My holm. Sierra Leone, December 22, 1838. 

We have the honour to forward to your Lordship our report of the case of 
the schooner ** Sirse,'' Serafin Antonio Spenser, Master, captured by Her Majesty's 
brigantine '' Buzzard/' on the 17th ultimo, about sixty miles to the southward of 
this place, and condemned yesterday in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of 
Justice, as a Spanish vessel equipped for the Slave Trade, m contravention of the 
Tenth Artfele of the Treaty. We beg leave also to enclose a copy of the judgment 
pronounced in the case, and anxiously hope, that the course which we have now 
pursued will meet with your Lordship's approval. 

At the "^e of her detention the " Sirse'' was sailing under the Portuguese MsLg ; 
but she was prosecuted in the British and SpaniA Mixed Court of Justice, o^^e 
assumption that the domicile of her real owner, and her employment in Cuba Slave 
Trade, ha<l*=*xed upon her a Spanish national character ; and that her equipment 
for the Slave Trade had consequently rendered her liable to condemnation. 

The Captor failed to establish against the vessel any other ownership than that 
stated in the ship's papers ; and if he succeeded in proving the falsehood of the 
representation, that t)e Mello, of the Cape de Verd Islands, was the owner, he was 
not in a condition to put forward any other person, as a substitute for the pretended 
owner, whom he set aside. ^^ 

Of illegal equipment for the Slave Trade there could be no doubt : but this fact 
could only avail in the case of a Spanish vessel. The *' Sirse** professed to be 
Portuguese ; she iras sailing with Portuguese papers, and under flie Portuguese 
flag, and the attempt to fix upon her a Spanish character, deduced from the domicile 
of her owner, was not successful. 

It then, for the first time, became a question with the Conunissioners, whether the 
ample proof which had been aflForded of a Spanish course of trade, was alone suffi- 
cient, independent of every other consideration, to brin^ the ** Sirse^ witinn reach 
of the penalties of the Slave Trade Treaty with Spain. The most careful consider- 
ation was giveil to this important question ; and at length it was decided in the 
affirmative ; from a conviction that such a decision was in no degree opposed, either 
to the letter or spirit of the Treaty, and was in perfect accordance with established 
rules of international law. 

By this sentence, a course of trade has been directly adopted by the Courts, as 
one of the tests of the national character of a detained slave vessel ; and we 
earnestly hope that the judgment which we have given, taken in connexion with 
that which was lately pronounced in the case of the *' Diligente,'' will have the 
effect of producing a vast increase in the number of captures during the ensuing 
year ; a result which will be attained without the slightest infringement of existing 
engagements, and without overstraining the meaning of one article of our Slave 
Trade Treaties with Foreign Powers, 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAYe 

R. DOHERTY. 
The Right Hon.4^iseount Pahnerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc» Sfe^ ^e. 



*■ *■ First Enclosure in No. 14. I 

Report of the Cast ^ the Schooner " Sirse,* Serafin Antom» Spenser, Master. 

Of the numerous papers found on board this vessel, the first in point of date 
is a bill of sale, whfch shows that the " Sirse*' was originally the '* Thomas H. 
Smith" of New York, built in 1828, owned by Robert I. Gourlie, an American 
citizen, who obtained an American register for her in his own name at New York, 

«i the 29th of August, 1837. On the 19th of the following month of September, 
burlie sold his vessel at Havana to Don Thimotio Cardozo de Mello tor three 
thousand dollars. There is no mention of any agent appearing on the part of the 
buyer ; and De Mello himself is represented as having paid ^e purchase money 
and received possession of the vessel in his own person. A* certificate from the 
Ameriettii Consul at Havana, dated on llie same day, states that Gourlfe had 
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appeared before him a^ i|Mowledged the bill of sale as his own act and deed. 
It will be observed that there is an interval of only twenty-one days between the 
date of the New York register and the date of the bill of ^ sale at Havana. The 
former document must therefore have been obtained, for the express purpose of 
facilitating the immediate transfer of the vessel. 

2. A Portuguese passport or register, granted by the Governor-General of the 
Capede Verd Islands to the schooner " SirsCy'' " of American construction,'* 
declaring that the owner of her was T. C. de Mello, and the Captain Serajfin 
Antonio Spenser ; that two-thirds of the crew were Portuguese ; and that she was '^Mf^ 
bound to Maranham. Tliis document is dated at Vilkkda Praia, on the 1st of 
January; 1838, and was obtained in direct opposition to the Portuguese law of the 
17th of January, 1837. The name '' Sirse'' has also been written over the half- 
obliterated word " Ceres." -w 

3/ A certificate from Joz6 de Silva Pereira, the Receiver of Custoi^ at Porto i^. 

Praia, saying that T. C. de MeUo had paid the fifteen per cent, duty, required by 
law, on the purchase money of the " Sirse,'' '' bought bj/ his empowered 
attorney'* at New York." In the bill of sale (No. 1.) the purchase is stated to 
have been made at Havana, not at New York ; and not a word is said about any 
agent or power of attorney, but De Mello himself is named as the buyer. 

4. On the 7th of August last, the " Sirse'' obtained the usual clearance from 
Havana to the Cape de Verd Islands, wherein the water-casks on board are stated 
to be intended for holding palm oil on the return voyage ; the slave-boilers are 
shipped for tihe purpose of clarifying it ; and the slave-deck was to be employed in 
erecting sheds on snore, whilst trade was being made with the natives. 

5. 'Hie Matricula, which is certified by the American Consul, states the •* Sirse'* 
to be bound to the Island of St. Thomas', Princes, and Cape de Verds ; although 
the clearance only names the Cape de Verds as the destination of the vessel. 

6. Is a passport for D<m Pedro Maria Tito, authorizing him to go to the Cape 
de Verds on his private affairs* It |b dated on the same day as the clearance, and 
w»3 evidently intended to conceal the veal character of a man, who acted as Cap-* 
tain, and conducted all the proceedings of the vessel. 

7. The Log-book, wliich commences on the 8th of August last, shows that the * 
Cape de Verds was not the destination of the " &rse/' as no attempt was made to 
approach ihem. On the contrary, the vessel came direct to the Gallinas, where 
arrangements were being made for the return cargo, when capture took place. The 

Log mentions that the crew consisted of ten seamen and ^' four officers oi the poop," 
in opposition to the Muster-roll, which contains the names of only three officers, 
and does not take into account the actual Master, but nominal passenger, Tito. 
8 and 9. Two letters found on board show more decisively the control which 

:$?Tito exercised vrith respect to the '' l^rse.*' The first is addressed by Tito to the 
Mate, giving him general directions as to his proceedings on board, whilst the 
writer was trading on shore : the second is written by JL)e Grassi, a noted slave 
dealer at GralHnas, to Tito, adding him for some goods and stores froia|the '' SirseJ* 
10. Ip a set of bills for five hundred dollars, drawn by Pedro Blanc^of Gallinas, 
on Peter Harmony and Company of New York, in favour of the well-known 
Theodore Canot, and endorsed by the latter to Tito. They are dated on the 1st of ^iS^- 
SejAember. 

The above papers were produced on the 19th ultimo, on which day the prosecution 
against the " Sirse** was commenced in the British and Spanish Court, the Captor's 
Proctor petitioning that the declaraticm of the facts of capture, made by Lieutenant 

^^^itzgerald, commanding Her Majesty's Brigantine '' Buzzard,'^ should be filed, 

4Q|ccompanied by an affidavit authenticating the ship's papers; that the monition 
against interested parties might issue; and that evidence in preparatory might be 
taken. 

A Commission was then directed to the Surveyors of the Court, to examine the 

y^utfit and equipment of the *' Sirse,'' with particidar reference to the Tenth Article 
^^'of the Spanish Treaty. The Surveyors thereupon reported : '* We found seven 
hundred feet of plank and nine beams, marked and numbered, with cleats nailed 
to the ship's side : we found one hundred and twenty-one fore-locks for shackles ; 
we found one thousand gallons of fresh water on board, also six leaguers, and four- 
teen packs of staves, capable, when made up into casks, of containing about eight 
thousand gallons ; ^^ found one hundred and forty wooden spoons, seven buckets^, 
forbjf mess didies ; we found the coppers eighteen inches deep, and three feet by 
ttro square," 8ce. 

E2 
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The witnesses in preparatory were examined on th»rfariahig inte r w i ^altif fe g 6n 
the 2l8t ultimo. SerafijL Antonio Spenser, the nominal Portugues^j master, deposed^ 
that " he was born at Honavista, where he has lived during his whole life, a»d Ihas 
never served any state but Portugal ; that he was appointed to the command, and 
possession of the vessel was given to him, by Thiniotio Gardozo de MeUb^ a Portu- 
guese living at St. Jago, one of the Gape de Verd Ilslands ; that he first saw the 
vessel at Bonavista on the 1st of February last, and she is American built; that he 
was present at ,the capture, but he does not know why it todc place ; that die 
'^ vessel was sailing under Portuguese colours at the time ; that she is 90 tons 
burthen, and had a crew'^of 12 officers and mariners, exclusive of witness, of whom 
four or five were Portuguese, and the rest Spaniards, all hired and shipped at 
Havana in August last, by Francisco Rieira, the consignee of the vess^i^ that 
neither he^or any other of the officers or mariners, had any interest in thA^sel 
or cargo ; that he was Master on board ; that there were five passengers, sealflkby 
profession, and Spaniards by birth, four of whom were taken on board at Gfflmas, 
about 12 days before capture, and were in search of employment on board some 
ship ; that the other passenger, Pedro Maria Tito, had been mate of a vessel, and 
had taken his passage at Havana for St. Jago, but on what business witness does 
not know ; that none of the five passengers had any interest in the vessel or cargo ; 
that the last clearing port was Havana, where the voyage began, and was to have 
ended at Porto Praia, or elsewhere, as might be determined by the owner there ; 
that the vessel called at Gallinas to discharge 15 pipes of rum, by order of the 
consignee at Havana ; that the capturing ship was fii*st seen about G6 mi]es from 
Sierra Leone on the 16th instant ; that capture took place on the same day without 
a chase ; that the vessel ^vas steering for Rio Nunez at the time, but altered her 
course a little ; the ship's papers destined her for the Cape de Verd Islands ; but 
witness, finding that he had passed them during the night, went first to the Gal- 
linas to discharge his rum, and intended, as he went up to Cape de Verds, to look 
in at the Rio Nunez for a cargo of rice, or ivory, or anything he could find ; that 
the sole owner of the vessel is Thimotio Cardozo ; that he knows this to be %e 
case from the papers, and because he received possession from him ; that the owner 
is a Portuguese by birth and allegiance, lived formerly at Lisbon, where his father's 
family is established, and has resided for six or seven years at Sti^Jago ; that wit- 
^"^ ness himself, aldhg with Francisco Rieira, the consignee at Havana, was thflvlader 
x)f the cargo, which belongs either to the said consignee, who is a Spanigli merchant, 
residing and carrying on business at Havana, or to the owner of the vessel, but 
witness, does not know to which of them ; that there are about 40 spare planks of 
various lengths, and one and a-half inch thick, not numbered or fitted to any part 
of the vessel, but destined for a house to be built at St. Jago, or any other necessary 
purpose J that there are five casks, great and small, containing one pipe of fresh ' 
water, together with stores for about 13 barrels more, all of which together would 
be capable of receiving from 35 to 45 pipes ; that it was intended that some of 
these casks should receive water for the use of the crew, and the remainder be filled 
with palm oil from the coast, if, on the arrival of the vessel at St. Jago, *the pur- 
chase of it should be ordered by the owner," 
r The other witnesses examined were, the Mate, Joa5 Galban, and the cook, Nico- 

las Sicardo, whose depositions, in other respects unimportant, agreed 4n declarhig 
that the present voyage was to have ended (where it began) at Havana ; and that 
they were shipped with that understanding. 

The above evidence was published on the 2 1st ultimo ; and on the 26th ulthno, 
the day when the Monition ^vas returned into the Registry, a petition was presented 
by the Portuguese master, for the admission of a claim for the^Ietained vessel and*" 
her cargo, as the property of Thimotio Cardozo de Mello of the Cape de Verd 
Islands. 

The filing of a claim was followed by further examinations, upon special interro- 
gatories approved by the Court, and which occupied the Registrar between the ^ 
29th ultimo, and the 6th instant. 

Pedro Maria Tito deposed, « That ht was bom at St. Sebastian, and is a subject 
of Spain ; that he has generally resided at Matanzas, and is a seaman by profes- 
sion ; that he was a passenger on board the " Sirse;'* that De Grassi at the Gal- 
linas, who wrote the letter, (No, 9), was not at all connected with the affairs of the 
''Sirse ;" that witness does not consider the tone of his letteir(No. 8) to the mate 
of the " Sirse"' more than he might use as a friend ; that De Grassi wrote*) wit- 
ness instead of the Master, because the master does n^t understand Spanish ; that 
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witB6ii:doM not kfiow Ikw the vessel was occupi^ .when she was at the GaUinas, 
which was tfie concern of the Captain and sailocs ; that he does not know why the 
vessel delayed so long proceeding to the Cape de Verds ; that witness paid 150 
dollars for his passage trom Havana to the Cape de Verds." 

Hie Mate, «foa5 Galhan, and the cook, Nicolas Sicardo, when cross-examined, 
confirmed their former evidence as to the Island of Cuba being the destination of 
the "fiifr#e'* on her return voyage; and the latter added *'that he had heard 
eveiy one on board say, that the voyage was to end at Havana.*' 

Nothing new was elicited from the Master on l^ia cross-examination ; and his . 
later evid^M^ consisted merely of lame attempts, to account for the manifest contra- 
dictions and incongruities in his former deposition* 

J^ case was finally decided on the 21srt inst 

•iPRnll not be necessary in this place to explain very minutely the j^ounds on 
ysjjUSl^ tiie Court was led to condemn the ^' Sirse,'* as a copy of tlie judgment ac- 
cc^panies this report. The Spanish national character of the vessel, as derived^ 
fix)m the domicile of the owner, was not established in the same satisfactory manner, 
that it was in the other cases in which the Spanish Court took cognizance of vessels 
imder the Portuguese flag ; for although a very strict and rigid application of 
legal rules might perha|^ have warranted us in deciding, that the claimant should 
stand by the representation contained in one of the ship's p^ers, namely, that the 
nominal owner, De Mello, was resident in Havana when he ^rchased the " Sirse,^' 
and that no evidence had been tendered to show that De Mello's alleged residence 
in Havana had ceased, condemnation on such rounds would have been a refine- 
ment of special pleading to which our courts nave never been accustomed, more 
particularly as it was known to us from other sources that, at the tim%when the 
transfer of the "iSt>*e"at Havana is pretended to have taken place, lie Mello 
was actually living, as he is at present, in the Cape de Verd Islands. 

But while a Spanish national character, as affixed by domicile, was thus imper- 
fectly sustained, a course of Spanish trade was clearly established ; and it became 
^^a question with the court, for me first time, whether, by such a course of trade, a 
Spanish national character would attach itself to the detained vessel, so as to bring 
her within the reach of (the requirements and penalties of the Slave Trade Treaty 
with Spain. This question, after the most anxious deliberation, was decided in 
th^affirmative ; and on the 21st instant the " Sirse '* was condemned for a trans- 
gression df the Tenth Article of the Treaty with Spain, in having on board an _|. 
illegal slave-trading equipment. ^ 

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. ^ 

Sierra Leone, December 22, 1838. R. DOHERTY. 
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Second Enclosure in No. 14. 



Judgment given in the case of the Spanish Schooner " Sirse," Serajin Antonio 

Spenser, Master. 

On the 29th of August, 1837 (if we are to believe the bill of sale filed in 
•this caute), this schooner, ^hen called the " Thomas H. Smith,** received an 
American register in New York, and, within thi-ee weeks from that time, she was 
sold in Havana by her recently-regi^ered owner, Robert J. Gourlie, a citizen of 
the United States. The purchaser at Havana is stated to have been Thimotio 
Cardozo de Mello, of St. Jago de Praya, in the Cape de Verd Islands. On the 
^ 3lst of Januar¥| 1838, a Portuguese passport was granted by the authorities at 
Villa da Praia to the " Sirse,'' of which Thimotio Cardozo de Mello was said to 
be the owner, and Serafin Antonio Spenser the Master ; and she was on the same 
day cleared oUt for Maranham. Instead of proceeding to the port named in her 
passport, the " Sirse/' it is admitted, went direct to Cuba after leaving this coast, 
and cleared out again from Havana, on her present voyage, on the 7th of August 
last, bound, by her official clearance, to tlie^Oape de Verd Islands alone, although 
another of her papers states, that she was also destined to the Islands of St. Thomas 
, and Princes ; but to none of these places was her course directed ; and the first 
port she entered was the Gallinas, where she arrived on the 26th of September 
last. Her visit to the Gallinas was not, however, in any degree accidental as the 
oi^ard cargo shipped at Havana was consigned to a well-known resident slave- 
trader in that river ; and^for nearly two months after the outward cargo had been 
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delivered, the '' Sirse " was stUl found in th£ a^me ^a^^ or makiag orHiiional 
Ujps to the neighbouring coasts and rivers to procure rice and provKions, which 
were again deposited with the same merchant to whom the outward cargo had 
been consigned. The ultimate object of the '' Sir$e'$'' voyage was suffieieiitly 
shown, by the complete slave-trading equipment with which she was provided ; but 
while on this point no doubt can be entertained, it is only as a Spanish vessel that 
she can in any degree,be affected by the establishment of this fact. 

From what has been already stated it will be seen, that the " Sirs^ " profMses 
to be a Portuguese vessel ; aoA. it will be necessary, in the first place, ta examine her 
title to that character. In the bill of sale, which is the earliest document in pcmt 
of date, having been executed at Havana on the 19th of September, 1837, we find 
the following passages. 

" Know all men by these presents, that I, Robert J. Gourlie, of the city, county, 
and state of New York, for and in consideration of the sum of 3000 do^ars to me in 
ifhand, jt^ak? at the time of the perfection of these preeenU, hy Don Thimotio Cardooo 
de Mello of St. Jago de Praya, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, have 
granted, bargained, sold, &c., unto the said Don T. C. de Mello, the said schooner 
" Thomas H. Smith," to have and to hold, &c. ; and I, the said Robert J. Gourlie, 
do hereby covenant and agree, to and wUh the said Thimotio Cardozo de MelK 
&c., that I am the trife, lawful, and sole owner of the said schooner*' &c. 

The next paper, in point of time, is the Portuguese Register or Passport, said to 
have been granted to this vessel bv the Government of the Cape de Verd Islands, 
of the 31st of January last ; but wnich it is impossible to consider valid or adinissi* 
ble, as it was evidently prepared for some other vessel ; the name " Siree " being 
written J|4 a very bungling nmnner over another half obliterated name. The 
name olme present master i» also inserted in the body of the passport, in much 

Eater ink than that used in writing the other parts of the paper ; and the Master 
imself declares tlmt he is quite unable to account for Maranham being mentioned, 
in this passport, as the destination ojf the '' Siree,** as it never was intended that 
she should proceed there. 

Of the same date with the passport is a certificate, granted hy Jozk da Silva 
■^* Pereira, tj^ receiver of ^c^istoms at Porto Praya, that the fifteen per cent, on the 
amount dmike costs of the schooosr ^' Sirse '^ had been paid by the purchaser. 
In the case of all the vessels, which have been nominally or really transferrtd to 
the Portuguese flag at the Cape de Verd Inlands, we have invariahljf found a 
similar certificate commI verbatim into the body of the bill of sale ; and when the 
sale and transfer ha^mtken place elsewhere, and resort is had to the Government 
of the Cape Verds, merely lor the purpose of obtaining a regular Portuguese 
register, tne certificate of the payment of the accustomed fifteen per cent, on the 
Mrchase-money is, as in the present instance, given separately, in order to invest 
fflfe transaction with the reauisite marks of validity. Pereira's certificate, how- 
ever, gives an account of the purchase directly opposed to that contained in the 
bill of sale. Pereira states that ihe '* Sirse " was bought, not at Havana, but at 
New York ; not on the 19th of September 1837, but on the 29th of August 1837, 
the very day on which the vessel had obtained an American register ; not by 
lliimotio Cardozo de MeUo in person, but '' by his empowered attorney *' in New 
York. Both statements cannot be, and probably neither is, correct ; hot we mxut 
jkot forget that whilst the bill of sale is a foormal document in itself, signeftlrby the 
Vendor nimself, and acknowledged by him in hi^^ own person, as his act and deed, 
before the American consul at Havana, on the day of its execution^ the certificate 
written by Pereira at Porto Praya, professes to refer only ineideirtally to a trans- 
actk)n wmch took place on the other side of the Atlantic, and of which the bill of • 
sale is the only autnentic record, and thd only valid proof. 

If, then, we are to receive as correct the representations made in the bill of 
sale, De Mello, the purchaser, and Gourlie, the seUer, of the ** Siraet,'* were both 
personally present at Havana, and took part in the execution of the deed ; and suck 
Deing the case, it certainly lies on the claimant to show, that De Mello's residence 
at Havana, and his mercantile connection with that place have cease^^ nor can the 
claimant be permitted to say that the averments in the bill of sale are false, fw he 
has himself produced that document, as proof that the ownership of the '* Sir$e*' 
resides with the purchaser therein named. 

But without pressing too strongly against thet idaimant the argument drawn 
from the actual residence at Havana of the professed owner of the '' Sirae,'' at tke 
iboment when she became his property, and receiving as true the claimant's asser^ 
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tkm» liibt tl^ professed owner, is now liring oh the island of St. Jago, we eon* 
sider that a ^anish national character has been sufficiently impressed up6n tht^ 
y&mt\ by her exdnsive empkyinent in Spanish trade. The present voyage (like 
aQ the former ones made by the '' Sir$e,'' utider her Portuguese papers) was to 
have ended, where it began, at Havana, itiiere the outward cargo was shipped, 
and where the return carfp Avas to have been delivered ; where a Spanish resident 
merchant^ named Francisco Rieira, managed all the concemfl^f the vessel ; where 
a Spanish master was appointed, under tl^ designation of a passenger ; where the 
crew, conssslDig almost entirely of Spaniards, were i^gaged, and where they were 
to have been dis^iarged on the eondusion of the voyage. Rieira, the lader of the 
outward cargo at Havana, was, it is stated by the diwnant, its probable owncar 
also ; and the cofnsignee of that cargo on this eoast was a well known Spankh 
slav^trader in the river Gallinas. Every proceeding df the voyage points most 
strongly to Sfanish interests ; nor is Acre a single paper or account, from the pre- 
tended agent at Havana to the pretended owner at St Jago, although the port in 
whieh that owner resided was named in the clearance em the destiimtion of wfk 
vessel. 

From these circumstances, vre have no doubt that the ownership of the vessel 
rests with Ri|||a, or at any ra& in Havana. But allowing that De Mello was, as 
^ represented, the real purchaser of the '' Strse^'* aiKl aUowin^Mbat he is at the pre* 
sent moment residing in the Cape de Verd Islands, we still maintain, that, so £ur 
as he is connected with this parttcuhir adventure, he must be looked upcHi as 
a Spanish merchant. And, in support of this opinion, we will now quote one or 
two passages from judgments given by the. late LWd StowelL 

In the Q'Jonge Khsnna,'' 5 Robinson, page 309t.) **A man m^havefi^cantile 
concerns m two countries ; rfhd if he acts as a merchant of bbth, he must be 
liable to be considered as a subject of both, with regard to the transactions origi- 
nating respectively in'those countries." In the ^'Bernon'' (1 HoMBson, page 10§.) 
'•The employment of a vessel is, in limine, a point very proper for inqtjfiy ; for it 
may impress a national character, and must, at all events, in such a case a^ this, 
very much elucidate the transaction." 

The " Stisa** (2 Robinson, page 256) waa the case of M^ip taken uqjfer Ame- 
rican colours, claimed as the property of an American merchant resideirf at New 
Bedford, but condemned fdr being engaged in the trade of France. On this occa- 
sion Sir William Scott observed : " It always appeared to this Gjurt, that persons 
carrying on such a trade were just as much to be coiteidered atf incorporatea in the 
commerce of France, as if they were native merchants of France, and that their 
property so employed would be justly subject to confiscation, be their personal 
residence where i^ might.'* 

The case of the '* F'igilantia^'' in the first volume of Robinson's Reports, and' ■ 
which IwLS been referred to by the Captor's Proctor, is very strong m showing; that 
even " supposing (De Mello) to be the actual proprietor of the {Sirse), and resi- 
dent at (^St. Jago de Praia), yet this vessel and^r concerns, however it may be 
with respect to other ships and other concerns, in which this gentleman nmy be 
ajjL engaged, are liable to be treated &od considered as (Spanish) property. In the first 

%r place/ she went from (Havana) r^;idarly to the (Coast of Africa), and to return to 

^i'port of (Havana), there to ddiver her cargo; she is purchased in (Havana) ; she is 
purchased^evidently for the purpose of pursuing the (Slave) Trade of (Havana) ; 
she is purchased at a time when there was a defect of conveniences for carrying on 
this tracfe to and from (Havana). Now, we ask, upon what grounds is it Ihat this 
vessel, BO purchased and so employed, is to be considered merely as a (Portuguese)' 
vessel ? Here is-liship as thoroughly engaged and^ incorporated in (Spanish) com- y^ 
merce as a ship can possibly be ; she is fitted out uniformly from (Havana) ; she h 
fitted out withU^Spanish) manufactures; she is fitted out for (SpMiisIi) importation ; 
in all these MP^^^ emplc^ing and feeding the industry of (Spain) ; she is mauf^ed 
c!) ^y * (Spanish shipjs-husband; and finding occupation for the commercial know- 
' ■ ledge and industry ol the subjects of that counti-y ; she is commanded by a (Spa- 
nish) Master; the is manned by a (Spanish) crew, and brings back the produce of 
hep voyage for the purpose of (Spanish) consumption and ( Spanish) revenue. If 
totals you add, that the vessel is transferred to the (Portuguese) flag because Spa- 
niards are unable to carry on the trade avowedly in their own persons, it is truly a 
(Spanish) commerce in a very eminent degree. In our apprehension, unless it can 
be niaintained as a rule, without any eacception whatever, that the domicile of the 
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Sroprietor constitutes the national character of the vessel, this ship must be am- 
emv^, even if she had been really transferred. 

'' Now, on this point we conceive the rule to be, that where there ie mthingpar- 
Ueular or special tn ihe conduct of the ve$$el itself, the national character is deter- 
mined by the reddence of the owner ; but there may be circumstances arising from 
that conduct which will lead to a contrary conclusion. It is a known and esta* 
blisdied rule with respect to a vessel, that if she is navigating under the pass of a 
foreign country, she is considered as bearing the nationsd character of the nation 
under whose pass she sails. In like manner, and upon similar principles, if a vessel 
purchased in a (Spanish) port is, by constant and habitual occupation, continually 
«i{iployed in the trade Of (Spain), on what ground is it to be asserted, that the vessel 
is not to be deemed a vessel of the country from which she is so navigating, in the 
same manner as if she evidently belonged to the inhabitants of it ? 

*' And from this reasoning a doctrine is deduced (page 15), a dpctrine supported 
by strong principles of equity and propriety, that tJ^ere is a traffic which stamps a 
national character, on the individual, independent of that character, which mere 
personal residence may give him.** 

On these grounds we consider that the schooner " Sirse,** Serafin Antonio Spen 
ser. Master, has been properly prosecuted as a Spanish vessel ; aiwl that she is 
bound, as such, by all the requirements of the Spanish Slave Treaty. Her illegal 
equipment for the Slave Trade has been already remarked upon; and we accord- 
ingly condemn her, as good and lawful prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and 
Spain. 

Sierra Leone, December 21^, 1838. 



No. 15. 

Her Majesty* sCommissioners to Viscount Pahnerston. — (Received Aprils, 1839.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, December I5th, 1838. 

We have the honour to enclose to your Lordship our report of the case of 
the brig " Veteranoy* Carlos Estevo Sassetti, Master, condemned on the 11th inst. 
in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice, x)m the ground of her being 
equipped for the Slave Trade. 

We have also the honour to^transmit a translation of some of the most interesting 
of the numerous papers found on board the condemned vessel. 

Fraud and falsehood have marked all the " Veterano*s** proceedings from the 
moment of her leaving England, on tiie 9th of March last, until the prosecution 
against her waa closed. 

0» the 14th of April, 1837, this vessel, then called the " Veloz** cleared out 
from Sierra Leone for London, with a British register ; *and on the 12th of January 
last she was registered de novo in England. A few days afterwards, Mr. John 
White, the Captain and professeS owner of the vessel, began to fit her for sea. 
Part of her x^argo was taken on board in the West India Docks, and the remainder 
at Falmouth, and she then proceeded direct to Cadiz, where she arrived in due 
course. On the 2nd of April, 1838, she was handed over to a Spanish Captain 
and Mate ; and about three months afterwards left Spain for Havana, where she 
came to anchor on the 18th August. On the 27th of the following month (Sep- 
tember) she again left Havana, .J»und by her papers to St. Thomas's, but was 
steering direct for the River Galffl&as, when she was captured by Her Majesty's 
brig "Brisk" on the 18th ultimo^ and brought to Sierra Leone. 
^-^ This statement of facts is, however, quite at variance with that contained in the 
ship's papers. In them it is declared that the vessel which, after her condemnation 
in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission, left Si^ogra Leone on 
the 14th of April, 1837, and which left England for Cadiz in March, 1838, was 
sold at the latter place in December, 1836, four months beforeWfie sailed from this 
place for London^ and sixteen months before she arrived at Cadiz from England. 
To this falsehood we are sorry to perceive that the Englishman above mentioned, of 
the name of White, was a party. The Portuguese Consul-General in Cadiz dso 
lent the aid of his office to cover the fraud. 

The papers mth which the " Veterano** cleared out from Havana on the pre- 
sent voyage, exhibit an equal disregard of truth. By her clearance her destination 
was slated to be /St. Tho^ias's. 
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in tirfef Matric^la we find the names of thir ty-threfr s^atiien/bat no offidefsr. t 

The person who figured as the Mister is n Portuguese, of the name <>f CWios 
Eslevab SasSsetti ; the oivnef is stated to be the notorions Franciseo CardOTO de 
Mello; and some passports amongst the papers described the tkree per80!ii6;naHied i 
JimeneSjBarreltt; and Meidoza, as passengfi-s making & voyage to the Island of 
St. Thomas. Othei^docuihents, happily found on board the detained ressel at the 
time of her capture, give a diflFerent and a more correct statement of the case ; and 
from them we find the, real owners are Pedto Martinez and Company, ci Havana ; 
that the real Captain is the pretended passenger Angel Jimenes, formeriy^'Master 
of the Spanish schooner *' Lince^ condemned here a short time since as the Portu-. 
guese schooner ** Ingeinane ;" that the other pretended passengers are the SpatifsJpiE 
officers of the vessel ; that the destination of the vessel was the river Brass vid Gul- 
linas ; and that she was intended to carry, on her return voyage, a cargo of be- 
tween four ati& five hundred slaves. 

The ownership of the vessel having been clearly proved to reside in the house of 
Pedro Martinez and Company, merchants, domiciled at Havana, a Spimish national 
character was affixed on the " Veterano ;" and with regard to ^uipment, the 
Master's evidence was so full an admission of the presence of several of the articles, 
prohibited by iftfe 10th Article of the Spanish Treaty, that it was not thought neces- 
sary to complete the usual survey and inspection, by which SlaVe Trade intentions 
are generally ascertained. 

(Signed) ' H. W. MACAULAY. 

*, R. DOHERTY. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmer ston^ G^CB. 

Sfc. Sfc. 8f€, * 
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Report ofihe Case of the brig *^ Veterano," Carlos Estenao Sasetti, Master. 

The following papers #ere found on board the ** Veterano^ at the time of her 
captiure :— _ 

1. A Bill of Sale, dated at Cadiz, on the 30th of December, 1836, by which 
Mr, John White, of the English brig " Veh%^' sold that vessel to Don Gabriel 
Lopez, the empowered attorney of Francisco Cardozo de Mello, of the Cape de 
Verd Islands, the purchaser declaring that she would henceforth be called the 
" VeteranOy' and ^dl under the Portuguese flag. This deed is written on paper, 
surmounted with a Icu^e enslaving of the royal arms, and is certified and rois- 
tered by Manoel de ^uza Machado, the Portuguese Consul-General, and sealed 
with the consular seal. # 

2. A Provisional Passpprt from the same Consul, dated at Cadiz on the 3rd of 
January, 1837, authorizing the Portugue|e; brig *' Veterano,'' of American build, 
owned bv Francisco Cardozo de MeUo, of the Cape de Verd Islands, and com- 
manded by Felipe Gregorio, to make a voyage to Villa da Praia, of tie Island of 
St. Jago, for the purpose of obtaining a permanent Portuguese register. On this 
passport there is no endorsement whatever. ^. 

3. A Log-book showing that the " ^efo»,Mlias " Veterano^* sailed from 
Santander to Cuba on the 2nd of July, 1838. 

4. A Clearance from Havana for St. Thomas, dated on the 24th of September, J^*^ 
1838. 

5. A Mustep-roll of crew, dated at Havana, on the 25th of September, 1838, 
signed by theUaptain, and certified by the American Vice-Consul, Mr. John A. 
Smith, who has addoL another certificate that Don Jacobo Belasco, a merchant of 
Havana, h|id appeared at the American Consulate, as the agent of F. C. de Mello, 
to declare \m appointment of Carjos Estevao Sassetti, to succeed the late Master, 
Gregorio. It is remarkable that in this Muster-roll, which contams 33 names, not 
one single officer besides the Captain is mentioned. 

6. Is an agreement between :(he Captain and crew, dated at Havana the day 
before the Muster-roll, and signed by several persons, whose names are not to be 
found in the Matricula. 

7, 8, 9. Three passports, dated on the 26th of September, 1838, authorizmg Don 
Class A. — 'Further Series. ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



34 SIERRA LEONE. (Spain.) 

Antonio Gonzales Banrera, Don A^ngel Jimenes, and Don Estevan Mendoza, to 
proceed to St. Tbomae cm their private afGairfi, 

10. Is a private Muster-roU, showing that the three persons, last aamed as pas- 
sengers, were really ihe first, second, foid third officers of the vessel. 

In addition to the above papers, and to a large coUe^on of corpespondenoe, 
which will be noticed separately, ihe English journal of the proceedings of &e 
" ydoz^ previous to her sale at Cadiz, contains some interesting information. It 
18 headed "Log-book of the brig Vehz,'' commanded by John White, and 
kept by John Pinoombe, chief mate, commencing from the 22d of January, 1838. 
At this time the " Vehz'' was lying in the We^i India Docks, taking in some 
cargo. On the 19th of February the ** Vehz" left Loodon for Cadiz, calling at 
Falmouth, where the greatest part of the cargo was shipped, and where she re- 
mained from the 24th of February to the 8th of March, The vessel arrived at 
Cadiz on the 19th of March, and inmiediately commenced discharging her cargo ; 
and the Log concludes with the remark — " April 2d, at 9° SCK a. m., the Spamsh 
Captain, and Mate, and crew took charge of the vesseL" 

The last document, taken in connection with what we know of the former history 
of the vessel, completely felsifies the ship's Papers, the Certificates of the Portuguese 
Consul at Cadiz, and the Bill of Sale executed by Mr. John White, who, we are 
sorry to say, assisted most disgracefully in the manufecture of the fraudulent 
papers. 

The brig " Veloz' was condemned at Sierra Leone in the British and Por- 
tuguese Court of Mixed Commission on the 16th of December, 1836, and was 
purchased at public auction on the 23d of the same month by Mr. Elias Deeper, a 
merchant of this place, for the sum of £360 Early in April 1837 1^ '* Veloz"' 
was registered here as a British vessel, and cleared out on the 14th of the same 
month for London, where she was registered, de novo, on the 12th of January, 1838, 
Further particulars may be learned, if necessary, from Mr. George Clavering 
Redman, a ship broker, of 48, Lime Street, London, to whom the vessel was con- 
signed. From what has been stated above, it will be seen that the " Vehz^ 
shortly afterwards took in a cargo at London and Falmouth for the port of Cadiz, 
and arrived at her destination on the 19th of March last. On the 2nd of April 
she was delivered over to a Spanish captain and crew, and vnthin three months 
from that date she sailed for the Island of Cuba. 

In opposition, however, to these facts, and in opposition to his own Log-book, 
Mr. John White declares that be sold the " Vehz"' at Cadiz, on the 30th of De- 
cember, 1836, four months before slie left this colony foi- England, And more tlmn 
12 months before he received a British register for her in London. The false 
papers were all prepared in the office of tibe Consul-Greneral, Machado, and are 
attested by the same parties who signed the equally false papers of the " Diligente*' 
lately reported. The object of the fraud was also in both cases the same, namely, 
to escape from the operation of the Portuguese Decree, which would not allow of 
the ** Veloz^' a vessel of American build, and sailing under the British flag so 
lately as the month of March, 1838, receiving a Portuguese register. We can 
require no furtlier proof of the insincerity of the profes^ns of Portugal with reg^ard 
to the Slave Ti'ade, if she now overlook such repeated acts of villany on the part of 
her authoinsed agent at Cadiz — acts which, if committed by a private individual in a 
civilized community, would not only exclude him from aU society, but render him 
liable to the severest penalties of the law. 

The Provisional Register of the Portuguese Consul at Cadiz, only antiiorised 
the " Veterano^ to proceed to Villa da Praia to obtain permanent papers. She 
nevertheless sailed direct to Havana, and was again at that place, in defiance of the 
Register under which she was navigated, cleared out, not for Cape de Verd, but 
for the Island of St. Thomas. 

On the 18th ultimo the " Veteranor whilst still sailing under Portuguese colours, 
was captured by that indefatigable cruizer. Lieutenant Kellett, of Her Majesty's 
brig " Brisk," oflF the river Gallinas, whither, and not to St. Thomas, she had 
proceeded from Havana. On the 22nd ultimo, a prosecution was commenced 
against the detained vessel in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice, on 
the ground that her real national character vras Spanish, and that she was 
equipped for the Slave Trade in violation of Spanish law. Accordingly the 
Captor's declaration and affidavit of seizure were filed ; a moniton was issued ; llie 
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witnesses in preparatory were summoned ^ and the Surr^ors to the Court were 
directed to examine, axid report upon, the fittings and equipment of the prize. 

To the numerous papers and letters, which were at the same time lodged in the 
Registry, it will Dot be necessary to refer at length, as a translation of the most 
interesting of them accompanies this report. The main pdnts which they served 
to establish were, that the " Veiettmo'' was owned by Pedro Martinez and Com- 
pany, of Havana ; that the Captain of her was not Sassetti, but Don Angel 
Jimenes, formerly Master of the '^ Ingemane^'' alias "Z/mee," and who was en- 
trusted with the whole conduct of the expedition ; and that the return cargo was 
intended to consist of from 400 to 500 slaves, for the supply of the Cuba market. 

The correspondence respecting the *' Feroz AfricanOy' alias ^' DikgerOey' is 
particularly deserving of notice ; not only because it proves the correctness of the 
judgment, formed by the Commissioners some tin^ since, respecting the case of 
that vessel, but on account of the references which are made therein to the bribes 
givea to the Portuguese Consul, and even to the sub<urdinates of the British Con- 
solate at Cadiz. It also shows that F. C. de Mello, of tl^ Cape de Verds, who 
^gures as the ostensible owner of so many Spanish-Portuguese vessels, was only 
a man of straw, and that tliree-fourths of the ** Diiigente'' was owned by Messrs. 
Blanco and CarbaUo, of Havana, and the other one^fourth by Pedro Martinez, of 
Cadi^ 

These letters also discover the facilities afforded to the trade by numerous vessels 
under the American flag, which carry out to the coast the necessary supplies of 
goods, and even articles of slaving equipment, and are readily insured at about 2|- 
per cent. The property embarked in a Slave Trade adventure is thus insured, both 
from capture and loss, during the whole of the outward voyage, at one-fourth of the 
premium, which would be paid upon the same goods, if embarked in a Portuguese 
or Spanish bottom. 

The examinations on the standing interrogatories were taken on the 23rd 
ultimo ; on which occasion Carlos Estevao Sassetti deposed, that " he was born 
at Lisbon, and has always lived there ; is a subject of Portugal, and has never 
served any other State ; that he was appointed to the command of the detained 
vessel, about two months ago at Havana, by a person named Seperiano, a resident 
there, and, as he thinks, a Spaniard ; that he first saw the vessel there and then, 
and believes she is American built ; that he was present at the seizure, but does 
not know for what reason it took place ; that the vessel was sailing at the time 
under Portuguese colours, and there were no others on board ; that the vessel is 
called " f^eterano,'' and always has been so called since witness has known her ; 
that she was formerly called " Vehzy' that she is from 110 to 120 tons burthen, 
that there were thirty ojfficers and mariners on board, exclusive of witness, fifteen 
or eighteen of whom were Spaniards and the rest Portuguese, all hired and shipped 
by witness at Havana about two months ago ; that neither he nor any of the 
officers or erew had any interest in the vessel or cargo ; that he was Mastei* on 
board ; that tliere were four passengers, all Spaniards and seamen, embarked at 
Havana for St. Thomas, on what business witness does not know ; that none of 
them had any concern or authority with respect to the vessel or cargo ; that the 
last clearing port was Havana, where the v(^age begun and was to have ended ; 
tiiat the vessci's papers denned her to St. Thomas, but she called at the Gallinas 
for water and fresh provisions ; that the owner of the vessel was one Francisco 
CardosM>, a Portuguese, residing with his wife and family, also Portuguese, at 
Porto Praia, Cape de Verds ; that Seperiano laded, and is consignee of, the cargo, 
of which Cardozo is the owner ; that the hatches are fitted vrith open gratings, 
which witness found on board on embarking, and does not know for what purpose 
they were intended ; that the combings of the hatchways have been bored, but the 
hdes are now filled up ; that there are thirty round iron bais on board intended 
and fit for securing the hatches ; that there are three bulk-heads ; that there may be 
aboat 150 spare planks or upwards on board, from 13 to 14 feet long, and two 
inches thick, not numbered or fitted to the vessel, but carried as cargo by desire of 
Seperiano, although they are not included in the manifest ; that there is a large bag on 
board full of i^ackles, amounting to 100 pairs, which were put on board by Seperiano> 
and which witness carried in order to sell to slavers on the coast, whom witness 
Icnew to be in want of such articles ; that there were ten leaguers on board, with, 
staves for casks, which might have been capable of receiving 60 pipes of water ; 
that the said casks were intended chiefly for palm oil ; that there were 60 mess 
tins intended for the use of the crew, and to convey pahn oil from the coppers, la 
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whicli it wa8 to be boiled on board, into the several casks ; that there are two 
large iron boilers, four feet square, and five feet in depth, intended for boiling 
palm oil. 

The Mate's evidence is merely an echo of that of the Master, with which it 
agrees in admitting the fact of illegal equipment for the Slave Trade. Both 
witnesses stated that the agent, the lader of the outward cargo, and the consignee 
of the return cargo at Havana, was a Spaniard named Seperiano, who also ap- 
pointed the Master, Sassetti, to the command of the vessel in September last. The 
American Vice-Consul at Havana (Paper No. 5) states, on the contrary, that it 
was a Spanish merchant named Don Jacobo Belasco, by whdm the appointment of 
Sassetti was made. 

A claim for the detained vessel and cargo was made on the 28th ultimo, and 
on the following day the Monition, issued on the 22nd ultimo, was returned into 
the Registry. 

The claimant's Proctor having declined, after some time, to produce further 
evidence, or to cross-examine the witnesses, who had been called on behalf of the 
captor, a Court was summoned for the 11th instant, on which day a sentence of 
condemnation was passed upon the *' F'eterano,*' on the grounds that the owner- 
ship of that vessel was positively fixed upon the house of Pedro Martinez and 
Company of Havana, and that her slaving e<iuipment admitted of no question ; 
indeed, was fully acknowledged by those serving on board of her. 

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 

R. DOHERTY. 

Sierra Leone, December I5tk, 1838. 
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Translation of some of the Papers and Letters found on board the brig " Veterano," 

Carlos Estevao Sassetti, Master. 

No. I.— The Bin of Sale made at Cadiz. 

Consulate-General of the Portuguese Nation at Cadiz. 

Bill oi Sale made by Mr. John White of the brig *' Veloz/* his property, which 
henceforth shall be called " O Veterano^* to Don Gabriel Lopez, as empowered 
attorney of Francisco Cardozo de Mello, of Cape Verde. 

In the year of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ 1836, on the 30th day 
of the month of December of the said year, there appeared at this Consulate- 
General of the Portuguese nation, as seller, Mr. John White, of the English 
brig, denominated " VehZy' of the burthen of 1 10 tons, and of American build, 
now riding at ajichor in this bay ; and Don Gabriel Lopez, merchant of this 
place, with a sufficient power of attorney made (in the office of Raphael Sal- 
gado de Pina, a notary public of this place) by Don Francisco Cardozo de 
Mello, a Portuguse subject, of the island of Santiago, town of. Praya, in 
Cape Verde ; and, in the presence of the subscribing mtnesses, the said Mr. 
John White declared, that the aforesaid brig was sold with all her appurtenances 
and fittings up, according to the inventory, for the sum of 1500 Spanish dol- 
lars, to the said Don Gabriel Lopez, of whom he acknowledges to have received 
the above-mentioned sum, and that he is paid and satisfied. In consequence of 
which, he renounces and gives up his right and title to the said brig ** VefozJ* with 
all her rigging, sails, boats, oars, and everything that appertains to her, to the 
above-mentioned Francisco Cardozo de Mello, whom he now and for ever con- 
stitutes absolute owner ; the said seller binding himself to that effect, notwith- 
standing any claim whatsoever that may be made to the same brig. In like 
manner, Don Gabriel Lopez declared, that he was satisfied with the whole of the 
contents of this writing ; accepting the property of the brig " Veloz " for his 
appointer, Francisco Cardozo de Mello, to whom it lawfully belongs, and declares 
that she will sail under the Portuguese flag, which belongs to her, and 'will be 
called*' O Veterano;'' and both parties being agreed, signed with me this instru- 
ment ; as also the witnesses, all of whom I know to be the persons they state 
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themselves to be. And in order that it may so appear, I deliver the present original 
document, sealed with the royal consular seal, and having been registered. 

Seller, Buyer, 

(Signed) JOHN WHITE. (As Attorney of Don Francisco 

Cardozo de Mello,) 
^Signed) GABRIEL LOPEZ. 

vV itnesses 
(Signed) MANUEL VEGA JOSE BEN JO. 

R. M. DE SOUZA MACHADO, 
The Consul-General. 
(Signed) MANOEL DE SOUZA MACHADO. 

(L. S.) Registered. 



No. 2. — Provisional Passport for the Vessehfrom the Portuguese ConstU-General 

at Cadiz. 

( The Royal Arms.) 

Manoel de Souza Machado, Consul-General of the Portuguese Nation, in the 
kingdom of Spain and Canary Islands, residing in this garrison of Cadiz, for 
Her Most Faithful Majesty the Senhora Dona Maria the Second, whom God 
preserve^ &c. 

I make known that the Portuguese brig, called " O Veterano^'^ American built, 
of the burthen of one hundred and ten tons, whose Captain is Fillipe Victoria, 
and owder Francisco Cardozo de Mello, of the Portuguese nation, established in 
the Island of Santiago, town of Praya, in Cape Verde, is proceeding to that 
Islimd to obtain from ^the authorities of Her Most Faithful Majesty the docu- 
ments necessary to enable her freely to sail, without any foreigner havinj^ any 
share in the said brig. And as in her voyage she may be met by the Chiefe and 
Officers of the ships and other vessels of the Kingdoms, Friends, and Allies of 
the Crown of Portugal, we request that they will not impede her in continuing her 
voyage, in the certainty that to those recommended by their own Princes, shall be 
shown the same and equal treatment. And in order that it may so appear, I have 
signed the present passport, which is sealed with the royal consular seal. Cadiz, 
this third day of January, 1837. 

N. B. The aforesaid brig retains the following arms, which she had on board 
when she was bought ; two cannon of the calibre of 12, with their appurtenances ; 
eighteen large musketoons ; an equal nimiber of sabres ; and six pistols. 

(Signed) MANOEL DE SOUZA MACHADO. 

(L. S.) Registered, 



No. 3.. A Printed Circular ^Messrs. Pedro Martinez and Co.y addressed to 

Don Angel Jimenez. 

Sir, Havana, ^\st December, 1836. 

As the partnership which we had entered into with our principal, Seflor 
Don Pedro Martinez, residing in Cadiz, expires to-day, we are from this day 
separated from the management and direction of the business of this his house, and 
the new partners are charged with the accounts, according to the accompanying 
document. We beg of you to grant them the same confidence that you, in their 
time, showed to your most grateful and obedient servants, 

(Signed) PEDRO MARTINEZ & Co. 

SeHor Don Angel Jimenez. 

Sir, Havana, \st January, 1837. 

Mt firm in this place having been dissolved, by virtue of the annexed cir- 
cular, I have determined upon the formation of a new one, which from this date 
I substitute for it, under the same denomination of Pedro Martinez and Company ; 
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conferrrog the directioii on my nephe^v, Don Cipriano Lopez Martrnez ; the 
partners beings the same Don Francisco Riera, who was partner in the former, and 
Don Josfe Rainon Recur. I again oflfer you the services of this new establishment, 
which is charged with the liquidation and responsibilities of that which is dissolved. 
As a branch of this, I also offer you its social dependency at Matanzas, which 
will continue in the same order in which it was established at the institution of the 

Partnership now extinct, under the same denomination of Pedro Martinez and 
Company, and the responsibility of the principal ; the direction being entrusted 
to Don Francisco M. de Bernoya, Don Pastor Perez de Terau being interested 
m it. 

The change will not alter the mode of doing business in my said house, either 
in its own transactions or in business of commission, for, besides being assisted by 
the knowledge and credit of the new partners, I assign to each house a sufficient 
capital to guarantee its transactions. 

Be pleased to take a note of the respective signatures of the house here, and that 
which the dependency at Matanzas will continue to use, disposing as ever of 

Your most obedient and faithful servant, 

&c. &c. &c. 
(By general power from Pedro Martinez, absent at Cadiz.) 

(Signed) CIP. LOPEZ MARTINEZ. 

Then follow the signatures used for the firm by the three different partners, 
C. L. Martinez, Francisco Riera, and Francisco M. de Bernoya. 



No 4. Letter J^om the same to the same. 

Seftor Don AngefJimenez, Havana. 

SiR^ Havana January ^^mi^ 1837. 

On their retirement from business, our predecessors, on Ae 31st of De- 
cember past, turned over to us the balance of your account, to the amount of 
14,966 dollars in your favour, which we have credited to you as the beginning of 
an account current, which we have opened with jrou. 

We request that you will be pleasi^ to inform us ST we have acted according to 
yo«r wishes, and remain 

Your most obedient servants, 
(Signed) PEDRO MARTINEZ & Co. 



No. 5. Letter of Instruetionsf^from the same to the same. 
Sefior Don Angel Jimenez. 

Sir and Friend, Havana, September 26^A, 1838. 

As it is so near the time of your departure, which is to take place to-morrow, 
should the weather permit, with the vessel under your command, the " Veterario^^ 
we write- this to commmiicate to you what occurs to us at the moment, as likely to 
contribnte to the undertaking entrusted to you. 

Although the point of your destination is the Bras, according to the infoomatiaa 
which you will there receive of the Calabars, you will proceed thither to make 
your traffic ; and if that cannot be accomplished, you noay choose the plaee that 
may appear to you the most convenient, for we rely upon your intelligenee, ex- 
perience, and the great desire with which we are persuaded that yoii are animated 
for the best result. 

As rice, you are aware, is here at a very exorbitant price, and as you will arrive 
at your destination in want of provisions for your return, and will have to make 
up for the want of them with rice; on that account you should, in going, shape 
your course so as to touch at the Pongo, or on the coast of Gallinas, and you will 
buy what you think necessary for your return cargo, for which purpose you may 
apply part of the specie which you carry, or of the articles of barter, which ever 
you may think best 
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On which account, and as you will have to pass by the coast of Malagueta, you 
will touch at Gallinas, where you will deliver the enclosed packet of our correspon- 
dence to Don Joze H. Alvarez ; who, if by any unforeseen circumstance, he should 
be without vessels at his disposal, and should have collected four or five hundred 
slaves, (bultos), will receive from you the merchandize which you carry, and you 
will place at his disposal the vessel, and remain yourself there, to await the first 
vessel that may go to load at that factory, in which you may re-embark the mer- 
chandise landed fi^om the " Veterano,'' and proceed with your undertaking at the 
place intended. 

The Portuguese Government has given directions to the respective authorities in 
its dominions, to take away their papers from vessels under her flag, which arrive at 
her ports, or have been found by the vessels of war of that nation to have on board 
Buspioious articles, or such as indicate the trade in Slaves ; and you will bear this 
circumstance in mind, and invariably fly from every sail, and avoid touching at any 
island, or plaoe, where the vessel may be compromised. 

We must also inform you, that in case, in coming out, you should suffer any 
damage, you must on no account enter any port belonging to the United States, for 
there the adventure would be confiscated, of which there have been instances. On 
which account, if you should be compelled to go into port, on account of damage, 
or from any other cause, you may do so at Porto Rico, or Saint Thomas' ; consign- 
ing yourself at the former place to Don Pedro Enarche, and at the latter to Don 
Joze Ybern ; and either of them, on being informed that we are interested in the 
undertaking, will provide you eveiy necessary assistance, and whatever may be the 
amount, you may draw upon us for it at sight. 

As to the route you are to take on your return, you may pass either by the 
southern or northern coast, whichever may appear to you more convenient, accord- 
ing to the weather and the circumstances in which you may be at the moment ; 
and the landing your cargo may be efiected, in case you should come by the south, 
at the point of Guanimar or some other in that neighbourhood. If it is at Guani- 
mar, you will find pilots posted at Rocky Key, Crocodile, Isle of Pines, and 
French Key, and you will direct yourself to Don Joze Miro Pie, but if you should 
come by the north, you will land your cargo at one of the places between this and 
Matanzas, or else between Camaiiocaand Mariel; it being clearly understood, that 
wherever the landing may take place, you will immediately despatch a messenger 
to us with the number of slaves (bultos), classes, and other particulars, in order 
that some person from this, your house, may be sent to receive them. As you are 
well aware of the care which is necessary for the cargo to arrive in good condition, 
as on that depends its greater or less value, it appears to us superfluous to recom- 
mend to your experience the best possible treatment. At the same time, we must 
enjoin upon you extreme vigilance with the slaves (bultos) for fear of an insurrec- 
tion, of which there have been instances, but which I hope your care will prevent. 
We also recommend to you, above all things, the greatest order among the crew, 
and in the distribution of provisions, to enable them to last the time. From want 
of these precautions, dissensions often arise, which produce most fatal results. 

You are of course aware that, in the voyage back, the greatest vigilance is ne- 
cessary, and a good look-out must be constantly kept ; and the moment a vessel is 
seen, there must be no hesitation as to what she may be, for in such cases misfor- 
tunes have constantly happened ; but the resolution nmst be at once taken to fly, 
while there is time to do so ; for if you hesitate, you are lost. 

In case you should be pursued while coasting this island, and should be obliged 
to run ashore, you will take care to save the ship's papers on your own person, as 
also any letters or documents, and in case of great misfortune, they must be sunk in 
the water. 

Besides the vessel under your command, the " Veterano,^ we shall probably 
send off*, 20 or 25 days after your departure, the schooner " Lavandeira^ in order 
that she may arrive at the place where you are about to make your traffic for the 
other. If she should arrive there before you have finished, (though you must on 
no account delay for her), you will in that case remain in the schooner, and the 
" Vcterano^^ can come in charge of the mate, if you think him competent, giving 
him the instructions, and any additional ones you may think fit. The " Lavan- 
deira'' will sail from hence, as I have mentioned, for Gallinas, and as you will 
hftve to touch there, she may either remain or proceed immediately, according to 
the instructions she may find there from you. In case we should determine on de* 
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spatching another vessel after the Lavandeira,'' we shall write to you by her what 
it will be necessary to do. 

If you should meet with any vessel belonging to this, your house, in want of any 
thing, we hope you will assist her to the utmost of your power ; and you may also 
demand assistance, should you be similarly circumstanced ; for all the Captains 
have directions to that effect, and you are also particularly recommended to the 
factor at Gallinas. 

Accompanying this, we transmit to you the papers relating to the vessel; 
namely, the Certificate of ownership. Muster-roll, Clearance, and Register. These 
you will endeavour to keep together, for fear of their being mislaid. We also serwl 
the contract of the crew, an account of the cargo, and another of the provisions, 
which we enclose to you for your guidance. 

Relying upon your ability and vigilance for the success of the undertaking, we 
do not doubt that your care and foresight will endeavour to supply, in case any un- 
foreseen circumstance should take place, any want of more specific instructions 
from us, acting in the same manner as if the business were your own ; we therefore 
conclude, remaining your most obedient humble servants, and affectionate friends; 

(Signed) P. M. & Co. 



No. 6. — Letter from the same to Dan Joz6 H. Almarez. 

(Duplicate.) Havana^ September 15th, 1838. 

Sir, — By the American brig ** Marj/ Jane,** which sailed on the 1st 
instant, we transmitted to you our correspondence up to that day, entrusted to the 
care of Don Cristoval Aragon. We now write by the opportunity of the American 
brig ** Comet,** on board of which we have embarked, consigned to you, two hun- 
dred and ninety jars of rum, as appears by the annexed bill of lading, granted by 
the Captain of the brig, H. Dickmson, which, on its arrival, you will have the 
goodness to receive, and apply to the concern under your charge, on account and 
at the risk of which we make tliis invoice. 

We have just learned the an-ival at Camarioca of the schooner " Amahle Sa- 
lomey* belonging to Blanco and Carballo. When we have had the pleasure to 
receive your letters, we will answer them, if there be time, by the " Comet** 

According to what Blanco and Carballo say, they send this vessel with rum and 
tobacco to their factory ; but as she had room left in her stowage, they offered to 
take our demijohns, so that we have availed ourselves of the opportunity. It has 
not been possible to embark the planks which you asked for, but, as they are ready, 
they shall go by the first vessel. 

The day before jesterday we had the pleasure to hear of the arrival of the " Cfeo- 
patra** now the " Lavandeira,* at Guanimar, from the River Pongas. We ex- 
pect her cargo here to-morrow. 

If you sent any letter of importance by the " Rosalia^* and did not send a dupli- 
cate, we are sorry to inform you that she was taken on the south side of the island ; 
and therefore whatever letters you may have written to us have not come to our 
hands. 

The " Dido** has not made her appearance, nor any other vessel from Onim ; 
but we hope that the " Alexander,* as soon as she has landed the merchandize, 
which she carries for the " Papagayo** at that place, will proceed to your port to 
deliver to you the eighty hogsheads of tobacco, which will suffice you for the pre- 
sent. Nevertheless, we have just sent for some more from Orleans, for the purpose 
of shipping it off when you mention that you require it, or we should be of opinion 
that you do. But what we shall despatch to you, as soon as possible, is some rum, 
which you will want much sooner, notwithstanding the shipment we now make 
to you. 

We remain, your most affectionate friends, and very obedient servants, 

(Signed) PEDRO MARTINEZ & CO. 

Bill of Lading enclosed in the last Letter. 

I, Mr. Pickinson, Captain of the American brig ^' Comet,** now riding at an- 
chor in this port of the Havana, and about to sail for the anchorage of uallinas, 
declare, that I have received on board of the said vessel, from Messrs, Pedro Mar- 
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tinez & Co., 290 demijohns of rum, which I acknowledge to have been delivered 
at the vessers side> in a satisfactory manner. In the same state, as soon as I ar- 
rive in safety with the said vessel, I oblige myself to deliver them at the aforesaid 
port, or at that in which my register may be accomplished, to Don Jos6 H. Alva-^ 
rez ; who, on my faithfully delivering the same, is to satisfy me for the freight and 
carriage, in the sum of four reals for each, payable in the Havana, as soon as advice 
18 received of my faithful delivery of the goods. For the accomplishment of which 
I oblige my person and goods, according to the practice and law of commerce, 
Bifirninfi: four of this tenor, one to be accomplished. 
^ (Signed) H.DICKINSON. 

Havana, September 15th, 1838. 

I will not be answerable for damage or breakages. 



No. 7. — Letter from the Same to the Same. 

(Duplicate.) 

Seflor Don Jose H. Alvarez^ Gallinas. 

Havana, September I9th, 1838. 
Esteemed Friend, 

We have just received your two esteemed letters of July, without the date 
of the day, by the ^'Salome ;'' and as the " Comet'' will sail to-morrow, we avail 
ourselves of the opportunity to answer them. 

We rejoice at the happy arrival at your port of the " Constanza,^* Captain Juan 
Prats, and at the pains ne was taking to send her back as soon as possible ; on 
which account, in a few days we shall expect her return. 

We are happy that you received the articles which we sent to you by the said 
sdiooner " Conatanza,^' accoi-ding to the demand you made for them. Whatever 
you require, whether provisions or other articles, you may always send us lists of 
requfeition, in order that there may be no mistake, and that none of the essential 
or necessary articles be wanting. We are also pleased, that all the remittances of 
money by the " Cmistanza' were delivered to the persons for whom they were 
respectively intended, proper receipts being taken. 

We approve of the idea which you had of buying the pilot-boat ** Feliz,^' for she 
was a good vessel ; but we see that it could not have been carried into effect, in 
consequence of the event which took place of her being lost. 

At the same time we hear with satisfaction the arrival at your port of the " Ve- 
loz^ and approve of your determination to apply the rum which she carried to that 
commerce ; as well as that the other articles, contained in the account that accom- 
panies this letter, should go on in the vessel to her destination at Onim ; and that 
by her you would Avrite whatever you may consider of importance, and whether 
you thought that the factor at that place would require a vessel or not. 

We perceive that the " Feroz Africano^ of (Jadiz, had just arrived at that 
anchorage, but find that you still had not received the letters of Don Pedro. You 
will do well to attend to whatever observations he may make to you at any time. 

By the contents of your two above-mentioned letters, relative to the request that 
we made to you, to give us what information you could of the proceedings of 
Don Francisco R. Rodriguez, when he thought proper to delay giving up to you 
that establishment, in spite of the order of the master of it, and the principal of 
our house, we most sincerely thank you ; as well as for the information which you 
furnished to us touching the cargo of slaves (bultos) which the said Rodriguez 
sent by the schooner '* Vonstanza" as a speculation of his own, while he was still 
in charge of that establishment, and on that account prohibited from any private 
speculation. 

Although it is now two months since the said Rodriguez arrived, and since we 
asked him for the accounts which he ought to have balanced, in order that they 
might be definitively settled between us, he has not yet presented them for that 
purpose ; but some day or other he must do so, and we hope that they will be in 
such a state that we may be able to come to some arrangement with him ; for if 
he do not, as far as appears at present, we have discovered enough of him to prevent 
anypossibility of our passing it over. ^ • 

We have noticed the unfortunate occurrence that took place at the embarka- 
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tion of the cargo of the " Veterano" — the loss of the slaves (bultos) on tiie bar of 
the river. But as it could not be avoided, no more can be said about it. 

We see with pleasure the bappy arrival at your port of the American brig 
'* Ateccander'' and that she had landed, and you had received, tbe eighty fa<^h€»d0 
cf tobacco which we sent by her on account of her commerce, but regret very 
much the damage done to those hogsheads at the bottom of ihe hold. We also 
saw that this vessel had sailed for Bahia, according to the instructions of the fiietor 
at Onim, and are glad that you assisted Captain Hill with the provisioits ti^at yoa 
mention. 

We are of opinion that the business of factories on that coast, at least for the 

E resent, will suffer' very much from competition ; but as we do not think that there 
as been so much perseverance as you have shown in the bu^ess under your ^irec* 
tion, it appears to us that the others will not be permanent ; for undertakings of 
such a nature require the greatest attention, and also, above all, ample funds ; and 
as no one can reckon upon what you will possess successively, we flatter ourselves 
that at last the business under your charge will become, owing to your ability and 
vigilance, the principal one for commercial transactions. Do not, however, neglect 
to inform us of every thing that takes place. 

Besides the factory under Riera and Grassi, it appears that Aragon, who went 
out in the " Mary Jane," took merchandise vrith him to establish a business for 
those of Abarzuza and Azopardo ; but from the reasons just stated, we do not think 
that this need alarm you beyond a certain point, and particularly as we reckon 
upon the foresight, with which you will endeavour to thwart their views. 

If we are so fortunate as to find that the " Constanza'' arrives soon, we shall 
send her back at once, fearing that, unless you wrote to Onim for the " f^eloz,^' or 
some of the other schooners to return, after despatching the '* Constanza " you may 
be in want of a vessel ; and if the " Constanza'' should not arrive soon, we wifi 
send off the first that comes. 

Having nothing further to commimicate for the present, we remain. 

Yours, &c. 
(Signed) PEDRO MARTINEZ, & Co. 



No. 8. — Letter from the Same to the Same. 
(Original.) Havana, September 26, 1888. • 

Setlor Don Jose H. Alvarez, GaSinas. 

Esteemed Friend, 

We forward to you the duplicates of our last of the 15th and 19th current, 
of which the originals were sent by the American vessel ** Comet,'' which sailed on 
the 20th. 

We avail ourselves of the opportunity of the brig *• Veterano," whose captain, 
our friend Don Angel Jimenez, has our instructions, in his passage along the 
coast to the place bf his destination, to touch at your port, and deliver to you our 
letters ; but if it should so happen that you should be without a vessel, and should 
have 400 or 500 slaves (bultos) actually ready, the captain is desired to put his 
vessel at your disposal, and deposit in your hands the merchandise which he carries, 
which he will re-embark in the first vessel which we may send to take in cargo at 
that factory ; and instead of her doing so, the said Jimenez may continue his voyage 
in her to the plac^ of his destination. 

As there are other persons interested in the undertaking of the *' Veterano," 
although it might easily be settled, nevertheless we should vnsh that, only in the 
event of your having the said quantity of slaves (bultos) actually prepared, you 
should make use of her ; but in that case do not hesitate to do so, for, although 
the moment the ** Constanza" arrives from thence, and the " Dido" from Onim, 
we shall despatch them to you, still, for fear anything should occur, you ought to 
seize the opportunity to prevent the accumulation of slaves (bultos) where you are. 

From the aforesaid Jimenez, you will learn the order of the destination of the 
said expedition, which we have confided to his charge. In going, he will touch at 
the Pongo, or your coast, with a view to buying rice for his return passage. If 
there should be any difficulty in procuring the necessary quantity, and you should 
happen to have any left, which you can spare, or any other assistance which you 
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ean give the said Jimenez, we shall he obliged by your giving it to him, provided 
it cause no detriment to the concern under your chiurge. Besides the '' Veteranoy' 
as a sequel to the same undertaking, we intend to despatch the " Lavandeira,'\hT- 
merly tae " Inez,'' in twenty or twenty-five days, which, in going to Bras (which 
is her destination), will touch at your port, to leave our letters, should anything 
paiticular occur to be communicated to you. 

We are momently expecting the " Consttmzay'* from what you were so good as^ 
to write to us by the ^' Saiomey' but are rather anxious, in consequence of the late 
lieavy gales, which, following the equinox, have taken place during the last few 
day^ and have caused the loss of several vessels ; but there is at the same time this 
advantage, that there is but insignificant care taken, but the moment the stormy 
weather is passed, vigilance is redoubled, as is always the caae. 

Having nothing further to communicate at present, and hoping soon to hear frnm 
you, we remain, 

Your, &C, 
(Signed) PEDRO MARTINEZ & Co. 



No 9. — Letter from Messrs. Blanco mwl Carvallo to Don Tomas Rodnques 

Buron. 

(Duplicate.) Havana, September 13, 1838. 

Don Tomas R. Buron, GaUinas. 

Much esteemed Sib and Friend, 

We forward to you a copy of the statement of cost and refitment in Cadiz 
of the brig " Feroz AfricanOy' sent out to that destination by our mutual friend 
Don Pedro Martinez, at the end of the month of June last, the final expenses of 
i?^ch, according to the said statement, are 19,963 dolls. 20 rls. ; and as you are 
interested in Imf the vessel, we have debited you with your proportion, namely, 
9,981 dolls. 60 rls., and also with 798 dolls. 62 rls., the amount of tlie difference of 
exchange at the rate of eight per cent, according to the currency of Cadiz. 

It is very clear that this new charge, united to the preceding one which we made 
for the purchase here of the said vessel, the merchandise which the '* Emprendedor " 
carried, and the result of the voyage to Malaga, forms half of the total cost of fitting 
out the ** Feroz Africano,'' in which you are particularly interested, without notic- 
ing the occurrences to Cadiz, in which, according to the statement of our friend 
IV^rtinez, the Captain, Don Miguel Bertinote, was principally concerned ; for 
which, and the great and annoying expenses occasioned thereby, on the vessel's 
sailing from thence to your port, we think that our friend ought to make him 
answerable. 

With regard to making use, or not, of the aforesaid " Feroz" we do not see any 
necessity for our giving you any directions ; you, being one of the persons prin- 
cipally interested, and holding an equal rank in the firm which we represent, will 
doubtless decide upon what maybe most advantageous, according to circumstances; 
it being an undertaking of so much consequence, and one in which you are so 
personally interested. You must, however, bear in mind that, whatever may be 
the result of despatching this vessel, it has not taken place according to our opinion; 
for, as we told you before, our idea was to employ her in some legal voyages, until 
you asked for her, for the purpose of bringing here the proceeds of the merchandise 
sent to you by the " JSmprendedor ;" and certainly we should have abided by that 
determination, even though you had delayed asking for her, for one or two years. 
But our friend Martinez, to whom also we owe deference, as a person concerned in 
a fourth of the undertaking, wrote to us to send her to Cadiz with sugar; 
which was done accordingly. But the most extraordinary thing is, that he 
then writes to us, on no- account to seijd any more vessels to that place for the 
same purpose, when we should certainly not have done so at all, if he had not 
expressly asked us to do it. 

Judging impartiaUy, and speaking' unreservedly, it appears to me, that he ought 
not to have sent off* the " Feroz Afticano " with so much precipitation ; but, on 
the contrary, should have detained her at Cadiz till the beginning of October, as he 
well knew the number of vessels with which you were occupied. But when 
Business becomes complicated, it appears that the Devil blindfolds our eyes, in order 
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to clench the nail. There is nothing extraordinary in that ; I hope, however, that 
as the affair proceeds towards its tenninatidfr, God will make it more propitious 
to us. 

We have purchased the *' Esparlero*^ at auction for 3100 dollars, and are pre- 
paring her for what she may answer for, or else to sell her to advantage. 

The '' Re^ohicum " arrived on the Ist instant, and is discharging her cargo* 
She has brought nearly to the amount of 3800 dollars. 

We have dready advertised her for Cadiz and Barcelona, intending to despatch 
her from the 5th to the 10th of October, with what freight can be procured. For, 
only in case of finding it necessary to get rid of it, shall we embark any sugar on 
our oWn account, or for the purpose of providing funds for our friend Martinez in 
Cadiz, as bills upon London keep up at 15 per cent premium. 

We have not endeavoured to sell the *' Resohcion, * for she has now stood us in 
a price that nobody will pay, what with cutting down her masts, and her arrival at 
Cuba. However, there is no merchant vessel superior to her. Her only fault is 
that the cabin is too small, and cannot accommodate many passengers, which is 
what ffives most profit just now. Neither are we anxious to sell her, till we can 
see whether she is likely to repay us anything for the great outlay that we have 
made for her, by sending her a few voyages first. 

We are going to send the " Trmmfante'' to New Orleans, to take in cotton for 
Barcelona ; for we think that in this article you will be able to make a better bargain 
than by sugar. She will touch at Cadiz to receive orders from our friend Martinez, 
in case you should think fit to communicate any to him relative to the said vessel, 
or her going to any other place, to take a flag which may not have been worn out 
by the Seflor Martinez de la Rosa. 

The " Amahle SahmS'* we are expecting daily. May God bring her happily, 
and preserve you as well and happy as your affectionate friends desire. 

The 17th. — We have the pleasure to announce to you that yesterday we received 
agreeable news of the safe arrival at Camarioca of tne ** Neuva Amahle S(Uome,** 
although we did not hear the number of slaves (bultos) which she disembarked. 
In order to ascertain it, our Carvallo proceeds to-morrow to Matanzas, and will 
endeavour to sell them there, if he can do it to advantage. 

We have not yet received the letters. Do not, therefore, be surprised at our not 
answering them by this American brig *^ Comet/* which we are sending to our 
mutual fnend^ your conmiercial brother, Don Ignacio P. Rolo, with tobacco and 
other effects which he had asked for. 

Having nothing further to mention at present. 

We remain, &c. 

(Signed) B. AND C. 



Enclosure in No, 9. 
(JDupUcate.) 

Statement of the Total Cost of the Brig '' Feroz Africano,'* Captain Don 
Miguel Bertinote, in her Voyage from hence to Gallinas^ consigned to Don 
Pedro Blanco. 



:1 



Value which I affix on this vessel, in the state she was in, which sum I ^arantee 

Messrs. Blanco and Carhallo « . , 

For sea-tools applied to this vessel ..... 
Gratifications to the Portuguese Consul, the Commissioner of our own nation, the Com- 

mandant of Marine, and other persons concerned in despatching this vessel . 

Compensation to Capcra for his time ..... 



Accounts of the Captain « • • . 

Advances ...... 

To Capera's account of the rigging, cotton things, and the like 
To Pordam's account of casks .... 

Pilotage . ... 

Noviega's account for planks for the deck • • 

Guvierre's do. for biscuits .... 

ForOggrs. ofdiet ..... 

Guvierras, for stores . • , • . 

Chira, for cartage ..... 

Ptirodi for labour • • . . • 

Carried forward • 



Realf. 

25 241 
16 880 
SO 261 

4 793 

1 539 30 

1 015 20 
6 535 

900 

2 060 
1 660 
I 144 






10 




92 028 60 



DolUrt. 

6 000 
139 55 
750 
100 



6 989 55 
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Brought forward 
Vdcs Rubin, bill for iron . ♦ . , 

£lers, fbr repairing instruments • ; 

Provisions for the sailors' mess • . • 

Zulueta, for gunpowder • . « 

Beca, account for sails • • • • 

Bemejo, do. for water and other things • 

Tiana, do. for wood • . . . 

Bozo, do. for cordage « • « 

Soto, do. for casks • • * • 

Fernandez, do. for iron-w<»k • • 

For the small boat • • • • 

Montal, for naval stores • • » 

Zacasuga, for the cook-house • • 

For irons for do. ... , 

Roeiool, aeooont for rice . • • • 

Maten, do. for grocery . • 

I^bo, do. for tin-ware • . 

Joster, for paint . . * , 

Espachini, do. • • • . 

For sawing staves for casks 
21 barrels of salt beef 

Astiparti, account for boards • • • 

Trigoyen, do. for arms • • • 

Acampo, for a mast • • • . 

Lomergan, for cask-staves and hoops * 
For the launch • • • • . 

For cartage of 40 packages of iron hoops for casks 
Duty of 10 per cent, on the staves of the casks • 

4 baskets of coals . « • • 

A carbine • • . • • 

Paid to the major-domo for the daily expenses, in different sums 
For taking a-board the crockery-ware • • 

Fees to health-officers, Captain of port, and on sailing 
Duty on 1000 cigars charged in the sea-register • 
Waterman's bill • • • • 

2 pipes of wine • • , ♦ ^ 

14 barrels of rum • • • « 

2 demijohns of aniseed brandy • • • 

Provisions purchased in the market • • 

Do. do. do. • • • 

A launch backwards and forwards to the ship « 
Provisions purchased in the market « • 

Do. do. do. • • 

Paid on passport bein^ returned • • • 

To the Captain, for liUbourers' wages on the last day 
Advances to the cooper • • • • 

To the light-house • • • • 

For fresh meat, and putting up again the salt meat • 
Biscuits • • • • • 

Messages and sundry minor expenses * ^ 

Gratification to the Pilots Francisco and Pedro Bonieta 
A felucca that carried a-board the order to hoist the flag 
For raising the anchor • • 

For raising the large anchor • • • 

Expense of anchor in depth of stowage • 

To La Barca for sundries for delivering suspicious articles 
To our firiend Joaquim for 5 double days' work • 
To Don J. C. for (trasbordo) • . • 

Custom-house expenses and sundry cartages • 
Don Miguel Garcia*s account • • « 



Be«lf. 

92 028 
850 
80 

26 202 

600 
15 669 

1 194 

2 100 
6 833 
2 958 
5 



2 210 

4 210 
6 130 
401 
9 167 

807 
166 
790 
797 
486 
8 400 

603 
2 985 
6 400 

5 509 

1 369 
40 
420 
128 

80 
020 
271 
647 
ISO 
580 
000 
400 
90 
66 
45 
423 
66 
80 
60 
900 
750 
100 
640 
495 
200 




2 




1 
1 









1 














480 

40 

340 

80 

110 

12 749 

200 

640 

343 

637 





4 



60 




22 
06 

17 
17 
24 

19 
17 





17 
17 

17 


17 







18 

























17 
21 



236 324 



Gratifications in the office of the Maritime' Captain-General, in that of the Senor Naval 
Commandant, to the person who interceded with the English Consul to smooth things 
as far as possible — (k el que ha intervenido con el Consul Ingles para lizar hasta 
donde fuese posible lo de otros procedimientos cuales no los primitivos) • • 

For commission on 19 381 75 dolls, at 3 per cent, of the value • • 

Total value in dollars « • « • 

DistribuHon* 

To Messrs. Blanco and Carvallo for the share of three*fourths of the undertaking • 
To the subscribers for the share of one-fourth part ^ « • • • 

Cadig^ I9ih July, 1838. 



BoUars. 
6 989 5S 



11 816 20 



576 



19 381 75 
561 45 



19 963 -20 



14 972 40 
4 990 80 



19 963 20 
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NJB. The assurers have signed papers binding them to satisfy the persons con- 
cerned, to whom copies are not sent, as time does not permit. 

: (Signed) .TEDRQ MARTINEZ. 



No. 10. — Letter from the Same -to Don Ignacw Perez R0IO. 

..... 

Original per " Comet.'' . . • 

Duplicate per '* Veterano'' ... 

Seiior Don Ignacio Perez Rolo, Gailiniis. 

Sir, ' Havana, Xlth September, 1838. 

In consequence of the request which we made to Messfs. M. S. Cuculla, 
Lapeyre, and Co. of New Orleans, to freight a vessel tliere on account of you, and 
send her to this port, with forty hogsheads of tobacco, a.few days ago the American 
brigantine " Comet,' Captain Dickinson, arrived with the said tobacco, and made 
up by those gentlemen exactly in the manner expressed in the accompanying 
contract. 

On that account we have embarked here the remaining articles mentioned in the 
annexed note and bill of lading, reserving for scnother' opportunity sending the 
different invoices with the cost and expenses of the whole. We also send you, in 
the " Comet,'' a barrel of small cigars, ivhich your brother Don Jeronimo delivered 
to us for that purpose. The rum -goes in quarter casks, barrels, and ankers. 
This arrangement was indispensable, 'in order to avail ourselves of the whole 
stowage of the vessel ; and that we might not pay' freight uselessly, we have aug- 
mented the equivalent of the thirty pipes which you haVe asked for, in your note 
already mentioned, and have added a double number of bars of iron, and 300 boilers 
of the same metal, which we think '^l not be injurious to the traffic to which you 
destine that merchandise. 

We have also received, on freight 290 demjohns ,of rum from. Messrs. Pedra 
Martinez and Co., which they will pay for at the rate of four reals each, when we 
receive here the news of 'the arrival aftd delivery of them at your port, when we 
will credit the amount to.you, and advi§e you pf it.' 

Yesterday we had the gratification to hear from Matanzas the safe arrival at 
Camarioca^of the " Nueva Amahle Salome^" in consequence of which our partner, 
Don Lino, starts to-morrow in the steamer*** Alm&ndares," in order to take charge 
of the slaves (bultos), wliich.may have1i)een landed, and try if possible to dispose 
of them advantageously on the spot. , , . . 

We have nothing more to- comnmnicate at present, except again assuring you 
that we are your most affectionate friends, and faithful servants. 

As soon as the 290 jar^ of ruip, wliich tKe '' Comet " takes to the consignment 
of Don Jozfe H. Alvazez, have been delivered, you will have the goodness to require 
from him an order for the payment here of the freight, and remit it to us. 

The 26th. — By the American brig " Comet,[' which we despatched to you oh the 
20th instant, with the tobaccQ and other articles which you asked for, we had the 
pleasure to inform you of the happy arrival at Camarioca of the " Nueva Amable 
Salome," and now that we have received your two esteemed letters, which yoa 
sent by that vessel on the 30th of July, we make use of the first opportunity to 
answer them, which is th|it afforded by the brig " Veterano," which will touch at 
your port. Among the many particulars of which they inform us, our attention has 
been particularly called to the serious illness of our mutual friend, the principal of 
our establishment, SeQor Don Pedro, who notwithstanding, has himself written ta 
us, and mentioned that he was better. Nevertheless we shall be by no means 
tranquil till we hear that he is perfectly restored to his former good health. 

The aforesaid " Saiom6," did not land at Camarioca more than 253 slaves, 
(bultos) of whom twenty-seven were sick, and seven of them died soon after they 
were landed. There alsQ perished during the voyage, seventy-four others, so that we 
shall with difficulty get back the cost of the enterprise ; for we have to account for 
the fourteen that were sent as ffeight, belonging to Don Mariano Dias, Don 
Joaauim Sanchez, Don Joze de Abarzuza, and Don Francisco de Grass6. 

The captidn said in answer to the observations and accusations that were made 
against him,] that there werie about 100 slaves (bultos), embarked at your port 
infected with the putrid fever, and that all the precautions that he could use on 
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boafd did not suffioe to 8tq> fte mortality, so that we may say that only half hare 
been saved of the niraiber that ought to have been yielded by the abundant and 
well^^assorted barter put on board, calculated to produce more than 400 slaves 
(buhos). But, my friend, tl^ undertaking was ours ; and on that account, or &r 
tome other reason, which it is impossible for us to guess, it could not end other* 
wise ; therefore let us bear it patiently. 

As we have already said, the *^Comef' is on her way to you with the merchandise 
which you asked for ; and as you also wished that we shouM send to you, a month 
later, an American private boat, able to carry 250 or 300 slaves, (bultos) to embark 
the return cargo, we have taken care to purchase one, on purpose to send it to yoa 
with sonde rum and tobacco prepared witn the greatest economy. 

We shall also most scrupulously take care that the said vessel takes her pwers 
in form ; so that she may run no more risk, when she has to toudi at Cape de Verd 
to change her rag. 

As yet the Captain of the '* Salome,*^ has not delivered to us the little box which 
yoii mention, and which contains the two horns and the tail of the elephant, and 
which we intend to have set, the larger in silver and the other in ^old, in the same 
way as a snuff-^box, with little chains at the end ; as also the tail m gold, giving it 
greater length, so as to be able to hold it conveniently by the hand. As soon as 
the box is in our possession, we shall take care to have everything done in the way 
that I have meirtioned, and as soon as it has been performed, we shall send the 
things back to you by the first opportunity. 

We shall direct the tailor to attend with his account of the clothes, which some 
time back Don Vincente Fernandez ordered him to make for you, and as soon as 
we have paid him, shall debit you with the amount of seventy-four dollars accord- 
ing to your instructions. 

\Ve will also use all diligence in procuring the black cook, which you request us 
to provide for you ; and if we succeed to your satisfaction, shall pack him oflF with 
a good battery of cooking utensils. 

We shall be glad to hear that you have received in due course what the 
schooner " J^ehz'' took for you. 

In a few days we shall settle the business of the *' Nueva Amable Sahme ^ we 
shaU credit you with what bdongs to you for management, and shall also liquidate 
the four slaves (bultos) on freight bek>nging to Don Francisco de Grassi in ready 
money, to remit it to him by the first opportunity according to his orders. 

Having no space left for more, we repeat that we are your most affectionate 
friends, as always. 

As yet they have not come to receive any one of the accounts of the cargo em- 
barked in the *^ Cometh on which account we do not send to you by this oppor- 
tunity the respective merchandize, but shall do so soon. 

(Signed) B. & C. 

We have insured in this first Company, from danger from the elements, 
12,000 dollars upon the before-mentioned merchandize sent by the *' Cometh at 
2| per cent, which amoimt, that of the bill of lading, and our commission, figure 
in the account opened for their goods. 

Charter Tarty enclosed in No. 10. 

Original per '' Comet.'* 
Duplicate per '* Veterano.'' 

Between Captain Don Henry Dickinson, Master of the American brig " Comety^ 
of the burthen of 118 tons, anchored in this port of New Orleans, and Messrs. 
M. S, Cuculla, Lapeyre, and Co^ representatives of Messrs. Blanco and Carballo, 
Merchants of the Havana, it was agreed as follows : — 

Don Henry Dickinson, engages and fi'eights the whole of the hold of his vessel, 
excepting only what is requisite for carrying water, and other provisions for the 
crew, for a voyage from this port to. GaUinas, on the coast of Africa, touching at 
the Havana, at which last named place the vessel will be consigned absolutely to 
Messrs. Blanco and Carballo. 

The vessel will take on board at this port 40 hogsheads of tobacco, and will 
receive at the Havana the remainder of her cargo, in whatever effects Messrs. 
Blanco and Carvallo may please, excepting only suCh articles as are prohibited by 
the laws of the United States. Captain Dickinson shaU be permitted to receive on 
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board for the Havana,. after taking the 40 hogsheads of tobacco, whatever cargo 
may offer itself as freight, provided he defray the port duties at Havana. Captain 
Dickinson shall remain 30 vrorking days at the Havana to load, and at Gallinas to 
unload, without counting Sundays, but reckoning all other feasts. The laying 
days shall commence from the day on which the vessel is ready to receive cacgo at 
the Havana. For every day beyond the 30 stipulated for, the Captain shall 
receive 20 dollars. 

Messrs. Blanco and Carballo will afford in the Havana to the aforesaid Captain, 
without charging him commission, all 'the good offices and assistance, whicn are 
customary on the part of the consigners of a vessel. 

The freight agreed upon for the whole voyage, from hence to Gallinas, is 400P 
dollars ; of which the Captain shall receive in the Havana 1000, and the remaining 
3000 in Gallinas, in a bill at short date on the above mentioned Messrs. Blanco 
and Carballo, who engage to honour it accordingly. 

The Captain jjball consign himself in Gallinas to the person or persons to whom 
Messrs. Blanco and Carballo may direct him. 

At Gallinas the vessel will not approach nearer the port than her safety 
requues ; and the cargo shall be delivered at the side of the vessel in the bay : the 
Captain being only accountable for putting it into the launches and boats sent to 
receive it. 

For the faithful fulfilling this contract both parties engage ; the undersigned, 
M. S. CucuUa, Lepeyre, and Co., guaranteeing that which belongs to Messrs. 
Blanco and Carballo. 

Made in duplicate at New Orleans, the 30th of August, 1838. 

(Signed) HENRY DICKINSON. 

M. S. CUCULLA, LAPEYRE, & Co. 

Bill of Lading enclosed in No. 10. 

I, Don Henry Dickinson, Captain of the American brig *' Cornet,^' now riding 
at anchor in this port of the Havana, about to sail for Uie coast of Malagueta, 
declare that I have received on board the same vessel, from Messrs. Blanco and 
Carballo, on account of, and at the risk of Don Ignacio Perez Rolo, the effects 
mentioned in the margin, which have been delivered to my satisfaction. In the 
same condition, as soon as I shall have arrived safely in the said vessel, I oblige 
myself to deliver them at the side of the vessel in the said port, or in that in which 
my register may be considered accomplished, to the said S^fior Don Ignacio Perez 
Rolo, or his Attorney, who, on my faithfully delivering the same, will satisfy me 
for the freight and carriage according to the Charter party, to the accomplishment 
of which I bind my person and goods, according to the practice and law of com* 
merce, signing four of this tenor, one only to be accomplished. 

(Signed) HENRY DICKENSON. 

Havana^ \9>th September^ 1838. 

Contents of Margin. 

15 cases containing 300 guns. 
315 packages of powder. 

4 cases containing 40 dozen cutlasses. '\ 
1 „ containing 25 dozen knives. 

1 „ containing 100 pieces of blue baft, 

2 „ with 160 pieces of coloured satin-stripe (carranclanes). 

3 bundles with 105 pieces of madapollams. 
1 „ with 25 pieces of madapollams. 

1 bale, 17 dozen knives, and 12 dozen caps. 

1 „ with 13 dozen caps. 

2 cases, with 34 dozen looking glasses, and 20 dozen pairs of razors. 
300 half bars of iron, containing 41 ggs. 291bs. 

14G bars of iron. 

1 case, with 20 dozen padlocks. 

300 pots, with 1500 lbs. of iron (12 broken). 

40 barrels, containing 51 ,761 lbs. of tobacco. 

30 quarter casks of rum. 
197 ankers of ditto. 

60 loading barrels of ditto. 

2 sample parcels of tobacco. 
1 barrel of cigars. 
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No. 11. — Letter ftom the Same to Don. T. R. Buron. 

SeHor Don Thomas. Rodriguez Buron, Gallinas. 

Sir, Havana, 26M September, 1838. 

By the ** Nueva Amahle SaIom4** we received your always agreeable letter 
of the 24th of last July. 

Immediately on your desiring us to remit to Paris the 300 dollars to your sister, 
we wrote to intrust that remittance to Messrs. Zulueta and Co., of London, who 
eflfected it, as you will have seen by our last advices ; and the amount of expense 
we also communicated to you at that time. 

We also informed you, by that opportunity, of the share of 1000 dollars which 
our principal partner made over to you in the cargo of the '" Nueva Amable 
Salome'' It would have been better for you if you had not taken it, for the 
business wears a most unfavourable aspect ; so much so, that although the vessel 
arrived safely, we shall scarcely get back our outlay ; for out of the small number 
embarked, there died 81 during the voyage and shortly after landing. 

The sale was effected at Matanzas at an average of 306 dollars ; the third part 
in cash, and the rest at eight months. The buyers are perfectly safe. The sick, 
who were twenty in number, brought 2303 dollars, 4 reals. 

As soon as payment has been made, which will be in a few days, we will send 
you an account of the proceeds, which have been placed to your credit on account 
of your share. 

By Don Angel Jimenez we remit to you, in three packets, labelled with your 
name, 125 ounces of gold (doubloons) of the Republican mint, of which the value, 
at the rate of 16 dollars each, and one per cent, premium in addition, amounts to 
2020 dollars, and is debited in your accounts. Have the goodness to watch the 
arrival of the brig " Veterano^ in order to receive from the said Jimenez the 
above-mentioned ounces (doubloons) which are partly in small gold. 

(Signed) B. & C. 

Separately we enclose the bill of lading signed by the Captain, Jimenez, for the 
2000 dollars above mentioned ; for, to obviate prejudicial occurrences, the Captain 
will not sign it till the moment of sailing. 



No. Vl.'-^Letttr from Lino Carvallo (a partner in the house of Messrs. Blanco 
& Carvallo) to Von T.R. Buron. 

Seflor Don T. R. Buron, for his landlord, (para su patron,) Gallinas. 
My Esteemed Friend, Havana, September 26t7i, 1838. 

All the pleasure that I have felt at the happy arrived of the " Salome' was 
turned into the greatest affliction, when I received by her, a few .days afterwards, 
your always desired letter of 1st August, which informed me of the severe illness 
with which you were still afflicted, after having been at the point of death ; and I 
can assure you, with all the great affection and sincerity which mark the interest 
which I take in your valuable existence, that I shall not be satisfied till I receive 
later intelligence, by the first vessel which arrives from thence, announcing your 
complete recovery, in order that you may make your preparations for returning to 
this country as soon as possible, so as to be no more exposed to the action of that 
deadly climate, in which I cannot see any occasion for your remaining any longer, 
even though our interests were to go to the devil ; for these are of comparatively 
little consequence in such cases, even with regard to others, who are not of so 
much importance as, thanks to God, you are. ft is high time that you should now 
return to the bosom of your family, to attend to your interests, and repose youi-self 
aft;er.the horrors of the life you have led in that dreadful place. For, if necessity 
obliged you to seek your subsistence in that desert, where you have been exposed 
to so many risks and privations, it is now essential and indispensable that you 
decide upon returning to enjoy the fruit of your labours, without waiting till there 
is no longer hope of your doing so ; for sooner or later, sickness will get the better 
of us. With regard to what business may be in the course of transaction, if the 
presence of your friend Buron and the other persons employed, be not sufficient, it 
will be easy, after your return here, to send from hence some one or more persons 
Class A. — Further Series. H 
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to follow up jWT -subsequent 'View«,Tand hovrever hiora&e the^e imght be, is of 
little importance in comparison with the risk you run. 

You are a husband and father ; and it is in no respect *fit for you to be deprived 
any longer of tte society of -thoie cacred bonds, more particularly as you are-fertu- 
nately 'possessed of the means of amply providing for your future ^ei^oyHKnt and 
happiness, as well as those of the sacred objects who claim yournmmediate rpresenoe 
aM protef^on. 

Pethops you nu^ think that I am taking a very great liberty in ui^ing my advice 
in this manner, and that you only are competent tto judge a£iwha,tjoMf be meat fit 
for you to do in your private affairs ; but as I consider that I hove the lumour to 
be your -tiineere friend) I*c«nnotand oughttootto refrain 'Smm e^qiressinginyself as 
I have done, 66 aYeturnfor the confidence and regard >wluch you have deserved at 
my hands.; ifor.the private affisction which I feel and, profess far you is totelly dis* 
tiiiet from, and uninfluenced by, the misunderstandings "and disagreements whidh 
unfortunately have appeared in our last-communications.; originating >on my ude, 
entirely in the wish to convince you, and free .myself from the recfponsibility in 
which I was plaeed by your repeated refHroaches, generally unfiiunded. Por as I 
have often said, you could not, at -such a distuiee, foresee the occurrenees whence 
originated the various subjects of your' criticism and reprobation. Besides the good 
intention of what I have done, and no one has denied it, but, on &e contrary ad- 
mitted that they had a great chance of ^success, whatever may have been the ultimate 
result, (and I must confess that misfortune has generally attended my efforts ;), 
still, notwithstanding that, the socid co-operation lias not, up^to the present time, 
been attended with loss^ or failed to produce substantial benefit in the eoul and 
movement of the different individual undertakings, without perhaps your being able 
to understand what this was principally owing to ; and youiiave there&re recurred 
to the numerous itemsof credits -which have so much ei^saged your attention, in 
spite of that being the first agent on whiiih all ihe mercantile pepplein the civilized 
world Tcckon for advancing and extending their commercial operations. 

Again, the fatality which attends me caused me to underteke, at the conclusion 
of oTu: social 'Compact, the businesiSvof Mendoza and his cousin 'Fernandez, in order 
the more > to perjdex me in an affair which 1 iiave never been aUe'to understend. 
For though I never gave them any reason to tconsider me asaifriend to their views, 
the vile and unworthy means which they used succeeded too well in injuring me ; 
particularly as you, being imposed upon by their abominable communications, were 
animated against me, and expressed yourself in terms really severe and uncalled 
for ; which indeed would have been unnecessary, even if vou had atiadied the 
greatest importence to the foolish. and wicked accounts, which those wretehes made 
use of to excite you. It would have been much more simple if you had ordered me 
to give over 'the estebli^hment to them, and ^settle my aeoounto with -them ; tfor 
indeed I am less interested thauTOu could imagine, when you thought that the re- 
sentment that I expressed, in consequence of such poweriiil reasons, proceeded from 
my imagining that there would soon be an end to the power whidh 1 possessed, and 
stfll possess, of dismissing the spy whenever you say the woi3. 

But let us leave this subject, on which I have said so much, in order to avoid 
repetitions which will make my letters troublesome to read; "for my wish, on the 
contrary is, that they may be agreeable to you, and^ttiat you may dwly be mor^ 
and more convinced by them, that if I have been capable of causing you any un- 
easiness with reference to these people, I was compelled to do^oin answer to (heir 
accusations, and that I am incapable of behaving with impropriety io a person Who 
has been long entitled to my gratitude. 

The pleasure also which T experienced at the arrival of the ^'Amdhle iSahmi^ 
has been turned to sorrow, as on her reaching TIfatanzas, I found that -the cargo 
which she had brought from your port had been reduced by the death of 81 slaves 
(bultos) during the voyage, including seven who met with the same fete at Ca- 
marioca, after being disembarked; so that the shipment will scarcely, or with 
difficulty, be free fit)m loss, after pa3'ing the insurance. 

As soon as I arrived at Matanzas, I sent my son Ramon to Camarfoca, in ihe 
steamer '^ JJmendaree" for the above cargo ; and aboard the same steamer, in the 
bay of Matanzas, I assembled flie diflferent purchasers, who came with the desire 
of doing business, and proceeded to sell the cai^o. In spite of the bad assortment 
and bad state of the merchandize, 1 succeeded advantageouiily in realizing the price 
of 306 dolls, for each slave (bulto) in the lump ; one-third in ready money, andliie 
rest at eight months' date. The buyers were these -.—Messrs. Hegules Pardo, and 
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Co.,^1b^ Salvwi«r Mhrtuutoi Md Bon* J^olian Znbtata^ wb<^jpiii% and in. a0Rdum 
have signed the hills for the pai-t payable in that way, and have paid us the amount 
agreed upon to be paid in cash ; so that, if the cargo had been even moderately 
good> we should.Iiav» had the sstfaiaetion to make a round bargain, for the seneurity 
of the debtoss m the- san^ie as if wa had the cash in hand. 

I am very glad to^hear that the -' Feroz-Afriecmo'' has arrived at your port^ £br 
I was very anxious on account of what took place at her. sailing from Cadis ; and I 
am persuaded that your deoisioxLta send her away immediately, because our friend 
Martinez had. despatched, her of hisownaccord^, will tell doubly in effecting her 
return as soon as possible ; so that we may hope to reinburse omselves for the great 
cost which she: has been to us, bj reason of the incidental expenses whidi yout are 
aware o£ With nsgaid to the Ciqrtain, Bertinote,. you will consider whether or 
notyou:wish to take measures against him». on account of his. conduct at Cadiz^, 
according: to what our friend.Martinaz^ wdtes^ fi-om tiience, from which it iqipears* 
&at ha is in. no w^ worthy of retaining, his employment, or of any other favKHur* 

I am also very anxious on account of the delay of the American schooner 
" TFashington" in which your cousin Don Vincante Femandex was foolish enough 
to embark;, for according towHb the Captaiaof the '^Amable SalomH*' informed 
me, it was another schooner which anchoi'ed in the bay on the day that the " Feroz 
Afrtcano' arrived there ; and the " JVashhxgtovL^ was 65 days out from this port ; 
for in spite of the vexation which this young, man has caused me, I should be sorry 
that any accident had happened to him on accoimt of his precipitate departure. 
Influenced by my regard, I cannot refrain &om beseeching yjou to lay aside your 
anger against him, and in case he should arrive in safety, ta receive him as well as 
20U would have done^ prei4ously to his giving you these last motives for resent- 
ment ; and I shall consiaer this adding a new favour to those I have received at 
your hands. 

As the house of Martinez has this moment sent to inform, me that liie '' Vete- 
Tono* sails to^^moraow, and. will touch at your port^ yx>u will excuse my not 
answering at present; your letter of the 25thi of June last : I ^lall have the pleasure 
to do so by the first opportunity. The '* TriumfarOe'' is now loading for New 
Orleans what there is of fi:^eight, and' some^ passengers^ for the purpose I men* 
tionedi 

I am also loading the ^*Rem>luoion!' for Cadiz^^ and Barcelona; but as this is the 
worst time: of the yeac^ tfaeieis- no fineight^ and I have been obliged to buy 150 cwt. 
of sugar to put at the bottom ofi ihe hold, for we, the loaders of vessels, are like 
women, who alwafs wish*, to plaoe themselves above,, and not below. 

The '' Prat " i& prepacing, and we^ may decide^ when she is ready, whether or 
not w«:shaU despateh* b« to the. south to fetch Conges, int which case Fenez, whom 
you.' reconmiended, wilL oommand h«; and Aragoa will go as mate> dividing 
between them the direction. 

We expect \ke '' MseorpiorC' daily^ from Cuba. According.to tlie last intelligence 
whick'wehaveo£ her proceedings at that pointy the consignees- had realized 137 
slaves (bultos) for 4JL,9S4 dolls., ofi wMoh 13,383 dolls* wa& in rea^y money; 
There remained at the hair 112;. ineluding'25 sock,, and there had died 98. 

We tliink of taking the* '^Amable Sahmf" for 5,000 dolls.,, for as she is a new 
vesselv West India built, and solidly constructedi^ she will always be worth the 
money, more or lese. 

Gx>H0eivingthatthepilotboat'' J^Tv^nte,'' with the- proceeds of the business 

dfthe aseocialiDa^ will bethe next, vessel that we shall have, we intend insuring 

. the paiit of its value,. I^at will be deaiied^ judgii^ by approximation, according to 

tiiemat,tw<r; and subsequently, at a future day, we will make the distribution of 

tiie piemium among those who wilL have to {my^ it. 

As to situation at the most convenient points, I take full care of that^ and also 
that whatemois broughtr in, is concentrated, at Trinidad ;. and I have the satisfac- 
tioBj ^ see thatt these paints are alse attended to, with Ihudable exactness and 
efficacy Qn:the'part.of tibeiee emplbyed under me. 

Thciexehange oao; London stuL keeps h^h'-'^t vt now at 15 per cent — and has 
ako' got. up at New^ Yerk ta II per cent, so Ihat now there is no.advantage in 
taking ilmkdL States*^ papeit 

Aciffi^ the beat r^jeras ^ my wife and: family, imd be assured of the invariable 
affiictian o£ one,. wUo' desixeai yauo better health,^ and ha& the pleasure to profess 
himself ycm: aancm» fitdend^ 

(Signed) L. C. 

H2 
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No. 13.— Letter from Messrs. Blanco and CarvaUo to Don Mariano Dias. 

SeHor Bon Mariano Dias, Gallinas. 

Sir, Havana, September 2Qth. 183& 

We are informed by our friend^ Don Ignacio P. Rolo, that he embaHc^ on 
your account at the freight of 50 per cent., in the " Nuetfa AmaMe Salomi^'* gix 
slaves (bultos) to our consignment ; and as she has arrived safely, we take the 
earliest opportunity to inform you of it. We regret to be obliged to add, that, 
during the voyage, and after the landing, there has occurred a diminution^ by death, 
of 81 slaves (bultos) out of the cargo. 

There were also, out of the 24^ saved, 20 sick, whom we could not offer for 
sale. Tjlie next proceeds, one with another, are at the rate of 306 dollars each 
slave (bulto), one-third in ready money, and the rest at ei^ht months. The sick 
' have been knocked down at 2303 dollars 4 reals ; and when the liquidation is 
effected, which will be in a few days, we will give you an account of the result of 
your remittance. 

We have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient and faithful servants, 

(Signed) B. and C. 



No. 14. — Letter from Juan Agapito de Pereda to Don T. R. Buron. 

Havana, 26<A September, 1838. 

SeHor Don Tomas R. Buron, GaSinas. 

My Esteemed Friend, 

After having communicated with you a few moments before the sailing 
of the brig *' Veterano,'' I have been occupied in copying letters for the firm, and 
looking for Republican money ; so that there scarcely remains time to inform you 
of the receipt of your esteemed letter of the 15th, with an addition of the 28th of 
July ; and indeed if I were to answer you, chapter for chapter, quoting former 
letters, which were before me, &c. &c., it would be very diverting ; for, believe 
me, I have sufficient materials to confound your fluency and Jeremiah lamen- 
tations; but besides it being useless for our purpose to follow the footsteps 
of certain persons of our acquaintance, there is not time enough to do it 

As you see by the private letter of Seiior Don Lino Gonzales (who was 
recommended by him) has been selected out of many candidates for the situation 
of mate of the " TriumfanteJ' I was not obliged to have any thing to do with 
his appointment. 

By this date I suppose that you have received the 2000 dollars which I remitted 
to you by Don Manuel Fernandez, which, with the 2000 which go now, wiD 
complete the 4000 which you asked for, and of which the want, to my very great 
regret, has caused you so much uneasiness and humiliation. 

In spite of your saying in your letter of the 28th of July that it is not so, I am 
of opinion that the four slaves (bultos) embarked by Grassi in the " Salome,** are 
sent on our account ; but, whichever way it may be, the proceeds shall be f^h- 
fuUy remitted to him ; and on receiving your next advice, we will settle accounts. 

In the brig ** Mary Jane " were sent the articles enumerated in the account, of 
which the duplicate accompanies this, to the value of 1090 dollars 3 reak, ana. 
I hope they will please you ; and in the " Comet,'* which went on the 20th, 
two boxes were forgotten and remained here till then ; they contain kitchen 
utensils and money. 

By the first opportunity I will send the shoes which you afterwards aaked for, 
and which I have ordered. May God grant that every thing may please you ; 
for in proportion to the riches you acquire, so does your good humour diminish ; 
and I should be very sorry indeed to try the effect of your temper a second time. 

Believe me, my fiiend, I am very plain, though a little hot-headed ; and when 
I adopt a mode of proceeding, it is in the firm persuasion, that the sinceri^due to 
a frank and open-hearted friendship, honour, and disinterested views require it. 

^ Such were the motives which impelled me to explain myself, touchiiig our firm, 
with regard to the purchase of slaves (bultos). It is your business to examine 
your heart, and regulate your actions accordingly. 
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I t)elieve that in the same letter I thanked you ibr your goodness towards me. 
If I did not do so, it was out of forgetfulness, and on no other accoimt, as I am 
persuaded that you desen^e the most heartfelt gratitude on my part. On the 
other hand, I am sensible that you owe me nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing. 

I sh^ be glad to hear that you have got over the tempest, which you say 
threiatened your shipwreck, for it would be a pity to cast oflf the rope when you 
are so near the port. This is only a hint. Take care that you do not give it a 
sinister interpretation. I know that I have much to apprehend before I take 
upon myeeif the character of a master. 

Your invariable friend and obedient servant, 

(Signed) JUAN AGAPITO DE PEREDA. 



No. Ib.-^hetter Jrom Messrs. Blanco and CarvaUo to Don Joaquim Sanchez. 

Havana, 26th September, 1838. 
Seftor Joaquim Sanchez, Gamnas. 
Sir, 
According to a communication from our friend, Don Ignacio Perez Rolo, 
it appears that he embarked on your account, at a freight of 50 per cent., in the 
'' Nueva AmaNe Salome," three slaves (bultos) consigned to us ; and as she has 
arrived «t Camarioca, we hasten to inform you (and it is with regret) that in the 
voyage, and soon after the landing, there was a reduction by death of 81 slaves. 

Afeo, among the 246 saved, there were 20 sick, who could not be offered for 
sale. 

The sale has produced, one with another, an average of 306 dollars each slave 
(bulto^ ; one-third in cash, and the remainder at eight months. 

The sick are disposed of altogether at 2303 dollars ; and when payment has 
been effected, which will be in a few days, we shall give you an account of the 
proceeds of your above-mentioned remittance. 

Your most affectionate friends and obedient servants, 

B. &C. 



No. 16. — Letter from Mariano de Aldecoa to Don Manuel Boston. 

Havana, 26#A September, 1838. 
Seilor Don Manuel Boston. ^ 

Friend Boston, 

I ARRIVED happily and recommend my friend, Don Angel Jimenez, 
captain of the brig " Vettrano^^ to you and to Madame Ffevre, in order that you 
may supply him with rice and whatever he may require, which I shall consider a 
great favour to me. 

Tell Madame Fevre not to involve herself with any body, for I intend going 
there very soon. 

I wish you your health. You may command your friend. 

(Signed) MARIANO DE ALDECOA. 

IB^membrances to Nelly and Sarah. 



No. 17. — Letter pf an old date from Messrs. Pedro Martinez and Co. to Don 

Angel Jiminex. 

SeAor Don Angel Jiminez. 

Sib, Havana, 26th April, 1837. 

On the 17th instant, and a month after her sailing from this port, the 
schooner, '* Josejina,'' arrived considerably damaged ; but being now entirely 
refitted, her departure will take place to-morrow under the command of her 
captain, Don Juan Ros^ Rodriguez, who is instructed in every thing relating to 
the united undertaking of the *^ JJnce,'* both being under your charge. 
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We sm awan tliat tfaia aocid«it moat, have eautedyou some delay, but flatter 
mxrsehea that yoiu: expenenea; and pcadace have enaUed you. ta soaaotfa. every 
obetaele. 

The yes6el»whidij have lately acrooed: have brought a large proportion of fomateg^ 
of whom we have not been able to dispose at any price ; oa thifi account^, we 
reoonmiend you to endeavour to embark the smallest posiible numbeB^.or nonfi^ 
in order that we may dispose of the cargoes to advantage. 

We cepeat to you all that we said in our last» oa your departure^ imd hopng 
that you may have a speedy and happy result^ remaint your, most aflostkmate and 
faithful servants, 

(Signed) P. M. & C5o. 



No. 16. 
HefMaje^'s Commissioners to Mr. Backhouse. — (Received April 2Mhy 1839.) 

Sir, Sierra^ Leone^ Di^ember dt^t, 188B; * 

In pursuance.' of the TdtL Clause of an Act passed in the 5tk year of the 
leign of His Majesty. George the 4th, entitled, '' An Act to amend and consolidate 
the Laws relating to the abolition of ihe Slave Trade/' we have the honour to 
enclose a Return of all Veaselsv adjudicated in the Britiish and. Spanish Mixed 
Court of Justice,. &om the 1st of July,. 1B3S, to this date. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 

Jokn Backhouse Esq., BL DQHERTY, 

8fc. 8fc. ^c. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SIBMRA LBQWE. (Spain.) 



55 












riii 




h ^ 

J ' 



4 

N 

S 



S 
I 






I 



ivl 



9 s - 



AS 
B 



i M i i i i 
a n n Q Q i3 



jjffi 









^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 5 

•^5 ^5 ■«« .4i« <ai» *« 

3 3 S iS Q Q 



S S 



til 



c E sj o 
ei.S u e k V 



^'^ 



Mi 



s^-.i i § a i i 

-? 5 S 5 S S 5 



pee 

5 s s 

S Q Q 



e 

5 

Q 



fi ^ i « 1 1 J 

«-<«f5 ^ 3M 09 ^ 30 



o a> 

;^ iz; Q 






6' 



i-< I-* i-< <N •-• 



if 
.3" 



u c 

3 ^ 









tW, 



« 8:5 






5 



ass 

S S 5 



§ § S 

5 5 S 



as I 

P 




S (5 



s a 



i 



09 



00 



^ 

f 



^ J C " 



sc ^- ^ ^ f ^ 






IS 



^ So 






^ fe 



iz; ^ 



eo 



00 '^ 






Z !3 



CO 



S •> 



& 



I- 



s 



^ 



CD 



I 



^ «« a. n. 
-< •< (JO 02 



.CO ^ 1^ 
♦-< (N .W 



O 
OQ 



<5 



§ 



• S ^ 



S 

;z: 



'C 

t 

S 

O 



09 

1 

fee 



m 

o 
"S 
2 

5 



I 



43 
§ 

O ^ 

~ s 
i 









« «el 






o 



e 
a V 

< s 

OQ 



E So g .s 

O ^ O » 



Eft 5?* 



o 



o 



i 

1^ 



b9 
5> 



s 



o 



OQ 



•I 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 SIBRRA LBONm (SfMii}.'. 

JHler Majesty s Ctmmissianers to Viscount JPabnerston.-^^Received M(ii2^Q,,l^9i.Xi} 
My Lord, ' ' • . Sieri^a Leohe, Octoter 90i^: 1SS8. . ' ^ 

£nclosc:d we have the honour to band to your Lordship our report eftht*-* 
casQ of the Spsoiish schooner/' Zog'^iVa/' Antonio SUva, Master, eaptared'trndcr .^ 
Portuguese oolours, and ^ondei^ned on the 8th instant in the Briti^ and'Sfwiak 
Mixed Court of Justice, as a Spanish vessel equipped for the Slave Trade. • / 

The ownership in this cttse was clearly traced to merchants resident in Havaniy .. 
and the Portuguese flag was assumed merely to protect the vessel in her illicit pur- 
suits, . • . 

We have &c* 

(Signed) H. W. MAGAULAY. 

R. DOHERTY. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmcrston, G.C.B. 

^'c. Sfc. 8fc. . . 



Enclosure in No. 17, 
Report of the Case of the Schooner " Ligeira," Antonio Stlvay Master. 

This is one of the ordinary cases of vessels, really Spanish, which have 
sought protection under the Portuguese flag from the penalties of the Spanish 
Treaty signed in Madrid on the 28th June, 1835. 

The *' Ligeira" was sailing, at the time of her capture, under a P<Htuguese regis- 
ter or passport, ohtained at the Cape Verd Islands, which declares her to be of 
'=)^ American construction, and which was granted so lately as the 1st of December, 
1837, in direct opposition to the Portuguese decree, which came into force on the 
17th of January m the same year. 

In this register a resident at the Cape Verd Islands, named Mathias de Mello, 
is named as the owner ; but a letter of instructions, dated at Havana on the 15th 
of May last, and addressed to the Spanish master of the vessel, on the eve of her 
staling for the Coast, leaves no doubt that the ownership of the vessel rests with a 
mercantile house at Havana, where also the voyage began, and was to have ended. 

The " Ligeira' cleared out last from Havana for St. Thomas, on the 15th of 
May ; but unmindful of the destination marked out in her papers, she came direct 
to the river Gallinas, where she was captured on the 16th of August, 1838, by 
^Sler Majesty's brig ^^ Brisk," Lieutenant Arthur Kellett commanding. Her clear- 
ance and matricula declared the vessel to be under the command ot a Portuguese 
named Antonio Silva. It became, however, abundantly evident that the real 
master was a Spaniard named Vincente Sanchez liarrazabal, well known at this 
place, and who figured in the muster-roll only as first officer. 

On the 23rd of August the *^ Ligeira'' arrived at Sierra Leone, and the usual 
proceedings were adopted by the captor to prove, in the first place, the Spanish 
character of the detained vessel, arising from the domicile of her owner, and her em- 
ployment in Cuba Slave Trade ; and secondly, her liability to condemnation under 
the late Treaty with Spain, for being illegally equipped for the Slave Trade. 

For this purpose the Captor's declaration and affidavit of seizure were received 
and filed, the usual monition was issued; the surveyors of the Court were directed 
to examine and repoit upon the fittings of the prize, and the witnesses in prepara- 
tory were examined on the standing interrogatories. 

The report of the surveyors declared, that almost every article of a complete 
Slave Trading equipment was on board, slave deck, leaguers, dave coppers, and 
and slave food. 

When the ** Ligeira'* was taken possession of in the river Gallinas, the Portu- 
guese master was on shore; consequently he was not present to be examined on 
the arrival of the vessel here ; and his absence was afterwards urged as a ground of 
delay in the final adjudication of the case, on the petition of the mate, wh<^ when it 
was found that the master was detained at the Gallinas by severe iUbess, was 
allowed to defend the case in his behalf. This was of less consequence, as, 
although Antonio Silva figured m master, no doubt could exist that Vicente 
^ Sanchez de Larrazabal, the nominal mate, was. himself the reii captain^-and 
exercised complete control over the expedition. 
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Larrazalyal deposed *^ That the Master s name is Antonio Silva ; that he has 
known him only three months ; that the said Master was on shore at Oallinas at 
the time of capture ; that he does not know who appointed the said Master, or gave 
him possession, or where or when he got the same ; that witness first saw the vessel 
at Havana about three months since ; that he was present when the vessel was 
captured ; that he does not know for what reason, or under what pretence the vessel 
was seized ; that she had no colours but Portuguese, and has never had any other 
name, to witness's knowledge, than ^ Ligeha ;' that she had thirteen officers and 
mariners, exclusive of the Master, Portuguese and Spaniards, all shipped and hired 
at Havana by the Master about three months and a naif since ; that neither he nor, 
to his knowledge, any of the officers or mariners, had any interest in either vessel 
or cargo ; that he was Mate on board ; that the last clearing port was Havana, and 
the voyage conmienced and was to have ended there ; that from Havana the vessel 
proceedal direct to Gallinas, where part of the cargo was landed, and the vessel 
nad been there about twenty-eight days when capture took place ; that the capturing 
vessel was first seen in the Oallinas on the 15th of the present month, and capture 
took place on the same day, the * Ligeira' being at anchor in that place ; that the 
vessd*s papers were for St. Thomas, out the Master called at Oallinas on his way, 
for the purpose of repairing a boat ; that there were no instructions to avoid or 
escape fi*om capture, or for concealing or destropng any of the vessel's papers ; that 
he believes the Master to be the owner of the vessel ; that he knows no other person 
connected with her; that he knows nothing of any bill of sale, but thinks, if re- 
stored, she will belong to the Master ; that the Master acted as consignee of the 
cargo, but witness knows notliing either of the lader or owner thereof, and cannot 
say to whom the cargo will belong if restored, unless it be to the Master, who is the 
only person he knows of concerned in it ; that he knows nothing of the former 
voyage ; that the cargo brought from Havana consisted of muskets, tobacco, rum, 
powder, and dry goods, part of the powder being at present on board; that after 
capture the vessel was taken to Sierra Leone ; that the papers found on board were 
and are all true and fair, and none have been concealed, destroyed, or made away 
with ; that there was no charter-party to his knowledge ; that he is ignorant whe- 
ther ^e vessel or cargo be insured ; that she was under the Master's management 
in regard to her trade ; that no slave was put or received on board at any time 
during the present voyage/' 

Notwithstanding the clear and explicit nature of the sworn report of the Sur- 
veyors, this witness did not hesitate to deny all their statements. 

A second witness, Juan de Areta, a seaman of the detained vessel, whether in 
answer to the standing interrogatories, or to the special standing interrogatories, 
regarding equipment, observed the same line of deposition as Larrazabal. His 
evidence, in fact, although not so full, is a repetition of that which has been 
quoted. ' 

The filing of a claim for the " Ligeira'^^* restoration, and for damages for her 
detention, was followed by a series of special interrogatories, approved by the 
Court, and framed with the object of clearing up the doubtful points of the trans- 
action, and of compelling liarrazabal to disclose the parties really interested in it. 
Little, however, was gained fr<mi the witness, who pretended either ignorance or 
forgetfulness of all the most important particulars ; and at length the Proctors for 
botn parties jointly petiticmed for a day of trial, which was fixed for the 4th inst. 
Tlie decision of the Court was, that the '^Ligeira'' was sufficiently clothed with a 
Spanish character by her employment in Spanish trade, and by the domicile of her 
owner, and that she was consequently liable to condemnation for being fitted for 
the Slave Trade, in violation of the 10th Article of the Spanish Treaty. 

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 



Sierra Leone, 20th October, 1838. 



R. DOHERTY. 



No. 18. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Ftscount Palmersion. — (Received May 6, 1839.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, October 20, 1838. 

We have the honour herewith to transmit our Report of the case of the 
schooner ** Constitu^ao," found sailing under Portuguese colours, and ostensibly 
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commanded by a Portuguese^ named Eduardo Roberto, on tbe 21st of August last, 
at anchor in Accra Roads, when she was detained by Lieutenant CMiver^ com- 
manding Her Majesty's schooner '* Fair Rosamond," on the ground of her being 
Spanish property, and equipped for the Slave Trade; andsent to tiwtxilony ibr 
adjudication by the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice established here. 

The prosecution of the detained vessel commenced on the 10th ultimo, die dmy 
after her arrival here, and aiided on 1^ 17th ; and her adjudication took place on 
the 12th instant, when it was made clear by the evidence received in the case that 
the '^ Cofistitu^ao'* was really a Spanii^ vessel, employed in the traffic in slaves, for 
which she was in many respects fully equipped ; and a sentence of condemnatioo 
of vessel and cargo was therefore passed. 

The ^' Constiiugao'' is mentioned in the Havana Commissioners' lists as a Poiu 
tuguese vessel, leaving, in June last, for Loando, to engage in the Slave Trade. At 
the time of her capture she was found in every respect prepared for immediate 
action ; and had she been met with at sea, it seems probable that the most detet- 
mined resistance would have been made. Besides an eighteen-pounder pivot^-gun 
lunidahips, there were twenty other long guns of the same calibre, six blunderbusses, 
twenty muskets, and twenty cutlasses on board,. all of which where kept in a state 
of readiness, and grape, chain, and bar shot, with corresponding packages of ammu- 
nition, were found distributed about the decks. From the crew of the '' Constitu^aa^^^ 
consisting of neariy forty persons, and from the state of military discipline observed 
amongst them, we are led to believe that the vessel would have had little hesitatioo 
in committing acts of piracy on the coast, if the opportunity had offered. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 



The Bight Hon. Vutcmmt Palmerston, G.C.B. 

Sfc. S^. ^. 



R. DOHERTY. 



Endosupe in No. 1& 



Report of the Case of the Schooner " Constitu^," Eduardo Roberto^ Master, 

seized under Portuguese Colours. 

At the time of the detention of this vessel, there were found on board' of 
her the following papers : — 

1. A Passport foom the Portuguese Government of the Cape cte Verd Islands^ 
dated December 10th, 1837, describing the schooner as of American build, and. 
owned by a Portuguese, named Luiz Carvalho, whose residence is not stated. The 
burden of the schooner is given as 128 Spanish tons, although the passport is evih 
dently intended to lead to the opinion of the property being entirely Portaguese. 
No destination is assigned to the vessel, and the passport has not received any «ii* 
dorsement. 

2. The M atricula, dated Havana, June 8th, 1838, states die schooner to he 
bound, under the command of Eduardo Roberto, to St. Paul de Loando, with a 
crew of twenty-^our men. To tins document there have been annex^ two certifi*- 
cates from the American Consul, Mr. Trist, who performs these acts on account of 
diere being no Portuguese Consul at Havana. One of these certificates, which ii 
intended to authenticate the Matricula, is dated one day before that document was 
signed by ^e Master of the vessel ; and the oiheac relates to the Master's appomt-* 
ment by the owner's agent at Havana, T. Estives> a resident merchant in that city. 
On the same day that the American Consul's certificates were granted, there was 
another Muster*roll made out in the Spanish language by £duarao Roberto, show- 
ing the real state of the crew of this vessel, and in which the names of eleven pas- 
sengers on board were included, as well as those mentioned in the official Muster- 
it>ll. The addition of these persons made up a crew of thirty-seven officers and 
men. 

3. Customs' Clearance, dated June 9th, 1838, of the cargo shipped at Havana, 
the destination of the vessel being the same as in the Matricma. under the usual 
sealed cover is also a certificate of the 9th June, 1838, to the effect that the Master, 
Roberto, had shown that he was owner of the cargo ; that the casks embarked were 
to hold palm oil on the return voyage, and the large boiler waa for clarifying palm 
oil. No bond for the lawful employment of these artides, however, appears to have 
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1)^n taken. To this pertifieate there is one added from the American Con- 
woTs office^ as to the signature of the Customs' officer, which is dated a day previous 
to the Customs' certificate which it is to authenticate, and which Mr. Trist nas not 
oigued. 

4. Some I^og^books for the voyage in which the schooner was detained, showings 
{be voyage to have been from Havana to the Cape de Verd Islands, and thence ta 
Accra* where she was seized. 

5. Eleven Passports for the persons found onboard as passengers. One of these 
is for the real Master of the vessel, Jacinto Derizans, a Spamard ; a second for 
his brother Benito ; and a third for Aracleto Marti, who kept a Spanish log for 
part of the voyage, by order* as is expressed in it, of the Captain, Jacinto Derizans. 

In addition to the foregoing papers, there were a great number of others taken 
possession of, from which we nave collected the following information : — 

Jacinto Derizans, who appeared on board as a passenger, had an interest of 
2000 dollars in the expedition, in addition to his agreement of 100 dollars a-month 
for his wages, and 10 per cent, upon the nett proceeds of the sale of the slaves 
landed in Uuba ; the Master, Roberto, was to have 1 dollar for each slave, and 60 
dollars per month ; the mate 3 dollars for each slave, and 80 dollars per month ; 
and the boatswain 1^ dollar for each slave landed, and 70 dollars per month. The 
true position of the nominal niaster is thus proved by the fact that he was receiving 
considerably less pay even than the boatswain. 

Derizans has been long engaged in the Slave Trade, and has been employed as 
Master in the Spanish vessels^ mercedtta" *' Fartunar and *^ Antomca,'* previous 
to the present speculation. The correspondents of Derizans appear to be 8. A. 
Trigoyen and Co., of Havana, Apperteguia, Arrecha and Co., of Trinidad, and 
Ramon Perez, of Pprto Rico. 

Amongst the papers there are some letters from Juan Ruis, who was residing in 
June last at one <» the Cape de Verd Islands. He has been in correspondence 
with the finn of Manuel Uuis and Antonio Escotto, of Matanzas, from the year 
1832 to the present time, respecting slave adventures, in which period he has had 
an interest in not less than fifteen shipments. 

On th^ 16th of June, 1838, the " OmHitu^ao" quitted Havana for St. Paul de 
Loando ; but, leaving the route for that port, proceeded to the Cape de Verd 
Islands, where she remained a week, and then visited Accra, in which port she was 
found at anchor on the 21st of August, 1838, by Her Majesty's schooner " Fair 
Rosamond," the commander of which vessel, Lieutenant Oliver, detained and sent 
her to this colony for trial. 

The '* Canstitufao " arrived here on the 10th of September, and a prosecution 
was commenced the same day, before the Britisa and Spanish Mixc^i Court of 
Justice, against the detained vessel, as Spanish property, equipped for the Slave 
Trade. 

The declaration of the Captor stated, that on the 91st of August, 1838, being in 
Accra Roads, he detained the schooner " (Janstitugao/' sailing under Portuguese 
colours, connnanded by Eduardo Roberto, who could give no information respecting 
the voyage in which the vessel was engaged, but rererred the captor to Jacinto 
J)erizans, who declared her to be bound trom Havana to St. Paul de Loando, and 
fhence to Matanzas. The grounds of detention the Captor states were, that the 
vessel Tvas Spanish property, the Master and Derizans representing that Derizans 
was I3ie owner, and that he was a Spanish subject, and also that she was equipped 
for the Slave Traffic. To this declaration th^ vaptor himself was sworn at the time 
of its being received into coyrt 

On the l2th of September the Registrai* exapiined Eduardo Roberto, the Master 
of the detained vessel, upon the standmg interrogatories, and on the special questions 
used in ^11 cases of equipment fojr the Slave Tradp. The Master's evidence was as 
follows : — 

*^ That he was bom in Lisbon, and lives there with his family ; is a subject of 
Portu|^^and has never served any other state ; that he is married, and his wife 
iresides at pr^esent at Santander, in Spain ; that he was appointed to the command, 
and possession w^ given to him, at Havana, in Jnne last, by Jacinto Desidan, or 
Penzans, a resident of Havana, and a Spanish subject ; that he first saw the said 
vessel there a few days previously, and does not know where she was built ; that he 
fras present at the time of capture ; that he does not know for what reason the 
¥€$9^1 was seize4 ; that she sailed under PortUj^ese cplours ; that there was .also a 
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^MtDidb and a dolombian flog on board ; tttat he does not know for wha(t rtoaten 
tmh colours were on board; diat he found them tSiere when- he slapped; titet 
neidier of them were koisted at anf time during the present vojfage ; tbi^ ti»e tes^ 
is called ^ Constitucion,^ and has never had any other name to mtness-s knowledge ; 
Ijiat he does not know her tonnsj^ ; that i^he had about twenty^ght €&eer4 and 
marineiB, exclnshre of witness, Portuguese and Spanish, all hired and shippied in 
Havana by the said Jadnto Desidan ; diat neither he nor any other of thi oflSeerer 
or mariners had any interest in vessel or cargo ; that he was Master on bttard ; that 
at the time of capture there were ten or twelve passengers on board, Spaniards and 
Portuguese, embarked in Havana in June last, lor a passage to St* Paul de Loawfo, 
all furnished with passports, and all sea-faring people ; that he does not remember 
their names, and does not know what their business at St. Paul de Loando mi^t 
be ; that none of them had any interest in either vessel or cargo, or aul^iority w&t- 
ever on board ; that the last clearing port was Havana, and the present voyage 
commenced and was to have ended were ; that witness was hired to return with 
the vessel to Havana ; that from that port the vessel proceeded towards Cape de 
Verds, touching at Brava for water ana provisions ; and after remaining there five 
or six days, she went down the coast to Accra, where the vessel anchored, and 
capture took place six or seven days after her arrival ; that the capturing vessel 
was first seen about four weeks since off Accra ; that capture took place at Accra 
the day following ; that he does not remember the date ; there was no chase, the vessel 
being at anchor when seized ; that the vessel's papers were for St. Paulde Loando, and 
she was on her way there when captured ; that there are three guns mounted, about 
twenty muskets, and as many cutlasses, and some ammunition (does not know the 
quantity) for defence of the vessel ; that no resistance was made ; that there were no 
instructions to resist or avoid capture, or for concealing or destroying any of the ves- 
sel's papers ; that he believes the said Jacinto Desidan to be the sole owner of the 
vessel ; that he believes so from having been shipped and paid by the said Desidan^ 
and knowing of no other person concerned in the vessel ; that Desidan is a Spanish 
subject by birth ; does not know whether he be married, or where he resided before 
he lived at Havana ; that he knows nothing about any Bill of Sale, or the price of 
the vessel ; believes if the vessel be restored she will belong to the said Jacinto 
Desidan; that he knows of no private agreement; that the said Jacinto Desidan is 
the lader, owner, and consignee of the cargo ; that Desidan is a seaman by profes- 
sion ; that he accompanied the vessel on the present occasion as supercargo ; that 
he was not on board at the time of seizure, being ashore at Accra, but that ne came 
on board shortly afterwards } that the said Desidan was sent ashore by the Captor 
at Accra with the people not detained ; that die cargo was to have been landed at 
St. Paul de Loando, on account and risk of the said Desidan, he believes, and that 
if it be restored it will belong to that person only ; that he believes so fix)m not 
knowing any other person concerned in it; that he knows nothing of the former 
voyage ; that the present cargo consists of cloth, muskets, powder, tobacco, iron 
bai*s, rum, &c. ; that after capture the vessel was taken to Princes' Island^ and 
from thence to Sierra Leone ; that the passports and other papers delivered up 
were and are all true and feir ; that no papers were destroyed, concealed, or made 
away with ; that he knows of the existence of no other papers relating to vessel or 
cargo; that there was no charter party that he knows of; that he is ignorant 
whether the vessel or cargo be insured ; that the vessel was under the management 
of the said Desidan in regard to her trade, who also directed her navigation on 
board, and witness acted under his orders in everything ; that he corrc^spondednptrith 
no one respecting the concerns of the vessel or cargo ; that bulk wbs broken at 
Accra for the purpose of purchasing provisions, but does not know whether bulk 
has been broken since capture ; that no slave has been put or received on board 
during the voyage in which the vessel was captured ; that the hatches are not fitted 
with open gratings ; that the combings of the hatchways are not bored, or fitted for 
iron bolts or bars ; that there are round iron bars on board, but witness cannot say 
what quantity, or whether they were intended for securing the hatchways, and 
knows not for what purpose they were on board ; that there are only the bulkheads 
of the cabin and forecastle ; that there is a large quantity of spare plank, marked 
and fitted for a slave deck, and intended for that purpose ; that there is no part of 
a slave deck laid ; that there are about twenty handcuffs on board to keep the crew 
in order ; that there are no shackles on board ; that there is a large quantity of 
water-casks on board, does not know how many, or how much water they c^d 
contain j they were intended for holding water for the slaves and the crew; that 
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tib^ie li tio tMk nor Any eti^^ ; tbat: fhete w^ra^ii^t or nine'iujpefi of freili water 
<m b^Ajd ftt tke time of eaptore; that there are six or seven mesa tins for the crew ; 
that there it a large inm boiler for the use of; the slaves ^ that there.is a large quan- 

. tity of rioe and Indian corui intended for £tK)d for 6kve& 

. The ei^dence of Diego LopeK» the Mate of the said vessel^ con&med in every 
respect that ^ven by Ednardo Roberto. Concerning the rdative positions of 

. Rwerto and Derizans, who appeared as a passenger, Jbopez stated that they were 
both acting as Masters on board, Derizans being the principal ; a statement which, 
connected with Roberto's declared inability to dye the seizor any information as 
to the nature of the voyage, and his reference to J^erizans upon the subject, as well 
asthealIowance» to be given him for his servioes on the voyage, being less than the 
Boatswain was to receive, shows clearly that he was embarked only as the Captain 
for the Portuguese flag ; the adventure being at the same time Spanish, and under 

. the management of the Spaniard Derizans, if not his own entirely. 

Publication in the case was allowed on the 12th of September ; and on the 15th 

, the sworn report of the Surveyors to the Court, upon the equipment of this vessel, 
i^ts received. From this report itf appeared, that the detained schooner had on 
bpard round iron bars with padlocks, evidently intended for use as hatch-bars ; plank 
and beamS) regularly filled for laying ft slftve deck ; and preparations in the ves- 
sel's sides for receiving the same. Ine ground tier, from one end of the schooner's 

.side to the other, was filled with watern^asks, some containing water, and others 

^ slave provisions. The casks are capable of containing 12,000 gallons of water; 

. in addition to which^ there were three tanks upon deck^ from 500 to 600 wooden 
spoons, a regular slave copper complete, and a quantity of slave provisions, more 

^ thaq requisite for the crew of the vessel. 

This closed the case for the Captors. 
No claim was presented. 

The monition, which was issued on the 10th, was returned into Court, duly cer- 
tified, on the 17th of September. 

On the 12th of October the Court met for the adjudication of this vessel The 
fraudulent assumption of the Portuguese flag by the detained schooner, her real 

. Spanish character, and her employment in Spanish trade, were fully established by 
the papers found on board of her, and unreservedly admitted by the Master and 

. Mate in their examinations. The rejport of the Surveyors to the Court, as well as 
the evidence of the witnesses, respectmg the fittings of this vessel, left no doubt as 
to her equipment for the prohibited traffic in slaves ; whilst the acknowledged Spa- 
nish character of her asserted Master and owner, her exclusive employment in the 
Spanish Slave Trade, her departure from, and intended return to, a Spanish port, 
clearly brought the present case within reach of the principle, which had been lately 
laid down in tlje case of the Spanish briff ** DiRgente'' The Court therefore pro- 
nounced the schooner '' Constttu^ao'* and her cargo to be subject to condemnation, 

, as & Spanish vessel equipped for the Slave Trade, and condemned the said vessel 
.and her cargo accordingly. 

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY- 



Sierra Leone, 20th October, 1838. 



R. DOHERTY. 



No. 19. 
Her Majesty* s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received May 6, 1839.) 
Mt Lord, Sierra Leone, October 20th, 1838, 

Wb have the honour to enclose herewith our report of the case of the 
schooner " Eli^a,'' Manoel Muniz, Master, which was captured by Her Majesty's 
brig ** Brisk," Lieutenant Arthur Kellett commanding, on the 21st ult., and was 
co^emned in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice on the 12th inst., 
jfor being illegally fitted for the Slave Trade. 

The " Eliza* was sailing under the Portuguese flag, and with a Portuguese 
regi/ster, at the time of her capture ; but we felt no difficulty in divesting her of her 
assumed Portuguese nationality, on the admissions of the Master, that his residence 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 SIERRA LEONE. (BpMn.) 

was fixed at Havana ; that he was sole owner of tiie detoined wesd. ; and iorthir, 
that she was altogether employed in the eommeroe of Cuba. 

The Spanish character which bad been acquired by these means, readttBtd the 
''EUza' liable to the consequences of the infringement of tbeikws and treaties ^ef 
Spain ; and her manifest equipment for the traffic in slaves led torher eoodramation 
as good and lawful prize. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) H.W.JtfACAUl4AY. 



The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C£. 
€fc. Sfc. ifc. 



R. ©OHBRTY. 



Enclosure in No. 19, 

Report of the case of the Schooner *• Eliza/' Manoel Muniz.'Master. 

The above vessel was cleared at the Cuatom^lwuse at Havana, in the monlih 
of July last, for the Island of Princes. She sailed with a Portuguete register, ob- 
tained at the Cape de Verd Islands, on tte 80th of Januaty, 1687, under >tte ceoi- 
mand, ostensibly, of a Portuguese Master, named Manoel Muniz, hut wtitaily under 
the complete controlof a wefirknown SpanishSlave-trader^ named Juan FMfmd,ias 
appears by several notes and letters which were found on board^and wfaidb.discloMd 
fremul in his real character of conductor of the expedition. 

Instead of proceeding to Princes, the '^iSVt«x'' canie direct 1o the River Settos, 
where she anchored on the 3rd of September last. 

Eighteen days afterwards. Lieutenant Arthur Kellett, eomroanding Her * Ma- 
jesty's brig '' Brisk," boarded her, and finding her fully equipped for : the Slave 
Trade, and entertaining a very just belief ihat her Portuguese fla^ covered foreign 
property, he despatched her to Sierra Leone for adjudication. 

The prosecution commenced on the 1st of October, 1838, with the filing of the 
Captor's declaration, the reception of the vessel's papers, the issue ofihe monition, 
and the order for the examination of the witnesses. 

It was also neees6iu*y, as the detained vessel was libelled in the British and €l^a- 
nish Court, to commission ^oper persons to surv^ and inspect the fittings^of the 
detained vessel. The r^rt of the Surveyors came in on the 6thof Oetdi>er, 1888, 
and strongly confirmed the alle^tions of the Captor as to illegal equipment. Of 
the nine sections of the 10th Ai^le of the Spanish Treaty, no less than iMven had 
been infringed. Iron bars for batcb^way fastenings^ beams and planks marked and 
numbered, an unusual quantity of water, more leaguers than requisite, esai a gpsater 
number of mess-tins than necessary for the crew of a merdiant vesse), 'ftppear ed in 
the outfit of the ''££m." 

The examination of the witnesses took place three days afterwmnis. Maaoel 
Muliiz^ the Portuguese Captain, deposed that ^he was^bom at Peniche in BcnrtoMl, 
has no fixed place of residence, and has never served any state but Portugal; uat 
he is owner of the vessel, and appointed himself to the command, having received 
possession in Havana, about a year since, from one Mello, the former Master, and 
the agent of the owner, Carvallo; that he does not know of what nation either 
Carvallo or Mello may be by birth or allegiance, or where either of them resides ; 
that he first saw the said vessel in HaTana,'a few months previously tohfspurehas- 
ing her, and believes she is North American built ; that ne was present when the 
vessel was captured, but does not know under what pretence she was seized ; that 
she sailed under Portuguese colours, but there was also a Spanish flag on board, 
although witness was in ignorance of that fact till it was round by tne captors ; 
that the said flag was never hoisted ; that the vessel is called ^ Eliza J and Jias nevser 
had any other name to witness's knowledge ; that she is about fifty or sixty tons 
burthen, and had thirteen officers and mariners exclusive of witness, all (Portuguese^ 
except the Mate, who is a Spaniard, all hired and shipped in Havana by 'Witness 
in June last ; that he is sole owner of the vessel and cargo^ n(me of the officers or 
mariners having any interest in either; that he was Master on board pdurt the 
present voyage commenced, and was to have ended, at Havana, which waa the bet 
clearing port, and whenee the vessel came direct to Hb^ coast; 'that «be aaehored 
off New Sestos to get water and fire^wood, and had been th^re abouteij^itoen days 
when capture took plaee ; that the capturing vessel was fif8t«eea off rfaw' S e gto s 
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cH^tbe dllli^ of September last^ and capture took place there aud then ; that there 
wm ito ofaase^the ressel being at anchor ; that the vessel's papers were for Princes' 
Island, and she was proceeding thither when captuied, having only called at New 
Sestos for wood and water; that nO' resistance was made^ nor were there instruc- 
tions to iwiftk^ or avoid captture, or for concealing or destroying any of the vessel's 
papers; that he is sole owner of the vessel ; that there is a bill of sale from Mello 
(does not remember his other name) to mtness; that he does not remember thd 
month when it was made ; that he left the document at hifi lodgings in Havana, 
there being no necessity for bringing it. to sea with him ; that the price was 3300 
or 3500 dollars, but he docsrnot remember exactiywhict, all paid in cash ; that 
the sale was a true one^ and the vessel, if restored, will belong to witness ; that he 
is himself sole owner, lader, and consignee of the cargo ; that he has no regular 
place of residence,. having been almost constantly at sea for above eighteen years, 
previous to which time he resided at Peniche, the place of his birth ; that the cargo 
now on board was to have been delivered at Princes' Island on witness's sole ac- 
count, and. if restored will belcmg to witness only ; that he knows nothing of the 
former voyage, the present being the first voyage in which the vessel has been 
engaged since she became. witness's property ; the present cargo, laden at Havana^ 
ooraistsof nun^ tobacco, powder, muskets, and dry goods; that the papers delivered 
up aie all true and &ir, and none have been destroyed^ concealed, or made way with." 

Juan Fremul, the Spanish pilot, gave his evidence, as indeed might have been 
expected, with much caution and reserve, and the general outline of his testimony 
resembled that of the Master. 

l^ese proeeedings closed the Captor's case, and were published on the lOth 
iiMtant The Court appointed the 12th for a day of trial, the Monition having been 
returned on the 9tfa instant. 

No claim wm presented for the detidned vessel, nor is it easy to conceive on 
what ground a claim for restoration could have been founded. The Master, although 
pr<^essing to be af Portuguese subject, and the sole owner of the ^^ Eliza " and her 
cargo, declares himself to be at the same time a resident at Havana^ with which 
place he is closely connected in mercantile relations ; and thus, even on his own 
showing, the falsehood of which, however^ we do not doubt^ he has fixed upon him-» 
sdf and his vessel the; obligations of the Spanish character, which he has acquired 
by residence and employment in Spanish trade. On this ground the illegal equip- 
ment of the ^^EUxaj' for the prohibited Slave Traffic^ exposed her to the penalties of 
the Spanish Treaty; and we accordingly condemned her and her cargo. 

(Signed.) H. W. MACAULAY. 

Smra Leone, 2Qth Oct 1838. It DOHERTY. 



No. 20. 
Hm M€ge9ty*9 Cmmissioners to Viscount Pabnerston. — (Received May jS, 1839.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, November lUh, 1838. 

Wb have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith our report of 
the case of the schooner " CoMtUu^&o,"' Joaquim da Souza Pinto, Master, which 
was captured by Her Majesty's brig '* Brisk," and condenmed in the British and 
Spanish Mixed Court of Justice on the 10th instant. 

Although the '^ Constitucao^' was sailing under the Portuguese flag at the 
moment of her capture, she was proved to belong to the house of Rorosa Marino 
and Company, of Havana ; and her detention took place just in time to prevent 
the embarkation of a full cargo of slaves, for the reception of whom every prepara- 
tion had been made. 

An agreement was signed in Havana by the crew, promising to acknowledge, in 
the character of Captain, and representative of the owners^ not the Portuguese who 
figures as Captain in the papers, but a Spaniard of the name of Batalla, who 
embarked as a passenger, with a passport from the Spanish authorities. 

From odier papers it appears tnat the nominal Portuguese Master was only of 
the rank of carpenter on boc^ a small Portuguese brig of war ; and that the pay 
he received for Mb general services on boara the ^' VonstitufOo,'' and for thus 
len^g his name to cover her true character, is considerably less than that of tiie 
man vrao is said to have been his Boatswain. 

The evidence respecting the equipment of the vessel for Slave Trade was very 
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complete; and Spanish ownership and course of trade having decided her national, 
character, the Court felt no hesitation in declaring the ^* CansHtUfilo *' to be for* 
feited for a violation of the Spanish Slave Trade Treaty. 

We have^ &c. 
(Signed) H- W. MACAULAY. 



The Right Hon. Fiscount Pabncrston, O.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



R. DOHERTY. 



Enclosure in No. 20. 



Report of the Case oj the Schooner " Constitujao," Joaqum da Sauza Pinto, 

Master. 

This case resembles in all its main features those which we have lately 
been called upon to report, in which the protection of the Portuguese flag has 
been invoked by Spanish slav^ traders against the consequences of a violation of 
the Slave Trade Treaty of Spain, and in which it has been the duty of the Court, 
to remove the disguise which has been assumed, and to disclose the real character, 
of the transaction submitted to its notice. 

The ship's papers, Nos. 1 and 2, show the mutual assistance which is rendered i 
by the Portuguese and Spanish authorities, stationed at Havana, to give security 
and support to illicit Slave Trade adventures, '^hey consist of a clmrance from 
the Havana Custom-house, and a certificate thereof from the Portuguese Consul, 
Don Joze Fernandez^ declaring that the Portuguese schooner *• ConetiiucSo,'* 
Joaquim da Souza Pinto, Master, cleared out from Havana for St. Thomas, on the 
24th of March, 1838, '' with 38 leaguers and water casks, some to be filled with 
water, and some in shakes, to be filled with palm oil on the return voyage ; two 
caldrons (slave boilers) to clarify the said oil ; and 2000 feet of plank, and 500 feet 
of scantling (slave-deck and beams to support it), for the purpose of erecting a 
factory on shore.'* 

No. 3. The Portuguese Register, under which this vessel sails, purports to have 
been obtained from Leandro Joze da Costa, Military Governor of St. Thomas, on 
the 11th of April, 1837, although she is declared, in the same document, to have 
been built in America, and therefore not entitled, according to the present state of 
the law, to a Portuguese Register. The owner is said to be Jmio Ferreira de Almeida, 
and the Master, Francisco Joz6 Dias, both Portuguese subjects. This register 
was visaed by Fernandez, the Portuguese Consul at Havana, in March last, on her 
departure for this coast; and he adds a certificate as to the appointment of the 
present Master. 

Nos. 4 and 5. On the same day (March 24th, 1838) the Portuguese Consul 
granted a clean Bill of Health to the " Constitugdo/* and certified the correctness 
of her Muster-roll. In the latter, Pinto is named as the Master, and Francisco 
Coll and Ignacio Sanchez as the first and second officers imder him. 

No. 6 is a private Passport, countersigned by the same Consul, in favour of 
Don Juan Batalla, a native of Malaga, authorising him to proceed to the Island of 
St. Thomas on his own private affairs. Our experience has shown us, that those 
who pass through this formality of obtaining passports, as passengers, bound to the 
same nominal destination as the vessel, are generally either the owners or captains 
of the vessels in which they embark, or the managers of the expeditiou. So it proved 
in the present case ; and various documents, discovered on board, exhibit Batalla in 
his true character of Captain and Supercargo of the " Constitugao.'' 

No. 7, It is also proved that the Portuguese seaman, who figured as Master^ is 
a person of very humble pretensions ; for a paper was found in his possession, 
setting forth " that Joaqrnm da Souza Pinto nad conducted himself like a good 
seaman and carpenter on board the Portuguese brig of war, ' Boa JSsperanfa,' 
fighting against Don Miguel." 

No. 8 would at any rate show, in the absence of any other paper, that the pre- 
tended passenger, Batalla, really occupied the place which was ostensibly filled by 
Pinto. It is headed, " Agreement between the crew of the ' Constitufao * and the 
Master, Don Juan Batalla." Pinto is therein assigned a smaller rate of wages 
even than the Boatswain of the vessel; and it is agreed by the crew that, althoi^ 
Pinto is to be the ostensible Master, and although Batalla is to be called a psussen- 
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ger,^ihe latter is to be deemed ih fact the Captain, and representative of the owners. 
Tfaelt»iuth atid fifth clauses of this agreement stipulate, that wa^es shall not be due 
in the event ot capture by a vessel or equal force ; nor even in the event of capture 
by a vessel of superior force, unless after an obstinate defence; and in that case 
the wag* of those who will not fight shall be forfeited^ and " divided amongst the 
brave defenders^" 

No. 9 is a letter from Batalla, the Spanish Captain and Supercargo, to Messieurs 
Rorosa Marino and Company, Havana, who, from the style in which they are 
addressed, are evidently the owners of the vessel. The letter is dated at Little 
Bassa, on the Malaguetta coast, on the ^Ih oT"Sep?einBef , 1838, two days before 
the capture of the " ConstilucHOj^* and was sent by that vessel, which was making 
a trip to New Sestos, under cover to Don Bartolome Ferrer, who was at that place 
waiting a passage to Havana^ The fc^owing is an extract from the letter in 
question : — 

" Three months and eighteen days have passed since I opened trade, and I have 
already two hundred slaves, wanting twenty-two of the thirty-six slaves who escaped 
during the insurrection of the 20th of last month ; but I expect people^aily with 
tbose that they have got, and when they are paid, they will stai-t immediately for 
others." 

" The schooper is here now, and I am sending her with articles of barter to 
Triton, where I have a factory. Don Francisco CoU" (the first Mate who after- 
wards died at Sierra Leone) ^* is very ill ;" the *' Captain of the flag" Joaquim da 
Souza Pinto — flliisis the general designation of the persons who figure on board 
these vessels as the Portuguese Master) — *' is woi-se ; and the second Mate is dead. 

" The night before last, at 10 o'clock, I received a letter from New Sestos 
written by Don Bartolomfe Ferrer, informing me that the schooner ' Eliza' had 
been taken through the bad explanation of the Captain of ike /lag, who at once 
said, in plaili terms, that he was trading for slaves," (The capture of the *^ Eliza'* 
here referred 'to was reported in our Despatch marked Spain, of the 20th 
\dtinlo.) ** The crew was left by the English brig-of-war ' Brisk* on board 
another vessel at anchor in the same place, and she took away only tlie Captain of 
the flag, and the first mate, Don Juan Fremul. 

•' To-morrow the schooner sails for New Sestos, to take on board a cargo of slaves 
which I have ready there. I have been obliged to have one hundred sets of 
shackles made at Cape Mesurado," (the American settlement supported by the 
Colonization Societ)^.) *' I hope you are in good health. 

(Signed) " BATALLA." 

With these papers on board, the ** Cotistitugao'' was taken possession of by Her 
Majesty's brig " Brisk," Lieutenant Arthur Kellett, commanding, on the 30th of 
September, and on the 8th ultimo, the arrival of the prize in this harbour was 
reported by the Marshal. 

The prosecution of the detained vessel was immediately entered upon, but much 
delay occurred in bringing it to a close, owing to the protracted and dangerous ill- 
ness of the Master and Mate, the two witnesses in preparatory named by the 
Captor's Proctor. Before the examinations of these two persons could be taken, 
the Monition, issued on the 8th ultimo, had been served and returned by the 
Marshal ; and in the same period, the Captor's declaration was received and filed, 
together with the papers of the detained vessel verified by aflRdavit ; and a commis- 
sion for the inspection of the fittings of the prize was issued, and returaed with the 
Surveyor's Report on the matters submitted to them. By the last document, 
illegal equipnaent for the Slave Trade was established in the fullest manner. 

To prevent further delay in the case, the Registrar was after some time directed 
to examine the Master and Mate at their lodgings, as the Surgeon of the Courts 
reported that it would be a considerable time before either of them would be in a 
fit condition to attend at the Registry ; and it unfortunately happened that the 
Mate died before his examination could be taken. 

The Master deposed that " he was born at Oporto, in Portugal ; has lived during 
the last twenty years at Lisbon ; is a subject of Portugal, and has never served any 
other State ; that he is not married ; that he was appointed to the command at 
Havana by a former Captain who died there, and who appointed him when on his 
death- bed in March last ; that he does not know the name of the said former 
master, who, witness thinks, was a Portuguese ; that he received possession of the 
Class A. — Further Series. K^ 
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vessel from the Portuguese Consul at Havana ; whose name he believeg to be Jox^ 
Fernandez, and who was formerly, as he has heard, a merohaat, and <:ame from 
Florida ; that he first saw tiie vessel at Havana when he obtained the oomniand, 
and does not know where she was built ; that he was present at the capture, and 
the vess^ Wfts seized without any good reason, but the reason asdgned^Evas «n 
order from Donna Maria to seize all vessels with Portuguese colours ; but tbe 
vessel sailed under those colours, and she had no others on board ; that the vessel 
has never had any other name than " CoiMtituc&o** to his knowledge ; she is one 
hundred and forty tons burthen, and had a crew of thirty officers and marinen ex- 
clusive of witness, seven or eight of them being Spanisyrde and the rest of diem 
Portuguese, all hired and ship^ at Havana in March last by the former Captain^ 
deceased ; that neither he nor any pf the oflScers or mariners had any interest in die 
vessel or cargo; that he was Master on board ; that there was one passenger named 
Juan Batalia, a seaman by profession, but witness does not know of what nation, 
who embarked at Havana to go to St. Thomas', witness does not know on what 
business ; that Batalia left the vessel before her capture at little Bassa on the 
Coast, where he took a passage in another ship ; that he had no concern or audio- 
rity in or over the vessel or cargo ; that the last clearing port was Havana, where 
the present voyage began, and was to end at St. Thomas ; that he touched during 
the voyage at Little Bassa, and at several places along the Coast, from thence to 
Cape Palmas, in order to procure rice and palm oil; that he first saw Ae capturing 
vessel off New Sestos pn the 7th of the present month, and capture took place there 
and then ; that he was steering towards Cape Palmas at the time, with the inten- 
tion of touching along the Coast for provisions, and in order to fall in with, if 
G)ssible, some other vessel, from which he might procure a Mate to assist him in 
s navigation, his second Mate having died, and himself and his first Mate being 
sick at tlie time; that the course to St. Thomas' had been altered for these reasons 
only ; that the Owner of the vessel was named Almeida, Harbour Master, as he has 
heard, at St. Thomas', and, as he supposes, a Portuguese by birth ; that he knows 
nothing further of him, and was told he was owner by the late Captain ; that he 
knows nothing about any Bill of Sale ; that the late Captain put the cargo on 
board at Havana ; that he knows nothing of the vessel's lading on the last voyage; 
that the present cargo consists of rum, tobacco, gunpowder, muskets, iron bars, and 
dry goods ; that after capture the vessel was brought to Sierra Leone." 

Publication of the above evidence was granted on the 18th of October, 1838; 
and the Captor's Proctor then reopened the case on the 22nd ultimo, by putting 
some special interrogatories, with a view to obtain further information respecting 
the voyage. On these additional proceedings being published, the lOth instant 
was named for a day of trial. 

The Court was fully convinced that Messieurs Borosa Marino and Company, of 
Havana were the owners of the " ConstitugSo j" that Don Juan Batalia was the 
actual Master ; and that the object of the voyage to the Coast was to obtain a 
cargo of slaves, whose immediate embarkation was only prevented, by the capture of 
the vessel destined and prepared for their reception. 

On these grounds a sentence was pronounced by the Court, 4X>ndemning ibe 
schooner " Constitu^&o' as good and lawfiil prize to the Crowns of Great Britain 
and Spain. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 



Sierra Leone, November 12, 1838, 



R. DOHERTY. 



No. 21. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners to Vkcount Palmerston. — (Received May 6, 1839.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone^ November 12, 1838. 

We have the honom' to ti*ansmit to your Lordship enclosed our report of 
the case of the schooner '' Josephina,"" alias '' Rammcito,'' alias '' Fausta,** 
Antonio Josfe Puiga, late Master. This vessel was captured by Her Majesty^s 
brig **Bri8k,'\Lieutenant Arthur Kellett commanding, on the 17th ultimo, whilst 
at anchor in the river Gallinas, and was condenmed here on the 10th instant, in the 

a 
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British and Spanish Mixed Court* of Justice for being illegcdly equipped for the 
Slave Trade. 

The " Josephina* exhibited a Portuguese Register and Matricula to the Captor, 
but she was oeared out from Havana as the Spanish schooner '' Ramondtor The 
owner |tt Havana, however, strictly enjoined upon the Master, not to make use of 
his Spanbh papers, except when enterii^g a Spanish port. ' ^ * 

The allegations of the captor as to the Spanish character of his prize, and as to 
the Shive Trade intentions evinced by her equipment, were fully established to the 
satisfaction of the Court by the evidence of the papers and witnesses ; and the 
'^ JoMephina" was accordingly condemned, as good and lawful prize to the Crowns 
of Great Britain and Spain. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) • H, W. MACAULAY. 

R- DOHERTY, 
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fc. ^c 



Enclosure in No, 21. 



Report of the Case of the Schooner " Josephina," Antonio Joxe de Pmga, 

Master. 

The papers with which this vessel sailed are the following : 

1. A passport or register, granted by the Governor of the Cape de Verd Is- 
lands, and dated at Vilhi da Praia on the 12th January, 1837, setting forth 
that the Portuguese schooner ^^ Josephinof^ of American build, was owned and 
commanded by Antonio Jos^ de Puiga, and was bound to tlie city of Bahia. 
There is no indorsement whatever upon this document, but the usual receipt 
at the foot of tlie passport, for the payment of the fees due for affixing tne 
Government seal, is dated the 13th of January, 1838. It is unnecessary to 
remark upon the discrepancy between the date of tlie passport and that of the 
receipt attached to it, as both dat£s are known to be false, so far as Puiga is 
concerned. 

At the moment of capture, Gonzales, who had embarked on board the vessel 
as chief officer, and' was at that time the master, owing to Puiga's death, was 
observed to seize a manuscript book and commence tearing the leaves. This 
was of course prevented, and the book proved to be the log of a voyage from 
Havana to the Coast of Africa,, and back to Cuba, performed by a vessel called 
the '^ Constitution^'' between the 21st of September, 1837, and the 15th of Ja« 
nuary, 1888, and which landed on the latter date a cargo of slaves at Guani- 
mar on the island of Cuba. The lo^«book throughout is kept in the hand- 
writing of Antonio Jozfe de Puiga, wno sailed again from Havana three months 
aftei-wards, as the master of the schooner ^* Josephirui^^' now before us. Of the 
correctness of these facts there can be no doubt ; and yet the passport under 
which the '' Josephina'' is sailing states, that she has been owned and com- 
manded by Puiga since the month of January, 1887, and that the fee for ob- 
taining an official seal to the " Josephind%'* register was paid by Puiga at Villa 
da Praia, on the very day before he is proved to have landed a cargo of slavey 
on the coast of Cuba from another vessel. The authorities at the Cape de Verd 
Islands may not, however, be so much to blame as would at first sight appear, 
for an extensive manufacture of tliese passports is carried on both at Havana 
and on this coast ; and the Portuguese Consuls at Cuba are at little pains to 
detect forgery and fraud in this respect. 

No. 2 is the matricula certified by N. P. Trist, the American Consul at Ha- 
vana, on the 28th April last, describing the *' Josephina' as a Portuguese vessel 
bound to St. Paul de Loando. The captain "and owner is said to be Antonio 
Joze de Puiga, and the first and second officers are said to be Joao Gonzales 
and Genaro Truleta, all Portuguese ; whereas Gonzales swears that his first 
natne is Juan, not Joao, and that he is a Spaniard, and was born at Cadiz ; and 
with regard to Truleta, his pilotage certificate from Havana declares that he 
was born at Santandar in Spain. Puiga himself is also proved to have been a 
Spaniard; his log and letters are all written in the Spanish language; he 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 SIERRA LEONE. (%iw.) ^ ^ ^ 

# 

mentions in one of his letters that his family are resident at Corunna, and the 
cook of the same vessel swears that Puiga was born in the same place. 

But, although the ^* JofsepJiina'' left Havana on' the 5th of May last, with the 
Portuguese register and muster-roll which have been described, she cleared 
out froi^ tli^jt port with different papers as the Spanish schooner '^ Jtomoft- 
cito^ and;it was under the latter name that she was known to the slave- 
dealers on the coast. We have before alluded to the practice, adopted by 
Cuba vessels, of carrying both Portuguese and Spanish papers, the former of 
which are made use of when they are boarded ana searched by Her Majesty's 
cruizers, and with the latter they clear out from Havana, and again re-enter 
that port in ballast Such was the course pursued in the present instance. 

No. 3 is a letter of instructions, addressed b^ Don Joz6 Quevedo, the owner 
at Hkvana, to Puiga the marten The following is a translation : 

'*SlR, 

** From the moment that you sail and lose sight of the Morro, you 
must use no otlier papers but the Portuguese; unless you should be obliged to 
put into any of the ports of this island, in which case you will make use of the 
Spanish papers. 

*' Your route to the Coast of Africa must be that which you may think the 
m6st safe ; you will touch in going at the Gallinas ; there you will see Don 
Pablo Alvarez. You will hear from him if fie will give you your cargo for the 
merchandize which you carry, which cargo must be from 4qo upwards ; and 
the said Pablo ought also to provide provisions for them, without the undertak- 
ing being charged a * real.' But if you should find that you can do nothing 
with this gentleman, or with any otner with whom you should accidentally 
meet at that place, you will judge for yourself how you can best make the said 
cargo, taking care, however, that your stay does not exceed 100 days. Should 
you, at last, not be able to arrange your business, you will set sail without 
losing a moment, and continue your voyage towards the south, where you will 
settle the affair according to circumstances, taking care to visit the points of 
Loamlo, Ambriz, and all other trading places throughout Congo, in order to 
see in which you may find the greatest advantage. 

*' On your return voyage you will take the route which you may consider 
the safest for your owners. I prohibit you, under whatever pretext or motive 
it may be, from landing your cargo at St. Jago or Trinidad de Cuba. If, 
however, you should be absolutely compelled to do so, you will not dispose of 
the cargo until you shall have received my orders. ^ 

*'As soon as the vessel shall have landed her cargo, you will cause her that 
instant to get under weigh, leaving on shore fetters, boiler, or whatever may 
cause detention. 

"In case you should go to Guanimar, you will address yourself to Don 
Jose Miro; if to Bayahonda, to the house most suitable for the purpose; at 
Cabaflas to Don Louis Amiot; at Mariel to Don Antonio Bela; and at any 
other place to the person with whom it may be most advantageous to treat for 
the cargo. 

"I most particularly enjoin you not to lose any opportunity of informing 
me of the state of the undertaking, and what result may be looked for, writing 
for that purpose by every vessel that sails, whether Spanish or Portuguese. 

(Signed) '*JOZE QUEVEDO." 

No. 4. Five days before the ** Jo^ephinOj"' alias ** Rammcito^'* left Havana, 
the owner, Quevedo, sent on board that vessel a slave belonging to him, giving 
at the same time the following certificate. 

" I, the undersigned, give permission to my negro, Quevedo, to go a voyage 
in the schooner ** Ramoncito,^^ of which Antonio Puiga is captain ; ancf ror 
which purpose I give this present document, this 30th of April, 1838. 

(Si^ed) «JOZE QUEVEDO.*' 

No. 6' The next document to be noticed is the log book of the voyage, 
from which it appears that the " Josephine,'' sailed from Havana on the 6th of 
May, and arrived at the Gallinas on the 9th of July last On the 22d of July, 
after delivering her cargo to Don Pablo Alvarez at the last named port, sbe 
continued cruising for rice up and down the coast until the 16th ultimo, when 
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she finally came to anchor at the Gallinas, having looked in there twice durins^ 
the above interval. Captain Puiga died at sea on the first of August, and 
Gonzales then assumed the command. Capture took place on the 17th ultimo, 
the day after the vesseFs return to the Gallinas. In several parts of this log, 
aq^ in two other papers, the *^ Josephina'^ is called the ** rausta,** a name 
which forms her second alias ; but these slavers so' frequently change their 
names, that the same vessel is often spoken of under a different nam^ by differ- 
ent persons of the same crew. 

No. 6. In addition to these papers, a bundle of letters was found by the 
captor, some addressed by Puiga, the late Master, who was on shore at the 
Galiinas, to Gonzales, the present Master, who remained on board ; and others 
addressed by Pablo Alvarez, the consignee at the Gallinas of the outward 
cargo, and the intended shipper of the return cargo of slaves, to Puiga in the 
first instance, and after his death, to his successor, respecting the objects of the 
voyage. 

The captor. Lieutenant Arthur Kellett, commanding Her Majesty's brig 
*^ Brisk," arrived here with his prize on the evening of the 25th ultimo, and 
on the following day took the usual measures for the prosecution of the vessel. 
The captors' declaration, and the affidavit, which verified the facts of capture 
and authenticated the ship's papers, were, with those papers, received and 
filed; a monition citing all interested parties was directed to the Marshal ; a 
commission for a survey and inspection of the fittings of the vessel was issued 
to the surveyors of the Court, and the witnesses in preparatory were examined 
on the standing interrogatories. 

The Master, Juan Gonzales, deposed, **that he was born in Cadiz, has lived, 
eight years in Havana, is a subject of Spain, and has never served any other 
state; that he took command of the vessel on the death of the former Master, 
Don Antonio Puiga, a Portuguese, who generally resided in Havana, and who 
died three months since on the coast ; that Puiga had received possession nine 
months before atSt. Jago, Cape cfe Verd Islands, but from whom witness does 
not know, that he first saw the vessel about six months ago at Havana ; that 
she was built at some port of America, witness thinks at Boston ; that he was 
on shore when the vessel was seized, on the pretence, as he was afterwards 
told, that her papers were not good and right ; that she sailed under Portuguese 
colours, and had no others ; that she is about eighty tons burthen, and had a 
crew of thirteen officers and mariners besides witness, all Spaniards and Portu- 
guese, and all shipped by the late Master at Havana, where the voyage began, 
and where it was to have ended; that the. vessel touched at Gallinas for wood 
and water, and thence went on two successive trips down the coast for rice, 
and on her return from the second trip she was captured ; that the vessel was 
detained whilst at anchor ; that her papers destined her to St. Paul de Loando, 
where she would have gone, after two more trips to the coast for rice, which 
she was bound to make in consequence of a contract to that cft^ect made • 
between the late Master, Puiga, and a merchant at Gallinas; that the late 
Master often told witness that ne was sole owner of the vessel, but witness 
knows nothing of any bill of sale ; that no papers were destroyed, concealed, 
or made away with ; that he knows of no other papers than those produced 
relating to the vessel and cargo j that he does not know of any charter-party 
being made, or whether the vessel and cargo are insured ; that the Havana 
cargo was discharged at Gallinas." 

Joze de Subisarreta, the cook of the " Josephina,'' was the only other witness 
examined. He deposed, " that the former master, Puiga, resided at Havana, 
and was a Galician by birth, as witness has heard from Tiis own mouth ; that 
the detained vessel had a crew of 15 officers and mariners besides the master, 
all Spaniards mthout exception ; that the present voyage began and was to 
have ended at Havana, which was the last clearing port ; that he heard from 
both the former and present masters, and from all the officers, that the ovmer 
of the vessel was a merchant resident at Havana, but witness does not know 
of what nation the said owner was.** 

The most material articles of a slave equipment found on board by the 
surveyors, were 20 iron hatch-bars, sufficient plank to form a slave deck, a 
few iron bolts, 2400 gallons of water filled, and leaguers capable of containing 
6000 gallons more, 10 buckets, and 25 mess tins, coppers large enough to 
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cook for 300 persons, with a proportionate quantity of fuel, and a sufficiency 
of rice to feed 800 people for two months. 

The publication of all the above evidence having been decreed, and the 
Monition issued on the 2dth ultimo having been returned into the R^stry 
on the 5th instant, the 10th instant was appointed for the day of trial. . The 
ownership of the ** Josepfdna " having been clearly traced to the house of 
Jos6 Quevedo of Havana, from which place indeed she cleared out as the 
Spanish schooner ^' Ramoncitoy^ a sentence of condemnation was passed upon 
the vessel and her cargo, for a violation of the Tenth Article of the Spanish 
Treaty, in being illegally equipped for the Slave Trade. 

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 

Sierta Leone, November 12/A, 1838. R. DOHERTY- 



No. 22. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 20.) - 

m 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 5, 1889, 

•We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Despatch 
of the 2nd of November, 1838, transmitting a copy of a Despatch from Her 
Majesty's Commissioners at Havana, containing an account of suspicious vessels 
which had arrived at that port from the coast of Africa in the month of August 
last, and a list of those which had sailed from Havana to Africa during the months 
of July and August. 

iVe have &c» 
(Signed) ' . H. W. MACAULAY. 
R. DOHERTY. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Pcdmerston, G.CB. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 
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No. 23. 

Her Majesty M Commissioners to Viscount Palmerstofi. — {Received February 4, 

1839.) 

My Lokd^ Sierra Leone, August \Oihy 1838, 

We have the honour to hand to your Lordship enclosed our report of the 
case of the Portuguese brig ^' DUigentCy' Joao Baptista Simoni, Master, captured 
off the inland of Cuba by Her Majesty's ship ^* Pearl," Lord Clarence Edivard 
Paget, commanding, on the d4th April last, with 480 slaves on board, and con- 
demned on the 4th instant in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commis- 
sion at this place. 

After capture, the ** Diligente'' was taken, in the first instance, to Nassau, 
New Proviaence, where 475 slaves were, on the 7th May, landed and delivered 
into the charge of the Collector of Customs at that port. The vessel then pro- 
ceeded to Bermuda, where she was surveyed, and found to be unseaworthy, and 
consequently unfit to attempt a passage to Sierra Leone. The ship's Papers, and 
the requisite certificates, vouchers, and receipts, were, however, sent to us in an- 
other prize by the same Captor, and arrived here on the 7th ultimo. 

The Captor's allegations against the detained vessel were fully established by the 
evidence of the witnesses whom he produced. A sentence of condemnation was 
accordingly pronounced on the " DiUgente'' and her stores ; and the survivors of 
the slaves landed from her at Nassau were decreed to be emancipated. 

The transfer of this vessel from the Spanish to the Portuguese flag, was un- 
questionably fraudulent ; the former Spanish owner and master still remaining on 
board, in the character of a passenger, and having, as admitted by the witnesses, 
the entire management of the vessel and her concerns. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 



The Right Hon. Viscount PcUmerston, G.C.B.y 

6fc. Sfc. Sfc. 



R. DOHERTY. 



Enclosure in No. 23. 

Report of the case of the Portuguese brig •* Diligente," Joao Baptista Simoni, 

Master. 

The ships' papers, with which this vessel was furnished at the time of her 
capture, were the following :— 

No. 1. A register or passport, granted by Roque Callajo da Veiga Vidal, 
Chief Secretary of Government in the Cape de Verd Islands, charged with 
the administration of Government during the absence of the Governor- 
General, to the Portuguese brig ** Diligente^*' of American build, owned and 
commanded by Joao Duarte, 174 tons burthen, and armed with 2 guns (nine- 
pounders), 36 muskets, 20 cutlasses, and 10 pistols. This passport is dated 
at Villa cla Praia, on the 16th of June. 1836, An endorsement on the follow- 
ing day states that, in consequence of the owner of the vessel bein^ unable 
to go m her as Master, Jos6 Maria da Costa had been appointed to the com- 
mand; and a warning on the subject of the Slave Trade was signed at the 
Aame time by the Secretary of Government, and the newly-appointed Captain. 
There is no notice on the passport, nor is there any other paper to show for 
what place the ^* Diligente'* cleared out from the Cape de Verd Islands, but 
fihe was met with and examined on the coast by Her Majesty *s bng 
" Bonetta,*' on the 4th of December, 1836. Nothing further is on recorcl 
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respecting her movements until the 20th of September, 1837, when MlKpassport 
was visaed at Havana by the Portuguese Consul at that port, on the occasron 
of the " l>i%^^^ " clearing out for Princes Island, under the command of 
her present Master, Joao Baptista Simoni. 

Nor2. The muster-roll, signed by the Portuguese Consul, Fernandez, on 
the 20th September, 1^37, shows that the *' Biligente" carried a crew of 87 
persons, including the Captain. 

No. 3. is a certified copy of a bill of sale of this vessel, dated at Villa da 
Praya, on the 16th of June, 1836. It describes the " DiKgente " to have beM 
formerly the Spanish brig " Vengadoty' and mentions a Spaniard of the nan^ 
of Manoel Esquerdo as the seller, and the before-named Joao Duarte as the 
purchaser. v 

Nos. 4 and 5 are clearances and Custom-House papers, dated at Havana 
on the 21st of September, 1837, and in which the water-casks, boilers, and 
slave deck, are cleared out in the usual form. *^ 

No. 6 is the log-book of the voyage from Onim ol* Lagos, which was left 
oil the 27 th of February, 1838; and it is kept up regularly to the 24th of 
April, the day of capture. 

The following is the Captor's declaration: — '*I, Clarence Edward Paget, 
Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's sloop •' Pearl,*' hereby declare that, on 
this 24th day of April, 1838, being in or about latitude 24** 2(y north, longi- 
tude 85<> 5(f west. I detained the ship or vessel called the ^^ Dlligent€i^ sailing 
under Spanish colours, armed with 2 guns, (nine pounders,) commanded by 
Joao Baptista Simoni, who declared her to be bound from Lagos, on the west 
coast of Africa, to any port in the Island of Cuba, with a crew consisting of 
41 men and boys, and 1 passenger, whose names, as declared by them respec- 
tively, are inserted in a list at the foot hereof, and having on board 480 slaves, 
said to have been taken on board at Lagos on the 27th of February, 1838.",* 

This Declaration is signed by the Commander, First Lieutenant, and Sur- 
geon of the •* Pearl ;" and a minute inventory of the stores of the ** Diligente'^ 
on the day of her capture is annexed, attested by the signatures of the sur- 
veying officer, the Prize-master, and the Captain of the detained vessel. 

On the 7th of May, a declaration of the necessity for disembarking the 
slaves at Nassau, in New Providence, was made in the form pointed out in 
the regulations ; and on the same day the Collector of Customs at Nassau 
signecla receipt for 475 slaves, who were placed under his care and custody, 
5 slaves having died before they could be landed in the Bahamas. A quantity 
of provisions, consisting of 240 bags and baskets of beans and Indian corn 
and .5 half-tierces of rice, were then delivered to the Vice-President of the 
African Board, for the support of the captured negroes ; and the detained 
vessel forthwith proceeded to Bermuda, where, owing to her apparent unsea- 
worthiness, a survey upon her was ordered by the naval store-keeper at that 
Island. The persons appointed to execute this survey were the foreman of 
shipwrights, and the carpenter, and supernumeraiT carpenter of Her Majestv^s 
ship "Royal Oal^" who reported, on the 26th of May, that very extensive 
repairs would be necessary, before the *^2)i7tg-?wte" could be considered in a 
seaworthy condition ; and that such repairs could not be-made at the naval 
yard without seriously impeding the public service. It was accordingly re- 
solved that the detained vessel should be left at Bermuda, there to await the 
result of the prosecution against her before this Court. The ship's Papers, 
and the necessary vouchers and receipts, were then given into the charge of 
Mr. Duncan M'Leod Mackenzie, senior Mate of Her Majesty's sloop '• Pearl,'* 
the Prize-master of another vessel which was on the point of sailing for this 
place. 

On the 7th ultimo the " Diligente^' was regularly brought before the British 
and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission, on the petition of the Captor's 
Proctor ; the prize-master's affidavit of the facts of seizure was received and 
filed, together with the Captor's DeqJ^ration and its annexes, and the certi- 
ficate of the disembarkation of the slaves at Nassau ; the usual monition was 
issued ; and the witnesses in preparatory, produced by the Captor, were?.or- 
dered to attend at the Registry, for the purpose of being examined on the 
standing interrogatories. 

The Master deposed, that he was born in Lisbon, and lives there ; that he has 
never served any state but Portugal, and is unmarried ; that he w^fi appoipted 
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to the comagiRd^ and possession was given to him, in Havana, about ten 
months sinc^by Manoel Esquardo, the owner of the cargo, who is a Spanish 
subject resident at Havana ; that he was present when the vessel was seized 
for having slaves on board ; that she had no colours but Portuguese ; that 
the vesselhas always been called ^' Diligente,'' so far as he knows ; that s^ . 
is 174 tons burthen, and had a crew of S6 officers and marhiers, exclusive of 
witness, chiefly Spaniards, but part were Portuguese, and there were some 
Italians ; part were hired by the aforesaid Esquerdo before witness joined the 
vessel, and the others were shipped by witness himself at Havana about ten 
months since ; that neither witness, nor any of the officers or mariners, had any 
interest in the vessel or her cargo ; that the witness was Master on board ; 
that there was one passenger, the before-named Esquerdo, who was furnished^ 
with a passport from Havana as such, though he was the owner of the cargo j 
that Esquerdo accompanied the vessel from Havana to Lagos, and was on 
board at the time of the capture j that the present voyage commenced, and 
was to have ended, at Havana, which was the last clearing port, and whence 
the vessel proceeded to Lagos, where the outward cargo was landed, and 
slaves were purchased and shipped by Esquerdo ; that Uie capturing vessel 
was first seen off the Island of Cuba, at about 4 a. m., and capture took 
place about the same hour the following morning, after a chase of 24 hours ; 
that the detained vessel was steering for Havana at the time ; that one Joao 
Duarte, a Portuguese by birth, and a resident at the Cape de Verd Islands, is 
the owner of the vessel j that witness has been so informed by Esquerdo, 
and has seen Duarte*s name in the vessel's passport ; that witness knows 
nothing further about the said Duarte ; that he knows nothing about any 
bill of sale or the price of the vessel; that Esquerdo was the sole owner, 
lader, and consignee of the cargo ; that the slaves were to have been landed 
on the coast of Cuba, on account and risk of the said Esquerdo ; that the 
cargo, at the time of capture, was slaves, of whom 520 were taken on board at 
Lagos ; that 41 slaves died previous to capture, and 6 or 6 afterwards, and 
before they were landed ; that after capture the vessel was taken to Havana, 
thence to New Providence, and lastly to Bermuda ; that witness does not 
know whether the vessel be insured, as she was entirely under Esquerdo's 
management with regard to her tmde. 

Augustin Jos6 Perdoni, the cook of the detained vessel, was also examined 
on the same interrogatories, and deposed generally to the same facts as the 
Master; he states, in addition, that the ** Diligente'* sailed under Portuguese 
colours ; that there was also a Spanish ensign on board, which was hoisted 
when they fell in with a man-of-war; that he is wholly ignorant who is the 
owner of the vessel, or who would have been the consignee of the cargo j that 
the lader of the slaves was the passenger, Manoel Esquerdo. 

After the publication of the above evidence was decreed, a day of trial was 
prayed for, and Saturday, the 14th ultimo, on which day the monition, issued 
on the 7th ultimo, was made returnable into the Registry, was fixed for the 
purpose. In the meantime, however, Her Majesty's Commissary Judge was 
attacked with a serious and protracted illness, which incapacitAed him from 
attending to business of any description until the 4th instant, on which day 
the Court met for the adjudication of the case, when it was decreed that the 
Portuguese brig '' Diligmtej' Joao Baptista Simoni, Master, was legally 
and justifiably detained by Her Majesty's sloop ** Pearl," Lord Clarence 
Edward Paget commanding, and that she be conclemned as good and lawful 
prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and Portugal, for being engaged in the 
illicit traffic in slaves. The Court further decreed that 480 slaves were on 
board the •* DiUgeiite '* at the time of her capture, of whom five died previous 
to the arrival of the detained vessel at Nassau; and the remaining 475, 
handed over to the Collector of Customs at Nassau, or the survivors of them, 
were at the same time decreed to be emancipated from slaveiy. 

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 

Sierra Leone, lOth August, 1838. R. DOHERTY. 
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Her Mnjestys Commssioners to Viscount JPaBw^/^on, {Iteceived Webrwxry 4. 

1839.) 

Mr L»BD, BiermL&me^ IQA Amgvsi, 1B3& 

We ka¥e<beh<m(Mir1oiiiferai7oiir L(^^ Ifae 

Portuguese brig "* Cmn^em/* FeHs Omn^ Madail, Mftslwv ^ms ceadeamed in 
the Britkli and Paituguese Court of Mixed CQimmsmon, for being engi^ed n 
the lUicft Irafie in Sli^s; and at tke same tnae ihe mrwnom^ <9^ 599 fbres, 
vfb9 were lauded from €be coudemiMd vessel at Massau in New F)wvtde»cej 
were decreed te be emancipated. 

From the inclosed rraort nf iStm ^ase, your LariA^ will pereeive, llurt Ae 
^^Ccmoeni* wascapturel off the Island of Cuba, on the 90tfi ot Apri but, hf 
Her Majesty's sloop '* Sappho/* Thomas Fruzer, Bsq, oomoHmder, wiA STB 
slaves on bos^, who had been embarked at Lagos ou the fddt day of liie 
prerious month. After capture, the ^ Cameens*' was taken to Nassau, where 
aU the slaves, with the exception of three who died in the intermediate lime, 
were landed, and delivered into the charge of Mr. Haiiriyn, the ooUector of 
cixstoms at that place. 

From Nassau the detuned vessel was carried to Bermuda, and thenee des- 
patched to Sierra Leone for adjudication. She arrived here on the l!6ih ultinM ; 
and the evidence taken in the case having shown that the ^' CkmeetuT wus one of 
the numerous vessels employed in carrying on a Spanish Slave Trade under the 
Portuguese ^g, a sentence of e<mdemnation against her necessarily foBowed. 

We have, kc., 
(Signed) H- W. MACAULAY. 

< R. DOHERTY. 

The Right Han. F'iscomd Palmerston, G.C.B. 

e^. Sfc. Sf€. 



Enclosure in No. 24. 

Report of the Case of the Portuguese Brig '^Camoensy" FeUm Cesmd MadtM^ 

Master. 

The following papers were found on board this ▼easel at tlie tsnre «f her cap* 
turc:— 

1. An extraordinary passport, granted by Joaquim Antonio de Magalfaaes, 
Minister Plenipotentiary from Portugal to the Emperor of Brazil, dated in Rio 
de Janeiro, the 11th of July, 1836, and by which the Portuguese brig «* Can 
moens^^ owned and comnKinded by Joao Antonio Chaves, a Portuguese subject, 
is authorised to sail from Bahia to the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas. This 
passport was registered rn the Portuguese Consulate at Bahia on the 28th of 
July, 1886; and on the 27th of August the ^ Camoens'* cleared out from that 
port, under the command of Jos^ Gonsalves da Stlva. On thc2l8t of Novcm- 
Dcr followinff she was boarded and examined by Her Majesty's brig ^ Chaiyb- 
dis," whilst Tying in Lagos roads; and thence proceeded to Havana, it is pre- 
sumed, with a cargo of slaves, as we find from an endorsement on the passport 
by Jos6 Miguel Fernandez, the Portuguese Consul at Havana,, that she left 
tliat notorious slave-mart on the 19th of September, 1887, bound again to the 
coast of Africa, under the command of her present Master. 

No. 2 is the Matricula, or list of the crew, attested by the Portuguese Consul 
at Havana, and dated at that place on the 19th of September, 1887. 

No. 8. The Clearances and official manifest, granted on the same day by the 
authorities at Havana, contain the usual notice as to the water-casks and boil- 
ers being intended for holding and clarifying palm oil. 

No. 4. The Log-book exhibits nothing deserving of notice. 

The *' Cambens^* had escaped the notice of Her Majesty's cruisers on this 
coast, and had nearly reached her destination, when sl^ was happily Jatlen m 
with and detained by Her Majesty's sloop ** Sappho," by the (Jommander of 
which vessel the following declaration was made and attested in the \isual 
form :— . 

'* I, Thomas Fraser, Esquire, Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's sloop 
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^ Seppho," hetthv deeiaKv the^^ m» tfais'SOth day of Apral^ lsB38, being ia er 
about latstiKlea4r4' Norths laB««¥de 80° 8^ Weat^ I detained the brig, named 
the " Camoemy'' sailing under Fortuguese .coloilrs, unarmed^ commanded by- 
Felix Cosm^* MadaiT, ^rho declared her too be bound from the River Lagos to 
the Island of CalA, with a crew of thirty^five men, includii^ the Captaini 
and two passengers ; and having on board 672 slaves, said to have been taken 
on board at Lagos, on th6 18th day of March, 1838." 

To this dedaratica iaaBaexedan inventory of the stores,, sails, and other fur- 
nitufre on board the ^' Camoens'^ at the time of 4ier detention, and a certificate as 
to the necessity of disembarking the slaves at Nassau, New Providence, 
owing te the doease and debility from which they were suffering, in conse- 
quence of their low c^ifinemcni Tluee slaves died before they could be 
receiired oa ahoieaiNassaai ; bat the renu^nder, to the number of five hundred 
and sixty-nitte, weare placed ia charge of Mr. W. T. Hamlyn^ the Collector of 
Cuatoms there to await the adjudie^ion of the vei^eL 

On the 10th ultimo, the arrival of the *' Camoenti' in this harbour was^ re* 
posted I^ the Matshal, and on the san^ day proceedings were commenced 
against the Tcssel by the Captor's Proctor in the usual £orm^ The Prize Mas- 
ler'a affidavit, v^fying the statements of tiie Captor's declaration, and autheur 
ticadng the ship'a papejc% was, with those papecs> received and filed^ a moni* 
tioQ. woA issHied^ caUing on idl interested parties to appear ; and the witnesses 
ia pfepacatovy weie opdered io give immediate attendance,* that their exami* 
Bations on the staading interrogatories mi^it be taken. 

The Master deposed "That he was bom in Lisbon, and lives there; that he 
is a Portuguese ai^t^ct, and baa never served any state but Portugal; that he 
appointed himself to the comaumd of the detained vessel, being owner of her, 
having received possession of her twelve months since at Havana from Manoel 
Isidore, the former owner; that he wa& present when the vessel was captured 
for having slavea on boaid ; that she had no oolours but Portuguese ; that she 
is about 280 tona burthen^ and had a crew of about thirty-four officers and 
naariners exchiftive of witness^ part Portuguese and part Spaniards^ ail hired 
and shimedat Havana by witness in September last; that both vessel and 
cargo belong to witness ; that tliere was one passenger on boards Fj^mcisco 
Silst, a Spaniard, a resident at Havana, who was embarked at Havana in Sep- 
tember last for a passage to the coast oif Africa and back; that the said passen- 
ger had no aaBioiiAy in the vessel ; that the last clearing port was Havana, 
where the voyage commenced, and where it was to have ended ; that from 
Havana the vessel proceeded direct to La^os, where the slaves were shipped ; 
that there was a bill of sale from Manoel Isidore to witness, made at Havana in 
July last; that there were no subscribing witnesses ; that the said bill of sale has 
been left at Havana ; the price paid for the vessel was seven thousand dollars, 
and was all paid ia cash; that witness ia sole owner, lader, and consignee of the 
cargo; that the slaves were to have been landed on the coast of Havana; that 
after seizure the vessel was taken to New Providence, thence to Bermuda, and 
from that pkce to Sierra Leone." 

Jaim^ Moysi, the furst Mate of the ^^ Cmtn&eiMi* was also examined; but his 
^posifioo tended to elicit nothing new, being only a repetition of that given 
by the Master, 

The above*evid8iice was publbhed on the IStb ultimo, and a Court was sum- 
moned for the tSrd following, on which day the monition which bad been pub- 
fiflhed on the Wth ultimo, was returned into the registry, with tlie certificate of 
the Marshal of its having been duly served. 

The seriotts illness of the British Commissary Judge prevented the sitting of 
the Court at the thae appointed ; and the case was finally adjudicated cm the 
4th instBnt^ on which day the Court declared that the Portuguese brig ^ Co- 
meen^r Felix Cosm^ Madail, Master, was engaged in the illegal traffic in slaves 
at the time of her capture by Her Majesty's sloop ** Sappho," Thomas Fraser, 
Esquire; Commander, having on board at the time of her detention five hun- 
dred and seventy-two slaves, of which number three died prior to the arrival of 
the ** Camoewf^ at Nassau, and five hundred antl sixty-nine were landed on 
that island on the 7th of May last. 

It was thereupon decreed that the ' Cmrno^fnT be condemned as good and 

L 2 
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lawful prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and Portugal, and that the sur- 
vivors of the five h^pdred and sixty-nine slavea landed at Nassau be eoianci- 
pated from slavery. 

(Signed) U.W.MAQAVLAY. 

Si(^a I^ane, August^ 10/A, 1838. ,^ . R. DOHEBTY. 

No. 25. 

Her Majesty's Commis^otiers to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Received February 4, 

* 1839.JL . 

My Lord^ Sierra I/eone, August 15, 1838. 

Herewith we have the honour to lay before your Lordship our RefMirt of 
the case of the Portuguese brigantine "Paqu^ FelisJ' Manoel de Brito Lima, 
Master, condemned for having Been found to the north of the line with a cargo of 
slaves on board, who had been sliipped three days prior to capture in the river 
Bonny. * ■ . '^ 

TMs vessel was detained by Her Majesty's schooner *' Fair Rosamond/' Iieu« 
tenant William Brown Oliver, commanding, on the I3th ultimo, with 195 slaves 
on board, and was immediately sent to this place for adjudic^on. She arrived 
here on the 1st instant, and the proceedings against her were closed on the 8th 
instant, on which day a sentence was pronounced by the British and Portuguese 
Court of Mixed Commission, by which the vessel and her stores were declared to 
be good and lawful prize, and the 187 slaves, the survivors of the cargo shipped, 
were emancipated. 

In this case, as in every other which we have lately had to report, the Portuguese 
flag was merely used as a cover for Spanish property. The vessel cleared out as 
the Spanish brigantine '^ Ceres i' from Havana, laden with trade goods for ^ 
coast ; and without finding it necessary either to discharge her outward cargo, or to 
change her crew, sjie obtained Portuguese papers from the Governor of the Cape 
de yei*d Islands ; and although the former Spanish Master was furnished by tne 
same Governor with a passport, stating that he was " a shipwrecked Spanish 
sailor," he still continued in the vessel as before, directing her voyage, managii^ 
her concerns, and purchasing her cargo of slaves. 

We have &c. 

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 

R. DOHERTY. 
The Right Honouraote Viscount Palmerston^ G.CJ3. 
8fc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 25. 



Report of the Case of the Portuguese Brigantine ** Paquete Felis," Manoel de 

Brito Lima, Master. 

On the 20th of January last, this vessel, then called the '' Ceres,'' cleared 
out at Havana under Spanish colours, for the Cape de Verd Islands, under 
the command of Pedro Tudela, and arrived at her destination on the 22nd of 
February last, being at that time fully laden with goods suited to the African 
trade. At Villa da Praia, St. Jago, in the Cape de Verd Islands, a nominal bill 
of sale was executed on the 21st March, 1838, by the Spanish master, Tudela^ 
to Joao Baptista Fereira dos Santos, said to be a Portuguese subject, and the 
vessel on the same day assumed the Portuguese flag, and obtained a Portu- 
guese passport from tne Portuguese Governor-General of the Caoe de Verds, 
At Porto rraya, the ** Ceres*' whose name was now changed to pat of ^' Pa^ 
quete Felis,'' was placed under the nominal command ot her present Portu- 
guese Master, and cleared out for Maranham, the former Spanish Master, 
Tudela, still retaining the direction and management of the voyage in the 
same manner that he had done before the fictitious transfer had taken place. 
^. Instead of sailing for Maranham, the ^* Paquete FeKs'' went direct to the 
river Bonny, where, after a short space of time, she shipped a cargo of slaves, 
with whom she was returning to the Havana, when fallen in with and detained 
by Her Majesty's schooner " Fair Rosamond,'* on the 13th ultimo. 
The papers found on board the detained vessel are : 
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!♦ Portuguese passport. 
• *. Muster-roll. ; 
S. Clearance of cargo. 
4.Bmofsale. 

5. The log-book of the voyage from Havana to f orto Praya, and thence to 
the river Bonny. 

6. A passport from the Portuguese Governor-General of the Cape Verd 
Islands, dated on the safhe day as the four first pa|^s» describing Pedro Tu- 
dela, the real owner and nominal seller of the **^^Pa^eecfe jP<?/iV' as a ship- 
wrecked Spanish sailor, and authorising him to make a passage in the vessel 
to Maranham. 

lamiediately after capture the ** Paquete FelW was despatched to Sierra 
Leone, and her arrival in this harbour was reported by the Marshal on the 31st 
ultimo. The surgeon of the courts then visited the slaves, and statetJ-tliat 
eight of them had died from dysentery since capture ; that twenty-seven casesv 
of dysentery and two of ulcer had been markea by him in the usual manner 
for hospital treatment; that the rest of the slaves were unusually clean and 
healthy-looking ; but that the inadequate size of the vessel, and the incle- 
mency of the weather, rendered it necessary thai the whole should be landed 
as soon as possible. " This recommendation from the surgeon was at once 
carried into effect, and the healthy portion of the slaves were placed in the 
Liberated African yard in Freetown, and the sick deposited in the hospital at. 
Kissy. 

The prosecution of the *^ Paquete Felis^ was opened by the Captor's Proctor 
on the Jst instant, on which day the ship's papers, the Seizor's declaration^ 
and the affidavit of the prize officer, were lodged in court j the monition was 
issued, and the witnesses in preparatory were produced for examination. The 
declaration is to the following effect: — *' I, William Brown Oliver, Lieutenant 
and Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's schooner ' Fair Rosamond/ do 
hereby declare that, on this 13th day of July, 1838, being in or about latitude 
4" 16' north, longitude T 2(y west, I detained the brigantine named ' Paquete 
Felisy sailing under Portuguese colours, armed with no guns, commanded by 
Manoel de Srito Lima, who declared her to be from the river Bonny, and 
having on board one hundred and ninety-six slaves, said to have been taken on 
board in that river, on the 10th day of July, 1838." 

In reply to the standing interrogatories, the Master j^eposed "That he was 
born at Bona Vista, and fives at Port Praya, in the Cape Verd Islands ; that 
he has never served any state but Portugal ; that he was appointed to the 
command of the detained vessel, and possession of her was given to him at 
Porto Praya, in March last, by Juan Baptista Fereira Santos, a resident of that 
place^ and a Portuguese subject; that he first saw the vessel at Havana about 
nine months since; that he believes she is Portuguese built ; that he was pre- 
sent when the vessel was captured for having slaves on board ; that she had no 
colours but Portuguese; that she was formerly called ^^ Ceres f that she is 
about 120 tons burthen, and had a crew of twenty-six officers and men, ex- 
clusive of witness, part Pbrfuguese and part Spaniards, all (except three who 
were shipped at the Cape Verd Islands by Juan Baptista Fereira Santos) hired 
and shipped at Havana, but when or by whom witness does not know ; that 
neither witness, nor any other of the officers or marines, had any interest in the 
vessel or cargo; that there was one person on board, furnished with a passen- 
ger's passport, whose nime is Pedro Tudela, who was the former Master of the 
vessel, and who acted as supercargo at the time of capture; that the said Tu- 
dela is a Spaniard by birth, and a seaman by profession, and having com- 
manded the vessel from Havana to Porta Praya as Master (witness being then 
only a passenger on board), was there furnished with a passport, and was on 
board tor a voyage to Bonny and Havana ; that witness was under the orders 
of the said Tudela with respect to the vessel's course; that the voyage com- 
menced and was to have ended at Havana ; that the last clearing port was 
Pbrto Praya in the Cape Verd Islands ; that the vessel left Havana under the 
command of Pedro Tudela ; that witness cleared out from Porto Praya for 
Maranham, but after they had got to sea, Pedro Tudela directed witness to 
steer for the Bonny, and when arrived there, Tudela went on shore and pur- 
chased slaves from the natives j that the capturing vessel was first seen outside 
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the bar of the Bonny on the 13th of July, and capture te«4t place after 
about two hours* chase j that the vessel was steering for Havana at the ^me, 
and made every effort to escape ; that he does not know who w tiie owner of 
the cargo ; that the lader and consignee of the slaves was Pedro Tud«la, the 
supercargo ; that the cargo shtppM at Havana on the present occasion con- 
sisted of rum and dry goods; that the present cargo is slaves^ of whom ld7 
were sbtnped in the Borniy ; that some or the slaves died between their ship- 
went ana c^ure; thirt t^e vessel was under the management of the super- 
cargo, Pedro Tudela, in regard to her trade.'* 

The evidence of the First Mate, Miguel Cerda, the other witness examineil, 
so closely corresponds wich that given by the Master, that it will be vnnecea^ 
sary to quote it at length. 

An affidavit of the Prize Master was then filed, accounting for the deaths 
which had occurred amongst the slaves subsequent to the date of capture ; 
and the Monition being returnable on the 8th instant^ that day was fixttd 
for the adjudication of the case. 

The sentence of the court was tjiat the Portuguese Brigantine ^^Pitqueta 
FeU^y'* Manoel de Brito Lima, Master, be condemned as ffood and lawftil prtsb 
to the crowns of Great Britain and Portugal, having been captured \niilist 
engaged in the prohibited traffic in slaves, by Her Majesty's schooner, ^Fstr 
B€>samond," Lieutenant William Brown Oliver, commanding. It was fortlier 
-decreed that there were on board the ** Paquete FeUs ^ at the time of her caijK 
tnre, 196 slaves, that 8 had died since ; and that the survivors^ t87 in nmnber, 
be emancipated from slavery, 

(Signed.) H. W. MACAULAY. 



Sierm LeoM, August 15^, 1838. 



R. DOHERTTY- 



No. 2a 

Her Maje^uM CammUsianerstoF'iseofuntPalmer^UfL — (.Received Fehruary 4fA, 

1839.) 

My Lord, Sierra Letme^ August I5ih, 1838. 

We have the honour to transmit to your Lordship enclosed, our JRepoft 
of the case of the Portuguese schooner, " Feltz,"' Miguel Avalha, Master, 
captured by Her Majesty's ship *• Madagascar/' Comni<^ore Sir John Strutt 
Peyton, Commanding, about twenty miles to* the eastward of 'Pott Royal 
harbour, Jamaica. We have also the honour to forward a copy of the ju<%^ 
ment pronounced on the 8fth instant, and by which the detamed vessel was 
dea^eed to h»ve been subject and liable to condemnation at the time of her 
capture ; and the survivors of the slaves landed from her at Jamaica, were 
decreed ta be emancipated. 

The '* FeUx' was owned by the notorious Pedro Mavtinez, who dispatched 
her from Havana to the Cape de Verd Islands, in the month of October, 1837, 
having first placed on board a Portuguese subject, named Miguel Avalha, who 
was nominally to assume the command of the vessel at Port Plraiya, tm her 
receiviBg there a Portuguese flag and pass. The adventure was> however, in all 
its parts essentially Spanish ; the crew and the outward cargo were slnpped at 
Havana ; and the return cargo of slaves was on its way to Havana, when it was 
captured by Her Majesty's steam-vessel "Flamer," The "Fllamer," unfor- 
tunately for her, was unprovided with the instructions necessary to enable her to 
make seizures of Portuguese vessels engaged in the Slave Trade. As sooi^ 
therefore, as the " Feliz'* reached Jamaica, she was withdrawn from the possession 
of the first unauthorised seizor by Commodore Sir John Stnrtt Peyton, com- 
manding Her Majesty's ship "Madagascar,'* by whom the detained vessel was 
sent to this place for adjudication, after the slaves found on board had been 
landed and delivered into the care of the Collector of the Customs at Kingston. 

The ** FeUz"* was driven on shore, and lost near Fort St. lioms S^eeal, but 
liie papers oi the vessel, and a sufficient number of witnesses from liie stained 
crew were soon after brought down to this piece by the prkie oiieer. 
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We beg lesre revpeetfidty to mSbt your Loiddups to tke OBckMed jiapers toi 
ample details of thk interesthig and important case. 

We have, fee. 
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY, 

R. DOHBRTY. 
Tke RigM H^ru Vhewmt Faimermtan, G.C.B. 
ofe» €fc* cfc* 



First Bnclosure in No. 36. 
Report i^ihe case of ihe Portugueee Schooner ** Feliz," Miguel Acathuy Master^ 

The only papers found on board thb vessel at the time of faer capture, 
were a passport and muster-roll, both dated at Porto Praya, in the Cape 
Verd Island^ on the 20th of November, 1837, and in which the ^* Felix*' is 
declared to be the property of the notorious FranciBco Cardozo de Mello, to 
have been built in Spanish America, and to be bound for the city of Maranham, 
by wiry of Havana. 

In this case, as in the last, the Cape Verd Islands were visited solely fbr 
the purpose of obtaining a Portuguese flag and pass, the crew and cargo 
shipp^ at Havana still continuing on board, and the vessel remaining, as 
berore, under the command of the Spanish Captain, although the nominal 
Captain was thenceforward the Portuguese, Miguel Avalha, who had, however, 
joined the vessel in like manner at Havana. 

In naming Maranham as the pert to which the ** Felix*" was destined, the 
only object was, of course to doccrve^ and the ^*FeUx'' went direct from Porto 
Praya to the river GralBnas, in the neighbourhood of this colony, where she 
took on board a cargo of 342 slaves, with whom she retorned to the West 
Indies, and had nearly ODmpleted her voyage wiiem she was detained by Her 
Majesty's Post-office Stem Packet, ^ Flamer,^ and brought to anchor off the 
south-east end of the island o£ Jamaica* 

The history of the *^Feliz'' firom this period natil her arrival on the coast, 
the manner in winch she was removed from the possefisim of the ^ Flamer'^ 
into tiiat of the ^ Madagascar," and her subsequent total loss in the neighbour* 
hood of the Senegal, are ftilly detailed m the annexed copy of die judgment 
which was pronounced in the case; and we now resume the account of the 
proceedings connected with this vessel, from the time when a prosecntioa was 
commenced against her in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commis- 
sion, aa the part of Commodore Sir John Strutt Peyton, who had seized the 
**Feii»'^ off Jamaica, and despatched her to this place for adjudicatiofK 

On the 10th of May, 1838, the ship's papers of the '^ Feliz' were brought 
into court, duly authmticated by the affidavit of the Priac Master, Mr. Henry 
William Baugh, mate of Her A^esty's ship ^^Madagaspar," who also deposed 
that the said ship was duly authorised and empowered, according to the pro- 
visions of the additiomd Convention to the Tr^y with Portugal, to make 
seizures of vessels under Portuguese colours engaged in the sla\^-trade. Two 
declarations of the captor, the original and a suroidiary one, were also filed the 
same day; and the M!onition prayed fbr was granted and issued. 

The original Declaration is to the followmg effect : — " I, Sir John Strutt 
Peyton, Knight, K.C.H., Commodore of the second class, Sec. &c. &c., in com- 
mand of Her Majesty's ship 'Madagascar,* hereby declare that, on this 5th day 
of February, 1838> I^did, by one of my boats, in charge of Mn Hammel lugold 
Strutt, Master of the said ship, (being of the same naval rank as a Lieutenant, 
and acting in pursanee of orders given to him by me,) detain the schooner 
named the ' FeKz^* at a distance of about four miles south-east half east from 
the Yallahs, White-horses, about twenty miles to the eastward of Port Royal, 
Jamaica, sailii^ under Portuguese colours, unarmed, and commanded by 
Miguel Avalha, who declared her to be bound from the river GaUinas to Cuba, 
and having cm board 336 slaves, said to have been taken on board in the river 
Gallmas, on the 8th day of January, 1888/* 

In his Subsidiary Declaration the Captor states that, *^ finding it necessary 
to disembark the whole of the said slaves before the vessel could arrive at 
Sierra Leone, to which place it was his intention to send the ' FeRz^ for adju- 
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dication, on account of there not being a sufficient quantity of provisions for 
their subsistence for more than six days ; on account of tne state and condi- 
tion of the vessel; and, further, on account of the general sickness and 
mortality which must ensue amongst the slaves from their continuing any 
longer in a cramped and confined state ; therefore, from these necessities, 324 
slaves, as shown in the accompanying receipt, were, on the 9th day of Febru- 
ary, 1838, disembarked at Kingston, Jamaica, where they remained/' 

The receipt here referred to is signed by Mr. J. G. Swainson, Collector of 
Customs at Kingston, and states that S40 male, and 84 female slaves, were 
delivered to him from the Portuguese schooner, ^^Feltz^ by Sir J. S. Peyton^ 
on the day already named. 

The witnesses in preparatory, produced for examination on the standing inter- 
rogatories, were a seaman, and the cabin-boy of the detained vessel. Tne first, 
named Marco RoUand, deposed ^* that the Master, Miguel Avalla, was bom in 
Minorca, and resides either at Porto Rico, or Havana; that the Master was 
appointed to the detained vessel at Havana, about seven months ago; that the 
vessel is Spanish built; that he was present when the vessel w^ sei2ed for 
having slaves on board; that she sailed under Portuguese colours; that tliere 
were 16 officers and marines, exclusive of the Master, part Portuguese and 
part Spaniards, but all hired and shipped at Havana about seven months since ; 
that tne voyage commenced, and was to have ended at Havana; that the 
slaves were shipped in the Gallinas, from which river the * Feliz' was proceeding .. 
to Havana, when she was fallen in with and captured by a British steam-vessel; 
that the owner of the vessel is Pedro Martinez, who is a Spaniard by birth, and 
resides at Havana ; that witness has heard Martinez say that he is the owner; 
that the consignee of the cargo at Gallinas, and the lader of the slayes there, 
was a Spanish Captain, whose name witness forgets, who has been residing there 
trading for slaves during the last three years ; that the owner of the slaves is 
Pedro Martinez ; that the lading shipped at Havana on the present voyage was 
tobacco, rum, and dry goods; that after capture the vessel was taken to 
Jamaica, and whilst at anchor off the island, in charge of an officer and party 
from the steam-boat which had captured. her an officer and party from a British 
man-of-war, lying at Port Royal, ooardcd the detamed vessel, and took posses- 
sion of her ; that the detainea vessel was then anchored close to the man-of- 
war, and thence she was proceeding to Sierra Leone, when she was lost off 
Senegal ; that Spanish Captain, who was on board as supercargo, had the sole 
management of tne vessel with regard to her trade." 

Juan Miguel Altizen, the cabin-boy of the ** Feliz'' deposed that there were 
two Masters of the detained vessel, the principal one a Spaniard, called Don 
Juan, the other a Portuguese, called Don Miguel ; that the said Masters were 
appointed to the vessel at Havana by Pedro Martinez ; that all the crew were 
hired and shipped by the Spanish Master ; that there was no passenger, unless 
the Spanish Captain can be so termed, as he took a passenger's passport at the 
Cape Verd Islands, thpugh he was in fact the person who had the chief 
autnority on board ; that the last clearing port was St. Jago, one of the Cape 
Verd Islands, where the vessel's papers from Havana were taken on shore 
by the two Masters, and new ones procured, and after remaining there three or 
four days, the vessel went on to the Gallinas, where the slaves were shipped ; 
that the lader of the slaves was Don Pancho Ramon, a resident slave-trader in 
the river Gallinas. 

On the publication of the above evidence being decreed, the Captor's Proctor 
was callea upon by the Court to state why the Master of the detained vessel 
had not been produced in accordance with the 8th Article of the regulations. 
To account for the Master's absence, an affidavit of the Prize Officer was ten- 
dered, in which that gentleman deposes that ** on Monday, the 23rd of April, 
last, deponent with his prize crew, and the Master and two seamen belongmg 
to the detained vessel, arrived at Senegal, when the Governor of the place en- 
gaged a passage for them in a trading cutter bound to Goree ; that the ssud . 
cutter was ready for sea on the following day about one o'clock in the after- 
noon; that the same notice was given to the Master; but that, when deponent, 
and his crew were ready to embark, the said Master was not to be found, 
although all the crew were employed in searching for him until 3 o'clock of 
that day, when they were obliged to embark without him/* 

It had, however^ come to the knowledge of the Commissioners, that the 
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Pastel* of the ** jR^/iV had subsequently reached St. Mary's, on the river 
Gambia, and had applied, but unsuccessfully, for a passage to this place in a 
vessel which was coming down. It might, therefore, be expected that, by some 
other conveyance, he would reach the colony in a short time. On this ground, 
when a petition for a day of trial was presented-J^y the Captor's Proctor, the 
Commissioners followed the same course which was pursued by their predeces- 
sors, Messrs. Gregory and Hamilton^ in the case of the " Conchita^*' Class A, 
1824 — 1825, p, 31,) in accordance with the first article of the Regulations, and 
deferred giving judgment on the case until the 16th ultimo, (which day would 
complete two months from the date of the Monition being issued,) unless the 
Master should in the mean time make his appearance. The protracted illness 
of the Commissary Judge caused the judgment to be again deferred until the 
8th instant, on which day, after hearing the arguments of counsel, the Court 
entered upon a close examination of the grounds, on which it might be sup- 
posed, that the restoration of this vessel would have been claimed, had any 
qualified representative of the owners been present in the character of claimant. 

The *' FeRz '* having been captured north of the Line, with a car^u of slaves 
on board, the only argument ^vnich could be brought forward in favour of a 
sentence of restoration, must be founded on the fact that, although the" JF^^/tV' 
was taken possession of and prosecuted by Her Majesty's ship ** Madagascar,'^ 
she was brought within the power of that man-of-war by a previous illegal 
detention by Her Majesty's steam-vessel " Flamer ;" on which ground it might 
be urged that reason, and the practice of the Sierra Leone Courts in the case 
of the " General Manso," were opposed to the condemnation of a prize taken 
under such circumstances. 

Plausible as this argument appears, it was not deemed conclusive by the 
Court. A decision, directly the reverse of that given in the case of the 
** General Manso,** had been pronounced by our predecessors, Messrs. Jackson 
and Smith, in the case of trie " Donna Barbara;'^ and this decision, which 
fully recognized the lawfulness of second captures, under such circumstances 
as marked the case of the ** Feliz" had, so far as this important principle is 
concerned, been unimpeached by the Advocate General, to whom it was referred 
for his legal opinion. 

With these two opposite decisions before us, we adopted that given in the 
case of the " i^onwa Barbara!^ as more conformable to the letter and spirit of 
the Portuguese Treaty ; and because the judgment which restored the '* Qene- 
ral Man^o/' wsis made to depend, not on the merits of the case, not on the 
violation of the Treaty and of justifce in the capture of the ** General Manso^'' 
but on the supposed disapproval by Government of second captures under any 
circumstances, and on the supposed absence of any notice by Government 
of the '^ Donna Barbaras'* condemnation for the two years following that 
event. 

Of the opinion and intentions of the Goveniment we took an entirely differ- 
ent view, founded on an important and voluminous correspondence, the 
existence of which was altogether unknown to the Commissioners who restored 
the *' General Mansoy We considered that there was no Article in the Treaty 
which restricted the right of an authorised cruiser to capture Portuguese slave- 
vessels, having slaves on board, to the northward of the Line; that even when 
such slave-vessels have been subjected to the power of dn authorised cruiser 
by the illegal act of another, the authorised cruiser may still detain them, 
unless she have been in some >vay or other cognisant of, assistant in, or con- 
niving at, the illegal act by which those slave-vessels have been brought 
within her reach; and that reparation for the illegal act, which has thus led 
to capture and condemnation, must, by the 13th Article of the Regulations, 
be sought from the guilty party and from his government, and not from the 
innocent cruiser, who has acted in strict conformity with the instructions 
published for his guidance. 

It was accordingly decided by the Court, that Her Majesty's ship '* Mada- 

fascar," Commodore Sir John Strutt Peyton commanding, was proved to 
ave been dulv qualified to make seizures of Portuguese slave-vessels engaged 
in the Slave Trade; that by the 5th, 6th, and 7th articles of the Convention. 
Commodore Peyton was justified in seizing the Portuguese schooner" Felix^ 
Miguel Avalha, Master ; that the said schooner was, at the time of her total 
loss, subject and liable to condemnation ; and that tlie survivors of the 324 
Class A. — Further Series. M 
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slaves landed from the said schooDer in the island of Jamaica, on the 9th day 
of February last, be emancipated from slavery* 

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 

R. DOHERTY. 
Sierra Leone, August 15, 1838. 



Second Enclosure in No. 26. 



Judgment given in the Case of the Portuguese Schooner '^ Feliz/ 
Miguel Avalha, Master. 

This vessel was sailing under Portuguese colours, and was furnished with 
regular Portuguese papers, when she was detained by Her Majesty's steam* 
vessel ** Flamer," between the islands of Jamaicoand St. Domingo, for having 
on board a cargo of slaves. The crew of the detained vessel were immediately 
removed on board the *' Flamer," except the Portuguese captain, a Spanish 
passenger or supercargo, the cook, and the cabin-boy ; an officer and six mea 
from the capturing ship, were appointed as a prize crew to carry the ** FeU» '* 
into Jamaica; and on the evening of the 3rd, or the morning of the 4th of 
February last, she came to anchor off the east end of tliat island. A certified 
extract from the log of Her Majesty's ship " Madagascar," signed by Sir John 
Strutt Peyton, the Captain, and by the Master and Second Master, of that 
man-of-war, furnishes some further information respecting the prize. The lor 
states — '* Sunday the 4th of February, 1838, at 7 p.m., arrived Her Majesty s 
steam-vessel * Flamer,' having detained a slave- vessel, and left her off the east 
end of the island, not being empowered to make capture of her. Monday the 
5th February, J838, at 4 a.m., sent the Master in the gig to the eastwards, 
with the requisite slave-papers and authorities for seizing a slaver, to look 
after and examine the vessel left by the ' Flamer ' off the east end of the 
island. At 4 p.m. arrived the * FeltZj Portuguese schooner, with 326 slaves 
on board, having been taken possession of by the Master about 20 minutes 
past 9 a.m., four miles south-east half east from the Yallahs, White Horses, 
about 20 miles eastward of Port Royal Harbour, there being no log, reckoning, 
nor papers, relative to her registry and freightage to be found on board of her, 
nor any authority for her seizure, according to the service of the existing 
Treaties. At 5* SO' sent a mate, six seamen, and four marines, to take charge 
of slaver." 

A Declaration of the facts of capture was then made in the usual form^ 
stating particularly that the capturing officer belonging to the " Madagascar," 
was ** actinor in pursuance of orders given him by Sir John Strutt Peyton." On 
the 9th of Februaiy, the slaves found on board the '* Feliz " were landed on 
the island of Jamaica, and placed in charge of the Collector of Customs at 
Kingston ; and on the 18th of the same month, the ** JFV/i«," after receiving 
some repairs, was despatched for trial before this Court, in the charge of 
Mr. H. W. Baugh, Mate of the capturing frigate. 

The Prize-officer had unfortunately no chronometer on board, and was out 
in his reckoning ; and on the 7th of April he came to anchor about 40 milea 
north of Fort St. Louis on the Senegal, where he landed, and unsuccessfully 
endeavoured to procure provisions and water, of which he was much in need* 
In attempting to get under weigh from this Inhospitable coast, his vessel 
drifted on shore and went to pieces. Everything belonging to himself, the 
vessel, and the crew, was plundered by the Moors, who carried the ship- 
wrecked men some distance into the country, and treated them with much 
Ctuelty, until they were rescued by a party of French traders, by whose assist- 
ance they arrived at Senegal on the 23rd of April, and a few days afterwards 
were provided with means of reaching the British settlement of St. Mary's, 
on the river Gambia, whence they came to this place in Her Majesty's brig 
** Curlew." When they left Senegal, the Portuguese Master of the " FeHz^' 
was not to be found, and he had evidently absconded, from a disinclination to 
be carried down to Sierra Leone with his companions. 

We much regret this absence of the Master, and the consequent want of a 
claimant for the detained vessel ; and we feel bound, under the circumstances, 
carefully to examine the arguments which have formerly been advanced in 
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defence of vessels similarly situated, or which appear to be in favour of a 
sentence of restoration, in this particular instance. 

The detention of the ^* Feliz'' by Her Majesty's steam-vessel '*Flamer/* 
was, there is no doubt, altogether unjustifiable ; inasmuch as the latter was 
not furnished with the Instructions required by the Slave Treaty with Por- 
tugal, to enable her even to visit and search, much less to seize and detain, 
any Portuguese vessels engaged, or suspected to be engaged, in the prohibited 
traffic in slaves. If the ^'FeHzj*' therefore, had been brought into Court, and 
prosecuted by the Commander of the " Flamer/* she must have been restored, 
with damages for her illegal capture. 

The illegality of the first seizure being admitted, it may be argued that 
Commodore Peyton, the second seizor, duly qualified as he was to capture 
Portuguese vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, was not justified in taking 
advantage of the wrong committed by the first seizor ; that he ought not to 
have overlooked the unlawful means by which the *^ Feliz*' was brought 
within his reach j that a fair and equitable construction of the Treaty with 
Portugal vnll not sanction the condemnation of a Portuguese slave-vessel 
thus taken possession of, not in the ordinary prosecution of her voyage, but 
when forced out of her intended route by a violent and illegal act ; that the 
second seizure was clearly the consequence of the original unlawful detention j 
that the knowledge of the illegal employment of the detained vessel having 
been acquired by improper means in the first instance, it is not competent for 
toy one to proceed upon, or in consequence of, it j that a sentence of con- 
demnation against the '* Felizt'^ at the suit of the second captor, would be an 
effectual bar to the admission of any claim for redress against the first captor. 

Such appear to us to be the arguments available in defence of the detained 
-vessel ; nor can we discover that any other has ever been made use of, except 
that which has been drawn from the case of the " Donna Barbaray^' and to 
which we shall advert separately. But, plausible as these arguments appear, 
we are far from deeming them conclusive. 

We do not consider that the mere fact of second capture, without reference 
to the particular circumstances under which it takes place, is a bar to the 
condemnation of a vessel. On the contrary, our deliberate opinion is, that 
when a slave-vessel, subject and liable to capture by a duly qualified man-of- 
war has been detained by an unqualified man-of-war j ancf, in consequence of 
her detention by the latter, has been brought within the power of the former ; 
the authorized cruiser is justified by the Convention and Instructions annexed 
to it, in making a prize of the contraband trader, and in sending her for 
adjudication before the Court of Mixed Commissions ; and the detained 
vessel may be condemned by the Court as a ^ood and lawful prize, unless it 
shall appear that the second captor has been in some way or other connected 
with the original illegal detention. If, indeed, any collusion whatever can 
be proved ; if the first seizure has been made with the knowledge, con- 
nivance, or assistance of the second captor, the latter cannot be permitted to 
take advantage of the consequences of his own wrong; and he becomes iden- 
tified, for all practical purposes, with the first illegal seizure, which, being 
unwarranted by Treaty, must necessarily be followed by the restoration of 
the vessel which has been unjustly detained. 

In all such cases as the present it appears to us that our judgment should wait 
upon the answers, which can be given to the following questions : — Have the 
first and second captors acted in all respects independently of each other?— 
Has there been a total absence of fraudulent or collusive arrangement between 
the two parties ? — Has the second captor, while taking advantage of the 
wrong done by the first captor, been himself implicated in any degree in the 
perpetration of that wrong ? 

Applying this test to the capture of the *^ Felizj' it is evident that there 
was, and could have been, no collusion between the Commander of the 
** Flamer" and the Commander of the " Madagascar." The ^' Flamer *' was a 
post-office packet, and whilst on her way to Jamaica, and not far from her 
port of destination, she fell in with a Portuguese vessel full of slaves, which 
she detained. On the arrival of the ** Flamer*' in the harbour of Port Royal, 
the unauthorised detention of the " Feliz'^ became known to Sir John Strutt 
Peyton, the Commodore commanding the Jamaica squadron, who was lying 
in narbour at the time, on board Her Majesty's ship ^ Madagascar,** and who 
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was authorised to seize vessels under the Portuguese flag engaged in the Slave 
Trade. No time was lost by the Commodore ; and a proper officer was 
immediately despatched by him to examine and seize the *^ FeHz'^ as a prize 
to the man-of-war under his command. The first communication which took 
place between the ** Flamer" and the " Madagascar " was late in the evening 
of the 4th of February last, and, by four o'clock the following morning, 
measures were taken by Commoclore Peyton, on his own responsibility, to 
re- seize the " jFe/ii»,*' and to withdraw her from the power and possession of 
her first unauthorised captor. 

Let us now consider whether this act of Commodore Peyton was authorised 
by the Portuguese Treaty and its annexes. 

It has been proved by the Captor's Declaration, and by the affidavit of the 
Prize-master, that the Commoaore was supplied with the requisite instmc- 
tions. He therefore possessed the right, in virtue of the 5th, 6th, and 7th 
Articles of the Convention, to visit and detain any Portuguese vessel ** having 
slaves on board acquired by an illicit traffic." Of this right there is no quali- 
fication or restriction to be met with in the Treaty ; and the only condition 
imposed is, a strict adherence ** to the exact tenor of the instructions wliich 
shall have been received for this purpose.*' The condition was complied with 
by Commodore Peyton in every respect, and the right of seizure was conse- 
quently enjoyed by him in its fullest extent. 

It will be proper here to notice the argument of the proctor for the Cap- 
tors, that Commodore Peyton had no discretion, no option, but that he was 
bound by the Convention and Instructions to seize every Portuguese slave 
vessel which might be brought within his power. We do not agree in opinion 
with the learned gentleman. On the contrary, the articles of tne Convention 
and Instructions, which have reference to the right of search and detention, 
seem to have been studiously framed with the object of leaving the authorised 
crtiiser to act altogether on his own discretion and responsibility, unfettered 
by any positive order or recommendation. See the terms of the 5th Article 
of the Ireaty : — '* Ships of war, which shall be provided with special instruc- 
tions for this purpose, may visit suspected merchant vessels, and may detain and 
bring away such vessels." In the Instructions also, see the first Article, where 
the cases are enumerated, in which " alone the Commander of an authorized 
man-of-war may detain'' Portuguese slave vessels. 

We need not argue this matter further ; and it will now be sufficient to 
state that, in the present case, we consider the Captor who has brought the 
" Feliz' before this Court, exercised a sound discretion in assuming the respon- 
sibility which he did. 

A reference to the Treaty will also show, with regard to another argument 
urged in the claimant's favour, that a sentence of condemnation against a 
detained vessel, in favour of the second seizoi*, cannot in any degree lessen or 
affect the claim for redress possessed by the owners of the detained vessel 
against the officer concerned in the first seizure. By the l3th Articfeof the 
Regulations it is stipulated that ^^ in the case of a vessel detained unjustly, and 
in which the Captor should neither be authorised by the tenor of the Conven- 
tion nor of the Instructions annexed to it, the Government, to which the de- 
tained vessel may belong, shall be entitled to demand reparation." The owners 
of the " Feliz' may therefore fairly be left to adopt such measures as they 
may think most desirable for obtaining redress from the Commander of the 
"Flanier," either by application to the ordinary courts of law or to the Bri- 
tish Government. 

Influenced by these considerations, and acting on the principle which we 
have laid down as applicable to all similar cases of second capture, we have 
no hesitation in deciding, that the capture of the ** Feliz^ by Her Majesty's 
ship ** Madagascar" was in perfect accordance with the letter and spirit of the 
Portuguese Treaty. It is therefore decreed, that the Portuguese schooner 
** Felizj'* Miguel Avalha, Master, her hull, tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the goods, wares, and merchandize laden on board, were, at the time of the 
capture thereof by Her Majesty's ship *' Madagascar," Commodore Sir John 
Strutt Peyton commanding, subject and liable to condemnation for a breach 
of the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal on the subject of the Slave 
Trade, dated on the 22nd of January, 1815, and of the additional Convention 
thereto signed at London on the 28th of July, 1817. It is further decreed 
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that therq were on board the detained vessel, at the time of her capture, 326 
•slaves, of which number two slaves died on the day of detention, and that 
,the survivors, at the present day, of the 324 slaves landed in Jamaica on the 
9th day of February last, be now emancipated from slavery. 

The decision which we have just pronounced, while it is directly at variance 
with the Judgments delivered by Commissioner Lewis and Acting Commissioner 
Campbell, on the 18th of July, 1836, in the similar cases of. the *^ General 
Mamo,'" " Fictorina,'' and '* Jose/a^"' Class A., 1836, pages 38 to 58, is in ex- 
act accordance with the opinion entertained by our predecessors, Commis- 
sioners Jackson and Smith, who condemned the ** Donna Barbara^'' Class A., 
1829, page 52. And with these two distinct and opposite judgments before 
us, we give our decided preference to that pronounced by Messrs. Jackson 
and Smith, so far as the abstract point of second captures is concerned. 

The restoration of the '^ General Manso^ " by Messrs. Lewis and Canipbell, 
•was made to depend entirely on the notice which the case of the '* Donna 
Barbara^' had received from His Majesty's Government, and on the supposed 
disapproval by Governmentofsecondcapturesunder any circumstances. We read 
the comments of His Majesty's Government very differently, and draw from them 
a totally opposite conclusion. Had no such case ever been adjudicated as the 
** Donna Barbara^ we should have felt bound to condemn the ** FeliZf' for 
the reasons which we have already stated ; but the condemnation of the 
" Donna Barbara^' and the course which the Government subsequently pur- 
sued with respect to that vessel, are calculated, in our opinion, to sanction, not 
to oppose, a sentence of condemnation in the present case. 

We will briefly describe the case of this vessel, as it appears in the records of 
the Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission. His Majesty's ship **Sybille," Com- 
modore Sir F. A. Collier contmanding, captured the Brazilian brig " Andorinha^'' 
in Lagos Roads, on the 19th of February, I829,and despatched her toSierra Leone 
in charge of Mr. Browne, a Master in His Majesty's Navy. On his passage to 
this port, Mr. Browne fell in with the Brazilian schooner " Donna Barbara^^ 
laden with slaves, and from a mistaken zeal for the service, detained her, and 
brought her along with him to this port for adjudication. The arrival of the 
^' Andorinha' and her prize was reported to the Commissioners in the usual 
manner by the Marshal. But, before the Commissioners had time to act in 
any way upon this singular report. Lieutenant Harvey, commanding the ** Paul 
Pry," which had just before been purchased at this place on account of the 
Commodore, and was being fitted out in this harbour, and intended to be 
employed as a tender to His Majesty's ship " Sybille," boarded the detained 
vessel in a boat belonging to the "Sybille," and took possession of her. Lieu- 
tenant Harvey then libelled her in the British and Brazilian Court, and stated 
in his declaration that he was duly authorised, and furnished with written 
instructions from Commodore Collier, to make seizure of vessels engaged in 
the illicit traffic in slaves. Although Mr. Browne, the prize-officer of the 
** Andorinhaj^^ who was the first captor of the ^^ Donna Barbara,'' and Lieutenant 
Harvey, who was the second captor, were both officers belonging to the same 
man-of-war, there appears to have been no collusion between them. The 
first acted, as the Commissioners state, ^^from a mistaken zeal for the service,'' 
believing himself to he justified in what he did; and the second, in taking 
the detained vessel out of the hands of the first unauthorised captor, acted in 
equal good faith, firmly believing that he possessed sufficient authority in the 
written instructions of Commodore Collier, who was lying at Fernando Po, 
fifteen hundred miles distant at the time. The right of Mr. Browne, the first 
seizor, to seize the ^^ Donna Barbara,' yf?LS not contended forj and the Com- 
missioners properly remarked that, " had she been brought into Court by this 
officer, there is no question but that the Court must have instantly pronounced 
it an illegal capture." ** The zeal of Mr. Browne," they add, " betrayed him 
into an illegal and unwarranted act; and had the case stopped here, and this 
officer been the person to bring this vessel before the Court for adjudication, 
she must necessarily have been restored ; but, as it now stands, the Court know 
nothing of Mr. Browne as captor; he appears before them only as a witness in 
the cause ; and the ^ Donna Barbara * is brought into Court as a prize to the 
* Paul Pry,' tender to His Majesty's ship ' Sybille.'" 

With regard to the right of the *' Paul Pry," the second captor, to be con- 
sidered as properly qualified under the Treaty, the Commissioners decided that 
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the ^^ Donna Barbara,'* \ras seized " by an unauthorised vessel and officer;** 
that she was captured by Lieutenant Harvey, commanding the ** Paul Pry/' 
a tender to His Majesty's ship ** Sybille," with a boat on board belonging to the 
said ship, and provided with written instructions from Commander Collier, to 
make seizures of vessels engaged in the illicit traffic in slaves. And again, 
the " Paul Pry " was " duly authorised and furnished with the instructions to 
make seizures of vessels engaged in the illicit traffic in slaves." The " Donna 
Barbara " was accordingly condemned as good and lawful prize to the " Paul 
Pry," tender to His Majesty ship **SybilIe," Lieutenant Harvey commanding; 
and the slaves found on board of her were at the same time decreed to be 
emancipated. 

The correctness of this decision, it is true, was subsequently questioned by 
His Majesty's Government, but solely on the ground that the ** Paul Pry "* 
could not justly be considered " to have formed a part of, or to have been 
incorporated into, the Royal Navy of Great Britain ;" that the instructions 
under which she seized the ^^ Donna Barbara '' were signed by Commodore 
Collier, and not by the Lords of the Admiralty; that she had never joined the 
** Sybille " previous to her taking possession of the " Donna Barbara/' and 
that she was not entitled to be considered a tender to the ^* Sybille." 

On this point the practice of the Admiralty Court was clear and decisive, 
even before the case of the ^^ Donna Bafiara'* was adjudicated. See 1 
Robinson, page'235. " All title to sea-prize must be derived from commis- 
sions under the Admiralty, which is the great fountain of maritime authority/* 

In the ^* Anna Maria,*' 8 Robinson, page 211, Sir William Scott states that, 
in order to prove the required connexion between a ship and her alleged 
tender, some orders must be produced to show in what manner the tender was 
attached to the man-of-war. If she was attached as a tender it must have 
been in consequence of some orders in writing. Unless such orders can be 
produced, it does not appear that the fact can be properly established. In the 
*^ Melomcmef' 6 Robinson, page 41, the authority of tenders acting without a 
commission from the Admiralty is strongly denied. Also in the case of the 
*^ Charlotte/' 5 Robinson, page 280, the same principle is laid down. " I am 
of opinion," says Sir William Scott, ** that there is no sufficient foundation to 
induce the Court to consider the capturing vessel in the capacity of a tender. 
She is not recognised in terms by any authority proceeding from the Admiralty, 
neither is the nature of the service imposed upon her such as to induce a sup- 
position that she must have been so considered by the Admiralty/' 

But while on these and similar grounds, the decision of the Commissioners^ 
that the " Paul Pry" was " duly authorised and furnished with the instructions 
to make seizures of vessels engaged in the illicit traffic in slaves," was clearly 
shown to have been erroneous, and was disapproved of accordingly, the law- 
fulness of a second seizure of a slave-vessel by a duly qualified man-of-war, 
under certain circumstances, has never yet been questioned or impugned by the 
Government in the slightest degree. 

The judgment in question consisted of two parts. The first declared that 
the" Paul Pry," the captor of the *' Donna Barbara/' possessed the requisite 

{cowers and authority for seizing slave vessels; the second part recognized the 
awfulness of the capture of a slave vessel by a duly qualified cruizer, under 
such circumstances as in this case have marked the capture of the ** Feliz' by 
Her Majesty's ship *^ Madagascar." The Government was at great pains to 
express an elaborate opinion that the judgment of the Commissioners on the 
first point was wrong ; but, with regard to the judgment of the Commissioners 
on the second point, the Government was perfectly silent; and this silence may 
reasonably be taken as a proof that this part of the Commissioners' judgment 
was deemed to be correct and proper. 

In drawing this inference from the silence of the Government, and parti- 
cularly of the Advocate-General, to whom the subject was referred, we are sup- 
ported by the authority of Sir William Scott, who, in the case of the ^^Elsabe/* 
4 Robinson, p. 110, in allusion to an appellate judgment of the higher Court 
affirming a sentence of the Admiralty Court, says : ** How far the appellate 
judgment has confirmed all the principles that are laid down in the judgment 
of this Court, has been questioned in argument. It is a question, however, 
into which I do not feel myself disposed, or called upon, to enter very minutely, 
for the reason already given, that if they are not positively disclmmed by the 
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Court above, they continue to bind the legal conscience of the Court below. 
At the same time, I think it hardly possible to avoid two observations : firsl^ 
that, if the principles had been such as that Court disapproved, it could not but 
have felt the obligation of disclaiming them. They are principles of consider- 
able extent, operating on great subjects, and leading to great consequences ; 
they are not indifferent in their nature, and, if erroneous, it should rather seem 
that public interests called forcibly for a public disavowal of them ; secondly, 
that although it is not to be supposed that every incidental expression of 
opinion is confirmed by that judgment, it seems, ex vi necessitatis^ that the 
leading and fundamental positions must be considered as affirmed." So also 
do we conclude that the main principle on which the ** Donna Barbara^ was 
condemned by His Majesty's Commissioners, namely, the lawjulness of second 
captures under certain circumstances ^ must be considered as affirmed by the 
British Government, from the absence of any disclaimer or disallowance of 
that principle by the Secretary of State, or by the high legal authority to 
whom the judgment in that case was referred. 

To show that we are fully borne out in this statement, we will quote at 
length the correspondence, which has taken place between her Majesty's 
Government and JHer Majesty's Commissioners on this subject ; and which, 
not being inserted in the annual Parliamentary Slave Trade Papers, will be 
unknown to the legal gentlemen, and seems altogether to have escaped the 
notice of the Commissioners who decided the case of the ** General manso.** 
This indeed is evident; as those gentlemen remark, (Class A., 1837, p. 48,) 
" The views stated by the Commissioners (Jackson and Smith), in their report 
on the case of the ' Donna Barbara^' under date of the 13th of April, 1829, 
remained unapproved and unnoticed for upwards of two years ; whereas the 
despatches, which we shall now proceed to read, were both written during 
that interval. 

The first is from Lord Aberdeen, and dated July 2, 1830. His Lordship, 
after remarking upon the evidence detailed in the Commissioners' report of the 
case of the " Donna Barbaraj^^ writes : — '* Upon these facts, thus established 
against the * Donna Barbara, the Commissioners pronounced that the ship and 
cargo were, at the time of the capture and seizure thereof, engaged in the 
illicit traffic in slaves, and, as such, subject and liable to confiscation : and the 
Commissioners condemned the same as having been taken in illicit traffic by 
the * Paul Pry,* tender to His Majesty's ship * Sybille,' Lieutenant Harvey^ 
commanding, and moreover pronounced the slaves to be emancipated from 
slavery, and to be employed as servants and free labourers. 

" The King's Advocate reports that, in this view of the case taken by the 
Commissioners, so far as respects the establishment of the fact of the vessel 
having been engaged in the illicit traffic in slaves, he entirely concurs ; but he 
does not agree witn them in opinion that the *Paul Pry' was duly authorized 
and furnished with Instructions to make seizures of vessels engaged in the 
illegal traffic in slaves; for it appears in the letter of the Commissioners, dated 
14th of April, 1829, and marked separate, that the * Paul Prv' had never joined 
the * Sybille;' that she was originally the * Arcenea^ Brazilian schooner, con- 
demned at Sierra Leone in December, 1829t, and had never left the harbour 
smce such condemnation, the officer commanding her having been sent up to 
Sierra Leone as Prize-master in the brig* Jules,' with a detachment of seamen 
belonging to the ' Sybille,' for the express purpose of taking charge of her. 

" The King's Advocate observes that, under these circumstances, he is of 
opinion that the * Paul Pry' was not, at the time of tlie capture in question, 
entitled to be considered a tender to the * Sybille ;' that she had never been 
attached to, or formed a part of, the force of that ship, in any manner what- 
ever ; aud that the mere circumstance of her being manned by a part of the 
officers and crew of the * Sybille,' and having one of her boats on board, could 
not confer upon her the character of a tender to that ship, even supposing 
tenders to be, as such, authorised to make captures when acting separately, 
and at a considerable distance, from the ships to which they have been 
attached, — a conclusion in which the King's Advocate does not concur. 

** The King's Advocate adds, that, by the 6tli Article of the additional Con* 
vention with Portugal, signed at London on the 28th of July, 1817, it is 
expressly stipulated, that the vi^it and detention of slave ships shall only be 
effected by tiiose British and Portuguese vessels^ which may form part of the 
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two Royal Navies, and by those only of such vessels which are provided with 
the special Instructions annexed to the present Convention ; and which In- 
structions, according to the provisions of the 7th Article, must be signed, for 
tlie vessels of each of the two powers, by the Ministers of their respective 
INIarine; and that the * Paul Pry' does not appear, under the circumstances 
stated, to have formed a part of, or to have been incorporated into, the Royal 
Navy of Great Britain, nor to have been furnished with proper Instructions ; 
those under which she was acting having been signed by Commodore Collier, 
and not by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, who are alone compe- 
tent to sign and issue Instructions. 

*' Upon these grounds, the King's Advocate states himself to be of opinion, 
that the capture in question was irregular, and ought not to have been made; 
and observes, on this point, that it is difficult, with reference to the provisions 
of the Treaty, upon which alone the right of seizing Brazilian ships engaged 
in the Slave Trade depends, to maintain the legality of the sentence pronounced 
by the Commissioners." 

The King's Advocate "having further suggested, that, as the capture of the 
* Donna Barbara* appears to have been made by a vessel not duly qualified under 
the provisions of the Treaty y it will be proper to communicate the facts of this 
case to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, in order that their 
Lordships may take into consideration the expediency of withholding any 
order for the payment of the bounty for the emancipated slaves to the cap- 
tors, on the ground that, the seizure having been made without sufficient autho- 
rity ^ they are not entitled to the benefits arising from it: a communication to 
this effect has, in accordance with that suggestion, been made to the Lords of 
His Majesty's Treasury ; and the facts of the case have been communicated 
to tlie Lords of the Admiralty, with a request that their Lordships will issue 
such instructions to the Commanders of llis Majesty's ships and vessels, ap- 
pointed for the prevention of illegal Slave Trade, as their Lordships shall 
judge to be expedient, to prevent a recurrence of the irregularity alluded to." 

The King's Advocate here declares, ** That the capture of the * Uonna Bar- 
bara^ was irregular,'* oil the ground of her having been seized by an unautho- 
rised vessel. Is it to be supposed that, if he deemed the capture of a slave- 
vessel by an authorised vessel irregular, under the same circumstances he would 
have taken so much pains, and have entered into such a long argument^ to 
show that the capturing vessel in this instance was not armed with the requi- 
site powers to seize? If the seizure of the * Donna Barbara^ whether by an 
autJiorised Qv unauthorised vessel was unjustitiable and irregular, where was the 
object, of what importance was it, to discuss so minutely the character of the 
<letaining vessel? If it was irregular for an authorised vessel to make such a 
seizure, it was doubly so for an unauthorised vessel to attempt it. But on such 
a supposition, the elaborate remarks of the King's Advocate must appear to be 
without object or meaning. 

This important Despatch in like manner clearly explains the grounds on 
which the Lords of His Majesty's Treasury withheld from the Captors the 
bounty for the slaves belonging to the ^^ Donna Barbara ^ Was it (as stated in 
the report of the ** General Manso''), because, tht first capture of the ** Donna 
Barbara^' being illegal, " all the consequences thereof must be also unlawful?'* 
No; it was solely because the second capture of the '^ Donna Barbara'^ ap- 
peared to have been made by a vessel not duly qualified under the provisions 
of the Treaty. 

Let us now turn to the Despatch of His Majesty's Commissioners (Findlay 
and Smith), in which they acknowledge the ^Despatch from Lord Aberdeen 
which has just been read, and in which not one word will be found to show 
that those gentlemen conceived that the propriety of second captures was in 
any manner questioned or denied by the King's Advocate. 

^^ Sierra Leone, September IGth, 1830. 
*• My Lord; 

** We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship*s 
Despatch, of the 2nd of July, 1830, communicating to us the opinion of 
His Majesty's Advocate-General, upon the subject of the detention and con- 
demnation of the Brazilian schooner ^ Donna Barbara,^ under a charge of hav- 
ing been concerned in illegal Slave Trade, but more particularly with reference 
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to that psrt of the case which bears upon captures made by tenders apart from 
the ships to which they belong. 

" Upon a careful perusal of the opinion which His Majesty's Advocate-r 
General entertains upon the subject of tenders capturing ships carrying on an 
illicit traffic in slaves, we are led to the conclusion, that no vessel, intended to 
be employed as a tender, can be considered as a tender, unless she have actu- 
ally joined His Majestv^s ship, to which it is intended she shall be attached ; 
and thtt her having a boat on board, and being manned with officers and crew 
belonging to His Majesty's ships, does not confer authority upon her to make 
seizures of slave-ships engaged in the illegal traffic ; that no tender, after 
having joined His Majesty s ships, is authorized to make captures of slave- 
ships, when acting separately, and at a considerable distance, from the ship to 
which she has been attached ; that, in order to render legal the detention of 
slave vessels by , tenders, when detached from His Majesty's ships to which 
they belong, such tenders must be furnished with the signed instructions, 
required by the Treaties for the suppression of the Slave Trade, by the Lords 
Com.missioners of the Admiralty, who are alone competent to sign and issue 
such Instructions. 

" Conceiving that we have thus taken a correct view of the opinion which 
His Majesty's Advocate-General holds upon the subject, we shall not. fail to 
take that opinion as the rule of our conduct in future cases which may come 
before us involving this question ; arid should any slave-vessel be hereafter 
captured by a Tender acting separately, and at a considerable distance from 
the ship to which she belongs, not duly authorised and furnished with Instruc- 
tions according to Treaty, we shall feel it to be our duty to restore such slave- 
vessel, on the ground of the irregularity of the capture. 

" At present there are but two tenders belonging to His Majesty's ships 
employed on this coast; viz. His Majesty's brig * Black Joke,' duly furnished 
witn the signed Instructions, now attached to His Majesty's ship * AthoU,' 
and a small schooner, not duly furnished with the signed Instructions, 
attached to His Majesty's ship * Medina ;' and it is with considerable satisfac- 
tion we learn from your Lorclship that the facts of the case of the ^ Donna 
Barbara have been communicated to the Lords of the Admiralty, with a re- 

?uest that their Lordships will issue such instructions to the Commanders of 
[is Majesty's ships and vessels appointed for the prevention of illegal Slave 
Trade, as their Lordships shall judge to be expedient to prevent a recurrence 
of the irregularity whicli distinguished the case of the * Donna Barbara ; and 
we humbly hope that those instructions may be so distinct and positive that 
His Majesty's ships cannot misinterpret them. 

"Wehave, &c." 

It will be observed that in this Despatch no reference is made to any other 
subject than the employment of tenders, and the forms requisite to invest those 
tenders with authority to seize slave-vessels. 

The repiv to the Commissioners' Despatch will be found at Class A,, p. 70, 
1831, dated 9th August, 1831, and is signed by Lord Palmerston. 

^ Gentlemen, " Foreign Office, August 9<A, 1831. 

"I received your Despatch of the 16th of September, 1830, in which 
yoii appear uncertain whether or not you accurately understood the opinion of 
the Kmg's Advocate, of which a copy had been furnished to you for your 
guidance in the Secretary of State's Despatch to you of the 2nd of July, 1830, 
upon the mibjed of captures made by tenders when apart from the ships to which, 
they belong. 

*^My attention has recently been called to this case by a judgment of the* 
High Court of Admiralty, to whose decision the Application of Commodore 
Collier for payment of the bounty for the slaves captured in the \ Donna Bar- 
bara was referred ; and the Judge in this case pronounced that the capture was 
not made under such circumstances as entitled the captors to the bounty. As 
he, at the same time, explained, at considerable length, the principles oa 
which his decision was grounded, I think it may be useful to send to you a 
copy of the sentence, and I herewith enclose it. 

"You wilt do right to act in conformity with the principles therein laid 
Class A. — Further Series. N 
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down ; and I do not apprehend that you will experience any difficulty^in apply- 
ing those principles to such cases as may hereafter be brought under your 
consideration. , 

€t I am &c. 

(Signed) '' PALMBRSTON." 

From this Despatch it is likevnse evident that "the subject of captures 
made by tenders when apart from the ships to which they belong" was the 
sole subject matter of discussion between the Commissioners and Her Majesty's 
Government ' . 

Again, if we turn to the report of the case of the * Donna Barbara^* 2 Hag- 
gard, page 366 to 377, and to the judgment delivered in that case by Sir Chris- 
^pher Robinson, in the High Court of Admiralty, on the 13th of July, 1831, 
we shall not find a single allusion, however distant, to the question whether 
a second seizure of the ^ Donna Barbara* by an authorised vessel would have 
been justifiable. That sentence has reference merely to the right possessed 
by a boat, or by a tender, to be considered as part and parcel of a man-of-war, 
from which it is separated by a distance of 1500 miles. And the learned 
Judge careftilly abstains from alluding to the proceedings which took place at 
Sierra Leone. He says, ** The legality of the sentence of the Court of Mixed 
Commission is not denied on petition, and it will not be necessary for me to 
do so." 

From all that has been said, we consider ourselves warranted in forming the 
conclusion, that, so far from there being anything in the opinions expressed 
by Her Majesty's Government, or in the sentence of the Admiralty Court, 
respecting the case of the ** Donna Barbara/" unfavourable to the condemna- 
tion of the ** Feliz/* captured as she has been by a duly qualified vessel of war, 
whose authority to make such seizures will not admit of question or dispute, 
there is every reason to believe that a sentence of condemnation, in this case, 
will be as much in accordance with the wishes of Her Majesty's (Jovernment 
as it is with our view of the correct interpretation of the Treaties which we 
have been appointed to carry into effecj:. ♦ 

We have shown, we think incontestibly, from documents, of the existence 
of which the Commissioners who restored the ** General Manso*^ seem not to 
have been aware, that the unauthorized cjiaracter of the ** Paul Pry," which 
re-seized the '* Donna Barbara^'* was ahne the cause of the condemnation of 
that vessel being disapproved of at home. The Commissioners (Lewis and 
Campbell), on the contrary, reasoning on the belief that the ^Paul Pry** was 
duly '* authorized to seize vessels engaged in the illicit traffic in slaves," and 
that it was the re-seizure, after a first illegal detention, to which Her Majesty's 
Government objected, restored the " General Manso/" not because the second 
captor was unfurnished with proper authority (which indeed he was admitted 
to possess), nor because any collusion between the first and second captor was 
imagined to exist, but because the first seizure was proved to have been ille^ 
gsal ; and because it was erroneously &u|>posed, that the opinion of Government 
and of the Court of Admiralty had been expressed tliat, under such circum- 
stances, no second seizure could be justifiable. 

A reference is made by these Commissioners to a reported reversal, by the 
High Court of J)elegates, of the sentence pronounced by the Admiralty Court 
in the case of the ** Donna Barbara^ The Commissioners expressed their dis- 
belief of such a reversal, ** of which (they say) no authentic proof had been 
tendered.*' If, then, it had been made clear to those gentlemen that the sen- 
tence of the Admiralty Court, on which their decision was founded, had been 
actually set aside on appeal to the higher court, it is to be presumed that the 
judgment of the Comniissioners would have followed that of the Court of 
Delegates, and been tlie reverse of what it was. There is, we believe, no. 
doubt of the correctness of the report noticed by the Commissioners ; but 
whether correct or not is a matter of small conseauence, as the judgment on 
appeal must necessarily have been confined to tne only question entertained 
onginally by the Admiralty Court, namely, the authority of boats and tenders 
under certain circumstances ; a question which did not in any 'way present 
itself either in this case or the case of the " General Manso ;" nor do we see any 
cause for surprise, that the sentence of the High Court of Delegates ha&iiot 
been furnished to Her Majesty's Commissioners, inasmuch as that sentence 
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could only relate to the la^^is am! regulations respecting tenders, a description 
of vessels the use of which on this x:oast has for a long period been discon- 
tinued. * 

Sierra Leone^ Augugt %thy 1838. 



No. 27. 

Her Majesty's Catntnissioners to Viscount Pcimersttm. — (Received February 4, 

1839.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, September 20th, 1838. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's D^ 
spatch of the 13th July, 1838, enclosiug copy of a letter from Mr. Under Secre- 
tary Stephen, of the Colonial OflSce, to the Foreign Department, on the subject 
of disposing of slaves, prior to adjudication,' by enlisting them into the British 
military service, and by apprenticing them to persons able and willing to provide 
for them, as was done in tJie case of the Portuguese vessels '* Don Francisco'* and 
^'Florida:' 

My Lord Glenelg is of opinion that, even if it should ultimately appear that the 
slaves who were on board these vessels at the time of capture, and who were landed 
in the West Indies to await the judgment of the Mixed Commission Court, were 
"' not liable to condemnation ; the removal of them as slaves, from any British 
colony at which they may so have arrived, or their detention there in confinement 
to await the adjudication at Sierra Leone, would be inconsi^ent with the law for 
the abolition of the Slave Trade, and with the laws in force in the colonies. 

We beg leave to remark, that it was never for a liioment contemplated by Her 
Majesty's Commissioners that slaves, situated like those belon^ng to the '' Don 
Francisco'* and '* Florida,** should be detained in confinement during the interval 
between their landing in the West Indies and their adjudication by the British 
and Portuguese Mixed Court at Sien'a Leone ; but merely that they *' must be 
' kept and detained in the character of slaves xmtil sentence be pronounced whether 
they shall be restored or not." Such was the deliberate legal opinion of the law 
officers of the crown, given in a formal and official document dated '' Doctors* 
Commons, January 26th, 1827,*' and signed by Sir Christopher Robinson, Sir 
Charles Wetherell, and Sir Nidiolas Tlndal ; and it was communicated to us " for 
our information and guidance" by Mr. Secretary Canning, under date February 
26th, 1827, Class A, 1827, pages 2 to 7. 

(Signed) H.V.MACAULAY. 



T%e Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
ofc. Sfc. Sfc. 



R. DOHERTY. 



No. 28. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received April 1, 1839.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, November I2th, 1838. 

In our Despatch, marked Portugal, of the 7th of April last, to which 
we beg leave respectfully to refer your Lordship, we reported the prosecution, 
in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission; of the Portuguese 
schooner "/w^ewiawe," Antonio Joaquim da Faria, Master; and the reasons 
which induced us to withhold a jiwa/t sentence of condemnation against the 
vessel, and of emancipation to tlie slaves found on board of her, until some 
evidence should be tumished to show that the vessel and slaves were in 
existence. 

As soon as this decision of the Court was known in the West Indies, the 
Honourable Plantagenet Pierrepoint Cary, the Commander of Her Majesty's 
sloop " Comus," and the Captor in tlie case, took measures to forward the neces- 
sary docun>ents and receipts to his Proctor in this Colony, by whom they were 
presented to the Court a few days »nce. 

N 2 
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These papers consisted of, first, a certificate from Oolonel Francis Cockbum, 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Bahamas, that 79 jiegroes, captured in the slave 
schooner " Ingemaney^ were received by His Excellency on the 9th day of 
October, 1837, from Her Majesty's sloop ** Comus ;" and, secondly, a report 
from two merchants, and two master mariners, who formed a board of survey 
on the state and condition of the detained vessel, declaring that the ** Inge^ 
mane'^ was " in an unfit state to proceed to Sierra Leone,** 

The prize was placed in the charge of the Comptroller of Customs at Nassau^ 
to await the judgment of this Court. 

, The documents, iust quoted, happily supplied us with all the requisite 
intelligence, respecting the fate of the detained vessel and her human cargo. 
It was accordingly decreed, at a sitting of the British and Portuguese Court 
of Mixed Commission, on the lOth instant, that the Portuguese schooner 
" In^emanCy' Antonio Joaquim da Faria, Master, be condemned as good and 
lawful prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and Portugal. It was further 
decreed, that there were on board the " Ingemane" at the time of her capture 
by Her Majesty's sloop ** Comus," the Honourable Plantagenet Pierrepoint 
Gary commanding, 82 slaves, of whom J:hree died before they could be 
landed at Nassau; and that the 79 slaves, handed over to the Lieutenant*^ 
Governor of the Bahamas, on the 9th day of October, 1837, or the survivors of 
them, on this day, be emancipated from slavery. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 



R. DOHERTY. 



The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, O.C.B. 
^c. 8fc. 8f€* 



No. 29. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Paimerston. — (Received April 1 , 1839.; 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, December Slst, 1838. 

We have the honour to inform your Lordship, that we have only this 
day received by Her Majesty*s brig ** Saracen," your Lordship's Despatch, 
dated on the 30th of April, 1838, transmitting the copy of an Instruction, 
which was addressed by your Lordship to Her Majesty's Commissioners at 
Rio de Janeiro, pointing out what vessels are deemed to be Portuguese, under 
the Portuguese Decree of the 16th of January, 1837. 

The delay which has occurred in our receiving this Despatch is of less 
consequence, as we had already seen it in print at page 33 of Class A., 
(Further Series), 1837. 

TT 6 have &c 
(Signed) ' H. W. MACAULAY. 



R. DOHERTY. 



The Right Hon. Viscount Paimerston, Q.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 30. 
Her Majesty^ 9 Commissioners to Viscount Paimerston. — (Received April22f 1839.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, March Ath, 1839. 

We have had the honour to receive your Lordship's Despatch, dated 
the 13th of December, 18^8, in which your Lordship was gooa enough to 
forward the copy of a Despatch, written by Her Majesty's Cnarg6 d' Affaires 
at Rio, covering a Return of Portuguese Slave Vessels, which had entered 
that port during the month of August last ; and a Return of Vessels, which had 
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arrived at Bahia from the African Coast, and which had cleared out for Africa 
from the same port during the months of June and July last 

We have &c 
(Signed) ' H. W. MACAULAY. 
WALTER W. LEWIS. 
The Right Han. Fiscaunt PaJmerstoh, G.C.B. 



No.3L 
Her Majesty's Cammssioners to Mr. Backhouse. — {Received April 25, 1839.) 

Sir, Sierra Leone, December 31, 1838. 

In pursuance of the 75th Clause of an Act, passed in the 5th year of the 
reign ot His Majesty George IV., entitled, "An Act to amend and con- 
solidate the Laws relating to the Abolition of the Slave Trade,** we have the 
honour to transmit enclosed a Return of all Vessels, adjudicated in the British 
and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission established here, in the period 
from the 1st July, 1838, to this date. 

TT 6 nav6 occ 
(Signed) ' H. W. MACAULAY. 
John Backhome, Esq. R. DOHERTY. 

4w. ^e. Sfc, 
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No. 32. 

Viscount Paimerston to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 

Gentlemen^ Foreign Office, May 28<A, 1839. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information and guidance, a copy of 
a dispatch from Her Majesty's Consvl at Lisbon, endosing the translation of an 
instruction which has been addressed by the Portuguese Government to the Direct- 
ors of the several Custom-houses of the kingdom, warning them against some 
foreign vessels suspected of being about to assume the Portuguese nag, for the 
purpose of ^engaging in the Slave Trade. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Her Majesty^ s Commissioners, Sierra Leone. 



Enclosure in No. 32. 

Mr. Smith to Viscount Paimerston, Lisbon, April 22, 1839. 

(See Class B., No. 65, page 111.) 



4^ . 
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No. 33. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received AprU 22rf.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, February \5th 1889. 

We had the honour to receive, yesterday, your Lordship's Despatch of 
the 16th of December 1838, transmitting copies of various letters and 
Despatches, respecting the slave- vessel **jF7or de jLoanda^* togeriier with copies 
of Despatches addressed by your Lordship to Her Majesty's Commissioners at 
Rio, atid to the Portuguese Charge d' Affaires in England, on the same subject. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 

WALTER W. LEWIS. 
The Bight Hon. Viscount Palmerston^ G.CB. 
|c. ^ Sfc. ifc. 



No. 34. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received April 22d.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone^ February 16#7i, 1839. 

We have the honour to acknowledge your Lordship's Despatch of the 
17th of December, 1838, on the subject of the slave vessel ^"^ Flor ae Loanda ;'' 
and we shall be careful to observe your Lordship's directions, with respect to 
such individuals of the detained crew as may be brought to Sierra Leone, by 
giving every facility in our power to the conveyance of those people for trial 
before a Portuguese tribunal. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 

WALTER W. LEWIS. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerstony O.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 35. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.^^Received May 20.) 

My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 5, 1839. 

* We have had the honour to receive your Lordship's dispatch, dated 
the 7th of November, 1838, forwarding to us a copy of the answer which 
was returned by Her Majesty's Consul at Bahia to your Lordship's inquiry, 
respecting the practice of supplying manifests of cargo to vessels clearing out 
from that port. ♦ 

We beg leave to thank your Lordship for this communication. 

At e have &c. 
(Signed)' H. W. MACAULAY. 



The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.CB. 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



A. DOHERTY. 
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No. 36. 

Her Majesty s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received February 8, 

1839.) 

My Lord, Havana, December ^th, 1838. 

We have the honour to enclose vour Lordship copies of official communi- 
cations, received by the Mixed Court of Justice at this place from the Minister of 
Her Catholic Majesty at Madrid, and from the Captain General of this island, rela* 
tive, Ist, to the charge preferred against Lieutenant Cruz, of the Spanish royal 
navy, for not having brought the slave schooner " Matilde*' before the court ; and 
2ndly, to the complaint otthe Commandant-General of Marine against the Mixed 
Court, for refusing to communicate with him except through the Captain General. 

From these your Lordship will perceive, that the Government of Her Catholic 
Majesty have directed Lieutenant Cruz to receive a serious reprimand, for not 
having brought the *' Matilde*' before the Mixed Court, after detaining her upon a 
suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, with a warning that he is not at 
present dismissed from the service, on the consideration of some extenuation in the 
fact, that at the time he sent the ** Matilde'' to Santiago de Cuba she was in a leaky 
state. 

With regard to the difference between the Mixed Court and the Commandant- 
General ot Marine, as to the claim made by the latter to be addressed by us 
directly, instead of through the Captain-General of the island, your Lordship will 
also perceive, that the government of Her Catholic Majesty have adopted the views 
of the court, and have directed that, as the Mixed British and Spanish Court of 
Justice is not one of the tribunals of the country, and as the affairs of which it 
takes cognizance are affairs of state, the authorities of Havana be acquainted, that 
in all affairs they may have with the said court, they shall in future address them- 
selves to it through the Captain-General as the first authority of the island, through 
whom also they shall receive, as heretofore, the communications from the court. 

We have great satisfaction in detailing these instructions from the government 
of Her Catholic Majesty, not only as acknowledging the peculiar jurisdiction and 
privileges of the court, and so setting at rest all doubts upon the subject, but also 
as farther, in the ease of lieutenant Cruz, proving tiielr readiness fully to main- 
tain its authority. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) J.KENNEDY. 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



First Enclosure in Na 36. 



Proceedings adopted in consequence of the Royal Order, directing that the 
Mixed Court of Justice, as a Commision of State, make its communications 
through the Captain-General, as the first authority of the Island, and that 
none of the tribunals of the country address themselves to it, except by 
means of the aforesaid authority. 

Principal Secretary of State's Office, Madrid, 29th August, 1838. 

Under this day*s date I write to the Secretary of the Marine Department as 

follows :— 
Most Excellent Sir, 

I HAVE acquainted the Queen Regent with your Excellency's commu- 
nication of the 26th February last, and the dqcuments you were pleased to 
Class A. — Further Series. O 
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forward therewith, relative to the complaint of Her Britannic Majesty's Mi- 
nister against the conduct of Lieutenant Don Jos6 de la Cruz, Commander 
of the Spanish cutter of war (Pailebotde ^uerra) ^* Teresitoj^' in not having 
conveyed before the Mixed Court of Justice at Havana the schooner **J!fa- 
#t&fe,'* detained by him in the entrance to the port of Guantanamo, on suspi- 
cion of bein^ engaged in the Slave Trade. From the declarations taken in 
the Marine Court of the Cuba station, from those made by the crew of Her 
Britannic Majesty's ship ** Vestal" before the Mixed Court of Justice at Ha- 
vana, from the communications made by the Captain of the said ship, 'Mr. 
Jones, and from the despatch of Lieutenant Cruz to the commandant of the 
station, it is distinctly proved, that the principal and express motive for the 
detention of the said scnooner ^^Matilde* was the suspicion that she might be 
employed in the Slave Trade. Moreover, the circumstance of the examina- 
tion being made by order of the said Cruz was the cause of the officers of the 
British royal navy, who boarded the schooner for the same purpose of exam- 
ining her, retiring satisfied with the promise made them by Cruz, that he 
would forward her for adjudication to the competent tribunal. Lieutenant 
Cruz, in this case, ought not to have been ignorant of the duty imposed on 
him by the 1 st article of annex A to the Treaty of the 28th of June, 1835, 
between Spain and Great Britain, for the abolition of the trade in slaves, or 
rather the instructions to vessels commissioned to impede the said trade ; and 
that, in having forwarded the detained vessel to Santiago de Cuba, without 
having reported to the Mixed Court at Havana, in order that it might deli- 
berate upon the detention, he incurred the penalties set forth in article 
9 of the said Treaty. In consideration of these circumstances Her Majesty 
has been pleased to direct, that the superior officers of Don Jose de la Cruz l>e 
ordered by your Excellency to give that officer a serious reprimand, and warn 
him that he is not at present dismissed from his employment, in consideration 
that there may be some extenuation in the fact, that at the time he sent the 
" Matilde** to Santiago de Cuba she was in a leaky state. 

In regard to what occurred subsequently, on the question of the competency 
of jurisdiction raised between the Mixed Court of Justice and the Com- 
mandant-General of the Havana station, who was led into error by his as- 
sessor. Her Majesty's attention has been particularly directed to the complaint 
made by the said Commandant-General, that the Mixed Court of Justice had 
not directly communicated with him relative to this affair; and Her Majesty 
has been pleased to direct that in future, in all matters that may occur between 
the authorities of Havana and the said Court, the former shall address them- 
selves through the Captain-General of the Island, and also receive their com- 
munications from the Mixed Court through His Excellency, as the Mixed 
Court, not being one of the Courts of the country, and the cases which come 
under its cognizance being of a political and judicial nature, it has to com- 
municate with the first authority of the Island, in all matters touching the 
subjects of Her Majesty, and relating to the execution of the Treaty ; m the 
same manner as it is incumbent on the Captain-General to communicate to 
this department of the State everything relating to this class of business^ 
whenever it is fitting that Her Majesty should be informed thereof, whether 
for the strict fulfilment of the compact, or for procuring precise information 
whereupon to ground a resolution, in every case in which it may be necessary 
to make claims upon the Government of Her firitannic Majesty. 

And I transcribe the above for your Excellency by royal order, for your 
Excellency's information, and in order that you may keep the Captain-General 
informed of the proceedings of the Court over which you preside, and also 
that His Excellency may comply with what Her Majesty directs by this Her 
royal order. 

God preserve your Excellency many years. 
(Signed) EL CONDE DE OFALIA. 

The Seflar Conde de Fernandina, 
President of the Mixed Court of Justice. 
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Second £nclosure in No« 36. 

The Canie de Fernandmm to the Captain General. 

Most Exosxlent Sib, Havana^ December 7ih, 1838. 

UxDER date of 29th August last, Hb Excellency, the Principal Secre^ 
tary of State, writes me as follows:— 

(Here follows the preceding Royal Order.) 

And I transcribe the above to your Excellency, that you may be assured of 
iny dtspositioQ to coniuly with the said sovereign resolutioQ. 
God preserve your Excellency many years. 

(Signed) EL CONDE DE FERNANDINA. 

To Hie ExceUeney Dm Joaquin de Expekta^ 
8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Third Enclosure in No. 36. 

The Captain-General to the Mixed Court of Justice. ' 

Havana, November 23rd, 1838. 
Most Excelusnt Sir and Gentlemen, 

In a Royal Order of the 4th of September last. His Excellency the Se- 
cretary of State, and of the Department of Grace and Justice, acquaints me as 
follows :— 

** Most Excellent Sir,— The Minister of State informs the Minister of Grace 
and Justice, in his communication of the 28th of August last, as follows :— 
Most Excellent Sir, — ^The Commandant-General ot Marine of the Havana 
station has represented, that the Mixed Court of Justice refused to acknow- 
ledge his authority, in affairs which occurred between the said Court and the 
Tribunal of the said * Comandancia General ;' and the Queen Regent, taking 
into consideration that the Mixed Spanish and British Court of Justice is 
not one of the courts of the countr}% and that the affairs of which it takes 
cognizance are affairs of state, has been pleased to direct, in order to prevent 
doubts which might occasion delay in that class of affairs, to the prejudice of 
Her Majesty*s service, that the authorities of Havana be acquainted that, in all 
affairs they may happen to have with the said Court, they shall in future ad- 
dress themselves to it through the Captain-General, as the first authority of 
the island ; through whom they shall likewise receive, as heretofore, the com- 
munications from that Court. Which arrangement is, moreover, very conve- 
nient, in order that this Department may receive with due punctuality, from 
the Captaii^General, the necessary information for ascertaining m what 
manner the Treaty of the 28th of June, 1886, for the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, is complied with, and that it may be able to reply opportunely to what- 
ever representations may be made by Her Britannic Majesty's Government.** 

By Koyal Order I transcribe the above for your Excellency's infonnation, 
for that of the Mixed Court, and any odier purposes you may require. 

And I transcribe it to your Excellency, and the other Members of the 
Mixed Court, for your informatsoa. 

God preserve you many years* 

(Signed) JOAQUIN DE EZPELETA. 

To their EwceUenctes the Conde de Fernandina, 
and the other Chntlemen of the 
Mixed Court of Justice. 



Fourth Enclosure in No. 36. 
The Judges of the Mixed Court to the Captain-General. 

Most Excellent Sir, Havana, December 7lh, 1838. 

We have received your Excellency's oflScial letter of the 25rd No- 
vember last, in which you arc pleased to transcribe the Royal Order, prescribing 
the forms to be observed by the tribunals of this country in addressing this 
Court, and also by this Court in addressing them^ and we beg to assure your 

02 
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Excellency, that we shall give exact compliance thereto, as we have hitherto 
done, since we have always made our communications through your Excel- 
lency, as the first authority of the island, our affairs relating to matters of 
state and jurisdiction. Which we beg to state to your Excellency, in reply 
to your before-mentioned official letter. ♦ 

God preserve your Excellency many years. 

(Signed) EL CONDE DE FERNANDINA. 

J. KENNEDY. 
Don Joaquin de Ezpeleta. 

No. 37. 

Her Majesty s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerstan. — {Received February 8, 

1839.) 

My Lord, Havana, December, 24, 1838. 

In obedience to the instructions given us in your Lordship's Despatch of the 
29th Septenober last, informing us of me conditions upon which the Government of 
Her Catholic Majesty had consented to the occasional landing of detachments of 
the Black Marines of the " Romney," and desiring us to put ourselves in com- 
munication with the Captain-General of this Island, that the necessary arrange- 
ments might be made for that purpose, with as little delay as possible, we addressed 
a letter to his Excellency, informing him of our Instructions^ and stating our 
readiness to receive his directions. To this letter, of which we enclose your 
Lordship a copy, we have received his Excellency's reply, also enclosed, stating 
that the Royal Order on the subject has not been communicated to him. As 
soon, however, as this shall be the case, his Excellency promises to give it due 
fulfilment. 

We have, &c, 
^Signed) J. KENNEDY. 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 
To the Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
cfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



First Eriblosure in No. 37. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Captain^General. 
Most Excellent Sir, Havana, December 17M, 1838. 

Having received a communication from Her Britannic Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State, informing us that the Government of Her 
Catholic Majesty had been pleased to direct permission to be granted to the 
black soldiers, serving on board the hulk " Romney," to come on shore under 
certain precautions, we have now the honour to request your Excellency will 
favour us with a detail of the regulations which, agreeably to those directions, 
your Excellency will think it advisable to adopt. 

The precautions proposed, namely, "1st. Tne designation of a place where 
the black soldiers can enjoy themselves without going beyond it; 2dly. That 
only six at a time shall land, and accompanied by an Enghsh or Spanish 
officer, who would look after them ; and 3dly. That for this, periods should 
be fixed, not very proximate, and days and hours be previously determined on," 
we are prepared with due respect to accept, in the full assurance that your 
Excellency will carry those directions into effect, in the same liberal spirit in 
which they have been proposed. On the other hand, we beg to assure your 
Excellency, that every care will be taken on our part to prevent as much as 
possible any such contact between the soldiers of Her Britannic Majesty and 
the slaves of the island, as might lead to dangerous consequences. We, how- 
ever, are fully convinced, that any apprehension of dangerous consequences 
arising will prove unfounded. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) . J.KENNEDY. 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 
To His Excellency the Captain-GeneraL 
^c. Sfc. 8fc. 
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Second 'Enclo^sure in No. 37. 
(Translation.)— 5rS^ Captain-General to Her Majesty'^ Commissioners. 
Gentlemen, Havana, December 20<A, 1838. 

I HAVE before me your official Note of the 17th instant, in which you 
are pleased to acquaint me, that you have received a communication from Her 
Britannic Majesty's Principal Secretary of State, informing you, that Her 
Majesty the Queen Regent had been pleased to grant permission to land, 
to the black soldiers serving on board the hulk " Romney," under the con- 
ditions you specify. 

The ftoyal Order in question has not been communicated to me, but I hope 
to receive it by the next Packet, as vou have had information of it already. 
As soon as this shall be the case, it shall, on my part, be duly fulfilled, subject 
as I am at all times to the directions my Sovereign may deign to impose on 
me in regard to the subject. 

Which I have the honour to state to you in reply, and beg to offer the 
assurance of my personal consideration. 

God preserve you many years. 

(Signed) JOAQUIN DE EZPELETA. 

To Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioners 
in the Mia)$d Court of Justice. 



No. 38. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received February 8, 

1839.) 

My Lord, Havana, December 24<A, 1838. 

The list we have received of vessels arrived in this harbour during the last 

mcmthy suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade, enumerates only the 

two following, viz. : — 

5th Nov. Portuguese schooner " Maria Segunda^* after having landed, as it is 

said, on the adjacent coast . • • • • 216 slaves. 

"^ 13th Portuguese schooner ^* Chiva,** after having landed, as it is said, on 

the adjacent coast • • « • • • • 140 slaves. 

Another vessel, however, has been named in the diario of the 15th November, 
the Portuguese schooner ^' Cerca,** as having arrived here on the 14th from 
Matanzas, where she had brought, it is said, in the early part of the month, not 
only a cargo of negroes, but also the crews of two vessels, seized by the British 
cruizers on the coast of Africa, for informality in their papers, as stated in our 
Despatch to your Lordship, of the 23d November last. 

With these we may add, that Her Majesty's sloop "Wanderer," on the 26th 
November, fell in, on the coast, with a Portuguese brig (bearing at .the time the 
American flag) which they took upon discovering to be a Slaver, and found her 
to have on board 250 slaves, since landed at Nassau. The crew stated her to be 
named the " JEscorpion," and to have come from Cadiz, but we understand she 
was the property of the notorious slave-dealer of this place, Mr. Forjade. 

Of the vessels despatched from the port of Havana in the month of November, 
suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade, we have received the following 
list:— 

7th November, Portuguese schooner ** Lavandeira,*' for Isla del Principe. 
, , American , , ** Clara,'* „ San Tomd 

20th ;,, Portuguese ,, ** Emprendedor," „ €bllinas. 
» , , , , , *^ Maria Teresa," „ Lagos. 

Besides these, we have received information of the American schooner 
'^Liberty,'* Captain Russell, having cleared out for Rio Pongos on the 30th 
November, though she may perhaps be more justly included among the departures 
for the current month. But we ought not to omit including another American 
schooner, the *' Gago/* Captain Dupuy, which after clearing out hence for 
Matanzas, sailed from that place on the 13th November for San Tomfe, as stated 
in the Custom House returns of that port " in ballast,'* consequently not with 
stores, as in otiier cases has been asserted to have been lawfully done. 

In the case of another flagrant abuse of the American flag, we have great satis- 
faction in informing your Lordship, that steps have been taken which will have 
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the effect, in a great measure, of defeatiog the object of the parties, even if 
nothing further be the result. In the beginning of this month, an American of 
the name of Howell having taken a Spanish vessel over to Key West, made tiiere 
an affidaidt befidre a Notary Public that he had purchased the vessels that it was 
entirely his property, and tiiat he was an American citizen. With this affidavit 
in which the vessel was named the brig ^^ Thomas, of Havana/^ instead of a ship's 
register, according to usual form, he came before the American Consul at this 
place, who, being dissatisfied with the informality in tlie papers, ani learning that 
the crew of 18 men was composed entirelv c^ Spaniards, and that the destination 
of the vessel was for the coast of Africa, concerted with the Commander 
(M'Kenn^) of the United States sloop of war '' Ontario," and delivered her up 
to the Captain Greneral of the island. His Excellency in return has, we under^ 
stand, agreed to keep the brig '' in detention," until instructions be received £rom 
the Government of the United States, as to what further measures should be 
adopted. 

We have great pleasure in adding, that the " Ontaiio" has been ordered to 
remain for some time in this port, for the special purpose of putting down, where 
practicable, all similar abuses of the American flag ; and that we learn two other 
sloops of war have been ordered, with the same object in view, t<i the coast of 
Africa. These measures have no doubt been adopted in consequence of your 
Lordship's representations. -^ 

We have, &c. --^ 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY, ^ 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 
To the Right Hon. Viscount Paimerston, G.C.B. 
^. ^. Sfc. 



No. 39. 
VtscQunt Palmerston to Her Majesty* s Commssioners. 

Gentlemen, Fermgn Office, February 8, 1839. 

I TRANSifiTTEb to Her Msgesty's Envoy at Copenhagen^ a copy of your 
Despatch «f the 1st of March 1838, stating that the Spani£ schooner '' Con la 
boca'' was reported to have landed recently a cargo of slaves at the Danish Isb^ 
of St. Thomas ; and I instructed Her Majesty's Envoy to request (rom the D(anisfa 
Government, that they would inquire into the facts of the case. 

I now faunsmit to you a copy of the reply, which I have received from Her 
Majesty's Minister at Copenhagen, containing the result of the investigation in- 
stituted by the Danish Government into the truth of the report wliick was con- 
taiaed in your Despatch. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

To Her Mafesty^s Commissioners^ 
^c Sfc. ^c. 



Enck»sure hi No. 39. 

SifH. TV. Wynnto Viscount PiUmerstmi, 

Copenhagen^ January 11, 1839. 

(See Qass C. No. 13, p. 7.) 



No. 40. 

Her Miyesty^s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received February \&^ 

1839.) 

Mt Lord, Havana, January 1st, 1839. 

We have tiie honour to fSbSLte to your Lordship, in obedience to the Act 
SOeo. IV., c 113, r6<{uiriiig returns to be made on the Ist day of Jaauary aiHi tlie 
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.1st Akj of July of every year, frmn the several Courts of Mixed Commission, under 
Slave Trade Treaties, of cases of vessels brought for adjudicatiCHfi before themt 
^at no vessel has been brought before the Mixed Court at this place during the 
six-months last past. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) * J. KENNEDY, 

' ^ CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 
2\> the Right Hon. F'iscoun^ Paimerston, G.C.B. 

Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. ' ' 



No. 41. 

Her Majesty^s Commissioners to Viscount PalmersUm. — {Received February 16, 

1«39.) . 

My Lord, ' Havana, January Xst, 1839. 

We l^ave the honour to inclose, agreeably to usual practice, a list of such 
vessels as have arrived in this harbour, during the last year, from the coast of 
Africa, and also o^e of those despatched hence, during the same period, for that 
destination, t#gfether with the list reported in our Despatch of January 1st, 1838, 
of vessels that cleared ou*-in the year 1837, suspected for the Slave Trade. 

Wliile we fe'el gratified to think that these lists, on account of the source from 
which they are obtained, are much more complete than any furnished in preceding 
years, we regret to add, that they still remain less complete than might be desired, 
from the parties being more upon their guard to baffle our inquiries. Still it is 
apparent from them, that no increase of the traffic has taken place during the past 
year, the number of vessels despatched being precisely the same, namely 71, as in 
the preceding year, deducting from the list, Enclosure No. 3, the Austrian brig 
" Trasiboh,'' (No, 52 in the list,) which so far from being engaged in the illicit 
traffic, carried hence a number of free negroes to the colony of Liberia. What- 
ever increase has taken place has been from vessels being despatched more from 
the other ports of the island, though in this, as in many other particulars, little 
reliance can be placed on the reports that reach us. But there is great reason to 
believe that this plan has been tor some time increasing. Eight vessels were con- 
demned as Spanish at Sierra Leone in the year 1837, and two at this place, of 
which it appears from the printed accounts that 

2 belonged to Puerto Rico, 

2 „ to Santiago de Cuba, 

1 „ to Matanzas, 

1 „ to Trinidad de Cuba, and that 

4 only were connected with Havana. 

Of 18 vessels condemned at Sierra Leone under the Portuguese flag in the 
same year, 9 only appear to us to have belonged to this port. Of 8 Portuguese con- 
demned in the first six months of the present year at Sierra Leone, we can, from 
the names and particulars communicated to us, trace only 2. Thus, then, it 
appears, that an increasing trade is carried on from other places, which is further 
corroborated by the well-ascertained fact, that, an astonishing number of new 
estates have been opened throughout the island within the last two years. In the 
district of Cienfuegos, of 40 estates now working there, 27 have been of recent 
formation, and though this may be above the average, we believe it does not much 
exceed the proportion of many other districts in course of cultivation. We regret 
to think, that of these estates many have been commenced by American and some 
even by British subjects, who will thus, of course, give considerable impetus to the 
Slave Trade by means of their capital, industry, and skill. Nor have the effi>rts of 
the Planters (relying on the falling oflF of exports from the British West Indies, 
consequent on the measure of emancipation,) been unrewarded vnth success. In 
the three years preceding the last^ the exportations from this place and Matanzas 
of boxes of sugar, were m 

1835 . . . 491,570 

1836 . . . 500,153 

1837 . . . 606,952 

while in the last season the number amnunted to 610,512, and in the present it is 
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calculated a like quantity will have been raised^ and but for a severe drought in 
the autumn, would have reached 50,000 more. 

With regard to the vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, your Lordship will 
perceive that in the year 1837 there appear to have been, 

Portuguese , . ,40 

Spanish « • . 19 

Ajnerican • , • 11 

Swedish ... 1 

Total . . 71 

And in the past year the numbers are 

Portuguese . • .42 

Amencan . • . 19 

Spanish • . .8 

French ... 1 

Brazilian • . .1 

Total . . 71 

so that while your Lordship's efforts have been successful in inducing the Spanish 
Government to deter their subjects from adventuring under their flag in this 
traffic, and may be equally successful with the Portuguese, it appears that the 
American flag will be at the command of whoever chooses to embark in such 
inhuman speculations. 

We have only further to add, and it is with great regret that, on account of the 
new plantations, the d!emaud for negroes in the market is as high as ever, and the 
price therefore remains proportionfJly high also ; consequently the inducement to 
prosecute the trade will continue the same, so long as those inclined to engage in 
it may find protection from the Governments, which refuse the only co-operation 
that would be effective to control them. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) J.KENNEDY; 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 

To the Right Hoti. Viscount Palmer ston^ G.C.B. 

8f€. 8f€. SfC. 
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First Enclosure in No. 41. 

LUt cf Vessels that have arrived in the Port of Havana from the Coast of Africa^ during the Year 

1838. 



No. 


Date. 


Nation. 


Class. 


Name of VesseL 


Master. 


Remarks. 


1 


Jan. 17 


Portuguese 


Schooner 


Unknown 






2 


,, 19 


9 9 


9 9 


Josefina . • • • 


Nieves. 




3 


„ '^l 


it 


J, 


Maria Segunda . • 


Albuquerque. 




4 


,. 26 


9 f 


Brigantiae 


Felicidade . .* . 


Verriet 




5 


Feb. 25 


Spanish 


Schooner 


Con-la-boca . . . 


Ferreira. 




6 


March 3 


Braiiltan 


Brig 


Feliz Constancia • 


Sacramento . . . 


Consigned to Mazorra. 


7 


9> 5 


Portuguese 


9 9 


TresFebrtfiro . . 


Gutllermin. 


8 


,, 10 


9 f 


99 


Victoria • • • • 


Ferreira. 




9 


„ 14 


91 


Ship 


Amalia • • • . 


Flores .... 


rFrom Madagascar, con- 
\ signed to Forbade. 


10 


,, 16 


9 9 


Schooner 


Dulcinea. • • • 


Reyes. 


11 


April 1 


9 9 


Brig 


Matilde .... 


Ferreira. 




12 


,, 19 


>> 


Schooner 


Don Amigos. . . 


Careira • • • . 


Consigned to Mazorra. 


13 


„ 19 


99 


Brig 


SeraEna .... 






14 


,y 21 


99 


Schooner 


Felix Triumvirate • 


Larazabal. 




15 


„ 26 


Russian 


Biig 


Gollupk .... 


Barnadas. 




16 


May 3 


Portuguese 


Schooner 


Segunda Union . • 


Canosa. 




17 


>, 6 


99 


9 9 


Buen Viage . . . 


Proenza. 




18 


,, 6 


9 9 


9 9 


Constancia . • • 


Plat. 




19 


„ 23 


>> 


9 9 


Velos 


Roberdeo. 




20 


June 8 


9 9 


Brig 


Josepha .... 


Duarfe .... 


From San Tom6. 


21 


,, 15 


9 1 


Schooner 


Ligera .... 


Losa Barti . 


, , 


, , Iwla del Principe. 


22 


,, 24 


99 


Brig 


Fortuna .... 


Barbosa . . , 


. 


, , Sau Tome. 


23 


„ 24 


9 9 


9 9 


Lieero ... • 


Miguel Antonio 
Galindo . . 


, 


, , Rio Pongo. 


24 


,,30 


9 9 


P^ebot 


Klixa 


. . 


, , Puerto Praya. 


26 


,,30 


Spanish 


Brig 


Esplorador • » • 


Gorronda 




, , Madagascar. 
, , Cape de Verds. 


26 


July 7 


Portuguese 


Schooner 


Tirsa 


Espencer \ . 




27 


„ 8 


Spanish 


Brig 


Irene 


Ageo . • . 




, , Maidagascar. 


2S 


,, 19 


Portuguese 


, 9 


Unknown 






29 


Aug, 9 


9 9 


Schooner 


Victoria .... 


Proenza. 




30 


,tl2 


9 9 


Brig 


Triumfo de; Loanda. 


Bandura. 




31 


,• 13 


>> 


Ship 


Marin Segunda . • 


Pegada. 




32 


,, 13 


9 J 


Brig 


Unknown . . . 






33 


„28 


9 « 


9, 


General Espartero 


Barreiro. 




34 
35 


Sept. 14 
,, 16 


P9 
9 9 


99 


Vigilante. . . . 
Gabriel .... 


Sonza. .... 


Landed 500 slaves. 
,, 340 ,, 


Girand • . • . 


36 


»> 16 




Schooner 


Ala .... . 




f 1 200 , , 


37 


!. 18 


Spanish 
Portugtiese 




Salome ... . 


Foz ..... 


203 , , 


38 


„ 19 


9 9 

9 9 


Lavandeira . . • 


San Martin. 


9 9 •*'*' 9 9 


39 


,,23 


i) 


Brig 


PalmeUa. . . . 






40 


,.25 


9 9 


Scl^oner 


Montana ... . 


Griana .... 


,, 213 ,, 


41 


Oct 4 


9 9 


Brig 


Maria Teresa . . 


Sampayo • . . 


,, 360 ,, 


42 


,. 4 


9 9 


Schooner 


Constancia • • • 


Rodriguez . • • 


„ 213 „ 


43 


,, 5 


>> 


9 9 


Sin Igual ... 


Fereira .... 


,, 240 ,, 


44 


„ 6 


99 


Brig 


Escorpion ... 


Carlo. . . . • 


r Formeriy the "IVes Manu- 
elas,*' landed 269 slaves, 




45 


„ 7. 


>> 


Schooner 


'Nostra Senora dell 
Buen Viage . .j 


Vellar .... 


/Formeriy the "Volador," 
(Landed 213 slaves. 


46 


., 9 


9 9 


9 9 


Amalia .... 


Aloes .... 


,, 200 ,, 


47 


Nor. 5 






Maria Seminda . 




216 .. 


48 


.. 13 


9 9 


9 9 


Chiva .... 




99 **" 99 
140 . . 


49 


,, 13 


9 9 
9 9 


9 9 
99 


Serca 




>> *^*' >> 


50 


Dec 


9 9 


Brigantine 


Trueno .... 




• • 528 . . 






9 J «/ tt\j , , 



Poiliiguese 
Spanish 
Russian 
Brazilian • 



44 
4 
1 
1 
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Second £nclo8Ui«t in No* 41. 

List€fV€Mekwkieh have SoOed from the jpaH ef Haeana Jbr the CmH qf JfiiMp Jturmg, tie' 

YearWSS. 



No. 


Dkte. 


Nation. 


Glass. 


Name of VesM»L 


Destinatiott. 


H.^ 


1 


Jan. 18 


Spanish 


Schooner 


Negrita • • . • 
Gabriel .... 


Isla del Principe. 




2 


,, 19 


.^nerican 


1 f 


9 9 


Returned. 


3 


20 


Spanish 


9 9 


Geres . • • • • 


Gape de Verds. 




4 


Feb. 1 


Portuguete 


9 1 


Olympia .... 


SanTom6. 




5 


M 15 


Spanish 


9 9 


Pnmta .... 


GapedeVerda. 




6 


U 20 


f f 


9 9 


JoM6Da .... 


San Tom^. 




7 


,, 22 


American 


Brig 


Alexander . • . 


,, 




8 


,, 27 


) f 


9 9 


Dido ..... 


99 




9 


Maiehir 


French 


9 9 • 


Havre .... 


San Pablo deLoanda. 




10 


„ 24 


Portuguese 


99 


Gonstitucion . . . 


San Tom^. 




11 


„ 27 


Spanish 


99 


Garmen .... 


,, 




12 


April 4 


Brazilian 


9 9 


Wilis Constancia • 


Lagos. 




13 


,, 5 


Portuguese 


Brigantine 


FeUcidad ... 


^ ^ i' 




14 


,> 18 


) 1 


Schooner 


Vigilante . . . 


San Tom€, 




15 


,^24 


9 } 


Brig 


Maria Teresa . • 


Lagos .... 


Retomed. 


16 


,, 26 


Spanish 


Schooner 


Victoria .... 


SanTom6. 




17 


May 2 


9 y 


,, 


Ramoncito • • 


,, 




18 


,, 5 


Portuguese 


y y 


Profa • . • • 


, J 




19 


,, 7 


American 


9 y 


Mar^ Hooper . . 


Gape de Verds. 




20 


M 8 


Portup^uese 
Amencan 


99 


Mana Segunda • . 


San Pablo de Loando* 




21 


„ 9 


Brig 


Eagle .... 


San Tom& 




22 


,, 15 


Portuguese 


Schooner 


Triunfante , 


• • 


,9 




23 


,, 23 


9 t 


y 9 


Circe . . 


• . 


Santiago de Praym. 




24 


M 26 


f f 


y y 


Maria . 


, , 


San Tomi. 




25 


M 26 


f t 


9 9 


Dulcinea . 


• • 


Lagos. 




26 


June 2 


ff 


Brig ' 


(Nostra Sefiora del] 
1 BuenViage . 


GapedeVerda . . 


Retumed 


27 


M 7 


■ i * 


Schooner 


Gonstitucion . . 


Santiago de Praya. 
Isla del Principe. 




28 


,> 8 


) f 


9 9 


Segunda Union . • 




29 


,y 9 


t f 


y y 


Gonstitucion. . . 


Iioando. 


"»» A_ i 


30 


„ 16 


i i 


Ship 


AmaUa . , 




Madagascar . • • 


Returned. 


31 


,, 16 


American 


Schooner 


Fame . . 








32 


,. 16 


Portuguese 


, 9 


Veloa . 




San TomL 




33 


„ 21 


; ) 


Brig 


Matilde . 




39 




34 


,, 26 


Spanish 


, , 


Ssperanza 




Isla del Principe. 


. 


35 


,, 30 


Portuguese 


9> 


Victoria . . 




San Tom£. 




36 


July 5 


ft 


99 


Dos Amigos . 




f*«?- 




37 


„ 10 


9 i 


Schooner 


ligera . , 




Isla del Pnncipe. 




38 


,, 12 


) 1 


99 


Joseflta . . 




San TomL 




39 


s> 13 


, t 


9 9 


Eliza . . . 




Isla del Principe. 




40 


,, 17 


9 9 


J9 


Elisa . . . 




Swiriaijo de Praya. 




41 


,, 18 


American 


9 9 


Traveller 




Isla del Principe. 




42 


,, 23 


9 9 


9 9 


John HoUont] 




SanTom^. 




43 


Aufi^ 6 


Portuguese 


Brig 


Matilde . . 




Gabo Lopez. 




44 


77 7 


9 J • 


. Schooner . 


Sirce . . 




Gabo Venie. 




45 


M 13 


f f 


9 9 


Victoria . , 




San Tom6. 




46 


s\ 14 


y f 


Brig . 


Maeeimo. 




IsU OrieotaL 




47 


,, 18 


9 } 


Ship 


Maria Segun( 


la.* * 






48 


,, 18 


American 


Schooner 


Dolphin . . 




San Tom6. 




49 


,, 22 


y y 


Brig 


Plant . . 




Gabo Verde. 




50 


„ 23 


99 


Ship 


Venus 




(Bahia de todos los 
\ Santos. 




51 


M 27 


9 y 


Schooner 


Shark . 




Gabo Verde. 




52 


„29 


99 


Brig 


Mary Jane , 




,, 




53 


Sept 18 


9 9 


, 9 


Gomet . 




9 9 




54 


;, 24 


Portuguese 


99 • 


Veterano.. 




SanTom^. 




55 


,, 29 


) ) 


9 9 


Triunfo . 








56 


,, 29 


9 9 


Schooner 


Victoria . 




Rio Pongo. 




57 


Oct. 9 


American 


99 


Florida . 




Gape de Verds. 




58 


>> H 


) y 


9 y 


Hazard . 




San Tom^. 




59 


,, 13 


Portug^nese 


Brig 


VigUante. 




S. Pablo de Loanda. 




60 


,, 23 


> y 


Schooner 


Sinlgual. 
AmaUa . 




San Tom*. 




61 


,, 27 


9 9 


>, 




Bonny. 




62 


Nov. 7 


9 9 


9 J 


Lavandera 




Isla del Principe. 




63 


., 7 


American 


9, 


Glara . 




San Tom6. 




64 


,; 20 


Portuguese 


, 9 


Kmprendedora • . 


Gallinas. 




65 


,, 20 


, 1 


Brig 


Maria Teresa • . 


Lagos. 




66 


Dec. 3 


American 


Schooner 


Liberty .... 


Rio Pongo. 




e? 


,, 7 


Portuguese 


9 9 


C/erca .... 


Gape de Verds. 




68 


>, 21 


9 9 


9 9 


Reyna de los Angela 


) San Torn*. 




69 


,, 21 


9 9 


9, 


Maria Segunda . . 


S. Pablo de Loanda. 




70 


„ 22 


y y 


9 9 


Constanta . . . 


San Tom6. 




71 


,,24 


American 


,, 


William Savin . . 


( Bahia de todos los 
I Santos. 





Portuguese 

American 

Spanish 

French 

Brazilian 



42 

19 

8 

1 
1 

71 
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Third Enclosure in No. 41. 
list of Vessels which sailed from the Port ofJSdfoanafor the Coast of Africa^ during the Year 1837. 



N«. Biito. 



Natioo. 



Class. 



VessflL 



Marter. 



Rcmarics. 



48 
49 
50 
51 

52 

53 
54 

55 

5*6 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 

69 

70 
71 
72 



Jan. 13 
14 
Feb. 1 



14 
20 



20 



April 1 
4 
14 
20 
,, 25 
May 9 
13 



28 
24 

26 

27 



Jutt( 



Aug. 



Oct. 



Nov. 



IS 

16 
19 

96 



July 7 

8 

11 

13 

14 



f9 

18 

26 

27 

28 

29 

5 

29 

21 

22 



Sect. 9 
16 

19 



23 

26 

30 

2 

3 

18 

19 

20 

2 

7 

18 

25 

23 



Dec 11 
J5 
23 



Spanish 
Portiqfiiete 



Spanish 
F^itagnese 

Spanidi 
American 



Schooner 



Brig 

Schooner 



American 
Bntngnaie 

Spanish 



Portvgaeae 

>9 



Spanish 
Portnguese 



Spanish 

y t 

Portuguese 
American ' 

Spanish 

Portupiesi 
Amencan 

P^iiugMse 

Spanish 

Portu|;ue8e 

Amencan 

Fortngoese 

> > 
Amaacan 
Peitngueie 

Spanish 

Portuguese 
Spanish 



B>% 



Austrian 
Portuguese 



Brig 
^hooner 



Ship 
Schooner 



Polacra 
Schooner 

yy 
Ship 

Brig 

Schooner 

Brig 



Schooner 

Ship 

Schooner 

Brig 

Schooner 



Brig 

Schooner 

Brif 

Schooner 
Brig 

ScDDoner 
Brig 

^^ 
Schooner 
Brig 

y 9 

Schooner 



Amepcan 

Spanish 

Portuguese 

American 

Portuguese 

SwediNh 

Poitugues 

American 

PertBgue*^ 



Spanish 
Portuguese 



Brig 

9 t 

Schooner 
SAooner 



Portuguese 

SpftulsAi 

American 

AuBtriMi 

Swedish 



Dolorita 

Constituciao . • 
Dido .... 

{Tres Tgaanria (u), 
Sin Igual 
Maria Segnnda 
Isahel 
Triunfo . • 

Constitudon • 

Lines 



.} 



Bee 



General Rieafori 
Two Friends 
Tcatado 

Olimpia . • • 
Tajo 



Franctsca 



Ligera . . • • 

Bdendta. 

Palmira • • • • 

Dulcinea. 

Margarita. 

Eliza. 

Primorosa . • • 

San Jos6. 

Palmira. 

Feliddad . . • 

Vibora de Cabo Verde 

{Maria Segunda (aXl 
Socorro • • ./ 
Anita. 
Jacinto. 
Matilda. 
Morris Cooper 

Aguila Vengadora 

Liberal. 
Terrible. 



Nueva Amable SalomS 

Irene 

Constitucion . • 

G^eor^e Washinstonc 

Triunfo de Cabo Verde 

Bos Hermanos. 

renr. 

Mana Teresa • 

Pmeba. 

Seguada Maria • 

Brnpiendedor • 

Josefita • . • 
Fortuna. 
Famesa Estetlla. 

Teaser. 

Trasibolo, • • 

Destemida. 
Ligero. 

Camcens . • • 



Garcia 



Smaserick 



Oposicion . , 
Circa • . • , 
Feliz. 
Felicidad. 
WashmgtoD. 
Prime ra Union. 
Estela . . . 
Joseph Band. 
Ligera. 

Victoriaa • < 
Vigilante. . . 
Cleopatra. 
Sin Zgual 



Tmnlbde Loanda 

Itranuria. 
Montana • • 
Veloi . . . 



Detained by KMA^Mamt^ 
Returned 19th September. 

, > See Na. 68. 



,, 14th Jmie. 
,y nnder Portugaese 
colours 15th December. 



( Sailed for Cape de Verds^ 
i under suspicious circnm- 
l stances. 
Condemned at Siena Leone^ 



Betumed 1 6th November. 

r Returned in October undei 
{ Portugaese colours as tiH 
^"Est^a." See No. 62. 
Condemned at Sierra Leone. 

Returned 17th December. 



Condemned at Sierra Leone, 



Condenuied at Sierra Leone. 
Ditto. 

Returned. 



rRetumed 30th June, IS38, 
( as '' Esplorador. 



f Returned. Formerly the 
V' Ccvallo Marin." 



Returned 8th July, 1833. 
, , 15th Dec, 1837. 



Retomed 30th November. 

Returned. 

(Brought a cargo to St. 

\ Jage de Cuba. 



fCarried negroes firom Hi 
(▼ana to the coast of Aftica. 



/Captured by H. M. S. 

t" Sappho.'* 

Capttned byH.M.S.^'Faarl.'' 

Returned. 



9?«aclnd off Jamaica. 



Cleared Ssr Cape de Verds. 
Returned. 

Retcnned. 

(Returned with cargo to 

(Santiago de CuIm. 

Returned. 
Ditto. 



40 

1» 

11 

1 

1 



72 
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No. 42. 

Her MajeHy^s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. {Received February 16.) 

My Lord, Havana^ January 17<A, 1839. 

During the last month the following vessels were despatched from this Port, 
suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 
Dec'. 3rd American Schooner "Xiberty" for Rio Pongo. 

„ 7th, Portuguese „ ** Cerca," Cape de Verds. 

„ 21st, „ „ "Reynaidelos Angeles" San Tome. 

„ 21st, „ „ " Maria Segunda" San Pablo de Loanda. 

„ 22nd, „ „ *' Constanta" San Tom6. 

„ 24th, American, '* William Savin" Bahia de todos los Santos. 

During the month the following is the only vessel reported to have arrived from 
the coast of Africa :— 

Dec'. 9th, Portuguese Brigantine ** Trueno," with 528 negroes. 
She took in her cargo at Isla del Principe, Master's name Costa. 

We regret, however, to add that a great number of negroes have been brought 
here during the present month, respecting which we have this day prepared a com- 
munication for the Captain General of the Island. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerstoti, G.C.B., 

8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 43. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. {Received AprUW.) 

(Extract.) Havana^ January 19<A, 1839. 

In the Despatch dated the 22nd August last, from Her Majesty's Commis- 
sioner at tlus place, your Lordship was informed of the arrival here of the 
American ship '* Venus ^' built at Baltimore expressly for the Slave Trade, and of * 
her departure shortly after for the coast of Africa. The " Venus'^ sailed hence 
under the American flag, with several American citizens on board, but in the Ship's ^ 
Articles, of which a glance, in bravado, was afforded Her Majesty's Commissary 
Judge, it was expresafy stipulated that sh^was to be taken to Bahia, there to be 
transferred to the Portuguese Flag. > This, however, appears not to have been 
done, for in the almost incredibly short period of four months the ship has returned, 
and in the beginning of this month landed on the coast the extraordinary cargo of 
not fewer than 860 slaves. At this time the name was changed to the " Duquesa 
de Rraganza^ and die. bore the Portuguese Flag, but it was a matter of doubts 
whether a valid, if any, transfer of her had taken place; and it was currently 
believed that the AmeMcan subjects who had sailed in her from this Port had been 
present at the time when the slaves were taken on board. Indeed it was reported 
from the partiei? themselves that'they had been visited on the coast of Africa, when 
bearing the American Flag, by the officers of a British cruizer ; and upon being 
asked what they were doing there, answered the inquirers by saying "it was no 
business of theirs, and that they were Americans." They boasted also that though 
one of the cruizers watched, and saw them take part of their cargo on board, and 
attempted afterwards to follow them, yet the chase was made in vain, and undoubt- 
edly the wonderfully short time in which this unprecedently successful voyage has 
been made, fully warrants the character which the ship brought here with her for 
her fast-sailing qualities. 

Under these circumstances we felt it our duty to call the attention of the Ame- 
rican Consul, who is also acting as Portuguese Consul, to so gross a violation of the 
laws, as well as of the Flag of the United States. 

To this communication of ours the answer was returned, of which we enclose 
your Lordship a Copy, stating at very considerable length the opinions which had 
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actuated him (the Consul) on the occasion Just referred to^ as well as his views m 
the present instance. The answer is worthy of consideration, as an evidence of 
the feelings held by certain classes of the American community with regard to the 
Slave Trade, and the part taken by the British Government to suppress it. 
In our reply, we confined ourselves to a general assertion of our duties, and of 
the grounds on which we exercised them. As we hear tlie correspondence has 
been sent to the Government of the United States, we trust your Lordship will 
consider the terms in which we addressed tlie Consul, as well as those in which we 
answered his reply, to be deserving the support of Her Majesty's Government. 

With regard to the ship " VenxiSy' otherwise the " Duquesa de Braganza,'* 
we should state that the original cost, we understand, was 30,000 dollars ; and 
that the fitting out, and expenses of every description for the voyage, including the 
value for the return cargo, was estimated at 60,000 more ; say altogether 100,000 
dollars. The number of negroes brought back, as has been before stated, was 860, 
and they are said to have been sold at 340 dollars per head, producing the sum of 
nearly 300,000 dollars, of which, therefore, two-thirds was net profit. So lon^ as 
such returns can be effected, we fear that no efforts whatever will be effectual in 
suppressing the traffic, and certainly not while the dealers have only to meet such 
a system of corruption, as pervades every department of the Government of the 
Island. 

We have only further to add, that the ship " Duquesa de Braganza' is princi- 
pally owned by the slave-dealer Mazorra, whom we have so often had occasion to 
name, and a Frenchman named Gautier; and that she is preparing again foa 
another voyage. 



First Enclosure in No. 43. 
Her Majesty s Commissioners to the American Consul. 

Sir, Havana, January 8th, 1839; 

As it may possibly not have come to your knowledge, we think it 
right to mtike you acquainted with the report, prevalent in this place, respect- 
ing the ship '* Venus,^^ which arrived here the 4th August last, from 
Baltimore, and sailed shortly after for the coast of Africa. 

This vessel, you will no doubt remember, arrived and sailed hence under 
American colours, under which it is said she took in a cargo of negro slaves, 
and has landed them within the la^ few days on this coast, about 860 i» 
number. The report further states there are several American citizens im- 
plicated in this flagrant violation fff the laws of the United States, and as the 
** Venus'"^ may be hourly expected in the harbour, we would respectfully 
suggest to you, that such immediate steps may be taken on her arrival as may 
lead to the punishment of such offenders. 

The peculiar relationship in which the United States are placed with Great 
Britain, induces us more anxiously to hope you will participate in the feelings 
with which this communication is made. 

We have, &c. ♦ 

(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 

CAMPBELL J. DALllYMPLE, 
N. P. Trist, Esq. 
Sfc. 8f€. 



Second Enclosure in No. 43. 

Mr. Trist to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 

Consulate of the United States of Americur 
Gbntlemen, Havana, January Sth, 1839. 

I HAVE received at a late hour this evening your letter, addressed to *' N. 
P. Trist, Esq.," and dated " Havana, Sth January, 1839," which the presence of 
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tamfuy in my parlour^ inhere it wM'AeUvewd, has pieveofted my opening until tht 
]^ht is too iar advatooed to perimt me to engage in the tusk ef a rep^, mthout 
encroachiiig on the rest which a long day of unreiintted laboiur demands. Unfitted 
as this has rendered me for resuming my pen att this moment, I am, however, im- 
pelled to do so by the desire to obtain, without delay, the important infeimatien 
which your letter affords ground lor believing that it may be in your power to 
furnish. 

Upon referring to the files of your predecessors in office, you will probably find 
there a letter, addressed l^them to me, towards the close of the year 1836, lycd by 
me returned, upon the ground that I deemed it incumbent upon me to decline i*e- 
cei^ng any communication of that nature. 

Upon comparing the two, you will perhi^ be sensible, that the letter now befofe 
me, although differii^ from the other in one material pi^tieular, is yet so &r of the 
same nature as to come within the rule which, upon that oceasioii, I amiounced as 
that of my conduct, and my conviction in regard to the indispensaUeness of which 
has since been foortified. Thus viewed by me, it would now iimMaee again the 
unpleasant duty then discharged, were it not that the essential difference juSst ad- 
verted to leaves me, to a certain extent, free, in this instance, to aviul myself of* the 
information of which you maybe possessed, and at the same time to indulge the disr 
position towards British functionaries, which fixed sentiments for the people have 
long made a part of my character. 

In thus departing frmn the course pursued towards your predecessors, it is neces^ 
sary that, to preclude misapprehension, I should trouble you with an explanatian 
which would have been made to them, had it not been prevented 1^ the tenor of 
their communication. 

This was of so extraordinary a character, indicating so utter an oblivion or innate 
ignorance of the simplest applications (until then deemed by me self-evident) of 
first truths, in regard to inter-national independence, that it left me no other alter- 
native to the course of passing it over, as I did, without remark or notice, than that 
of facing it with a rebuke, such as my command of language would have been 
severely tried in making commensurate with my sense of the insult. It would 
have accorded as ill with the habitual tone of my feelings towards their nation^ as 
the provocation did with a decent respect for the independence of mine. From 
this unwelcome necessity I was spared by the relations, or rather the no-relations, in 
which we stood ; a circumstance no sooner adverted to, than it stripped the commu- 
nication of every attribute save naked absurdity, rendering it a fit object of derision 
alone, until, upon the contemplation thus awakened of what was going on aroimd 
me here, and connected with it, in Great Britain, that feelmg gave way to the more 
serious mixture of sorrow and indignation, at the spectacle of such prostitution of 
the energies of the British people in theatrical playings-off, to their delusion, and to 
the benefit of whomsoever it might concern^ in a cause which, whatever differences 
of opinion may exist witli respect to the justness or the hnmoderafteness of the zeal 
displayed in it, is sanctified by a sincerity and a self-forgetfulness, in proportion to 
the intensity of which every empty show, got up by self-seekers, turning it to pr€>fit, 
becomes intensely disgusting and hateful. 

Had the case been diflFerent, through the existence of any tangible relations be- 
tween us, as agents of the two countries, the necessity would have been forced upon 
me, and, consequently, upon the Government of the United States, to demand to 
know upon which of the principles that govern the relations of States, and in conse- 
quence of what event, it might be, that any crimes or misdemeanors, real or 
assumed, committed by citizens of the United States, in this port or elsewhere, 
except on British territory, had become objects of cognizance to the British Govern- 
ment ; so as to justify an agent of that Government, placed here in official relations 
with an agent of the Government of the United States, in supposing himself entitled 
to communicate in formal manner to the latter the results of the supervision, exer- 
cised by him over the proceedings of American citizens and American vessels (which 
proceedings, it may be remarked, were subjects of as little concealment here, and 
those results matters of as great notoriety, as the recent arrival of the French 
Prince from Vera Cruz), accompanied with the information that it would be his 
pamfkl duty f • report the same to his oum Government ! Such a demand it would, 
under some circumstanoes, have been imperative on me to make. But U was not «a 
in the present ; and, unpleasant as was the alternative whidi they presented, I 
deemed myself fortunate, even at that cost, to esciq>e the obligation to be inatru* 
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meotaL in fo^ng upott* die Brilifib Gowmmeftt a qiMstion, freui which there was a« 
eacape but a jir^et dkavonral of an itadecency bo grofl6> that its absurdity was tha 
wily paUiaiioii of which it ooidd be susceptible, while, at the same time, ike circum- 
stances of the ease were such as to obviate the necessity for such disavowal ; pre* 
chtdiog, as tbey 4id, unless by gross impeachment of its good faith, the supposition^ 
that the outcage upon the United States could. have been intended by that Govern* 
ment. The persons from whom it had proceeded had, it was to be taken for granted, 
been sent here by their Government, in no other capacity than that in which they 
bad been recognised by the Spanish, under the Treaty which alone entitled them to 
be here at att ; which capacity was purely judicial, or fractionally so^ as part of a 
Mixed Court, whose functions consisted solely in bringing toadjudication, with the 
imei delay and inconvenience, sueh vessels as, under the Treaty between the two 
eoontriesy might be detained £ir having been enga^d in an illicit traffic of slaves. 
Sueh being tiie sole purpose for which they were permitted to have an official 
residence i^n Spanish territory, and even the form of process for that limited pur- 
pose having been strictly and minutely defined by Treaty, it could not be conceived 
that their Government had condescended to abuse ihe opportunity thus afforded, by 
sending them on any other errand ; above all, was it not to be supposed that, openly 
tm^ltng under foot the plainest rights of a nation which, however unfortunate, is 
still rec^nized as ooi of the States of Europe, it had intended their conversion into 
organs for offering unprovoked insuU, in the same breath, to that nation, and to the 
fiureign cottsuls hmding exequaturs from her, and entided, through decency to her» 
if no other motive, to* be respected by all who accepted the ri^t to official dwelling 
m her territory. The Treaty which placed them here, and a decent respect for the 
giod faith of their Government, absolutely precluded, then, the supposition that it 
eoald have been a party to the letter addressed by them to me. Moreover the 
functions assigned them were so very limited, and of a nature so extremely simple, 
as to aibrd an obrious apology against even the charge of having neglected so to 
instruct diem in relation to their duties, as to secure against all such abuses of their 
situation. 

Sudi instructions are requisite, and the duty to give them imperative, only in 
proportion as the complexity of the functions intrusted to a public agent, or the haste 
in which he may be called upon to act, is such as to expose him to doubt or over- 
sjghts. A perusal of the Treaty shows that it afforded neither of these grounds for 
precautionary instructions. Never were duties, or one single duty, rather (for it 
consists of a mere decision upon a naked question of fact), more simple in its 
nature, or more clearly defined, and it almost transcends belief that persons charged 
theremth should, even undesignedly — ^the only mode of transgression which a 
Gorveramait can anticipate, on the part, of those in whom it puts trust, or provide 
against by instructions— -overlook the boundaries of the field assigned to them, or 
fancy tiiemselves placed in any official relati<ms whatever towards foreign Consuls 
resident bei*e. 

Sueh were the considerations which ^verned my course in regard to the commu- 
lucation fi-mn your predeces8<»*s ; and which, unpleasant as was the task of returning,, 
reconciled me thereto as being, however rude in outward semblance, at bottom by 
far the least objection£d)ie to all parties, of tlie alternatives forced upon me. 

The pres^it communication, as I was happy to see, is free from the offensive 
peculiarities of the former. Still it is liable to the fundamental objections, insepa- 
rable &om any communication which you could possibly address to me, in regard 
to the conduct of citizens of the United States ; one of which, indeed, applies 
to offictttl commimications on any subject whatever. This is, that there exists not 
uqr (rficial rebtion of any kind between us. The other, that whatever relations 
might exist, and whatever might be my own functions in regard to offences com- 
mitted by citizens of the United States against our laws, they could not be such as 
to ^flow me tm rooognize the right of any agent of any foreign Government to inter- 
fere, in any possible mode or oegree, in the discharge of my duties, or to forbear 
repelling such interference if offered. 

This is a necessary consequence of the independence of our two countries. 
You refer to " the peculiar relationship in which the United States are placed with 
Great Britain.'* Since the* 4th of July, 1776, ihe only relation in which they 
stand to each other, is that of two independent nations, ** enemies in war, in peace 
friends." Of that independence one of the vital parts consists in the exclusive ex- 
ecution, no less than the exclusive enactment, by each, of its own laws ; rigorously 
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excluding and repelling all interference in the one no less than the other. If there 
be upon earth two nations for w|ioni, above all others, their own welfare and that of 
the world demands the most scrupulous regard for, and watchful observance of this 
principle, those nations are the two whom you have named. Mine is wedded to it 
in all its bearings ; and if, as I trust, the harmony now happily subsisting between 
-the two Governments is to endure, so as to allow the elements comprised fn the 
bosoms of the two nations a fair opportunity to work out their natural results, it can 
only be through the cultivation of the same sentiment by your Government towards 
'Ours, if no other. 

So thoroughly imbued with it is the latter, that no Consul or other functionary of 
the United States at this place or elsewhere, however full and accurate the informa- 
tion which he might have acquired on the subject, and however sincere his zeal 
against the Slave Trade, would ever dream of volunteering an official communica- 
tion to a functionary of Great Britain, in regard to the amount of British fabrics 
iiiade expressly for the Coast of Africa, nor of the number of casks of shackles (the 
distinctive instrument for carrying ou the Slave Trade) of British manufacture, 
annually exported to this Island ; some of which I have seen passing through the 
"Custom House here, without attracting any more notice from either officers or 
bystanders than so many boxes of Dutch cheeses. He might, under instructions 
from his Government, have traced these things to their sources, so as to be able to 
designate every British manufactui-er, merchant, and ship, from and through which 
they had reached thus far on then* way to the Coast of Africa; and, upon 'looking 
into the statutes of their Parliament, he might have discovered, that they conld not 
have got here without gross violation of jBritish law. But, so great is the silent 
force of the general national sentiment upon this point, it would never occur to him, 
as a thing proper or decent or possible, that he should assume to take part in the 
administration of those laws, by addressing official communications, in regard to 
their violation, to British functionaries, charged or not charged with preventing it. 
If such an American officer were to be found, he would be a very remarkable ex- 
ception ; and, whatever might be the force of the motives impelling him to a course 
eo inconsistent with the general sentiment of his countiy, there is one particular in 
'which that course woxild be seen to evince the utmost respect for, if not dread of it, 
4f his object in thus trampling upon the principles of national independence were to 
play off before any portion of his countrjrmen. However insensible he might be 
^to other things, the dread of their penetration would effectually deter him from 
attempting any such game, unless he bad furnished himself with better materials 
for it than rumours. 

If requested to do so, he would doubtless cheerfully comply; as I trust that you 
will, with the request I now earnestly make of you, to oblige me, at the earliest 
possible moment, with all the information of any kind, regarding persons, occur- 
Tences or things, calculated to be of use to the Government of the united States in 
regard to the ship " Venus,'' or any matter connected with her ; and pai-ticularly^ 
the fact of her having taken in a cargo of negroes whilst under the American- flag ; 
and the other fact that there are several American citizens implicated in this viola- 
tion of our laws, and who those citizens are. One of you, gentlemen, has enjoyed 
the advantage of pursuing his studies at the Temple ; and I need not tell you, 
therefore, that the great object is to obtain such materials, in the shape of facts, or 
persons, or indications of either, as may be susceptible of use towards the convic* 
tion of every individual implicated. If materials of this kind cannot be furnished 
by you, I would thankfully receive any specific facts, although unconnected with 
names of persons, should you not be at liberty to divulge them, which your peculiar 
opportunities and command of time for the purpose may have brought to your 
knowledge. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) N. P. TRIST. 

Her Mcgesty's Canmissianers, 
Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 
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Third Enclosure in No. 43. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Trist. 

Sir, Havana, January \Oth, 1839. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your answer of the 8th 
instant, to our communication of the same date, respecting the ship " Venus,' 
which vessel, we have since heard, entered this harbour at a late hour the evening 
before. 

In reply to your request to be furnished " with all the information regarding 

Persons, occurrences or things calculated to be of use to the Goverament of the 
Jnited States in regard to the ship ' Venus^ or any matter connected with her, 
and particularly the fact of her having taken in a cargo of negroes whilst under the 
American flag, and the other fact that there are several American citizens impli* 
cated in this violation of your laws, and who those citizens are,*' we beg to say we 
have already communicated as much of the information we possessed as we felt our- 
selves at liberty to do. We referred you to the reports prevalent in tliis city upon 
the subject, and we hoped, as no doubt is entertained of their truth, that you would 
have thought them deserving of your own immediate investigation, either through 
the Captain-General of the Island, or by your own authority, and the intervention 
of the Commander of the American vessel-of-war now in the harbour. Any such 
investigation on your part, by examination of the Log-book and crew, could not 
have failed to elicit, much better than any information we could be expected to 
divulge, whether the following circumstances, as reported, are well founded or not. 

1. Whether there were any American citizens on board the " Venus '* during 
her late voyage to the Coast of Africa, and who those citizens are. 

2. Whether the " Venus'* was visited on the Coast of Africa by any British 
cruizer or cruizers without being detained, in consequence of her bearing the Amer- 
ican flag, but one of which cruizers, having observed her take in some negroes under 
that flag, afterwards chased her, though without success. 

3. Whether any sale or transfer was made of the vessel after leaving this har- 
bour, and when, so as to divest her of her American character. 

The ship's articles, we have heard, provided that she was to be taken to Bahia, 
where the sale was to take place, but the §hort time she has been absent (only four 
months) puts this out of the question ; and whether transferred or not to any other 
flag, we fear it is indisputable that a gross abuse has been practised of the 
American flag. 

It certainly forms no part of our duties at this place to take any steps to vindicate 
such a violation of your laws ; nor have we any wish to interfere in any such cases, 
ftirther than arises from an anxiety to suppress, if possible, all simUar infringe- 
ments of the rights of humanity. Our objects are too high, and our conviction of 
their rectitude too strong, to allow us to be turned from our course by taunts of any 
kind ; and with regard to the United States in particular, we would wish to pre- 
serve unimpaired our respect for the laws whicn have declared the Slave Trade 
piracy. But it is in proportion to the respect we would wish to entertain, that we 
should regret to find those laws a dead letter, and your professions not followed up 
and carried into effect. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 
N. P. Trist, Esq. 



No. 44. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Paknerston. — (Received April 19.) 
(Extract.) Havana, January 26<A, 1839. 

In the Despatch, dated the 17th July last, from Her Majesty's Commis- 
sioner at this place, your Lordship's attention was directed to the circumstance of a 
vessel having sailed hence, under the French flag, in the month of March pre- 
yious, for the Coast of Africa. Of this vessel, the ** Havre,'" Her Majesty's Com- 
Class A.—- Further Series. Q 
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missioner, for reasons then explained to your Lordship, had had no knowledge, until 
four months after, when it appeared too late to take any other course respecting her, 
than to use ever diligence in watching for her return. For a long time all enquiries 
with this view were ineffectual, and we were informed that the owner, M. Forbade, 
not having had any intelligence himself of her returning, had began to tlynk she 
had been taken ; when, on the 22nd instant, we received information of her being 
off the Coast, and of her having landed, only a day or two previously, 520 negroes. 
Having satisfied ourselves that she had not entered the Harbour, and, taking ad- 
vantage of so many French vessels of war (no fev^r than ten) being then in this 
Port, to call for their intervention, we addressed a letter to the Consul-General of 
His Majesty the King of the French on the subject. In stating the circumstances 
attending the sailing of the " Havre'^ under French colours, and with several 
French subjects on board, we also expressed our belief that no valid, if any, transfer 
had been made of the vessel to any other flag ; and therefore urged him to institute 
a strict search of the vessel on her arrival. In answer to this letter, of which we 
enclose your Lordship a copy (Enclosure, No. 1), we received a note the following 
day (EJnclosure, No. 2), stating that our communication had been laid before His 
Royal Highness the Prince de Joinville, and M. Perceval, the senior officer of the 
French squadron at this place, who had sent out the brig of war " Le Petit Thotcars^m 
search of the suspected vessel. The brig " Le Petit Thouars*' accordingly went out on 
tlie 23rd instant, but returned about noon the following day, without the '* Havre^*^ 
of which we have not been able to obtain further information, though there is a 
report current, that she run on shore shortly after landing her cargo, and was lost. This 
.circumstance is credited in quarters where we have learned to place confidence, 
though with a suspicion that the wreck was incurred purposely, as the most effica- 
cious mode of putting an end to all enquiries. We have had no further conmiuni- 
cation from the French Consul-General on the subject. 



^First Enclosure in No^ 44. 
Her Majesty s Commissioners to the French Consul-General. 

Sir, Havana, January 22nd» 1839. 

We regret to find it a duty incumbent upon us, to call your attention to the 
expected arrival soon in this port of the French brig " Hawe^^ which sailed 
hence about the 20th March last for the coast of Afi'ica. 

This vessel sailed hence under French colours, with several French citizens on 
board, and owned by a Frenchman, M. Forbade, who was denounced to you so 
far back as November 1836, as engaged in the infamous traffic in negroes, for 
which he now possesses a disgraceful notoriety, not second to any one in this place. 

We have not yet heard whether the ** Havre*^ has been, according to the practice 
of these dealers in human misery, transferred, or pretended to be transferred, to 
any other flag, but we have been well-informed of her return, and of her having 
landed about 500 negroes in the last week on this coast. 

As the vessel may, therefore, be hourly expected in the harbour, we would 
respectfully suggest to you the propriety of putting her under immediate surveil- 
lance, either through the instrumentality of the Captain-General, or by your own 
authority, and the intervention of the Marine Force of His Majesty the King of 
the French, now at this place. 

The peculiarly friendly relations, in which the Government of Her Britannic 
Majesty is placed with that of His Majesty the King of the French, makes us feel 
assured that you will participate in the feelings Avith which this communication is 
made ; and with regard to your own private dispositions towards this " infamous 
traffic in negroes," to use your own words, we have to rely on your recorded 
anxiety '* to put a stop to these odious undertakings." 

We have, &c* 
(Signed) J.KENNEDY. 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE* 
A M. M. MoUien, Consul-General, 
Sfc. 8fe. Sfc. 
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,,^ Second Enclosure in No. 44. 
(Translation.) v 

The French Cansul^Genercd^o Her Majesty's Commissioners. 

Gentlemen^ Havana, January 23r^, 1839. 

In consequence of tiie communication contained in your letter of yesterday. 
His Royal Hi^ness the Prince de JoinTille, in concert with Monsieur le Com^ 
mandant Perceval, has ordered the brig of war, the '' Le Petit Thouws^ to make 
ready immediately, to go in search of <& suspected vessel which you have denounced 
to me« 

Accept, Gentlemen, the assurances of my distinguished consideration, 

(Signed) MOLLIEN. 

The Members (^the Mixed Commission. 

No. 45. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. (^Received April 1.) 

My Lord, Havana^ February Ath, 1839. 

The great number of slave-vessels that have arrived here during the pre- 
sent month, with full cargoes from the Coast of Africa, appearing to render it 
imperatively incumbent on us to remonstrate with his Excellency the Captain- 
General on the subject, we addressed his Excellency a letter, of wluch we endose 
your Lordship a copy, stating the circiunstances attending the arrival of three 
vessels in particular, to which we beg to call your Lordship'3 attention. To this 
letter we received a reply from his Excellency, expressed in terms similar to those 
which have been uniformly in times past employed by the Local Government, tp 
evade the just fulfilment of existing laws and treaties. 

On the receipt of this, having procured a copy of a Royal Order recently pro- 
mulgated at Madrid, dated the 2nd November, 1838, against the continued prose- 
cution of the Slave Trade in this Island, we thought it right again to address the 
Captain-General, requesting him to insert the same three times in the ** Diario,* 
as is customary to be done with other royal orders. This we thought advisable, as 
we stated in the correspondence, not only to show the people here the avowed 
wishes of the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, but also in support of our asser- 
tions, that the importations are not the less an infraction of the laws, on account of 
their being made under the Portuguese flag. 

To this application we received an answer from His Excellency, refusing the in- 
sertion, upon grounds of policy peculiar to the Island; and we have heard from a 
quarter on which we can rely, that he has written to his Government in angry 
terms of this correspondence, and deprecating our interferences, as contrary to the 
prosperity of the Island. 

We fear that the Royal Order referred to will be as inefficacious as any before 
published, and we beg therefore to repeat our opinion expressed to the Captain- 
General, that no Is^ws on the subject wUl be respected, until a more honest deter- 
mination be shewn to punish offenderSi and imtu rewards await those who will 
assist in bringing them to justice. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY, 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYJVIPLE. 
The Hight Honourable Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fe Sfc. 



First Enclosure in No. 45. 
Her Majesty's Commissioiiers to the Captain General. 

KosT ExcELUSNT SiR, Havafia, January Idtk, 1839. 

We regret to feel it a duty incumbent upon us, to call your Excellency's 
attention to the alarmingly increasing importation of Bozal negroes into this 
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On the 3rd instant the Portuguese ship " Amalia,'* whkh was formerly well 
known as a slave ship when under Spanish^lours, and then"^ named the '* Vavalb 
Marin/* entered this harbour, having a short time previously landed more than 
500 slaves on the coast. ^ 

On the 4th instant, the Portuguese schooner " Felieidade,'^ entered the harbour, 
having also a few days previously landed about 250 slaves on the coast. 

On the 7th instant, a ship wMch, only four months since, sailed from this har- 
bour under American colours, then called the ** Venus/^ now returned as the 
" Duquesa de Braganza** and under the Portuguese flag, though there is good 
reason to believe that no valid transfer of the vessel was effected. This ship, it is 
we fear indisputable, brought the astonishing number of 860 slaves from the coast 
of Africa. 

These facts, though they must be known to every other officer of the Government, 
cannot surely have been communicated to your Excellency, or we feel certain that 
your Excellency would have taken immediate steps to suppress such flagrant 

Erosecution of this disgraceful traffic. We feel assured that the Government of 
[er Catholic Majesty will look with extreme indignation on this continued viola- 
tion of the laws of the country, and not consider the importation as less to be 
deprecated, because the la\vs are thought to be evaded by the use of the Portuguese 
flag. 

Since the last-named vessel entered the harbour, we have ascertained the arrival 
of another, the particulars of which have not yet reached us, but the circumstances 
connected with the trade, and with the *' Amalia " in particular, we cannot advert 
to without the extremest horror. This vessel, we fear it cannot be denied, took in 
her miserable cargo at Madagascar, above 700 in number, of whom no fewer than 
200 died on the voyage. ^ 

Such disgraceful violations of the laws, such open defiance of your Excellency's 
authority, and such murderous practises attendant upon the trade, we feel assured 
need only be pointed out to your Excellency's notice, to induce your Excellency to 
institute a stnct and honest inquiry as to who are the ffuilty parties engaged in 
them, with a view to the punishment of the offenders, and the suppression of their 
crimes. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 
His Enccellency the Captain^General, 
Sfc. Sf€. Sfc. 



Second Enclosure in No. 45. 
(Translation.) 

The Captain^General to Her Majesty* s Commissioners. 

*' 

Gentlemen, Havana^ January 29ih, 1839. 

Immediately on the receipt of your communication of the 19th instant, 
relative to the Portuguese vessels, which you state to have been employed in the 
prohibited trade in slavies, I referred it to the Commandant of Marine, who replied, 
under date of the S2nd instant, as follows : — 

** Most Excellent Sir— Having considered the conununication, made to your 
Excellency by the British Commissioners, in which they report the arrival in this 
harbour of three vessels under the Portuguese flag, respecting which they have 
received information of their having been employed in brining negro slaves, whom 
they have landed on the coasts of tms island, I have to acquaint your Excellency 
that I have no other evidence regarding the ' said vessels than their arrival, as re- 
ported by the Captain of the Port; their being foreigners places them beyond the 
intervention of the Marine department, and thus, although this Department should 
desire to enter upon an investigation, in consequence of the denunciation, it is not 
in its province so to do, as would be the case if it regarded a Spanish vessel, a^inst 
which regular proceedings are commenced, and addressed by me to your Excel- 
lency, for your information. T]^ circumstance of the nationality, as pointed out 
by the Ccmmoiissioners, of the vessel now called the " Duquesa de Braganza,*' and 
her having been American property, the Marine Department has no cognizance 
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of either : dierefore I have no means of giving your Excellency any information, 
as I would wish to do, on any one of the points in the said communication, being 
absolutely ignorant of the subject of which it treats." 

To throw more light on the matter, I directed the Captain of the Port to acquaint 
me with the particulars to which you refer, and he has reported, under this day's 
date, as follows : — 

**Most Excellent Sir — I have received your Excellency's official letter, in 
which is transcribed the one addressed to your Excellency's respectable authority, 
by Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioners, and having well considered its con- 
tents, in obedience to your Excellency's directions, I beg to state as follows : — 
Every national and foreign vessel which leaves this port, after the Custom-house 
has reported the receipt of the tonnage duties, is despatched from this office with a 
r(^, which is certified by her Consul, or by the person appointed by her Govern- 
ment to exercise his functions, and also with the Royal License, which confirms the 
legitimacy of her flag : those which arrive are most carefully examined, to ascertain 
if their papers be correct, and their proceedings lawful; therefore, I can assure 
your Excellency that no such vessels ever pass the Morro. It is true that since I 
hold this office of Captain of the Port, I have sometimes seen vessels of Her 
Britannic Majesty arrive with captured slavers, and that this commerce still exists, 
notwithstanding the constant, positive, and rigid orders issued by your Excellency 
to paralyze the roots of so ungracious and inhuman a traffic : but how is it possible, 
most excellent Sir, as I have before observed, to put a stop to this prohibited trade, 
in an island of more than 600 leagues in circumference, entirely unpeopled, 
abounding in harbours and bays, whete is no cruizer, and which no cruizer could 
constantly guard, nor a land force ber of any avail over such an extent of territory T 
Nobody knows better than your Excellency that this prohibited trade is, and has 
been the general pest (polilla, literally a moth) of nations, even of the most populous, 
which chance and time have placed in the highest degree of felicity, and in which 
the laws operate with full force and vigour, in other words, France and England 
are witnesses if the contraband trade exist or not in those countries. 

*' I ought to remark to your Excellency, that the Commissioners of Her Britannic 
Majesty are under a mistake, in stating that the Portuguese ship ^' AmaUa' was 
Spanish property before being put under the Portuguese flag, whicn she still retains, 
for she was never, at least in this port, under the Spanish flag, although under 
the* Sardinian. This is all I have to state to your Excellency's respectable au- 
thority, in obedience to your superior orders." 
% 

All which I transcribe to you. Gentlemen, in reply to your before-mentioned 
communication; it being xmderstood that I refer the whole to Her Majesty, for 
her sovereign resolution. 

God preserve you many years, 
(Signed) JOAQUIM DE EZPELETA. 

Her Majesty* s Commheianers, 

Sfc. 8fc. ^c. 



Third Enclosure in No. 45. 
Her Majesty* 8 Commissioners to the Captain^General 
Most Excellent Sir, Havana, January 31 st, 1839. 

Having received a copy of the royal order of the 2nd November last, by 
which Her Majesty the Queen Regent of Spain, in noticing the frequent intro- 
ductions of negro slaves of late into this island, in contravention of the principles 
of humanity^ and public convenience, and infraction of the Treaties vrith Great 
Britain, has especially directed your Excellency to take the most e£Bicacious means 
to put down this miserable tra£Bic, we beg respectfully to suggest, that your Excel- 
lency should command insertion of the same three times in the '' Diario," as in the 
case of other royal orders. 

At the same time we fear that no hope can be entertained of fully suppressing 
this contraband tra£Bic, so contrary to the best interests of this valuable island, 
unless more efficacious means are adopted to punish all offenders, foreign as well as 
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native, and also xinless some reward be held out to those who will give informataoii 
sufficient to condemn them. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 

CAl^BELL J. DALRYMPLE. 

To His Excellency the Captain' General, 
8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Fourth Enclosure in No. 45. 

(Translation.) The Captain-General to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Havana, Fehruary \st, 1839. 

I LEARN by your communication of yesterday, that you have received a 
copy of the royal order of the 2nd November hit, whereby Her Majesty especially 
directs that I adopt'the most efficacious measures for putting an end to the mise- 
itible and contraband trade in slaves, and that you request me to permit you to 
suggest that it be inserted three times in the '' Diario," as in the case of other 
roy3 orders : upon which particular I have to acquaint you in reply, that the pecu- 
liar circumstances of an island, in which there is such an excessive nimiber of 
slaves, present to the considerations of policy and prudence motives for avoiding 
the publication of any kind of expression, of easy interpretation, which might leal 
them on to mutiny or riot, under the supposition that they were unjustly oppressed* 
The moment I received the aforesaid royal order, I communicated it to the Gover- 
nors and Lieutenant-Governors of the Island, in order that they might, in compli- 
ance with Her Majesty's directions, eflFectually guard against the infringement, in 
the provinces under their command, of the solemn Treaty between Her Majesty 
and England for the abolition of the trade in slaves, and prevent the clandestine 
introduction of the latter by all the means in their power ; of which step I have 
acquainted Her Majesty, and will not only watch over its observance, but will 
moreover take care that the infractors be exemplarily chastised in accordance with 
the laws. 

In regard to the measures of offiering rewards to those who may give information 
sufficient to condemn the delinquents, it is not in the province of my authority to 
adopt them, but pertains to Her Majesty, as being a legislative decree. 

God preserve you many years. * 

(Signed) JOAQUIN DE EZPELETA. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners, 
^c. 8fc. S^c. 



No. 46. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received April 1.) 

My Lord, Havana, February 20rt, 1839. 

We have the honour to enclose to your Lordship the lists we have received, 
1st, of vessels that have arrived in this harbour during the last month from the 
Coast of Africa ; and, secondly, of those that have sailed from hence, during the 
same period, for that destination^ suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

From the first-named list your Lordship will perceive, that the number of arri- 
vals was very great, but we regret to say that the list was incomplete. On the 
32nd January a vessel entered from Ayuda or Whydah, of which we have not 
ascertained the particulars> but have no doubt of its naving been engaged in the 
illicit traffic. 

On the,4tii January, the American brig " Comet,'' Captain Dickson, which 
sailed from this port on the 18th September last for the Cape Verd Islands, witXi 
stores, &c. for the slave ships, returned in ballast, and was entered as consigned to 
the English house here of Drake and Co. On calling upon one of the partners of 
that house for an explanation, we were assured that this was done without their 
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being consulted on the subject, and that they had no interest whaterer in the vessel, 
or in her last voyage. 

On the 30th of January Her Majesty's Judge saw two Portuguese brigs entei; 
the harbour, for which the red flag designating their arrival from Africa, was 
hoisted on the signal staff at the Moro Castle as they passed. They have not been 
put into the list, probably because they were not entered in the Custom-house 
books, as the dates of all the other vessels are given a day or two aflter their actual 
arrival. 

The names of the two brigs were, 1st. the ^'Felicidadf' from Lagos, Master's 
name, B&rroso; sailed from hence 5th April, 1838; 2n(Uy, the " UltssesJ' from 
Ayuda, Master's name, Fernandez. This vessel belongs, we believe, to Matanzas, 
where she arrived two or three days previously, in ballast, without the Captain 
and second Mate, on account of some disagreement between them and the crew on 
the Coast of Africa. In consequence of tnis, the vessel was sent on here, under 
charge of a number of Spanish soldiers, with the crew in irons, as having been 
guilty of mutiny or piracy, for which they are now in custody. 

We regret to add, that there continues every appearance of the trade being per- 
severed in with the same vigour .as during the past year. There are, we under- 
stand, no fewer than 30 vessels at present in the harbour engaged for that 
purpose, and we have been informed by a respectable American merchant, that, 
*'if he had for sale 12 or 14 small fast-sailing clippers, suited for the trade, he 
knew there were customers here for them." 

During the present month a vessel has arrived from Africa with 400 negroes, 
under the Buenos Ayres flag, and on the 15th the schooner '' Rosario'' cleared out 
for the Cape Verds under the Spanish; the only instance of that flag being so used 
during the last eight months. 

To the list of arrivals we have appended some remarks, to which we beg to 
direct your Lordship's attention. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 

The Right Hon. discount Palmerston, G.C.B., 

cfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



First Enclosure in Nb. 46. 



List of Vessels arrived in the Port of Havana in the month of January^ 1839, 
after havings as it is said^ landed slaves on the adjacent coast. 

1. January 4lh, Portuguese ship ** Amalia" with about 510 Africans. 

2. „ 6th, „ schooner **I>tchosa" „ 220 „ 

3. „ 7thy * „ ship y Dtiqiieza de Braganza 840 ,, 

4. „ 7th, „ schooner ••Joscfina „ 227 „ 

5. „ 17th, „ „ "Brilliante „ 223 „ 

6. „ aOlb, „ ^ ** Segunda Union 172 „ 

In all 2192 

7. Besides which 540 Africans are said to have been landed from a vessel, formerly the French 
brig " Haxre^ which, after discharge, was lost on the c jast. 



Commissioners* Remarks. 

1. From Mozambique, Master's name Miquete, sailed from Havana 1 6th 
June, 1838, chiefly owned by M. For^de; took in upwards of 700 negroes, of 
whom more than 200 are reported to have perished on the passage. (See further 
the Despatch of 1839, February 4.) 

2. From San Pablo de Loanda : Master's name Settos. 

3. From San Tom^: Master's name Caelet. (See further the Despatch, of 
1839, dated 4th February.) 

4. Supposed the same as the Spanish schooner '^ Josefina*' which sailed from 
ihis port the 20th February, 1838, and afterwards as the Portuguese schooner 
•' Josefita;' the 12th July. 
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5. Landed her cargo at Santiago de Cuba : Master's name Sanchez. 

6. From Isla del rrincipe: Master's name Olinda: sailed from this port^th 
June, 1838. 

7. Sailed from tins port 17th March, 1838, the property of M, Forjade. (See 
further the Despatch, of 1839, dated 26th January.) 



Second Enclosure in No. 46. 



List of Vessels despatched fr(ym the Part of Havana in the month of January ^ 
1839, suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

23rd January, American schooner " Rebecca^'* to Gallinas. 
26th , , , , brig " Orieniaty^ to Lagos. 

28th , , Portuguese , , ** Foriuna^" to Lagos. 



No. 47. 
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty s Commissioners. 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, April VHth, 1839. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you a copy of a Despatch which I have recdved 
from Her Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone ; and, in compliance with the 
suggestion therein contained, I have to request that you will add to the list of 
vessels which leave the port of Havana, destined for Africa, the names of their 
commanders, whenever the information which you can obtain shall enable you so 
to do. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) . PALMERSTON, 
Her Majesty* s Commissioners y 

Sfc. ^c. 8fc. ^ ^ ' ^ 






Enclosure in No. 47, 
Sierra Leone Commissioners, Spain^ December 5, 1838. 
m ^^ (SeeN'o. 11. p. 25.) 

No. 48. 
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, April 16/A, 1839. 

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 10th of January, 1839, containing 
copies of a correspondence which had taken place between yourselves and Mr. 
Trist, the United States Consul at the Havana, on the occasion of your having com- 
municated to that gentleman information respecting the vessel, the ** Venus,* which 
had sailed from the Havana for Africa, under the flag of the Union, with several 
American citizens on board, imd had returned within four months, with a cargo of 
860 slaves, from Africa. 

With reference to that part of Mr. Trist's letter to you, which relates to British 
fabricks made expressly for Africa, and to shackles of British manufacture intended 
for Slave Trade, exported from England, and imported into Cuba, I have to desir^ 
that you will state to Mr. Trist that, if he can at any time furnish Her Majesty's 
Government, through you, with any information which may, directly or indirectly^ 
enable Her Majesty's Government to enforce. the penalties of the law agadnst 
British subjects who may be concerned in Slave Trade, Her Majesty's Governmeot 
will feel most sincerely obliged to him. 

You will observe to Mr. Trist, that the two Governments having, by the lOtU 



Digitized by 



Google 



HAVANA/ 121 

Article of the Treaty of Ghent, mutually engaged to each other that they would 
" use their utmost endeavours to promote the entire abolition of the Slave Trade,'* 
it seems to be perfectly consistent with the respect, which the Agents of each 
country must feel for the other country, that they should not only themselves act in 
strict accordance with the spirit of the engagement which their own Government 
has contracted, but that they should furnisn to the Agents of the other Govern- 
ment any information, which may be calculated to enable that other Government 
more ejSectually to accomplish the common purpose. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners ^ 
8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



. No. 49. 
Her Mt^sty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 6.) 

My Lord, Havana, March 20tk, 1839. 

We have the honour to enclose the lists we have received, of the arrivals 
here, and departures from this port during the last month, of vessels suspected of 
being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

From these, your Lordship will regret to perceive, that the trade continues to as 
lamentable an 'extent as ever, and for the reasons we have from time to time given, 
we fear that there is eVery appearance of its being still further extended. It should, 
however, be remarked that the months of November, December, January, and 
February, have always been the chief months for the arrivals of slave vessels, and 
at the present time, they have come with comparative impunity, on account of there 
being so few British cruizers on the coast. We trust that, at the next season, there 
will not exist a similar necessity for the withdrawal of those cruizers, and would 
suggest that one or two mi^ht, during those months, be stationed permanently on 
this side of the Island, with orders to leave some of their larger boats and sufficient 
men at the favourite landing-places (which might be then pointed out) to wait the 
arrival of the slavers. 

With regard to suggestions we have heard made for a squadron of not less than 
ten vessels to be appointed to cruize off this Island, we think that if so large a force 
could be spared during the months before me^ioned, they might be so employed with 
success. But if so many vessels could not then be spared^ we think that the fol- 
lowing points would be advisable to be watcjied, bearing in mind the stationing 
of a large boat, with,^ perhaps, a long gun, and sufficiency of slvvH^, u Ass the 
vicinity of the vessel to which they may belong shall render that unnecessary. 

On the South Side of the Island. 

1. One to cruize off Cape Cruz, bearing towards St. Jago de Cuba ; near which 
port the boat might be kept. 

^. One off the Isle of Pines, looking towards Trinidad de Cuba, and the new and 
very flourishing PortW Sagua. 

3. One off Cape Antonio. 

(M the North Side. 

1. One off Cape Maize, from Cumberland Harbour to the Islands of Tortuga 
and Inagua. 

2. To have two vessels stationed off Havana, one <Slt each side, or, if a steam 
vessel could be spared, with a couple of armed launches in communication. 

From Cape Maize, northward, there are so many keys or inlets^ and the navi* 
gation is altogether so intricate, that the chance of success appears altogether acci- 
dental, and we think it therefore would be better to watch the points of approxima- 
tion, from whatever direction the vessels may arrive. 

There is an opinion here now arising, that the British Government is becoming 

isomewhat apathetic on the subject of the trade, and if this be encouraged by no 

more decisive steps being taken till the next season, and an increased and combmed 

series of operations be tnen carried into effect, the trade might perhaps receive a 

Class A. — Further Series. K 
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shock fioom which it would take years to recoiver. We fsaar, hemwee^ that w Imm 
as 8uu:h a demand exists for negro daves in the Island, and «ich « deAermined ana 
interested partiality in ite iavew on the part of the local OovenmMit, no leffiorte 
&om abroad can do more tkjm ruin one portion of ijie specolatocs md emMi 
another^ as in the manner fd a k^eiy, uoless th^ British Ooremmeat be ]siepared 
to enforce a sort of blockade, which* for otlier reasons* might fce'&r fnan deskmUe. 

Of the proceedings of die slave dealers during the present montii* wt havie ooiy 
further to inform your Lordship, that the ^ed^brated slave ship, the ^Soeom,^* uivder 
her present name of " MuHq Segunda,^' and the Portuguese flag, arrived here from 
Mozambique on liie 11th instant. S^e took oq board, it is saidi 8^ unfortunate 
beings, of whom only 570 were landed here, the other 250 having perished miseiv 
ably on the voyage, reducing, say the speculators, their profits to ojwy 25 per cent 

Feeling unable to express our sense of the continuance of such murderous enor- 
mities,, we can but point them out to your Lordship, in the conviction that some 
steps such as we have suggested, will he taken in the proper time to sweep these 
seas of such traffickers, and punish the dealers by the ruin it would occasion them. 

We have, &c. . 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 
The Bight Hon. Viscmnt Palmer^ton, G. C. B. 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



First Enclosure in No. 49. 



LUt of VesseU arrived in Havana in the month of February 1839, mfier 
havings it u said, landed Slaves on the adjacent Coast 

2nd February, Portuguese brig ^ Feliddad^^ after landing, it is said, 447 Slaves. 

8rd ^ „ „ **Matilde'' „ „ 296 „ 

14th „ Oriental ., '* PrifmogenU&* ♦, „ 467 „ 

21st ^ Portaguese schooner '* Lahandeira** „ „ 229 „ 

25th „ „ „ "£^a" ., « 116 ^ 



In all 1555 
Commissioners' Bemarks. 



N.B. — Besides these vessels, on the same day with the " FelicidacT arrived the 
Portuguese brig " URsses/^ from Ayudah, Master^s name, — Fernandez* 

And on the 20th, arrived from Onin, the Portuguese schooner " Ligera^ 
Master's name, — ^Souza. 

The OrientaJ (or Monte Videan) brig ** Primogenito^ was erroneously charac- 
terized in our Despatch, of the 20th Februaiy, at Buenos Ayrean. 



Second Enclosure in No 49. 



List of Vessels despatched from the Port of Havana in the m^mlk of February, 
1839, mi^ected<f being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

8lh February, American schooner " Wm, Bayard*^ for Cabo Verde. 

19th „ Spanish „ " Nra Sra del Rosario „ 

„ „ Portuguese „ '* Montana'* „ San Pablo de Loanda. 

„ „ American brigf " Aforris Coofer** „ Lagos. 

,* „ schooner . " Perry Spencer'* „ Gallinas. 



>» 



» 



No. 50. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — {Beceived May 23.) 

My Lord, Havana^ April 15, 1839. 

During the last month, the foHowing vessels were despatched from tfais 
harbour for the coast of Africa, suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade : 

March 6, Asierican brig, ** Wyomhig,*' lor Pitavasa. 

„ „ Do. schooner, *' Octavia,'* ,, Coala de Oio. 

„ 12, Portuguese „ "Josefina,'' „ Sau T«roa« 

1, 51, „ „ •* Constitucion,** „ Do. 

^ „ American „ *• Joseph Wilding," „ CapedeVerds. 
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Of arrivals of glave vessels during the month, we have received the following 
list: 

March 3, Portuguese schoonery ^^ Constitucion/* alter lauding, it is said, 213 slaves. 
„ 7, „ * „ "Josefina," „ „ 285 „ 

' „ 11, „ ship, •* Maria 2d,*' (otherwise •• Socorro,'') 558 „ 

„ 28, „ brig, *' liberal," 257 „ . 

But, besides these, arrived, — 

March 22. The Portuguese schooner, " Libertctd, " otherwbe the ** f^ictoria,'' 
having previously landed a cargo of slaves, at, or near, Matanzas ; and on the 16th 
of March, arrived the Spanish schooner, "f^olante,** from Sierra Leone, bringing 
a number of passengers, the crews of vessels that had been condemned there by 
the Mixed Courts of Justice* 

On the 24th February, arrived another set of passengers, 40 in number, of the 
same character we believe, in the Spanish brig, " Temeraria,'' from' Sierra 
Leone. 

Both these vessels were, no doubt, on the coast, on slave trading speculations, 
and were chartered to bring home those persons ; but their previous names or his- 
tory we Iwtve not been able to trace. Coming on a lawful voyage, they would, of 
course, assume their proper character of Spanish vessels, to be exempted from 
the additional port chaxges,, rather than that of Portuguese. * 

We have, &c., 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 

CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE. 
TheBigfUHm. Fhcount Falmerstany G.C.B., 

CfC. CfC» c(c» 



No. 51. 

» 

Viscount Palmeritan to Her Mc^eHy^s Commssioners. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Qjfice, May 28, 1839. 

I herewith transmit to you for your information and guidance, a copy of 
a Despatch from Her Majesty's Consul at Lisbon, enclosinff the trandation of an 
Instruction, which has been addressed by tbfr Fbrtaguese €k>vemment to the Di- 
rectors of the several custom-houses of the Kingdom, warmng them against some 
foreign vessels suspected ftf being abcmt ta afiSttme thft Portuguese flag, for the 
purpofine of engaging in the Slave Ttade. 

I am, &€• 

(Sigpcd) PALMEESTON. 

ECer Majesty^ Si Commissioners, 

Sfc. Sfc^ Sfo. 



Endosiiie in No^ 5L 

Mr. Smith to Viscount Paimerston, Lisbon^ April 22. 

(See Class B,No. 65, page HI.) 
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No. 52. 
Viscount Pidfnerston to Her Majesty*^ Commissioners. 

Foreign Office, February 5th, 1839. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro were furnished with 
copies of the correspondence, herewith given, between the Foreign Office and the 
Colonial Department, on the subject of negroes, liberated under sentence of the 
Mixed British and Brazilian C<mini]ssi<m, ertablished at Rio de Janeiro ; and the 
desire of Viscount Falmerston was expressed to Her Majesty's Commissionersit 
that they would, inquire into the truth of the statement made in the Enclosures 
to the Letter from the Colonial Department, and that they would report to Lord 
Falmerston the result of their inquiry. 



First Enclosure in*No. 52. 

Mr. Stephen to Mr. Backhouse. 

SiH, Dofcning'Street, \^th January, \93Q. 

I AM directed by Lord Gleoelg to transmit to you herewith, and to request 
that you will bring under the notice of Viscount Falmerston, a copy of a note whidi 
has been re<^ived from Mr. Gladstone, containing an extract of a Isommunicatkm 
from a correspondent at Rio Janeiro, from which it would appear that a practiee 
exists of apprenticing, in the Brazils, negroes liberated from slave-vessels, and by 
fraudulent certificates of death, reducing them to a state of slavery. 

I have &c* 
(Signed) ' " JAMES STEPHEN- 
John Backhouse, Esq. 
8fc. Sfc. 8ft. 



Sub*£nclofiure A. 
Mr. Gladstone to Mr. Stephen. 

My bear Sir, Carlton Gardens, Sth January, 1839. 

I HAYS just received the enclosed from my son, at Liverpool ; and as I con- 
sider the communication from Rio Janeiro to be very important,- 1 eneloee it for 
your perusal and communication to Lord Glenelg, or whatever use you may consider 
it desirable to make of it. 

If these poor people, that are so horribly and unjustly treated, were sent to Bri* 
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tish Guiana, haw differently they would fare there, whilst an important benefit 
would be conferred on that colony, of which it stands so much in need. 

Believe me, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN GLADSTONE. 

James Stephen^ Esq. 
Sfc. ^ ^c. Sfc. 



Sub-Enclosure B. 



(Extract.) 

'' It appears, when slaye-ihips ai^ taken hy t)ie En^ish cruisers off this coast, 
tlie slaves m t^em are very often, instead of beiiig s^nt home to Africa, hired out to 
the people in this country, to serve an apprenticeship of ten years, under the pro- 
tection of the Brazilian Government ; but, before the term expires, the people to 
whom they are apprenticed generally get a false certificate of death sent in, and the 
unfortunate wretehes are never more heard of, and of course kept in a state of 
slavery all their lives. Now Mr. Ouseley thinks that, if they could be sent to the 
West Indies to serve their apprenticeship there, it woidd be a benefit conferred both 
upon the negroes themselves, (as they would be sure of their freedom if they sur- 
vived the term of apprenticeship,) and also upon the proprietors in those colonies, 
where labourers are wanted." 



Second Enclosure in No. 52. 

Mr. Strangways to Mr. Stephen. ' 

Sir, Foreign Office, Februarjf Atfh IS^^. 

' I HAVE laid before Viscount Falmerston your letter of the 19th inst, and 
its enclosures ; and I am directed by his Lordship to request that you will state to 
Lord Glenelg, in reply, that reports had already, some time back, reached Her Ma- 
jest's Government, that negroes, liberated from slave-vessels by the Mixed Court 
at Rio de Janeiro, and apprenticed in Brazil, have, by fraudulent certificates of 
death, been reduced afterwards to a state of slavery. 

Upon a reference to the correspondence, which is marked in the margin of this 
letter, — and the whole of which, with the exception of five papers herewith sent, 
will be found in the Slave Trade Correspondence of this office, annually laid beforfi 
Parliament, — ^it will be seen that Her Majesty's Government have been unceasing 
in their efforts to' procure for the unfortunate individuals in question, the entire and 
permanent liberty to which they are entitled by treaty. 

The result of these endeavours on the part of Her Majesty's Government has^ 
been, that thtf Brazilian Government have established and published stringent, 
regulations to prevent the abuses complained of Lord Falmerston desires me to^ 
add, that, from tlie laxity with which all laws against Slave Trade are executed in 
Brazil, there is too mucn reason to fear, that the abuses complained of have not 
been effectually corrected even by the regulations so published. 

Lord Pfahnerston directs me, however, to assure Lord Glenelg tliat this subject 
will continue to engage Lord Falmerston 's earnest attention. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. FOX STRANGWAYS. 

James Stephen, Esquire, 

Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 
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Rio ComniHttioneri to Mr. Canning - - - 


November 20, 


1826 


A. 


123. 165. 




Mr.B«Dklio«H to Rio Ooniuasionen 


Pebmary 27, 


tS30 


(Printed 


u ThM Sn«Io«ure.) 


Hr.Hajiwtolfr.BacUianit- « .- • 


Man^4, 


1680 
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Two Rttdosures. 












Mr. Canningham to Mr. Backhouse 


May 19, 


1830 


i n 


Rfth 


.) 


Mr.'Cu^niBghamt^iir.Baokhouse • 


Separate (nodaie.)) 
Rec.Julyl7, 1830/ 
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Mr. Fennel to Vifcount Palmeritoa - 
Mr. Atton to Viicount Palmerston « 

to Mr. Aston 
Mr. Aston to Viseonnt Palmerstion - 
Rio Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston 
liord Mahon to Rio Commissioners 
Duke of Wellington to Mr. Fox 
Rio Commissioners to Dake of Wellington 
Rio Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston 
Rio Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston 
Rio Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston 
Rio ComiMssi»per»ta»Vaaao uDt PaUwrstttii 
Bio Comnussiontrt to Y iseouat Palmerston 
Viaoounl Palm«nlon ta Bio OHumitsioDex* 



Rio Commissioners to Viseoont Palmerston • July 14, 



Dattt 
Fcbruarj 12,. 


1831 


GkM No. 
' B« 8^ 


•rg' 


March 5, 


1831 


B. 61. 


95. 


November 1, 


1831 


B. 80. 


108. 


May 19 


1832 


B. 45. 


32. - 


December 10, 


1834 


A. 1815. 14f. 


929. 


January 17, 


1835 


A. 149; 


22». 


March 4, 


1835 


B. 69. 


63. 


March 18, 


1835 


A. 168. 


254. 


Julys, 


1835 


A. 184. 


282. 


July 27, 


1835 


A. 187. 


285. 


September 16, 


1835 


A. 195. 


202. 


jMIIIITy'6, 


1^36 


A. 20^ 


312. 


September 30, 


1836 


A. mL 


24«k 


AprU IS, 


1838 


First SoriM of Papen ol IMX 
A. 66. 8flL 



1838 Now printed in Papers of 186a. 
A. 1:15. 169. 



Third Ehcloeure iiL No. 52. 



Copy. — Mr. Backhouse to Mr. Hayne^ et mutatis mutaadis to Mr. Cunningkam. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ February 27th, 1830. 

Lord Aberdeen directs me to send to you the accompanying extract of a 
letter which has been communicated to his Lordship from Rio de Janeiro ; and to 
desire, with reference to the Despatch from yoursell* and Mr. Cunningham, of the 
20th November, 1826, that you will renort to me, for his Lordship's information, 
what steps you bare taken, wr what inrormation you have obtained from the Go- 
Temment <^ Brazil, since the date of that communieationy uponi the soljgect of the 
treatment of slaves emancipated under decrees of liie British and RnwaliMi Coiirt of 
Hixed Commission at Rio de Janeiro. 

I am, &«. 
. (Signed) Jv BACKHOUSE. 



Sub-Enclosure. 

Extract of a Letter, dated Rio de Janeiro, Dtcemher \7th, 1839. 

Is it known to the British Government that the two prizes with slaves, cap* 
tared off the Coast of Africa, by the British man-of-war •* Morgiana,"" and another 
sloop, some year^ back, and brought in here for condemnation, and given up to 
the Commission Court ; that the negroes are still slaves, and in all probability will 
remain so ; that every person vrbo took them as apprentices, paid so much to the 
Commissioners, but much under their real value ; tnat many of these unfortunate 
men are taken to the mines, and other parts, and of course remain as slaves> for no 
one knows how or where to reclaim them ? — I was in the " Morgiana" at the cap- 
ture of one of them, aqd I daily see the men as slaves Working in the streets ; and 
two days ago one was offered for sale, who appealed to me^ and said he was not a 
slave. The Commissioners have a certain salary. Why do they not bok after 
this? 



Fourth Enciosum m No. 52. 
Afr. Hayne to Mr. Backhouse. 



SfiB, Stamhouse, Plymouth, March 4ik, 1830. 

I HAD the honour to receive your letter of the 27th February, last nightp 
together with its enclosure, (Extract of a Letter trom lUo de Janeiro, dated 17th 
December, 1829,) desiring me: to t^^^ort to you, for Lord Aberdeen's inframa* 
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tioD» with jreference to the ioint Desipatch of Mr. Cuaaingiiam and fnyself of IIm 
20th November^ 1826,. what steps we bad taken, «r wJ^t information we iwd 
obtained from the Government of Braoil, fiiaoe the -date of <mr above^-naxned De* 
mat(^, relative to the treatment of the ala^^vs emaocHpated hj the infixed Omaaiis- 
sion at Bio. 

In r^ly^ I beg to in£bnn you, •Sir, that very soon after our joint letter on tlm 
subject m question had beea delivered to Mr, Gordon, and transmitted to the 
Foreign Office, I was constrained, from severe Ulness, to rebini to this 'country. 
I have reason to believe, however, that Mr. Gwdon was unaUe to obtam from the 
Brazilian Government any revision oC or alteration in, the Alvaita wMch regdLates 
the system by which the emancipated siaves «re governed, m ewak any puUie 
inquiry into the abuses which were said to exist vitder those re^nlftioiis. 

Having ourselves been more than once reproved for finding fault with the manner 
in which the Treaty in some of its bi*anches was fulfilled by the Government of 
Brazil, in which our Brazilian colleagues participated, and having beoi given to 
understand that we thereby arrogated to ourselves a diplomatic character, and Aat 
our business was confined to the adjudication of vessels for an infraction of the 
Treaty, we therefore did not think it advisable, without further instructions, to 
interfere more in the business in question, conceiving that, if any thing could be 
effectually done in it, that it could not be in better hands than those of our present 
Minister. 

Having replied to the queries contained in your letter, it may perhaps be ex 
pected, Su!, that I should add «onie comments upon its enclosure, having come so 
recently from the spot, and haviag the honour oc holding one of die commissions 
therein alluded to. 

That there have been abuses of the original intention, there is no doubt ; and 
that some exist to this day, cannot, I fear, be denied : but my experience will not 
idlow me to admit that it goes to the extent ccmtaiiied in the extract before me, the 
writer of which has evidently taken up the vague report of the city, without having 
been at tlie pains, to inform himself how fiir it was founded in fact. 

That one of the emancipated slaves should liave been offisred fin* sale in his pre- 
sence, at this lime of day, when they can all speak the language, and know per- 
fectly well that they are free, though they have a certain period to serve, is, I own, 
{massing strange, ^nd juidi as I never yet heard of; and I thmk it is mnch to be 
amented that the Knglishman who witnessed it, <^ not inake an example of such 
an atrocious attempt. 

In order to show how vague, though I fear not unfounded, the report; in question 
is, it will be necessary to point out a few errors into which the writer has Mien. 

He speaks of two cargoes of slaves having been emaficipafced at Rio, whereas 
there never was more than one. 

He assumes that they all are still slaves, and that they will probably i^eniain so. 

Some, unhaj^y, may have been re-doenaed to i^<v6ry ; but where is the proof 
of it ? Many of them are no more slaves now, than they were the day they 
received tlieir emancipation ; aad wh^e they hMve fallen into good hands,*— and 
some there are, to my knowledge, in very respectable ones,-— are no more slaves 
than apprentices in any country who gain their livelihood by manual kbour, and I 
trust wul be forthcomii^ to receive th^r fituil liberty in October, 1835. 

He erroneously supposes that the Commissioners received the fees for the appren- 
tices, and that the whole ariangement and care of the negmes, from the emanci- 
pation, devolved upon them, whereas it was unfortunately just the contrary, — from 
that day they were taken out of their hands. 

He says he daily sees them working in the streets ; — it would be strange if he 
did not, wh<en fifty of them were apprenticed to the Police, and were employed in 
paving, and liffhting, and clekning the streets. Some others, too, to my know- 
ledge, are working m the streets on their own account, having been given up by 
their masters, and if not abandoned characters, are, it appears, allowed to gain an 
honest livelihood as free men. Some of them have, for disorderly conduct, and 
crimes, been made to work in chams with other crkninals. 

With regard to the writer's closing query. Why the Commissioners did not look 
after this ? 

I can assure him, I have often lamented that the power was not in the first in« 
stance placed in our hands to lend our feeble aid to prevent the abuse which, I was 
ever a;pppehen8ive, wouM arise, and which, to a certahi extent, 1 don't deny does 
exist, and always must continue, as long as hnpropef persons have tlie superintend- 
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ence ; but, judging from the supineness of these persons at the present time, in 
ocdlecting their annual fees, and in looking up those that may be at large, I con- 
elude that their day of abuse and harvest must be in great measure gone by. 

I believe I stated in a4^tter to the Foreign OiBce, soon after these very slaves 
were emancipated, that I had, jointly with my Portuguese coUea^e, volunteered 
to the existing local authorities, gratuitously to take upon ourselves the manage- 
ment of their distribution and superintendence, which was refused, and the strict 
letter of the Alvara served as their ^uide. 

Should this explanation not sufficiently answer Lord Aberdeen's purpose, or 
should you. Sir, tmnk it derirable to call my notice to any other points of this 
much-to-be-lamented case, it will be my duty, as well as my earnest desire, to give 
to them my prompt and best attention. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 

/. Backhouse, Esq., 

Sfc. 8fe. Sfc. 



Fifth Enclosure in No. 62. 
Mr. Cunningham to Mr. Backhouse. 

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, May 19/A, 1830. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated February 
27th, 1830, enclosing copy of an extract of a letter which had been communicated 
to Lord Aberdeen, from Kio de Janeiro ; and desiring me, with reference to the 
Despatch from Mr. Hayne and myself, of the 20th November, 1826, to report to you, 
for his Lordship's information, what steps I had taken, or what information I had 
obtained from the Government of Brazil, since the date of the communication, upon 
the subject of the treatment of slaves emancipated under the Decrees of the British 
and Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission at Rio de Janeiro. 

In compliance with Lord Aberdeen's commands, I lost no time after the receipt 
of your letter, in applying, by letter, dated 7th May, copy of which I have now 
the honour to enclose, to Mr. Aston, His Majesty's Char^6 d' Affaires at this 
Court, and requested of him to inform me whether the Brazihan Government had 
ever taken any measures, in ftirtherance of the intentions signified to Mr. Gordon 
in the Marquis of Inhambufe's note of November 6, 1836 ;' and, if not, I trusted he 
would have the goodness to urge His Imperial Majesty's Government to make such 
inquiries as might lead to a reftitation of the circumstances stated to have taken place 
in the extract of the letter communicated to Lord Aberdeen ; and also to a due 
performance of the engagements entered into for the present welfare and future 
maintenance of such emancipated blacks as are remaining in limited servitude ; 
many having freed themselves by running away, and working for their livelihood, 
thereby forfeiting their claims to such sums as should have been collected and pidd 
them, at the end of fourteen years. 

I have now the honour to enclose you a copy of Mr. Aston*8 reply, in which he 
informs me that it does not appear that any definitive answer has been received 
from this Government, and that he will therefore not fail to bring the subject again 
before the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and duly communicate to me the 
result, which, when received, I will lose no time in transmitting to you. Sir, for 
Lord Aberdeen's information. 

I have &LC 
(Signed) ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM. 

J. Backhouse, Esq., 

8fc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Sub-Enclosure A. 

Mr. Cunningham to Mr. Aston. 

Sib, Rio de Janeiro, May Ifth, 1830. 

Lord Aberdeen having directed Mr. Backhouse, the Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, on the 27th of February, 1830, to s^id me the^extraet 
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of a letter which had been commimieated to his Lordship from Rio de Janeiro, 
dated 17th of December, 1829, copy of which I have now the honour to enclose 
you, and being further directed, with reference to the Dispatch from Mr. Hayne 
and myself, of the 20th of November, 1826, enclosing j^copy of our letter dated 
31st October, 1826, to the Right Hon. Robert Gordon^ His Majesty's Envoy at 
this Court, to report, for Lord Aberdeen's information, what steps had been taken, 
or what information had been obtained from the Government of Brazil, since the 
date of our communication, upon the subject of the treatment of slaves emancipated 
under the Decrees of the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission at Rio de 
Janeiro ; I have therefore the honour to request of you to inform me whether the 
Brazilian Government has ever instituted any measures in furtherance of the inten- 
tion signified to Mr. Gordon, in the Marquis Inhambufe's note of November 6th, 
1826, in order to give eflPect to the law, according to its true spirit, in the manner in 
which Mr. Gordon expressed himself on the 6th of November, 1826 ; and if not, I 
trust. Sir, you will have the goodness to urge His Majesty's Government to make 
such inquiries as may lead to a refutation of the circumstances stated to have taken 
place, in the extract of the letter communicated to Lord Aberdeen, and to a due 
performance of the engagements entered into for the present welfare and future 
maintenance of such emancipated blacks as are remaining in limited servitude^ 
many having died, and a great number having freed themselves by running away, 
working for their own livelihood, and thereby forfeiting their claims to such sums 
as shomd have been collected and paid to them at the end of fourteen years. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM. 

A. Aston, Esq.y 
His Britannic Majesty's Chargi d* Affaires, 
Rio de Janeiro. 



Sub-Enclosure B. 
Mr. Aston to Mr. Cunningham. 

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, May Mth, 1830. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th 
instant, requesting to be informed whether any measures have been taken by the 
Imperial Government in furtherance of the representation addressed by His Ma- 
jesty's Minister at this Court to his Excellency the Marquis of Inhambufe, 
November 6th, 1826, respecting the abuses existing in the execution of the laws 
relating to slaves emancipated by virtue of the Convention of 28th July, 1817. 

It does not appear that any definitive answer has been received from this Govern- 
ment, and I shall therefore not fail to bring the subject again before the Brazilian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and shall duly communicate to you the result. 

I have, &c. 

Mr. Cunningham, (Signed) ARTHUR ASTON. 

ifc. Sfc. &c. 



Sixth Enclosure in No. 52. 
No date.— (Received July 27th, 1830.) 



Mr. Cunningham takes the liberty of handing the follovring observations, on the 
extract of the letter communicated from Rio de Janeiro to Lord Aberdeen, to Mr. 
Backhouse. 

In the first place, the brig " Emilia " was the only vessel brought into Rio de 
Janeiro for adjudication, under the Treaties between Great Britam and Portugal 
for the prevention of illicit traffic in slaves, and not any have been detained and sent 
in subsequent to the Treaty entered into between Great Britain and the Brazils, 
dated 23rd of November, 1826, therefore it is not true that two vessels were sent 
in for trial to the Mixed Commission established at Rio de Janeiro. 

Class A.— Further Series. S 
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2ndly. The negroes emancipated by the Mixed Commiision, brougbt in the 
Prize " Emiia^** were given over, as stipulated, to those authorities appointed by the 
Portuguese Government, and let out a<H^ording to their age and abiUties» by public 
auction, at from 9 to 34 miLrees per annum, for 14 years, which price was consi- 
dered at the time and the rate of exchange to be a very fair one* 

3rdly. If any of the emancipated blacks are cone to the mines, they were either 
taken up by those who had hired them, and ought to be called upon to give an ac- 
count of their present state, or they ran away, and have thereby f^ed them- 
selves, and consequently forfeited their claim to all accumulation of annual hire. 

4thly. If tl^ person who stated that he was on board the ^^ Georgiwia " at the 
time of the Emilia's captm'e, did see any of the negroes taken in he^c working in 
the streets, it was on their own account ; and of course they may be sidd to have 
liberated themselves, while those who have hired them did not choose to be at the 
trouble and expense of recovering them, if they were bad subjects ; and several of 
the women have done so by marrying free men, and their emancipati<m has be^i 
granted. 

Lastly. No credit can be given to the assertion that the writer of the communi- 
cation saw some of the emancipated negroes offered for sale ; for it cannot be 
believed he could remember or identify any individuals out of 369 blacks, resem* 
bling each other very much> who were landed from the " EmiUa,'' and who bear & 
strong resemblance to hundreds of their M inas countrymen previously brought inta 
this province. 

It is true that the Commissioners have a certain salary, and their correspondence 
with Her Majesty's Ministers, Sir Charles Stuart and the Right Hon. Robert Gor- 
don, copies 01 which have been transmitted to the Foreign OflSice, prove that they did 
look after and interest themselves in the welfare of those liberated under their 
adjudication. 

I have also to observe that about 50 of the blacks in question were from the 
first hired by the police, and have no doubt been employed, in various ways, 
about the city ; and several of them have been sentenced to work in chains, as a 
punishment for the crimes they committed. 

No. 53. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — 
(Received February 6, 1839.) 

Mt Lord, Rio de Janeiro^ December 12/A, 1838. 

We have the honour to inform your Lordship, that Lieutenant Heseltine^ 
of Her Majesty's sloop " Electra," arrived in this port on the 8th instant, in 
charge of a brigantine called the ** Diligente,'* detained by Commander Preston, 
under Portuguese colours, on the 1st mstant, in lat. 16** 38^ South, and long. 
29** 54' West, and having on board 302 slaves. 

A Copy of the Commander's Declaration, which, with the Papers belonging to 
the brigantine, lieutenant Heseltine has this day brought into Court, we have the 
honour to enclose herewith. 

TT e have Slc» 
(Signed)* GEORGE JACKSON. 
FREDERICK GRIGG. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Pahnerston, G.C.B. 
8fc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in Now 53« 
Captor's Declaration. 

I, William Preston, C<nnmander of Her Britannic Majesty's sfcop " Electra," 
hereby declare, that on this 1st day of December, 1838, being in South latitude 
16^ 38^, and West longitude 29** 54', I detained the schooner named the "IW*- 
gcHte^' sailing under Montevidean colours when first seen, and under Pcutuguese 
when captured, armed with three guns, commanded by Emigdid Ribeiro da pilva. 
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who declared her to he hound from Benguela to Rio Janeiro, Montevideo, and 
Mozamhique^ with a crew consisting of 14 men, Joaquim Pedro de Freitas, 
supercargo, and having on hoard 302 slaves/ said to have been taken on board 
at Benguela about the 30th day of October, 1838, and are enumerated as follows ; 

viz. 

Healthy. Sickly. 

Men 171 1 

Women 4 

Boys 60 . 9 

OiriB 33 . 84 

Total 302 

I do further declare, that the said schooner appears to be seaworthy, and was 
supplied with a sufficient stock of water and provisions for the support of the said 
negroes and crew on their destined voyage to Rio de Janeiro. 

(feigned) WILLIAM PRESTON, Commander. 

Witness,— A. SANDERSON, Surgeon. 

E. WILLIAMSON, Purser. 



No. 54. 
VUcount Palmerston to Her Mcgesty's Commssioners. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office^ February 20<A, 1839. 

With reference to that part of your Despatch of the I4th of July, 1838, 
in which you state that British merchants are concerned, and British capital is 
employed, in Brazil, in Slave Trade ; I have to desu-e, that you will collect and 
transmit to me all the information you can obtain, with a view to facilitate 
the ictentification and prosecution of such persons as may be concerned in ^ese 
transactions. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Her Majesty s Commissioners, 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 55. 
Vtscount Palmerston to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office^ March 13, 1839. 

I REFERRED to the proper Law Adviser of the Crown your several 
Despatches on the question, whether the proceeding, called an Embargo, should 
be allowed to take place with regard to sentences passed by the Mixed Court of 
Commission at Rio de Janeiro ; and. in accordance with the view taken of this 
question by Her Majesty's Law Adviser, I have now to acquaint you, that Her 
Majesty's Government see no reason to depart from the opinion which they have 
already expressed upon this point : it will, therefore, be your duty to adhere to llie 
instructions which were given to you by me, under date of the 26th of March, 1836, 
and you will consequentty not allow the practice of Embargoes to continue in the 
Mixed Court of Commission of which you are members ; but you will insist that 
a sentence once given by the Court shall, as the Treaty directs, be final and 
without appeal. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Her Majesty'* Commissioners, 
* 8fc, Sfc. Sfc. 
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No. 56. 
Her MajeMtff's Cammissioner$ to Viscaunt Palmerston. — (Received March 21.) 

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro^ January Sth^ 1839. 

In pilrsuance of the 75th Clause of the Act passed in the 5th year of the 
reign of his late Majesty George IV., entitled, '' An Act to amend and consolidate 
the Liws relating to the Abolition of the Slave Trade," we have the honour to 
report to your Lordship that two vessels, said to be Portuguese, viz., the '' DiK^ 
gente " and the " Feliz!' the former detained by Her Majesty's sloop " Electra," 
3ie latter by Her Majesty's brig-of-war ** Wizard, have been brought into this 
port, between the 5th of July, 1838, and the present date, for adjudication by die 
Mixed British and Brazilian Court of Comnussion, established m this city ; the 
proceedings in which cases are still before the Court. 

We have, &c 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 

FREDERICK GRIGG. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 

Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 57. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received March 21.) 

My Lord, Bio de Janeiro, 7th January 1839. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship^s De- 
spatch* of the 6th October last, enclosing a certified extract from the log kept by 
Lieutenant Graham E. Hammond, of Her Majesty's sloop ** Rover," while in 
charge of the ^ Fhr de Loanda,'' containing information as to the number of deaths, 
which took place among the negroes on board that vessel, up to the date of the 
** Rover's " departure from Rio de Janeiro. 

We did not fail to lay the extract in question before our colleagues, and it has 
been appended to the proceedings, in the case of the ^ Fhr de lAMnda,'' for any 
further reference which may be requisite. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON^ 



The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G. C.B. 

SfC. ^c. S§€. 



FREDERICK GRIGG. 



No. 58. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston (Received March 2\st.) 

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, January \bth, 1839. 

Referring your Lordship to our Despatch of the 12th December of last 
year, reporting the detention, by Her Majesty's sloop "^Electra," of a brigantine 
called the " Diligente,'* we have the honour to enclose herewith, in original and 
translation, the sentence of the Court, delivered on the 10th instant, condemning 
that vessel and emancipating the slaves. 

Our report of the case also accompanies this, by which it will be satisfactory to 
your Lordship to observe that the Brazilian Commissary Judge joined Her Ma« 
jesty's Judge, without any difficulty, in this sentence. 

A long ar^ment was presented to the Court in support of the claim, on behalf 
of this vessel for restitution, on the ground . of her being exclusively Portuguese 
property, which it may eventually become proper to lay before your Lordship ; at 
present it does not appear to be necessary, nor to add anything in this Despatch to 
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what is already submitted, except that this vessel is the first we have found with a 
certificate of register on board, and that it was precisely on the declaration 
therein made, viz., that the owner was resident at Rio de Janeiro, that under your 
Lordship's instructions, arising out of the case of the '' Maria da Gloria,'' this 
vessel has been condemned. 

W^e have &c« 

(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 



The Right Han. Viscount Palmerstony G.C.B, 

Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



FREDERICK GRIGG. 



First Enclosure in No. 58. 

(Translation.) Sentence. 

The present proceedings being examined in respect to the brig called 
*' DiUgente,'' detained by Her Britannic Majesty's sloop *'Electra," William 
Preston, Commander, on the 1st of December last, in lat. 16** 38' South, and long. 
29*^ 64' West, for having 302 Africans on board, it is seen that this vessel, now 
under one denomination, now under another, now figuring as the property of one 
owner, and now of another, has been employed, for severed years past, in trading 
between the port of Rio de Janeiro and the coast of Africa, up to the month of 
August, 1837, when she appears to have been sold at Angola to Joaquim Pedro 
de Freitas, a Portuguese subject, who thereupon repaired to this city, fitted out and 
loaded the brig, ana sent her on a voyage to that port, under the direction of her 
present Master and Mate, causing her to be re^stered there as his property, in 
conformity with the maritime code of Portugal, ordered to be observed by the 
Decree of the 17th December, 1836. 

This document, which is certainly the most authentic proof of the national cha- 
racter of this brig, and that the above-mentioned Freitas is her owner, is precisely 
the document wmch declares the residence of Freitas to be in this city; a fact 
which, coupled with the finding of Africans on board, although under the specious 
pretence of their being colonists for Mozambi(}ue, the which can never deserve the 
slightest credit, affords every presumption that her destination was really that of 
bringing these wretched creatures to be thrown on some point of Brazil, for the 
inhuman and prohibited traffic in slaves ; a presumption wnich is further corrobo- 
rated by the marks found on the Africans themselves, serving, as usual, to indicate 
the persons to whom they belong. 

It is shown that this brig, havmg been despatched at Angola, in ballast, for the 
port of Mozambique, to touch at those of this city and of Montevideo, after having 
been two months at sea, without any log or other document being produced to 
account for the putting into Benguela, appeared there, receiving, in spite of the 
orders of the Portuguese Government, the Africans above mentioned, with whom 
the brig was proceeding to Brazil. Without inquiring, therefore, into the truth 
or the falsehood of the wde latterly made of this vessel, on account of the suspicion 
arising fi*om the difference of price between three contos of reis, for which she 
was sold in 1836, and the reduced price of one conto, six hundred milreis, for 
which it is said she was sold in the last instance ; and without adverting either to 
the infraction of the bond given toiake no other cargo than water as the ballast 
referred to in the several clearances, or to the many other frauds, affording, if not 
complete proof, at least every presumption that the whole of this transaction is no 
other than a complete contraband carried on, in all probability, on account of 
Brazilian subjects residing in this city, as indeed is publicly reported, the Com- 
missary Judges, on the single ground that this vessel was fitted out and laden here 
by the said Joaquim Pedro de Freitas — that his residence is here, as is positively 
declared in the ceiiificate of the register above mentioned, and as the Master 
and Mate deposed, and thus comprehended in the instructions addressed to this 
Commission, in virtue of which it is invested with the necessary authority to take 
cognizance of, and adjudge, all vessels which, in such circumstances, are employed 
in the illicit traffic in slaves — deem the detention of the brig-schooner "i^i/ig-ewfe," 
(eeing what has been stated, to be valid, and condemn it, its equipment, and what- 
ever careo may be on board, besides the Africans, as good prize to Her Britannic 
Majesty s sloop '' Electra;" and declare the Africans now in existence, in number 
246, to be emancipated and placed at the disposal of the Imperial Government : the 
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whole in virtue of the conventions of the 28tli July, 1817, and 23rd November, 
18^, of the Instructions referred to, and of the 7th Article of the RegulatioM 
annexed to the former of the said Conventions. 

(Signed) JOAO CARNEIRO DE CAMPOS. 
GEO. JACKSON. 
A true copy. 

(Signed) BRAZ MARTINS COSTA PASSOS, 

Secretary. 
A true translation. 

(Signed) JOHN BAPTISTS COSMELJLI, 

Interpreter ad hoc to the Mioced Commission. 

Rio de Janeiro^ \Oth January^ 1839. 



Second Enclosure in No. 58. 

Report of the case of the Brig-Schooner " DiKgentc.^* 

This is the first vessel that has come before the Court with the certificate 
of register enjoined by the Portuguese Decree oi the 17th December, 1896. 

In the ft^owing year, having been sold at Loanda by one subject of Portugal to 
another, Joaquim redro de Freitas, and having found her way to the coast of 
Brazil, whether direct at once to this port or to any other does not appear, she 
was fitted out and despatched by that individual, in January, 1838, with a pas8iK»t 
from the Portuguese Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, for a voyage to uie Gape 
de Verd Islands and the coast of Africa. With this passport she prqpeeded direct 
to Angola; and the above-mentioned Decree having been promulgated in that 
province on the 20th June lart, she was duly re^ster^ in conformity thereto. 

This register, bearing date 9th July, 1838, declares the ^' DiUgente " to be P<»'- 
tuguese built, and her owner, Joaquim Pedro de Freitas, to be resident at Rio d« 
Janeiro. Witii this document on lK)ard, she appears to have sailed from Loanda in 
that month, with a passport from the then Governor, Manoel Bernardo Vidal, fiv 
Mozambique, to touch at Rio de Janeiro and Montevideo. This passport dedans 
both her owner and Captain to be subjects of Her Most Faithful Mi^esty, Donna 
Maria II., but says nothing of any cargo. 

Her clearances, however, state her to be in ballast, with 18 pipes of fresh water, 
and 33 casks of salt water. 

From July to September we have no other notice of her than an incidental ad- 
mission of her Captain, that she was at Benguela in the end of August. No 1<^ 
or protest whatever appears to account for the interval ; but, on the 26th Septem* 
ber, ^e appears, by a visa of her original passport by the Gk)vemor of Benguella, 
Antonio Manoel Nogueira Campos, to be at that portion pretext of having sprung 
a leak ; and by a Ucence to pass the fortress, signed by the lieutenant-Govemor, 
F. Cangas, to have sailed again from thence on me 31st October. 

On the Ist December, she was detained, sailing under Montevidean colours, when 
first seen, and under Portuguese, when captured by Her Majesty*s sloop *^ Electra,"' 
William Preston, Commander, in lat. 16** 38' south, long. 29* 54' west, having 
on board 302 slaves. 

These slaves, it appears by a Letter of Orders, dated Benguela, 31st October, 
1838, and signed by the owner of the " Diiigente,*' Joaquim Pedro de Freitas, 
were received on board, on leaving that port, to be taken, as colonists, to Mozam- 
bique, touching at Montevidean, and at Rio de Janeiro, only in case of extreme 
necessity. 

On the 12th December, the declaration of the Captor, together with the slup's 
papers, were received, and sworn to before the Court, by lieutenant Albert Heed- 
tine, to whose charge Commander Preston had committed the prize, and the usual 
monition having issued, according to the practice of this country, the examinatioa 
of the only two white individuals on board the " DiUgente'' (the others having been 
carried on to England by Commander Preston) commenced. 

The first witness, Emigdio Ribeiro da Silva, swore, that he is a native of Lisbon, 
and subject of Her Most Faithfiil Majesty, that he is the Captain of the ''DiR- 

fente/' that he was appointed to the command in December 1837, by the Owner, 
oaquim Pedro de Freitas, then residing at Rio de Janeiro ; that the vessel sailed 
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with a passport &om the Portuguese consul^ for the Cape de Verde, and the coast 
of Africa, and that no other person than the aforesaid Joaquim Pedro de Freitas, 
had any interest either in the vessel or in the adventure ^ that he had no intention 
of landing the Africans on the coasts of [Brazil, and that the '* DiUgente " was 
bound to Mocambique with the colonists, in conformity to his letter of cnrders^ 
although he admitted that she sailed from Loanda in ballast. 

The second witness, Joa5 Raimundo Pereira, who is said in the muster-roll, to be 
born at Lisbon, swore that he is a subject of Portugal ; that he was appointed, at 
Rio de Janeiro, in January, 1838, pilot to the /' DiUgente,'' by her owner, Joa- 
quim Pedro de Freitas, then residing there ; that the " DiUgente ** was bound, in 
ballast, to Mozambique, to touch at Montevideo and Rio de Janeiro, but that, 
having put into Benguek, it was then the negroes were received on board, with- 
out his beine told for what purpose ; that he had known this vessel for two or three 
years, and that she had always sailed under the Portuguese flag. 

In the course of the examination of this witness, it further appeared that he had 
been in the naval service of Brazil ; and that, though described in the muster-roll 
< as a bachelor, he was, in fact, married to a Brazilian, and that he lived in the pro- 
vince of Rio de Janeiro, where he left his family when he embarked on board the 
**Di%wfe" for Africa. ..... 

A daim was filed by the Captain, Emigdio Ribeiro da Silva, on behalf of the 
reputed owner of the " DiligenteJ' Joaquim Pedro de Freitas, prajring for her re- 
lease, as Portuguese property, as proved by the passport, and other documents, with 
which she sailed, and denying the competency of this Court, in consequence, to 
take cognizance of her ; but the Commissary Judges, taking their stand on the 
certificate of register, which declared the owner, Joaquim Pedro de FreitaSs, to 
be a resident at Rio de Janeiro, and on the fact of his having fitted out the vessel 
in this port, condemned, on the 10th January, 1839, the " DiUgente' as Brazilian, 
under the injunctions addressed to this Commission in 1834-1§35, respecting tem- 
porary subjects, and emancipated the surviving slaves, in number, 246 ; 55 having 
diedj and 1 being missing since capture. 

(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 

FREDERICK GRIGG, 
jRio de Janeiro, lOth Januarjf^ 1839. 



No. 59. 
Her Mcgesty*s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.- --(Received March 21.) 

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, January 16<A, 1839. 

Your Lordship will observe, that, in the sentence of the Court on the 
" DiUgente,^' no mention is made of the individuals captured on board, and impli* 
cated in that transaction, they being all Portuguese, and the Commissary Judges 
not deeming themselves authoriaed, in virtue of the instructions under which this 
vessel has been condemned,-^— the first case of the kind that has occurred, — to de- 
clare them guilty of piracy ; as would have been done, had the individuals in ques- 
tion been subjects of Brazil, or of Great Britain, 

In the enclosed translation of a letter from the Brazilian Commissioner to bis 
Government, which he has communicated to us confidentially, your Lordship will 
see the view taken by the Court of this question, as well as the course adopted by 
them ; which we have communicated to Her Majesty's Charg6 d' Affaires, in case 
the subject should come under discussion between that gentleman and the Brazi- 
lian Government. 

We may observe, that the question, as put in the above letter, is rather loosely 
worked ; the point being, not what individuals should be included in the sentence, 
but whether any, other than Brazilian subjects, were liable to be so, in virtue of 
the principle established by the aforesaid instructions. 

Tne question, however, is mainly important upon principle, there being little 
doubt that any person whatever declared guilty by the Commission, would assur- 
edly be acquitted by a Brazilian Jury, whatever his country ; unless, indeed, in the 
case — we trust, not to be supposed — of an English subject, when a jury would be 
no less sure to wreak their vengeance on the victim, for the anxiety of his nation 
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and Government to suppress a trade, on the continuance of which they believe their 
existence to depend. 

It may not, perhaps, be improper here to remark — ^though we do not ourselves 
attach the importance to the circumstance which it appears to have merited from 
others — ^that a threat has been held out to Mr. Stevenson, the gentleman who, in 
former cases, has been employed on the part pf British captors, that, if he inter- 
fered, in any way, in the cases now before the Court, he would certainly be way- 
laid and murdered. The consequence has been, that the Prize-masters have done 
no more than bring their papers into Court, and that they have been left without 
any professional assistance whatever. 

(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 

FRED. GRIGG. 

P.S. On reflection, we think it incumbent upon us to add, that the want of 
assistance above alluded to, has been supplied by Her Majesty's Consul, with a 
zeal tempered only by the recollection of the contingent relation he stands in 
towards this Commission, and vnth all the activity which his other avocations 
admit of. 

(Signed) G. J. 

F.G. 
The Right Han. Vucount Palmerston, G.C.B.s 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Enclosure No. 59. 
(Translation.) The Brazilian Judge to the Brazilian Minister. 
Sib, Rio de Janeiro^ Janaary lO^A, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before your Excellency the enclosed copy of the 
sentence pronounced by the Mixed Commission in the case of the brig ^' DtUgente^ 
lately captured by Her Britannic Majesty's sloop ** Electra," for having Africans on 
board. 

The Commission having given this sentence in conformity with the Instructions 
of the 15th December, 1834, ordered to be observed by the Portaria of the 29th. 
October, 1835, but not considering the said Instructions to extend to the declaring 
also what individuals are implicated in this illicit traffic, to include them in the said 
sentence ; the Court has juaged it expedient that I should lay before the Imperial 
Government the names of such individuals, in order that the said Government may 
determine respecting them what it shall think fit; viz.: — 

Joaquim Pedro de Freitas, who calls himself a Portuguese, and owner of the 
aforesaid vessel; Emigdio Ribeiro da Silva, Master; Joze Raimundo Pereira, 
Mate ; and Manoel de Carvalho, Boatswain of the same — 

All Portuguese ; the Mate, however, being married here^ and residing in this 
province, and who, having been sent to the Marine Hospital for medical treatment, 
is known to have made his escape from thence. 

God preserve your Excellency. 

(Signed) JOAO CARNEIRO DE CAMPOS, 

firazilian Commissary Judge. 
To his Eivcelleney Antonio Peregrino Maciel Monteiro^ 
Sfe. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 60. 
Viscount Palmerston to Her- Majesty's Commissioners. 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office^ March 22nd, 1839. 

I BE o to refer you to your report, upon the several slave vessels adjudicated 
by the Mixed Court of which you are members, and to point out to you, that the 
abstract of facts and circumstances therein given is not sufficiently ample, and does 
not contain the information necessary to enable Her Majesty's Government to form 
a sure opinion upon the merits of each case respectively. 

I have to desire that you will, on all future occasions, transmit to this office a 
translation in full of the deposition made by each witness examined before the 
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Court, together with copies or translations of every paper which may, on each case, 
have been laid before the Conunissioners, and a statement of the argument which 
may have been given by each member of the Court, in illustration of his view, and 
in support of his decision. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Her Majesty* s Commissioners^ 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 61. 
Her Majesty* s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received April 8.) 

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro^ January 22nd, 1839. 

Mr. Ouseley has communicated to us an extract from the log of Her Ma- 
jesty's ship *^ Herald," from which it appears that Captain Nias, of that ship, on 
his late passage to this port, boarded a vessel under Brazilian colours, fitted out for 
the Slave Trade. 

As Her Majesty's Government has, doubtless, full knowledge of this circum- 
stance, we notice it only in consequence of the understanding which we are led to 
believe exists in the service, and which the non-detention of the vessel by Captain 
Nias would seem to accredit, that Braziliau slave-vessels cannot be captured except 
with slaves on board. 

This opinion, my Lord, we hold to be erroneous, and that the Convention of the 
23rd November, 1826, gives this Commission every requisite authority to take cog- 
nizance of and adjudge any Braziliau case of Slave TraflBc whatsoever, whether the 
vessel be detained with or without slaves on board. That this Government acqui- 
esces in this view of the question, is evident from the fact, that, in several instances^ 
vessels without slaves on board, but in which Brazilian subjects were interested, 
wholly or in part, have been captured and brought before this Commission. For 
example — 

The " Pacquete do Sul/' in 1834, captured by His Majesty's sloop " Satel- 
Ute." 

The DoM de Margo" also in 1834; the Aventura, in 1835 ; captured by Bra- 
zilian ships of war. 

The " Vincedora" in 1836, captured by His Majesty's sloop of war ** Hornet." 

Three of these were taken under Portuguese, and one, the " Dous de Marco,*' 
under Brazilian colours. Two were condemned, the '* Pacquete dc SuT* and the 
** .dventura ;" and of the remaining two, one was released, and the other restored ; 
the first, however, on the ground only of her being exclusively Portuguese — a sen- 
tence in which Her Majesty's Commissary Judge was overruled ; the second solely 
because she had been detained by a ship of war. Her Majesty's branch packet, 
unfurnished with the requisite instructions. 

The difficulty has hitherto been to prove the existenceof Brazilian interest, and 
to tear oflFthe Portuguese mask ; but this is considerably diminished by your Lord- 
ship's instructions of the 30th April last ; and, as we had the honour of stating in 
our Despatch, acknowledging those instructions, we have little doubt that the greater 
number of vessels which are daily leaving the coast for Africa would be found, on 
detention, to be liable to condemnation. The misfortune is, that we have so few 
cruizers employed in this service ; and that when a vessel is taken, from the impu- 
nity with wnicn the traffic is carried on, the case is considered and denounced as 
one of individual hardship ; a cry in which the commercial community, with scarce 
an exception, is ready to join. 

(Signed) ' GEORGE JACKSON. 
FREDERICK GRIGG. 

The Right Hofi. Viscount Palmerston. G.C.B., 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 
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No. 62. 
Her Majesty^ Commu^iwiers to Viacount Palmerston. — {Received jipril 8.) 

My Lord« Rio de Janeiro, Janumry 2iful, 1839. 

The sentence of the Court, in the case of the " Diligentey^ had no sooner 
been intimated to the parties, than the proctor, on behalf of ner master, petitioned 
to be allowed to present embargoes to that sentence. 

The Brazilian Commissaiy Judge pressed for their admission on the ground so 
often insisted on, namely, that till some fresh agreement shall be coacluded 
between the two Governments, this resource cannot, by the laws of Brazil, be 
denied. 

Her Majesty's Gjmmissary Judge could only repeat his former argiunents, and 
adhere strictly to his determination, recorded on admitting embargoes in the case 
of the " Brilhante,'' not, thence forward, to be in any way a party to their future 
admission. 

Ten days being allowed by the Decree for the presentation of embargoes^ and 
the Proctor having petitioned for leave to offer them, it became a question of scmie 
nicety to agree upon sucb a reply as should not commit, or militate against the 
opinion of either of the Commissary Judges. 

After some discussion, it was agreed to intimate to the Proctor, that a dilEsrence 
of opinion existing between the Commissary Judges respecting the admission of 
embargoes to the sentences of the Commission, he might apply to whom he 
thought proper. 

In a few days, after fruitlessly renewing the attempt to obtain the admission of 
his embargoes, the Proctor published, in the public papers, a petition to His 
Imperial Majesty to issue orders to the Commission to receive them, and yesterday 
the Brazilian Commissary Judge presented a Protest against the refusal of his 
colleague, a Copy and Translation of which we have the honour to enclose 
herewith, as also of a Counter Protest which Her Majesty's Commissary Judge 
has deemed it his duty to offer thereto. 

We have only further to assure your Lordship, that no exertion has been 
wanting, on our part, to bring this question to a satisfactory conclusion ; but we 
fear that no progress can be made in it till the receipt of instructions fi*om your 
Lordship. 

We have not failed, however, to keep Her Majesty's Charg^ d' AfliEdres fully 
informed of what has passed, and we are happy to be able to state that the 
Negroes are more healthy than we have known them to be on any former occasion^ 
particularly those captured by the " Wizard.** 

vV^e have occ 
(Signed) ' GEORGE JACKSON. 
FREDERICK GRIGG. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., 
Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



First Enclosure in No. 62. 

(Translation.) Protest. 

The ten days since the pi4>lication of the first Sentence of this Gomniasion 
respecting the brig '' DUigente,'^ in which, according to Braoilian legislation, the 
embargoes which that legislation peimits to parties should be deemed and ad- 
judged, having this day expired, and the said embargoes not having been admitted, 
on account of the reluctance evinced by the British Commissary Judge in bis 
opposition to such a resource, insisting on the execution of the first Sentence, 
without allowing the said embargoes to be offered, a pretension this which, not 
being comprehended in the existing treaties between the Governments of Brazil and 
Great ^^tain, is dependent either on a new arrangement between the two Go- 
vernments, or on an alteration of the legislation of the country, the which, according 
to the system of the Brazilian Government, cannot take e&ot widiout the inter- 
vention of the legislative body. The Brazilian Commissaiy Judge, xl(A having 
been able to induce his colleague to concur in continuing to observe the practice 
hitherto followed even by this Commission, of admitting, and decidin^such emoargoes 
and considering that not only a great addition to the expense of the maintenance 
of the Africans, and of the charge of the vessel, must necessarily result from the 
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delay in the failure of the execution of the seiitence in question, which cannot take 
effect without the formalities of the law being duly satisfied, but also a great mor- 
tality amon^ these unfortunates, particularly affected as they are with small-pox, 
finds himself under the painful necessity of protestin^,^ as he does solemnly protest, 
not only against the want of observance of the legismtion of the country by which . 
this Commission has hitherto been regulated, but for all expenses which, from this 
day forward, may be incurred on account of the above mentioned Africans, in order 
that his Cxorernment may not, by a circumstance in whidi it has no part, have to 
satsfy such expenses, nor be responsible for the lajuries and losses which may 
accrue, as well in the above mentioned brig as in its respective cargo. 

(Signed) JOAO CARNEIfiO DE CAMPOS, 

JBretzUian CemmUmry Judge. 
A true Translation, 

JOHN BAPTIST COSMELLI, 
Interpreter ad hoe to the Muted Communion. 
Rio de Janeiro^ 31^ Janvarjfy 1839. 



Second Enclosure in No. 62. 

(Translation.) Counter Protest. 

Having reflected on the Protest presented yesterday by his illustrious col- 
league with all the attention which the impot*tance of the subject and the respect 
due to the acknowled^ged intelligence and straight-forward character of its author 
demand, the British GDmmissary Judge can add but little in eonfirmation of the 
view he takes of this question to what he has already often ha^ the honour of sub- 
mitting respecting it. 

He pretends not, therefore, to re-open the argument, but simply to remind his 
worthy colleague that this Commission is a special and exceptional tribunal, and 
that not only is it^not regulated by Brazilian Legislation, but that, by the Third 
Article of the Convention of the 28th July, 1817, it is expressly stipulated that 
the legislation of Portugal (Brazil) shall be assimilated as much as possible (in 
matters tending to the suppression of the traffic in slaves) to that of G^at Britain ; 
that in conformity to this stipulation, the Commission is required, by the First 
Article of the Regulations, to decide (as far as may be practicable) within the 
space of 20 days, to be dated from that on which every detained vessel shall have 
been, brought into the port where it shall reside, an injunction which embargoes 
would render it impossible to obey, and that this principle would seem to have 
been so fully recognized by the " Despacho" given by this Court in the case of the 
" Africano Oriental,'' and signed by his worthy colleague himsdf as Brazilian 
Conmiissary Judge ; that among other reasons given for not receiving the em- 
bargoes offered in that case, it is declared that such reception would militate 
against the above recited First Article of the Regulations. 

With these observations, and the assurance that he will lose no time in bringing 
the above Protest to the knowledge of his Government, the British Commissary 
Judge passes on to the distressing but no less imperative duty of offering his 
Counter Protest to that of the Brazilian Commissary Judge, a duty whicli he 
cannot perhaps better perform than in the very words — mtUatis imitonc/itf— em- 
ployed by him. 

Convinced, therefore, that the delay and other consequences dwelt upon by him 
in his Protest respecting the brig " Diligente'' are solely to be attributed to the 
non-execution of the sentence duly pronounced on thei 10th instant, the British 
Commissary Judge hereby solemnly protests, in the name of his Govei*nment, not 
only against the non-observance of the Convention under which the Court is in* 
stituted, but for all expenses which from this day forward may be incurred on 
account of the above mentioned Africans, in order that his Govemmient may not 
by a circumstance in which it has no part have to satisfy such expenses, nor be 
responsible fov the injuries and losses which may accrue, as well in the above 
mentioned brig as in its respective cargo. 

(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
A true Translation, 

JOHN BAPTIST COSMELU, 
Interpreter ad hoc to the Mixed Commission. 

Bio JeJimeiro, 22nd Januari/y 1839. 
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No. 63. 
Her Majesty s Cammisnoners to Viscount Paimerston. — (Received April 19.) 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, January 31*f, 1839. 

The second slave vessel, mentioned in our Despatch of the 5th instant, 
viz., the brig-schooner ** Feliz,^ detained by Her Majesty's brig of war " Wizard," 
Lieutenant JBirch, Commander, on the 27th December, 1818, declaring herself 
to be Portuguese, but having no colours hoisted, when first seen, was condemned 
by this Court as Brazilian property, and her then surviving slaves, 229 in number, 
emancipated in the usual form, on the 10th instant. 

We have now the honour to enclose, in original and translation, the sentence 
of the Court, with our report of the case. 

In drawing up the former, the Commissary Judges were unanimous ; but, on the 
presentation of embargoes which the claimant ofiered, as usual, as soon as the sen- 
tence was intimated to him, the obstacle to the due execution of the sentence, 
arising out of that question, was again raised. 

Further argument, on either side, being useless, the Commissary Judges have 
limited themselves to returning the same answer to the petition, which they had 
already given in the case of the " Diligente,'' and communicating the circumstance, 
the one to Her Majesty's mission, the other to the Imperial Government. 

^^e have &c. 
(Signed GEORGE JACKSON. 

FRED. GRIGG. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmereton, G.C.B. 
8fc. • ^c. 8fc. 



First Enclosure in No. 63. 
(Translation.) Sentence. 

The present proceedings being examined, it is seen that the brig-schooner 
** Feliz,'^ formerly the Sardinian patacho ** Susanna^^ was sold in this port on 
the 10th September, 1836, to Manoel Joz6 de Carvalho, a Portuguese subject 
residing here, who gave her the name which she now bears. 

It does not appear, by the papers annexed to these proceedings, what desti- 
nation he gave her from that time to July, 1838 ; but it is shown that, in that 
mouth and year, he despatched her from this port for the Cape de Verds and the 
ports of Africa, and that, reachinff Benguella, she sailed from thence, in De- 
cember following, with a cargo of 242 Africans, who, under the title of colo- 
nists, it is pretended were shipped, by Joze Joaquim Ferreira, for Mozam- 
bique, to touch at this port of Rio de Janeiro, for which she was making when 
detained by the English brig-of-war ** Wizard," on the 27th December last, 
in latitude 23*^59' south, and longitude 43^ \W west, for having then on board 
236 of the above-mentioned Africans. 

It is well understood that the sole purport of the Portuguese flag, under 
which all vessels sail from this port, destined for the inhuman traffic in slaves, 
is to cloak the fraud with which such speculations are managed as if belonging 
to Portuguese subjects, who barely lend their names to cover the real owners, 
for the most part Brazilian subjects residing here, of which the present pro- 
ceedings afford abundant indication, not only from the different letters seized 
on board of this vessel, from individuals here established ; in one of which, 
speaking of commissions, it is even recommended to endeavour to reach, if 
possible, the point of the bar ; but also from the contradictions observable in 
the depositions, particularly in that of Joao Pedro Ferreira, who, having, 
on his first examination, asserted that, when he agreed for his passage on 
board of this brig, at Benguella, he did not know that she was to carry Afri- 
cans, under the title of colonists, and had only knowledge of tliis by seeing 
them on board, and that, having left this for the coast of Africa in the year 
1886, he remained there till the moment of his return from thence m the same, 
declared, on bem^ shown, on a second examination, the ** Jornal do Com- 
mercio,'* from which it appeared that he sailed from lience, as Captain, in this 
very vessel, in July, ld3o, being unable to deny this fact, declared, that he 
gave up the comrtiand in Benguella, on finding that ishe was to carry Africans^ 
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contradictions so palpable as to cause welUerounded suspicion, not only that 
this individual is still the real master of this vessel, although another figures 
as such in the respective documents, but that he is the principal agent in the 
whole adventure, which probably belongs to subjects of this empire, as well 
because no credit can be given to the title of colonists, with which these un- 
happy Africans are invested, being in reality destined for the barbarous slave 
trafiic, as appears as well by the marks which they bear, indicating the persons 
to whom they are addressed, by their coming in irons, and by other circum- 
stances inconsistent with the treatment which they would receive, if, by 
chance, they had been shipped as colonists, as, by the fact that the letter of 
orders from the pretended freighter and shipper of the same is nothing more 
than a fresh subtlety to cover the object of this criminal speculation. 

Seeing, then, what has been demonstrated, and without entering into a new 
and minute analysis for the purpose of discovering and bringing mlly to light 
those really interested in this adventure, and attending only to the circum- 
stance that this vessel was bought here, as is shown by the copy of the bill of 
sale annexed to these proceedings, by the Portuguese subject, Manoel Joze 
de Carvalho, then resident in this city ; that he here fitted her out, an(l sent 
her on a voyage to thepqrts of Africa, although he now pretends to prove, by. 
a *♦ justification," tliat his actual residence is in Africa, because, besides that 
a mere gratuitous *^ justification," and which is so easily obtained in such mat- 
ters, is undeserving of consideration, and cannot, of itself, destroy the prin- 
cipal title to national character with which this vessel was navigated, namely^ 
the certificate of register required by the commercial code of Portugal, and 
and which, under date of 28th November, 1838, expressly declares the said 
Carvalho to be residing in the city of Rio de Janeiro,* there moreover exists 
an additional declaration, in the letter of orders, that the object of touching at 
this port was solely to receive from the owner of the brig some person who. 
should take charge of the same at Mozambique ; a declaration, which, being a.. 
continuation of the fraud which marks this whole transaction, is no less a con-^ 
vincing proof of the residence of the aforesaid Carvalho in this city. 

The Commissary Judges, therefore, in virtue of the recent instructions ad-^ 
dressed to this Commission, adjudge lawful the detention of the brig schooner 
** FeUzy* and declare her to be a good prize to Her Britannic Majesty's brig- 
of- war ** Wizard," and condemn her, with whatever cargo may be on board, 
besides the Africans, whom, to the number of 229 surviving, they declare to 
be free and emancipated ; to be placed at the disposal of the Imperial Govern- 
ment ; the whole in virtue of the conventions of 28th July, 1817, and 23rd ' 
November, 1826, of the aforesaid instructions, and of the 7th Article of the 
regulation annexed to the former of these conventions. 

(Signed) JOAO CARNEIRO DE CAMPOS. 

GEORGE JACKSON. 
A true copy. 
(Signed) BRAZ MARTINS COSTA PASSOS, 

Secretary. 
A true translation. 

JOHN BAPTIST COSMELLI, 
Interpreter ad hoc to the Mixed Commmion. 

Rio de Janeiro^ SOth January^ 1839. 



Second Enclosure in No. 63. 



Report of the case of the brig schooner " Feliz^ cond^nned on the 30th J[an- 
uary l889. 

This is the seeond vessel condemned by this court, in virtue of the instructions 
transmitted to it in 1834-5, on the subject of temporary residence, and in conse- 
quence of information derived from the certificate of register given to her on the 
coast of Africa, in pursuance of the commercial code of Portugal. 

The " Feliz'' was sold at Rio de Janeiro, in 1836, by a Sardinian to a Portu- 

Snese subject resident there. How she was employed from that time to July, 1838, 
oes not appear ; but in that month and ydu*, she was despatched from hence, with 
a passport from the P<»luguese consul, for the Cape de Verds, and the coast of 
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Africa^ by the game individaal, Manoel Joze de Carvalho^-^aflid, in December 
foUawing, was on her return verptge from Bengqella, with a eai^ of ^6 AfrkaM 
said to be bound, as cohMUsts, for Mozambique, when she was detained on the 
27th December 18%, by Her Majes^'s brig '' Wisaid," lievtenaiit Binh eom- 
mender, in Lat. 23. 59. S. Long. 43. 18. W. 

The docmments, with whidi she was then naTi^ating, were furaisfaed by tim 
Governor ad interim, and other authorities of BengoeUa, and deelare her to be owned 
and commanded by subjects of Portugal^ and to be bound, inballast, for M^aainbiquc; 
to touch at Rio de Janeiro, manifesong only thirty pipes of water, Bod some sttme. 

On the dth January 1839, lieutenant Birch personally appeas^ and made oath, 
before the court, to his declaration ; and tibe uimal monition having issued, acc(»iling 
to the practice of this country, fire witnesses were examined. 

The first, Joz6 Joaquim da Silva, sworn, that he was a PiHimguese subjeet, and 
boatswain of the brig-schooner *^Feliz ;" tiuit he joined her at Bengudla, where he 
had recently arrived from lisbon ; that he was hired by Joa^ Joaquim Ferreira, 
(a well-known slave-dealer at Benguelk,) who freighted her from tiie owner, 
Manoel Joze de Carvallo; that his agreement 'was to sail for Mozambique wi& 
colonists, first touching at Rio de Janeiro to land passengers, and obtain a suppfy 
of water and provisions, that the shipm^it of these cokmists was permitted by i\ud 
authorities at Benguella; that they embarked vduntarily, but that s<»ne came in 
irons, and that if they bore any marks about them, such marks must have been 
made in the interior of the country ; that tiie " FeUz " was making for thfe port 
when first seen by the "Wizard," but that she attempted to escape, because tiiey had 
been told that a pirate was on the coast, and that they mistook the ** Wizard " for 
one. 

The second witness, Sebastia5 da Fonseca, swore that he was a subject of 
Portugal, native of Algarve ; that he was hired by the owner of this vessel as pilot, 
when about to sail from hence in July, 1838 ; that on his arrival at Bengu^a he 
was discharged, but rejoined her when about to return to Rio de Janeiro. His 
testimony, on the other points, was the same as that of the preceding deponent. 

The third witness, Joa6 Pedro Ferreira, who had already been before the cour^ 
as Master of the ^^ Dais de Marco/' detained in 1834, swore that he was a native 
and subject of Portugal, that he had no knowledge of the owner of the " FeUz,^ 
nor any concern in her cargo, that he came in her as passenger, bdieving she 
was to sail in ballast; and that'it was not till afterwards ^t he knew of ai^ 
Africans being shipped, which was done in open day, under the eyes of the autho- 
. rities at Benguella ; that, since 1834, he had given up the Maritime career, and 
that, in 1836, he had left tliis for Africa, were he had remained till his return in 
this vessel. 

On a second examination, proof was produced of the folsehood of this statem^it, 
and that, on the outward voyage of this vessel, he had sailed from hence, in her, as 
captain. 

This fact, which he at first attempted to deny, and other contradictions in his 
evidence, left no doubt that he was still the real captain of the ^^ Feliz,'^ although 
•another person was declared to be so in the passport. 

He alleged ignorance of the owner, Manoel Joze de Carvalho, he still persisted 
in declaring that he was appointed to the command by Antonio da Costa Ferreira, 
who then resided in Rio de Janeiro, but who repaired to Africa in this vessel. 

The fourth witness, Joad Pereira da Costa, swcnre that he was a native and 
subject of Portugal, that he knew nothing as to the ownership of the '* Feliz ; " 
that he came in her as passenger from Benguella, where he agreed for his passage 
with Ferreira, who freighted the vessel ; that he came to Brazil in 1829, and that 
the trade of barber which he carried on, not answering, he had repaired to the coast 
of Africa to trade, b\rt not in Negroes. It was quite evident, however, from 
letters, &c. directed to him, and found on board, that ne was very exten«vely oob- 
cemed in this transaction. 

The fifth witness, Antonio da Costa Ferreira, (who appointed the Captain to the 
conomand on the outward voyage,) swore thdt he is a native of Portugal ; thad be 
has been thirteen years in Brazil, and that he has resided in the country efer siaoe^ 
having been employed as cleric by different houses ; that he shipped from hence w 
second Pilot ol the ** FeSz/* although ignorant of navigation, appomting Joad 
Pedro Ferreira captain, in July, 1838, by order of Manoel Joz6 deCanralho, wha 
had bought the vessel, and was at Rio de Janeiro when she saSed ; and tiutt, lUfiiig* 
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iB •«& the cottst, he agpeed ^ddi Ferreira, at Benguelh^ to return in ber ae pas- 
eeiiffer. 

A claim was presentecl by the Proctor of the Captain 4>f the '' FeUz,'' denying 
tibe competent of this Court, and praying Utr the restitntiou of the vessel a^ 
cargo, and for compensation, on the two-£o3d ground, that they belonged to a For- 
fcugoese sdbjeet, and that, even admitting the principle of temporary residence, such 
prmeiple oould not afq>ly in this case, inasmuch as the owner no longer resided in 
ikm ^empire, and protesting, theffdfore, against all concerned. 

In support of this, the several Portuguese papers with which the " Feliz'^ waa 
Mflling were adduced ; but the Coiniuifisary Judges, looking only to the certificate 
of registry, which dedared her owner to be resi^nt at Riode Janeiro, — confirmed 
as it is in this case by other internal evidence, — and on the aeknowledged £Bbot, that 
tiie individual so described, Manoel Joz6 de Carvalho, fitted out this vessel himself 
in July, 1838, in this part, and sent her to the coast <^ Africa--condemned, on the 
30th January, 1839, the ** Feliz' as Brazilian, and emancipated the surviving 
i^ttvet, to the number of 329, seven having died since the capture. 

(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 

FREDERICK GRIGG. 

Rm de Jameiro, 30th Jmuary, 1839. 



No. 64. 

Her Miyetiys Commissioners to Viscount Pahierston.'^{Received April 8.) 

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro y February 4th, 1839. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of you^ Lordship's De* 
spatch, 5th December, 1838, acquainting us that you had referred our several 
Despatches upon the subject of the slave-vessel " Flor de Loanda,' to Her Ma- 
jesty's Advocate-General, and that, under the circumstances ad^rerted to by your 
Lordship, the Mixed Commission Court would have been justified in attributing 
a Brazilian character to the '' Flor de Loanda^' and in dealing with that vessel, 
and with the slaves on board, accordingly. 

As such a case as that of the " Flor de Loanda'' can never recur, we will not 
trouble your Lordship with a recapitulation of the grounds on which the Commis- 
sary Judges founded their sentence in that case ; but we beg leave respectfully to 
remark, that the two main motives suggested in your Lordship's Despatch for con- 
demnation of the ^' Flor de Jjoanday' and which formed the distinction between 
that vessel and the " Brilhante,''* were wanting in the former instance, namely, 
that derived from the certificate of registry, and from the passport required by the 
Decree of 10th December, 1836, the same not having been promulgated here till 
the 30th March, 1837, and, consequently, not till aJfter the sailing of that vessel 
from hence, the Brazilian license to her to pass the forts bearing date the 9th of 
that month. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 

FREDERICK GRIGG. 
The Bight Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 65. 
Her Mf^cstjf's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston — {Received April 8.) 
My liORD, Rio de Janeiro, February 5th, 1839. 

We have had the honour of receiving your Lordship's Despatch of the 
5th December, 1838, in which you wish us to explain, with reference to the last 
paragraph of our Desj>atch of the 26th September of last year, " how and why" 
the various circumstances which have occurred, wifh regard to the '* Flor de Lo^ 
andaj* since the final sentence of the Court on the 19th June, have been of a nature 
to do more harm to our cause, and to indispose even those most favourable to the 
suppression of the traffic, than any event within our recollection. 
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In reply, we have the honour to state, that this observation made in our report, 
of the providential escape of the " Flor de Loanda' from a fate which was univer- 
sally anticipated, if the intention of sending her again across the Atlantic were 
persisted in, hfid a two-fold reference-^— the one to the sufferings of the Africans, the 
other to the proceedings adopted towards her crew. 

With regard to the first object, the mortality and misery which had already 
attended this unhappy cargo— destitute for a long time, during the most inclement 
season, not only of the necessaries, but even of the decencies, of clothing — were 
unexampled. 

With resjiect to the second, it was thought, so soon as the incompetency of the 
Mixed British and Brazilian Commission in this case was declared, and the re- 
rfusal both of the Imperial Government and of the Portuguese Consul to take charge 
either of the vessel or of the negroes was ascertained, that she should at once have 
"been given up, or have been taken, without delay, to Sierra Leone, instead of being 
kept, in the miserable state she was, in this harbour, for three* months: and more- 
over, however atrocious might be the crime of the individuals concerned in her, 
that the conduct practised towards them, such as putting them repeatedly in irons, 
&c., was not warranted by the Instructions, under which the seizure was made, nor 
by the Portuguese Decrees, supposing them even to have been applicable to the 
" Flor de Loanda^^ and British ciniisers to be authorised to enforce the same. 
Such was the general feeling on the subject — such were the sentiments expressed 
to us by our colleagues, and in which it would be a want of candour on our part 
to deny our own participation. 

We have thus, my Lord, without that miserable detail into which we might have 
entered in justification of the opinion expressed by us, explained the feelings in 
which it originated, and which was yet further confirmed by observing, that, while 
Ihe friends of England and of the suppression of the traffic were lef): with little to 
urge in reply or palliation, those engaged in, or friendly to, the traffic, tauntingly 
pointed to the horrors of this case, as a proof of the benefits to hiunanity resulting 
from her interference. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 



FREDERICK GRIGG. 



The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, O.C.B. 
8fc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 66. 
Her Majesty s Commissioners to Vi^ount Palmerston. — {Received jiprU 8(A.) 
My Lord^ Rio de Janeiro, February \2th, 1839, 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Despatch 
of the 5th December last, transmitting to us copies of correspondence vrhich has 
passed between the Foreign Office and the Admiralty, from which we perceive, 
vrith no small satisfaction, that a vessel will be sent out to Rio, to seiTC as hulk for 
the reception of negroes from on board of slave traders captured by Her Majesty's 
ships, so soon as a suitable ship can be provided^ 

We beg to return our best acknowledgments to your Lordship for this communi- 
cation, which we have made known to the Court. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 

FREDERICK GRIGG. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerst^m, G.C.B. 
8fc. Sfc Sfc. 
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No. 67. 

Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.^^(Received April 8.) 

My Lord, ^ode Janeiro, February 14, 1839. - 

I HAVE the honcftir to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's dispatch 
of the 5th December, 1838, referring me to a paragraph contained in the letter 
from Dr. William Cullen to Lord Glenelg, of the 28th February of that year, in 
which he says, '* the only Englishmen who obtained any (apprentices) were those 
belonging to the Mixed Commission ;" and wishing to hear from me an explana- 
tion of my conduct in the transaction alluded to in that paragraph, and especially as 
to the charge which appears to be therein implied, that I mred on apprenticeship 
negroes emancipated by the Mixed Commission. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners, my Lord, replied fully, and as they hoped satisfac- • 
torily, to every statement which they considered at all deserving of notice in the 
letter of Dr. William Cullen. Could I for a moment have supposed that your 
Lordship would have deemed any further matter therein contained to require an 
answer, much more that it involved any charge which called for explanation from 
me, most certainly I should not have waited till questioned by your Lordship to 
give it. 

In point of fact no negro emancipated by the Commission was hired by me on 
the occasion referred to by Dr. Cullen ; but it is no less true that I had previously 
hired one of those apprehended by this Government under their law of the 7th No- 
vember, 1831 ; ana that I have subsequently engaged the services of two more, 
taken on board the " Orion,** and emancipated by tne Commissioners in 183&. 

In doing so, I conddered that I was not only following an approved precedent set 
me by my predecessors, as announced in a dispatch from Mr. Hayne to the late 
Marquis of^ Londonderry of the 24th October, 1821, but that I was best consulting 
and carrying into practical effect the humane intentions of Her Britannic Majesty's 
Government, the three Africans so circumstanced in my family being perhaps among 
the very few whose eventual liberty and wages can be considered as secure. They 
are, I need hardly say, treated with every proper care, and are qualifying themselves 
to gain their own livelihood as household servants, at the expiration of their appren- 
ticeship. 

I have Slc 
(Signed) ' GEORGE JACKSON. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerstoh, G.C.B. 
. ^c. 8fc. (Sfc. 



No. 68. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Received April 8.) 

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, February 15, 1839. 

We have the satisfaction of enclosing to your Lordship, in original and 
translation, the copy of an " Aviso'* addressed, under date of the 14th instant, by 
the Brazflian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Brazilian Commissary Judge, 
communicating to him the determination taken by the Regent, in the name of «ie 
Emperor, not to require, on the part of the Mixed British and Brazilian Commis- 
sion, established in this city, the admission of Embargoes either in the two cases, 
now pending of the " Diligente'' and " Felix,'' or in that of any other vessel which 
may m future be brought before it for adjudication. 

As the note, referred to in this ^' Aviso," will, of course, reach your Lordship 
through Her Majesty's Mission we do not add it ; but we have much pleasure in 
stating that the sentence in the case of both the above-named vessels, has been 
already transmitted from this Court to the competent authorities for final 
execution. 

As forming part of the proceedings, we had prepared for your Lordship's infor- 
maticm translations of two protests, whicli were presented to the Cotort by the re- 
spective Proctors against the measm-e said to have been in contemplation, of 
sending the " DiUgente" and *' Feliz" to some British Colony, as also the copy 
of a letter in which we forwarded the same to Her Majesty*s Charge d* Affaires ; 
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but the favourable turn wbich the question <tf the embargoes appears to have taken 
precludes the necessity of our trouoling you with either. 

We have^ Stc., 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 

FREDERICK GRIGG. 
7^ Jtiffht Hm. FUcount Paknerston, G.C.B. 

C^C* OfC» CfC. 



Enelbsure in;; Nb^ 6& 

P€iae0, F^hrumry 14lA, ^89. 
(Translation.) A^iw^ 

T&E Regent, in the name of the En^ror, having determined, in consequence of 
the jitst reasons expressed in the note, the copy of wnich is enclosed, which has been 
addressed to Her Britannic Majesty's Charge d' Affaires, through the Department 
of Foreign Affairs, under date 4th instant, that the ftHxed Biuzilian and British 
Commission in this city shall not admit embargoes to the sentences pronounced b; 
it, as well in tihe cases of the vessels ** DiUgente '* and " FeUz ** as in that of any. 
other which may in future be brought before it for adjudication, I have to commu- 
nicate this to you^ Sir, for your requisite information, and for the exact fulfilment 
c^ the same. 

Orod nreserve Src* 
(Signed) ANTONIO PEREGRINO MACIEL MONTEIRO. 



No. 69. 

Ftscatmt Pabnerston to Her Majesty's Commissioners. ' 

Gbntlemki, Foreign Oj^, April 26, 1839. 

I HERBWTTH transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a letter which, 
by my direction, has been addressed to the Secretary to the Admiralty, respecting 
the proposed establishment of a hy)k at Rio de Janeiro, for the reception of persons 
from on board Slave Vessels, detained by Her Majesty's Cruizers under the Con- 
vention between this country and Brazil on Slave Trade. 

I am, &c.^ 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners, 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 69. 
Mr. Backhouse to Mr. fFood. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 26tb, 1839* 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the accompanying Copies of a Despatch, 
and of its Enclosures, from Her Majesty's Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro, con- 
taining copies of correspondence between the Commissioners and Commodore 
Sulivan, Commanding Her Majesty's naval force on the Brazil Station ; and, 
with reference to Sir John Barrow's communication to me, of the 23rd of No- 
vember last, stating that a vessel will, as soon as possible, be sent out to Rio de 
Janeiro, to be stationed there, for the reception of persons vvhom it may be desirable 
to transfer to such ship from slave vessels under process of adjudication, I am to 
request that you will draw the attention of the Lords of the Admiralty to the 
increasing necessity for the appropriation of a vessel for the purpose stated. I am 
to add that it appears to Lord Palmerston to be desirable that such vessel should 
be so fitted up as to affi3rd all requisite security against the escape of such persons^ 
negroes, and others^ as may be placed on board of her ; and that it should also have 
the requisite acconmiodations and proper oflScers for the care and treatment of the 
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sick. And I am to state that Lord J^almerston will be glad to be informed when 
tilie arrangements for this service are completed. 

I am, &c. 
Charles Wood, Esq. (Signed) J. BACKHOUSE. 

Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 70. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir George Jackson. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May Sth, 1839. 

I HAVE received your despatch of ibe 1 4th of February 1839, containing 
explanations respecting your employment of liberated Africans as servants. 

Without questioning the kindness of your motives in hiring those persons as 
servants, I think it right to desire that you will not henceforward employ as servants 
any Negroes liberated under sentence of the Mixed Commission. 

You will, of course, understand that this instruction is not intended to sanction 
your employment of slaves ; it is meant to prevent a practiccj which may give rise 
to misrepresentation, and which might lead to abuse. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sir George Jackson, 
^c. cfc. 8fc. 



No. 71. 
discount Palmerston to Her Majesty's Ctmrntssiom^s. 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 2Sih, 1839* 

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your infoimaition and goidance, a Copy^ 
a Despatch from her Majesty's Consul at Lisbon, inclosing the translation of the 
Instructions which has been addressed by the Portuguese Government to the 
Directors of the several Custom-houses of the Kingdom, warning them against 
some foreign vessels suspected <tf ^^°g about to assume the F^uguese Flag for 
the purpose of engaging in the Slave Trade. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed^ PALMERSTON. 

Her Msi^ay'4 OsmmisHoners. 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



BndoBurein No. 71. 

Mr. iSmih to FUeount JPalmefsUm, Lisbosi, 4pril 22, 1S39. 

(See Chas B. No. B6,|Mige 111.) 



U2 



Digitized by 



Google 



14» 



SURINAM. 



No. 72. 
Mr. Samo to Mr. Strangway^.^^Reeeived April 22nd.) 

Sir, Surinam, January 26th, 1839. 

I HAVE recently been fovoured with the enclosed printed minnte <^ the 
proceedings at a session of the Colonial Council at French Guianai containing a 
resolution passed by that body, and declining (conditionally) to accede to some 
measures tor the melioration of their slave population, which have laitely been pro- 
posed to them by the Government of the King of the French. 

I think it right to transmit this document to you» Sir, for the information of 
Viscount Palmerston and yourself. 

_ (Signed) ' JOHN SAMO. 

The Honourable W. Fox Strangways, ^^'^ 
Sfc. 8fc. S^e. 



(Enclosure forwarded to the Colonial Office.) 



No. 73. 

Her Majesty*^ Judge to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received April 22.) 

My Lord, Surinam, February lltk, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the translation of an Act of the 
Colonial Government^ declaring that the value of a slave^ in any case, shall not 
exceed the sum of 1200 guilders (100/. sterling). 

As this • measure emanates from the Counol themselves, wliich is mostly com- 
posed of persons connected extensively with slave properties in this colony, it may 
be presumed that the proceeding will receive the sanction of His Netherlands' Ma<» 
jesty ; and I conceive that it may be hailed as a most important step towards car- 
rying into effect any future procedure for the emancipation of the unfortunate 
slaves. 

The total number of negroes held in slavery, mthin this province, is under 
50,000, and, taking the ak^ve amount as the maximum, it wiU be seen diat the 
sacrifice of a comparative small sum would enable the Dutch Government to ^ve 
entire fi'eedom to these people. 

I am informed, by persons who are conversant with the subject, that the number 
of negroes who might entitle owners to claim the highest valuation, as fixed by this 
recent law, would be found considerably less than one-twentieth of the whole 
slave population. 

I have. &c 
(Signed) JOHN SAMO. 

The Right Hon. FUeount Palmertton, O.CJS. 
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EncloBure in No. 73. 

(Translation.) Publteatim. 

Cimtaining stipulations regarding the manner in which proprietors shall be in- 
demnified in the event of their slaves (in consequence of some extraordinary 
act of fidelity) bein^ considered by Government as worthy of having the boon 
of freedom conferred upon them. 

In the name of the King, 
The Governor-General, ad interim^ of the Netherlands' West 
India Possession, 

To all who may see or heaf these pfertiite jread, greeting. 
Whereas, it has been deemed necessary that a regular, as well as a reasonable 
standard should be made with xegard to the indemnification to be allowed to the 
owners iA slaves on whom the Government, in certain cases, might wish to bestow 
the gift of freedom. 

We have, after submitting the same to Colonial Council, 
thought fit and resolved to en^ot as follows :*^ 

Article L 

Gorermnent shall have the right of appropriating to itself, for the purpose of 
freedom, any slave who has shown extraordinary marks of fidelity, on indemni- 
fying the owners for the loss of such slave. 

Article 2. 

The indemnification alluded to in the foregoing Article shall in no instance ex- 
ceed the sum of twelve hundred gilders, and shall be awarded in proportion to 
the 9ge of the tdaves, and their abihhr in performing field or other labour, by two 
competent persons, one of whom shall be named by the Government, and the odier 
by the owner of the slave ; both parties shall take iiie necessary oath before the 
Governor-General, previous to their undertaking such appiialsement. 

Article 3. 

In case the two persons thus appointed should di£fer in awarding the amount of 
indemnification, on application being made by the Procurer-General, in his capacity 
as representing the Colonial Government, a third party^shall be added, and sworn in 
by a Commksion from the Inferior Court of Justice. Should* two of the three par- 
ties, thus appointed, agree in the amount awarded, their decision shall be conclu- 
sive ; but, in the event of all three parties differing, the amount awarded by each, 
shall form an aggregate, one-third of which shall be the indemnification allowed. 

Article 4. 

The present regulations shall be in force, immediately upon their announcement ;: 
and, that none mdy pretend ignorance thereof, they shall be promulgated as wnial. 
in the Government papers. 

This done and passed at Paramaribo, the 8th day of February,. 
1839, m the 26th year of His Majestys Reign. 

(Signed) PH. DE KANTER. 

By commt^nd of his Excellency. 

fSigned) G. S. DE VEER, 

The Government Seeretarj,. 

^ Published in Paramaribo, the 19th February following. 

(Signed) G. S. DE VEER, 

The Government Secretary. 
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N0.72I. 
Viseaunt Palmerrton to Her Majesty* 9 CommUsary Judge. 

Gentlemen, . Foreign Office, May SB, I8S9. 

I HEEEwiTH transmit to you, for your information and guidance, a copy of 
a Despatch from Her Majesty's Consul at Lisbon^ endosmg the translation of an 
Instruction, which has been addressed by the Portuguese Government to the IX- 
rectors of the several custom-hooseB ti the Kingdom, warning them against some 
foreign vwselB suspected of being about to assume the Portuguese flag, for the pur- 
pose of engaging in the Slave Tiude. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON, 

Her Majesty's Commissary Judge, 
cfe* cfC- cfc* 



Enclosure in No 74. 
Mr. Smith to Fiscount Pabnerston, Lisbon, April 22, 1839/ 
(See COass B. No. 65, page 1110 
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APPENDIX. 



SIERRA. LEONE. (General.) 

HetMagestys Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.— (Received Junel2, 1839.) 

(Extract.) Sierra Leone, December 3\st, 1838. 

We have the honour herewith to enclose to your Lordship a list of all 
the cases^ adjudicated in the Mixed Courts/ established at Sierra Leone, between 
the 1st o€ January and the 31st of December, 1838. In that period no vessel 
was brought before the British and Brazilian Court of Mixed Commission, or 
the British and Netherlands Mixed Court of Justice. The number of slaves 
emancipated by us during the same time was 5341, of whom only 837d were 
registered in tnis place ; the whole of the remainder (with die exception <^ 
24^ whQ died or absconded before their descriptions cojild be taken to be 
registered), having been landed oa the island of Jamaick, or at Nassau, New 
Providence. The survivors of J 38 slaves^ embarked in the restored vessel 
'' Camees,'' were, in like manner, handed over to the Colonial Government 
here, though without emancipation; their shipment by the captor having 
been highly irregular, and the claimant having denied all property in them. 
The total number of slaves emancipated by the Courts at Sierra Leone 
since their establishment, is 56^578, of whom 48,350 have been registered in 
the same place. 

Thirty vessels (seven of which were a^tured in the West Indies) have 
passed through the Courts during the last year, besides a schooner which was 
prosecuted ia the British and Spanish. Mixed Court of Justice as a Spanish 
vessel, but which the Court dechned to adjudicate, as she had been captured 
under the flag and pass of the United States. Five other vessels, now in the 
harbour, atill remain for adjudication, and will appear in the list of the 
following year. 

It i& a remarkable fact, that every oim of the thirty vessels which have been 
adjudicated, professed to be Portuguese, and was provided with Portuguese 
papers. To four of them, however, (the ** Deiwa Falar*' ** GratidUo,*' 
** Uamoes/' and " Veh%!') a Brazilian character was clearly attached, and the 
remaining twenty-six were undoubtedly Spanish. 

One vessel (the ** Camoes'^) was restored, with damages, on account of the 
irregularity of her capture. Eleven others were divested of their Portuguese 
covering, and condemned in the Spanish Court, on the ground that Spanish 
ownership and course of trade bad placed them withm the reach of the 
requirements and penalties of the Spanish Slave Trade Treaty. And of the 
remaining eighteen cases, one (the '^ Vehz") was condemned, for having had 
slavea on board in the particular voyage in which she was detained, although 
all had been relanded before detention took place; and the others were full of 
slavea at the moment of capture. 

Out of the thirty vessels seveateen received their passports at the Cape de 
Verd Islands, four at the islands of Princes and St. Thomas, two at St. Paul de 
Loando, three from the Portuguese Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, three 
from the Portuguese Consul* General at Cadiz, and one at Lisbon* 
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The destinations of the aame vessels were severally as follows : — to Bahia 
two, Pernambuco two, the island of Cuba twenty-four, Porto Rico two. 

Nineteen vessels were prosecuted in the British and Portuguese Court of 
Mixed Commission during the past year. Eighteen of the number were con- 
demned for having had slaves on board, and one was restored. Of the con- 
demned vessels four embarked their slaves in the Gallinas, one in the Sherbro, 
and one in the Rio Nunez, three rivers in the immediate neighbourhood of this 
colony ; five were loaded at Lagfos, two in the Calabar, two m the Bonny, one 
in the river Benin, one in the river Nun, and one at Whydali. The restored 
vessel Q* Camoes' ) was intending to take on board a cargo of slaves in the 
river Benin, at the time of her unauthorised capture. 

Only one of the eleven vessels condemned in the British and Spanish Mixed 
Court of Justice, had embarked any slaves previous to capture. That one (the 
'* Opposigao") was captured in the West Indies, whilst preparing to re-enter 
the port of Havana in ballast, after disembarking on the coast of Cuba, a cargo 
of Congo slaves, which had been shipped in the river Zaire. None of the 
remaining ten had taken any slaves on board previous to capture, and, with one 
exception, they were all detained in the neighbourhood of this colony, viz., 
six in the Gallinas, one in the Pongas, two a little lower down, off the river 
Sestos, and one at Accra. The American schooner *' Mart/ Anne CMsard^* 
was detained a few miles from Cape Sierra Leone. 

With reference to this statement of facts, we beg leave to offer a few- 
remarks. 

.1. The number of vessels and slaves captured during the past year would 
have been much greater, but for the followmg circumstances : — An epidemic, 
which liad originated at Sierra Leone, and had proved awfully fatal there in 
1837, raged on board almost every vessel of the squadron, long after it had 
disappeared from this colony; and either incapacitated Her Majesty's cruizers 
from active exertion, or drove them from their cruizing-grounds to Ascension, 
St. Helena, and the Cape. This led to strict orders being issued, that no 
man-of-war should visit our port; and thus the agents and professional 
advisers of the Naval Commanders, were deprived of the opportunity of com- 
municating to their clients in the Bights, any information respecting the 
decisions given in the cases of the *' Opposi^ao'* and " DtUgente, untiiafter 
those decisions became known to all the slave-dealers on the coast During this 
period also. Admiral Elliot succeeded Sir Patrick Campbell in the command 
^f the squadron ; and the time which precedes, and immediately follows, a 
change of this nature, is always a season of comparative inactivity. Agaiq, 
not a single cruizer has beea stationed to the southward of the line ; con- 
f e(;[uently, that large tract of slaving-coast has been left altogether unwatched. 
It IS certain that all the slave vessels that have been before us have been 
captured to the north of the line ; and the only one of them that embarked 
her slaves in a southern latitude, was captured in the West Indies. 

2. The extent and importance of. the Slave Tr^de carried on to the west- 
ward of Cape Palmas, as compared with that which still flourishes in the 
Bights of Benin and Biafra, is generally much under-rated. Fifteen out of the 
thirty vessels which came before us last year, either were captured, or took 
onboard their slaves, within the former narrow boundary. It is true that 
some of these captures were made ^ in consequence of certain decisions with 
regard to emptt/ vessels, which were known only oxi this part of the coast; 
but still the fact remains, that one-third of the vessels which were detained 
vnthJUU cargoes of slaves on boards or four out of seven, if we only look to 
vessels detained in the West Indies, embarked their slaves in our immediate 
neighbourhood. 

3. The whole, or very nearly the whole, of the Slave Trade carried on 
north, or rather west of Cape Palmas, is for the supply of the island of Cuba, 
and generally on account or Havana merchants. The Brazilians still frequent 
their old slave-haunts in the Bights, and to the southward of the line. 'Portu* 
guese trade, properly so called, there is none, nor do we well see how there 
can be under tne newly-applied principle, that the national character of a 
vessel may be fixed by the domicile of her merchant-owner; and by her mode 
of employ ment 

4. The application of the rule just referred to, when it comes to be 
generally understood and acted upon by Her Majesty's cruizers, will render 
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die accession of Portugal to the terms of the Spanish Treaty, though cer- 
tainly desiraWe, a matter of comparatively small importance. 

6. Driven from the shelter which has latterly been affprcled bv the colours 
of Portugal, tlie slave-dealers of all nations are now invoking the protection 
of the flag of the United States ; and the American consuls at Matanzas and 
Havana show no unwillingness to render the required assistance. Upon 
the fill! discussion of this interesting but painful subject we forbear enter* 
ing at present, as we have lately in our Despatch, marked Spain, of tlie 
SOth Kovember last, noticed it at considerable length. On that occasion 
we ventured to suggest that, should the extensive and scandalous abuse of 
lier flag still £ul to induce the free government of the United States to co-o^ 
fate with other civilized nations, in the suppression of an inhuman traffic, 
the remedy is in our own hands ; on the supposition, however, that the 
Briibh Government is coavinced that the African Slave Trade is an offence 
against the laws of nature and nations. If it be so, and we are fulty per* 
auaded that it is, the formal acknowledgment of that truth by all the marl- 
timeStates of Europe might be invited. But should these powers, who,iiot 
many years since, pronounced theSlaveTradetobe *^ contrary to the principles 
of religion, justice, and humanitv," heutate at tliis critical moment to affirm 
their rormer declaration, and to brand with the name of pirates the traffickers 
in whitman snfi^ering — the " hoetes humani ^generis," — the enemies of " reli- 
gion, jttsttire, and humanity," vt^ still possess the right and the power to ^ve 
lull effect to our own more enlightened views of the duties which nations 
owe to each other. The simple means which England employs, when en- 
gaged in war, to enforce her disputed right to visit and ^search Uie vessels of 
all -neutral JPowers ts, we believe, an order in councU, arming all British 
eraizers with authority to act, and binding all Admimltyand Vice- Admiralty 
.Courts to adjudicate such vessels as may be captured under that order. But 
'ii^bateYer other. means may be nec^sary, in a time of profound peace, to gtrcf 
^efiect to England's interpretation of the law of nations, those means she will 
mirciy not hesitate to adopt, when her only other alternative is— retiring at 
once from.a, contest, which she has so long waged^ baffled, beaten, and insulted 
J>y a set of lawless and outcast 8mugs;lers^; or wilfully continuing to sacrifloe 
thousands of valuable lives and millions dP money, with the full knowledge 
*tfaat the only result of her further efforts-will be, fresh triumphs to the Slave 
lEradere, and the increaRd misery of thdr victims. 

Desirable as would be the concession by America of the right of mutual 
search, experience has shown that we can expect no permanent advantages 
from it. The allegiance professed by the slave-dealers of all nations to the 
flags of France, Portugal, and America, successively, will then be transferred 
from one South American State to another, through all the independent 
Governments that at present exist, or hereafter may arise, in that divided 
Quarter of the world. The plan which we now recommend is a certain and 
effectual remedy, so far as it is enforced, for the .evils complained of^ and, if 
DOW ^rejected, mtot be ^adopted at some future ^period, when England ha^ 
jgrown sufficiently weaiy of <inakix{g ^sacrifices for the attainment of an object 
nehich is ever eluding her grasp. 

In the mean time, it is our duty to render our fvesent Slave Treaties as effi- 
cient as, possible, a»d to em{>k>y the means which we already ^possess* in.coun-- 
teracting the efforts of the slave-dealers. With this view, we oeg leaveJbrie% 
vto offer a few suggestions for your Lordshbrs. consideration. 

1. The immediate occupation of alLthe Portugese. settlements north of the 
Line, viz.ythe Capede Verds, Bissau, Cacbeo, Prmces,.aiidSt Thomas. 

We haveaeen abov^thattwenty-^^neout oftbe thir^ vessels adju^catedlast 
year, dTtaiaod their fictitious papemat oneor other of those -wretched places. 
British occupation would of ccmrse put 4ui icudtto these .irregularities, besides 
(Opening sources oflegitimate traffic. The right to occupy is as clear as .the 
beneficial effects of occupation, so far as Slave Trade is concerned. The de- 
termined refusal or neglect of Portugal to fulfil her Treaty ei^agements with 
Great Britain, has entitled the latter to demand the immediate repayment of 
the immense sum by which those eng^^ments were purchased; and the 
African settlements of Portugal might be held in pawn until the payment be 
completed. In this view the repaymctrt^by Portugal of six hundred thousand 
pouud^jfwith eompounri interest tliereon for the last twenty-five years (sup- 
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posing her capable of making it), would annul our Slave Trade Treaties with 
that power, and cast upon Great Britain the imputation of mercenary motives^ 
But should Portugal be placed in a condition, either from her own re- 
sources, or, what is much more likely, from tlie joint-stock subscription of 
three or four wealthy Slave-Trading bouses, to tender back to England the- 
whole sum which was so generously advanced to her, and to demand the an- 
nulment of the Treaty which that sum formerly purchased ; with us would 
still rest the option of rejecting the disgraceful offer ; of insisting on the com* 
plete execution of the ratified compact ; and, having paid the stipulated price, 
of securing the purchase by all the means in our power. As a collateral se- 
curity for the attainment of the promised ** total abolition of the Slave Trade 
for the subjects of the crown of Portugal," the occupation of the Portuguese 
settlements north of the Line is now recommended. Nor need it be attended 
with any but a very trifling expense, or embrace more than the single object 
for whidi it is undertaken,-— the visitation and search of every vessel within 
the Portuguese waters, or three miles from the Portumiese territories above 
named, and the detention and trial of such as may be equipped for Slave 
Trade, or be aiding and abetting the illegal traffic ; dealing witli the suspected 
and the guilty in the same manner as we should, if they were committing the 
same offence within British waters. 

2. The least known of these settlements, but probably the most important, 
whether with regard to Slave Trade or fair commerce, is Bissad. In its imme- 
diate vicinity is the valuable but neglected Brideh island of Bulama, now one 
of the most active slaving stations on the coast. Here the notorious Kyetan 
has fixed his residence, and is receiving constant supplies of slaves from the 
neighbouring rivers, loading numerous vessels, and having seldom less than 
three hundred slaves in his extensive barracoons. General Sir Neil Campbell, 
Jate Governor of this colony, visited the island of Bulama in the year 1896, 
.and wrote an interesting memoir upon it, which may be obtained from the 
Colonial Office. It is only a few days' sail north of oierra Leone, and com- 
pletely commands the Rio Grande and Geva, two of the most important rivers 
on the coast of Africa, and which, towards their source, almost unite with the 
Tiver Gambia. It surely is not to be permitted that this eligible trading sta* 
tion, belonging to Great Britain, should be abandoned to the use of such a 
wretch as Kyetan, who has only very lately returned from the galleys. Under 
this persuasion, Her Majesty's Uommissary Judge lately addressed the follow* 
ing letter to His Excellency Colonel Doherty* 

(Copy.) British CommMsioners* Office^ 

5iR, Sierra Leone, November 26th, 1838. 

Mr. Becaise, who has lately arrived from the rivers to the northward, 
and who is intending to return to the Rio Nunez this evening or tomorrow, 
has informed me that, when he visited the British island of Bulama a short time 
ago, he found there between two hundred and three hundred slaves prepared 
for shipment by Don Cayetano, the notorious Kyetan, formerly Governor of 
Bissau. Mr. Becaise describes the island as completely occupied by Slave 
Traders, and as always containing a larger or smaller number of slaves in bar- 
racoons. 

Papers, which have^ been found in several of the vessels lately before the 
Mixed Commission Courts, tend to confirm Mr. Becaise*s representation, and 
to show that, since Kyetan*s return to the coast, the Slave-trading opera- 
tions of Bissao have been transferred to the British island of Bulama. 

Bulama is, I believe, undoubtedly British, and not long since Her Majesty's 
brig ** Britomart" was despatched from Sierra Leone to declare, and maintain, 
if necessary, our sovereignty over the place. Under these circumstances, I 
beg leave to suggest to Y our Excellency the propriety of seizing and prose- 
cuting, in the Vice- Admiralty Court here, all persons who may he found on 
Bulama detained as slaves, and of punishing the guilty parties^ for having so 
grossly violated the British territory. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY. 
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Governor Doherty, witlr great promptitude, immediately made a re^isition 
to Her Majesty's brig^^' Brisk," commanded by Lieutenant Kelletti who was in 
harbour at the time, and who as promptly proceeded immediately on the 
required, service. The result was, that Lieutenant Kellett returned to us after 
a few days witli 212 slaves, whom he had been enabled to secure, many others 
having b6en carried into the woods and concealed. These slaves were all 
heavily ironed and chained. Kyetan was unfortunately absent at the time at 
Bissao, but his barracoons were burned down, and the British colours left flying 
on the island. Shortly afterwards, however, Kyetan returned, the Portuguese 
colours have been re-hoisted, and the Slave Trade is flourishing as before. On 
these OTOunds we recommend the full occupation of Bukma, which will put 
an end to the extensive Slave Trade, now carried on with impunity on British 
sotU and will tend greatly to interrupt that which is carried on at Bissao* 

3. The ouly other suggestion which we shall at present offer is, the adop- 
tion of means, to secure the punishment of |>^#^>fi^ implicated in Slave Trade ' 
adventures. As things are now managed, the confiscation of a slave veiBseL 
affects only the owner or the underwriters; and the parties who navigate the 
condemned vessel are constantly seen to embark again, on a second illegal 
voyage, a few days after the termination of the first. The complete personal 
impunity which attends the agents by whom illegal Slave Trade is carried on, 
combined with the high wages by which their services are secured, renders the 
Slave Trade, notwithstanding all its inconveniences, the most desirable employ- 
ment for the Spanish and Portuguese sailor. On this subject we beg leave to 
refer ycAir Lordship to Class A«, 1824-1825, pages 142 and 143 ; and to Class 
A., 1836, pages 217 and 218. 

The plan which we now propose for adoption, with regard to slave-vessels 
captured on this coast, and condemned at Sierra Leone, is applicable, with 
some modifications, to similar seizures in other parts of the world ; but its 
effect may be tried here in the first instance. 

Both the Portuguese and Spanish Treaties require, that ^'the Captain, and 
a part, at least, of the crew,'' of a captured slave-ship should be left on board ; 
and this clause, whilst it sanctions the present almost invariable practice of 
sending up only the Master, and one or two of the seamen, of a de tamed vessel 
as witnesses before the Mixed Courts, and landing the remaindei' of the crew, 
as soon as possible, at the nearest or most convenient port, equally permits the 
detention of the whole of the crew, if it should be thought necessary; and we 
BOW beg leave to recommend the latter course, with a view to ulterior pro- 
ceedings against all the guilty parties. 

The hulk already fixed at Sierra Leone may be used as a temporary recep- 
tacle for such prisoners ; and one small steamer or vessel of war might be con- 
stantly employed in conveying the prisoners from this place to England, to 
obtain the orders of Her -Majesty's Government as to their delivery at Lisbon 
(if Portuguese), or at Cadiz or some other port (if Spanish). 

Portugal and Spain are both bound by treaty, as well as by thpjr own 
law, to punish their respective subjects **who may participate in an illicit 
traffic in slaves," and *^ to assimilate as much as possible their legislation in 
this respect to that of Great Britain;*' and those powers will thus enjoy the 
opportunity of fulfilling their obligations. The punishment of the guilty 
persons might be strongly urged by the British Ambassadors ; but whether 

Sunished or not, we are persuaded, that a more severe blow would be given 
y this proceeding to foreign Slave Trade than it has ever yet received. 
No less than 687 Spanish and Portuguese sailors were engaged in navigating 
the thirty vessels wnich came before us last year. All these men have long 
since returned to their former occupation; but had they been withdrawn, as 
we propose, from their old haunts and pursuits, carried to Europe far from 
their Slave-Trading connexions, fined, imprisoned, and otherwise punished, 
and left to find their way back as best they could to Cuba and Brazil ; the 
alarm which would have been thereby caused amongst the many thousands of 
seamen engaged in the same manner, would have done more to check and 
injure the ^illegal traffic, than any means that have been adopted for the la3t 
twenty years. 

The execution of this plan would be attended with little inconvenience 

and expense. Supposing the number of cruizers on the African Station to 

remain the same, one would of course be withdrawn from cruizing, in order 

to convoy the detained slaving crews to Europe; and some of the smaller 
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romb^nf^'mm wouM be obliged themsehn to acccmrpaiiy their second pt taes 
iivto port. This would tmSut Uttlr practical drfference to die Cottnuaaen of 
vessels of this cfauM, whose practice it is, even ander the present mtem^ to 
convey up their second priMSy with the object of presenring the enciency of 
their vessels^ and the health o(f their ]]«i2e crews. 

With regard to expense, the Commiesariat at present supplks daiiy i«4ioas 
of food to every individiKd of the detained prize crews, so long as he renaiu 
in the colony ; charging the expense in the pabhe aceoonts ei^er to Portugal 
or Sparn, as the case may be. The farther expense of rationing a kurger 
number of persons for a longer time would be duarged in the same way^ and 
repaid to ns in the same manner, from ike moie^ of the proceeds m con>« 
demned skvers, whicl) 19 carried to the credit of the power to whtdi the 
condemned vessel and the detained crew belong* For the care and custody 
of the prisoners a similar force to that whim has been allowed to Che 
*^ Romney "* receiving ship at Havana, might be provided from Her Majesty's 
services here. 

We trust) my Lord, that the above suggestions will not be deemed impeiti*- 
nent or useless. Disappointment has followed every effort hidierto made; 
and stFon^per measures are now imperatively called for — measures wUdi) 
without violating the laws of nations^ or the faith of treaties, will at length 
accomplish the earnest desire of the BHtish nation, by die total abolitiDft of 
African Slave Trade. 

We have, &c; 
(Signed) H. W, MACAULAY. 

R. DOHEBTY. 

The Right Hon VUcamt Palmersian, G.C^., 

. Sfc. Sfe. 8fe. 
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Class B.— 1888-9. 

(FURTHER SERIES.) 



CORRESPONDENCE 



WITH 



FOREIGN POWERS. 



SPAIN- 

No. 1. 

Earl of Clarendon to Viscount Palmerstwi. — {Received February 4.) 

My Lord, Madrid, January 26, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose the Copy of a note, which, in conformity with 
the instructions contained in your Lordship's despatch of the 31st of December, 1S38, 
I have addressed to M. de Onis, requesting that orders may be sent to the Captain- 
General of Cuba, for the immediate liberation of the negro boy Wellington. 

I have &CC 
(Signed)' CLARENDON. 

The Right Hon* Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. ^e. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 1. 
Earl of Clarendon toM. de Onis. 

Sir, Madrid, January 23, 1839, 

I HAVE the hoQour to inform your Excellency, that I have received the in- 
structions of my Government to request the interference of the Government of Her 
Catholic Majesty, in procuring the restoration to liberty of a negro youth, named 
" Wellington," who was kidnapped in the year J834, in Montego Bay in Jamaica, 
and afterwards sold at St. Jago de Cuba, to an individual named Garcia. 

The Marquis of Sligo, then Governor of Jamaica, under date of 22nd April, 
1835, applied to the Captain-General of Cuba, to induce His Excellency to give 
directions for the release of " Wellington" from slavery, and that he might be 
allowed to return to Jamaica. 

From a correspondence which has lately taken place between the present Go- 
vernor of Jamaica, Lieutenant-General Sir Lionel Smith, and Her Britannic 
Majesty's Consul at St. Jago de Cuba, it appears that the Captain-General did take 
some steps in the matter, that the man Garcia was arrested and thrown into prison, 
and the boy Wellington placed under the care of the Licentiate Don Juan Bau- 
tista Sagarras, Protector of Slaves, who retains the boy in his possession, and is 
ready to give him up. Subsequently, further inquiries have been made into the 
subject, on the part of Her Britannic Majesty's Government, by Captain Eraser of 
the " Nimrod," who, in conjunction with the British Consul, has claimed the deli- 
very of the boy from the Governor of Cuba. But it appears, that such is the 
slowness of the proceedings, and the venality of the parties concerned, who are in- 
fluenced by the creditors of this Garcia, that there is no prospect of the boy's 
recovering his liberty, without the direct interference of the Government of 
Madrid. 
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I have therefore been instructed to express to your Excellency the confident 
expectation of my Government, that orders will be given by the Government of 
Her Catholic Majesty, to the proper authorities in Cuba, to deliver up this boy to 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at St. Jago de Cuba, in order to his being restored 
to liberty. 

I have, &c. 
His Excellency (Signed) CLARENDON. 

Don Mauricio Carlos de Onis. 
8fc. Sfc. 8f€. 



No. %. 
Earl of Clarendon to discount Palmerston. — (Received February 12.) 
My Lord, Madrid, February 2, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose the copy and translation of a note, which I 
have received from M. de Onis in reply to mine of the 26th November last, 
addressed to the Duke de Frias, respecting six cases of injustice towards British 
subjects in Cuba. 

I enclose, likewise, the copy of a note which I have addressed to M. de Onis in 
reply. I have, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmersfon, G.C.B. 
8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



First Enclosure in No. 2. 
(Translation.) M. de Onis to the Earl of Clarendon. 

Sir, Madrid, January 18, 1839. 

I HAVE laid before Her Majesty the august Queen Regent, the note, which 
you were pleased to address to my predecessor on the 26th of November last, 
inclosing copies of the correspondence which has passed between the Captain of 
Her Britannic Majesty's ship "Comus," and the Captain-General of the Island of 
Cuba, relative to the conduct observed by the authorities of Santiago de Cuba, in 
five |]six] different cases, towaixls certain British subjects. 

Her Majesty, having made herself acquainted with all that you were pleased to 
state, in the name of your Government, relative to these occurrences, has been 
pleased to command me to represent to you, as I have now the honour of doing, in 
reply to your above-mentioned note, that in the impossibility of satisfying, as Her 
Majesty earnestly wishes to do, the reclamations of the British Government against 
the authorities of Santiago de Cuba, on account of not yet possessing all the neces- 
sary data, which are indispensable for acting properly in each case specified by you. 
Her Majesty's Government has issued proper and positive orders to the Captain- 
General of the Island of Cuba, to transmit immediately all the documents and 
information, necessary for enlightening the Government in an affair of so great im- 
portance, and to enable it to propose to Her Majesty the most just and proper 
determination to be come to. 

With the object of preventing as much as possible, that British subjects should 
suffer any injury or annoyance, either in their persons or property, on the part of 
the authorities of that Island, the said Captain-General, by order of Her Majesty, 
has been further commanded to make use of all his zeal and vigilance, for prevent- 
ing any excess on their part in the discbarge of their duties, supposing such to have 
been the case, particularly towards British subjects, with whose Sovereign such 
intimate and agreeable relations unite the Queen Regent, and which Her Govern- 
ment endeavours to preserve and draw closer by all means in its power. 

Immediately the Uovemment receives the information and data required {com 
the Captain-General of Cuba, it will devote its attention to their examination, and 
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will k>se no time in conmmnicating to you the determination, which Her Majtstjr 
may think proper to adopt upon the subject in question. 

I avail myself, &c. 
(Signed) MAURICIO CARLOS DE ONIS. 

TheBritUh Minister. 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



Second Enclosure in No. 2. 
The Earl of Clarendon to M. de Onis. 
SiB, Madrid, Jaiwairy 26, 1839. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency's note of the 18th inst., 
in answer to mine of the 26th November last, respecting the conduct of the autho- 
rities of St. Jago de Cuba, in six diflferent distinct cases, towards British subjects. 

Your Excellency is pleased to inform me, that the Government of Her Catholic 
Majesty is unable to satisfy the demands of my Government on this subject, for 
want of the data required in each of these cases, and that the most peremptory 
orders have been despatched to the Captain General of Cuba, to remit all the do- 
cuments and information, -necessary to enable the Government to come to a resolu- 
tion* 

I regret extremely to observe to Your Excellency, that this is the invariable 
answer I receive, whenever my Government instructs me to make a representation 
with respect to the conduct of the authorities of Cuba ; and up to the present mo- 
ment, I have never found that any other effect was produced than a formal denial, 
as was to be expected, of all the charges, by the very parties accused. 

One of the cases which I brought before the notice of Her Catholic Majesty's 
G-ovemment in the note, to wliich that of your Excellency is an answer, is that of 
the treatmait of Mr. John Campbell. I laid all the circumstances of it, and* 
they are of a very grave description, before Her Catholic Majesty's Government, 
in my note to the Count Ofalia, on the 26th of January last year. 

On the 31st of the same month, I was informed by His Excellency, almost in the 
same terms as those now used by Your Excellency, that information had been 
sought respecting Mr. Campbell's treatment from the Captain-General of Cuba, 
and that he was charged to remit it without delay, in order that Her Majesty m^t 
adopt such measures as suited the case. I am now writing on the anniversary of 
the date of my note, and up to the present moment I am not aware that the Cap- 
tain-General has ever given an answer. It has not been that the Government of 
Her Catholic Majesty has not been reminded on the subject, — for, on the 1st of 
October, in pursuance of the pressing instructions of my Government, Lord Wil- 
liam Hervey, charged with this mission during my absence, addressed a further 
note to the Duke de Frias on the subject. The Duke de Frias answered a few 
days afterwards precisely in the usual terms, that before a resolution could be 
taken, he must have information from Cuba, and this information he was daily 
expecting. I presume it has never arrived, for in your EJxcellecy's note of the 
1 8th instant, your Excellency is pleased to inform me, that the Grovemment has no 
data by which to be guided in forming a judgment in any of the caaes cmnplained 
of. Your Excellency cannot be surprised that I should expect the same fate for 
the other representations : viz., that after being repeatedly told that they have been 
referred to the proper authorities for information, in all probability another year 
will elapse before my Government has the satisfaction of learning, that the Captain- 
General of Cuba has condescended to answer the complaint. Such being in gene- 
ral the history of cases connected with that Island, it is with infinite pain and 
regret, that I am compelled not to attach the importance, which I should be most 
happy to do, to the flattering assurances of your Excellency's note, '' that the 
Captain-General of Cuba was directed to employ his most zesdoas efforts in the 
protection of the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty, between whom and your 
august Sovereign, the most intimate and satisafactory relations subsist, and which 
Her Majesty's Government strive to preserve by every effort in their power." 

Such expressions as these, I would take the liberty to observe to your Excellency, 
amount either to much, or to nothing. I, for my part, have long striven to give 
them all the solidity and utility of a truth. I cannot, however, but confess, that, 
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when I regard the long list of cases, in which wrongs committed against British 
subjects, within the range of the power of the Captain -General ot Cuba, have 
never been compensated, and in most instances not even explained, it is in vain that 
I endeavour to leel confidence in these friendly professions. 

The best comment that can be made on the correctness of this observation, is the 
course which I have already stated to Your Excellency's predecessor in office, the 
British Government may find itself compelled to take. Aware as Your Excellency 
is of the deep interest taken in the prosperity of Spain by the Government of Her 
Britannic Majesty, of its anxiety to see the cause of Her Catholic Majesty invested 
with all moral dignity, and of the extent of^e sacrifices which that Government 
has already made m favour of this country ; Your Excellency will acknowledge that it 
would only be under a profound feeling of injury, and influenced by a painful sense of 
duty, that instructions were giveA to me to request of the Spanish Government, as 
I did in my note of the 26th of November last, that that of Her Britannic Majesty 
should he relieved from the necessity of obtaining redress, through the Admiral 
commanding on the West Indian station. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 

His Excellency Don Mauricio Carlos de Onis. 
8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No, 3. 
The Earl of Clarendon to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received February 12.) 

My Lord, Madrid, February 2, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose the copy and translation of a note which 
I have received from M. de Onis, in reply to mine of the 23d ult., a copy of which 
was enclosed in my despatch of the 26th ultimo to your Lordship, respecting the 
liberation of the negro boy Wellington, now detained at St. Jago de Cuba. 

(Signed) ' CLARENDON. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
8fc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 3. 
(Translation.) 

M, de Onis to the Earl of Clarendon. 

Sir, Madrid, January 31, 1839. 

In answer to the note, whiiih you were pleased to address to me on the 23d 
instant, by order of your Government, requesting that a negro boy called Welling- 
ton, who had been kidnapped at Montego Bay in Jamaica in 1834, and afterwards 
sold to an individual named Garcia, at Santiago de Cuba, should be liberated and 
delivered over to the British Consul at that port, I have the honour to inform you, 
that, under this date, I address the necessary orders to the Captain-General of the 
Island of Cuba, in order that he may administer justice, and cause the negro in 
question to be returned in the manner you indicate, should such be proper, as is 
to be inferred from the sfcitement contained in your note ; the principal object of 
Her Majesty the August Queen Regent, and of Her Government, being to accredit 
on all occasions their impartiality and love of justice ; as also, the consideration due 
to the wishes of her faithful friend and ally, the August Queen of Great Britain. 

I avail myself, &c. 
MAURICIO CARLOS DE ONIS. 
The Earl of Clarendoti, 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 
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No. 4. 
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Clarendon. 
My Lord, Foreign Office, February 20, 1839. 

I REFER you to my Despatch to Lord William Hervey, marked Slave 
Trade, of the 29th of September, 1838, stating that Her Majesty's Government 
accepted tlie offer of the Spanish Government to permit the black troops of the 
" Romney'* hulk to go occasionally on shore ; and I herewith transmit to you, for 
communication to the Spanish Government, a copy of a Despatch, and of its en- 
closures, from Her Majesty's Commissioners at the Havana, by which you will 
perceive that the Royal Order, to the effect proposed by the Spanish Government, 
had not been received by the Captain-General of Cuija, at so late a date as the 20th 
December, 1838. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON, 

The Earl of Clarendon, G.C.B., 

8fc. Sfc. 8fc* 

Enclosure in No. 4. 

Havana Commissioners, December 24, 1838. 
(See Qass A, No. 37, p. 100.) 

No. 5. 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Clarendon, 

My Lord, Foreign Office, March 5, 1839. 

With reference to my Despatch to you. Slave Trade, of the 20th ult., 
respecting the order promised by the Spanish Government, for permitting the 
black troops of the " Romney" hulk to go occasionally on shore ; I herewith trans- 
mit to you a copy of a letter, and of its enclosure, from the Colonial Department, 
showing that, on the 18th of January last, the date of that enclosure, the troops in 
question had not yet been permitted to land. 

I have accordingly to instruct you to ask the Spanish Government, at what time 
the necessary orders, on this matter, were sent to the Governor of Cuba. 

I am, &c. 
The Earl of Clarendoti, (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



Enclosure in No. 5. 

Mr. Stephen to Mr. Backhouse. 

Sir, Colonial Office, February 18, 1839. 

With reference to previous correspondence, on the subject of the occasional 
landing of the black troops on board the " Romney," I am directed by Lord 
Glenelg to transmit to you, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, the accom- 
panying copy of a despatch from the Superintendent at Havana, representing, 
that the restrictions in regard to the landing, of the guard, had not, at the date of 
his Despatch, been removed. 

I am, &c. 

^„ „ ^ (Signed) JAS. STEPHEN. 

J. Backhouse^ Esq. 
^c. 8fc. 8fc. 



Sub-Enclosure in No. 5. 

Dr. Madden to Sir G. Grey. 

Sir, Havana, January 18, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of 5th 
November last, oa the subject of the several applications made by Her Majesty's 
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Government to the Spanish Minister, for permission for the black troops on board 
of Her Majesty's ship " Romney" to land occasionally ; together with the corre- 
spondence and the communications, of Count Ofalia, and the Captain-General of 
Cuba. 

The Chief Commissioners having received instructions from Viscount Palmer- 
ston to apply to the Captain-General, for the arrangement of terms eventually 
conceded by the Spanish Grovemment, an application to this effect was made by 
the Commissioners in the past month to the Captain-General, and a reply was 
received, stating tiiat no orders had yet been communicated to him by his 6oveni- 
ment, but that, whenever he received them, they should be carried into effect. 

The soldiers on board the " Ronmey," therefore, remain subject to the same 
restrictions ; but in the course of a week or two, should no further answer be 
received, I shall suggest to the Conmiissioners the propriety of again addressing 
His Excellency on this subject. 

I have, &c. 

Sir G. Grey, (Signed) R. R. MADDEN. 

£fc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 6. 
The Earl of Clarendon to F'iscount Palmerston. — (Received March 11.) 
My Lord, Madrid, March 2, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's De- 
spatches of the 29th January, and the 20th February. 

I enclose the copy of a note, which, in conformity with the instructions contained 
in your Lordship's Despatch of January 29, 1 have addressed to M. Perez deGastro, 
applying for a further mitigation of the law, by which free negroes are prohibited 
from landing in Cuba. 

I have &c« 
(Signed) ' ' CLARENDON. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 6. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Don Evaristo Perez de Castro. 

Sir, Madrid, February 26<A, 1839. 

Having transmitted to my Government the answer, which I received from 
your Excellency's predecessor, on the subject of the treatment to which British 
subjects, being free negroes and men of colour, are exposed on arriving, as part of 
the crew of British vessels trading to Cuba, I have now the honour to inform Your 
Excellency, that my Government, observing that, according to the last r^ulations 
on the subject, individuals of colour arriving oiF the island are liable to be seixed 
and thrown into prison, on account of their colour, unless the Captain or owner of 
the vessel in which they arrive shall enter into a bond of 1000 hard d<dlar8, en- 
gaging that none of the individuals in question shall c(mie ashore, during the tixBe the 
vessel remains in a port of the island, has instructed me to make an earnest appli- 
cation to your Excellency for the further mitigation of this law. 

Did it appear that this regulaticm — ^which imposes so considerable a privation 
upon free and innocent individuals, repairing to Cuba for legitimate purposes, con- 
nected with the friendly communication between the dominions of other Fowers and 
the colonies of Spain — were necessary for the internal security of the island, in 
that case the Government of Her Britannic Majesty would uinioubtedly abstain 
from any complaint on the subject. Convinced, however, that no injury could pos- 
sibly accrue to the colony, by permitting persons employed on board of British ves- 
sels occasionally to land, under the due surveillance of the authorities, I beg to 
appeal, not only to Your Excellency's sense of humanity, but likewise to that coBsi- 
deration which is due to the free and industrious subjects of a friendly power ; and 
to ask Your Excellency whether it can be necessary that individuals, who are enjoy- 
ing every privilege to which their fellow-countrymen are entitled, shoidd, on their 
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arming at tke siiora of a friendly Tower, be treated as men infected with some 
phyfflc^ or moral pestilence. 

It has become more especially incumbent upon my Government to nntake this 
application^ now that slavery has been abolished in the British colonies ; for it may 
be expected that many free negroes^ as well as free men of colour^ will be em- 
ployed in navigating ships trading from island to island in the West Indies ; and 
thus the Spanish law in question will every day become more and moi-e vexatious 
to British commerce. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 

To His EiJcceUency Don Evaristo Perez de Cctstro, 
Sfc. Sfc. Sf€. 



No. 7. 
Tke Earl of Clarendon to VUcount PaJmerston.-^iReccived March 18.) 
My Lord, Madrid, March 1th, 1839- 

I HAVE the honour to enclose the copy of a note, whidi, in conformity with 
the instructions contained in your Lordship's Despatch of the 20th February last, 
I have addressed to M. Perez de Castro, informing his Excellency that on the 20th 
December last, the Royal Order to permit the occasional landing of the black 
soldiers of the " Romney'* had not been received at the Havana. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON, 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
8fc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 7. 
The Earl of Clarendon to Don Evaristo Perez de Castro. 

Sia, Madrid, March Ath, 1839. 

With reference to Count Ofalia*s note of the 31st of August last, 
communicating to Lord William Hervey the resolution of Her Catholic Majesty to 
permit the black soldiers of the " Romney," stationed at the Havana, to occasionally 
go ashore, under certain restrictions, and offering to transmit a Royal Order to that 
effect, in case of these conditions being accepted by Her Britannic Majesty's Govern- 
ment, and to my note of October 18th last, to his Excellency the Duke de Frias, 
stating that Her Britannic Majesty's GoveiTiment consented to the arrange- 
ment, I have now the honour to inform your Excellency, • that up to as late as the 
20th December last, no such Royal Order had been received at the Havana. 

I therefore take the liberty of requesting that, in the case of any omission having 
occurred, Your Excellency will be pleased to direct that immediate steps may 
be taken to correct the error. 

I have, &c. 
(SiVned) CLARENDON. 

To His EcaceUency Don Evaristo Perez de Castro, 
S^e. Sfc. (^. 



No. 8. 
Mr. Southern to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received April 1.) 

My Lord, Madrid, March 23rd, 1839. 

In conformity with the instructions contained in your Lordship's Despatch* 
marked Slave Trade, of the 5th instant, I have addressed a note to M. Perez de 
Castro (of which I have the honour to enclose a copy), requiring to know the time 
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when the Government of Her Catholic Majesty sent out orders to the Captain 
General of Cuba, to permit the black troops of the "Romney" occasionally to ^o 
on shore. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY SOUTHERN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmeraton, G.C.B. 
8fc. 8fc. 8fc. 



Enclosure in No. 8. 
Mr. Southern to M. Perez de Castro. 
Sir, Madrid, March 20M, 1839. 

With reference to a note, which the Earl of Clarendon addressed to Your 
Excellency, on the 4th instant, stating that the order which Her Catholic Majesty's 
Government had engaged to transmit to the Captain-Greneral of Cuba, for permit- 
ting the black troops of the *^ Romney " to go occasionally on shore, had not been 
received by that officer on the 20th of December last, I have now the honour to in- 
form Your Excellency, that, even up to the 18th January, the troops in question had 
not been allowed to land. I have accordingly been instructed by my Government 
to ask Your Excelltency, at what time the necessary orders on this matter were sent 
to the Governor of Cuba. 

T navg £cc 

(Signed) HENRY SOUTHERN. 

His JEofcellencf/ Don E. P. de Castro, 

8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 9. 
Viscount Talmerston to Mr. Southern. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 12, 1839. 

You will perceive, from the accompanying papers, that the Captain-General 
of Cuba has declined to make public the Royal Order of Madrid, of the 2nd of 
November, 1838, directing him to adopt the most efficacious means for putting an 
end to the contraband trade in slaves in Cuba. 

You will communicate to the Spanish Government the substance of these papers, 
and urge them to signify the commands of Her Catholic Majesty to the Captain^ 
General, for the immediate publication of this order. 

You will point out to the Spanish Minister the unsatisfactoiy nature of the reason, 
which the Captain-General assigns for not publishing the order, and which amounts 
to this, that, because the order specifically applies to Cuba, it is therefore unfitting 
that the people of Cuba should be made aware of its existence. 

It is not, however, by a tardy and reluctant publication of the royal order, un- 
accompanied by corresponding measures, that the Captain-General will effectually 
carry into execution the intentions of his Sovereign. 

The Slave Trade of Cuba still increases, notwithstanding the solemn compact 
which Spain has entered into with Great Britain for its utter extinction, and not- 
withstanding the repeated orders, publicly given by the Sovereign and Govern- 
ment of that country, faithfully to execute that compact. 

The fact is, that these orders, even when published, are rendered powerless 
against the Slave Trade of Cuba, by the determined supineness of the local authori- 
ties ; and the Treaty, and all laws for fulfilling it, must obviously be ineffective 
towards putting down the trade in Cuba, until the authorities of that island shall 
evince an honest determination to fulfil the expressed commands of their Sovereign, 
by punishing those who transgress those commands. You will therefore, in pres$- 
ing the Government of Spain to issue orders for the due publication of the Decree 
against Slave Ti-ade, call their attention to the fact, which the correspondence of 
the Havana Commissioners already communicated to you amply shows, that these 
royal orders, even when promulgated, have not been carried into effect ; and that the 
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honour of the Spanish Crown, and the character of good faith attached to the Span- 
ish name, require, that the Royal word should not any longer be suflfered to remain, 
as it now is in Cuba^ null, and of no effect. 

I am, &c. 
Henry Southern, Esq., (Signed) . PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



First Enclosure in No. 9. 

Havana Commissioners' Despatch, of February \th, 1839. 

(See Class A. No. 45, page 115.) 



Second Enclosure in No. 9. 

Mr. Stephen to Mr, Backhouse. 
Sir, Cohnial Office, April 5, 1B39. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Normanby to transmit to you herewith, for the 
information of Viscount Palmerston, copy of a letter from Her Majesty's Super- 
intendent at Havana, jrepresenting that the instructions, or Royal Orders, obtained 
from the Spanish Government at the instance of Her Majesty's Ministers, and 
intended to have effect at Havana, are wholly inoperative there, whenever they are 
at variance with the interests of the Slave Trade ; and adducing, in support of that 
statement, the fact, that the last Treaty entered into between the two Powers for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade has been deprived of its great value, in consequence 
of the proposed penalty for the infraction of the Treaty never having been promul-> 
gated at Havana. 

T have &c« 

(Signed) JAS. STEPHEN. 

J. Backhouse, Esq. 
Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



Sub-Enclosure in No. 9, 

* 

Dr. Madden to Lord Glenelg. 

My Lord, Havana, February 27th, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Despatch 
of the 15th December, on the subject of the insufficiency of the reasons proposed 
for the removal of the ^' Ronmey,*' in the Despatch of Her Majesty's Judge, on the 
10th of August last. The black troops on board that vessel, I regret to have to 
state to your Lordship, are still prevented from coming on shore. 

Another application was made in the preceding week to the Captain-General on 
this subject, by Captsdn Henderson, of Her Majesty's ship ** Edinburgh." The reply 
of the Captain-General was, that he had received no instructions on the subject 
from his Government. In fact, any instructions or royal orders obtained from our 
Government from the Spanish, that are supposed here to be at variance with the 
interests of the Slave Trade, are wholly inoperative, and of no effect. Though desi- 
rous of avoiding to enter into any matters, the notice of which belongs to the 
depailment of Her Majesty's Commissioners, in proof of the utter disregard paid 
here to those instructions to the Captain-General, obtained with so much difficulty 
from the Spanish Government, I may be permitted to state, with respect to the recent 
Royal Decree, addressed at the instance of Lord Palmerston to the authorities here, to 
cmrry into effect the alleged bond fide desire of the Spanish Government to prevent 
the introduction of bozal negroes, under any flag, into this Island, that the Captain- 
General has refused the Commissioners to publish that order in the public papers, 
on the ground of its being opposed to the public interest of this place so to do. 
Class B. — Further Series. C 
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Further, I might adduce the fact, that the new Treaty of 1835 has been deprived 
of its great T«due, in consequence of the promised penalty of the infraction of this 
Treaty never having been promulgated here up to this period. 

T have &c 
The Right Hon. Lard Glenelg, (Signed) ' * R. R. MADDEN. 

Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 10. 
Visc(mnt Palmerston to Mr, Southern. 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 12th, 1839. 

With reference to my previous correspondence vritti Her Majesty's Envoy 
at Madrid, respecting British negroes kidnapped and* held in slavery in Cuba, I 
herewith transmit to you copies of a communication, which I have received upon 
this subject from Her Majesty's Consul at Havana. '^ 

You will make use of the contents of this communication, in order to strengthen 
such representations as you may have to make to the Spanish Government, to in- 
duce it to give orders, that the kidnapped negroes may be given up, and that Spar 
nish subjects, convicted of being concerned in kidnapping theth, may be duly 
punished. 

I am. Sea. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Henry Southern, Esq., 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



Enclosure in No, 10. 



Mr. Tolmi to Viscount Palmerston. — Havana, December 4th, 1838. 

(See No. 18, page 21.) ^ ' 

No. 11. 
Mr. Southern to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received April 15.) 

My Lord, Madrid, April 6th, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose to your Lordship the copy and translation of a 
note, which I have received from M. Perez de Castro, in answer to the Earl of 
Clarendon's note of the 4th, and mine of the 20th, ultimo, addressed to His EIx- 
cellency, requiring to know when the orders were transmitted by this Government 
to the Captain- General of Cuba, to allow the black soldiers of the "Romney" to 
go ashore occasionally. 

Your Lordship will perceive, that the order has never been sent, and that 
with a view of repairing the omission as far as laid in his power, M. Perez de 
Castro requested to learn from me, if I had any means at my command, of procuring 
the conveyance of this order to its destination, in some more expeditious manner 
than by the Spanish post. 

Although I could not assure His Excellency that I had, I was too apprehensive 
of further delay or neglect, not to avail myself of the oflfer, in order to obtain pos- 
session of a duplicate of the Instructions. 

I accordingly wrote to M. Perez de Castro the note, of which I have the honour 
to enclose a copy, and have this day received a letter addressed to the Captain- 
General of Cul3a, which His Excellency has infonned me contains the orders in 
question. This letter I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY SOUTHERN, 

^t* Excellency Viscount Palmerston^ G.C.B. 
8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SPAIN. U 

First Enclosure in No. 11. 

M. Perez de Castro to Mir. Southern. 

Sib,. Madrid, Jlpril 3rd, 1839. 

Having had the honour of receiving the notes, which my Lord the Earl of 
Clarendon and you were pleased to address to me on the 4th and 20th ult., stating that 
the- order whi^ Her Majesty's Government offered to send to the Captain-General 
of the Island of Cuba^ to allow the black soldiers on board the '^ Romney" bulk, 
stationed at the Havana to go on shore occasionally, under certain restrietions, 
had not yet been received by that authority in January last, I ordered that I 
should be immediately made acquainted with this affair. Having minutely ex- 
amined all the papers, I have observed with regret, that the communication whick 
ought to have been made to the above Captain-General, in consequence of the 
British Government having accepted the conditions expressed in the Count* of 
Ofalia's note of 31st August last, was not forwarded ; this omission arismg a» I 
have clearly perceived, from the change of the ministry, which has subsequently 
prolonged the invohmtary error. 

Having therefore discovered this delay, I have the honour to inform you, that I 
have given instructions that, by the first packet that sails for the Havana, a 
peremptory order shall be sent to that Captain-General, acquainting him that it is 
Her Majesty's desire, in just deference to the wishes expressed by the Govern- 
ment of Her Britannic Majesty, that he shall permit the above-mentioned black 
soldiers to land, under the conditions consented to by the said Government, as a 
mariced proof of ^ the high consideration, which Her Majesty entertains of the 
loyal and singularly estimable conduct, observed towards Spain by her intimate 
Ally, the Queen of Great Britain. 

But, desirous to make up as far as possible, for the time which has been lost 
through an involuntary accident, and to find the most expeditious means of the esAd 
order arriving with all celerity at its destination, I beg you will be pleased to in- 
form me if you possess {iny medium more rapid than the Spanii^ packet, in order 
that, in this event, I may have the honour of transmitting to you toe sidd order, for 
the purpose of your causing it to reach the hands of the Captain-General of the 
Island of Cuba^ 

I avail mjrself, 8pc. 
(Signed) EVARISTO PEREZ DE CASTRO. 

The British Charge d' Affaires, 
Sfc. 8f€. ifc. 



Second Enclosure in No. LI. 
Mn Sotitkem to Don Bbaristo Perex, de Casiro^ 

Sm, Miidrid, April 5ik, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge having received this evening your Ex- 
cellency's note, dated the 3rd instant, respecting the involuntary omissieo, which 
has takenplace, in the communication of Her Catholic Majesty's orders to the 
Captain-General of Cuba, respecting the occasional landing of the black soldiers 
of uie " Romney" hulk, in the port of the Havass, 

rfeel certain that I do not venture too much in assorfng-jrour Excellency, that 
my Government will duly appeciate your Excellency's anxiety to repair the co» 
sequences'of the unintentional neglect that has occurred; and I hasten to inform 

Jour Excellency that, if it should suit your convenience to confide to my hands a 
uplicate of Her Catholic Majesty's orders to the Captain-General of Cuba, I 
will, by the extraordinary courier of to-morrow night, transmit it to Her Britannic 
Majes^'s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and I have no doubt that his 
Lordslup will have at his disposal speedy means of conveying the Despatch to the 
Havana. I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY SOUTHERN. 

His E(£celkn€y Don Evaristo de Vastro. 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 

_ 
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No. 12. 

Vtsc(mnt Palmerston to General Alava. 

The Undersigned, &c., has to inform General Alava, &c., that Her Majesty's 
Government have fully considered the note which, on the 28th of March, 1838, M. 
d'Aguilar addressed to the Undersigned, respecting the conduct of Lieutenant Bosan- 
quet, of her Majesty*s ship ** Leveret," towards the Spanish slave vessel " Diogenes,'* 
in the harbour of Mozambique. In that note M. d'Aguilar states, that the Spanish 
Government have learnt with satisfaction, that Her Majesty's Government have 
admitted the principal facts alleged against Lieutenant Bosanquet, and that orders 
hare been issued to prevent the recurrence of similar irregularities in future. 

But M. d'Aguilar proceeds to state, that this declaration will not be considered 
sufficient ; and that the law of nations, as well as common law, requires reparation 
for the offence offered to the flags of Spain and Portugal, and for the injury suf- 
fered by the captain and owners of the '* Diogenes :*' And M. d'Aguilar, on this 
last-mentioned ground, requires, in his note, that Her Majesty's Government shall 
admit a claim, preferred by the owner of the " Diogenes,* for the sum of 181,855 
dollars, as compensation for the losses, and damages, occasioned to him in conse- 
quence of the detention of his vessel at Mojambique by Lieutenant Bosanquet. 

In answering this demand, the Undersigned thinks it necessary to take a brief 
review of the circumstances, under which the alleged insult towards the Spanish 
fla^, and the alleged injustice towards Captain Peoli, took place. 

It appears, from Lieutenant Bosanquet's official report, that on the 9th Septem- 
ber, 1836, in latitude about 25° south, and longitude 44° 30' east, the boats of 
Her Majesty's ship " Leveret" were sent to board a brig under Spanish colours, 
suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade ; that those boats were fired upon 
when within a few yards of the brig, and were repulsed with the loss of one man 
killed and three men wounded ; that Lieutenant Bosanquet proceeded to Mozam- 
bique, and communicated these facts to the local authorities, and requested, that if 
the pu'atical brig which had committed the offence should touch at Mogambique, 
she might be detained ; that on the 25th of the same month of September, 1836, a 
brig, to all appearance the same which had fired upon the boats of Her Majesty's 
ship " Leveret," was seen off the bar of Mozambique ; and that Lieutenant Bosan- 
quet, actuated by an anxiety to prevent the escape of her crew, ran alongside of 
her, and immediately took possession of her ; and that the brig thus taken posses- 
sion of proved to be the ''Diogenes^" bound from the Havana, and carrying 
8 guns and 56 men. 

It further appears, that the brig was fitted for the reception of slaves, her crew 
having been seen to throw the large boilers overboard, whilst the " Leveret's" crew 
were in the act of boarding her : And althoiigh M. d'Aguilar asserted, from infor- 
mation communicated to him, that Lieutenant Bosanquet was obliged to acknowledge 
that neither the " Diogenes'' nor her boats, nor her crew had attacked the boats of 
the ''Leveret" at sea, the papers transmitted by Lieutenant Bosanquet directly con- 
tradict that information ; and prove, that the captain and crew of the " Diogenes'* 
were recognised by the officers and men of the *' Leveret,'' as being the very same 
individuals who had fired upon the boats of the '* Leveret ;" and one of the men 
belonging to the *' Diogenes," when accused of having been concerned in the 
attack, answered, that he was below in the " Diogenes," when the firing fi-om that 
vessel into the boats of the ** Leveret" took place. 

The statement, which M. d'Aguilar transmitted to this office, contains an asser- 
tion, that Her Majesty's ship " Leveret" killed several' of the crew of the '* Dio 
genes" This assertion, however, is positively denied by Lieutenant Bosanquet ; 
and it is not borne out by the evidence taken before the authorities of Mozambique ; 
for that evidence specifies the nature of the hurts received by each person on board 
the " Diogenes ;" and no mention is made in that evidence of the death of any one 
of the crew. On the other hand, it is stated by Lieutenant Bosanquet, that he had 
given orders, that no violence should be employed in taking possession of the vessel ; 
and he adds, that the only fire-arm made use of by the boarding party was a pocket- 
pistol, which was discharged once, and without effect. It is, however, admitted, 
that a black man did use some violence in securing the Spanish crew below ; but 
that man was punished by Lieutenant Bosanquet for having so misconducted him- 
self. 

After these proceedings, the " Diogenes" was forcibly taken possession of by the 
'Portuguese authorities. 
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Upon full consideration of these circumstances, the Undersigned has to request, 
that General Alava will state to his Government, that Her Majesty's Government 
does not think, that there is sufficient reason to require, that it should make any 
further reparation for the oflFence committed against the flags of Spain and Por- 
tugal ; and it does not consider it necessary to give any compensation for any losses, 
which may have been sustained by the owners of the slave vessel " Diogenes.'' 

Her Majesty's Government, on the contrary, have demanded from the Portu- 
guese Government, that the Spanish piratical slave vessel " Diogenes,'* now hfeld in 
deposit by the Portuguese autnorities, shall be given up, together with her crew, 
to the British Government, for the purpose of being sent to Sierra Leone, in order 
to be there tried for slave trading, by the Mixed British and Spanish Court of Jus- 
tice established at that place ; and the Undei-signed is persuaded, that the sense of 
honour and the love of justice, which so invariably characterize the conduct of the 
Spanish Government, will lead that Government to join its efforts to those of Her 
Majesty's Government, for the purpose of inducing the Portuguese Government to 
comply with the just demand of Her Majesty's Government in this matter. 

The Undersigned, &c., 
(Sign'ed) PALMERSTON. 

Foreign Office, 22nd April, 1839. 

T'o General Alava. 
Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 13. 

General Alava to Viscount Palmerston. 

El infrascrito, Enviado Extraordinario, y Af inistro Plenipotenciario de Su 
Magestad Cat61ica cerca de Su Magestad Britanica, tienela honra deacusar aSu 
Excelencia my Lord Palmerston, Principal Secretario de Estado de Negocios Es- 
trangeros de Su Magestad Britanica, el recibo de la nota que se ha servido dirigirle, 
con fecha 22 del corriente, en contestacion k la del Senor Don Manuel Maria 
Aguilar, de 28 de Marzo de 1838, relativa a laconductaobservada en el Puerto de 
Mozambique, por el Teniente de la marina real Inglesa, y Comandante de bergan- 
tin de guerra " Leveret," contra el bergantin mercante Espafiol '* Diogenes,'* su 
Capitan Don Juan Peoli. 

Kefiriendose a las comunicaciones trasmitidas al Gobierno Britanico por Mr. 
Bosanquet, se manifiestan en la nota a que contesta el infrascrito, las circumstan- 
cias que precedieron k la captura del Diogenes ; deduciendo de ellas el Gobierno 
de Su Magestad Britdnica, que no tan solo no cree hallarse en el caso de deber 
ofrecer una reparacion por el insulto cometido contra el pabellon Espaiiol y Portu- 
gu6s, y una indemnizacion k los propietarios del referido Bergantin Espaiiol ; sino 
que, por el contrario, ha creido justo solicitar del Gobierno Portugues la entrega de 
aquel, para que, enviado k Sierra Leone, sea juzgado por la Comision, alii esta* 
blecida. "* 

Es de tal naturaleza la contradiccion, que desdeluegose observaentre los papeles 
y documentos presentados por el Capitan del *' Diogenes" y los informes del Teni- 
ente Bosanquet, que el infrascrito se ve obligado ^ referirse k su Gobierno, al que se 
apresura a commuuicar la mencionada nota de Su Excelencia, para que, recayendo 
la resolucion que sea conveniente, pueda dccidirse este asunto, segun los principios 
de justicia y de derecho, que Su Excelencia my Lord Palmerston reconoce ser tan 
proprios del Gobierno de Su Magestad Catolica, y de los cuales nunca se desira 
este, cuando se dirige k la iustificada imparcialidad de un Gabinete amigo, como lo 
es el de Su Magestad Britanica. 

El infrascrito aprovecha, &c. 

(Signed) MIGUEL DE ALAVA. 

81, Harley Street, Abril 26, de 1839. 

Al Excekntisimo Sefior Vizconde de Palmerston^ 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



(Translation.) 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Her 
Catholic Majesty to Her Britannic Majesty, has the honour to acknowledge to Lord 
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ViscouBt PalmerstoA, Her Britaimic Majesty's Principal Secretairy of ^ate for 
Foreign Affairs.; tbe receipt of the note which bo was pleased to address to the 
Undersigned on th« 22nd instant, in reply to that of Dcm Manuel Maoa de Aguikur 
of the SBth of Maffch, 1838» relative to tW conduct observed in the Port of .MoaEa»-> 
bique by a Lieutenant of the Royal English Navy, and Commander of the brig 
** Leveret/' against the Spaniah merchant brig '' Diogenes^ " Cfi^:tain Don, Joan 
Peoli. 

In reference to the communication transmitted to the British Government bjr 
Mr. Bosanquet^ the note to which the Undersigned is now replying, sets forth the 
circumstances which preceded the capture of the " Diogenes^'' from which the 
Government of Her Britannic Majesty infers^ that it not only needs not consider 
itself bound to offer a reparation for the insult committed agaiost the Spanish and 
Portuguese flags^ and an indemnity to the owners of the said Spanish brig, but thaA» 
on the contrary, it has deemed it right to apply to the Portuguese Government for 
the surrender oTthe latter, tiiat she may be sent to Sierra Leone and be adjudicated 
by the Commission there established. 

So great is the contradiction observable on the very first glance between the 
papers and document presented by the Captain of the ** Diogenes' and the reports 
of Lieutenant Bosanquet, that the Undersigned finds himselt under thenecessil^of 
referring to his Government, to whom he is going, without delay, to communicate 
the above note of his Lordship's, to the end mat, after the proper resolution shaU 
have been promulgated, this transaction may be decided, according to the principles 
of justice and law, which Lord Palmerston acknowledges to be respected by. the 
Government of Her Catholic Majesty, and which it always keeps in view, when 
it addresses itself to the well known impartiality of a friendly Government, such as 
that of Her Britannic Majesty. 

The Undersigned, &c. 
(Signed) MIGUEL DE ALAVA. 

81, Harley Street, 26th April, 1839, 

The Right Hon, Viscount Pahnerston, G. C B., 

|a. Sfc. Sfc. 



No.l4. 
Mr^ Southern to Viscount Palmerston, — (Received April 29.) 
MV LoRi>, Madrid, April 20, 1839^ 

With reference to Lord WilHam Hervey's despatches of the 14th 19A, 
21st, a^d 28th of. July, of' last year; to your Lordship, I have the honor to endose 
a copy and trsmslation of a note, which I have received from M. Perez de Castro, 
communicating the result of the inquiries, directed to be instituted at Cadiz; respect^ 
ing the vessels " Veloz*' bluA,'* Marinero/'^'svinch, it had been alleged, were fttiag 
out for the Slave Trade. 

(Signed) ' HENRY SOUTHERN: 

The' Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfp. Sfc. 8fc. 



Rrst Enclosure in No, 14. 

(Translation.) M. Perez de Castro to Mr. Southern^. 

Sir, Madrid, April 12, 1839. 

Under date of the 14th of June, 16th and 21st of July of last year, Count 
Ofalia had the honour to state to Her Britannic Majesty's Legation at this Court, 
that the Spanish Government, always anxious for the faithful observance of the 
Treaties between this country and Great Britain, had issued the most peremptory 
orders for instituting an inquiry into the facts, denounced to this Office by the said 
Legation, as having -been committed by the owners of the Spanish vessels ** Velox " 
and *^ Marinero,'' in contravention of the Treaty relative to the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, concluded between both nations in 1835, and for their punishment if 
guilty. . 
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The naval authorities, to whom these orders were given, have been as diligent 
and scrupulous in discharging them as Her Majesty desired, and as appears by the 
testimony of what has been done in Cadiz on the subject, transmitted by the Com- 
mandant-General of Marine of that department, in an official letter 6f 28th of 
August last, of which 1 have the honour to enclose a copy. From the above 
testimony it is proved, that the brigs " Vehz^' and ilfartwero " left Cadiz for the 
Havana in the middle of 1837, with all their papers in order, and that these vessels 
have not again presented themselves in the Bay, nor others with their names. 
However, some of the circumstances, which gave cause to suspect the aforesaid 
vessels, concurring in the Portuguese vessd ** Veteranoy' and the Spanish one 
" Feroz Africano^^ both cleared out for Gallinas, loaded with provisions and goods, 
at the penod cited by Lord William Hervey, an endeavour was made to find out if 
these vessels were the perpetrators of the crime imputed to the ^' Veloz '' and 
the " Marinero ;" but, notwithstanding the zeal displayed in attempting to discover 
the truth of the affair, nothing appears to have been proved to confirm legally the 
crime, the punishment of which has been solicited by Her Britannic Majesty's 
Legation, in notes of the 22nd June, 11th and 17th July last. 

Th\s brief explanation of the result of the diligent inquiry entered into in con- 
sequence of the aforesaid complaints, will, I hope, convince you that Her Majesty's 
Government and their authorities have not omitted any measure within their power, 
in order to discover the truth of the facts relative to the above-mentioned two 
vessels, and of the impossibility of clearing up this affair, in consequence of their 
having already sailed with their papers in order. 

I avail myself, &c. 
(Signed) EVARISTO PEREZ DE CASTRO. 

The British Charge d' Affaires, 
^. Sfc. 8fc. 



Second Enclosure in No. 14. 
(Translation.) 

, Don Jozt Rivero to the Minister of Marine. 
Commandant^ General of Marine — Department of Cadiz. 
Most Excellent Sir, St. Fernando, August 28, 1838. 

I HAVE taken up, with the delicacy and efficacy which they of themselves 
require, the fulfilment of the Royal Orders df 24th June last, communicated by 
TTour Excellency on the 26th, and that of the *s?5th of the following month, as an 
ampliation of the first, designated as secret, with respect to inquiring into the 
facts stated in the note of Her Britannic Majesty's Ambassador at this Court, and 
Tt^hich Your Excellency was pleased to accompany with the said Royal Orders, 
regarding the class of commerce in which the vessels •' J^doz " and ** Marinero *' 
are engaged, denounced as being employed in the illicit traffic of slaves, prohibited 
by the treaties concluded between the British and Spanish nations. In order to 
execute with the delicacy, care, and scrupulous reserve which the matter demands, 
the above-mentioned Royal Resolutions, I commissioned the Captain of the Navy, 
Don Pedro Micheo, to institute a secret inquiry, and investigate by all the means 
which his zeal might suggest, the whole subject, comprehended in the aforesaid 
notes ; and, at the same time, I addressed an official communication to the Com* 
mandant-General of the Province, in order that, as President of the Board of 
Commerce of Cadiz, he might separately inform me regarding the contents of the 
notes, of which I transmitted a copy; and his answer is encfosed. From it, and 
the process which was afterwards ampliated on receipt of the Royal Order of 25th 
July above mentioned. Your Excellency will be convinced of the impossibility of 
investigating such occurrences, when it is attempted after the vessels have put to 
sea, in which case it being only possible to acquire with certainty a knowledge of 
the lading registered, place they are bound for, and correctness of their outfit, as 
regards crew and naval objects for security at sea ; but if, under cover of the above 
articles, deceiving the vigilance of those appointed to guard against contraband, 
and everything opposed to licit commerce, they put on board things which may 
induce suspicion, that the object of their voyage may be distinct from that for which 
the vessels have cleared out, in this case I consider it as difficult to get at the 
truth, without surprising them in the proper time, as it is to penetrate the secret 
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intentions of a man. Under this impression, and adhering in all to what results 
from the ori^nal process, which I herewith transmit to Your Excellency, I can 
assure you that it is all that it is possible to ascertain, in consequence of the lapse 
of time since the facts stated by Her Britannic Majesty's Ambassador occurred ; 
all which I have the honour to submit to the consideration of Your Excellency, in 
observance of the said royal mandates, in fulfilment of my duty, and that Your 
Excellency may be pleased to instruct me regarding the determination adopted in 
this important matter. 

God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOZE PRIMO DE RIVERO. 
His JSa^cellency the Minister of Marine, 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 15. 

Mr. Henry Southern to Viscount Pcdmerston. — {Received May \Zth.) 

My Lord, Madrid, May 4th, 1839. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's Despatches of the 12th 
ultimo. In conformity with the instructions contained in the former of these 
Despatches, I have addressed a- note to M. Perez de Castro, of which I have the 
honour to enclose a copy to your Lordship, urging the Spanish Government to 
issue orders to the Captain-General of Cuba, for the publication of the Royal Decree 
of Madrid of the 2nd November, 1838, directing him to adopt the most efficacious 
means for putting an end to the contraband trade in Slaves in Cuba. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY SOUTHERN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmer ston, G.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 15. 
Mr. Southern to Don Evaristo Perez de Castro. 

Sir, Madrid, May 2nd, 1839. 

It is with profound regret that I inform your Excellency, that I find myself 
instructed to represent to the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, that in de- 
fiance of the solemn Treaties which have been celebrated between the kingdoms 
of Great Britain and Spain, for the suppression of the inhuman traffic in African 
slaves, this commerce is still carried on to a dreadful extent in the Island of 
Cuba, and that the importation of these unfortunate beings into that colony is daily 
increasing. 

Your Excellency is well aware, that by two Treaties the Crown of Spain is 
bound to put down this disgraceful trade in the Spanish Dominions. In consi- 
deration of the first Treaty referred to, the English nation paid a large sum of 
money to the late King of Spain ; it was, however, found defective, and the gene- 
rous and benevolent sentiments of the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, under 
a more enlightened system of policy, alone sufficed to induce Her Majesty the 
Queen Regent to conclude a new Treaty, in order to supply the deficiencies of the 
previous one. 

But a Treaty is worthless, unless the Executive Government resolves to carry 
its provisions into effect with good faith, or if it has not the force, or the resolution, 
to insist upon the obedience of the authorities who act under it. 

Her Britannic Majesty's Government is far from doubting either the good faith 
or the benevolent intentions of that of Her Catholic Majesty; on the contrary, 
there exist convincing proofs, that the mother country views with abhorrence a 
traffic, which, while it is the disgrace of the community Avhich protects it, is tiie 
bane of the colony which snatches, through its means, at a momentaiy advantage. 
But, whether arising from the effects of powerful local influence, or from the bene- 
ficent feelings of Her Catholic Majesty's Government not being shared by persons 
employed in the colonies, certain it is, that the authorities whose business it is to 
carry into execution the orders of the Queen of Spain in Cuba, do not, with respect 
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to this trade, discharge their functions with that efficacy which always attends the 
efforts of men, acting under the dictates of honest determination, and a sincere 
desire to perform their duty. 

I will recount to your Excellency a few cases of the landing of newly enslaved 
Africans in Cuba, and confine myself to the first week in January last: — 

On the 3rd of that month the Portuguese ship "^ma/ia,'* which was formerly 
well known as a Slave-ship, when under Spanish colours, and then named th(3 
'* Cavalho Marino y'* entered the harbour of Havana, having a short time previously 
landed more than 500 slaves on the coast. 

On the 4th of the same month, the Portuguese schooner *' Felicidade " entered 
the same harbour, having also, a few days previously, landed about 250 slaves on 
the coast. 

On the 7th of January last a ship, which only four months previously sailed 
from that harbour under American colours, then called the " Venus/* returned as 
the ** Duquexa de Braganza,*' and under the Portuguese flag, though there is 
ample reason to believe, that no valid transfer of the vessel was effected. This 
ship it is, I fear, indisputable, carried to Cuba the disproportionate number of 860 
slaves from the coast of Africa. — Eight hundred and sixty miserable human beings 
having been cooped up in a ship, during the long and perilous voyage from the 
coast of Africa to the shores of Cuba ! 

The vessel " Amalia," to which I first referred, took in her miserable cargo at 
Madagascar, above 700 in number, of whom no fewer than 200 died on the voyage. 

I cannot advert to these facts without horror, and I well know, that the succinct 
relation which I have felt myself bound to make of these atrocities, will afflict the 
benevolent feelings of Your Excellency. And yet this short extract from the annals 
of this horrid traffic, comprises only the occurrences of one week ! ' 

These facts, my Government has reason to believe, are well known to all the offi- 
cers of the local administration of Cuba. But surely they cannot hive reached the 
ears of the Captain-General of the Island, much less those of Her Majesty the 
Queen Regent. Most undoubtedly the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, 
whether under the presidency of Your Excellency or of any other liberal and 
enlightened Spaniard, could not do otherwise than look with grief and indignation 
on this continued violation, not only of the solemn compacts concluded between 
Great Britain and Spain, but of all the laws, human and divine, that we are univer- 
sally taught to respect. 

It is a poor subterfuge to say, as has been alleged, that in the present case the 
malefactor was Portuguese, and not Spanish. The evil-doer is of no country, — ^he 
Isolates the laws of all, — the Portuguese murderer is hanged by the laws of Spain, 
and there is no murder so cruel, no torture so exquisite, or so painfully prolonged, 
as that inflicted by the slave dealer upon his human cargo. 

If Your Excellency will be pleased to consult the archives of your office, it will 
be seen that these complaints are far from new. Previous to the year 1835, in spite 
of the Treaty of 1817, the number of vessels fitted out in Cuba, for the Slave 
Trade, daily increased, and scarcely a month passed that this Legation was not in- 
structed to lay the facts, proving tlus lamentable state of things, before the Spanish 
Government. At length the Treaty of 1835 was concluded, and it was hoped that 
the new clauses introduced into it, would have sufficed to produce some miti- 
gation in this branch of human 8u£fering. But zeal, and a determination to act up 
to the solenm engagements of the government, have been wanting on the part of 
Spanish agents. There has been a too easy leaning to popular prejudices or un- 
founded apprehensions, on the part of the authorities of the Queen of Cuba, on 
whom the pleadings of interested persons have had more influence, than a respect 
for the laws of humanity, or the dictates of national honour. 

Some portion of blame, I regret to state, must also rest upon the Government 
of Her Catholic Majesty itself. The Second Article of the Treaty of 1835, 
provides, that within two months after the exchange of ratifications, there shall be 
promulgated throughout the dominions of Her Catholic Majesty a penal law, 
inflicting a severe punishment on all those, Her Majesty's subjects, who shall, under 
any pretext whatsoever, take any part whatever in the traffic in slaves : This 
Article is even to this day unexecuted. Numerous are the promises which the 
Government of Her Catholic Majesty has made to this Legation on this-subject ; 
but not one has hitherto been fulfilled. This important omission is considered by 
well informed persons on the spot, as one of the principal causes of the obstinate 
perseverance of Spanish subjects, in fitting out ships for these abominable enterprises. 
Class B. — Further Series. D 
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On the other hand, my Government is far from being unwilling to acknowledge, 
that the best intentions have animated the Government of the metn^lis ; but of 
what avail are Royal Orders, issued to authorities who do not regard them ? of 
what avail are the best instructions, issued to persons whose system is a total 
neglect of them ? 

The Government of Her Catholic Majesty, in the Royal Order of Snd. November 
last year, transmitted to the Captain-General of Cul^, directed him to adopt the 
most efficacious means for putting an end to the contraband trade in slaves at 
Cuba. This order does credit to the principles of honour and benevolence, whidi 
animate the Government of Her Catholic Majesty ; it is an order which the 
authorities, acting under Her Catholic Majesty in that island, ought to have he&i 
proud to publish, and resolved to act upon. It nevertheless has not been permitted 
to see the light. 

The Commissioners of the Mixed Court at the Havana, have applied to the 
Captain-General, requesting that he would make the order I have alluded to 
public, in the customary manner* His Excellency has refused to do so, assigning 
a reason which amounts to this ; that because the order specifically appU^ to 
Cuba, it is therefcnre unfitting that the people of Cuba should be made aware of 
its existence. 

I am instructed to urge upon Your Excellency the necessity of this order being 
immediately published, in the usual manner ; and at the same time to observe, that it 
is not by a tardy and reluctant publication of the Royal Order, unaccompanied by 
corresponding measures, that the Captain-General will effectually carry into 
execution the intentions of his Sovereign. 

These orders, when published, are rendered powerless against the Slave Trade 
of Cuba, by the determined supineness of the local authorities ; and the Treaty, 
and all laws for fulfilling it, must obviously be ineffective, until the authorities of 
the island shall evince an honest determination, to carry into effect the expressed 
commands of their Sovereign, by punishing those who transgress these commaocb. 

In conclusion, I beg to solicit Your Excellency's most serious attention to this 
grave and important subject ; and most earnestly to request that some immediate 
steps may be taken upon it. Every hour lost is productive of misery and death. 
The honour of the Spanish Crown is concerned in the question ; the character of 
good faith attached to the Spanish name is placed in doubt ; the Royal word ought 
no longer to remain, as it now is in Cuba, a mere nullity, when it is not made 
a pretext for hypocrisy. 

i have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY SOUTHERN. 

Dan Evaristo Perez de Ca^trOy 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 16. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Southern. 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 18, 1839. 

I HAVE received your Despatch, marked Slave Trade, of the 4th instant^ 
enclosing copy of a note to the Spanish Minister, urging him to issue orders to the 
Captain-General of Cuba, for the publication of the Royal Decree of Madrid, of the 
2nd of November, 1838, for putting an end to the contraband trade in Slaves in 
Cuba: 

And I have the satisfaction of informing you, that I entirely approve of the 
note in question. 

I am, &c. 
Henry Southern, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

S;c. 8fc. 8fc. 
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No. 17. 
Mr. Tolme to discount Palnierston. — (Received January 12, 1839.) 

My Lord, Havana, 9Sth November, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship acopy of the list of 
vessels, supposed to be engaged in the Slave Trade, despatched from, and 
arrived at, this port in rhe month of October, as supplied to Her Majesty's 
Commissioners, after the correction of some defects, which they were enabled 
to point out. 

Of the vessels that left, the ^^Florida'' and '* Hasard'' were under the Ame- 
rican flag. Both arrived here from Baltimore, the one to the firm of Man La- 
nedo Alrisqueta and Co., by- whom she was afterwards cleared out, the other to 
tha t of Arrangon Doostent, and Co., by whom she was sold to Mr. Manegat,a 
name that already figures in the correspondence of the Commissioners. In order 
to trace, as far as possible, the connexion between the builders or purchasers in 
the United States, and the fitters-out in this place, of such vessels, 1 have written 
to our Consul, Mr. MacTavish^ requesting him to fnrnish me with all the infor- 
mation which he can procure oh the subject, and shall, at the proper season, 
wait on your Lordship with his reply. The " Vigilante^'' the *' Sin Ygual*' 
and the *^ AmaUa^ are the same ships that arrived in September and October. 
Of the vessels that landed cargoes in October, the principal number are among 
those already denounced by Her Majesty's Commissioners, as engaged in the 
Slave Trade! They all discharged on the south side of the island ; part at 
Guaniman, part near Trinidad. Another Portuguese brig also arrived here in 
October, strongly suspected of having been engaged in the Slave Trade, the 
^^ Escorpion ;" but as Mie came in ballast from St. Jago, whence she had regu- 
larly cleared from this place, I have deferred to include her in my report, 
until I receive a list, promised me by Mr. Consul Hardy, of all vessels that 
have landed slaves in nis district, wherein she will ho doubt be found. 

My agent in Matanzas has not heard of any arrival in that neighbourhood 
during the month of October. The persons to whom I had applied for infor- 
mation on such subjects in Trinidad have declined giving it, fearful of making 
themselves inimical to their neighbours ; but I expect, before another month 

f asses, to meet with a correspondent bi)ld enough to furnish the intelligence 
require. 

Mr. Consul Hardy promised me, as I have observed above, the desired notices 
from St. Jago ; and I have no doubt of being able to procure, if not interfered 
with, information on these points from all parts of the island. 

The Spanish schooner " Salome j' or, as she is sometimes called, ** Xh^Nueva 
Amable SalomSy"' which arrived here from the Coast in September, has pro- 
ceeded with a cargo of produce to New Orleans. I have requested Mr. Con- 
sul Crawford to watch and apprize me of her future movements. 

We have now here two vessels (British) condemned by the Mixed Tribunal 
at Sierra Leone, both bound to Vera Cruz, with cargoes rrom Cadiz. The one, 
the ** TViUiam Forster,'' formerly the ^^ Iberiaf' is no doubt bondfde English 
property ; she has been raised upon, sails no more so well, and is, to all intents 
and purposes, a merchant ship, to be employed only in legitimate comnierce ; 
tlie other is the *' Arrogante,'' formerly the " Urracay' and belongs, by the 
showing of her register, to Mr. Zulueta, a Spanish merchant in London, but 
she is chartered by the well-known firm of P. Martinez and Co., of this place, 
or their partner, Mr. P. Martinez, of Cadiz ; and, as she is considered to be a 

D2 
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remarkably fast sailer, on which subject Lieutenant Luze, whose packet 
*' Penguin*' was in company with her for a day or two, can report, I shall not 
be surprised to see her again in her old career ; and I have therefore requested 
Her Majesty's Vice-Consul in Vera Cruz, to which place she will probably 
proceed even before the blockade of the Mexican ports is raised, to keep an 
eye upon her, and I may consequently have occasion to advise your Lordship 
on her future course. 

I took leave, in my Despatch, Slave Trade, of the 27th February, to mention 
the number of Portuguese, all or nearly so, slavers, which had cleared from this 
port and arrived here up to June, and would novr' add, that, in the memoirs of 
the Patriotic Society it is stated that, 

There came in, and sailed 

in July, . 2, (5. 

August, 4, 7. 

September 5, 2. 

October 6, 3. 

Portuguese vessels. These numbers differ but little from those of the speci- 
fied lists which I have furnished to Her Majesty's Commissioners, and prove 
the approximate correctness of my returns. 

They prove also, I regret to say, that the Slave Trade is continued here to 
the same extent as before ; and indeed, unless the Government of Spain inter- 
fere earnestly and in good faith, nothing but physical opposition on the part 
of our navy, together with that moral influence which Her Majesty's Com- 
missioners may exercise over this community, by the gradual propagation of 
enlightened views on the subject, will ever put an end to this hateful com^ 
merce. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. D. TOLME'. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerstony G.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



First Enclosure in No. 17. 



L List of Vessels despatched from the Port of Havana in the Month of October ^ 
1838, stcspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

October 11, American schooner *^ Florida^''* for the CapedeVerds. 

11. „ ** Hazard,** for San Tome. 

19. Portuguese brig *' Vigilante^* for Pablo de Loanda. 

23. Portuguese schooner ** Sin laual^** for San Tome. 

30. ,9 '* Jnuuiat** for Bonny. 



Second Enclosure in No. 17. 



2. List of Vessels arrived in the Port of Havana in the Month €f October 
1838, after having landed Slaves, as it is said, on the adjacent Coast. 

October 4 or 5. Portuguese schooner " San Igual,*^ after landing, it is said, 240 slaves. 

„ 4 or 5. „ ** Constancia** „ 213 „ 

„ 4 or 5. Portuguese brig •* Maria Teresa^** „ 860 „ 

„ 7 or 17. Portuguese schooner *• Nostra Senhora del Buen viage^^' „ 213 „ 

„ 9 or 10. „ *'^ia/tV* „ 200 „ 

„ 18. Portuguese brig ' " Volador,*' „ 269 „ 



Third Enclosure in No. 17. 
Mr. Tolme to Mr. Mc Tavish. 

Sir, Havana, I2th October, 1838. 

There frequently arrive here from Baltimore, American vessels destined 
to proceed to the Cape de Verds or to a Portuguese settlement in Africa, and, being 
there put under Portuguese colours, to be employed in Slave Trade. 

Of these vessels some enter without its being noticed in the public papers. 
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Such was recently the case with a schooner called the " Florida,'' whose arrival 
consequently almost escaped my notice. 

I would, therefore, as I am directed by Her Majesty's Government to keep a 
watchful eye on such expeditions, heg to request you to inform me, from time to 
time, of the names of any clippers of suspicious character which leave your port for 
this, as well as any particulars respecting them which you may be able to procure. 

I would also thank you to state to me whatever you may learn about the owner- 
ship of the above mentioned schooner " Florida^ as well as about that of another 
called the ^^ Hasardy' both of which came from Baltimore, and have lately cleared, 
the one for the Cape de Verds, the other for St. Tora6, adding any further infor- 
mation you acquire about them, calculated to complete that chain of evidence, 
respecting these and other slaving expeditions, in which it is so desirable that not 
a link should be wanting. 

I have ACi* 

(Signed) C. D.TOLME'. 

To John Mc Tavish, Esq., Her Majesty's Consul, Baltimore, 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Fourth Enclosure in No. 17. 
Mr. Tolm4 to Mr. Crawford. 

Sir, Havana, November lAth, 1838. 

I TOOK leave, under date of the 9th ultimo, to request you to procure for 
me some information respecting an American schooner called the *' Comet,*' which 
liad arrived from New Orleans, and proceeded from hence to the Coast of Africa. 
I now beg you to do me the favour to be on the look out for the arrival of the 
Spanish schooner "Nueva Amable Salome" at your port, and to inform me what 
subsequent destination is given to her. She is a well known slave trader, which 
has made several successful voyages, and arrived here in September with 203 
negroes. She is now advertised for New Orleans. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) C. D. TOLME'. 

To John Crawford, Esq., British Consul, New Orleans, 
cfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



Fifth Enclosure in No. 17. 
Mr. TolmS to Mr. Giffard. 

Sir, British Consulate, November 27th, 1838. 

There is now lying in this harbour a remarkably fast-sailing vessel, for- 
merly the " Urraca" slaver, which being taken by one of Her Majesty's cruizers, 
was carried to Sierra Leone and; there condemned and sold. She is now under 
British colours, being ostensibly the property of Mr. Zulueta of London, and is 
called the " Arrogante." From hence she is to proceed to Vera Cruz, or to some 
other port in Mexico, with a cargo which she has on board, laden in Cadiz, and 
as I suspect that after her discharge she will be again employed in the Slave 
Trade, I will thank you, if she should arrive with you, to keep an eye upon her, 
and in due time inform me whether she clears from Vera Cruz. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C. D. TOLME'. 

To Francis Giffurd, Esq., Her Majesty's Consul, Vera Cruz, 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 

No. 18. 
Mr. Tolme to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received January 12, 1839.) 

My Lord, British Consulate, Havana, December 4th, 1838. 

I TOOK leave to state, in my Despatch "Slave Trade, of the 11th Sep- 
tember last, that I had addressed myself on the subject of kidnapped British 
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noCToes in this island, to Her Majesty's Consul at St. Jago,. as well as to indi- 
viduals of confidence in other parts of the Island where there were no Consular 
Agents, and that^ as soon as I received their reports^ I should have the honoar of 
communicating the substuice of them to yoor Lordship." 

It is now my object to do sa 

From Matanzas, Cardenas, and other parts on tjie north side of the Island, I am 
assured that no such negroes are known to have been introduced, and from Trinidad 
my correspondent writes in the same sense. 

But Mr. Hardy has addressed to me, about two Africans who were stolen from 
Jamaica in 1884^ the Endosure No. 1, and I have in consequence directed a letter 
on the subject to the Captam-General, Enclosure No. 2. 

I shall press the matter with his Excellei^y, but seeing from the correspondence 
contained in your Lordship's Despatch of the 1 1th July last, the littfe effect of 
such reclamations in Porto Kico, and knowing that the law advisers of the authorities 
in this island always decide against foreign claims, unless their concurrence in them 
is purchased, I have not the slightest hope of succeeding in obtaining the liberation 
of the poor people in question, and would therefore humbly suggest the propriety 
of the case being brought before the Spanish Government, as the only chance of 
rescuing the sufferers from perpetual slavery. 

T navp i^EC 

(Signed) ' C- D. TOLME', Conm/. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, (x.C.B., 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



First Enclosure in No. 18. 
Mr. Hardy to Mr. Tolmd. 
Sir, British Consulate^ St. J ago de Cuba, November \st^ 1838. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your two Despatches of the llth 
of September and 1st of October, calling upon me to co-operate with you in 
effecting the discovery and liberation of any British negroes, who may have been 
kidnapped and brought into this Island, and requesting me to transmit to you a 
monthly return of the arrivals and departure of vessels engaged in the Slave 
Trade. 

Under the first head I beg to call your attention to the enclosed Despatch firom 
his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith to me, to the copy of my reply, embodying what 
had transpired between the General of the Province and myself, and to the final 
reply of the Seflor Don Tomas de Yarto. 

I nope to be able to transmit to you by the next mail a list of vessels that have 
landed slaves in the vicinity of this port since the commencement of the year, and 
have meanwhile to inform you that no suspicious vessel has been despatched fr*om 
hence during the month of October, nw have any vessels landed Africans on the 
coast. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. HARDY, Jun., Consul 

C. D. Tolmi, Esq. 

Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Sub-Enclosure A. in No. 18. 
Sir Lionel Smith to Mr. Hardy. 



King's House, Spanish Town, Jammem, 
Sir, September 28th, 1838. 

1. In the month of August, 1834, a boy, named " Wellington," was taken 
from Montego Bay in this Island, and conveyed in the schooner-boat Martha, com- 
manded by a man named James, to St, Jago de Cuba, and there sold to a pers(Hi 
named Garcia. 

2. I do myself the honour to enclose the copy of a letter which was addressed 
to the Governor-General of Cuba by the Marquis of Sligo, in April, 1835, on the 

V 
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subject, but I have not been able to discover Ae Affidavits, copies of which, it 
would appear, were transmitted in his Lordship's letter ; or any reply from the 
Governor of Cuba to that communication. 

3. Although, as I have been given to understand, arrangements were at that 
time made to restore *' Wellington" to his friends, recent occurrences have brought 
it to the notice of this Governor, that he is still detained in Cuba. Not doubtmg 
that the steps taken on this subject in the year 1835, are on record in the Con- 
sulate of St. Jago de Cuba, and that you will have no difliculty in tracing out the 
boy, I have to request you will be pleased to adopt such measures as may be 
necessary to obtain his immediate restitution. 

I have, &c. 
J. Hardy, Esq., (Signed) LIONEL SMITH. 

8fe. Sfc. Sfc. 

Sub-Enclosure B. in No. 18. 
The Marquis ofSligo to the Captain-General of Cuba. 
Most Excellent Sir, Kings House, Apil 22, 1835. 

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit Copies of two Affidavits made by 
John Alford and John Thomas, relative to the deportation from this Island of a 
lad named " Wellington " in August last, by one James, Master of the schooner 
*' Martha." 

As it appears that a person named Garcia purchased the boy " Wellington " 
from the master of the said schooner-boat, and that he is now at St. Jago de 
Cuba, I am confident it will only be necessary to identify *' Wellington as the 
person described in the accompanying depositions, to induce Your Excellency to 
give directions for his release from further slavery, and that he may be allowed to 
return to Jamaica. 

I beg, &c. 
(Signed) SLIGO, 

Governor and Captain-General of Jamaica. 
JTie Governor and Captain-General of Cuba. 



Sub-Enclosure C. in No. 18. 
Mr. Hardy to Sir Lionel Smith. 
Sir, British Consulate, St. Jago de Cuba, October 20th, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency, that on receiving your 
letter of the 28th of September, I immediately proceeded to address tne Governor 
of that Province, claiming the restoration of the lad " Wellington," as well as 
of two others, of whom I received notice whilst making inquiry respectmg him ; 
and that I have received no further satisfaction than that contained in the answer 
of the Governor. 

Commander Frazer, of Her Majesty's ship Nimrod, having since arrived with 
instructions from Commodore Douglas, to co-operate with me in procuring the 
liberation of " Wellington," we visited the Governor yesterday in order to obtain 
information as to the present state of the proceedings in the case ; and whether 
the parties could be placed at liberty within a specified time, and if not, what 
reasons could be given for the contrary. 

The Governor commenced his reply, by expatiating at considerable length on 
the nature of his duties, and the attributes of the Assessor-General of the Crown, 
and stated that so soon as he received my application of the 9th October, he had 
referred it to that functionary, in whose hands the matter still rested. His Ex- 
cellency also added^ that the investigation would be a very protracted one, as the 
cognizance of the case had, in the year 1834, been withdrawn from his predeces- 
sor s jurisdiction by the then Commandant of Marine, who had asserted that Garcia 
being matriculated for the sea service, could be judged by him solely ; and as the 
creditors of Garcia had a voice in a measure which would tend to alienate a 
portion of his property. I immediately rejoined that the kidnapped men could not 
be considered as property ; but the Governor replied, that by the Spanish Law 
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they were primd facie placed in that light. The conversation ended in his re- 
questing Commander Fraser to address him on the subject, when his letter should 
be referi-ed to the Assessor-General, who would report on the present state of the 
proceedings instituted in virtue of my original application. Unfortunately tlie 
aflBdavits were not sent to the gentleman who officiated in my absence in 1834 and 
1835, as Her Majesty's Consul at this port; and from the tenor of the copy <rf 
the letter from the Marquis of Sligo, they would appear to have been transmitted 
to the Captain-General of the island direct. I have succeeded, however, in col- 
lecting from the Licentiate, Don Hilario de Cisneros Saco, who filled the office of 
Assessor-General during those two years, the following facts : — 

It appears, in the year 1834 he received information, that a man of the name of 
Garcia had smuggled into the country two young negroes frqm Jamaica, with the 
intention of causing them to be sold. He ordered his immediate arrest; the boys 
were examined, and it %vas clearly proved that he had enticed them on board his 
vessel at some port on the north side of Jamaica, together with a third, who was 
left through some means or other behind. They were ordered to be deposited with 
the then jProtector of Slaves, Don Juan de Bautista Sagarra, to be delivered up 
whenever claimed. Garcia was liberated by the Commandant of Marines, and a 
summary of the whole case was transmitted to the Captain-General. This Jbad 
scarcely been done, sufficient time had not even elapsed for the documents to reach 
the Havana, when a copy of the application from the Marquess of Sligo was sent 
on here by the Captain- General himself, with an order that the matter should be 
thoroughly investigated, the identity of the boys was established, and immediately 
reported to the Captain-General ; but as Don Hilario de Cisneros vacated liis 
office shortly afterwards, I have been unable to obtain any further information 
than that the two are still in existence, and that on Mr. Sacarra's being informed 
that the matter was in agitation, he had them brought down from his estate^ to be in 
readiness to be handed over to me whenever he mi^t be directed to do so. Qarcia 
was some months back arrested on some information of another character, and is 
still in confinement; and it now appears that he never had been matriculated, and 
that the assertion to that effiect of the then Commandant of Marine, had beeh 
boldly made in order to extricate him from his dilemma. 

Whether Your Excellency renew your application in this quarter, or it be made 
(as urged by the Governor himself) to the Heads of Authority at the Havana, the 
investigation, as I write Commodore Douglas, will be a protracted one, and I am 
not all confident that the object Your Excellency has in view, will be obtained, 
unless through the interference of the Government at home ivith the Court of 
Madrid. The proverbial inertness of the Judge, the clamours of Garcia's creditorg, 
the thousand &cilities of evading the question as furnished by the system of judi- 
cature here, are such as to paralyze any exeilions that 1 might make, though I 
shall lose no time in transmitting Your Excellency's Despatch to Her Majesty's 
Consul at the Havana, with a statement of all that has occurred. 

It would appear that I have been misinformed as to the number of the boys 
kidnapped, as there was only one other. 

I have, &c. 
Sir Lionel Smithy (Signed) JOHN HARDY, Junior. 

Sfc. 8fc, Sfc. 



Sub-Enclosure D. in No. 18. 



(Translation.) The Governor of St. Jago de Cuba to Mr. Hardy. 

In the report on the reclamation relative to the negro " Wellington '' and 
two others, I have inserted a decree and the opinion of the assessor general direct- 
ing that a letter should be written to you. Sir, containmg the following enclo- 
sures. 

Mr. Governor, — ^The particulars applied for in the annexed prior decree were 
sent by his Excellency, your predecessor Don Manuel Lorenzo, with the corres- 
ponding letter of the 12th July, 1836, to his Excellency the President Governor 
and Captain-General of the Island, but as yet no resolution has issued thereupon ; 
of this I inform you that you may take what steps may appear to you fitting. 

PEDRO THOMAS AROCHA. 
Santiago, Island of Cuba, 2ith October, 1838. 
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Cuba, 24th October, 1838. 

Having seen the preceding communication of the notary of the Governor Don 
Pedro, T. Arocha, I desire it may be laid before his Excellency the Captain-Gene- 
ral of the Island, for his Excellency to be pleased to determine what he shall deen> 
proper touching the reclamation of Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, John Hardy, 
junior, Esq., in the names of the Governors of Jamaica, Sligo and Lionel Smitn, 
which reclamation has been repeated by Sir John Fraser, as the circumstances 
which occasioned the detention of the claimed slaves, are in the possession of the 
above authorities, and as this Government has no power to adopt any further mea- 
sures until the resolution of his Excellency be promulgated. 

Let the actuary take a transcript of these proceedmgs, and keep it in the offioe 
of his Notaries in case it should be wanted, and for the information and satis&ction 
of the above Gentlemen and Consul, a copy was made out, together with copies of 
the above Report, and of this minute. 

YARTO. 

PIZARRO. 

PEDRO T. AROCHA. 

The above I communicate to you for your intelligence, and other needful ends. 

God preserve you many yeai's. 
(Signed) THOMAS DE YARTO. 

Cuba, October 25M, 1838. 



Second Enclosure in No. 18. 

Mr. C. D. Tolm6 to the Captain General of Cuba. 

Most Excellent Sir, British Consulate, Havana, November 24th, 1838. 

From a representation which has just been made me by Mr. Hardy^ Her 
Majesty's Consul at Santiago de Cuba, it appears, that in the year 1834, the 
Assessor General, Don Hilario de Cisneros Saco, having received inlbrmation, that 
a man of the name of Garcia, had smuggled into the. country from Jamaica, two 
voiing negroes, the one called ''Wellington," ordered bis immediate arrest, that the 
boys were examined, and the facts being clearly proved, that they were deposited 
with the protector of slaves, Don Juan de Bautista Sagarra, t6 be delivered up, 
whenever claimed, and that a sununary of the whole case was transmitted to your 
Excellency's predecessor. 

In April, 1835, His Excellency the Marquess of Sligo, the Governor and Captain- 
General of Jamaica, in a letter addressed to His Excellency the Governor and 
Captain-^General of this Island made such claim, without it would seem, a success- 
ful result, for under date of the 28th September last, his successor His Excellency 
Sir Lionel Smith, addressed my colleague at St. Jago de Cuba, requesting him to 
endeavour to procure the release of the said '* Wellington." Mr. Hardy in conse- 
auence applied to Governor Yarto on the subject, but was informed, imder date of 
the 25th October last, that the case was before Your Excellency, who alone was 
competent to decide on it. I therefore take leave to request Your Excellency to 
be pleased to issue an order for the delivery of the said '' Wellington " and his 
companion, to Her Majesty*s Consul at Santiago, in order that they may be sent 
back to Jamaica forthwith, 

I avail, &c. 
The Governor and Certain-General (Signed) C. D. TOLME'. 

of Cuba. 



No. 19. 

Mr. Tolme to F'iscount Palmer ston, — (Received February 19, 1839.) 
My Lord, British Consulate, Havana, December 24th, 1888. 

I WAITED on your liordship, under date of the 28th November last, Slave 
Trade, with lists of the vessels said to have left this port and arrived here, in the 
month of October, suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. I beg leave 
now to enclose copies of the lists of sailings and entries in November, of craft en- 
gaged in the traflfic, furnished on the first instant, to Her Majesty's Commis- 
sioners. 

Class B. — Further Series. E 
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They no deubt transmitted the same by the last packet, as I should have done^ 
had I had a moment's leisure. StilU as I may be able to add a remark or tnro of 
interest, I now, though later, repeat the communication. 

"The *' Lavanderaj' despatched on the 7th of November, is the vessel r^^ported 
to have arrived in September, imder the name of the '^Ala^ The *'Ciara*' is a Bal- 
timore Mhooner, which arrived here on the 9th September last from BaltinK>rB» 
imd sailed again under American colours, with power to the Captain to effect her 
jsale at the port of destination, S. Tom^, the conditions of such sale having been» 
as it is said, already a^eed on here. The '' Maria TereMj' is the very s^ooner 
that arrived, in October, to the well-known Mr. Mazorra. 

Of the ships that came in, the ** Serea '* is a vessel formerly called the *'Chiva ;" 
the ** Maria SegundaJ* is an old trader, since de^atched again. 

With regard to the. trade in other parts of the Island, I beg to observe, that Mr. 
Hardy writes to me, that ** no vessel connected with the commerce in daves, 
entered, or was despatched from the port of Santiago de Cuba, in the month of 
November, nor were landed any slaves anywhere in its vicinity.'' 

From Trinidad I have also no news of arrivals or departures. 

My Matanzas correspondents say, that there were two arrivals at Camarioca in 
November ; they believe that the ^^ Serea ^ was one, and the other was the Portuguese 
schooner " VictmaJ' with 180 negroes. The Spanish brig '' FeUz ** was daily 
looked for with 350 to 400. From Matanzas the only vessel despatched, in the 
same month, was the American schooner " Jago'* for the Cape dc V^s. 

From Mr. Consul M'Tavish, I have the communication, of which a copy forms 
the Enclosure No. 3, in answer to my letter of the 12th October last. 

From Mr. Consul Crawford, of New Orleiuns, I have yet no reply to my 
inquiries, spoken of in my despatch Slave Trade, 3rd October, 1838. 

The arrivals and departures of slave-vessels, in November, were more limited, it 
would ileem, than usual ; yet there is no lack or zeal on the part ^f the iradi^^ and 
the traffic will be carried on in the sequel, with the same activity as has Jiitherto 
been displayed, worthy of a better cause, and under modifications, which I shall 
have to speak of in my next despatch. 

I have &c 
(Signed) / C. D. TOLME? ConwI. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.CJB. 
8fc. Sfc. 8f€. 



First Enclosure in No. 19. 



A iMt of Vessels despatched from the Port of Haioana in the saanth uf 
November J 1838, mspeeted of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

November 7. Portugese schooner Lavandera lor Isla de Frfncipe. 

„ „ American schooner Clara „ Si, Toni4i. 

„ 23 Portuguese schooner Empreodedom GaBinaa. 

^ „ Portui^se brig Maria Teresa „ Lagos. 



Second Endosure in No. 19. 



LUt of Vessels arrived in the Port of Havana in the month of November, 1838, 
suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

November 6 Portugoese schooner Maria Segunda with 216 slaves. 
„ 18 „ fj Chiva^ alias Serea „ 148 „ 

* My informant maintains that thisl vessel is called the Chiva, but she was reported in the public 
papers as the ** Serea," and under this name was cleared out again 



Third Enclosure in No. 19. 

Mr. M'Tavish to Mr. Tokd. 

Snt, British Consulate, Baltimore, November 23rd, 1838. 

By the schooner " Rebecca,'* which sails to-morrow morning, I hasten to 
furnish you with such information as I have been able to obtain, in relation to the 
two vessels referred Ur in your letter of the 12th ultimo. 
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The "^ Fhrida^ C»pt«m KqUj» m appetrs by tbe ExohMge boikii* efeftrfAfKWi 
hnceferHavuuLontiie 19th June. I undetstaod she was buUt £»r KeUy at 
Bpeonbtion. in ccmjunctieii^ I believe, with aome ship-carpentets <mi tile Point* 
WM taken by hun to your Island, and there disposed of. 

Kelly has since returmd to Baltimore, and sailed asain on the dth instant in tbt 
schooner ^ Vieknyr from Key West, from thence eie proceeds to Hearana. 

Hie schooner '' Hamrd^ Bailey, cleared fer Havana on the 24Ah August^ audi 
as I am informed, was there sold ; as to the ownership of that scKooner, I hare 
net as yet been id>le ta learn any dear account, but as in the case of the ^^ Florida'' 
the Captain appears on the Exchange books, as owner. Captain Bailey having abo 
returned to this port, sailed frcmi hence on the 2nd instant for Pernambuco, in 
command of the brig '' Trafalgar,"' despatched by Mr. Edward Hobinson. 

I shall at all times be happy to render you any service here, and remain in the 
mean time* Sir, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN M TAVISa 

To a D. Tohnc\ Etq^ 

CfC» CfC* CfCm 



No. 20. 
Mr. Tolme to Vi$oowit Palmerston. — {Received February/ 9.) 

My Lord» British Consulate, Havana, January 5th, 1839. 

I HAD the honour, on the 2nd instant, of transmitting to Her Majesty's 
Commissioners the lists of vessels which left and arrived in the port of Havana^ 
during the month of December, suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade* 
Enclosures 1 and 2. Of those sailed, the '' Liberty* is an American schooner, 
which arrived here from New Orleans on the 7th October last, the '' ConstandOf'* 
" Maria Segunda,'' and " Serea,^^ are Portuguese schooners, which arrived, with 
slaves, on the 5th October, and 6th and 13th November in succession. The 
" Reyna de los Angeles'' was formerly the Spanish schooner ''Rosario" or "/2o- 
sarita.^ 

The only arrival here, I believe, is **£/ Trueno'* 

From Matanzas, I am informed tibat the Spanish brig '' FeliVf' alluded to in 
my Despatch of the 24th December, 1838, had landed in the vicinity 313 negroes. 

From Trinidad I have no intelligence ; but from Santiago de Cuba Mr. Hardy 
writes to me, under date of the 19th December last, that •'a slaver, under Portu- 
guese colours, landed on the 13th, at Juragua 430 Africans. Her name is the 
'^ Bsperanza'' She was formmy called the *'Pamosa JSstrclla,'' and sailed ori«. 
ginally under British colours as the ^^ Monta/fue.'' 

The entries have thus been few ; the vessels despatched in December but too 
many. What, however, is most to be regretted, is a new feature in the trade, 
hinted at in my last despatch. 

The parties concerned in it, having misgivings as to the efficacy of the Portu- 
guese flag in covering their illegal traffic, have of late commenced the system of 
putting their craft under American colours, intending at the same time to retain 
those of Spain or Portugal ; thus depriving British cruizers of the right of search 
by the use of the former, and protecting themselves from being overhauled by 
United States ships of war, by hoisting either of the latter flags. With this view, 
one Spanish schooner, the " General Espartero,'' proceeded to Key West, and 
returned as the " Thomas'' of Havana, and another, which left this port . as the 
well-known slaving schooner ** Nueva AmcMe Salomi,'' has come back from 
New Orleans as the American schooner '' JSncantadera,'' and I believe that 
several have followed the same course. 

So outrageous were these proceedings, such an abuse of the American flag, so 
contrary to the laws of the United States, — for these vessels have ncrthing but 
what they are pleased to call a " Sea letter/' (namely, a bill of sale ; and a declara- 
tion on oath by the purchaser, made before a notary, that he is an American citizen,) 
when the issue of sea letters is expressly prohibited by an act of Congress, dated, 
I think, in March 1810, that the American Consul here caused the " Thomas'' 
of Havana '^ to be seized, and declares that no other vessel shall dear from hence 
under American colours, unless duly reristered.*' Still all functionaries may not be 
so scrupulous : and even if they are, there is nothing to prevent these freebooters, 

E2 
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v/b6 are ciu*rying on a commerce in their fellow-creatims, from {nxMBtitutiDg tiie 
American ensign whenever it suits their purpose ; and, indeed, I «m informed kj 
Commander Bushby, of Her Majesty's ship '' Wanderer/* that the Portuguese 
brig *' Escorpian,** captured by him on the 26th November last, did hdst and 
keep up American colours during the principal part of the chase ; and I should 
therefore hope, that the United States Government, vnth these and similar feds 
before them >vil], for the honour of their flag, admit that modified right of seardi 
for which Great Britain has been so long contending ; or, at all events, concur in 
some plan for putting down a trade, which I am convinced all, except the most de- 
graded of their citizens, view with abhorrence. 

Meanwhile I shall feel it my duty to direct the attention of such of the Gooh 
manders of Her Majesty's cruizers, as may visit the port, to those vessels which I 
consider to have fraudulently adopted the American flag ; leaving them, if they 
should meet them at sea under suspicious circumstances, to act as they think fit. 

I have taken the liberty to report the cases of the " Thomas of Havana,** and 
" Encantaderay* to Her Majesty's Minister at Washington, in a letter of which 
the Enclosure No. 3 is a copy, as he may be able to procure an immediate order 
to issue from the United States Government, for preventing the repetition of illegal 
clearances of such a character. I have also again addressed Mr. Consul Craw- 
ford, of New Orleans, requesting him to rive me every information respecting the 
transfers of Spanish and American flags, m the cases of such vessels as may arrive 
from hence, and his replies I shall in due time have the honour to submit to your 
Lordship. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. D. TOLME', Cmsul. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, O.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



First Enclosure in No. 20. 



List of Vessels arrived in the Port of Havana in the month of December, 1838, 
supposed to have landed Slaves on the Coast if the Island of Cuba. 

December 9, Schooner Brig, Portuguese, *' El TrH€&>,** landed 528 Africtns at MuieL 



Second Enclosure in No. 20. 



list of Vessels despatched at the Custom House of Havana in the month of 
December, 1838, suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

December 8, American Schooner, ** Liberty,*^ For Rio Pongo. 

„ 7 Portuguese , , ** Serea,*^ • , Cabo Verde. 

21 , , , , •* Reyna de los Jngeles,'* , , S. Tom^ 

„ ,, ,, ** Maria Segunda,'' ,, S. Pablo de Loandai 

„ 22 . , , , " CansUmcia,'* . , S. Tom^ 

„ 24 American • , ** Wiliiam Savin,** , , Bahia de (odos los Santos. 



Third Enclosure in No. 20. 
Mr. TolmS to Mr. Fox. 
Sir, British Consulate, Havana, January, 5th, 1839. 

The slave-traders of this place, availing themselves of the American flag 
for carrying on their craft, have recently sent Spanish vessels to New Orleans and 
Key West, and there eflfected collusive sales of them, such vessels returning to this 
port to be despatched under American colours to the coast of Africa. 

' I would name, as instances^ the Spanish schooner " General JEspartero,'* now 
the American schoone/ * Thomas of Havana," and the Spanish schooner " Nueva 
Amable Salome,'* now the American schooner " EncdntadoraJ' The first must 
hare sailed from Key West to this port, after changing her flag, about the 10th 
ultimo; the last from New Orleans about the 20th. But these vessels have no right 
or title to the character of Americans ; they are not registered as such ; they have 
no papers, but what they call sea letters, which, according to the Act of Congress 
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of 96tli March, 1810, were not issuable after the 30th of June of that year ; and (bey 
dwrefore ought not to have been allowed to clear out as Americans by the clearing 
officers of New Orleans and Key West. 

Yet there is too much reason to fear that many more such cases will occur ; that 
ships really owned here will be transferred in the same way in the ports of the 
United States ; and, navigating the seas under the Am^erican flag, having slaves on 
board, thus escape the vigilance of our cruizers ; and I therefore take leave to 
mention the facts to you, for such use as you may think proper to make of them. 

X have Sec 
H. S. Fox, Esq. (Signed) * C. D. TOLME', Consul 

Sf€. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 21. 
Mr. Tolmc to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received February 16) 

Mr Lord, British Consulate, Havanoy January 17M, 1839. 

♦ 

I HAVE hitherto limited my reports on the Slave Trade to a monthly com 
munication ; but a peculiar case having occurred, I feel it my duty to. make it known 
to your Lordship, even before the time in which I should transmit my periodical 
returns. 

The American ship " Venus,^^ alluded to in my Despatch of the 25th July, 
1838, has just arrived from Africa with upwards of 860 negroes, and is now in 
thisport as the Portuguese ship " Duqueza de Braganxa.'* 

This vessel, in August 1838, an American, arrived in January 1839, a Portu- 
guese, with, as I have every reason to believe, the papei-s of the same " Duqueza 
de Braganza^ 6s was reported by Her Majesty's Commissioners to have come in 
on the I2th January 1837, once the Spanish ship ^' Europa^^* at another tune the 
Spanish ship '^ AUrta^ originally the French ship '* Paquebot BordaIais,No. I. ;** 
and lastly, having gone through all these camelion-like changes, the Spanish ship 
** Provisional,** under which name she retired from her ignoble career, and con- 
veyed troops to Porto Rico. 

At all events^ this vessel, the present ** Duqueza de Braganza,*' since she was 
an American after 1837, could never legally become a Portuguese, and therefore 
sails under false colours ; and I have consequently thought proper to address a letter, 
of which the enclosure is a copy, to Sir Charles Paget, as I do the present to your 
Lordship, on the subject. 

I have &c 
(Signed) C. D. TOLME', Consul. 

The Riffht Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
^c. ^e. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 21. 
Mr. Tolme to Sir Charles Paget, G.C.B. 
Sir, , British Consulate, Havana, January I4th, 1839. 

1. A first-rate Baltimore three-master of 460 tons arrived here on the 4th, and 
sailed for the coast of Africa, on the 25th of August last, as the American ship 
" Venus:' ^ 

2. Whilst she was here, some of the Officers of Her Majesty's Navy, saw and 
examined her, among the rest. Commander Fraser, of the Nimrod. 

3. She has returned, within a few days, from Africa, as the Portuguese ship 
•* Duqueza de [Braganza' after landing on the coast of this Island above 800 
negroes. 

4. Her Portuguese papers are said to be those of an old vessel, originally 
French, subsequently Spanish, and ultimately transferred to the Portuguese flag, 
under the name which the ^* Venus*' now bears. 

5. At all events, a vessel, American in 1838, as the *' Venus'* was, could never 
legally become a Portuguese ; for Portugal has prohibited the adoption of her flag by 
foreign-built vessels, except steamers, after 16th January, 1837. 
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6. The ^Duqmxa dm Braga$^a,'' tiierefore, navigated ub^ fidse papers. Ydb-^ 

7. Ska will probably, again^ ere long, dej^ from hence for Africa, w^Miaft 
a change of flag. 

8. It wonkl oe {uresumptuous in me even to offer a sn^estkn under audi circum- 
stances. I have only to state the facts, as I now do, availing mjrself of the oj^mx^ 
tonity of assuring you of the high respect with which I have the honour to be, ftc 

(Signed) C. D. TOLME'. 

The Vice-Admiral the Htm. Sir Chas. Paget, G.C.B. 

Sf€* £f€. SfC, 



No. 22. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hardy. 

Sir, Foreign Office, Fehfuary 26thy 1839. 

I REFER you to a letter, which, on the 20th of October, 1838, you addressed 
to Sir Lionel Smith, respecting a negro boy named " Wellington," who had been 
kidnapped in Jamaica in the year 1834, and sold to an individual in Cuba, named 
Garcia ; and I have to acquaint you, that a correspondence on die subject has 
recently taken place between the Colonial Department, Her Majesty's Envoy at 
Madrid, and myself, the result of which has been, that the Spanish Govermneiit 
has acceded to an application from Her Majesty's Government, that the boy 
above-mentk>ned shall be liberated, and shall be delivered over to you. 

I herewith transmit to you copies of the Despatch, and of its enclosures, from 
Her Majesty's Envoy at Madrid, containing assurances from the Spanish Govern- 
ment, that orders have actually been given to the Captain-General of Cuba to this 
effect ; and I have to desire, that you will demand from the local authorities at St. 
Jago de Cuba the liberation of the boy " Wellington,'* and that you will send him 
back to bis own island. 

You will not fail to acquaint me with the steps, which you shall take in execu- 
tion of this instruction. 

I am, &c. 
John Hardy, Jun., Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 

No. 23. 

Mr. Tolmi to Viscount Palmerston.~^(Received April 1.) 

(Extract.) Havana, February 21th, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to ^close the January lists of vessels cleared from this 
port, suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and of those arrived after 
having, as it is said, landed slaves on the adjacent coast. 

Of the ships cleared, the " Rebecca* is an American schooner, which entered 
this port from Baltimore on the 5th December last, the then Captain being M'Neil. 
She was sold here by a private bill of sale, but her register was not given up, and 
she has proo^eded for GaUinas, under the United States* flag, commanded by a new 
Master, authorised to put her under Portuguese colours at her place of destination^ 
or at some intermediate port. The ^' Oriental is only chartered to take out goods. 
The " Fortuna* is the well-known Spanish brig " Lhbregat ;*' but though de- 
spatched at the Custom-house on the 38th January, she did not leave till the 22Qd 
of the present month. 

Of the vessels arrived, the " AmeUa' was, I believe, formerly the " Carvalho 
Marin0,'* despatched from hence on the 31st October last. The *' Dichosa Jose^ 
fina^ and " Segunda Union,'^ are, I presume, craft which have changed their 
names. The '' BrUhante'' is included in Mr. Consul Hardy's list, to which I 
shall refer in the course of this Despatch ; whilst the ^' Jhujueza de Braganza^'^ 
of which I spoke in my letter of the 17th ultimo, is the old Bourdeaux racket. 
No. 1, of whose metamorphoses the Enclosure No. 3 gives some details. Such 
transformations, such changes of names and flags, are so frequent, that, to trace 
them as they could and should be traced, would require more leisure than I have at 
my conunand. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SPAIN. (Cmmkr.} U 

Besides what these vessels brought, there were landed on the coast 540 slaves, 
or thereabouts, from a Portuguese craft, formerly the French brig ^' Havre J' a 
brig which arrived here from Havre de Grace in September, 1S37, was sold in 
December of the same year, and has since made more than one voyage to Africa. 
She was lost after discharging the above-mentioned cargo^ and has thus ended her 
career. 

It has been said that this ship navigated the seas under French colours ; but I 
disbelieve the fact, simply because, shrewd as I think the Slave-traders are, I can- 
not think that they would use a flag which does not protect them from tbs search 
of our o'uisers^ and exposes them to that of French. 

I am not aware of any negroes having been landed in the vicinity of Matanzas 
in the month of January. One brig, formerly the '' Manso^' under Spanish, 
now the " XJly^ft^^ under Portuguese, colours, arrived at Matanzas, from Ayudah. 
She sailed from the former port on the 20th July for Africa, with a valuable invest- 
ment of dry goods and some specie, and returned without cargo and without Master. 
This is the vessel which brought troops from Matanzas to Havana. 

From Trinidad I have been unable to procure any information on the subject of 
the Slave Trade. 

Mr. Consul Hardy has transmitted to me a list, of which the Enclosure No. 4, 
is a copy, of the vessels that landed negroes in the neighbourhood of St. Jago de 
Cuba in the year 1838, wherein, it is to be observed, tn'o are contained, already 
rq>orted by nae, the " E^orfion^' alias " Voladot^' on the 18th October, and the 
'' Brilhomie!" on the 17th January. 

From Mr. Consul Cravrford, of New Orleans, I have now a reply to my letters 
respecting the ** Ometr " Canchita,*' and " Nueva Amahle Salome:' The first 
of these vessels has, it appears, belonged to a Spanish house in that place. The 
second, (not the '' JVueva Amahle Sahme^'^ as I erroneously said in a former De- 
spatch,) was put under the United States' flag as the ^ Enoantadora^^ and came 
here as American property, with no papers but a bill of sale ; whilst the last^ ori- 
ginally intended to be transferred in the same manner, was to leave New Orleans 
early in this mcmth, under her Spanish colours, for Havana. The fact is, that the 
Slave-traders^ finding that the American Consul in this [dace would not ck^sir vessels 
under American colours unless duly registered, have given up their plan of making 
such transfers as that of the ^' Encantadora ;" and even this vessel, made an Ame- 
rican in December last, has, within a few days, a^in become a Spaniard. 

By^ the present packet I have received fi*om Mr. Vice-Consul Giflard, of Vera 
Cruz, a letter respecting the Britisb brig *' Arrogante^'' of which I beg leave to 
enclose a copy. No. 5. 



First Endosore in No. 23. 



List of Vessels despatched from Havana, in the month of January^ 1839^ 
suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

January 28, American sdiooner ^* Rebecca *' WUson, Master, for Oallinaa. 
,, 26, ,, brig ''Oriental'' Hatch, ,, Lagos. 

,, 28, Portuguese • * ^'Fortuna*' Barbosa ,, ,, 



Second Enclosare in No. 23. 



List of Vessels arrived in the Port of Havana, in the month of January, 1839, 
after having landed Slaves, as it is said^ on the ac^acent Coast. 

P^tttogoete. Matter. Landtd at. Ncgraei. Bntcred. 

Ship ^Ameka'' Maqnitta Cabanas SIO 4th Jan. 

Schooner ** DicAoia ** Ramon Gaanima 220 6th ,, 

Ship ** Duqueza da BragoHaOt'* Cadet Bafios 641 7& ,» 

Schooner ** yottAno," Rodrigoize Guaniroa 227 7th ,, 

,, **BriUante:* Sanches Juragua 223 17th ,, 

, , ** Segunda fhaon," OKvia Guanima 172 80th , , 

Besides which 640 were landed on the south side of the island, from m Porti> 
guese brig, originally the French brig '* Havre, of Havre.*' 
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Third Enclosure in No. 23. 

List of the Flag and Name wUch the Vessel, originally the " Paquebot Borde* 
lais, No. 1/* underwent, and of the Voyages m^e by her, up to the tune when 
her Portuguese Papers were turned over to the Owners of the Ship original^ 
under American Colours as the *' Venus/" of Baltimore, and now the Portuguese 
Ship '' Duqueza de Braganza." 

The French ship '* Paquebot Bordelaise, No. 1,** in February, 1833, became the 
Spanish " Europa, ' and, under this name, in March, 1833, sailed for Hamburg. 

Sept., 1833, she returned. 

Sept., „ she sailed for Nassau. 

Oct., „ she returned. 

Nov., „ she sailed for Cayo Sal. 

Dec, „ she returned. 

Feb., 1834, she sailed for Hamburg. 

Aug., „ she returned, and, 

Sept., „ being sold, became the 
Spanish ship '' Alerta,'' under which name, Sept., 21st, she sailed for Africa. 

June, 1835, she returned. 

July^ „ she sailed again for Africa. 

Feb. 1836, she return^, and, as the 
Spanish ship "Europa,** again sailed in May, 1836, forAfrica,retuminga8the 
Portuguese ship ** Duqueza de Braganza '*] 

hliHs*' Europa'' [Jan., 1837. 
alias "^ferte" J 
She subsequently became the Spanish ship " Provisional,*' made a voyage or two, 
under this name, to Santander, whence, in July, 1837, and, under the same name, 
sailed with troops, in the same month, for Porto Rico, and has not since returned 
here. 

Being too oM for the African trade, the plan of building a new vessel to navi* 
gate, under her papers, was then formed, and, with them, the American 
" Venus,'' became the Portuguese ship ** Duqueza de Braganza," 



Fourth Enclosure in No. 23. 



Copy of a List firnished by Mr. Consul Hardy, of such Slave Vessels as 
succeeded in landiiig their cargo at Juragua, in the year 1838. 

January 4th, Portuguese schooner *' Joven Luisa '' 

,, 20th, ,, ,, •" Magdalena'^ 

February 11th, ,, brigantine ** Esperanca** 

April 24th, Spanish , , «* General Espartero,'' 

July 28th, Portuguese , , « Triunfo de Loanda *' 

August 3rd, , , , , " Etcorpion " 

December 14th, , , , , ** Eiptranca " 

18th, ,, schooner ^^ Entiqueta^ 
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26th, ,, ,, *' BrUlante'' 
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Fifth Enclosure in No. 23. 
Mr. Vice-Consul Giffard to Mr. Consul Tolme. 

Sir, British Consulate, Vera Cruz^ January 20^, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, of 
the 27tb November last, relating to the suspicious schooner '* Arrogante," and to 
acquaint you that, as soon as 1 learn her ostensible or probable movements, you 
shall be informed therewith. She is still in the bay, waiting some arrangement 
between the beligerents to be permitted to discharge her cargo. 

I have &c 
C. D. Tohne, Esq., (Signed) J. GIFFARD.Vice-ConsuI. 

S(c. ^c. Sfc. 
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^ f (Extract.) ♦ ^ Havana, February QSth,lS3Q. 

In reply to yoiir'Lordship's Despatcli^ of the 31st December/ 1838, Slave 
' lV«de, I beg to say that i peifectly remembey having, in tlie beginning of the year 
^18S6, penned a strotfg recomm^dation in favour of Don Joze JVIiguel Fernandez, 
who Ims then applying -fqr the apDointment of Portuguese Consul at this place. 
At that time I was not aware tnat. Mr. Fernandez was one of the most notorious 
1 ^ sla^e dealer^ whose names are to be found in the records of the Mixed Courts, for 
the Parliamentary Papers were then to me a sealed bodk; they were' never for- 
Wrded to me, either by Her Majesty's Government, or by the Commissioners. I 
hardly Jcn^w of their existence. 
I Jt h true*thay[ did knoM^^at Mr. Fernandez was said to have some interest in 

the SUti^ Trade^ljut I did not therefore consider him necessarily unfit for a consular 
, appointment, because, to use the words of a celebrated abolitionist, '^ among the 
merchants concerned in this tr^c a great majority are of general iair character, 
some men of cpnsiderable improvement of mind, and I could point out more 
than ©HP possessed of uncommon integrity and kindness of heart ;" and, Mr. Fer- 
nandez, being just one pdssessed of th^e qualities, combined with judgment and in-> 
telfigence, I could not^Cbarring the displeasure I must feel at his being engaged in a 
traffic which 1 most conscientiously disapprove of) but esteem, and .feel justified in 
recommendin^him to a Governmeirt whose fla^, at the tiifie I did so, was scarcely 
* employed at all in these waters for slaving purposes. 

That I was not ^inffjjar in this respect, is proved by'tjie Judges of the Tribunid 
of Commerce in this city haying certified that, he was a person of extensive knowr. 
' ledge in the commercial line, and a man of jionour and delicate .conduct, and by one 
of the most estimable of my colleagues having d/ecl^red that Mr. Fernandez enjoyed 
the very best opinion and credit in this community ; that Jie was of a mild, amiable, 
and conciliatory character ; that he was acqil^nted with m^y lan^jges^ and pos* 
sessed vast commercial information, especially^ W^ its beaFingsVmJl^Js^s, manners, 
and customs of Spain, and was therefore peciniB;|plj^ capable ^fi-^^wU representing a 
foreign Government. <• , * ** t' '*' ^ 

Nor, my Lord, did Mr. Fernjyidez' conduct as ConsuJ Belie 'the'good opinion 
entertained of him. Durirtg his short career he detected several Portuguese vessels 
having false papers ; he prevent^ such collusive transfers to the Portuguese flag 
as have sinee*taken place, and he denounced the fi-|iudulent proceedings in the Cape 
de Verds ; and it is just because he. did act so, that he was suspended. 

• In fact, whatever may be Mr. Fernandez* views as to the Slave Trade, and they 
are probably the views imfortunately held by the great mass of this population^ yet, 
in his consular character, he acted with perfect integrity ; and if he had been coil- 
tinued, I am confident that there would have been considerably less use of Portu- 
* guese colours fraudulently oTjtained. The " F'enus^' would never have been the 
means of conveying 850 negroes to a life of bondage. 

Considering these facts, I trust that your Lordship will see that there was, at the 
H time when I did so, no impropriety in my recommending. Mr. Ifernatidez, and that 
the character I gave of him was fully jijBtifled by his conduct. , 

I havt, &c. 
{Signed) ^'^ C. D. TOLME... 
The Right Hm. Viscmnt Palmerstan, G.C.B., ^ 

Sfo. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 25. 
f^iscount Palmerstan to Mr. ConsulJ^oln^. * "" 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 12, 1^9. 

I HAVE received your letter of the 28th pf February, 1889, in which y<)u 
state your reasons why you recommended M. Fernandez for the appointment of 
Portuguese'Consul at the Havana. . - ' 

I re^^ to have to obserte in reply- that J[ cannot consider your explanation to be 
Class B.— Further Series. ' t' ^ % 
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satisfact(Jry, iijasmufh as,^i^ admit,"tha?"yo\:?Tecon?njpnded M. Fefuaadez /or the 
wtuation in question, witkJfehe knowledge ^hat'b^^^as.consideii^ toJbe cbucernfid in 



♦*■ 



Slave Trade. 

itfr. Qmsul TdaU, 
8fo. 8fc. 8fc. 



'' ♦ lan^&c. ♦ 

(|igned) \ f* PALMgRSTON. 
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Ik Pablo de Loailda^ 
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... No. 26. ^ , . '• 

Jhfr. To/me to f^is^auntj^almer^on. — (Reee^eiTMajr 7.) * 
(Extract.) ' * . ' B«ft'*/4 Consulate^ Havo^ia^ March 20, ISSSr 

I HAVE announced to .Her ^aj&ty's Gomnyssioaers that, during the 
month of February, th^e have beien despatchefl from hence to the Ci^e'de VeiBft 
and the Coast of Africa, the "• *" * *- " 

American Schooner, 1* W^ Bayard^' for Cape de Verds, * » 

Spanish ^ ''N. Sadel^osarip:' ,^ ' .. i 

Portuguese ^ '^ MontanbJ' * 

Aniericaa Brig, '* Morris Cooper ^ 

American Schooner, *' P^rry Spencer^'' 

and that there have arrived, the * ^., 

, Portuguese Brig, * V Felicidady vrith 447 Africans, 
„ * ''Matilde;' . „ ^6 ' „ ^ 
Montevidean „ " Primogentey' „ 467 „ 

Portuguese Schoocer, " LabadeiraJ^ „ 299 „ and the 

^^Elizar , „ J16 ,, 

, Of the vessels despatched, the " William Bay am " arrived on the 22nd Decemba: 
from San. Jos^, and was sold, if not transfefred here; the '^fZV. Sa del Rosatria*^ 
was a vessel formerly in the Campeachy tradei; the 'i Montana'' is a brig which ^ 
arrived from the coast of Africa, last September; the ''Morris Cooper/' came in 
from New Orleans on the 25th December, and even previously, I suspect, belonged 
to Spaniards^ though ostensibly owned by Unitea States citizens ; whilst the 
" Perry Spencer '/ came in fropa JWobile on the 17th of last January, and wa» 
disposed of here. ^ ' " 

When I say that ^these Americad vessels were sold, Ldo not mean to say th^ 
they were legally transferred, according to the forms required in the United 
States, or by their Consuls abroad ; they were, &r the most part, disposed of by a' 
private agreement, on the condition of the American mastef delivering them*over, 
either at the Cape de Verds or oh the coast ef Africa, the purchase-money having 
been previoilsly deposited here on the security of a charter. ^ 

Of the vessels that liave arrived, the ''Primfgenito,'' now under Montevideaa 
colours, was ibrmerly the Spanish brig ** Terrible ;" she was subsequently put 
under^the Portugi^ese flag ; was taken^ sold at Sierra Leone, came into the hands 
of the well-knbwn. j^Ir. Blanco, anS was sent to the river Plata to acquire a new 
national character.* I have written to Mr. Hood respecting her ; — the " Labur 
deb-a' was despatched from^hence the 7th November. 

The other Vessels arrived ate, I l^elieve, Americans under new names. Had " 
I tin\e anjl means I*could ascertain the fitct. " * 

. , The upshot of this ^d my former reports is a very melancholy one. There 
appear ffcom all that I have learnt, to have "arriyed,^ in January and February, no 
less than 12 slavers, with about 4300 .unfortunate Africans. . It is possible that 
more may have come in ; and probably in the outports there have been arrivals 
which have not come to my knowledgo^ 

*." NoV let us fxunpare this with the reported alTivals of former years. From ^ 
correspondence of the British Commissioners of the H^^a, it would appear that, 
np to the end of Febnuj-y, the period of the year at which, according to my returns, 
4300 negroes, or thereabouts, had been imported in 1839, there had arrived in 
1832 but 4 vessels, \^th Fcalculate at most . • 1200 JMegroes 

1833 - Q^ ditto ' 1800 „ 

1834 V . 7 ditto 2400 „ 
18135 . ' - \ 8 ditto 2400 „. 

. . 1836 . ' . .15 ditto 4000 „ 



> 
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irtiilst m 1837 the number rese to 18' vessels with about 6000 ; so that thetraie^ 
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1 . of 1^ y^p»', ^i^V^t* of^ tl^^pab&b Treaty, whkli Hts dr^yfea ve^eels under tiiis 

g <4|^ ' .^ And I Ji^tate Dst to 6^ tfast bo -losg dM^ increasing prosperity of this 
. i^nd ereates a demand for slaves,^ ike traffic will 1>a> ^rried on to The same, and 
-i \ ' even a gr^attr, extent Qi%ci at jpresent, iinless Great Britain adopt much more 
/^ flfiicien|%ieasures*than heretofore ftwr putting a stop to jt. 



- * . • Ehdosure m No. 26. J 
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*. • Mr. ToJmi to Mrr Hood- 

9iK, ' <k ' * British Consulate,^ Havana, 2Sth F^ebruary, 1S39. 

> 

I WSRG to inform you> that on the 14tL instant the brig '' Primogenito '* 

^arriyied here under Montev^dean eofourl^ after having landed on the coast 467 

negroes. * - -•'-*., 

This vessel was formerly the Spanish brig " Terrible ;" she was subsequently 

< ' put under the Portuguese flag ; was taken, ' and condemned, and sold at Sierra 

* ^ Ijeone, wjiere she was purchai^ for account.of the jiotorious M. Blancp^ and sent, 

it 19 said, to I^Loaitevideo. 

I take leave to communicate the facts to. you, as they may be the means of 

enabling you to prevent/j^ tlius sequel, a sio^lar abuse of the JVlonteTidean flag. 

T.S. Hood. Esq. , . * (Signed) ' ' C. D. TOLME', Consul. 



Ne.27. 

Mr. C<msi4l Tolf$6 tor F'iscount Palmerston. — (Received May 21, 1S39. 
(Extract.) . Havana, jfyril llth, IS39. 

On &e 8nd instant I transmitted to Her Majesty's Commissioners the lists 
«of vessels' despatched from hence in March, suspected of being engaged in the 
£lav^ Trade, and of those which, in the same month, arrived here, after naving, as 
if is said, landed slaves on the adjacent coast. « 

I now beg to wait on your LonUhSp with similar lists, and the jfoUowing remarks 
thereon: 

Of the vessels dispatched, the *i fFyominj^" eiftered from Nc^w York *on the 
Sod Januai:y last, aoid was sdd here for about 10,60Q dollars; the ^' Octavia*^ 
from New Orleans, on the 2dth January^^cpnsigned to a party whose name already 
figures in the records of the Mixed Courts, Mr. Pedro Manegot ; to diis person 
she isfiaid to have nreviously belonged, and to belong stilL The ^^Josefina' is a 
Bdieoner reported from Africa in January ; tJbe '' Canstitu^io" was formerly the ^ 
" Dolphin,'' mentioned in my despatch Slave Tj3dQ» October 3, 1838, and * 
the ^' Jmek Gilding'' is a sdioonef which came iniroo^ Mobile on the Ut March^ 
and was sold for about 9000 dollars. * , - ' 

Of the vessels arriifled, the **^onstitAgao*' is the one mentioned abdve ; the 
" Josejina'* is a schooner often reported ;4he '* Liberal is^the Spanish bqg which 
arrived from Barcelona on the 20th November, 1^37, as the "•jy«ff^rifo,"'and was 
dispatched February, 1838, under her present name aifd colours;^ for the coast of 
Africa,' having, as it was then too late to legally acquire a Portngu^se character, 
probably navigated with the papers of some other vessel. She )ias been more than • 
a year absent, and, having taken in about 500 Africans, has landed but half of her 
original cargo, whilst the, ** Maria H^ is the notorious ship- *' Socorro^ com- 
, manded really, thongh not ostensibly, by her formei^ master, Monsij^ur MuKard, 
•and has disembarked about 300 negroes les#than *e tdd£ in. Monsieur Muzzard 
says tliat he had no sickness on boards but that he lost that i)pn|ber in a «torm off 
iiie Cape of Good Hope on the 7th January last, -jvhen'lie fettred«» even for the • 
safety of his vessel. Who knows what may*iave been the fate of these unfortu- 
nate beings? *"• ^ * * "^ 

. In this report I have again ta lament, that the number of slaves introduce^ hte 
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been so largtd According to my returns there have arrived i* this ueighbour- f^ 
hood, in LBS^^ no Ie8s4haa 5,546 s^ls,- whilst by tke«I^arliamentarTj|ik||||«^%[Lr 
taking ^hips to bring^Qpo, ))rig4i^00|,and«(^oo]ftrs 200,1ij^re had landira» > >.^f ,. 

* ' Iirthe'firslMiuarterofl837,7 6,^6<mb. * ^ * 4 ♦'* 

'^ * ;, is3^„«,8oo\, ' r. ■> -s: ■ 

, * „ ^.f."- 183^, 3,200 

* '?, .- 183^, 2,800" 

1JB33, 2,400 

and 1832, 1,200 „ ■ ► ^ 

w " 
only, showing a gradual increase of the trade ; and as thermtre moi^, as far as t 

can judge, from Havana alo^e, full 24 vessels out, we rhtty exf^t this'yter^ 
large arrivails as usual, unless Her Majesty's cruisers are fo4imaie in their cap- 
tures ; and in fact there appears, more than I ever knew4t before during n^ r)^« 
dence in this island, an eagerness on the part of the slave traders to purchase fast- 
sailing American built vessels, and to send them out to Africa Under the flBgt>f 
the United States. < Scarcely a fleet schooner arrives, suited for this traffic, hut 
she is immediately sold at extravagant prices. One, the " Hounds' as appears by 
the weekly report of the 30th March, which I have the honour to enclose. No. 3, • 
was disposed of, the very day she came, for ^he enonnous price of 11,000 dollars ; . 
and things go so far, that people advertise vessels, as peculiarly worthy of the notice 
of purchasers, on the plea of their having been expressly built for corsairs — a sin- 
gular recommendation in times of peace.* I enclose a handbill to that effect - 

I have no report this month frQm Santiago de Cuba, probably owing to the 
absence of Mr. Hardy. ' . ^ ^ 

My arrangements at Trinidad are not yet compieted, but from thence, as' well as 
other pai-ts of the island, I shall be able, in J:he sequel, to obtain information of all 
that is passing there in the Slave'Trade. * 

At Matanzas there arrived in March the Portuguese «choohe» ^||Pfcfori«," a 
vessel mentioned in my despatch. Slave Traded of the 3rd October, 1838. She 
landed about 280 negroes. This fact, as well as some\)thers of interest, are stated 
in the Enclosure No. 5, extract of a letter from that porl. 

The fast-sailing British schooner ^' Arragantey'^ referred to in my despatch of 
the 28th November, 1838, has returned from Vera Qruz to the address of P. 
Martinez and Co., and will probably proceed to Cadiz or Gibraltar, where it would 
not be surprising if she were transferred to some other flag, to pursue her old. 
career. Her ownership, her consignees, and even her n&me> are sufficient to jus- 
tify suspicion as to her intended movements. 

I have furnished some of the officers of the- cruizers on this station with lists of 
the vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, to the best of my belief still out ; of the 
dates of their sailing, of thd length of the voyage from hence to Africa ai;^ back, by 
which they may form some opinion of the probable period of return, and oj the 
points whereat the debarkation of ne^oes has of late taken place. Of these 
notices the Ehclosure No. 6 is a copy. 

I am now engaged in collecting materials for a list of vessels in pprt, likely to 
proceed to Africa, which I shall send when* complete, and repeat occasionally, as it 
may be of service to Her ]Vt^jesty's cruis^ers on jthat coast. 

Indeed I shall be glad to procure and commui\icate all the information within 
my reach, bearing on the Siave^ Trade, . . 



First Epclosure in No. 27. 

List of Vessd^ despatched from Havana in the tnpnth of March, 1839, stupected 

of being engaged in Slave Trade. 

^* Wyoming^** Christopher, Mas^r, for Pitavasa. 
" Octavia,'* Hickins, , , , , Gold Coast 

** Josefina" H. Rodriguez. , , , , St. Tom^. 

" ConslUupdoy** J. Rodriguez, , , , , St Tolme. 
American , , ** Jack WUdiAg** Eneas, , , , , Cape de Vcrds. 



rch 6 


Anierican brig 


> t 


, , ; schooner, 


,, 12 


Portuguese , , , 


,,21 


, , , f 
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. ^\\ Jbkf!tf< Vessels whU/k enter the Havana in March 1839, after having landed, it 
,. ' . ♦• ^ is believed, slaves in the^icinitt/. 

•^ ^ '*■ ^ Masters: Slaves. 

^ ^ J llarch S, PortugiH^Be sehocmery . '* Consiitufao,^* J. Rbdrigiiez, after laoding, it is said, 218. 

# „ "7, „ „ ^ Jpsefina,** A. Joz^ ^ « „ 235. 

11, ' „ ship, '' Maria 2da;* A. Batalla, „ „ 553. 

23, „ brig, *" Liberal,^ A.Santez,* „ „ 257.. 



>t 



Third Enclosure in No, 27. 

JVotice of'AdvsrHsMient of Sale of an American schooner for the SlaveTrade. 

" Hound,** Americad schooner, Comer : sold, C. Drake and Co. 



Fourth Enclosure in No. 27. . 
Slip from an Havana Newspaper. 



Se Venden, 

El nuevo y velero Berg. Charles Edmonson, su. Cap. Richardson, farrado 
y claveteado en oobre hace seis meses, constfiiido hace tres afios en un puerto del 
golfo de Mfejieb, de las mejores maderas y espresamente para corsario; se halla 
perfectamente provisto de todo lo necesario para navegar, y se podra despachar sin 
demora impondran ^1 capitan a bordo 6 sus consignatarios. 

1>. CARLOS DRAKE Y. COMP. 



. \ ■ - Fifth Enclosure in No. 27. 

Extract of a Letter from Matanzas, dated March 29, 1839. 

'' The two schboners mentioned in my last have both arrived with full cargos ; 
one of them, 4hi Portuguese schooner " Constitncao,^ formerly the " Dolphin,'' 
of Baltimore, with about 300; the other, the '* Victoria,'' also built at Baltimore, 
with some 280^ both owned here, and both. in my opinion sailing under forged 
registers, ^othw Baltimore bililt schooner, the " mart/ Ann Carson," w a 
sold at this port in June last, and was dispatched to the North Coast about the 
same time as the twaa1)0ve named. — A repott prevails, that she has been captured 
and carried to Sierra Leone, for aflempting to use one half of her original register. 
4vhich it seems was delivered by the Consul to the American Captain, and it is 
supposed sold by him to the purchasers of the vessel. An expedition was fitted 
out some four or five months since at Havana, in* which a Mr. Paul. Faber (sup- 

Eosed to be an Englishman), who had a factory at Rio Pongo, is- gone supercargo ; 
e is expect^ at the favourite disembarking spot, " Camarioca," every moment. 
Another .Company here is looking out for a vessel to replace one, of whose loss 
nevirs id just received. ^The death of litUe Montak, of Baltimore (said to be a 
Britisdb subject), who was in the practio# of sending out so many schooners* for 
sale, will be a serious loss to these gentry." 



Sixth'Encloeure in No. 27. 



Copy of a Note given to the Commandef of Her Majesty's Cruizers on the Coast 

of Cuba. 

The Enclosure is a list of all vessels which have left this port for the Coast 
of Africa since the beginning of September, 1838, and the dates of their sailings. 
The " Comet,'' the first on the list, has returned, so ha? the " Lavandeira ; some 
others which changed their names,, may also be back, but unless taken on the 
Coast of Africa or lost, I think that at least 24 out of the 32 may still be looked for. 
You may judge of the time in which they are to be expected Mtck by the following 
calculations, made up from the parliamentary papers. It seems that out and home — 

Th« shoiteit Voyage. The longett. The .a?erage length of Voyages. 

Was in 1880, *4 months, 20 days. 11 months, 12 days. ^7 months, 23 days. 

„ 1881, 4 „ ,. 9 „ 18 „ 6 „ 5 „ , 

9 >. 21 „ 6 ,. 5 „ 

12 „ 11 „ -7 ,, 16 „ 

15 n 15 ,• 8 „ 12 ^, 

14 ,. d ., 7 ., 27 „ 

12 „ 6. »» 7 * ,. 9 „ ' 
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„ 1882, 4 


}> 


14,. 


,„ 1888, 4 


9* 


17 „ 


„ 1884; 5 


*>» 


21 „ 


„ 1885, 5 


» 


»n 


On the average of) . 
th«^six years, J 




28 „ 


» 
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The long vpyages are rare, they kje generally occaaonedtpy exlyaora&wy dnajB^ ^ 
on the coast, hy detention, b/ loss ol tune m changing Bap&tf ; and^80Hie%ies 
vessels, put down as long out, may have made an intermediate trip*,^ ^ W ^ 

At the end of four months from the ti|»e of their leaving HavQpjL they may daily •, 

come, and when out seven or eififat; months, it is only in rare cages' that they returtf 4 . 
at all. -^ < ^ ,^ " • . 

The place of landing the negr5es in Cuba is alwtiys left, 'in some *d^rBe, to the ^ 
master of the vessel in which they come, but, as stated in 4 letter dated 80th ^ 
April, 1835, from P. Martinez and Co. to the Captain of one of thar slavers, (see ♦ 
parliamentary papers, Class A, 1835, p. 75), the general desire is *' that the car- . ' 
goes be disembarked at Havana or Matanzas^ or any .other of the intermediate 
ports, such as Arcos de Canasi, Puerto Escondido, Santa Cruz, or failing ihese, 
at fianes ; but in case of bad weathef or chase, whenever it can be done, and though 
the owners dislike their vessels discharging on the south side of^the Island, whicff 
(as remarked in the prescribed letter), " is much exposed," yet many cargoes are 
landed there, as will be seen by the following list of the places at which, during the • 
last six mo&ths, vessels have put their negroes on shore, of 25 cargoes. ^ * 

9 were landed at Quanima. . 



4 


' near Trinidad. 


8 


at Manil. 


«2 


Camarioea. 


1 was „ 


Pueate de Guano. 


^ 99 




*■ f> 


Banes. ^ ' 


1 • .»> 


Cogtmai:, 


^ * *9 


Santa Cruz. 


^ 99 


Canimar. 


1 


near Santiago de Cuba: 


Which' shows the points more necessary to be watched. 
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• No. 28. 
•^Ziord Howard de Walden to VUeount Ptdmertton. — (Received Feinutry 6.) 

My Lord, " Madtid, FeBniarv ^1,1839. 

Having observed, on refe'rence to the arclilves in this Legation, that, in 
1833, Senfaor Gandido Joze Xavier, {hen Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to 
Her Mo8t Faithful Mt^esty, had, on a representation from the British Government 
respecting the eonduct of Senhor JoSo Bapliste Moreira, in regard to the Slave 
Trade, declared officially, that that individual had been dismissed from his- post as 
Consul and Ghargfr d'Aflkires at Rio de Jan«iro, I have addressed a note to the 
discount de Sh da Bandeira, a copy'of ivhich I enclose, requesting, for the infor- 
mation of Her M^esly's Govenuqent, that tiie reasons may be made known to me, 
which led to thetreinatatement in offite, of sin individual of such notoriety in Slave 
IVade transactions. 

I have, &c. 
^Signed) HOWARD DE WAL6eN. 

The Right Hon. Viacotait^Talmerston^ Q.C.B., - 



Encl6sii« in No. 28. 
Ijord Howard de PFaldento Viscount de Sd da Bandeira. 

MoNSiEm^LE VicoJrfTE, * Lisbon, January 16, 1839. 

My predecessor at this Court having received, so long ago as the year 1833, 
from his Excellency .Senhor Candido Joz6" Xavier, the Secretary of State for 
' JForeign AflFairs to Her Most Faithful Majesty, the ojS&cial declaration, in reply to 
representations brought forward on the part of the British Government, respecting 
' the protection given to slave-traders by Senhor JoSo Baptista Moreira, whose pro- 
ceedmgs have lately been the cause of a renewed correspondence on the above 
subject, that His Imperial Majesty the Dulte of Braganza, Regent, in the name of 
the Queen, had already, for motives not less painful, dismissed the said Moreira ; 
and Senhor Candido Joz6 Xavier expressed his hopes that Senhor Joaquim Barroso 
Perreira, who had been nominated as his successor by His Imperial Majesty, to the 
, Consulate- General and Charge d'AflFaires of Portugal at tne Court of Rio de 
Janeiro, would not give cause fof any just reclamations of this or any other nature. 
I trust, under these circumstances, Your Excellency will not object to favour me, 
for the information of Her Majesty's uovemment, with the reasons which, in face 
of such assurance, so honourable to the Emperor Don Pedrp, have led to the rein- 
statement of ^a Jierson, so denounqed in His Imperial Majesty's name^ and of such 
recorded notoriety in Slave Trade transactions. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

His ExeeOeney tie ytseaunt de Sdda Bandeira, 

^c 8fc. 8fc. . r 
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hofi Howard de WcMen to Viscount PalmeTSpm.'-r(J^^ceivid FebrudrftQ.) 
(Extract.) , ' LUbon^ January^, \9SQ/ ^ 

I HAVE again spoken to the Viscount de Sk da Bandeira on the subject of 3 
the .Slave Trade Treaty. On my representing to him the importance of a speedy J*^ 
decision on this question^ with reference to the approaching meeting of Parliapient, * 
he fully admitted it ; but, on my informing him 4;hat I had no autliority t& m&e ^ 
any concession whatever on the last points of difference, as reported in my Despatch, ' . « . 
of the 8th of December of last year, he gave me the intimation. I had been led to 
expect, that the matter must be determined by the Cortes. ij, 

I have no idea that any concessions on the particular points of dissent aboye 
referred to would alone insure the signature of the proposed Treaty, complete in * * 
other respects. I look upon the refusal of the Viscount de Sk da Bandeira to btf 
based on calculations of policy, influenced by the state of party, and of support 
sought for by him for his administration. 

t , ' ' ' , ^ 

No. 30, . ' * ^ 

Lord Howard de TVcdden to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received February Wy 

(Extract.) Lisbon, January 27 thy I83&. 

Hamng been infonned by Rear-Admiral Sir John Ommanney, that Her 
Majesty's ship, " Camelion" had been despatched from England, with a number of 
Portuguese on 'board, lately of the crew of the slave^ehip " DiBgente,*' captured ^ 
under Portuguese colours, by Her Majesty's jship " Electra," and who wete to be 
delivered over to the Portuguese authorities, in order that, on being proted to be i|^ 
guilty as slave traders, they might meet the punishment assigned for their crimes 
under the law of the 10th of December, 1836, prohibiting the Slave T^ade, I com- * 

mumcated the fact, though not in a formal manner, to the Viscoltot de Sa da JBan- 
deira, saying, that my motive for so doing, previous to having received any inHruc- 
tions myself, was to prevent all unnecessary delay in making the said prisoners' 
over to the Government, immediately on their arrival. 

The Viscount appeared to me to be extfemely annoyed. He told me on Aiy ^ ^ 
seeing him at Court to-day, that he had not yet consulted his colleagues on the 
nmtter, nor had he made up his. own mind as to the course to be pursued. He 
said that his impression was, th^t the ^Portuguese Government wouM refuse to* 
receive these prisoners, in consequence of their being captured to the south of the 
Line, and that the affair would make a great noise in Lisbon, and in the Cortes, 
and would be extremely inconvenient and embari-assing to the Crovemment. •' 

I replied that we should not care at all for noise in the Cortesf that we consi- 
dered ourselves in the right, aiMi had taken our line ;,thett i could easily understand 
how inconvenient it was to him and to the Government, to have thek sincerib^^in 
enforcing their 'law, for the abolition of the Slave Trade, and for Jhe punfth- 
, uient of those guilty of the traffic, thus brought practically and publicly before the * 
world, and put to the test af this moment ; fcut that, when those men arrived, I, at 
once, should call upon him officially, to receive 'them at my hands as criminals, 
and that upon the course the Government adopted, the spirit of sincerity, in which 
the negotiations for the accomplishment of a Treaty for me extinction of the Slave 
Trade had been conducted, would be judged. 

At this moment, we were summoned into the Queen's presence ; as there were 
several other persons waiting for audiences, and a Council of Ministers was to be 
held immediately afterwards, I had not an opportunity of" continuing the «on- 
versatidh. . , . . 

As, however, I think it highly probable, that the Portuguese -Government will . 
refuse to receive 1^6 individuals in question, I lose no time in requesting insltuc* 
tions as to the course to be pursued in regard to them, in such a contingency. 

No! 31. 

M. de^Carvathsrto Viscount Palmerston. — (Retfdved February 8, 1839.) 
• ". ■ 

The Undersigned, Change d' Affaires of Her Most Faithful Majes^, had 
the honour to receive the notcaddressed to liiin on the 2nd instant, by His Excel- 
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^ 4ency Lord Viscount Palmerston, Her Britannic INidjesty's Principal Secretary of 

jState fcr Foreign Affair^Sp which hw Excellency acquaints the Undersigned, that 

-!fj^Ir. Aiiiiitage, a mate ofTHer Britannic Majesty's ship, J^^over," intrusted with 

' . the charge of the schooner**" Flor de Loanda,'' and ofj^e persons belonging to 

^. that vessel, who have recently arrived in England, has ^Ipkn promoted to the rank 

V oi^ Lieuteiyint, as a mark of the* satisfaction with which Her Britannic Majesty's 

^^ Government have view^the proceedings of the '^ Rover.'* 

W His Excellency LordViscount Palmerston also acquaints the Undersigned, that 

' it is the intention of the Lorijg of the Admiralty to promote Lieutenant Bosanquet, 

of Her Majesty's ship ** Leveret,*' to the rank of commander, and to appoint him 

to the command of a ship of a superior class, to cruize upon the African station, as 

a reward for his activity and peileverance in the suppression of the Slave Trade ; 

" and His Excellency concludes by requesting the' Undersigned to communicate the 

preceding statement to the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, as containing 

^ evidence of the determination of Her Britannic Majesty's Government to watch 

over, and by eveiy proper means to accomplish, the suppression of the illegal traflSc 

in slaves. 

The Undersigned in reply has the honour to assm'e His Excellency Lord Vis- 
count Palmerston, that he wilknot fail to transmit to his Government by next Sa- 
tu4ky's mail, a copy of His Excellency's note, and at the same time begs leave to 
observe, that such a proceeding on the part of Her Britannic Majesty's Govern- 
J ment cannot but be deeply felt by that of Her Most Faithful Majesty ; for, with 

respect to the capture of the Portuguese schooner, " Fbr de Loanda," by the Bri-^ 
tish ship *^ Rover," it has already been proved without contradiction, that, there 
" being yet no new treaty con|J|ided between the two Crowns of Portugal and Great 
Britain for the total abolition of the Slave Trade, the existing treaties on this sub- 
A ject do not confer on British cruizers the LMst right to det&in any Portuguese 
ship employed in the Slave Trade, which mayTSe met with south of the equator > 
and such beiog the case with the *' Flar deLoanda/' the promotion of Mr. Ai*^ 



tageMthe rank oiiLiieutenant, as a mark of satisfacAin for the part he took iii^e 



procMdings of the "Rover," is not the rewarR of merit, but an encouragement to 
violate the law of nations, not creditable to any Goveiggient, and less to be 
expected from the British towards its ancient and ever faithful ally. 
^ The statement respecting the prooiotion of Lieutenant Bosanquet to the rank of 
^commander is still more extraordinary, and highly offensive to the dignity df the 
Portuguese Crown : since, after Her Britannic Majesty's Government had expressed 
their regret, that thcconduct of Lieutenant Bosanquet in searching the vessels in 
the harbour of Mozambique, without the permission and concurrjence of the Portu- 
guese authorities, and in searching the Spanish ship " Diogekesy'' and retaining 
possession of her, in a Portuguese harbour, had given jiust cause of complaint to the 
Government of Fortugal, it could hardly be thoughtthat Her Britannic Majesty's 
Government, instead of granting, as requested, a sul^lent reparation of the insult 
offjMaed to the ^Portuguese Crown and flag, and admitting the just claim preferred 
byWe owner of the " Diogenes^' for the sum of 181,855 dollars, as a compensa- 
tion for the losses and damages occasioned toihim by Lieutenant Bosanquet's attack 
upon, and detentioQ of, his vessel at Mo5anJfc[ue, woiflft reward the said Lieute- 
nant for his conduct, thus sanctioning the attack mdK bphim, in a port belonging 
to an ancient ally of his Sovereign, in contempt of the rights and dignity of the 
Crown of Portugal, and of the law of nations, which is, and ought effectually to be, 
the same for the weak, as well as the powerful. 

And are such the proper means which Her Britannic Majesty's Governmeilt are 
determined to pursue, in order to accomplish the suppression of the illegal traffic in 
riaves, at the time, moreover, that negotiations to this effect are pending between 
the two Crowns of Portugal and Great Britain? Let impartial justice^ecide 
wheth(JI they are worthy ot a liberal and enliglHped Government. 

Tl^ Undersigned avjols himself with great pleasure of this opp|||unity to renew 
to His Excellencjff^rd Viscount Palmerston, Ihe assurances of ^^ highest consi- 
deration, i^ 

(Signed) CfifEV. REBEH|| jtfe CARVALHO 

Londoriy February 7, 183^ . ^ M^ % 

The Right Hon. Viscount ^Umerston, G.C.B. ^^ 

cfc. Sfc. Sfc. 
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* No. 32. 

Lord Howard de Tf^alc^n to Viscount PaJmerston.-^Received February I2.1ttL 
(Extract.) ^ iZfbon, February 2, 1839. 

* I HAD yesterday an interview with the Viscount de Sk da Bandeira atj^ie 

Foreign OflGice, when I communicated to His Excellency the contents of yow 
Despatch of the 19th of January last. Slave Trade, in which your Lordship states 
the grounds on which Her Majesty's Government must refuse to admit of any con- 
cession on the four points, which had been specified l^y me as the principal cavses 
of dissent oa the part of the Viscount de Sa, to the last project of treaty for the 
abolition of the Slave Trade. 

His Excellency declared that i\LAe was no force in any of your Lordship's rea- 
soning, except in regard to the non*insertion of the clause regarding ancient 
treaties (as required by the Viscount de Sa) ; the objections to which he remarked 
were "specious." He then added, that these were not all the objections he had to 
the project ; that there were many others. 

I reminded hhn, that the points in question were the* objec#i>ns he had made to 
the text of the project as it stood ; that we had not gone into the question of 
insertions, modifications, and amendments, which he migpt desire to make in i^ to 
'*Tender it more in conformity to the project which he had proposed ; that it was 
quite unnecessary for us to enter into further detailed discussion, being at variance 
on so many main points, on which Her Majesty's Government could not make aay 
ccmce^sion ; that upon these alone the negotiation must be brought to a close, li 
not agreed to by the Portuguese Government. .^ 

I wen entered into a long discussion with the Viscount de S& on the incon- 
venient effect his resistance would entail on the general relations existing betweea m 
.Portugal and Great Britsdn, pointing out how little sympathy he would obtun 
from his '' protection of the slave-traders," as that was, in fact, the practical view 

^ wlSeh would be taken of hii course of policy with regard ^ the Slave Trade 

treaty ; that as for difficulty with t&e Cortes, I was myself perfectly satHfidl; Uiat 
no one would get uf^to say one word publicly against the proposed Slave Tia4e 
treaty, if declared necessary by the Government for the prosperity of the Portuguese 
colonies ; that Portugal gained nothing by Uie delay in the Treaty, while, accord- 
ing to his own admission, he was retarding the civilization and prosperity of heH^ 
" colonies, and endangering her relations wim Great Britain. 

The Viscoimt had recourse only to his old arguments, but on my pressing 
him for a decision on the Treaty, he readied, '' perhaps you may be able to ^gn 
it with another Minister.'^ 

This gave rise to some conversation on the instability of the Government, but on 
my not admitting the probability of a change, he concluded by saying he must see 
what the Cortes woula say on the subject of the Slave Trade, on discussing the 
Address. Qn my asking him who was "likely to introduce a discussion on tins 
topic, he informed me he would himself speak on the subject ~*^ 

f -^5 r = ^ 

^ ^ Na 33. 

Lord Howard de fValden to Viscount Pabnerston. — (Received February 12,) 

(Extract.) Lisbon, February 5, 1839. 

With reference to my Despatch, Slave Trade, of the 27th of January, I 
have the honour to inform your Lordship, that Her Majesty's ship ** CameUofiT 
arrive^ last night, having on board only 9 out of the 14 Portuguese prisoners 
named in the list sent out tq>|{lear- Admiral Sir John Ommanney,^y the 
Lords Commisfidoners of Admiralty. ^ 



No. 



My Lord, 



41 ^ttp^^^' P<iimerslorktojjord Howard de WMon. 

Foreign dfice, February lAtk, 1839. 



I HAVE received your Lordship's Despatch, Slave Trade, of the 27th of 
January, 1839, respecting certain individuals, who formed mR ofthe crew d[the 
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Portuguede slaye-vessel ^' DiUgente/^ l^ecently captured by Her Majesty's ship 
^* Electra/' and who have been sent to Lisbon, to be there deliver^ up iMtike 

^Portuguese authorities, to be tried by Portuguese law. 

• - With reference to my Despatch to your Lordship, of the 2nd instant, I have 
to instruct you, to cause the men in question to be handed over to the Portuguese 
(Wernment ; and 1 have to desire, that your Lordship at the same time will present 
a TOte to the Portuguese Government, calling upon that Government to bring the 
men in question to punishment, by due process of Portuguese law. It must rest 
with the Portuguese Government to take what couijse it chooses to adopt on this 
matter ; but when once the individuals in question have been given up to the Por- 
tuguese Authorities, neither Sir John Ommanney nor your Lordship will have any 
more concern with them. * * 

You will consult widi Sir John Ommanneyjas to the manner of carrying tins 
instruction into effect. It am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Th^ Lord Howard de fTalden, 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 

, No. 35. 

discount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden. 

'My Lord, Foreign Office, February 16<A, 1839. 

I HATE received 3-our Lordship's Despatch, marked Slave Trade,^of the 
6th instant; and 1 herewith forward to your Lordship a copy of a Despatch 
and of its enclosures, which 1 have received from Her Majesty's Commissioners 
at Rio de Janeiro, and which contains the pnly information received at this 
office respecting the capture of the Portuguese slave vessel ^^ DiUgente!' 
beyond that which has already been communicated to your Lordship in my 
Desp^td| of the tnd instant. 

fam, &c. 
^ (Signed) •PALMERSTON. 

Lord Howard de Walden^ * 

^ 8[c. 8fc. 8fc. 



Enclosure in No. 35. 

Rio Commssioners to Viscount Palmerston. — December 12, 1838. 

(See Chws^A., No. 53, p. 130.) 

lHo. 36. ^ 

Lord Howard de fFalden to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received February 19.) 

(Extract.) h Lisbon, February llth, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt" of your Lordship's De- 
spatch of the 2nd instant. Slave Trade, relative to part of the crew of the Portu- 
guese slaver *' Diligente*^ who have been sent to Lisbon in Her Majesty's ship 
*^ Camelion," to be delivered over to the Pcwrtuguese authorities, to be punished 
under the law prohibiting the Slave Trade. 

I shall lose no time in addressing the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira on the sub^ 
ject 

I Iqarn from Rear- Admiral Sir John ^mmanney, that only nine out of the fourteen 
4^ameAn the list transmitted by your Lordship have as yet arrived ; the remaining 
fi^e ]^e not accounted for. 



-ir 






No. 37. I- 

* Viscount Pijdmerston to %ord Howard de fValdenF 

Mt Lord, Foreign Office, February 23, 1839. 

I u£REWi|pi transiHjIl to your Lordship, for your informatii*, a copy 
* t . G 2 
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of a letter which I have received from Messrs. Simpson and Cobb, re^pectin^ 
tho. slave vessel the *^ Flor de Loandai' and a copy of the answer which I 
have returned thereto. l 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

ht^ Howard de JValden^ ^T^ . 

^c. ii;c. Sfc. 



I « 



First Enclosure in No. 37. 

Messrs. Simpson and Cobb to Viscount Palmerston. 

^y Lord, 11, Austin FriarSy February 2, 1839. 

Wk have the honour to enclose, for your Lordship's consideration, the 
copy of a letter, which we have felt it our duty to address to the SolicitcA* for 
the Admiral^, on behalf of Captain Barboza, of the Portuguese brig ** Fhr 
'^^' de Loanda^'^^nd his companions, and of Mr. Jones's reply to us. 

*• In bringing this subject under vour Lordship's notice, vsf beg leave to add, 
that we have no desire to ])ress mr extreme right on behalf of these parties, 
and in proposing that the ship and cargo should Bfe restored to Captain Bar- 
boza, we hope that we have asked for nothing unreasonable under tne circum- 
stances of the case. 

W^c have ^cc 

(Signed) ' SIMPSON and COBB. 

Hie Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
8fc. fyc. Sfc. 

^ 



Sub-Enclosure A. in No. 37. 

Messrs. Simpson and Cobb to Mr. Jones. 

Sir, No. 11, Austin Friars, January 31, 1839. 

Captain BAR^Ife a, having been ^-eleased from his confinement, has 
arrived in town, and has consulted us on the subject o#the seizure of his vessel 
^nd cargo, her detention after the result of the ,M^t€d Commission at Rio was 
'declared, and the injuries which he and his companions have suflFered. 

Looking at the result of the proceedings before the Mixed Commission at 
Rio de Janeiro, a copy of whicn is now before us, and the release of Captain ^ 
Barboza after the issuing of the writ of Habeas Corpus, we cannot consicter <li 
the result of an appeal to a court of justice on their behalf as at all doubtful ; 
but we have no wish to resort to such an alternative, unless compelled to do 
so, and the conduct we have ptirsued in not calling ^r a return of the writ, 
will, we hofg^ be taken as evidence o# our wish to act with moderation. 
Under these circumstaiices, we have considered it advisable to address the 
present communication to you, in the hope that Her Majesty's Government 
will give immediate orders for the release^f the brig '* Fhr de Loanda^ and 
her cargo, and if this should be done, we should advise Captain Barboza to 
rest satisfied, and waive any claim for damages ; but if Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment should decline to grant this reasonable request, we must then consider 
what steps he should adopt, for the purpose of obtaining redress for the 
injuries which he has sustained. We thmk it right to add, that we now ad- 
dress you as the Solicitors of Captain Barboza and^his companions, and that we 
are instructed by them, and not by the Portuguese minister, who, having pro- 
cured the release of his countrymen, has done all that at present he considers 
necessary on his part. ^ 

W^e have &c Mt 

Charles Jones, Esq. (Signed)' ' SIMPSQJ^ and COBB. 



Sub-Enclosure B. in No. 37. 



Mr. Jones4o Messrs. Simpson^ andS!obb. ^: '^ 

Gentlemen, "■ * Lancaster pLce, February\ IS39. 

I ]Beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your m|^§y)f yesterday's 

4 . r-# 
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date, appying, on behalf of M. Barhpza for the restoratiop of the '* Flar de 
Loanda'' and her cargo of slaves, a^to acquaint you that, as the disposal of 
||Ab that vessel and her cargo rests with the department of Her Majesty's Pfin- 
^ft': cipal Secretary of State tor For^n Affairs, between whom and Mr. Carvalho, 
the Chargfe d* Affaires of the Qdi^ of Portugal, some correspondence has talcen 
place on thejjfcject, it is norra'my power to give any answer to your appli- , 
cation. ^ 

I am, &c. ^ 

# (Signed) . CHARLES JONES. 
^ , , Friars. 

Second EniSlosure irf No. 37. .y 

Mr. Strangfjoays to Messrs. Simpson anffCohb. 
Geni^emen, ^ , Foreign Office^ February 22, 1839. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to acquamt you, with reference to 
your application to his Lordship respecting the slg^e-vessel the ** Flor (ie Loanda,'* g^ 

that nothing, which has occurred with respect to that vessel, can he considered as 
depriving tne captors of the right to take her and her^slaves for adjudication, to a 
Mixed British and Portugue^Court of Commission. '^ 

For although both the shi^nd her owner were Brazilian and not Portuguese, 
in the view in which the Brazilian Court would have had to consider them ; and 
although, therefore, the Mixed British and Brazilian Court of Commission might 
bave proceeded on sure groimds to adjudicate the case; yet as M. Barboza was by 
birth a Portuguese, and insisted on these circumstances as exempting him from the 
jurisdiction of the Brazilian Commission, he cannot now, with propriety, object ^ 
the jurisdiction of a Portuguese Commission. 

Her Majesty's Government have accordingj^determined, that the case of the 
^* Flor de Loandci' shall be submitted to the Mixed British and Portuguese Com- 
mission at Sierra Leone ; and the vessel, which, not being sea-worthy, has been 
detained at Rio Janeiro, will be kept in deposit to await the judgment of the 
Court. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. #i STRANGWAYS. • 

Messrs* Simpson and Col§^, ^^ 

8fc. Sfc. 0'< ^ m * 

♦ No. 38. ^ 

^ Lord Howard de fValden to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received February 26.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, February 16, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the re^lKpt of your Lordship's instruc-* 

tions, relative to the individuals, lately |fcrt of the crew of the slaver^^ JDi/ig'^n^e," 

captured by HerMajesty's ship " Electra," and who have fteen sent out to Lisbon 

by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to be dehvered over to the Portu- 

y guese Government, to be tried for the offence which they have conunitted against 

the laws of Portugal. 
|| I herewith enclose a copy of the note, which I have addressed to the Viscount de ^ 

Sa da Bandeira on the subject. To this communication I received from His 
Excellency, after two days' interval, a note, requesting to know in what latitude 
the '' Diligente^^ had been captured ; of this I transmit a copy, as alse of my reply, ^ 

^ furnishing His Excellency witji an extract from the Log^f .Her Majesty's ship 

«* Electra." I have, &c. ^ ** 

(SigneJ HOWARD DE WALDEN. ^ 

,. ^yhe Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 

"^ % Cfc. Sfc. 8fc. 4P^ 
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First Enclosure in No. 38. 
Lord Howard to Viscount de S& da Bandeira. 
MtLoAd, ^ Lisbon. February 11,1839 

The Undersigned, .&c. has the honour^to inform the Viscount de Sk da ^jjtk 
Bandeira, &c. ^alSbine persons, part of the crew of the Portugu^|p)rigantine- ^^ 

m- 
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schooner '' DUigente,' captured^ laying 302 daves en board, by Her Ma^egty's 
ship ^' EHeetra, have been i^ent to lieboisy under orders from Her Mi^esfyB 
Government, to be delivered over to the GovemmeiAi»f Her Most Faithful Majeir^, 
to be dealt with by them according to the law of Portugal, by wkidi the i^lave 
Trade is prohibited, and the penalties regulated,^ which those g)ii}ty of pmtici- 
pation in this infamous traffic are to be visited. ' *^ 

A mate and a corporal of Her Majesty's ship M Electra," have also arrived as 
witnesses, to give evidence against the above-mentioned individuals, and are in 
possession of documents explanatory of the ^gi||e. 

The Undersigned having reported these circumstances to the Visoouztt de Sa da. 
Bandeira, awaits information from His Excellency, as to the delivering up to the 
Portuguese Government of the nine men in 'question, whose names are herewith 
"recorded, in order thatr being Portuguese subjects, they may be tried for their 
offences by the Portuguese Tribunals. 

As the Undersigned has reason to believe^ that the '' Diligente'' was fitted dut in^ 
the Tagus, he therefore thinks it useful to call the attention of the Viscount de Sk 
to this circumstance, which, if correct, can no doubt be proved, and would aggra- 
vate materially the criminality of those engaged in the Slave Trade enterprize oi 
this vessel bearing the Portuguese flag. 
^ The Undersigned, &c. 

(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

Names of the Nine Persons forming part of the Crew of the Slaver ^DtRgente^* 

Josfe Martinho. Carlo Fereira. 

Manoel Martinho. Pedro Antonio. # 

Francisco Joze. Francisco da Silva. 

JoBo Santiago. ♦ Josfe Francisco. 

Josfe Estevao. 

His EccceUeney the Viscount de Sdde Bandeira. 
8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



My Lord, \ Foreign Affairs' Office, February 13<A, 1839. 

Having received your Lordship's note of the 11th instant, in which your 
Lordship informs me, that nine sailors belonging to the Portuguese brigan^ne 
** DiUgerde^'' captured^ with dO^^slaves on board, by Her Botannic Majesty's brig- 
of-war '' Electra," and who are sent by the British GfO^enmient to be judged by 
the Portuguese laws, which prohibit the trade in slaves, I have the honmn* to requea^ 
that your Lordship may be pleased to dedare in what latitude and longitude the 
said brigantiDe,io which the above-mentioned sailors belong, was captured ; as also 
that your Lordship may be pleased to conununicate to me such communioatiQiffi as 
your Lordship possesses, and upon which your Lordsi^p declares in the said 
Brte, that you have every reason to believe, thi^ the said brigantine was equipped hi 
tills port. I remain, &c. 

(Signed) SA DA BANDEIRA. 

The Lord Howard deMfalden, 



Third Enclosure in No. 38. H 

Lord Howard de TValden to Viscount de Sd da Bandeira. 

Monsieur Le Vicomte, Lisbon, February Uth, 1839. 

I LOSE no time in forwarding to Your Excellency the information you 

request in yow note jf jtesterday , respecting the captur^of the slaver " Biligente,^ 

r^ which will be found in the accomn^ying extract from the Log of Her Majesty's 

ship/'Electyfe." Any additional particulars required by Your Exc^eoi^ cm 
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•» iKTranslation.) ^ ,»;^ 

FUcount de Sd da Bandeira to Lord Howard de Wedden. * 
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probably be supply by tbe witneflses^ who, I hs^ already infarmed Your Ex^- 
hncy, hav^J^een i^nt out to Lisboa by Her Britannic Majesty's Government) for 
die purpo^Mf affording to Uj^ proper authorities, evidence in the prosecution of 
tibo^of the slave-trading crew, who are placed at the disposal of the GroverQu^ent 
of 1^ Most Faithful Majesty. .„ * 

The above witnesses are ready to make their depositiAft before any magistrate, 4 
pointed out or named by Your Exc^Jiency as authwizetf to receive the same. 

With respect to the fitting out of the " Diligerde'' in this port, having furnished M 
Your Excellency with the name of the vessel, as well as of part of the crew, who 
are Portuguese subjects, and havisfg relations and acquaintance at Lisbon, no diffi- 
culty can be experienced on the part of the Custom House or the police, in giving 
Your Excellency every particular which may tend to identify hw, if the vessel sus- 
pected ; but, with respect to which further evidence, taken before the Mixed Com- 
mission at SBerra Leone, will, no doubt, afford all necessary information^ 
*^ 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

His Excellency the Viscount de Sd da Bandeira^ ♦ 

Sf€. 8fc. Sfc. 
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Copy of the Log of Her Majesty's Sloop <* Electra," on the Ist of December, 1838. 



I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 



GoinM« 



N^«E. 



I 



109 



Connes. 



N.N.&iE. 

N. E. by N. 
N. N. B. 

N. by B. 
N. by B. ^ B. 
N.byB. 
N. N. B. 
N.byE.|K 

S. by E. i E. 



Winds. 



Vble. 



Batt 



Vble. 



LstitncleS. 



D.R. 



16.40 



Obs. 



16.38. 



way. 



Sqoalh. 



Longitude W. 



D.R. 



29.29 



Chr. 



29.M 



Remarks.— -Her Majesty's ship ^ Eteetrs," Dee. 1, 1839. 



▲.M. — ^Moderate breezes and hasy. in flying jiby earned 
away maia-top-gallant sheet; 2 . 20^ squally, up mainsail> 
and lowered top-gallant sails ; 2.30, set ditto; 4, firesh 
breeses and squally ; 5. 10, squally, in to|»-galliuit sails ; 
6, set ditto ; 7.30, set main royal and flying jib ; 8, calm 
and don^; 9, nrastered by divisions; 9.15, obserfeda 
suspicious schooner on weather bow ; hoisted American 
colours; schooner showed Monte Videan; 10. 10, schooner 
hauled to the wind, hoisted our colours, which was not 
answered; fired a gun; schooner not shortening sail, 
fired several shots close to her ; noon, schooner tacked. 

Schooner N. JV B. 1 mile. 



Bearings and Distance at IH^jl 



8 

9 

Id 

11 

12 



F/ 



Up. 
Off 



Comtes. 



N.B.i& 



N.byB. 

N.B.bylf. 
N. N.'w. 



N.byB. 

N^^B. 
North. 

N.byB. 
N.byB.|B. 



Winds. 



E.byN. 



Vble. 



Lee- 
way. 



SqiiaUs. 



Isle Fsroando de Noronha N. IT W. 780 Miles. 



Reoarkt.— Her Maj( 



iestj^i 



ship <'Blectra," Dec 1, 1838. 



p.l^~Fresh breeses and squally; 12.10, tacked, fired 
sevenil shot close aloogside of sclM>oner ; 1, she shortened 
sail, and hoisted Forti^ese coknin ; shortened iail, We 
to, and boarded the « Diligent^ brigantine with 302 
slaves OS board, bound to Rio; sent Lieirtenant Heseltiao, 
Mr. Paison, Mate, A^e seamen, and three Marines^ to 
take her to Rio, with six weeks' provisions, and nine casks 
of wvfesr; 4, ditto wer^ received 14 men (pari oC the 
crew) fiBom the schooner ; 6^ squally, with raia; 6.20, 
filled, made sail, and parted company with prise, giving 
her threQ cheers^ squally ; in third reef of misen topsail 
and top -gallant sails fjnidnifl^t, ditto 

(Signed) ^JS^M. PRESTON, Commander. 
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No. 39. , ^ 

Lord Howard de Walden to Fiscomt Palmerst^. — (Received February 26.) 

(Extract.) ^ lAsbanr February Idikr I83a 

The debate in the Chamber of Deputies, oi]||^ Slave Trade abolitien 
craestion, adjourned <hi Saturday the 9th instant, was resumed on Wednesday. 
The general tone ^ the disemskm was creditable and satisfiactoiry. The TariMs. 
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amendments, which had been'^posed on the first day's discuss^n, were withdrawn, 
after the speech of Viscount de Sk da Bandeira, under an explanatiorymde, asontlie 
part, of the House, by Senhor Joze da Silva Carv^fio, that having 4|pessed una- 
nimously their desire that the Slave Trade should be effectually put dodBLthe *%* 



Government were caUid upon to concert the proper means of carrying int 
without delay, the ob^^^ey all had in view. 

On the following day Pballed on the Viscount de S^ da Bandeira, in order that 
he might fix a time, when the question of the acceptance or rejection of the ulti- 
matum of Her Majesty's Government, might be definitely announced to me. 

The Viscount de Sa admitted that the tone of " the Cortes had relieved him from 
much of anticipated difficulty in that quarter ; but, from his language, it was evident 
to me that he had not at all altered his intention of refusing to sign the Treaty. 
He again alluded to the unsuitableness of making any engagements in perpetuity, 
harping upon the nofessity of the absolute power of revision, and denouncing as 
absurd and impracticable Ani^ex C. '** 

The Right of Visit constitutes, I have no doubt, the real objection of the 
Viscount to the principle of perpetuity so contested by him. 

I in vain endeavoured to combat the pertinacity, with which His Excellency 
insisted upon the duration of the Treaty being for a limited period, by calling 
on hun to state to me, what practical inconveniences there were, which even the 
Ik^liest imagination could conjure up as possible to be incurred by Portugaui, 
which could lor a moment be weighed against the positive and immediate loss, under 
which, according to his own admission, this country was sufferiigL from the conti- * 
nuance of Slave Trade in her colonies. I then entreated him to consider the extent 
of tlie disgrace upon the Portuguese flag, and the embarrassment to the Govern- 
ment in their relations with Great Britain, which would be entailed as the conse- 
quence of ly*eaking off the negotiations of the Treaty, on such grounds as those he 
had stated, with regard to Annex C. I pointed out to him, that it might be true 
that' certain provisions might be difficult of execution in the Portuguese colonies; 
and* that also, as he argued, changes might and probably would take place, after 
lapse of time, to render alterations highly necessary ; but I^xplained to him, that 
we proposed this code of regulations, as the result of long consideration and experi- 
ence, as the one best calculated, as at present informed, to attain the object in view 
—the welfare of the liberated Africans ; that it was never deemed to be immuta- 
ble ; that this being the case, it might be looked upon even as only a basis, on 
which he would find Her Majesty's Government at all times ready to co-operate 
with the Portuguese Government, for the purpose of amending existing, or enact- 
ing any new; regulations, which might be rendered desirable for the protection and 
benefit of the free blacks in question. 

The Viscount replied to my jirguments, that he could not, in his conscience^^ve 
up these points ; and that being the case,*he did not see what could be don^the 
interests and dignitj^f the country being involved in these concessions. 

On this I asked mm whether he considered the interests and dignity of the 
country, when he recollected the consequences of breaking off this Treaty ; that the 
prosperity of the colonies would be deferre^hereby indefinitely ; that his country 
woulck be dei^nced by all the civilized wond, as the protector of Slave-traders 
and the abettor of the Slave Trade ; that in the British Parliament the strongest 
measures adopted* against Poi-tugal would be hailec^^with acclamation, while 
speeches there pronounced, most injurious to the character of the Government and 
of the nation, would go forth to all parts of the world unanswered ; that he and his 
friends might cry out and declaim against us in reply as much as they liked in the 
Cortes ; that nothing they said would be heard of or read out of Portugal. 

1 then renmided him of the consideration of the honour of the flag, and asked 
him whethef^ovoking proceedings against it was consulting the honour anfl dig- 
nity of the nation. I concluded, however, by saying, that I did not call upon him 
for a definitive answer on the subject of the Treaty that day, but that I should do so 
on Saturday, after 41^ had had tJ^leto consult with his colleagues. 

No. 40. 

Lord Howard de fFalden to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received Febrtw/fy 26.) 
(Extract.) ^ Lisbon, February 17, 1839. 

I CALLED yesterS^ on the Viscount de S4 da Bandeira, according to ap- 
pointmentt to receive from His Excellency the communication gjf the decision of toe 
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;f Portuguese Government, as to the acceptance or ne^tion^ tliem of the definitive 
Aprojeet of Treaty ibr the abolition of the Slave Tnide, proposed by Her Majesty's 
uovernment after the most mature consideration, and adopted as the result o'f the 
loiM{J>ending negotiations for the fulfilment of the engagements of the Crown of 
Ptnugal, and which had been presented by Mr. Jemingham on the 1st of last 
August, as the ultimatum of Her Majesty's Government. 

On my inquiring of His ExcellQpcy, what communicoition he had to make to me^ 
he placed in my hand copies of your Lordship's note of the 2nd of this month to 
Sennor Carvalho, the Portuguese Charge d'Anaires, and of the answer which that 
d|^' agent of the Portuguese Government had returned to it. I returned the papers to 
him, saying that 1 had already received from your Lordship a c^py of the first note, 
but had not seen the second, (t. e. the answer,) remarking that all such painful 
correspondence would j^ave been avoided by the conclusion of the proposed Treaty, 
and that this was another instance of the importance — as i^ecting a good under* 
*^ standing between the two Go^rnments— of its signature. 

His Excellency declared that, treated as he was, he would never sign the 
Treaty ; that he would not be dictated to in the manner which had been attempted 
by the British Government ; that it was not so that a friendly country was to 
be treated; that, after all the trouble he had taken, for the purpose of* con- 
cluding a satisfactory Treaty, the result of previous labours had been set aside * 
by your Lordship, and an entirely new counter - project had been brought 
forwai-d ; that there had, in fact, t*en no question of negotiation ; that your Lord- 
^ ship's Despatch to Mr. Jerningham, which had been communic«ated to him by 
your Lordsnip's instructions, had made it impossiljle for him to consent to adopt the 
Treaty in the form in which it was presented ; that his honour forbade him to do 
80 ; that, let the consequences be what they might, he would not now sign this 
Treaty ; that the fault would not be his, and that therefore he did not care, and 
that he would publish all the correspondence. 

He assured me he did not mean to say anything offensive ; but that he thought 

himself ill treated, and that justice had not been done to his intentions, which had 

,^ caused him to exprev himself with warmth as to his determination. 

f I replied, that as he had come to a decision, there was but little liore to he said ; 

that although I could not at all comprehend the feelings which had influenced him, 

^ in persevering in a policy so certain to produce consequences directly at variance 

with the interests of his country, yet that I must make some comment upon the 

inaccuracy of several of the assertions he had advanced in support or justification of 

^ his nne of conduct. 

First, with regard to. the counter-project which* had been presented by Mr. 
Jerningham, accompanied by a communication, whigh he appeared to consider 
offensive. I must call his Excellency's attention to the fact, that the counter- 
project in question was nothing more or less thali the general winding up of 
all previous propositions and counter - propositions ; that I need only refer 
him to the original project, to prove the extent of th^i^alterations which had 
been made during the late negotiations, and the desire which had been mani- 
fested by Her Majesty's Government to meet His Excellency's views and 
wishes, wherever it was practicable ;*that this counter-project being the result of 
mature deliberationi Her Majesty's Government having gone to the utmost point, 
id adopting the amendments and alterations proposed by Portugal, Mr. JerninghaiA 
was desired not to send ttack again (it being useless to do so) any of those proposi- 
tions not consented to, and which Her Majesty's Government had thus deliWrately 
and definitively rejected ; that this counter-project, wj[pch the Viscount de Sk deno- 
minated quite new, was, to all intents and purposes, as far as the question of nego- 
tiation was to be considered, nothing more than the draft of the counter-project 
which he had presented, though amended in form, and adapted tit the principles 
necessary to be adhered to by Her Majesty 'd Government ; that negotiations could 
not go on indefinitely ; that when points of dissent existed, the time must come 
when one party or the other must at last propose their ultMatuni, and that Her 
Majesty's Uovernment had adopted this course onfy after four years' fruitless nego- 
tiation ; that now, upon the causest||lleged by him for his dissent, would the sin- 
cerity of the motives of his rejection of this Treaty be pronounced by the world. 

I then proceeded to remark upon what he said with respect to the tone of some 
of your Lordship's official communications. I admitt^ they w^j^ not couched in 
the terms usual towards a Government, in relatio^j[.of strict friendship with 
another, but I begged leave to refer him to his own correspondence, to the notes 

Class B. — Further Series. H 
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^Ivbhbehad signed, oj^adc^^defed to. Wpcesei^ June^ %dd]»M«i 

"* to me after my departure frpm lisbon, respecting the Slave Trade,- a n%irmd- 
' on ^e'part of Senhor Carvalho, respecting the *^ Diogene^' and also a third respeet- 
kkg the '' Flor de L(Mm4Bt»' and to askliim whether he was to sttppooe, that tbe 
offensive terms and spirit of those notes, for which he was responsihk^ whoe^^r 
might be the authors, could lie expected by him, to be passed over by ycMour. 
Loixl^ip, and to be nugatory, as to their effect, Q|a tbe £ri«dly «nd oonciliatory tone 
^ which had so long and so unprofitably bean- maintained towrards Ute Portugnefle 

Government I reminded Ihe Viscoimt de Sk that in fact, even smee ^ 
Revolution, the system of the Portuguese Government, as illusUrated by IheirJ^ 
< measures and actsj^had been as hostik as posfi^Je towards Great Britain ; thal;.^^ 
therefore, your Lordship could not look upon the Government of Portugal as 
standing in r^ations of ^ct friend^p towards that of Hei^^Vlajeaty. 
* The Viscount was unwilling to admit, that the tone of tlie notes referred to was 

such as I had claft-actferized, and he proposed to g^ over th€im at an early day». 
with me, it fteing too late then to do so. I then inquired of His Bxaellency, 
^, whether it was his intaHaon to forward any ins(k»ctioHS to the Pertugt^ Chaig^ 

d* Affaires in London> to make any communication on His Excellency s pa|t, in 
expiaiiation to your Lordship on the subject of the breaking off the negptiations of 

the Treaty, -jtt ' 

He replied, that he did not mean to make any cammunftation.to the FSrtugueae 
Charg6 d' Affaires, that he had nothing more%) add to what he had said to me ; 
that he could not sign any Treaty d^rtajbed^ as this had beeUi to the Government of ^ 
► Portugal. jn ^ 



'* 



No. 4L 
Lord Howard de Wcdden to P^iS^nt Palmerston. — (RecetMd March 3*)- 
My Eord, ^ Lisbon^ Fehruary 18fA, 1839. 



m 



f OMixttl), owing to press of time^ in reporting] to your Lordship 
yesterday, the substance of my final interview, on the previous day, with tiie 
Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, with reference to the signature of the proposed Slave 
Trade Treaty, to record a most important feature in our discussion, which was that 
refkting to the ex^tent of the engagen^ents of the Crown of Portugal, under thejnie 
interpretation of existing Treaties. * * 

On my laying great stress on the,. pledges given by ^e Crown of Pc^Hiigal to 
co-operate with GreA Britain to put down the Slave Trade, and on the extetit to 
which, in direct violation oi ^e stipulations of Treaties, the Portuguese Govern^ 
ment had ever since 1826 predicted this traffic. His Elxcellency contended, that it 
had been legal south of the line, until the puUicatioa of the Decree of tKe lOth 
Pecepber^ 1836. 

1 called upon him to turn to the Treaty of 1815, and to the Convention of 1817, 
the last of which indeed, under the additional Article x)f 11th September, 1817> 
had in fact be^me the special law applicable to the Slave Trade, since the 
abolition of the Slave Traae by the Decree of the 10th of l^ecember, 1836. I 

E)inted out to His Excellency, that by Article 4th of the Treaty of 1815, '* Tlfe 
gh contracting parties reserve to themselves, and engage to determine, by a 
sepai'ate treaty, ^e period at which the trade in slaves s^ll universally eesfie, and 
be prohibited, throughout the entire dominions of Portugal ;" but that the rrinea 
Regent renewed his declaration and engagement, that during the interval which i» 
to elapse l^efore such general and final at^ition of the Slave Trad^ ^it shall not 
he lawful for the subjects of Portugal to engage in the same, or to permit their fla^ 
to be used, except for the purpose W supplying the transatlantic possessioos 
belonging to the Crown of JPortugal ;*' that in Article 1st of the Convration o£ 
1817, \4hich was to be considered as the real basis of the Treaty, and the tn& 
interpretation of the spirit of the engagements contracted by the Crown, it was 



^ distinctly laid down, that '* the object of the Cmvention was^ on the part of die tmp 

*.^ Governnaents, mutually to prevent their respective subjects from carrying on A 

illicit slave trade ;" that the two high contracting Powers declare, that they cf^nsider 
' illicit, any tr|||£ in slaves carried on under th^oUowing cireumstancas >— 
1st Either byjBritisbKhips, and under the British flag, w for the account of 



as *' illicit, any tr|||£ in slaves. carried on under th^oUowing cireumstancas > 

'' 1st. Either byjBritishMhips, and under the British flag, 
British subjects, by any msel, or under any flag whatsoever.. 
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V ' ' '*2iirfr By Pdrtognefte vegBcU m any rf tte Jiai^biMR *or roads of the 'Coak rf ^ 
Afri^ wlttcli are plroiiibited l^tke 1st Article of die.Treaty of tbe22ad Jaauar^, . 
JSIS, , " ^' 

"3rd. UndeK the Portuguese or British flag^ for the^luxonnt df the sub^fects ©f 
any other Govmiinent. 

f^ 4th. By Portuguese ve^^ds hound for any mrt not in the dominions of His 
Most Faithful M^«ty."1^ # ' ^ 

J That although it was true, that a reservation had been made at the tiiM in fav^pur 
the Transatlantic Dominions of the Crown of Portugal, yet that even tne exercise 
of that right had been invested ip^ilh numerous restrictions^ fof the special purpose ^ * 
of preventiM^ abuse under the clause of reservation. 

I called nis ExceUlncy's att^tion also to the form of Instructions for Cruizers, 
in which it is di^indlj^ laid down that the exception made is o«ly in favovr of 
what has jbeen defined as legal traffic ; that by Article 4th of the Convention rf 
1817, wlfere the traflBc continued to be lawful, every vess^ destined for the Slave 
Trade nn^ neverthelpBS be provIRed with a Royal Pasiplh;, conformable to the 
xaoSA annexed to the Convention, of whidi this model formed '' an integral part -^ 
that^lius^pasfi^rt is to be signed by the "Minister and Secretary of State Tor the 
A^Tairs qiff he Marine a^ Transatlantic Dominions, and to be granted solely under 
special conditions and m)ligaftoniy and they are moreover to show, that they have 
complied with the provisions of the Alvara of the 24t^ of November, 1813, by 
\, xVv which His Majesty was pleased to regulate ^ conveyance of Slaves from the 
# * coast of Africa to his dominions of Brazil ;*' *' tbat this paasport is to specify the 
number of Slaves authorized under the Royal License." ^ 

I then proceeded to analyze the separate Article of the 11th of September, 1817, 
which I contended was evidently to be interpreted according to the tr\ie spirit of 
preceding Treaties, as a. provision for that mw state of things^ which was con- ^ 
templated on the general abolition of the ^ave Trade taking place in Portugal; 
and that in default of other stipulations wMch ihight possibly then be tiought 
expedient by both d^fcmtries, the additional Convention was at aR events^ to come 
into general operation for 15 years, the reservation stipulated for nG\j-ticle^2nd ^nd ^ f^ * 
Article 4th being obviously cancelled, under the new state of things, which 
^ Tendered this provident explanation adviseable. His Excellency wdb not disposed 
to admit this interpretation of tht Separate Article ; but I maintained, that evep if 
a doubt could exist as to the»real intent of that Article, all obscurity must at once 
be renu||ed by turning to the Treaty between Great^ritain and Spain, concluded ^ 

at the^ame time, identical in spirit and almost the same |n text, in which this i> 

same reserved right of carrying Slaves south of theJBquator, so contended for by 
Portugal, is equally stipulated for on the same basis, and conceded on the same 
grounds and under the same qualifications, to the purport that ^^no Spanish mer« 
chaut^man, or slave-ship, shall on any pretence whatever, he detained, which shall 
be found anywhere near the land or on the high seas, south of the Equatoc^ 
^ during the period for which the traffic is to remain hwjul, according to the * 

stipulations st$6sisting betuwen the high eontr acting parties,'' * 

The Viscount de Sa da iBandeira was naturally unwilling to admit the inter** 
pretation of the Separate Article to the extent for which I contended ; but the result ^ 

of our discussion on this point was, that he was forced to admit that under the t 

actual provisions of the Treaty, the Slave Trade had in fact become illegal univer- 
sally ^^r, Portugal (owing to the impossibility of complying with the forms so 
D^inutely prescribed as integral parts of the Treaties) smce the separation <rf the 
transatlantic possessions of Portugal from the mother country. ^ 

I took the^portunily, while commenting upon the extraordinary measure of a 
claim being put^forward by the Portuguese Government for indenmity for a Slaver, ,^ 

of reminding His Excellency, that it was d^tinctlyJUdd down by Treaty, (in Article v 

9th, Convention of 1817), that in the event oLa Slave Vessel captured not beiog j| 
^ condemned by the Mixed Commission, sihe wa^in no way entilled to com^peusation '%^ 

for more than the amount of Slaves she was legaUy entiUed to currtf ; and I asked 
his Excellency, on what new b4k, the carrying Slames heimg acknowledged by M^ 

nim to be illegal, compensation was to be calculated for a Slaver. On this His ♦^ 

Excellency had not a word to say, but £gtioi declared it was a mere jMieeHion of 
the ''Flag:' He slill, however, maintaS^ that Great Britttahad nSl the right 
of search, south of the line, under Ttieaties, Bad that 4fet was 4iie nnportrat poist 
at issue, the essence of the dispu|e ; wUle I eonteiided, tibiat Urn pcotecAion afforded 
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by tfa9 PortttgMte Flag toilie Slave Trade, which was now i^iBitted by hnn to be 
illegal under the engagement of Treaties, constitatod^the whde question, and was 
the one on w|iich his claim ibr continued respect or forbearance towards the flag 
of Portugal would be InfoAght to»tlie4est. ,^ 

I hftve £cc 
4j^igned) ' HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

TAc Highi Hon. Viscount Palmer ston, G.C^.^ ^ 

&e. Sfc. 8fe. 

No. 42. « 

Lord Howard de ff^aJden to fHscount Palmerston.-^^Received March 3.) 

(Extrac^) X Lisbon, February 3i*«, 1839. 

I HAD yesterday Kn interview with the Viscount -de^Ba da Ban^eira, when 
J resumed the subject of our discussion on the previous Saturday, as rejwrtiM in 
my Despatch marked Slave Trade, of the 17th instant, respecting the tone of the 
official correspondence of the Portuguese Govemn\ent, with that of Qireat Bri- 
tain. 

J[ said, that as His Ex^llency complained especially of the tone of some of yortr 
Lordship's notes, I would merely r^uest him to cast his eyes over smne of the 
notes of Partuguese diplomatic agents, on questions connected with the Slave Trade, * 
and<SQ^ wnether they were such, in expression or spirit, as entitled the Portuguese 
Government ta*any forbearance on the part of Great Britain. 

I said, I particularly attended to the correspondence relative to the ** Diogenes^**"* 
and the " Flor de Loandar as they were the cases more- immediately before us, 
and as connected vrith the communication made by your Lordship to Senhor 
Carvalho, at which His Excellency expressed himself so much hurt and o£fended. 
I then went through the note of Senhor Carvalho, which I called to His Excel- 

► ,leAcy's jrecollection, had been presented by that agent, by His Excellency's orders, 
after an expjlanation had been affordeA- to the Portuguese Government of the 
extraordinary^'provocation given by this piratical slaver, and which had entailed the 
proceeding on the part of Her Majesty's ship "Leveret," but which, although by 
no means justified by Her Majesty's Government, vlt the breast of unprejudiced 
parties could not be interpret an intentional insult to the flag of Portu^, not- 
withstanding its character of hostility to the* piratical slaver seeking protection 
under the flag of Portugal. I then pointed out the expressions .."atiiScious 

\ violence," ''great offence offered to the Crown of Portugal and flag," ^Outrageous 
attack," " criminal conduct ;" the designating the- proceeding of Lieutenant Bosan- 
quet' against the Spanish slaver '' the greatest offence the Crown could ha?e 
r|sceived, and so enormous a crime, that the Government of Mozambique would only 
fulfil its strict duty, if, repelling force with force, they had immediately ordered 
the said Lieutenant to be tried and punished with ^ the s^ij^erity of ^he law;*' 
calling for "a public disapprobation equal to the enormity of the offence," and 
''amends for all losses aqd damages," and characterizing the claim of the Captain 
of the " Diogenes*' as ''just," " and to which the Portuguese Government, pressed 
by the Spanish Government, and in fulfilment of its duty, in consequence of the-, 
boarding and capture of the ' Diogenes' being perpetrated in a port of the Sortu- 
guese dominions, and under the batteries of one of its forts, gives all its ,3uppo4^ 
^ adopti^as its own before the British Government." 

I then asked the Viscount, whether stronger expressions could have been used^ 
hadf tlie occurrence taken place in the Tagus, without the sligl^^t provocation 
having been given, or any explanation afforded to the Portuguese Govemmtiit, 

^ and I added. What then is the real case ? The Portuguese Grovernment are 
affording their countenance to a piratical slaver under Spanish colours, guilty of 
having murdered and wounded part of a boat's crew, belonging to Her Majesty's 
ship " Lejferet," and which had been protected by the slave trading authorities of 
Mozambique ; that it was for a slave trader, in fact, that the Portuguese Govern- 
ment manifested such zeal. * 

The Viscount did not contest the justness of my^emarks, but contended that it 
was entirely a question of respect due to the Poiteguese flag, and that as such only 
it hftd been taken up by the Government. ^ 
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I then took up ihe no^ ci Senhor Moreira, Portuguese Chatrge d'Affiares at Rio 
de Janeiro, addressed tD Mr. O^seley, dated July 7th, 1838^ and I called His 
Excellency's attention to the various passages in which that agent of the Portu- 
guese Grovernment designates the conduct ot ofllcers^in Her Majesty's naval service^ 
as ''scandalous and barbarous;" their acts ''illegal, despotic, and inhuman/' 
''scandalous and unheard of;" as violating *' not omy the rights of natione, but 
also every principle of humanity ;" their proceedings as *' hostile to all the bonds of^^- ^ 

friendship and peace e)tisting between England and Portuffal." All this, too, L^^ # 
said, was in favour of a slaver tskegx with slaves on board, in contrav^tion b£^^ 
Portuguese laws, believed even to be Brazilian and owned by Brazilians ; which ■^■ 

H vessel, with her cargo, this same agent had been applied to, to take possession df, in ^ 
order to be sent to Portugal to be tried under the laws of their own country, and ^ ' 

which he refused to do. I proceeded to remark, that I had not yet done with t)iis ^'^ 

Portuguese aeent ; that I must recall to His ExceH^cy's recollection the documefet 
endosed in the note addressed by Senhor Moreira to Her Majesty's Charg6 
d'Aflfaires, purporting to be a ''Petition from Teixeira* Barboza and other Kortiir * 

guese^ubjects, {n-isoners^on board the ' Fhr dmLoanda' ** On goin^ throufi'h * 

this document, I specially called His Excellency's attention to the expressiims ^^ ^ ^ 

•' that the petitioners were suffering the most tyrannical and unhe^d^. of oppres- *^ ^ 

sion;" that, the Commander of Her Majesty's ship " Stag" " was trlmpling under 
foot all the laws of humanity;" that he was exercising the most "infamous and 
atr«ious desp<4wm on Pprtugijese subjects," (slave*tradersj$ remarked,) "having^, 
a right to expect every protection a^inst the barbarous oppressors of ^eir honour, ^^ 
■ life, and liberty ; being victims of the scandalous exertion of superior %r^ and of y 
the arrogant ferocity" of certain crews of vessels of war of Her Britannic majesty^, ,, 

and suffering under horrible despotism, " sinking under the oppressioi^f torments, 
th^ir lives facing in the midst of disease, of oppression, and of misery." ^ 

I then proceeded to call His Excellency's attention to those parts in which the 
question is asked, " How- long shall these arrogant despots, these petty tyrants, 
these senseless and ferocious executioners — how long shall these English offices 
consider themselves authorized to practise, within this port, every sprt of \^olence^ "^ 

and barbarity against subject* of another nation ?" and in which if is stated,4haP ** 
" it is time to contend with energy for the rij^its of the petitioners, overturned with • 

such haughtiness and coolness ; it is time at once to put a stop to simi&r attempts, 
which offend against nature, revoltr^umanity, and violate the sanctity of treaffis," ^ 

and the rights of tftaties involwl in (urder that "tfte laws of humanity should be * 

respected, ]^nd the petitioners finally relieved from the mppression of such unheard*^ 
of and revolting atrocity, suitable only to the ages of barbarism, only authorized by 
laws of V'on,^ the decrees of a despot, but never compatible with, or justifiable 
by the princi^s of sound philosophy, consecrated in the codes of civilized nations, tl^ 
and always held in veneration by free, humane, and civilized people," as also other 
passages of the same character. ^ 

Dmring the reading of this document, I begged His Excellency as we went on . 
to figure to himself all the above expressions respecting liberty, humanity, &c., as 
applied by the negroe|^to the !Rprtuguese slave-trading crew, so zealously protected 
by Senhor Moreira, and to say whether the whole contents of this document, as an 
appeal to the Portu^e^ Government, ought not to have been construed as against ^ .. 

them, as acting in direct violation themselves of all those high principles of right, * 

j^^ce, national protection, liberty, and humanity, so insultingly invoked by them. 

T?he only remark in regard to the document made by the Viscount de Sa was, 
" left coqui^s !" He did not say a word in excuse of such language or proceedin||i, 
though he still harped upon the origin of all these " affairs" being the^ ille^l ^ 
search and detention of vessels, protected by the national flag of Portugal. «k. ^ 

His Excellency ^en said that, to prove his anxious desire to bring to a Ugf^ 
« natic^lptll such differences as had been referred to, he had considered holFthe 
main difficulties in the way of the conclusion of %. suitable Treaty for the suppres- 
sion of the Slave Trade could be brought about, and he showed me some notes he 
had made on the various principal points, which were as follows : - 

L The proposed guarantee of the safety of the colonial possessions^ recjuired by 
Portugal to be reduced to a general engagement of naval assistance from the 
Cape of €k)od Hope,¥ to be afforded in case of emergency to the Portuguese 
aumorities in Afiica, without specifyiftg details. 
^. A declaration to be inserted, that nothing in the new convention was to bih^ 
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interpreted as invalidatii^ any petitical engagements of ^iMnckibip, alHtnee, ^c, ** 
' contracted under any former Treaties. * • Sr '*" * r . 

3. Thecre^Fs of«la¥er^^capt«T8d, to b^^elnrered up radprecalty, t<r lie tnad^ 

« the tribunals of their own country. •# 

4. The abolition of the Slave Trade to be an engagement in perpetuily ; but the 
stipulations as to right of visit, Ika, and other oetaik, to be liiaited to fourteen 

*•*- years. *p . 

^ 5. Annex C./ in the last xount^vproject'to be supp roBsU . 

*6. The Viscount de 86 da Bandeira's eounter^ojeot (not the peoject pre- 
sented on the part of Her Majesty's <jrovemment), to be admitted as the basb ci 
*tfae renewed negotiations^ ^ 

^ Oil reading these memoranda, I at once told the Yiscoimt de Sa, tlmt such pro- 
positions were utterly inadmicnible ; that"! could not now open any fresh negotiai'' 
ttons asto t^ms ; that I had i^iipcorted to your Lordship *tbe deetsion he hi^ an«- 
•^nounced to me at our last conference; that I could make ik> alteration in the pro* 
j#ct Tfbich had been submitted to the Portuguese<}overranCTit ; and tfai^ if a Treaty 
was to be signed by me, it mustibe in strict conformity to the draft in His Esoet- 
lAcy's possession. 

This tfa^: Viscount declared to be impossible, protesting that he never would 
consent to sign such a Treaty, ]particular}y after the manner in which it had been 
brought forward. 

^ I took thiSfOpportuifity of remarking to the Visc{)unt de Sa, thftt wUIe he^was 
{deased to charaeterise as eSctoforto/ ihe isomer in which Ihe last project had be^ 
present^^ to him as the nltimatum of Her Majesty's GU)vernment, (this too omf 
after, four years' nagotiations with the different Portuguese m^pisters,) he ^atiiely 
lost sight oAt^hat had been the tone employed by hinraelf in a very early sti^ of 

: our negotiations, even on presenting his first counter-^project, which was accomg^ 
-nied by observations breathing anything but a cordial spirit of co-operation, and 
concluded in terms directly offensive, as regarded thqiBctual engagements eon^ 
trfueted at the peaoe between the Qtowus of Portugal and Grreat Bntain. I then 
. ^briefly ^^uoted some expressions in the last paragraph of the paper in questioB, ia 
whjpib the Viscount de Sa remarks, '^that in the event of his proposkiim not being 
acceded to, his alternative would be, lliat the Mixed Cbmmisfiions woiild thus be 
cctotinued, with other stipulations of the Goa^ention of 1817, prejudicial, and any- ^ 

^ thing but decorous for the Portuguese natioqg' but it would only prodaim aloud^ 
that these stipulations were odly one mare of the nmny onAus and ajtpi^eeswe 
legacies left by the alpohite Government >and whatever of aSoas they might cantaiii 
would never fall on the present one, whidi, by recurring to the Separate Article oL 
the gaid Convention, will prove to tibe nation, that, in spite of the )m^ice9<m their jj 
side, their efforts were fruitless to obtain better conditions ; but inVl mean time, 
that the British cruizers wddd in no way be ailowed to exceed the instraotimis as 
regards Portuguese vessels, stipulated for in the said Convention <£ July SBth^ 
1817, and its annexes, and which, according to the Separate Artkle, are to DemaiQ 
in force for fifteen years longer.^ # 

The Viscount, on this, merely replied, that he really dM jiot recollect what ex- 
pressions he might have used on former occasions, but that he had to decide on the 
existing state of things, and that he could not sign the f^foposed Treaty, and diat 
he protested agjj^inst any right to visit or ^^apture any vessel undear the Por^guese 
flag, south of the line. « 

In concluding my report on the long conversations I have had lately with IJ^e 
\%countde Sa da Bandeira, I think it ri^t to state, that I lo<^ upon them ae 
f entirely without any practical Ihesult, as I consider his Exceltengr to be* oontroUed 
byrjom^ overwhelming influence. 

i: 
— -* ^ * 

No. 43. 

Lord Howard de JWalddn te Viecomit Pmlmefetmu — (Mecehed Mwreh 7.) 

(ExtraA.) Lisbon, February 28, 18a9. 

I £NCLOfiB herewith two numbers of the " NacionaJ** newspaper, which 
wntain articles I'elative. to the Slave Trade. 

I add the '' Correio " newspaper of tinf^ 26th instant, in which the article 
^|j|>ear6d whic^ gave rise to the answei' of the ''NadonaV ^ 
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* * ^ * First EnclosureJn No. 43. w ^ 

^ll*-t^ « * .IP 

^ « i?Vw» '* O Nackmal," Lubm^ 

(TJranslation.^r 27iA February/, 1839. ' 

f) Much i|ft& been written on the state of our Colonies, and on the necessity 

o( abolishing the Slave Trad^; even in yesterday's '* DireHor'' a surprise it » 
expressed that the Visc^nni de S& da Bandeira refuses signing a Treaty to thl^ 
effect with Great Britain. Tiie doeument of vrhich we are about to speak, namely, 
^ sitting of tii^ Council of high funetioQaries of Angola,J[2th September, 1837/ 
I ^will, it appears toira, not a little contribute to throw light on this question. ^ 

' '' The Goveraor^eneral of Angola informed the Council that, on the 10th^d>e- ' 
eeinber, 1836, there had been promid^a*^ in Lisbon a decree, for the ab(4itton of 
the Slave Trade in the dominions-of Atrioa ; but, as ineonfermity with Article 10^ 
ti tke Law of the 7th of the sam^nontb and year, be m«et lay before the Coun^h^ 
for eicamination die new enactmetk^ and put in pmctice only such part of tliMn m 
could be carried into ^fect, and was suited to thelKsircumstanees of the country, he 
'* submitted to the examination of the Members present the decree respecting tBe 
abolition of slavery, that they might ddiberate on the possibility of car^gring it into 
execution. ' ^ 

The Council, after matureexami&ation, was of opinion that, though ifr considered 
Ae 'execution of the law possible, to a certain extent, in the districts of the ports of 
Loanda and Bengnda, as far as the cannon of the fortresses could reach, it neva^^ 
fheless thought, mat the majority of ite provisions tended utterly to annihilate the t 
onty me^ns of the cojmtry, while they did not remedy tbeevil wl^gfa it was intended to 
obviate^nor olSered any other thing by way of substitute, in place of tlfe proSigious 
vacuum they left in the present state oi die prosperity ot tibe province. That % 
though the lawftil Slave Trade in the ports of Loanda and Ben(|uela was till then^ 
not prohibited dejurey still, however, it was forbid de faeto from 1830, inasmuch 
as the Governors, ever since that ycM*, g»ve ik> passports to slave ships, nor 
licences at the Custom-houses for the exportatikm of slaves. In spite, however, of ^ 
these efforts, it was notorious that negroes were clandestinely shipped at ipmy 
points of the coast over which it neither was nor^ is possible to watch, as vessels 
^ used to sail iifi^llast, or with a small cargo of colonial produce, and with passports 
for Portuguese ports, they prooeediilg to procure slaves at the ports of Ambriz, ^ 
Cnbinda, and Rio !S«ire, independent, defmctoy from the Portuguese dcmiinion, an 
irrefragable proof whereof was the greaj; quantity of merchiindise placed every 
month into the warehouses of the Custom-house, of which scarcely the twentieth 
7>art found co&numers, or could be exchanged for the small portion of bees'-wax, 
ivory, gum-copnl, and oil that is exported, and the duties on which ^vouW ill-suffice 
for mainlining a detachment of a hundred men. # 

Seeing diat the coasts of the colony are so extensive, and more especially that 
- tlie settlements and factories have recently been establislied one aftSr the other in 
the said north^ ports, there were no means to extinguish the odious traffic, and 
the only proiiisions of. the decree that could be adopted would have no other result 
tban that of driving avc^y the ships frOm the^ ports of Loanda and Benguela* 
which had become so iobospitable to the vessels arriving at them. The Council 
declaqip, that it entertains a profound respect for the august hand ij^at signed the 
.decree, and the huqjane principles on which it was founded ; but it must%tate, that 
the proposed repressive measures would serve to chase, by cannon-shot from the 
fortresses, all the vessels approaching .them, inasmuch as if a system of repression 
was introduced, the. cuwdity of many would render^t yet more insupportable by .. 
creating fresh eninb'ralsments,.and imparting consequence to the least oi'cum- 
stances, so that no ship would escape falling under one or the other qualification 
■of the decree , and the immediate effect of it would be the emigration of com- 
mercial bouses, and of the most wealthy settlers, part of whom had already removed 
to Brazil in 1830, without ever returning, and^ consequently, the total decline and 
disappearance of the remaining resouroes, and which yet may be rendered available 
with a good result towards the extinctions of this* traffic, such as the imprcyement 
of aj^ulture, the creation of arts, and civilization. The^ouncil cannot persuade 
iteelf that Her Majesty should desire the immedic^e ruin of the Colony, with a view 
to its eventual and future prosperity, towards which not a single step has as yet> 
been taken Hence the Counol, though aware that the laws must be carried intO' 
effrrrt, whether attended with g^cKnl C(r bad ccns^uencesi wvertiieless v<»lurta toi 
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propose the temporary s^topension of that part of the decree which is most tlbtri- 

^ tiental, not only to the vital interests of Angola, but also lo 1^ tq|al extinctjoln of 
the traffic anion^ the people of independent fortunes. It w^ld not be just to* 
prohibit it entirely, withoiit offering to the merchants of Loanda, an^^jto the settlers 
up the country, an indemnity for the large capitals, which many state at upwards 
of four hundred contos, laid out in the interior on the purchase of ^ves, — specula- - 

, tions which frequently take from eighteen months lo two years b^re a return is 
realised, since the traders often proceed as far as Mozambique. That the ill effects 
of the traffic in this country were not so great as it was attempted to represent, and 
that the commerce of importation at Angola, the only one permitted, trenches 
neither on the interests of Portugal, by diminishing the population of the Colony, 
nor even perhaps on those of humanity, about which so much is said ; not on those 
of Portugal, bec^mse the slaves are not ye^iin the Portuguese jurisdiction ; and not 
on those of humanity, because the major part of the negroes, exchanged by the 
jnettlers for merchandize, are prisoners who heretofore were sacrificed, or criminals 
condemned to death, and who are now ransomed-; so that the traffic has softened 
the customs of those tribes, and lessened the monstrous barbarity of their penal 
system. 

The good effects of the Decree, springing from the real principles of philan- 
thropy, and from the true interests of Colonies, are understood everywhere, but its 
incoiivenienices are known only in Africa. It was therefore resolved to propose 
to Her Majesty to decree on this subject, in accordance with the Cortes, that it 
should be lawful, while the refusal of licences and passports for slaves was con- 
tinued to slave vessels, not to subject them to be searched, or to the embarrassment 
which, along with the prohibited traffic, it would be desirable to avoid, lest they 
should destroy the small remnant of permitted commerce still Isubsisting, since it 
would be advisable to imitate the English Government, which levying war with 

flight and main agfpnst the slave trade, suffers, nevertheless, the exportation of com- 
mcSities, which it well knows to be employed solely in this traffic. JThe council con- 
cludes by soliciting from Her Majesty those measures, to which the Decree in 
question is said to be preliminary, and in the second place the eager promotion, by 

* employing the means now in existence, of the increase of European population, of 
agriculture, of the arts, and of civilization, this being the only powerful method 
for destroying this hydra. ji 

The '* Nacionar would be glad if the *^ Director** and its other contemporaries, 
took this subject in hand, and after weighing the i-easons set forth by the principal 
functionaries of Angola, declare whether, with the praiseworthy design of abolishing 
the Slave Trade, we are competent to deprive Portugal of such vast and important 
possessions, in virtue of absurd measures, diametrically opposed to the intei-ests of 
all the Portuguese residing in them. They will then find whether the noble 
Viscount Sa da Bandeira h^, or had not, cogent motives for refusing to accede to 
proposals ruinous to our dominions beyond sea, and whether there is any sincerity 
in the philanthropy of those who, after erecting themselves into protectors of the -• 
negroes, allow the people of Luxembourg and Limbourg, bound <D Belgium by 
the two-fold ties of religion and interest, to be awarded, against their win, like a 
flock of sheep, to the Iving of Holl^d, and that in Russia and Poland, Europeans 
drag on a painful existence in fetteffand shackles, suffering the most abject and 
most degrading slavery. 

' y. ' j 

Second Enclosure^in No. 43. 

^ From the '' NacianaV ^ ^ 

(Translation.) Lubm, February ^TltJi, 1839. 

The President of the Council of Ministers, in the sitting of the 13th 
instant, spoke on the question of the Slave Trade, clearly showing that tj^e Portu- 
guese Government has at all times evinced itself solicitous for the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, the obstacles in the way of it having solely proceeded from the 
British Government. ' <* 

In January, 1815, two Treaties were concluded at Vienna; the first, on the 
21st, by which the British Government bound itself to pay 300,000/. by way oi 
indemnity lor Portuguese ships, wrongfully captured with slaves on board, by tlie 
men of war of Her Britannic Majesty, In Article 1 of this Treaty, Portugal 



Digitized by 



Goog[e 



PORTUGAL. ^ 57 

abolished the Slave Trade to the north of the equator. By Article 3 was an* 
nulled the Treaty of Alliance of 1810. By the 4th the contracting parties re- 
served to, and bound, themselves to fix, by a separate Treaty, the period at which 
the Slave Trade was to cease totally in all the Portuguese dominions. By the 
5th, the Government of Her Britannic Majesty desistai from demanding the in- 
stalments yet remaining due towards the completion of the payment of the loan of 
600,000/-, contracted by Portugal, in London, the 21st April, 1 809. 

The noble Viscount then obsei-ved, that the Portuguese Plenipotentiaries at the 
Congress did all in their power for the benefit of their country; but that on ex- 
amining their correspondence, he had discovered the difllculties which they had 
to combat, one of the principal being the endeavour for obtaining the abrogation 
of the Treaty of 1810. They proposed, that if England gave up the Commercial 
Treaty of 1810, Portugal would engage entirely to abolish the Slave Trade in the 
space of 8 years ; to which Lord Castlereagh replied, that he was not authorisedt^ 
to treat on this basis. 

The English thereupon manifested their philanthropic intention of giving up 
their scandalous monopoly in Portugal, and not caring about the prosperity of the 
negroes, upheld the interests of their manufactures. At this moment they once 
more return to the question, because Portugal, emancipated in its industry by the 
termination of that ignominious convention, begins to make considerable progress 
in the improvement and increase of its products. Not being able to prevent this 
great benefit, or to revive those measures which proved so ruinous to our country, 
they are obstinately bent on promoting the alienation of all our important African 
colonies, laying before us conditions to which no country can ever submit, whose 
Government values the most sacred of its duties. 

The suppression of the Slave Trade cannot be carried into execution, so long as 
the Government is unprovided with the necessary resources for promoting the 
civilization and the reform of the customs, of those who inhSbit the interior of 
Africa. Hitherto the consequences of the law of the 10th December, 1836, have 
been disastrous only for Angola, and entirely favourable to the barbarous ports of 
Ambriz, Cabinda, and Zaire, whither the American ships resort with impunity ^^ 
to traflSc in slaves, who otherwise would be assassinated by the tribes that take 
them prisoners. The merchants of Angola are on the point of emigrating from a 
country where they cannot invest their capital, and though it may be imagined 
that this circumstance does not affect the spirit of the colonists, no doubt whatever 
can be entertained that discontent makes its way, not only among the white Portu- 
guese, but also among the blacks, and the manumitted negroes of whom the gar- 
rison is in a great measure composed. 

For a length of time attempts have been made to draw attention to the advan- 
tages derivable from coffee, bees-wax, ivory, and gum-copal, but from the natural 
indolence of the natives, it has not hitherto been possible to prevail on them, 
either by promises or threats, to attend to those resources. The produce of An- 
gola is therefore limited by the disposition of the inhabitants, and we ought to try 
if it be not practicable to send thither active and persevering persons. • It behoves 
us to make the emigrants of the kingdom and the Islands bend their course to 
Africa instead of Brazil, to prevent as nmch as |^is possible, by legal means, emigra- 
tion out of the Portuguese dominions, and to afford every encouragement to agri- 
culture, the working of mines, and the commerce of our African provinces. But 
how are the lower classes of the kingdom aad the Islands to be induced *to pass to 
the insalubrious climate of Africa, when they find that the Portuguese Govern- 
ment sends there a conto of reis, and a vessel loaded with files, for the construction 
of a city beyond sea ! What confidence can they place in those who give proofs 
of so great a penury, in those who are not solicitous to collect materials prior to 
commencing an edifice, and in him who boasts of his determination to kill the 
hydra without having the club of Hercules in his hand ! Emigration will never 
take place so long as the Government does not afford efficacious protection to the 
colonists, — ^money, and plenty of it, provisions, implements, and a conviction of 
the fiourishing state of the country which they are about to inhabit. 

The " Carreio" alluding to this subject, says, *' We are informed that the ne- 

fociations set on foot between Viscount Sa da Bandeira and the Minister of Her 
Jritannic Majestjr to this Court, for the total abolition of the Slave Trade, and 
the prevention of its continuance, by Portuguese subjects, under the Portuguese 
flag, are entirely interrupted and at an end. 

*' We are ignorant" continues our contemporary, ^* what reasons the Viscount 
Class B. — Further Series. I 
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may have for not cigning the Treaty, but we hope that they are powerful enough 
to justify him in the opinion of the nation, whose majority is, for the good c^ huma^ 
nity, unwilling that the Slave Trade should continue under our flag/* 

We are equally uninformed as to the reasons in this particular, but have grounds 
for believing, that the Viscount's refusal proceeded solely from demandi^ de^ading 
to the national honour, and extremely fatal to the interests of the country. If so, we 
can only eulogize the Minister for the real service he has rendered to liis country, 
and especially to our Colonies, by not bending the neck to insolent proposals. Let 
His Excellency not be afraid to prosecute the career he has begun, the whole 
country is unanimous in repelling, with indignation, any measures tending to in- 
crease the difficulties whicli surround us; and the result of his constancy, bis noble 
bearing, and national spirit, will be tlie triumph of the course of reason, because, 
fortunately, Portugal is not a British Factory^ which must admit and accede to 
whatever the Cabinet of St. James' dictates. 

" The terrible contraband which takes place in regard to this article, does not 
admit, in exchange, the great value of the commodities, which entered the African 
ports when this traffic was allowed, whence it follows, that the lose-of duties- fnr* 
want of those importations is unfounded, slaves are purchased with dollars^ which 
remain in the hands of speculators, while the State receives only the infamy of per* 
mitting such a barbarous commerce, which is carried on or pix>tected by (what- 
horroi- !) even the retainers of the Government." 

The commodities employed in the Slave Trade go in a great measure not to 
Angola, but to Ambriz, Cabinda, and other ports not under the sway of Portugal. 
Still, however, this abundance in the ports north of Angola redounds to the benefit 
of the State, inasmuch as the negroes resort to the capital o{ our establishment, ta 
barter many objects which they receive in exchange for slaves, namdy/ such as are 
of greater vaJue in the country, gunpowder, arms, &c. Whoever asserted that the 
traffic in negroes is conducted with hard cash a](»ie, has no knowledge (^ the cir- 
cumstances of the Africans, otherwise he would not advance such an absurdity. 
The original dealers in slaves are the blacks who take them prisoners in their 
mutual wars, and would infallibly put them to death, if this commerce afforded no 
inducement for sparing them. Now dollars have no value in the eyes of blacks ; 
they only ask for brandy, cotton goods, glass beads, mirrors, knives, arms, and 
many sorts of hardware, with which they are already familiarized. The articles are 
in spite of the prohibition of the Decree of the 10th December^ relative ta 
slavery, furnished in part by our colonies, and it is this supply which maintains 
from five to six thousand inhabitants at Angola, as well as the- garrisons of the 
fortresses. Let, therefore, our contemporary refrain from alleging, that neither the 
state nor the inhabitants of our African possessions derive any benefit from the 
traffic; they not only benefit by this commerce, carried on beyond our jurisdiction^ 
but, if it were possible that it could cease entirely, the immediate result would be, 
either the ruin of our settlements by an invasion from the interior, as has already* 
been experienced in the district of Mozambique, or the union with Brazil. 

Nothing can be more just than to punish the authorities that are wanting to 
tlieir duty, violating the law, and rendering themselves unworthy the confidence 
of their sovereign ; but to punish them at the instance of foreigners, and without 
making public the motives which Government had for adopting such a measure^ 
is as reprehensible as to tolerate the crime. No citizen ought to be^denied a hearing- 
because he is a Governor ; every one has a right to be heard, and a man must not 
suffer in his reputation merely to please a diplomatist. 

Our contemporary will take notice, that we do not utter a syllable in favour of 
the Slave Trade, and that we confine ourselves merely to the advocacy of the 
national honour, lest in our Treaties the dignity of the Crown and the interests of 
the people should be sacrificed. The opposition which is manifestedas not against 
the extinction of the Slave Trade, it is against humiliating and unheard-of de- 
mands, against requisitions amounting to the loss of Territories, which have cost 
Portugal so much capital and so many victims, and which we are- in no-wise dis^ 
posed to sacrifice solely to the pleasure of complying with the wishes of our gene- 
rous Allies. Let the Noble Viscount abide by the resolution he has taken, he will 
be seconded by the sympathies of all Portuguese, and by ^ the* aid^ of those who 
have none. 
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Third Enclosure in No. 43. 

From the '' Correio de Lisboa;' 26tli February, 1839. 

We are informed that the negotiations between His Excellency Viscount de 
Sa da Bandeira and the Mhiister of Her Britannic Majesty, &c., 

(This whole passage is recited in the '' Nacioiialy' extract No. 2.) 

(The paragraphs not inserted there are the following.) 

'* It is very true that in such stipulations great attention ought to be paid to the 
actual state of our colonies, but we are of opinion that the greatest detriment 
which they experience arises from the Slave Trade, the terrible contraband, &c. 

(See extract No. 2.) 

We do not yield to any one in our zeal for the honour of the nation ; we desire 
that in our contracts not the least particle may be lost of the dignity of the Crown, 
and of the interests of the people, but when we come to consider the singular re- 
sistance offered to the cessation of the Slave Trade, which has been abolished by 
all civilized Governments, we cannot refrain from manifesting a lively desire, that 
the grounds of ihis resistence may be stated. 

We recollect what was said last year by an English Minister in the House of 
Commons, and we therefore deem it so much the more necessary that an exposi- 
tion should be put forth, of the motives which have prevented the conclusion of the 
Treaty. 



No. 44. 
Visctmnt Pabner^ton to Lord Howard de JValden. 
Mt Lobd, Foreign Office, March 9th, 1839. 

Your Lordship's Despatches upon Slave Trade have been received up to 
that of the 23rd of February, 1839. 

Her Majesty's Government entirely approve the language which, in your Despatch 
of the 13th of February, 1839, your Lordship reports yourself to have held, in 
your conversation of the 16th of that month with the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, 
upon the subject of Uie Treaty engagements between Great Britain and Portugal 
on the Slave Trade. I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

To Lord Howard dc fTaUen, 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 45. 
Lfyrd Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received March 12.) 

My Lord, Lisb&n, March 3rd, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit a copy of the answer, which I last 
night received from the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, to my notes of the 1 1th and 
14th of last month, relative to the Portuguese crew of the slaver '' DiUgente,'' 
and in which His Excellency signifies to me, 1st., the decision of the Portuguese 
Government not to proceed against these men (parties in the Slave Trade) ; 2nd, 
protests against the infraction of Treaties, and the insult offered to the Portuguese 
flag by a British cruizer, in the capture of the " Diligente' (slaver;) 3rd, claims 
indemnity and satisfiBtction (for interfering with the Slave Trade enterprise of this 
vessel) ; and 4th, calls on me to give full liberty to these men (notwithstanding 
the gross violation by them of Portuguese Law, and the engagement of the Crown 
of Portugal towards Great Britain). 

I enclose copies of two notes, which I have this day addressed on this matter to 
the Viscount de Sk da Bandeira, the first being in reply to his note, and the second 
annoimcing to His Excellency that, on his demand, the men of the slaver '' Dm- 
jgenie** had been duly made over by Her M^'esty's Vioe Consul to the Aju* 
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dante da Pra^ a of the arsenal, by whom an acknowledgment of their having ^been 
delivered up was duly executed. 

I transmitted to His Excellency at the same time, the depositions of the wit- 
nesses against these slave traders ; it rests now with the Portuguese authorities, to 
take cognizance of the criminality of these men, as it may seem to please their 
Government or not. I add the reports of Rear Admiral Sir John Ommanney, 
and of Mr. Vice Consul Meagher, communicating to me the transfer of the sailors 
of the slaver " Diligente,** from Her Majesty's ship " Donegal to the arsenal. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerstony G.C.B. 
Sfc. ^c. 8fc. 



First Enclosure in No. 45. 

Viscount de Sd da Bandeira to Lord Howard de fValden. 

The Undersigned, President of the Council, &c. has had the honour to 
receive the two notes, dated the 11th and 14th of last month, which were ad- 
dressed to him by Lord Howard de Walden, &c. 

In the former of these notes His Lordship informed him, that nine sailors, belong- 
ing to the crew of the Portuguese brigantine " Diligente,'' captured, witK 302 
slaves on board, by the British corvette " Electi-a," had been sent to Lisbon by the 
British Government, to be delivered over to the Government of Her Majesty, in 
order that they might be tried by the Portuguese tribunals, in conformity with the 
laws of Portugal, which prohibit the Slave Trade, and visited with the penalties 
due to those engaged in the said infamous traffic ; His Lordship adding, that he 
awaited notice from the Undersigned in order to verify the delivery of these men to 
the Government of Her Majesty for that purpose. The other note enclosed an 
extract from the log of Her Britannic Majesty's ship " Electra," by which it appears 
that the said brigantine *' Diligente " had been captured by her, on the 1st of 
December of last year, in lat. 16** 40' south of the Line. 

The Government of Her Majesty having taken into consideration the contents 
of the said notes, the Undersigned has received orders from Her Majesty to reply to 
his Lordship, that she can never recognize the slightest right for British cruizers to 
detain, and umch less to capture, to the south of the equator, any Portuguese vessel, 
however illicit the traffic in slaves in which she may be employed may be considered. 
The 4th paragraph of instructions, annexed to the additional Convention of July 
28th, 1817, expressly prohibits them so to do, under any pretext loAateccr, with the 
sole exception of the chase having commenced to the north of the equator ; which 
did not occur in the case of the vessel in question, which was seen and captured 
much to the south of the Line. By the 5th article of the same Convention, the 
cruizers are obliged to adhere strictly to the exact tenor of these instructions ; and, 
by the 7th article, no alterations can be made therein by the British Government, 
unless by common accord with that of Her Majesty, which as yet has not taken 
place. 

The circumstance of the said traffic being prohibited in all the Portuguese domi- 
nions by the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, confers no authority what- 
ever on the British cruizers to capture Portuguese vessels to the south of the equa- 
tor, because it is in the very same hypothesis of the existence of the ssdd prohibition 
that, by the separate article of the Convention of July 28th, 1817, it was stipulated 
that the said Convention should be continued for 15 years longer, in the event of 
not coming to some other arrangement, which agreement has not been realized. 

By the very fact of the Government of Great Britain having pressed the Portu- 
guese Government to conclude a new Treaty, in order to enable their cruizers to 
capture Portuguese vessels to the south of the line, whicii might be found engaged 
in the said traffic, they have recognized, in the most solenm manner, the necessity 
which exists of Her Majesty's consent being expressed in a new Treaty, in order to 
effect such captures ; and the cruizers who make them without that consent cimimit 
a manifest violation of the said additional Convention, and an insult to the Porta- 
^uese fla^, *which the British Government cannot fail to pums3i when those aggres- 
ictt-S^Wong tivtlieJf'iiavy. 

Th^tJnde^sfgMa adds, $il60,llkattbe Govtrnqienr of H«r Majesty ^CHiU not pftm 
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punish the aboye^mentknied prisoners^ because, at the time of the capture of the said 
brigantine, the execution of the Decree of December 10th, 1836, being stUl sus- 
pended in the Province of Angola, no penalty could be imposed onthesdd prisoners. 
According to the orders of Her Majesty above mentioned, the Undersigned 
requests from his Lordship that the prisoners should be immediately set at liberty, 
and protests against the insult offered by the British cruizers to the flag of Por- 
tugal, in the illegal capture of the brigantine '' DUtgente^' demanding satisfaction for 
the same, and also her delivery up to her owner, with full indemnity of the losses 
and damages suffered. 

The undersigned, &c, 

(Signed) SA' DA BANDEIRA. 

Foreign Department^ March 2nd, 1839. 

Zjord Howard de ff^alden^ 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Second Enclosure in No. 45. 

Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount de Sada Bandeira. 

The Undersigned, &c., has had the honour, this nighty to receive 
from the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, &c., a note in answer to the com- 
mnnication he made to His Excellency, three weeks ago, relative to certain 
Portuguese subjects, captured on board a slave vessel by one of Her Majesty's 
cruizers, and who had been sent to Lisbon to be delivered over to the Portu- 
guese Government, to be tried under the law said to prohibit the disgraceful 
traffic in human flesh, so notoriously carried on under the Portuguese flag, in 
direct violation of the engagements of Treaty between the Crown of Portugal 
and Great Britain. 

The Undersigned, though in some degree prepared, by the previous tone of 
His Excellency, for the decision of the Government of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty, to receive a protest against the interference of a British cruizer witk 
any slave enterprise, carried on under the Portuguese flag soutii of the Line^ 
instead of an offer of co-operation for the purpose of bringing those ofl^enders 
engaged in the tmfiic in slaves to punishment, did not anticipate the extraor- 
dinary communication he has received from His Excellency, being that of the 
entire absolution of these men, t^kcn flagrante delicto^ on the alleged ground 
of the decree of the 10th December, 1836, though published by His Excellency 
in Lisbon, not having been made law in Angola. 

It could hardly be necessary, when the Treaties were before the Viscount de- 
Sa da Bandeira, from which His Excellency quotes, for the purpose, it would 
seem, of interpreting the humane interference on the part of Her Majesty's 
cruizer against the slaver in question, as more criminal than the conduct of 
those engaged under the Portuguese flag in the traffic of slaves, to point out 
to His Excellency, that, even if the remarkable announcement made to him 
now for the first time by His Excellency, in regard to the nullity of the Decree 
of the 10th December, 1836, in Angola, could be recognised previous to any 
reference to a tribunal before which all the evidence connected with this 
Slave Trade enterprise could have been duly investigated, as a reason for dis- 
abling Her Most faithful Majesty's Government from proceeding against the 
men m question, there is, at all events, an Alvar6, specially pointed out by the 
Convention of 1817, imder which the general illegality of the Slave Trade 
voyagCvof the " Diligente" cannot be questioned^ and according to which Por- 
tuguese subjects carrying on illicit Slave Trade are to be punished. 

The instructions, however, received by the Undersized from Her Majesty's 
Government in sending out these slave traders to Lisbon, being to deliver 
them up to the Portuguese Authorities, he must remark that, if they remained 
three weeks on board a British man-of-war in the Tagus^ it has been splely in 
consequence of His Excellency neither having claimed them, or conseated to 
receive them. 

The Undersigned be^ to remind His Excellenqy fortdier» with jrefi^rence to 
tlie unexpected and protracted detention of these men on b<Mini Her M^stv's 
fiiq>.^^XKfmega}/' ihiSt, Jul consequence >oftl)eir.lKmg FortpguesQ wlyept^, itne 
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Undersigned had, long previous to their arrival, prepared His Excellency to 
receive them. 

The Undersigned has only further to add, in expressing his regret at the 
resolution adopted by tlie Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, that he 
shall communicate his wish to Rear Admiral Sir J. Ommannev, that the men in 
Question may be landed to-morraw, and their names signified to the proper 
functionary at the place of their disembarkation ; 

And he avails, &c. 
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

March 3rd, 1839. 

Viscmint de Sd da Bandeira, 
Sfc. ^e. Sfc. 



[ Third Enelosure in No. 45. 

Lord Howard de ff^alden to yUcount de Sd da Bandeira. 

The Undersigned, &c- has the honour to communicate to the Viscoimt de 
Sa da Bandeira, &c. for His Excellency's information, that the Portuguese part of 
the crew of the slaver " Diligente/' who were sent out to Lisbon under orders from 
Her Majesty's Government to be delivered over to the Portuguese authorities, have^ 
in compliance with His Excellency's deaire> been this day landed at the arsenal^ and 
made over by Her Majesty's Vice-Consul to the A^utante da Praja, before whom 
the men were mustered, and a receipt passed, acknowledging their having been 
duly delivered over to him. 

The Undersigned has now the honour to transmit to the Viseount de Sa da Ban* 
deira the sworn dqtositions of witnesses ag^nst the men in question, proving them 
to have been captured while engaged in illicit Slave Trade, in infiraction of die laws 
of Portugal. 

The Undersigned having thus fulfilled the instructions he has received fr(»n Her 
Majesty's Government, it is now by His Excellency and the Government of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty that any further proceedings in regard to these Slave-traders 
must be directed, as matter involving the obligations of treaties and the adminis* 
tration of the laws of Portugal. 

The undersigned, &c. 
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

LkbM, 3rd March, 1839. 

VUcount de Sd da Bandeira^ 
8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Fourth Enclosure in No. 45. 

Rear-Admirat Sir J. Ommanney to Lord Howard de Walden. 

Mr Lord, H.M.S. ''BonegaV the Tagus, 4tt March, IS39. 

I HAVE the honour of informing your Lordship, that immediately on my 
return to the *' Donegal" yesterday, I sent the ten Portuguese sailors, captured in 
the ** DiHgent6t" to be lauded at the arsenal, according to the arrangement which 
your Lordship had made. 

I enclose a copy of the list sent with the men, and a copy of the receipt which 
was givtea to the officer of Her Majesty's ship " Donegal,*' by the Lieutenant and 
Afljutant of the arsenal, who took charge of them. 

I have, &c. 
JOHN OMMANNEY, Bear-Admirdf. 
Lord Howard de 

^ 4p^ 4^- 
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Fifth Bndosure in No. 45. 

List of tm Portuguese who were captured on board the " Diligente" Slave Ves^ 
sel, under Portuguese Colours, with 302 Slaves on boards on the Coast of Bra- 
xii on the \st December, 1838, by Her Britannic Majesty's Ship '' ElectraJ' 

The within-named men havingbeen sent out to the Admiral commanding 
Her Britannic Majesty's ships in the Tagus, to be delivered up to the Portuguese 

authorities — 

(Here follow the names of the ten sailors.) 

(Signed) J. A. OMMANNEY. 

Dated on board the ''Donegal,'* 3rd March, 1839. 



Sixth Enclosure in No. 45. 
(Receipt.) 

O Illmo. Sk. Viz- Consul Inglez> e juntamente com hum official de Ma- 
rinha de Sua Magestade Britannica, fizerao entrega neste Arsenal de M arinha os 
dez Marinheiros rortuguezes, remetidos de bordo da Nao Almirante, a saber. 

Joze MartinOy Carlos A, Ferreira, M anoel Martins, Pedro Antonio, Francisco 
Jbze, Francisco da Silva> Joao St. Jago> Joze Francisco, Joze Sperao, e Manoel de 
Carvalho^ e para constar passei o prezente que acino. 

(Signed) JOAO VERISSIMO MAXIMO DA CRUZ, 

Segundo Teniente Adjudande. 
Arsenal de Marinha, 3 de Mar go de 1839. 
(Examined.) J. A. Oy. 



Seventh Enclosure in No. 45. 
Mr. Consul Meagher to Lord Howard de ff^alden. 

My Lord, Lisbon, March 3rd, 1839. 

Agreeably to the instructions I received from your Lordship this morn- 
ing, I beg leave to state, that I proceeded on board Her Majesty's ship " Donegal," 
and from thence to the Portuguese Royal Arsenal, in the boat sent there by Ivear* 
Admiral Sir John Ommanney, with ten Portuguese seamen, paiiof the crew of the 
Portuguese slave-vessel " Diligente,'' where, having spoken with the Adjutant, the 
said individuals were delivered over to him, and who has passed a receipt for their 
due delivery, by names as per margin ;* which receipt I gave to Lieutenant Cannon, 
the officer in charge, for the purpose of being delivered to the Admiral* 

I have &LC 
(Signed) JEREMIAH MEAGHER. 

The Right Hon. Lord Howard de Walden, 

|c. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 46. 
Lord Howard de JValdtn to Viseount Paknertton. — (Received March 17.) 
My Lord, Lisbon, March lUh, 1839. 

Having in my notes of the 2nd and 3rd instant, to the Viscount de Sk da 
Bandeira, confined myself principally to the crew of the " Diligente," I have 

■ " ■ ... - . - - - ■ ■ ■■ _■■■■... 

♦ JOSE MARTINS. 

CARLOS A. FERREIRA. 
MANOEL MARTINAS. 
PEDRO ANTONIO. 
FRANCISCO JOSE. 
FRANCISCO DA SILVA. 
JOAO ST. JAOO^ 
JOZti FRANGISCa 
JOZE'SPERAO. ! 

MANOEL CARVALHO. 
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thought it expedient to notice that part of His Excellency's note, in which he de* 
mands *' satisfaction for the insult offered hy the British cruizers to the Portuguese 
flag, in the illegal capture of the brigantine ' DiUgente,^ and the surrender of that 
yessel to her owner, with full indemnity for all loss and damage incurred/' 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of the note, which I have addressed to the 
Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, with reference to the above pretensions. 

I have Sec 
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

The Right Hon. Vkcmfd Pdmerston, G.C.B. 
8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 46. 

Lord Howard de fFalden to Viscount de Sd da Bandeira. 

The Undersigned, &c. in transmitting to his Government the note, which he 
received on the 2nd instant from the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, &c., relative to 
the crew of the slaver ** Diligente,'' has found himself totally incompetent to render 
in his report an explanation of the precise grounds on which His Excellency had de- 
manded, in the name of Her Most Faithful Majesty, satisfaction for an insult 
stated to have been offered by certain cruizers of Her Britannic Mfiyesty,tothe Por- 
tuguese flag borne by this slaver, and has claimed the surrender of this vessel to its 
owner, with full indemnity for all losses and damages which have been incurred by 
her detention. 

The Undersigned, not being aware that the case of this vessel has as yet been 
decided by the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, whither she had been duly 
sent for adjudication; and as Her Majesty's Government consequently may be 
ignorant of the features of the case, which have given rise to so peremptory a tone 
on the part of the Portuguese Government, has the honour to request, in elucida- 
tion of this affair, information on the following points : — 

1 st. Whether the " Diligente' has been recognised as a Portuguese-built vessel? 

2nd. Wliether the '* DUigente' is owned by a Portuguese subject ? 

3rd. Whether the " Diligente'' is considered by the Portuguese Government as 
having been navigating, when captured, in strict conformity to Portuguese naviga- 
tion laws? 

4th. Whether the *' Diligente'^ is looked upon, under interpretation of the en- 
gagement of treaties towards Great Britain, confirmed by laws, as having been 
engaged in legal traffic ? 

5th. Whether the value or estimated profit on the 302 slaves on board the 
" Diligenter liberated by Her Majesty's cruizer ** Electra," are to constitute the 
basis of the indemnity and compensation demanded, in the name of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty, of the Government of Great Britain ? 

The Undersigned can assure the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, that any represent- 
ation made on tlie part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, will at all times meet with 
the utmost attention from the British Government ; and that, in regard to the pre- 
sent case, any wanton disregard on the part of any officer in Her -ftlajesty's service, 
in observance of the respect due to the Portuguese flag, (if the vessel bearing it 
should really be entitled to any,) will be most severely visited upon the offenders. 

The Undersigned must, however, be allowed to remind His Excellency, that it is 
not upon the mere allegations or the bare demand of any one party, that eitber a 
case of insult towards the national flag of a country can be considered as made 
good, or that a claim for indemnity for loss can in any way be admitted, in the treat- 
ing on such matter between two Governments. 

It is therefore upon these grounds, with the utmost desire to bring the real 
offenders in the case of the slaver '* Diligente'' to justice, and make tnem sufler 
the penalty due to their crimes or delinquencies, that the Undersigned has the honour 
to address himself to the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, to obtain such further light 
on this case as he has above specified. 

All the papers found on board the " Diligente'' having been sealed up, (as the 
undersigned has been informed by the Captor,) and forwarded as evidence against 
her to Sierra Leone, where the case will be duly investigated and decided, the Bri- 
tish Government are in possession of no other authentic particulars, beyond those 
already made known to the Portuguese Government by the Undersigned, viz. the fact 
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of her having had 300 slaves on board, being partly navigated by Portugiiese, and 
having, after wearing Montevidean colours during the chase, hoisted a Portuguese 
flag (adopted habituSly as the aegis of the Slave-trader) at the moment of capture. 

The Undersigned avails, &c. 
LUbon, Mareh 6, 1839. (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN, j 

His Excellency the Viscount de Sa da Baiideira, 
8fc. Sfc. ' 8fc. 



No. 47. 
Lard Howard de TValden to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received March 17.) 

(Extract.) Lisbon, March Wth, 1839. 

With reference to my Despatch, " Slave Trade," of the 3rd instant, in 
which I reported to your Lordship the transfer of the seamen of the slaver 
** Diligente^'' from Her Majesty's ship ** Donegal," to the Arsenal, I have the 
honour to acquaint you, that the men in question have not yet been released. 

I have been unable to obtain an explanation of the contradictor}^ conduction the 
part of the Viscount de Sk da Bandeira, in demanding that these men should 
" immediately be placed at liberty," after stating that they could not be looked 
upon as criminal by the Portuguese Government, for the reason he gave in his 
note, and.yet allowing them, after having been given up to a Portuguese authority, 
to remain prisoners in the Arsenal. 

Had the men been placed at liberty by my directions, on the Viscount de Sa da 
Baiideira's demand, no further notice would have been taken of them; but it 
would appear that these men having been taken charge of by a Portuguese func- 
tionary, that officer has required an authorization for their release, ^vnich it has 
not been so easy to obtain at once, from those who fear responsibility in disre- 
garding tht law, in a case which has attracted such attention as that of the 
capture of the Slaver ** Diligente,'' and the disposal of the Portuguese portion of 
her crew. 



No. 48. 
Lord Howard de fValden to Mr. Strangways, — (Received March 18.) 

(Extract.) Lisbon, March Ylth, 1839. 

With reference to your Despatch, marked ** Separate," of the 20th of Decem- 
ber last, I have the honour herewith to transmit the two decrees required by Vis- 
count Palmei'ston, relative to the Slave Trade. 



First Enclosure in No. 48. 
(Translation.) 

Alvara for preventing the conveyance of Negroes to Sea-port Towns of such 
Territories as are not in the Portuguese Dominions. Dated lAth October 
1751. .' 

I, THE King, make known to those to whom this alvara, having the form 
of a law^ shall come, Thalt it having been represented to me, in a report from my 
Council beyond *sea, how great an irregularity is occasioned, by negroes being ex- 
ported from Brazil, and conveyed to dominions not belonging to me, whereof results 
a notorious prejudice to the public welfare, and to my royal revenue, and that 
it is (necessary to devise a proper remedy, I deem it right to ordain, in general, 
that no blacks shall be conveyed. to sea-port towns of such territories, as are not in 
my royal dominions ; and, if the contrary be ascertained, that the triple value of 
each dave shall be forfeited, half of it to go to the informer, and the other half to 
the royal revenue; and that the persons guilty of contraband shall be banished for 
ten years to Angola. It being likewise ordered that no clearance shall be given for 
Class B. — Further Series. K 
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A» iCoknnt do Swramento, #rivfeher Idealities in tke vkiiBdtgr*af die P€Mrtaai2e8e 
fimttiBr, witkoot ^nteruig, in a Bepasate book (to be h^ set the PjrovedonafiJ^ 4he 
name and marks 'oftlie skive ; and a pass «Iiall be transmitted to tke Pi^ovedoria, or 
tke ordinary Gonrt of Jnstiee of tke f laoe to wkicb tke clearance is given, wkicb 
pass suck aufkority skall be obliged to (refeiurn witkin a year^ and ail tke JurtLoea 
of tkose places on tke frontier skall be obliged to send every jear to tke Provedo- 
rias of tke city of Bakia, and of Rio de Janeiro, a list of all £ke Saves fkat liaA 
arrived, and of all tkose wko abide tkere, specifying suck as died, or^vrere absent 
for some justifiable reason, or from kaving proceeded to territories of my conquests. 
Wherefore, I command my Viceroy and Captain-General liy sea and land of 
tke State of Brazil, and all tke Governors, Superior Captains of tkat State, and 
tke Provedors of tke royal revenue in tke same, to cause tkis my alvara to be pub- 
lisked,^kick «kall be registered in tke Courts of Justice in Brazil, and in all tke 
Provedorias of tke royal revenue, and in suck otker parts as may be proper, tkat 
it may be known wkat I ordain in this alvara ; and tkat it may be fulfiUed and 
observed .compIetelj(, as set fortk in it witkout any kesitation, wkick alvara skall 
have tke effect of a "carta," altkougk it is to be in force for upwards of a year, 
notwitkstanding tke Ordinance of j^k II,, Trt. 40, to tke contrary ; and it skaH 
be publisked and registered in my Supreme Ckancery of tke kingdom. 

(Signed) KING. 

(Signed) Mabquess de PfeNArvA. 

LUbm, Uth October, 1751. 



Second Enclosure in No. 46. 
(Translation.) 

AltHtra of the 19<A Septembery 176L 

I, THE King, make known to tkose wko shall see this alvara, which 
has the force of law, that, having been informed of the many and the great 
inconveniences, resulting from the excess and licence with wluch, contrary to 
the laws and customs of other civilised Uourts, annually is conveyed ^om 
Africa, America, and Asia, to these kingdoms, so extraordinary a number of 
black slaves, that, while they cause in my dominions beyond sea a sensible 
want of hands, for the cultivation of the ground and the working of mines, 
they only resort to this continent to supply the places of menials, who, being 
of little use, abandon themselves to sloth, and plunge into vice, its natural 
consequence. And having directed men of learning and piety, and sealous of 
the service of God, as well as of my own, and of the common welfare, to de- 
liberate with many Ministers of my Council and Tribunal, on the subiect of 
those inconvenienees, and of others deseiviuig my royal <a^xe; and having 
adopted their opinions, I decree that, from the day of the ^bUcation of this 
law in the ports of America, Africa, and Asia, and after the eK]NTatioia of six 
months, in the first and second ports referred to, and of a twelvemonth in the 
ports of Asia, it shall not be lawful in any of them to embark or to disembark 
m these kingdoms of Portugal and of the Algarves any black male or female; 
ordaining that all those who shall arrive in the said kingdoms after the expir- 
ation of the periods above stated, to be calculated from the day of publication 
of the present, shall, in virtue of this decree, be free and emancipated, without 
needing any other letter of manumission or emancipation, or aiw oibhcnvax^ 
rant, beyond the certificates of the Administrations atid theOraccrs of i;he 
Custom-houses of the places where they land ; which certificates I conraiand 
to be handed to them forthwith, together with the specifications of the locali- 
ties whence they shall have sailed, of the vessels in which they arrive, and of 
the day, month, and year that they are set on shone — the aforesaid Admint&tni- 
tors and Officers being entitled to the quadruple of the fees of those certificates^ 
at the expense of the masters of those blacks, or of the persons who shall xsaxry 
them in their company. But if these certificates be withheld from them Ibr 
more than eight and forty consecutive hours, to be reckoned from that at whick 
they enter the ships, the officers withholding them shall incur the penalty of 
suspension during my pleasure ; and in this case those who find themselves 
aggrieved shall apply to the Judges and the Justices of the respective ter- 
ritories having ordinary jurisdiction in them, in order that eauch or them may 
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produce the said certificates; witii the saiDe fees, and wtth the deriaratioft of 
the doubts or negligences of the above Admiaiatfators or Officers of die Cm^^ 
tom-housesy to the end that, on the parties complakiiiig of them to the Rflffi* 
dors, Presidents ©f Courts of Justice of the respective departments and juris- 
dictions, they may cause immediately this procedure to be carried into dfect, 
and without the formality of a court, and may promulgate m the same manner 
the penalties above directed. In addition to the latter, I direct that aM and 
every person, of whatever state or condition, who shall sell, buy, or retain 
unde r their sub je c t ion , and in their service, agamst their will, as slaves, any 
black men or women, that may arrive in these kingdoms after the expiration 
of the said periods, shall be visited with the penalties established by law against 
those who keep private prisons, and who subject free persons to captivity. 
But it is not my royal intention that, with regard to the black men and women 
who are already in these kingdoms, and may arrive in them within tlie periods 
referred to, any innovation should take place in consequence of the present 
law, nor that, under the pretext of it, slaves that now ax^ or shall hereafter be 
in nay dominions beyond sea, should desert ; on the contrary I ordain that all 
the free black males Bmd females who may^ come to these kingdoms to live,, 
trade, or serve in them, witb the en^ynent of that full liberty which is due 
to them, shall tni^pensabljr bring a pass from the respective Chambers of the 
piaces whcfice they have sailed, so as that these passes shall make appear their 
sex, age, and person, establishing their identity, and manifesting that they are 
those verv same emancipated and free blacks ; ajad that if any slnnild arrive 
without those passes so drawn up, they shall be seized, maintained, and sent 
back to the places whence they came, at the expense of the persons in whose 
eompany or vessel they have arrived, or shall have been found. 

And this shall be complied with as fully as is set forth in it: Therefore^ I 
tommand the Tribunal ef the Dezevibargo of the Court, the Council of my 
To^al revenue, and, beyond sea» the House of S^fplica^^ the Court of Con* 
science, and orders, the Senate of the Chambers, the Junta of the Commerce 
of these Kingdoms, and its dominions, the Governors of the Departme<]it and 
Tribunal of Forto, and of the Courts of Judicature, at Bahia, and Rio de Ja- 
neiro, the ViceHM>ys of the States of India and Brazil, the Governors and 
Captains'-General, and every other Governor of the same states ; and also, 
the ministers, officials, and other individuals of tliem, and of these realms, to 
fulfil and guard, and cause entirely to be fulfilled and guarded, this my 
alvara, notwithstanding any other laws or provisions opposm to its contents^ 
and which I also hold for abrogated, solely to this effect, while, in all other 
respects, they remain always in their vigour : And 1 command Doctor Manoel 
Gomes de Carvalho, of my Council, and Supreme Chancellor of these King- 
doms and Seignories, to cause it to be published and registered in the officc"t)f 
the Supreme Chancellor of the Kingdom : And it shall, in the same manner, 
be published in my kingdoms and dominions, and in each of the districts of 
them, that it may come to the cognizance of all, and no one may be able to 
plead ignorance. 

It sl^ll also be registered in all the Courts of Justice of my kingdoms and 
dominions, and at other points where such laws are usually registered ; and 
tliis alvara shall also be aeposited in the Tower of Tombo. 

Given in the Palace of our Lady of Ajuda, the l»th September, 1761. 



No, 49. 

Vi$emni FahnerHen to Lord Howard de Tf^aldm. 
Mt Lord, ^ Foreign Office, March 92, 1839. 

Your jjordship's Despatches, marked Slave Trade, to that of the Uth inst., 
have been recdved. 

Her Majesty's Government entirelv approve the language which your Lordship 
held, in your note of the 6th of March, to the Viscount de Sa, in answer to that 
part of His Excellency's note of the 2nd of the same month, in which he had de- 

K 2 
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manded '* satisfaction for the insult offered by the British cruisers^ in the illeml 
capture of the brigantine, ^Diligente,'" and the surrender of that vessel to her 
owner, with full indemnity for all loss and damage incurred. 

I am, &c* 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. ^ 

To Lord Howard de fValdetty 
6fe. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 50. 

Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received April 17.) 

(Extract.) , Lisbon, April 7, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of a portaria signed by the Viscount 
de Sa da Bandeira, and published in the Diario do Govemo of the 2nd instant, by 
which the Queen directs judicial proceedings to be instituted against the ex- 
Governor-General of Angola, Manoel Bernardo Vidal, 1st, for not having carried 
into execution the decree of the 10th December 1836, proliibiting the Slave Trade, 
gndly. For exacting 800 milreis from each vessel engaged in the Slave Trade (as 
is reported officially as being notorious) for license to receive a cargo of slaves ; 
and, 3dly, for having taken advantage of his post for illicit profits, and various 
other abuses of authority. 

This step has been taken by the Viscount de Sk da Bandeira, eleven months 
after the representation which had been made officially to him, in the name of Her 
Majesty's Government, respecting the notorious conduct of the Governor, Vidal. 

The Viscount de Sa da Bandeira also proposed two days ago to the Gharg6 
d'Affaires of His Banish Majesty, to conclude a Treaty between Portugal and 
Denmark for the suppression of the Slave Trade, similar to that contracted between 
France and Great Britain. 

It is quite unnecessary for me to make any comment on this overture of the Vis- 
count de S& da Bandeira to the Danish Charg^ d'Affaires, while refusing to con- 
clude with France a Treaty,, the project of which contains, as I imderstand, not 
one stipulation to which the Portuguese Government had been able to object in 
principle, but, as the price of which, the Viscount de Sfi. da Bandeira, gratoitously 
annexes an evidently inadmissible condition, of the cession to Portugal of certaia 
disputed territory on the coast of Africa. 



Enclosure in No. 50. 
Portaria. 



Her Majesty the Queen having been informed, that the late Governor-General 
of the province of Angola, Manod Bernardo Vidal, far from giving due fulfilment 
to the decree of the 10th December, 1836, prohibiting the traffic in slaves in the 
Portuguese dominions, as he was^ bound to do by the 25th article of the said 
decree, pretexting as an excuse, the power, granted by a decree of anterior date, 
to Governors'-General in Council to suspend the execution of laws hitherto pub- 
lished, in the event of their being found impossible to execute, beliaved, on that 
head, not only with negligence and remissness, but even with connivance ; it having 
been officially affirmed to- this department, that it was publicly notorious that^ to 
enable any vessel to take on board a cargo of slaves, it was necessary to pay a 
certain sum, of which the said ex-Governor received 800 milreis (about ^X)/,), 
Her Majesty commands, through the Minister of Marine and the Colonies, that 
the Deputy Attorney-General of the said province, should produce before i;he 
Judge of the same, according to the 20th and 22nd articles of tne above-mentioned 
Decree, the necessary accusation against the said ex-Govemor-General, having 
regard to the opinion of the Attorpey-General of the Crown herewith transmitted, 
and making lise of the evidence of witnesses, a copy of which is also enclosed, re- 
quests that the dispositions of Article 19, and others of the same Decree, may be 
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put in' vigour towards Iiim. And as, from the representation (olao endofled^) 
signed by John Antonio de Miranda Vieira, on the 29th October of last year, 
appears also strong evidence, that the said ex-Govemor-General took advantage of 
his situation to obtain illicit gains, and that he was guilty of various abuses of his 
authority, the said Deputy Attorney- General will cause the proper proceedings to 
be instituted airainst him, according to the alvara of 14th April, 1835. 

(Signed) SA' DA BANDEIRA, 

Palace of Neces^sidades^ March 16, 1839. 



No. 51. 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden. 

Mr Lord, Foreign Office, April 2Q, 1839. 

.It appears from the accompanying papers, that the vessel, the "Diligente,'^ 
bearing the Bag of Portugal, and mrnished with Portuguese papers by the Portu- 
guese tJonsul-General at Cadiz, wao captured by Her Majesty's ship " Brisk," and 
was condenmed on a charge of Slave Trade, in March, 1837, at Siena Leone. 
That she was purchased at Sierra Ijeone by one Miguel Bertinotte, who took her back 
to Cadiz, and that she was there furnished with a false set of Portuguese papers, 
by the Portuguese ConsuUGeneral, who thus became instrumental a second time to 
pu^ioses of olave Trade, In respect of this vesseL 

The papers which were furnished to the '^ Dilig^te,'* in the second instance, 
were antedated eighteen months back : they were prepared in the office of the 
Consul-General ; they are attested by his seal and signature ; but all the witnesses 
examined in the case, including the Captain, the Mate^ and the Owner, were com- 
pelled to admit the falsehood ot those papers. 

The fact that a Portuguese functionary has connived at, and has aided a trade, 
which is prohibited and branded as a crime by the laws of his own couiitry, ought 
to be held sufficient grounds for inflicting upon him the severe displeasure of his 
Sovereign. In the present case, Mr. Machado, besides rendering such aid, has assisted 
in fabricating jhlse papers, in order to further that object: and Her Majesty's 
Government therefore, desire, that, in laying the facts of thisjcase before the Portu- 
guese Government, you will express the hope of Her Majesty's Government, that 
the Government of Portugal will not suffer such conduct on the part of a Portuguese 
functionary to pass unpunished. 



To Lord Howard de PFalden. 
8fc. 8fc. 8fc. 



I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



First Enclosure in No. 51. 

Sierra Leone Commissioners, October 20, 1838* 
(See Class A., No. 10, p. 11.) 



Second Enclosure in No. 51 . 

Sir John Barrow to Mr. Strangways. 

» 

^^^9 Admiralty, h&th January, lOm. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admrralty to send you 
herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, copy of a letter from Lieu- 
tenant A. Kfellett, commandmg Her Majesty's brig "Brisk/* to Rear- Admiral the 
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Honocirsfole George Elliot, dated the 33fd ef October last, raipectaig^ the Slsfe 
Trade. 

I am, &e. 
(Sigoed) J. BARROW. 

To (he RigkfHonmrabk fV. F. Strangwa^. 
ifc Sfc. Sfc. 



Std>-BiicloBure in No. 51. 
(Extract.) Lieutenmit KdUU ta Admiral Eliot. 

Her Majesty's brig ''Brisk;' at Sea, October 23rd, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to call your attention to the case of the brig " DUigente,** 
eondemiied in dte Spanish Mixed Commission Court, to Her Majesty 8 bi^ 
" Brisk," under my command. This vessel was condenmed at Sierra Leone, in 
December, 1836^ asthe ^ Paquetu de Cabo Verde,'' uAA to a Mr. Lake, and trans- 
ferred by bill of aeJe, on the 2nd of January, 1837, to Miguel Bertimvle, a j^annk 
sfore-dealer at the GalHnas, for 1000/. This notorious character anwed ait Sieraa 
Leone for the above purpose, and cleared out under Spaniedi eok>uni for tlie Havana, 
in April, 18OT; she then visited several ports in Old Spain, and ukimatelf arrived at 
Cadiz, on the 30th September, 18^. It would appear, from the fictitiouB bSI of 
sale, dated the 2d of January 1837, at Cadiz, that the vessel was sold as the 
*' Feroz Africano,' to Gabriel Lopez, as attorney to FraokciseoCardevo de Mello, 
^ Cape Yerd Islands, who is the nominal owner of ahnost ail SpanMi VMsek, 
which, since the Treaty with Spain in 1885, have been transferred tattie Portuguese 
flag. 

It will appear this vessel, after a sham bill <^ sale, received a passport from tlie 
Portuguese Consul-General at Cadiz, dated the 5th df Janaary, 1837 ; and her 
name changed to the *' Dil^ente/' at the very time the vessel and owner were at 
Sierra Leone, and then only two days in his possession ; it ka» appeared that the 
Master and Mate are on the roll, dated the 5th of January, 1837> aiMi die Master^s 
name in the passport of the same date ; though, in evidence given before the Court 
of Mixed Commission, they swear they never saw the vessd imtil June, 1838. 

I beg leave to cdl your attention to the conduct of the Consul-Genenj of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty, aiding and assisting in carrying on the Slave Trade, con- 
trary to the solemn Treaty entered into by his Government. This most glaring 
case of fraud could not have been completed without the assistance^ or connivance, 
of the authorities of Her Catholic Majesty at the port of Cadiz. 



No. 52, 

Viscount Pabnersion to Lord Howard de fFalden. 

(Extract.) Foreign Office, April 20th, 1839. 

I TRANSMIT herewith to your Lordship an extract of a Despatch from 
Her Majesty's Charg6 d'AfFaires at Rio de Janeiro, together with a copy of 
the Enclosure therein referred to, containing a statement in answer to calum- 
nies published in a Rio de Janeiro newspaper, and republished at Lisbon, 
against the conduct of Her Majestv*s naval officers towaros prisoners on board 
of the slaver the "F<for de Locmda. ' 



Enclosure in No. 52. 
Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston, Riode Janeiro, February \Qth, 1839. 

(See No. 79, p. 130.) 
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No, 63. 
Viscount PaJmerston to Lord Howard de TVaUen. 
My Lobd, ForetgnOffieey April 20(h, 11839. 

I TRAirsM IT hercurith to yomr Lordslup a note, which I have to-de^ce 
that you will prcscn* to the Por^guese Minister for Foreign AflFaifs, in reply 
to the n«rte which was addressed to your Lordship, on the 22nd May, 1838, by 
Visccmnt de Sa da fiaadeira, and which containea observations upon the com- 
3DunicatiaD, made by your Lordship to that Minister, respecting the Resoluti(Hi 
erf the Hoose of Commans of the 10th May, 1838, on the subject of the Slaw 
Trade. 

You will flhd Ihc ^ndosed note vrnttea out ready for delivery. You will 
have a copy made of it, to be kept in the aichives of Her Majesty's Mission 
in Lisbon ; and after signing the enclosed original, with the date filled up, you 
will«transmft it without delay to the Portuguese Minister. 

Yo©r Lordship^ in acknowledging the receipt of this Des^patch, will have the 
goodness to state lie date, which you shall have affixed to the note whidi is 
enclosed in it. 

lam, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Zford Howard de JVutdeta^ 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 

<— .M^^i^^»^ ■ III 

Enclosure in No. 58, 

Draft of a Note to ie presented hy Ijord Howard de fValden io the Portugnese 

Govemtneni* 

Th£ Undersigned, &c», has been instructed to state to Viscount de Sa da 
Bandeira, i&c^ that the British Government had hoped, that its negotiation 
with Portugal for a new Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade would 
have ended by a result, which would have rendered unnecessary, on the part of 
the British Government, any detailed reply to the note which M. de Sa da 
Bandeira addressed to the Undersigned on the 22nd May, 1838. But that 
expectation having been disappointed, the Undersigned is now instructed to 
make the following observations in answer to that note. 

M. de Sa da Bandeira, in the note in question, adverting, in the first plac^, 
to the communication made to him on the 20th May, 1838, by the Under- 
signed, sets out by stating his intention to demonstrate, " how destitute of the 
least pretext to justice are the heavy charges, made against the Portuguese 
Government, that a system of war and piracy against Uie human race is now 
pursuing with impunity under its flag/* 

Her Majesty's Government would have felt sincere pleasure, if the note of 
M. de Sa dafiandeira had contained any disproof of those charges; because it 
would have been gratifying to Her Majesty's Government to find, that a Power, 
which has long been connected by close alliance with Great Britain, had vin- 
dicated itself from an accusation of so grave a description; but Her Majesty's 
Government regret to have to say, that while, on the one hand, those charges 
are supported by ascertained facts, M. de Sa's note, on the other hand, does 
xiot contain even an attempt to refute them. 

A long recital of the facts, by which those charges are borne out, is to be 
found in the note* which was addressed by Viscount Palnierston to the Baron 
de Moncorvo on the 90th April, 1836 ; and the earnest attention of the Portu- 
guese Government was at tnat time called to the circumstances detailed in 
that note. 

The statement in Viscount Palmerston's Jiote was not controverted; but the 
misdeeds which it enumerated have remained unpunished ; and the persons 
who protected the offenders still continue in authority. 

In the months of March, April, and May of the last year, facts of the same 
nature, but of a more recent date, were made known to the Portuguese 
Government* These facts have not been disputed ; for to deny them was 
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impossible. But Hef^Majesty's Govdhiment is not aware, that any steps ha^e 
been taken thereupon by tnt Portuguese Government, for the purpose of 
putting these practices down. 

M. de S4 da Band<*ira then goes oo to allege, as an excuse for the conduct of 
Portugal in this matter, that she has, in times past, had all other nations for 
accomplrces in this cnqcie; and that Great Britam%erself, at an early period of 
her history, engaged largely in the now proscribed Slave Trade. 

These assertions are indisputably true ; but what do .they prove ? or how do 
they bear, in exculpation of the present conduct of Portugal? Do they not 
rather render that conduct the less excusable? For, if Great Britain has 
long since spontaneously abandoned her course ojf crime ; and if almost all the 
other nations of Europe have followed her example ; does it not add to the 
criminality of Portugal, that she should still persevere in a system of guilt, 
which her former accomplices have tlius repudiated ? 

But, as Viscount de Sk has thought fit to appeal to history, ^Hft M^jjjfpt^'s 
Government deem it right to observe, that, howeVer early the period at w^Jiich 
Great Britain began the Slave Trade, she found even then, that this trade had 
already been established by Pditugal for upwards of a century before. 

The Portuguese annals show, that the ear^st Portuguese navigators in the 
African seas, though th^y had the honour of first opening to Europe the great 
water-road to the vast regions of the East, yet tarnished their glory by prac- 
tising the crfcne wnich continues, even to this day, to stain the character of 
their country. 

The earliest narrator of those voyages, Cada Mosto, rejates, that, in the 
middle of the fifteenth centur^ the Slave Trade was put under regulation bv 
Prince Henry of Portugal, in order to check the desultory incursions, which 
the Portuguese had previously been in the habit of making upon the villages ' 
on the coast, for the pui-pose of carrying off slaves. Ijt was ordered, that the 
slaves should thenceforward be brought down to the coast by the native traders, 
and should be purchased from them at fixed prices. At that early period, the 
number imported annually into Portugal from Arguin alone, is stated, by Cada 
Mosto, to have ^mounted to from 700 to 800 **head." For these Africans were 
not then counted by the modem system of enumeration by souls, but, Tike 
<:attle, wer^ reckoned by the head. 

The difference, then, on thij point, between Great Britain and Portugal, 
appears to be, that Great Britain was the last of the tM'O to take to the Slave 
Irade, and was the first to leave it off; that Portugal began to practise if the 
first, and now clings to it the last. *^ 

M. de Sa da Bandeira then proceeds, but with what advaijtage to his argu- 
ment is not apparent, to enumerate the successive steps which Great Britain 
has taken, while pursuing her disinterested and generous course of atonement 
to the African race for the injustice of her former conduct. M. de Si records 
the honourable and persevering exertions by whifth the friends of humanity in 
England,*after many years of untiring labour, succeeded in persuading the Le- 

fislatnre to abolish the Slave Trade; to abolish it, moreover, without being 
ound to do so by treaty with any foreign power, and without being paid for 
doing so, by the treasury of any foreign nation. "^ He mentions the successive 
attempts made by British Slave-traders to evade the abolition law, and adverts 
to the various remedies applied by the Legislature to make that law more 
stringent and effectual ; till at last the severity of ihe punishment, and the 
rigorous enforcement of the law, entirely put an end to Ihe^rime. But idie 
Viscount de S4 does not stop here, nor does he omit to record, that the Bn-^ 
tish nation, not satisfied with simply abolishing the trade 1h slaves, felt thaflft 
could not hold itself exempt from guilty so long as the Condition of slavery 
. should continue to exist in the dominions of the British Crown j and that the 
British people, by an act of disinterested generosity, unparalleled iftthe history 
of the worlcf, gave freedom to 800,000 slaves, paying, at the same time, 4B 
compensation to the owners, no less a sum than twenty millions sterling. And 
what, it may be asked, after so noble a proof of sincerit/, what becomes of the 
sneers of those who, incapable, it must be supposed, themselves, of any gene- 
rous sentiments, ascribefl to motives of selfish SUd sordid interest the efforts of 
Great Britain, to persuade other nations to abstain from the tAde in slaves? 

But, great is the contrast, which the pictuilS, th* drawn by Viscount de S4|^ 
of the conduct of Goeat Britain, presents to the course which has been pursuea 
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on the same subject by Portugal ; who has declined to fulfil the engagements of 

solemn Treaties^ which bind her to abolish the Slave Trade ; who has refused 

' to do the very thing for which, by her own admission, she has received upwards 

, of 400,000/. ; and whose laws against Slavey Trade have remained a dead letter, 

and have never yet, in anv single instance, oeen carried into execution. ^ 

But, if the inference wnicb Viscount de Sa intends .to draw from this part 
of his note is, that Great Britain found it difficult to put down her Slave Trade, 
and that Portugal is therefore excusable for not having put an end to hers ; the 
reply is simple and obvious : that Great Britain, having the will and the deter- 
mination to act, has fully accomplished her purpose ; and that as Portugal has . 
not achieved the same end, it must thence be inferred, that she has not the same 
determination and good will. 

But it must not be forgotten that the British Government is not now asking 
of Portugal fully to follow out the noble example which Great Britain has 
set her. Portugal is not bound bv Treaty to emancipate her slaves j and 
Great Britain asks nothing which she has not, by Treaty, a right to demand. 
But Portugal is bound by Treaty to abolish her Slave Trade; and what the 
Treaty stipulates. Great Britain is justified in exacting. 

Viscount de S4 admits, that rortugal has contracted engagements ; but 
denies their alleged extent, and asserts that they have been fulfilled. He 
acknowledges that Portugal haft received from England a lame sum of money, 
in consideration of the abolition of the Slave Trade of Portugal; but he 
asserts that this sum was less than has been represented ; that it was paid for 
the partial, and not for the total abolition ; and that it was also partly a com- 
pensation for the restitution of French Guayana to France. 

Now let these allegations be successively examined. 

M. deSdda Bandeira admits, that in 1810 Portugal ** bound herself by a 
Treaty to England to abolish the Slave Trade in all her dominions." Is this 
a limited engagement? and has this engagement been fulfilled? nay, has the 
Slave Trade been really abolished, not ** in all the dominions of Portugal,'* but 
even in any one single part of those dominions ? and is it not, on the con- 
trary, notorious, that, even in the port of Lisbon itself, vessels have been per- 
mitted to be equipped for that very traffic ? And if all of these questions 
can only be answered unfavourably to Portugal, this part of Viscoupt de Sa*s 
defence must necessarily fall to the ground. 

With respect to the payment, whicn was received by Portugal for the abolition 
of her Slave Trade, His Excellency says, that the sum actually received by Portu- 
gal was not so much as 600,000/., as has been stated, but was rather more than 
400,000/. If Her Majesty's Government have overstated the amount of actual 
payment, they are ready to correct their error. Assuming the statement of the 
Viscount S4 to be correct, they conceive that payoaent of between 400,000/. 
and 500,000/. was sufficient to entitle Great Britain to demand the fulfilment 
of the condition, upon which that large payment was made. 

But was this sum paid for a partial or for a total abolition of the Slave 
Trade of Portugal ? The most cursory examination of the Treaty of 1815 
will show that it was for the total, and not for a partial, abolition, that this suip 
was granted to Portugal. For the preamble of that Treaty, and the Fourth 
Article, distinctly contemplate and provide for the general and final abolition 
of the Slave Trade by Portugal; and the payment to Portugal having been 
stipulated in the Fifth Article, must be deemed to be the British consideration 
for the preceding Por^guese engagements. 

Nor is this cortdation affected by the fact, that the payment was to be 
fba^ as soon as the ratification of the Treaty should be published. On the 
contrary, this circumstance shows, that Great Britain would not consent to 
make the payment, until Portugal should, by making known to the world her 
ratified engagements, have bound herself, in the most solemn and public man- 
neTi to the final and complete abolition of her Slave Trade. 

Subsequent events have indeed shoWh, that it would have been more prudent 
in Great Britain to have withheld the payment, uritil the engagements of 
Portugal should have been fully ai^ punctually performed. But it ill 
becomes the Portuguese Goverqncnt, to make the misplaced confidence of 
Great Britain in thij good faith ofPortugal, the subject of taunt or of reproach. 

But the British Govei^m^t must be permitted to observe, that there is an 
, djppearance of discrepancy, between different passages, in this part of Viscount de 
CulSS B. — Further Series. ■ L 
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94'8 iKito; baoMfie, nAlile ia ose ]tt«8age he asserts, that tika Mm of betftalk 
400»00Q/. and 500.000/: w«s pwl to Portugal, at. all events, in eo«pdeff«tioa:o£ a 
partial d:)Qlitio& of. ber Slftve Tcatfe, in ancAher passage he x^^k the jM^ion, 
"that Poctugal ever mid her eo-open^k^ to any other natioA*'^ ff^ 

Viscount de Sa, bovrever, appeals to the negotiations of 181^ &r the proof q£ 
the interpretation^ wliifkrhe gives to the engagement^oontraeted ^ PorbigaL 

Bat ttefengagemeatB of a nation are to ^ detenmned hy ks Treaties^ and not 
by the Tarj^g fiofoeitiosm and replies, whieh mi^ have been made by eij^pr.jg^ I 
party durmg the progress of. the negetiations whieh led to those Trei||»es ; mi ' 
3, even if Viscount de ^ was right in & i|iterpi«tatio& of thenegotiatioBflBf 1815, 
his argmnent woidd be of little avail, unless he could explain aiviay the dear and 
incontrovertible t^xt of the Treaty subsequently concluded. 

But Her Majesty's Govenunent will Mlow Viscount de Sa into an examination 
of the negotiations to which he refers. 

The paf^rs, to which Viscount de S4 especially alludes, are the. n^fe of 12tk 
January, 1815, from the Portuguese PknipotentiiuikB to Lord Cdbtlereagh ; the 
Treaty of 22nd January, 1815 ; and the first secret article annejced to that Treaty; 
ai^ he particularly infl^ts, that this last-mentioned -document dxows, that the re-» 
s^e of tb^ 600,0(Ktf. v^aa given by Great Britain to Portugal, in consideration of 
the restitution of Guayana by Pmtugal to France. ^ .. ^ 

Now, the history of this part of the negotiatioi# in question is as follows :-^: w * 

At the coapNM^ceraent of the conferences on Slave Trade, held at the Congress 
of Vienna, the Portuguese Plenipotentiaries, on the 17th November, 18l4,4iali- 
*' vered in their propositions in writing, — " llieir oflfers" were ; that Portugal should 
* ^ abolish immediately the trade HO tiie north of the line, and, in eig^t y^w9 after- 
wards, should put an end to her Slave Trade every wheire dee ; provided that, 
dmrmg tJmbperiodoi eight years, the British cruizers should not prevent uie trade 
to the south of the Idne. 4| 

,'^ Their" corresponding ^demands" were, first, that an indemnity should be 
mnted fer Poztugi^se lasses, sustained in Afriea»^ in consequence of seizures id *> 
Portuguese sMps by British cruisers ; and tiiat this indemnity ahoukl be the subject 
(^ a (xiirpention^ to precede the Treaty of Abolition ; secondly^ that Great Britaia ^ 
should be pleas^ t<).,aequit Portugal of the remainder of her delw of 6OO;00O2. ;. 
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thirdly, t^ O'reat'Britain should gttarantee to Portugal, BissM, and Gatcheo; - 
fourthly, ttmt the "^reatjppf Conlperce ^ 1810 should be cancelled* ^^ 

Lord Castlereagh, havings stated that he had no power to cancel the Commer- 
cial Treaty of 1810, delivered in a note to the Portuguese Plenipotentian^» 
inj||bich he proposed, first, to give immediately to Portu^al0QOO,OOO2. for the 
losseiKustain^ ^ Portuguese subjects in Africa, movided ^W Portugal 
would immediateriralieHsffbertSlave Trade north of ttie line ; aro, secondly^ 
that the other points at 4gsuet mcluding the remission of ^ re^ue of the i 
loan, and the ficoing of the period U he a^rignedhby Portugal/or the tfMf^ o&^ 
lition oftthe Trade, should be left for subsequent .discussion. 

But tile Portuguese Plenipotaitta|ies^ demanded, even for the abolition north 
o€ the Line, not only the prof^aed immediate payment of 300,000, but also 
tl^ r^ission of th^ Tcaidue of the loan of 600,000/. ; and besides this, th|^abro- ^ 
gation of the Treaty of Alliance of 1810; and<?fehey- took that o]q;xHrtunity of 
^bjfcttng to the cession of Guayana to France, evidently me^fepg,' as Lord 
Casiftreagb ob^rved^to make that cession a ground for new^mands, both 
upon FranOitand updb Great Britain ; and, in tact, luch demands were after^ 
wards embodied in the noM^ referred jto by M« de S4 da Auideira. ^ 

But the PortugilMe Plnipotentiaries, in theiri^te orl2& Januqn^ 1 
dMtand the 300,000/..- as compensation for losses previously sm^ * 
OQ lliat ground, theg^ object to. its being incmied in the same Tr( 
was to, declare the prmciple of future abolition. 

The !l^itish Government, anxious to|pia|(e eva^y possible sacrifice for. t^ 
attainment of its object, eowented.witjaDUt hesitation, to cancel the:^rea^ 
Alliance M 181Q, and to grant th^)K)O^DO/. f^r losses sustained pre 
Hid, and consentedite.me request of the Portu^ue^ Plenipotenti 
the grant of that SOCpM^ should not jKincMKled m tne Treatv, whicHh 
contain the tirinciple ^ j^neral afffi ^€|pil abijdon ; though the 
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'Ik Accordingly, on the Slst of January, 7815, Great Bfftem^||ppeludod a Con* 

^ ^, vdRion with V^rtugal, by wlafli, in consideratiOB of regi^fttions to be made 

^, '^ by ttrtugal Sgk the suppreaeion of the Slave Trade, Great Britain agreed to 

givewO,000/. to Portugal, to be distributed by the Portoguese Government 
Jt.^ m discfa^tege of claims, on account of capluresrMade by British cruizers bef(M!e 
* * ~ the 1st OTJune, 1814. 
V On the next day, nwiely, the 22d January, 1815, Great Britsan o^l^liided a 

T^ipsdy with Portugal, by which Portugal, after recording in ihc preamble her 
CTgagettent ^^ to co-c^rate with Great Britain, '<ili the cause of humanfty and 
justicd^^ adoptii^ the fnosf efficaeivu^ mean^ for bringing about a gradual 
abolition of the Slave Trade f (that is to say, a total and general abolition of 
that trade ;) stipubted, that her Slave Trade should hnmediately be abolished 
north of toe equator; engaged, that her Slave Trade, south of the equator, 
should from thencei^jMkh be confined to the purpose of snralying the trans- 
Atla^atic possessions of Portugal ; and positively bound her^f ^* to iSetermine, 
^1^ by a separate ^Treaty with Grtkt Britain, the period at which the Portuguese 

^* trade in slaves should universally cease, and be entirely prohibited throughout 

the enrire dominions of PortdJ^al.** ^ 

' Great Britain, on her part, and in return for these engagementju agreed to 

J ^ <^^|<^l the Treaty of Alliance of 1810, and to remit to Portugal the residue of 
"^ tb^fcan of <J0O,dO0/., and prontfsed that, for the furtlier p^pod during which 
the Slave Trade mi^t be permitted to be carried on by the iM^of Portugal, 
^ aiia under the Treaties subsisting between the two Crowns, tne British Go- * , 

vemment would issue such orders to Brirish cruizers, as would effectually ' 
preven* any interruption being given to Portuguese ships, resorting fdr pur- ^ * 
poses of Slave Trade, on the south of the line, to the actual dommtm^ of the 
Orwm ef Portugnly or to the territories in Africa, which were clamed in the 
ll^said Treaty of Alliance, as belonging to the Crown of PortugaL 

To this Treaty, three secret articles were annexed. By the first of these, ^ 
^ Portugal engaged to carry into effect the restitution of French Guayana to ^ 
, France ; while Great Britain engaged to mediate for a favourable arrangement 
of the Portu^^^fe»e boundaries on the side of Guayana. This article was nearly 
^i« a transcript from the 10th article of the Treaty^ of Paris^^ 
' The second secret article confirms a stipulation in the Trea^ ofjVlliance of 
I8I0, that Portugal will not establish ^ Incfaisitipn in Brazil ; and the third 
secret article states, that Gieat Britain shall give Bompensation for any Portu- 

Saese vessels, which might, at that time, have been illegally detained bj^ 
ritish cruizers, ^ubsequentlv to the 1st of June, 1814, or which mightjlMnce- 
forward bq||p*detained, before the time wl^ the trade to the nori^ll^the 
Line shoulJoe abolished, in conformifer witlwbe Treaty. :5 " 

^ ^ These secrd^articles, therefore, liiFno degree 4>ear' out the statement of 

g M. d^jttk da Bandeira, that tbey contain a stipulation, that the |pidue of the ^ 

^ loan should be remitted by Great Britain, in consideration for CJ^ lestitution 

of French Guayana to France. ♦ ♦ 

The secret articles make no mention w)|itever of the remission of ^e 
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balaaee of the 600,000L: but they do mention the restitution o^^rc^ch 
Guayana by Portugal, fw'wWch no otheAonsideration^ on the part W Great 
Britain, is sifM, exc^ a promise, that Great Britain would employ herj|edii^- 
tion, in conformity with tne provisions of the 10th article of tlie TmRy of 



^ Paris^ to procure a friendly arrangement of the dispute betweeipPortugal and 

r^^ FVartte, on the subject of their ccmimon boundary in Guayana. 
»^ V ^P-'lB^" proceedings of the negotiation did not 4itirelgr rest here. For while*' 
T^ ^%p PlK%went' 

jfk tmtously agreed ^^ av^tian (,i«p.i v^i«tv **««• w.^^i.t «j^jrv,«.^ xv..i,»^ uan ^ 




_ ^^ with England, her consent to Ai|||ish her Skve Trade at the end cPlHght 
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tile conclusion of the Congress, tbdVortuguese Plenip^^iti|||iesr fearful, 

' eir conditional admission of a final abolition j^^e aH of eigjp^ ]MN^, 

be misconstnted into anf'thiiMLbutan inteaMl^rgaiu, re-stated their 

it|DQ of sale; and desintH^ ins^ti^^ that %&B^ttsh l||enipotentiaiy 

' leave tRen a document, wbicfa n|j||P '^ver their responsibi^," Iby 

tbfll theii^&truc- 




ig,^at they hdd ne^^ees more libem in ^Quir oflSers, tM| t 
9d ustiiorised mem to be. Mf ^ mL ^ 
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The British Plenipotentiary conceived, that he had akeady made a auftcient 
pecuniary sacrinc^ as the price of the engagements contractid by Porfi^ 
finally to abolish, and, in the mean time, to restrict, her Slave .Tr§(lc ; 9fd he 
accordingly addressed a note to the Portuguese rlenipotentiaries, acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of their last coi^Hnunication ; but expressing the detecminatioa 
of the British Government to preserve, ** wholly unfettered oy any c<Aiditioas«** 
the couKf^, which that Government might deem it necessary to pursue, for 
the purpose of accelerating the abolition of Slave Trade, . 

Viscount de Sa, quitting for awhile the particular subject to which his apte mor«r 
immediately relates, launcnes out into a wider field, and di^ussing tli£ mutual 
advantages derived by Great Britain and Portugal from their alliance, expresses an 
opinion, tliat the balance of benefit has been in favour of England ; alleging that the 
ruin and desolation produced in Portugal by the invasion of the French, and the 
expenses incurred by Portugal in defending herself, were hjf no means compensated 
by the subsidies granted to Tier by England ; Avhile, on the contrary. Great Britain, 
in the first place, successfully deiendea her o^vn liberties upon the soil of Portugal, 
and afterwards, by Treaties with Portugal, obtained in Brazil, and in Portugal itself, 
commercial and other advantages highly beneficial .io England, and ruinous in their 
consequences to Portugal. « 

Now, upon the last-mentioned topics. Her Majesty's Government haw to 
observe, that the opening of the poi;ts of Brazil to British commerce was a mapnirr* 
productive of mutual and equal benefit to both countries ; and that the permissioa to 
buy timber in Brazil, and to build ships of war in Brazilian ports, w^is a permisokm 
of no value to Great Britain, and which Great Britain most readily rdinquiabed ; 
but which, if Great Britain had availed herself of it, would have been attended 
with no loss to Portugal, because Great Britain was to pay the full value for the 
timber andiOther articles, which she was thus to be at lib&rty to purchase. Widi 
regard to the Commercial Treatv of 1810, it is to be remarked, that iif this treatyv 
was really injurious to Portugal, it seems somewhat strange and unaccountable 
that Portugal should have allowed ten years to elapse after the time when, by the ' 
terms of the treaty itself, she had acquired a light to put an end to it, and that Ae 
should not, during those ten years, have ever availed herself of that right; while, on 
the othe^ hand. Great Britain, even as early as the year 1815, expressed her vill*w 
ingaew to reviscTthat treaty. 

Viscount de Sa, baviqg alluded to th^ Secret Articles of the Treaty of Alliance 
of 1810, the British Governiflent feels itself called upcm to remark t^ those Secpet 
Articles were decidedly in favour of Portugal, and that the statement of M* de Sa 
da igandeira, that by them Portugal ceded to Great Britain the '' interesting"' aet- . 
tlemeafs of Bissao and Caeheo, is not borne out by the fact. ^ 

For what did those twd Secret Articles contain ? ^ 

The first stipulated that Great Britain should mediate with tl]p;Barbary powers 
in favour of Portugal ; the second, that if Great Britain should succeed in^litaimng 
for Portugal restitution of Oliven^a and Jurumenha, and in establishing for Por- 
tugal the ancient boundarr of Guayana, in conformity with the Treaty of Utredi^ 
then, and in such case, rortugal. would entirely abolish and strictly prohibit the 
Slave Trade at Bissao and Cacheo, and would, moreover, for a reasonabW compen* 
sation Tn money or otherwise, cede U$ Great Britain for 50 years the said seftle- 
meiUs of Bissao and Cacheo, with a reservation, however, that thq^e settlements 
should revert to the Crown of Portugal at the end of those 50 years ; but without 
any power o»tfae part of Portugal ever to revive th^Slai^ Trade therein. Diis 
Secret Article, however, never came into operation; and the settlemeirts of^iKssao 
and Cacheo have continued^n the possession of the Crown of Portugal, an^estfve 
the^appellation of '' interesting," only as it is interesting to the caus^Hi&pKmam^- 
that l^iey should cease to be, as they now are, the notorioii^ hatnts of dealers in *> 
slavest ^ ' * • 

Tlie foregoing statements show, that P<nrtugal has throughout endeavoured to ' 
barter, for pecuniary and olkfittt considerations, 'ber co-operation 4n 8upprehin||. her ^, 4 
Slave Trade ; that she absolutely sold the imme^ate suppression of it to the 
of 4be Lme, together w^ a positive engagement to determine by Treaty 
for its entire and finaPab^iition every where dse, for the sum of 300,< 




da Bandeira, Can it be f^rlf aasertedtthat 4he sums given by £f|huMi ^ aft 
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amouArto 600,(JD0A ?-v^at the only «um given was the 400>000i, residue of the 

.. debt of 9fOfiOOf. ? — that this sum was compensation for *a partial, and not for a 

final 4H|K>Iitioil^ and included also a consideration for the cession of Guayana; and 

.that Portugal never sold her co-operation for the future entire abolition of the 

Slave Trade? 

Her Majesty's Government are content to leave to the judgment of the Portu- 
guese nation the attempt, made in M. de Sa da Bandeira's note, to depreciate the 
ancient alliance between the Crowns of Great Biitain and Porttrgal, and -to dis- 
parage ihd sacrifices made by Great Biilain in did of Portugal, during the 
struggles of Hgortugal against France. 

Her Majesty's Uovernment are content to let it rest with history, to record the 
succours anft protection of all kinds afforded by Great Britain to Portugal, from 
1807 down to the end of the war; the preservation of the Portuguese colonies; 
the rescue of the royal-femily, and their removal to Brazil ; and the liberation of 
Portugal itself from invaders, whdm the Portuguese, unaided, would never have 
been aWe t^ expel. That England had a great and direct interest in accom- 
plishing these reside, no rational man would pretend to deny ; for if such au 
< interest had not edMM, the Briftsh nation would never have consented to spend for 
^ese purposes the large sums, which the British forces, naval and military, em- 
ployed in aid of Portugal^ have cost, in addition to the sum of nine millions sterling,, 
contnbuted by Great Britain, in the shape of subsidy, to cover the expenses of 
Portugal itself. > • • 

But history will also record, that the British nation, in its dealing with Portu- 
^, did not confine itself to the cold calculations of policy, and that it did not limit 
Its pecuniary sacrifices to the amount reouisite for a successful termination of the 
war, and.for accomplishing the political oojects, which were to be attained by ex- 

gillinff the Ihen enemies of Great Britain from the territory of Portugal. The 
ritish nation, 4ly its conduct at that time, nobly disproved the imputation, which of 
late has been sedulously cast upon it by a certain party in Portugal, that the desire of 
England to maintain her connection with Portugal is founded upon sordid and selfish 
motives; for such were the generous and disinterested feelings of sympathy, 
excited in England by the calamities brought upon the Portuguese nation by the 
invasion of the French, that not only did the British Parliament vote a large grant 
to be applied to the relief of the sufferers in Portugal, but the British natioif* also 
raised by private subscription upwards <rf 100,00()/. for the same benevolent 
purpose ; and ^e thanks of Portugal, for the bountiful aid thus afforded to her 
suffering population by England, were loudly, unanimously* and honourably pro- 
^ claimed; and the heartfelt gratitude at that time expressed, affords a striking 
contrast with the calumnious aspersions against England, which it ha^k)# late 
svjted the political purposes of a small party in^Portugaf so industriously to dis- 
seminate. And tore the British Government must take leave to quote the con- 
cluding ;dfetssage of the Report, made by the Committee which was appointed to dis* 
tribute the grant, and which consisted of two British subjects and two very dis- 
tinguished Portuguese. The Committee end*their Report by the following 
passage: — "The teelings wittt which this gift has been received, the proofs of 
gratkude displayed by solemn acts of thanksgiving, and by the warmest ej^pres- 
^ sions of individual acknowledgment, show that Great Britain has not relieved an 
ungrate/til people, hut that her generosity has drawn still closer the indissoluble* 
ties which unite the two nations." *• 

tr. How far this Committee #fts borne out in the opinion expressed by the words 
which tee underlined^, many circumstances which have happened within the last 
three years might well entitle Hec Majesty's Government 1o doubt. But the 
British Government knows how to distinguish between the virulence of individuitls 
and the feelings of a while people ; hnd will not impute to the Portuguese nation 
at large any participation in the language and conduct of a few men, whom 
accidental circumstances have for the moment invested mAh influence or power. 

Tb«ie tdpics, indied, are foreign to the subject of 4Jh€P't>resent discussion ; but it 
wairthe note of the Viscount de Si which led Ihe way into this extraneotis field. 

M. it Sa da Bandeira, however, returning to his subject, refers to the decrees 
of the loth of December, 1836, and of the l6th of January, 1837, as evidence of 
the^inte^lfon of Portugal to suppress, the -ISltfre Trade throughout the' dominions of 
Portugal. He adverts to parempto^wders-^addressed to the Portuguese autho- 
rities m^Airtherance of that intention. He asserts^ that Portugal ne^er refused to 
conclui^ a tredlj^ibr the complete%bofllion of th%trafflc. He says^ that Portugal 
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only required, with fuH justice, that, besides the gn«0tfoe of the ^jK tgmm 
dominions in Africa, there should he stipulated conditions, similar to ^ke winch •jyj^ . 
Great Britain had agreed to with France and other powers, and ci i ywfa By 4|Pp^ " ' 
lation, that detained vessels should not he adjudicated by Mi^c^d Comraasi^meni ;HSt. 
and he argues from these points, that the delay in concluding the treaty i» not to be'' 
imputed to Portugal; that she has done all she is bound l^ do, and 'ctmi more, 
tmd consequently that Great Britain has no ri^ht to quote the entire aboBtion o^ 
!ft)rtu^ese Slave Trade by law, and tiie complete separatfon of the ibnner tna^, mjk 
Atlantic dominions of Portugal from the Portuguese Crown, as producing a state m ^^ 
" things which >ill justify %eat Britain, xmder the Treaties <rf 181ft and lOT5, in 
taking steps to interfere with Portuguese Slave Trade im^, the Sfiufh rf the 
Equator. . ' 

Such is the Ime of argument adopted'by M. de S& da Bandeira ; and Mb Excel- 
lency sums up his reas(raing against the justice of the steps, which be deprecates on 
the part of Great Britain, by dwelling upoa-the stipulation of the additional articie 
to the Convention of 1817, not yet carried into effect ;— that wheaWif'abofitiom 
shall have taken place in Portugal, the two Governme»ts^«B '^adapt te *^^*w 
state of circumstances the stipulations of that Convention/' ^^ W 

The short answer to this argument is, that the Portuguese 'f^emment r pfuudf 
' to apply to the present state of things, that is to say, to apoly to the prohibited and Jl 
illegal Save Tradeirf Portugal, south of the line, the stipulations of me Cofiventioii 
of 1817, But the Cnddfeigned is further comman(i^d to state, that Her M^esty's 
fjovernment have two grounds of complaint against the Government of Portugal. 

The one is, that Portugal does not fulfil with fidelity the stipulstionff wiieh she 
has already contracted ; and the other is, that she does not costraet ttiese fmther 
stiinlations, which, by Jr^^ty* she has bound herself to adopt. 

The conclusion, which Great Britain draws from hence, is^itjbgt ehe is estified ♦ '"■ 
»nd compelled to have recourse to her own means, in order to iUkm^^lish resuHs 
which she has a right to obtain. .> Jfc 

By the 10th Article of the Treaty of Alliance of 1810, Partugal, *^ falcon- m^ 
vinced of the injustice and impolicy of the Slave Trade,** engaged '^to co-operate 
with Great Britain," in'the cause of himianity and justice, by adopting the most 
efficacious means for bringing about a gradual abolition of the Slave ^IVe|^ 
throughout the whole of her dominicms ; and She bound b^^elf, even then, to pre* in- 
vent it, in any part of Africa, not wiUhin her own dominions, where it had been dis^^. 
continued by other Powers ; and she engaged to assimilate her laws on Slave latoe, 
as much as possiWe to those of Great Britain. 

By the 1st and 4th Articles of t^ Treaty of the 22d of January, 1&15, PortugaiK|, 
promised *'to determine by a separate Treaty, the period at which the Trade ahaH 
< universally cease, and be prohibits, throughout Ae einwe dominions of Pertug^l;*' ^ 
and bound herself, during the interval, not ** to engage, or to permit her flag4a be ^ 
*nsed, in Slave Trade, upon any pretext or in an|;manner whate|er," except in respect 
to her export trade from Africa to the southward of the line, and in respect to her 
import trade, for the supply of her transatlantic possessions/ 

On the otier hand. Great Britain engage^ by the 2d Article of ^ Tireaty of 
22d January 1813, t^, provided Portugal shoujd feitlrfally fulfil ^Vat Ti|gaty, 
^V according to its true intent and meaning,'* fefat Britain woHd not int^nrnpt 
Portuguese vessels resorting for Slave Trade t^the "^ 



. ^ ^ ___ Portuguese territor_._ ., 

sessed or claioied in Africa to the south of the Line, " during such mhher period 
i% as the same may be permitted by the law of Portugal, a»i under the Tre^tips sub- ^f^r ' 

aisting between the two Crowns.'* ^ ^ ^ i 

■^ JNoTfT, in the firet place^. Portugal never ^s ** faithfully fulfillcj^ the Jfc-eaty of 
^ lol 5, according to its true meaning and in^nt ;" but has notoriously, rnwn the | 

hour that Treaty wag signed, down to the present tinje^^teft that Treaty, as fsn- aa ; 

^ Her co-operation is concerned, wholly unexecuted, %nd withont^flfect,'%ith tl|p | 

" ..?, exception always of thafestipulation, by which tiie l^lance offlie W0,000?. was io ^ 
* be remitted; and upon this ground alone, of Bon-executio#by Por!^|gajJ|great I 

Britain may clapn to be released from her engagement, not to intermi^'Po^p^ ^ J 

Slave '[frade to the south of the Line. ^_ ^(F^ ▼ \ 

But, in the second plac^ Portugal's no longer any trans- Atfantic jpossessions, i^ 

and the trade is, therefor^ no longw||>enfl|||ed to her subjects by Trc **^ 
t was^restricted by 4hLe Treat|Mo the su»Pf of thdfe possessions. 1 
PoAmiesfe Decree of thoaflg^f Decei^jjc^ 1S36, render^lt^fee trade 
^ lawful, accordmg to the^ePRUki Q^HBpm^* ^"^^ ^^> thelii^, 
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ktioa bcrik g€ iJW; «i^y|f 
I fidfiUed lil 6XigageBteiw which she toek by tioe Treaty gf 1815, me time is now 

I" urifidv wiieii» ^ conditbns of tlilb yary Treaty, GbreatBritain is rdeased from 

- her t^nperary ebgagemrat, not to ioterrtqlFPortugpiese Slave Trade to die south of 
E &e Line; and as Paiiugal accepted that engagementi with its conditional and 

tMKporaryJimitaitioii, ahe is not entitled to require, that the engagement should 
marviv^ tfa^ enrtence o[ the condition apedfically attached to its duration. 
^ \' The Tmaty of 1815 adaiits the previous existence <^ a right of-pterru]j|^ on 

A die p^ <tf Oreat Brttam, because the Treaty stipulc^s for a suspension of that 
right.^ But it as a suspension^ and not a surrender, which is stipulated for in that 
T^neaty ; it Kb moreoT^r, a smpensmi conditional upon specified things, and depen- 
deal upon <Atinge^'events, which are distinctly mentioned; and it is not a suspen* 
skn w any Asm, or definite period o{ time. But the correktive c<attditions have 
not been performed ; and the contingent events, upon the occurrence of whidi tb^ 
enspettsioa ww to eM, have happened. ^ 

Bnt, ft qidiiiioii to the stipulations of the Treaty of 1815, there were circum* 
stances which took pi»ce, when the ratifications were exchanged, which have a 
^.''«tnmg beaini^ apon^ie present question. 

i The Britiw QtV^iin^nt was determined, that there ^ould be no misunder- 

^ standing between the two Powers, as to what were the express objects of the Treaty 

and of Uie Convention of 1815 ; nor any doubt as^to the determination of the British 

Gkwermnent^ tiiat those objects should be attained. Accordg;igly|the British Minister 

aft tike Portuguese Court was specially ordered, not to exchange the ratifications of 

one of tibom instramen^ without, at the same time, exchanging the ratifications of 

the other : and not to exchange the ratifications of either, unless the Portuguese 

Minister should^ at the time of maldng the upchange, place in the hands oi* the 

^ ^ British Minister m^dedaraftioii, prohibiting rortuguese Atave Trade to the iftHh 

of the Line; attlifl^ British Minister was further ordered to present, at the same 

time, jgleelaration, on the part of Great Britain, string that *'it is the -firm and 

^ determmed iatentioa of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, to use the most 

^' e^feettal means in his power for securing to those parts of tne coast of Africa, in 

wiii<^ tiie Court of Poitegal has, 1^ Treaty, concluded ifit Vienna, on the 22d of 

jMMiary, agreed to prohibit the Slave Trade to its subyts, the full benefit of thai 

a^ement and prohibiticni, and that His Royal High^s will think it His duty, in 

^ consequence of the mutual declaration i)i the Ufo Powers, in the Treaty of the 19th 

^of J^ebraary 1810,a8idof the special engagements of the Treaty of the present 

year, to o^uae to be adopted the 4ame ejffi^umtu meata, to secmre,^e observance of 

i'^Jhat prohibition, which q^e commonly tised by ofi nations to vmcRcat^the breach of 

'prohibitory lmm4^t$%tde in re$trieted forte; ' mA the British Minister was ordered 

^ nafcto exchange the ratific^i^ns, unless t^ Port^igueae Government consented to . 

^ accept thiadedaration* ' 

The British Mtnirter executed these instmctions ; and the declaration was pre*. 

sented to, and accepted by, the Portuguese Plenipotentiaries. 

Now^ as (he Viseouat de Sa contends, that Portugal has executed with good &ith 

the engagements rite has contracted, it becomes necessary for the British Govern* 

« noie^to take a short npdew of the sbtte of Portugueae SImjl Trade, 'nee the eon- 

olugion of the 'Breaties just mentioned, and since the ennange of declarations, 

which accompanied theiratificatiwi of th^ Treaties. 

!&«Hn \%lh, down to the present moment, the trade of Portugal in slavee hag 

continued witibont intecQiptiMi or diminution. It is now more extensive than at 

2^ ABty fonner period, ev^i when unrestricted by Treaty ; and it prevails with great 

intensity at the ¥^ places, yrhett jl was expressly forbidden by the Treaities 6f . 

1810 ^nd 1815. • *^ . 

Hie British GovenuMg^ has incessantly but ineffectually laboured, by the 
skix»ig««k remqiptranees, t^pwaken the PorUiguese Government to a sense of the 



1^ ^. obfig«tion it hS contracted ^epciei^ tins unlaw&l trad^t: . \ 

^Ijithe^frican' yas and Ae A^antjic swann with vessels, bearing the flag of^ / 



^ • .«b J, Mid loaded deep with human victims. -^ 

W InruBST^ 4& vessels, bearing the Pbrtuguese flag, entered the- poll of the ||avana» 

r after having landed slaves in the neighbourhood ; and, in 1838, 44 Portuguese 

^ vessels ittowed in the same course ;^d redlpi^ing up% an average 443 slaves for 

^ eaidi v««, the number (oi sivves lad|n iu Cuba h& these P(^|uguese vessels must 

^ ||^ha^b«»Mka8t4lf|F00. # ^^-^ ^^^ ^. 

* . But^ mni)er of rnitii[riiifflyri(g» 'IJ^'^UMP ^^^^ ^^ ^ trade v 



carry on the traae with 
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Brazil is still greater. At Rio de Janeiro alone 98 slave-vessels under the Portu- 

C5se flag are reported as having entered the port in the year 1837, and as having 
ded, in the province to which that capital belongs, the enormous number of 
41,600 slaves. In the year 1S3S^ 84 Portuguese vessels landed, in the same nro- 
vince, 36,700 slaves. It will be observed, that this calculation does not include 
the number of Portuguese slave-vessels, which resort to other places in Cuba 
besides the Havana, nor to any other provinces in Brazil but that of Rio de 
Janeiro. To these must again be added the number which founder at sea, and 
the number of those Avhich are captured and condemned, which, at Sierra Leone^ 
amounted to 36 in the two years 1837 and 1838. ** 

Even Lisbon itself has occasionally been the port of equipment for such under- 
takings. ^ 

No Portuguese authorities, either at home or abroad, have ever taken any 
effectual steps to punish, or even to interrupt, this trade. 

^he Portuguese Consuls almost efiery where assist it; and the Colonial autho- 
rities universally protect it ; and some of both these classes of officers d^ much 
calumniated, if they do not themselves profit by the continuance of this crime. 

Nor are these things unknown to the Portuguese Government ; for the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain has stated them repeatedly, and in dett^l, with all parti- 
culars of times and places, and names of ships,' and persons, which could be 
necessary to enable the Government of Portugal to enforce its laws, to vindicate 
its faith, and to fulfil its Treaties. But the equipments still continue ; the trade 
goes on unmolested ; the conniving Consuls are unrecalled ; the delinquent 
Governors retain their authority ; and the offending slave-traders remain un- 
punished. 

Inquiry has indeed been promised, but redress has not been afforded. Pro- 
hibitory edicts ^have been published, but they never have been carried into 
effect, 

M. de Sa da Bandeira, indeed, dwells on the Decrees of the 10th of Decmber, 
1836, and of the 16th of January, 1837, which, in words, abolished the%lave 
Trade throughout all the Portuguese dominions ; and he quotes the peremptory 
orders, addressed to the Portuguese Colonial authorities, making them responsible 
for the execution and observance of these Decrees. 

But when M. de Sa da Bandeira quoted those documents, had he in his reSbl- 
lection the Manifesto of the Marquis d'Aracaty, Governor of Mozambique, sus- 
pending those very Decrees throughout the whole of that extensive colony ? and 
did he bear in mind, that these contumacious proceedings have not yet been 
punished by the Government of Lisbon ? 

No national interest can now be pleaded by Portugal for the continuance of this 
trade ; for the trans- Atlantic Colonies, to which she used to carry slaves, in order 
to supply labour for the cultivation of the soil, have separated from the mother 
f ountry ; and the African Colonies, from which slaves are now carried, are depo- 
pulated and impoverished, and kept in a state of barbarism, by the practice. 

It is true, indeed, that the Governor of one of these Colonies alleged, as an 
excuse for suspending the above-mentioned Decrees, that slaves are the only com* 
modity which* this proviqpe now produces for profitable exportation; and that the 
duty, levied upon this kind of exportation, is the only sure revenue which he can 
depend upon, for the payment of tneiialaries of himself and of his subordinate officers ; 
«— a singular assertion, truly, for an officer governing a province, where t^ soil is in- 
exhaustibly fertile, where the climate is suited to the cultivation of all the most pro- 
ductive crops, and where many precious substances, for which there is a great 
demanil in Europe, may be collected in large quantities by moderate labour. 

But the Portuguese Goi^rnment has acknowledged, that the Slave Trade does 
not conduce to the prosperity of the Portuguese Colonies, .but that on the con- 
traiy it is the cause which paralyzes their developments The truth is, t}iat this 
trade enriches a few Governors, some subordinate officers, and"*a number *•£. 
private merchants, at the expense of the ))est interests of the State ; and thus 
it is, that to Ji>enefit a few individuals, some of them, indeed, Portuguese, but 
mayy of them foreign adventurers, Portugal permits her flag to be disgraced', her 
laws to be violated, her good faith to be impeached, and her Treaty e%agements 
to be broken. 

In fact, it is the ^reign madder, far more than ^e native Portuffuesejpirate. 
for w;b{vse advag||ge this cpntinued broach of Treaty is Qomnutted*% the 
Government of rortugal ; i|nd one great qpl jcesultlng from the present state of 
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tilings is this : tLat Portugal, by refusing to fulfil her own engagements, nullifies, 
to a great degree, the engagements contracted by other powers. 

Thus it is, that, although the Treaty concluded by Ureat Britain. with Spain 
has almost entirely put. down Slave Trade under the Spanish flag, yet the Spanish 
Slave-Traders have hoisted the flag of Portugal, and, under its protecting shelter, 
have continued to pursue with impunity their course of crime. 

Thus it is, that the Government of Brazil, when reproached by Great Britain 
with the extent of Slave Trade carried on between Africa and Brazil, declares 
that this trade is conducted by Portuguese protection, against the wishes of the 
Brazilian Government; and calls upon Great Britain to unite witli Brazil, in 
putting a stop to this abuse of the Portuguese flag. 

Whenever Portugal has been urged by Great Britain to co-operate, in devising 
more extensive means of putting down the trade, she has either refused, or has 
endeavoured to drive a bargain, as she did in 1815, and 1817, when she required 
a valuable consideration, to induce her to join " in the promotion of a general 
measuni, having for its object the good of humanity alone." 

In disregard of the 10th Article of the Treaty of 1810, she declines to *' co- 
operate with Her Britannic Majesty, by adopting the most eflBcacious means for 
bringing about a final abolition of the Slave Trade." In disregard of another 
part of that same Treaty, she permits her Slave Trade to continue, in parts of 
Africa, *^ where the Powers and States of Europe which foi-merly traded there 
have discontinued and abandoned it." In violation of the Treaty of January, 
1815, she still " permits her flag to be used for supplying with slaves other places 
than the trans-Atlantic possessions of Portugal." In violation of the 3rd Article of 
the Additional Convention of the 28th July, 1817, she absolutely refuses to " as- 
similate the legislation of Portugal upon Slave Trade with the legislation of Great 
Britain." In violation of the 2nd Article of that Convention, she seeks to prevent 
Great Britain from putting down that Slave Trade which, by that Article, both 
Powers jointly declared to be illicit, namely, the exportation of slaves in Portu- 
guese vessels from ** ports not possessed or claimed by Portugal, in Africa," and 
the importation of slaves in Portuguese vessels into ** ports not in the dominions of 
Her Most Faithful Majesty." In violation of the separate Article of the 11th 
September, 1817, she refuses to adapt the provisions of the Convention of the 
28th of July, 1817, to that altered state of circumstances, which exists in conse- 
quence of the law, which has abolished the Slave Trade in all the dominions of 
the Crown of Portugal. 

She has refused to sign a Treaty, which comprises stipulations indispensably 
necessary for carrying these various provisions into effect, although urged to do so 
by Great Britain, during a negotiation protracted for upwards of four years ; but, 
on the contrary, she insists upon stipulations, which would render such a Treaty as 
inefficacious as are her own laws. 

Instead of consenting to give greater power for the detention and for the con- 
demnation of slave-vessels, she endeavours to recede from the limited power, 
which she granted for those purposes 20 years ago ; she tries to narrow the extent 
of the mutual right of search,^ which, by the Treaty of 1817, is without any 
limitation of geographical space, and which may now be exercised in every part 
of the world. She wants to abolish the Mixed Tribunals, established by the 
existing Treaties, and to submit the adjudication of detained slave-ships to Por- 
tuguese tribunals; from whom, in cases of this kind, guilt, the most flagrant and 
the most clearly proved, would be certain to obtain an acquittal. 

She struggles for a power to cancel, at the end of a certain period, such poiiion 
of the Treaty as she may dislike ; that is to say, in other words, she asks for a 
power to revive, at the end of a certain period, the Slave Trade of Portugal, in 
all the original plentitude of its iniquity. 

She demands a guarantee of her African possessions, against the dangers to 
which they will be exposed from a measure, which the Portuguese Government 
itself acknowledges to be an indispensable foundation for the welfiire and prosperity 
of those colonies ; and she asserts, that " propriety and decorum require these 
conditions," so utterly repugnant to good faith,|^ to national interest, and to 
national honour. 

The stipulations, which Great Britain has urged on the acceptance of Portugal, 
are represented by M. de Sa da Bandeira, as sacrifices which Portugal is called 
upon to make to England, without any corresponding concessidfi from England to 
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Portugal. But Great Britain has adked nothing from Portugal, which she haft 
not herself been ready reciprocally to grant. 

No power is niore jealous than Great Britain of interfereiwe witii its flag on 
the high sea ; but Great Britain conceded to Portugal the power of interfering 
with that flag, by the same stipulation which gave to Great Britain the power to 
interfere with the flag of Portugal. 

No nation is more averse than the British to submit the rights of any of its 
members to a foreign jurisdiction ; and yet the British nation willingly yielded to 
a mixed British and Foreign tribunal, the adjudication of Briti^' property, whidi 
might be accused of being concerned in this trade, stipulating only for a similar 
concession on the part of Portugal in return. 

Her Majesty's Government, in calling upon Portugal to fulfil tlie engagement 
she has taken, to assimilate as much as pos^Me the laWs of Portugal, on Slave 
Trade, to those of Great Britain, does not ask, as M. de S&da Bandeira represents, 
that the Portuguese Government should attach to Slave Trade the punishment of 
death. M. de Sa da Bandeira states, that the Undemgned '^propoeed^ in his 
second project of the Article," that the ofience should be made capitid. HSs 
Excellency has misunderstood that pK)ject : but the words of that project are^ cleffir 
and explicit : They are as follows : — " Slave Trade shall be dedared to be piracy, 
and those guilty ot it subjected to the heaviest secondary punishment :*' and tfciW 
expression occurs in each of the two projects, proposed by the Undemgned in his^ 
note of the 20th May, 18^. 

The law of England no longer attaches the punishment of deaeth to that 
description of piracy whi«h consists in Slave Trade; and aU that Het Majesty V 
Government desire is, that the law of Portugal on this nmtter should be male tl»^ 
same as that of England. 

The Undersign^ having thus, by order of his Government^ gone through thfe 
various topics adverted to in the note of Viscount de S&, has <mly in eonclusion to 
express the regret of the British Government, that the final determination 
adopted by Portugal should have compelled Great Britain to enter into this long 
and painful reply ; and to say, how deeply concerned the British Government is, i^ 
finding itself placed under the imperious necessity of resorting to those- measures, 
'^hich, in the course of this negotiation, the Portuguese Government ha» more 
than once been informed, would be the unavoidable consequence of its refiisal to 
accept the Treaty. 

Her Majesty's Government sincerely regrets the position, in which this state of' 
things must place the relations between the two countries; for Her Majerty's 
Goveniment is fully sensible of the value of that alliance betv^een Portugal and 
Great Britain, which has subsisted for two centuries, and which has been founded 
upon the mutual interests of both countries. 

But however great must be the regret, which the present tifln of tWs aStir 
would, at all events, have occasioned to Her Majesty's Government, that regret 
cannot fail to be increased, l^y a consideration of the time at vrhieh, and of the- 
circumstances under which, it has now taken place. 

For the British Government, at least, cannot forget, that Portugal has, within 
the last few years, been rescued, by British assistance, from the desrpiiotic rule of a 
tyrannical usurper ; and that without the aid of British auxiliaries, and without the 
protection of the British Government, she might not now have been in the xtmnolested 
enjoyment of constitutional liberty. It cannot indeed but appeafr an unaccountable 
• circumstance, that, within a few short years after the time, when the Sovereign of 
Portugal was mainly indebted to Great Britain, for her re^establishment upon her 
paternal throne, the ministers of that Sovereign should deliberately break the 
engagements, contracted towards Great Britain by the predecessor of flieir Royal 
Mistress ; nor can it be deemed less anomalous and strange, that the Fortugxrese 
nation, while still freshly enjoying the freedom, which it has so recently acquired,, 
should persist in continuing to consign to slavery the une^flfen^ng' population of 
Africa. 

Tfee undteraigBed, fte. 
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Paper referred to in the preceding Note. 
Viscmmt Palmerston to the Baron de Moncorvo. 

T^E undersigned, &c., has received His Majesty's commands, to bring under 
the consideration of the Portuguese Government, through the Baron de Moncorvo, 
&c., a matter, which not only His Majesty's Government, but the British nation, 
have long had most earnestly at heart ; and with respect to which, His Majesty's 
Government think they are entitled to claim the co-operation of Portugal, and 
cannot permit themselves to doubt that such co-operation will be obtained. 

The subject to which the Undersigned is desirous of drawing the attention of the 
Government of Portugal, is the trade in slaves— a trade which has long been 
denounced as criminal by all the nations of Europe, but which, to the disgrace of 
dhristendom, still continues to be carried on to a lamentable extent. 

England and Portugal are among the Powers, which were the earliest to declare 
their determination to put an end to this traffic ; but very different have been the 
degrees to which they have respectively followed out, by their acts, the principles 
which they have both professed. 

In England this matter has long excited a deep and general interest ; and as 
early as the year 1806, the two Houses of Parliament addressed the King, 
"beseeching His Majesty to take such measures, as in his wisdom he should judge 
proper, for establishing, by negotiatingwith Foreign Powers, a concert or agree- 
ment for abolishing the African Slave Trade." 

Tlie Crown, in accordance with this address^ entered at once into communication 
with the several Foreign Powers, with whom Great Britain was then in alliance ; 
and Portugal, the most ancient and intimate ally of England, was the first of the 
European States with which negotiations were opened. 

The Undersigned begs to direct the attention of M. Moncorvo to the points and 
progress of these negotiations. 

In April, 1807, Great Britain made the first overture to Portugal on this 
subject ; and urged her ally, on the broad ground of humanity and justice, to 
determine to abandon the traffic. 

His Majesty's Envoy at Lisbon was instructed to remind the Portuguese 
Ministers, that " by a concurrence of the majority of the principal maritime nations 
of Europe, this disgraceful traffic had been prohibited." He was desired to 
'* represent to them the general benefit, which would result from the accession of 
the Government of Portugal to the fullest extent of the measures, which the British 
Legislature bad finally determined to adopt *' on the question ; and in case the 
Sovereign of Portugal " should persist in allowing his subjects to prosecute the 
traffic," he was to declare, that *• His Majesty had an undoubted right to require, 
that their commercial operations should be confined to their usual haunts, and 
should not be extended to the tracts of coast, which His Majesty had determined 
to abandon, and to leave to the undisturbed possession of its native inhabitants." 

The Portuguese Minister stated in reply, that " no hesitation would be made 
by Portugal to give an assurance, in any mode that might be deemed expedient, 
that Portuguese traders should forbear from those tracts of the coast, where the 
trade had been abandoned by Great Britain," but that it was " utterly imprac- 
ticable," at that time, for Portugal to go the length of " abolishing the traffic." 

In the following year, 1808, this overture was followed up. Great Britain 
declared the abolition of the trade to be a necessary link in the ties of friendship, 
which had so long subsisted between the two Crowns, and which had been 
cemented by the blood and treasure of Great Britain, spent in the defence of 
Portugal. 

In April, 1808, the British Minister intimated to the Portuguese Court, that 
*' in any Treaty which should contain the final arrangement of the relations 
. between the two countries, he should be instructed to propose an Article, having 
for its object the gradual disuse, and ultimate, and not distant, abolition of the 
trade ;" and he added^ that Great Britain ^* expected, that so long as that trade 
should be continued by the Portuguese, they should at least abstain from furnishing 
slaves to other nations." The British Minister stated, in another communication 
at that period, that Great Britain was especially anxious, that "the Portuguese 
Government, if in other places the trade should still continue, would at once 
abandon the traffic in slaves at Bassio, situate in the midst of a territory, in which 
"di^ Slave Trade was theii nearly disused, and where its continuance interrupted 
ibt ebdeavdui* fb blTord te that coast protection and repose/* 

M2 
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In 1809, the negotiation came to a definite result. A Treaty of Alliance was 
signed between Great Britain and Portugal; and in one Article of that Treaty, the 
principle of abolition '* was recognised in its full extent/* This Treaty, indeed^ 
was not ratified by Great Britain, as it contained two stipulations " directly con- 
trary — tlie one to the fundamental municipal law, and the other to the maritime 
policy, of Great Britain." But in the following year, 1810, another Treaty 
between the two Powers was concluded and ratified, the tenth Article of which 
declared, that *' the Prince Regent of Portugal, being fully convinced of the im- 
policy and injustice of the Slave Trade, has resolved to co-operate with His 
Britannic Majesty in the cause of humanity and justice, by adopting the most 
efiicacious means for bringing about a gradual abolition of the Slave Trade, 
throughout the whole of his dominions ; and, actuated by this principle, engages, 
that his subjects shall not be permitted to carry on the Slave Trade, on any part of 
the Coast of Africa, not actually belonging to His Royal Highness's dominions, in 
which that trade has been discontinued and abandoned by the Powers and States 
of Europe,* which formerly traded there ;'* reserving, however, to his own subjects 
the right of trading in slaves *' within the African dominions of the Crown of 
Portugal," and especially at ** Molembo and Cabindu, and in those parts" of the 
Costa da I\Iina ** belonging to or claimed'' by that Crown. 

The important events, which agitated Europe dm-ing the following three years, 
from 1811 to 1814, interrupted the eiforts of the British Government for the final 
abolition of the Slave Trade ; but the fortune of war placed a great portion of the 
western coast of Africa under the immediate control of Great Britain ; and, for a 
time, the Slave Trade in those quarters was practically annihilated. 

Upon the re-establishment of peace in Europe, in 1814, the Slave Trade revived; 
and the Parliament of Great Britain, always on the watch on this subject, and sti- 
mulated by the declared sentiments of the people, again " implored His Majesty, 
that the most strenuous exertions might be made at the Congress, about to be held 
at Vienna, to obtain from the assembled Powers a general and solemn engage- 
ment, under the most binding and effectual sanctions, that this traffic, the foul and 
formidable enemy of the happiness and civilization of Africa, should, at a definite 
and fixed period, certainly not more distant than five years, be abolished, utterly and 
for ever." 

Negotiations for the accomplishment of this object were, in consequence, set on 
foot at the Congress of Vienna. 

At this period, the Government of Great Britain endeavoured, by a large and 
pecuniary sacrifice, to reconcile with the particular interests of Portugal, the 
humane purpose which Great Britain had in view ; and a separate Treaty, framed 
with that intent, was concluded with Portugal, for the immediate limitation of the 
trade. 

At the same time, the proposition for fixing a definite period for the entire and 
final abolition was discussed in Congress at Vienna. But, while other European 
Powers agreed, on that occasion, to abandon the Slave Trade within the time that 
was proposed, the Portuguese Minister was instructed to attempt to prolong the 
duration of this inhuman traffic ; and on the 20th January, 1815, he objected, on 
the part of his Sovereign, to the term of five years, as not being sufficiently long ; 
adding however, that His Royal Highness, acting on the Treaty of 1810, " would 
not refuse to adopt the term of eight years for the final cessation of the trade;" but 
he qualified even this admission by a declaration, that " the ulterior measures to be 
taken on this subject, must depend upon the issue of commercial discussions between 
Great Britain and Portugal." 

On the day subsequent to that on which this declaration was made, the Portu- 
guese Minister concluded his separate negotiation with the British Plenipotentiary, 
by signing the Convention of the 21st January, 1815 ; and on the following day, 
the two Ministers also signed a further Treaty on the subject of the Slave Trade. 

Under the ** Convention," Great Britain, in " consideration of the * Regulations' 
to be adopted in the Treaty," consented to pay the sum of three hundred thousand 
pounds to Portugal : and under the " Treaty," Great Britain ** in consideration of 
the stipulations thereof," further consented to remit all further repayments on a 
loan of six hundred thousand pounds, which had been made in London, in 1809, for 
the service of Portugal. 

The " Stipulations" and '' Regulations" of th^ Treaty were, that " Portugal 
should determine, by a separate Treaty, .t|ie period at which the Portuguese trade 
in slaves shisill universally cease and be prohibited, throughout the eja^re Dominioos 
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of Portugal ;" that, " until such general and final abolition/* she would ni^e it 
unlawfttl" for her subjects to purchase or trade in slaves upon the Coast of Africa, 
except those parts only to the south of the Line, which are the " actual or claimed," 
Dominions ot Portugal ; and that she would prevent her subjects from engaging in, 
and her flag from being used for, that trade^ except for the purpose of supplying 
the trans- Atlantic Possessions of Portugal/' 

England fulfilled faithfidly her part of the Treaty, by the payment of the sums 
stipulated as the price of the concessions to be made by Portugal But the stipu- 
lation entered into by Portugal immediately to limit the trade, and her engagement 
to fix aftei-wards, by TVeaty, a definite period for its entire cessation, led to na 
result whatever ; although she joined in the Declaration made on the 8th of the 
following month, by the Powers assembled in Congress, expressing their concur- 
rent and earnest ** desire," to obtain '* the universal and definite abolition of the 
Slave Trade" — and proclaiming it to be " a scourge which has long desolated 
Africa, degraded Europe, and afflicted humanity." 

Two years afterwards, on the 9th of July, 1817, the British Parliament, moved 
by information received from various quarters, presented an Address to His 
Majesty, stating '^the crime of Slave Trade is carried on with fresh and continually 
increasing activity ; and the stipulations to put limits to this evil — stipulations puri- 
chased by this country at the price of large sacrifices — are constantly and almost 
openly disregarded:" the address concluded by an earnest entreaty to the Sovereign 
of this Country, ** to leave no efibrt untried, to bring the present evil to a speedy 
and immediate termination." 

Experience had demonstrated, that the only effectual means X)f putting down the 
crime were to be found in arrangements under that general concert, which had 
been suggested in the Address of Parliament in 1806. 

Portugal at length, by an additional Convention with Great Britain, signed on 
the 28th July, 1817, consented, in a limited degree, to the agreement proposed to 
her. 

By that Convention, Portugal specified the limits, within which the Slave Trade 
of her subjects should, under the previous Treaty, be considered as lawful. 

Those limits, which had previously been described as the " actual" or ** claimed" 
Dominions of Portugal, Avere, by this Convention of 1817, specified to be those 
parts in south latitudes, which lie between the 5th and the 18th degree on the wes- 
tern, and between Cape Delgado and Lorenzo Marquez on the eastern coast of 
Africa. 

Portugal, furthermore, by this Convention, granted to British cruizers a right 
of search ; and gave to a Commission, composed of British and Portuguese sub- 
jects, a power to condemn vessels, found actually laden with slaves to the north of 
the Equator. She reserved to herself the task of preventing the Slave Trade in 
those parts south of the Equator, in which it was no longer lawful ; and His Most 
Faithful Majesty specially engaged to promulgate, within two months, in the capital, 
and as soon as possible in the other parts of his Dominions, '* a law, which should 
prescribe the punishment of any Portuguese subjects, who might in future partici- 
pate in an illicit traffic in slaves." 

The law promulgated in Portugal on the 26th of January, 1818, in pursuance of 
this stipulation, denounced punishment on those Portuguesese subjects only, who 
traded in slaves to the north of the Equator, and omitted any mention whatever of 
those other illegal traders, the punishment of whom Portugal had specially reserved 
to herself; and as far as the British Government is aware, no penalty has, up to 
the present moment, ever been extended to Portuguese subjects, slave-trading south 
of the line, or elsewhere beyond the limits permitted by the Convention of 1817. 

By a separate Ai-ticle, signed 11th September, 1817, the two High Contracting 
Parties agreed, " as soon as the total abolition of the Slave Trade for the subjects 
of Portugal shall have taken place, to adapt to that state of circumstances the sti7 
pulations of the additional Convention of the 28th July, 1817, and that, in default 
of such alterations, that additional Convention shall remain in force, until the ex- 
piration of fifteen years from the date of the abolition by the Portuguese Govern*- 
ment." 

In the Congress, assembled at Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1818, the Portuguese Pleni- 
potentiaries were again urged to fix the time, when the Slave Trade should be 
abolished by Portugal; but the Portuguese Plenipotentiaries required, as an indis- 
pensable condition of the final abolition," that His Britannic Majesty should make 
fiuch a change in the system of commercial intercourse between Great Brftain and 
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lE^trtugal^ as, a^ording to the declaration of tiie British Mtnister^ amomrtied to 
"-sacrifires on1;hepart of a single Power, which one State could not expect of 
another, as an indispensable condition of a general measure having for its object 
the good of humanity alone." 

The principal Powers of Europe, whose representatives were assembled in 'd»t 
Congress, concurring in the opinion thus expressed on the part of Great Britain, 
addi'essed simultaneously, and in concert, a letter to the Sovereign of Portugal, 
beseeching him to fix a time when ^' Portugal would ensure the triumph of the 
Declaration of the 8th of February, 1815, by means of an Act, decreeing the abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade in all parts and for ever." 

This endeavour was unavailing. The King of Portugal declined to accede to 
the wishes of the Sovereigns, alleging that, by such a step, he should revolt the 
opinions of the proprietors in the colonies, and inflame the minds of the slaves 
themselves/' 

The British Parliament, steadily bent upon abolition, again addressed the Kii^ 
on the 7th of July, 1819. They observed, that " one Power alone, (meaning Por- 
tugal) " has hitherto forborne to specify the period, at which the traffic shall be 
absolutely abandoned/' and they urged His Majesty to ** renew his endeavours for 
the attainment of that object." 

In the next year the British Government made another eflfort, by otkdng to revise 
^n Article in the Treaty of 1810 favourable to Great Britain, provided PoitagHl 
would fulfil the expectations she had held out in 1815, that her trade in skves should 
be abolished in 1823. 

The sacrifice, thus offered by Great Britain, was declared by Portugal to be in- 
sufficient ; and all that could be obtained from her was a general and vague assur- 
ance, " that His Most Faithful Majesty would always adhere faithfully to Hie 
engagements he had contracted, and to the principles he had professed, mi this 
head." 

But th^se professions produced no practical results ; and the Slave Trade of 
Portugal flourished as much as ever, and was aided by the connivance and 
encouragement of the officers of tlie Government. 

In the year 1819, evidence was obtained, tending to prove tiiata Portuguese 
vessel, the " Nova Feliddade^'' detained for slave-trading, had been equipped by 
tibe Portuguese Governor of Princes Island. 

Representations were repeatedly made by Great Britain against these and other 
similar infractions of the Treaties; but the delinquents went unpunished, and the 
illegal trade went on. 

In September, 1820, in order to check the evil, a stipulation was proposed to 
Portugal, by which a slave- vessel might be condemned, without having any slav^ 
on board at the time of detention, if any slaves had been on board of her, during 
the voyage, in the course of which she was detained. 

This stipulation was not agreed to. 

In 1821, His Majesty's Envoy to the Court of His Most Faithful Majesty was 
instructed to make a fresh effort, to obtain a general prohibition of the Slave Trade, 
throughout the dominions of Portugal ; represented as being the *^only one of the 
Powers who were assembled at Vienna, which still upheld and l^alized this 
inhuman traffic/' 

This effort was ineffectual. 

In the year 1822, the Commissioners at Siexra Leone reported facts, established 
fey evidence, proving, as they observed, " that the trade was carried on, by means of 
combined arrangements and co-operating parties, at the Cape de Verd Islands, 
Bissao, and Cacheo, including persons holding the highest stations, and prindpaHy 
charged with the maintenanoe of the laws of their country, and the treaties of their 
Sovereign* at each of those places/' 

Amongst the persons specially implicated in these transactions, were the Gt>- 
¥emors of the Cape -de Verd Islands, of Bissao, and of Cacheo. 

Soon afterwards Brazil declared her separation from Portugal ; and in the lastt^ 
e&d of 1822 the Bi itkh Envoy at Lisbon reminded the Portuguese GoveranM«t» 
that Great Britain had a right, under Treaty, to require from rortugal the atea*- 
donmeiA of the Slave Trade ; whenever she should no longer have any traiiMthuitic 
^minietts for whidi to <»ntinne it; and tbe British Bnniy fbrmalty deokt^^te 
iwdiu tien of His M^esty's Oovernment, *' to eicercide the ri^its trltic^ 
mtx^t to it voder ^ Ti««ty, from the chaaige im &e reiadMslMftiWMi \ 
mA HkmAr 
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The Portuguese Minister replied, that this declaration was at any rate pre- 
nature ; and' be still expressed and defended a wish that, even in the contemplated 
contingency of a separation of Brazil from the mother-country, the Slave Trade 
might be continued by Portugal, as a lucrative branch of commerce. 

An oflScer of high character in His Majesty's navy, who at that time visited the 
islands of St. Thomas and Princes, stated in an official Repoi-t, that *^ in both those 
islands, every person, without exception, from Ferara Gomez, the Governor, to the 
lowest free bmck, was engaged in Slave-Trade adventures, in some way or other.*' 

In Mardi, 1823, Portugal so far relaxed from her adherence to the Slave 
Trade as to agree to the stipulation, by which a slave-vessel might be condemned 
OB account of her having had slaves on board, during the voyage in the course of 
which she waa eiqptured. 

It was then becoming more and more probable, that Brazil would obtain from 
the motber-coimtiy a reco^ition of her independence ; and Count Palmella, early 
in the following year, declared to Sir E. Thornton his disposition to consent at 
once to the total aholition of the Slave Trade, adding that ^' Portugal could have 
no interest iu it^. in case of the independence of Brazil." 

A formal representation was immediately made by Great Britain to Portugal, 
expressing the ^^gratification of His Majesty" at these sentiments, and stating the 
pei^iKSs of the British Government, to enter immediately into negotiation for the 
abdition of the trade by Pcntugal, who now stood " single among civilized nations*' 
in the maintenance of the commerce. 

The Portugese Minister observed in answer, 1 1th September, 1824, that, *'tiie 
dispositions of his Government, which he had already niade known, in respect to 
the absimct meatfure of the abditmn, had not vaded ; but that a4: the moment, and 
in the aetaal disturbed rtate of Brasil, the abolition of the traffic would be ill* 
tkned ;." and he gave a verbal explanation of that last expreaaion, by saying, that 
the abolition on me part of Portugal would be " a virtual acknowledgment of the 
independence of Brazil/' 

The independence of Brazil having at last been acknowledged by Portugal, His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Lisbon was instructed, in September, 1826, "to obtain 
from the new Minister for Foreign Affiairs a written pledge for the concurrence 
of his Government, in a stipulation for the final and total abolition of the Portu-> 
guese Slave Trade." 

The Portuguese Minister, Don F. D' Almeida, in reply to this appeal, declared, 
October 2nd, 1826, in a note to Sir William A'Court, '' that the Portuguese 
Government acknowledged, that the moment was come to put an end to the in* 
human traffic in slaves, and that, consequently, it would have no objection ta insert 
in the treaty," then in contemplation between Great Britain and Portugal, an 
••Article, by which His Most Faithful Majesty should bind himself, not only to the 
total abolition of the Slave Trade in the dominions of Portugal, but also to co- 
operate with His Brit^mnie Majesty for the total extinction of so barbarous a traffic 
in the countries where it unfortunately exists. 

In furtherance of this declaration, the Portuguese Minister, at the close of the 
Session, in December of that year, laid before the Portuguese Chambers the 
project of a law " for the abolition of the infamous Slave Trade." 

The Bi-itish Government, did not learn, thsA the kw so proposed ever made any 
progress in the Portuguese Chambers. 

A consideration of the internal difficulties in which Portugal became involved, 
withheld His Majesty from pressing, for some years after that time, the conclusion 
of the promised compact. But the declarations of the authorities of Portugal 
against the trade, checked for a time the progress of the evii 

Accounts, however, reached His Majesty's Government, that the Cape de Verd 
Islands still continued to afford shelter to the illegal traffic in daves; and that the 
authorities in those islands encouraged it by granting passports, by means df which 
large quantities of slaves were annually imported into those islands from Bissao, 
Caeheo, and other places 

The pretence, underwhieh these importationa took place, wasi, sometimes that tiie 
slaves were domestic servants, and at other tames that they were to be employed in 
a fishery. 

These aecotints wesre transmitted to the Ooverameiit of PcMrtugal ; poBiiseft were 
made, that the offenders should be punished, and the practice be prevented ; and the 
Partugnese Slave Trade fell off during the tn^ cm three £^lewing. jearsi. 

But stifteaaeiits, received m 1881, showed, that the P€rtu|;iieae Mttknestr ef 
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Cacheo " continued a notorious slave-mart, and afforded large supplies of slaves, to 
undiminished numbers of slave-vessels.*' In the case of the " Rosa,^* six bills of 
lading of slaves, signed by one resident at that place, were brought at one time to 
the notice of the Commissioners at Sierra Leone. The " Nympha,^* slave-trader, 
came out regularly armed, and, giving battle to the cruizers, actually attempted to 
take them. The ** Hebe,'' slave-vessej, started for the trade from the very capital 
of Portugal. 

Her Majesty's Government, through the British Agent at Lisbon, communicated 
these facts to the existing Government of Portugal, reminded them of the engage- 
ments of their country, and called upon them to issue a Declaration, " announcing 
the final and total abolition of the trade, and their determination to suppress it, 
according to the terms of the additional Article to the Treaty of 1817." 

No answer whatever was given to this representation, although the Government 
of Portugal was more than once pressed upon the subject, by His Majesty's Agent 
at Lisbon. 

In December of 1832, Great Britain urged Portugal, as well as all the other 
Powers, who by treaty have stipulated for the condemnation of slave-vessels, to 
agree to the breaking-up of vessels so condemned. 

The Portuguese Government replied, that it would abide by the decision, to be 
taken on this subject by other nations similarly situated ; and that it would ascer- 
tain the determination of those Governments, and give, in common with them, a 
decisive answer. 

Other Governments have agreed to the stipulation ; but the decisive answer, 
promised by Portugal, has not yet been received. 

In 1834, His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone, in transmitting their 
Account of the cases of Slave Trade, which had recently been brought before them, 
observed, that " the traffic in slaves under the Portuguese flag appears now to be 
carried on, to as great an extent as it was before Brazil ceased to belong to Por- 
tugal ;" that " thirty Portuguese vessels were a short time past engaged in slaving, 
in the Bights of Benin and Biafra, and in the rivers emptying themselves therein;" 
that "the destination of these vessels would be to Cuba;" and that "to the flag of 
Portugal has thus been transferred the carrying of slaves, which had been so suc- 
cessful under that of other powers." 

The conclusion, thus drawn by the Commissioners, was supported by facts stated 
from other quarters. 

His Majesty's Government then felt it to be its imperious duty, to press the 
Government of Portugal to fulfil the promise, made in 1826, by agreeing topositive 
stipulations with this country, for the entire suppression of the Slave Trade of 
Portugal. 

A draft of a treaty for the total extinction of Portuguese Slave Trade was sent 
out in September, 1834, to His Majesty's Envoy at Lisbon, who was instructed to 
state to the Portuguese Minister, that Pis Majesty's Government " could not doubt 
that the Government of Portugal would be eager to redeem its various pledges, by 
the conclusion of such a Treaty." 

For nine months, the Treaty remained unnoticed in the hands of the Govern- 
ment of Portugal ; and His Majesty's Envoy was never able, during that period, to 
induce the Portuguese Minister to enter upon the consideration of the proposed 
measure. 

The Commons House of Parliament in May, 1835, addressed the King, praying 
His Majesty to press upon his allies those stipulations, which were essential to the 
suppression of the trade ; and they specially called His Majesty's attention to the 
"conduct pursued by the Government of Portugal, which was bound, not only by 
the most solemn treaties, but by the receipt of large sums of money, and by the 
remission of debts due to this country, totally to abmish this nefarious traffic;" and 
they " besought His Majesty to revise those treaties, in order to make one solemn 
league or treaty," wherein should be contained stipulations for the condemnation 
of vessels equipped for Slave Trade, for an extension of the right of search, for the 
effectual destruction of every condemned slave-vessel, and for a declaration that 
Slave Trade shall be piracy. 

His Majesty's Envoy at Lisbon was instructed to communicate this address to 
the Portuguese Government, and earnestly to urge the immediate signature of the 
treaty. 

In answer to this communication, the Duke of Palmella, on the 10th of July, 
1835, consented at length ''to enter on the consideration of the new treaty;" 
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•'giving by this means/* as the Duke observed, "its true interpretation to that 
which was stipulated by the Convention of 1817. 

The Duke further declared, on the 23rd of September, 1835, the utmost 
readiness on the part of the Government of the Queen to accede to all proposals 
for the more effectual suppression of the trade ; and the Marquis of Saldanha 
assured His Majesty's Envoy a few days afterwards, that "he was perfectly ready 
to consent to the entire abolition of the trade." 

These declarations were followed by the Circular of the 22nd of October, 1835, 
to air Portuguese functionaries, stating that the Convention of 1817 had declared 
illegal "all traffic carried on by Portuguese subjects on the coast of Africa, with 
exceptions, which have no longer any weight, now that the Brazils have ceased to 
form a portion of the Portuguese monarchy ;" and reminding those functionaries 
that the Slave Trade, now carried on under the Portuguese flag, is but for the supply 
of other powers, and is forbidden by laws, promulgated in Portugal so long ago as 
the year 1761. 

Finally, the Marquis de Loul6, in his note to Lord Howard dc Walden, of 
the 12th of December, 1835, gave the assurance, that **thfe Government of 
Her Most Faithful Majesty will persevere in their efforts to extinguish the 
Slave Trade, wherever they find it.'* 

The Undersigned will now briefly state the degree to which this trade is 
carried on by Portugal, in spite of all die stipulations^ and in the face of all 
the assurances, which he has just recited. 

Not one single restriction, which Portugal has stipulated by Treaty to im- 
pose upon the Slave Trade, has as yet taken effect ; not one of her own lawa 
against the trade has yet been put in force ; not one of the professions of her 
Government has been followed up by acts, giving proof of the sincerity of her 
declaration. 

The trade exists in all its enormity in those very places where, in the year 
1807, Portugal was urged to suppress it, and where, in her earliest compact 
with Great Britain, she agreed to put an end to it ; and it has actually broken 
out in new and additional channels. 

All along the coast of Africa, north as well as south of the line j all along 
the coast of Brazil ; all round the Island of Cuba, wherever a slave is to be 
bought or sold, vessels with the Portuguese flj^ are ready to commit the crime. 
Nor has the capital itself of Portugal been, in the last year, free from these 
undertakinsps. 

It is not for the colonies of Portugal, it is not for any part of the Portuguese 
dominions, that the trade is thus carried on. No national interest can now 
be pleaded as a motive for the perpetration of the offence. 

The ships of Portugal now prowl about the ocean, pandering to tlie crimes 
of other nations; and when her own ships are not sufficiently numerous for 
the purpose, her flag is lent as a shield to protect the misdeeds of foreign 
pirates. 

The Ministers of Brazil, in a formal representation recently made to the 
Portuguese Government, have declared, that the diflSculty now experienced by 
the Brazilians in suppressing the Slave Trade in their own country arises 
mainly frpm the guilty, practices of the Portuguese authorities, in allowing 
Brazilian vessels to hoist the Portuguese flag, in order to cover slave-trading 
adventures. 

At St. Paul de Loanda, the Portuguese vessel '^ Maria da Gloria " was fux- 
nished with a. certificate and manifest from the customs, stating that her cai*go 
consisted of gum-copal, hides, and mats, " and that this was a true and correct 
account " of the cargo of the vessel. The master gave bond to the authorities, 
that *' he would not take away any person whatever from the place, without the 
permission of the Governor.'' Ihe Governor granted to the vessel a ** licence 
to depart without hindrance from the forts ;" and a passport, enjoining all 
allies of** Portugal not to molest her in her voyage.'* 

The vessel thus protected cleared out; and, according to the masters own 
words on deposition, immediately " shipped 433 negroes from the shore at 
Loanda, after the said vessel had cleared the shoals at the mouth of the port.". 

Thirty-two vessels laden with slaves rode at one time at anchor in the bay, 
trusting, in insolent security, to the unmerited respect shown by the British 
cruisers to the flag of Portugal. 

Class B,— Further Series. N 
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The practice of transporting slaves from the African coast to Princes Island 
and to the Cape de Verd Islands^ on various pretexts, has never been relin- 
quished. The vessels used for this purpose are so little adapted for the car- 
goes they receive, the slaves are so crowded in them, and are subjected during 
the passage to such complicated sufferings, that, even if the trade itself were 
k^timate, the way in wnich it is carried on would deserve the severest con- 
demnation. 

The authorities at Princes Island give such ready connivance to this trade, 
that all the Portuguese slave-vessels which, during the last year, have been 
carried into Sierra Leone, were found to have on board papers from those 
authorities, allowing the vessels to trade to the Costa da Mina, the place where 
they had taken in tneir illegal cargoes. 

At Whvdah, the most powerful Portuguese merchants, and among others 
the noted ** De Souza,*' are acknowledged slave-agents, carrying on this trade 
openly and with impunity. 

At Cacheo, slaves are embarked in sight of the local authorities. 

At Bissao, where, even in the earliest stage of the negotiation, Portugal 
agreed to suppress the Slave Trade, the very Governor himself last year loa(&d 
the ^'Felicidad " with African slaves, for the Cuba market. 

The cruelty with which the Trade is carried on has not been lessened in 
these latter days. It has been stated, during the very last year, that "in these 
slave*ships hundreds of negroes are, during long voyages, crammed into spaces 
far too small to contain them without the greatest degree of bodily suffering ; 
that the slave-traders, when chased, are in the habit of throwing overboard 
into the sea those negroes, whose health has broken down under the torture of 
their confinement ; and that, in order to lighten their ship and facilitate their 
escape, they actually drown such of their cargo, as are not likely to be profit- 
able for sale in the market to which they are going.*' 

These assertions are borne out by evidfence, now before the Portuguese Go- 
vernment Yet the persons who commit these enormities remain unpunished, 
and continue in the exercise of authority ; and the Portuguese Government 
itself declares, that the trade so carried on has been prohibited by a law, pro- 
mulgated in Portugal so far back as the year 1761. 

Great Britain cannot any longer be satisfied with the professions, the decla- 
rations, or the unexecuted laws of Portugal on this subject. The result 
proves, that nothing will put the trade down but a power given to search, to 
condemn, and to destroy all vessels which may be found engaged in or 
equipped for Slave Trade, under the Portuguese flag, or for Portuguese ac- 
count, and in any part of the world. 

The Undersigned is willing to believe, that he may understand the recent 
declarations of the Marquis de Loul6, as expressing the determination of the 
Government of Portugal to fulfil its engagements, by concluding this long 
looked-for compact. 

Yet still the negotiation lingers j and every proposition, which has as yet 
been brought forward by Portugal, in the course of these negotiations, even up 
to the present day, has had for its object to weaken the force of stipulations, 
proposed by Great Britain for the extmction of the trade. 

The Undersigned, in closing this long and painful recital, feels that the 
facts which he has enumerated speak so forcibly, as to require no additional 
comments. 

He simply, but earnestly, entreats the attention of the Government of Por- 
tugal to the circumstances he has detailed ; and he implores, in His Majesty's 
name, Her Most Faithful Majesty not to delay to redeem the honour of Por- 
tu^l, by concluding this long-promised Treaty. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion, to renew to the Baron de 
Moncorvo the assurances of his distinguished consideration. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Foreign Office^ April 30, 1836. 
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No. 64. 

iMrd Hmnmrd de fFaiden to f^iseaunt Pabnersion. — (Received Aptil 23.) 

(Extract) lAsbim, 15tt April 1839. 

Yiscount de S& da Bandeira, having proposed to Count Reventlow^ the Charge 
d' Affaires of Denmuk, to open negotiations with hun for a Treaty between t£]s 
country and Denmark, for the abolition of the Slave Trade, as reported in my 
Despatch of the 7th instant, the Count has addressed a note to the Viscount de 
Sa da Bandeira, decdring to know the specific basis on which His Excellency pro- 
poses to treat. 

I enclose a copy of a note from Count Reventlow, in which he communicates to 
me the note he has addressed to the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira on this subject. 



Enclosure in No. 54. 
(Translation.) M. Reventlow to Lord Howard de fValden. 
My Lord, Junqueira, April I5thy 1839. 

I TAKE the liberty to transmit to you herewith the copy of a note, which I 
have thought it right to address to the Viscount de Sk da Bandeira, to ask for some 
explanation as to the overture which he made to me the other day, and the detaib 
of which I had the honour to communicate to you. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) REVENTLOW. 

Ztord Howard de fFalden, 
Sfc. Sfc. 8^c. 



Sub-Enclosure in No. 54. 

M. Reventlow to Viscount de Sd da Bandeira. 
(Trandation.) 

Conformably to the invitation which His Excellency the Viscount de Sk 
da Bandeira, President of the Council of Her Most Faithful Majesty, and her Mi- 
nister for Foreign Affairs^ has made to the Undersigned, Charg^ d' Affaires of His 
Danish Majesty, in the last conference which they had together, the Undersigned 
hastened in the first place to inform his Government of the desire of the Portuguese 
Government to conclude a Convention with the Court of Copenhagen, which should 
regulate the co-operation of the two nations in the final suppression of the Slave 
Trade. 

The Undersigned therefore prays His Excellency to inform him if, in making 
this proposal, he has adopted as the base of the negotiations the principles here- 
after laid down. 

1st. The abolition of the trade for ever ; 

2nd. The reciprocal right of search, without limits as to its duration ; and 

3rd. As extended in its exercise as it is between England and Spain. 

The Undersigned, &c. 

Junqueira, 13th April, 1839. (Signed) REVENTLOW. 

His Excellency the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 55. 
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de fValden. 
My Lord, Foreign Office, April 27th, 1839. 

I TRANSMIT herewith to your Lordship a note, which I have to desire 
that you will present to the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs, in reply to 
the note which was addressed to Mr. Jemingham on the 6lh October, 1838, by 

N2 
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Viscount de S& da Bandeira, and which contained obsenrationa upon die note 
addressed to His Excellency by Mr. Jerningham on the 1st of August precedii^, 
enclosing an amended Project of Treaty between Great Britain ami Portugal, for 
the entire suppression of the trade of Portugal in slaves. 

You will find the enclosed note written out ready for delivery. You will have a 
copy made of it, to be kept in the archives of Her Majesty's Mission in Lisbon; 
and, after signing the enclosed original, with the date filled up, you will transmit 
it without delav to the Portuguese Minister. 

Your Lordship, in acknowledging the receipt of this Despatch, will have the 
goodness to state the date, which you shall have affixed to the note which is enclosed 
in it. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

The Lord Howard de fFaUen, 
8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 

Enclosure in No. 55. 

Draft of Note to be presented by Lord Howard de TVaMen to the Viscount 

de 8d da Bandeira. 

The TJndersigned, &c. has been commanded by his Government to make 
the following observations, upon the note addressed to Mr. Jerningham by the Vis- 
count de Sa da Bandeira, &c. on the 6th of October, 1838^ in reply to the note of 
the 1st August preceding, by which Mr. Jerningham transmitted to Viscount de Si 
an amend^ Draft of Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal upon Slave Trade. 

The Viscount de Sa prefaced his observations on that Draft, by referring to cer- 
tain stipulations, which M. de Sa had inserted in a Draft of the Treaty sent in by 
His Excellency in May, 1 837> and with respect to which he remarked, that as those 
stipulations had been admitted in the Conventions concluded between Great Britain 
and France, ** there existed every reason to hope, that they would not &il to obtain 
the assent of the British Government in a Treaty with Portugal." 

But France and Portugal stand, in respect to Slave Trade, in such different 
positions, that no parallel can be drawn between those countries on that subject. 
For France has entirely ceased to carry on the Slave Trade, while Portugal is the 
great protector of it ; and while cases of Slave Trade may be safely left to the juris- 
diction of French tribunals, it would b^a mere mockery to refer such cases to the 
tribunals of Portugal. 

The Undersigned proceeds to the observation next made by M. de Sli, that the 
Undersigned and himself had already come to an agreement, not only with regard 
to the several stipulations contained in the Draft ot Treaty brought home by the 
Undersigned, but also as to the contents of its three Annexes ; excepting only a 
stipulation required by M. de Sa, which was, to bind Great Britain to guarantee 
the safety of the African possessions of Portugal. 

The Undersigned undoubtedly took home, for the consideration of his Govern- 
ment, that incomplete Draft of Treaty. But he did not agree to it ; nor could he 
have agreed to it, because he was not authorized to do so, and because he could not 
have done so consistently with the tenor of his instructions. 

M. de Sa, in his note, expressed himself as still anxious to obtain a guarantee, 
and founded his main argument for it upon the fact, that although the Slave Trade 
has been abolished by law throughout all the dominions of the Crown of Portugal, 
yet nevertheless slaves still continue to form one of the principal branches of export- 
ation from the Portuguese colonies. 

The British Government have only to remark upon this statement, that it has 
rarely happened, that any country has had cast upon it, by its bitterest enemies, an 
imputation of a deeper dye than that which is thus fixed upon Portugal by this 
admission on the part of its own Government. But the British Grovernment can 
certainly not be expected to admit such a consideration as this to be a reason, for 
agreeing to give the guarantee which has been asked for. 

M. de Sa declared in his note, that the signature of the Treaty was only pre- 
vented by the impossibility of finding time to copy out the Treaty and Annexes, 
before the time fixed for the departure of the Undersigned ; which, as His Excel- 
lency observed, had already been delayed two weeks, in the hope of bringing the 
negotiation to a satisfactory issue. 
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But the Underagned has to refer M. de 8k to His Excellency's private note of 
the 12th May, requesting the Undersigned to concede that delay. 

The reason which Yiseount de Sa assigned in that note for the requested delay, 
was a desire to obtain time, not in order to copy out a Treaty already agreed upcm, 
but in order to endeavour to come to an agreement on the points, respecting which 
differences then existed ; and five such points are stated in that note : — 

1st. The demand on the part of Great Britain, that Slave Trade should be 
declared piracy. 

2nd. The question. What should be the places at which Mixed Commissions 
should sit ? 

3rd. What should be the geographical limits of the right of search ? 

4th. What should be the duration of the Treaty ? And, 

5th. Whether any guarantee should be given by Great Britain for the Portu- 
guese colonies ? 

M. de Sk stated further, in that note of the 12th May, 1838, that in the course 
of a week he hoped to have overcome those difficulties. But, at the end of a fort- 
night, the Undersigned was informed, that the project of Treaty must again be sub- 
mitted to the Council of Ministers ; that the declaration which had been promised 
to the Undersigned on the question of piracy was not prepared ; and that a more 
precise assurance was required, than that which the Undersigned had proposed, on 
the subject of assistance to be given to Portugal, against any of her colonies which 
should resist the execution of the Treaty. 

Then it was that the Undersigned felt, that he should- not be justified in any 
longer delaying his departure. 

M. de Sa, in a note written on the 30th of May, subsequently to the departure 
of the Undersigned from Lisbon, stated that he had assured his Sovereign, that if 
the Undersigned had but remained two or three days longer at Lisbon, the difficul- 
ties which dBstructed the progress of the negotiation would have been got over, 
and the Treaty would have been concluded. But, even in that note. His Excel- 
lency insisted on a guarantee for the Portuguese colonies ; and refused to declare 
Slave Trade piracy. 

It hds now, however, become clear, from subsequent communications, that 
if the Undersigned had delayed his departure even to the present moment, he 
would not have succeeded in obtaining the signature of the Treaty. And 
he is here instructed by Her Majesty's Government, once for all to protest 
against the attempts, so often made in the note of Viscount de Sa, to represent, 
that proposals which were made by Viscount de S&, and which the British 
Government never could have for a moment entertained, ought to be looked 
upon as stipulations, agreed to between the two Governments or their Plenipo«» 
tentiaries. 

M. de Sa, in his note, complained of the differences, which exist between 
that draft of Treaty which was discussed between the Undersigned and the 
Duke of Palmella in 1815, and the several British drafts subsequently sent 
out to the Undersigned, and discussed by him with M. de Sa. 

The first of these differences consists in the omission of the two words ** de 
facto'" in the preamble. These words appear to be unimportant ; and they were 
accordingly omitted in the draft sent out to the Undersigned in March, 1838, 
and communicated to M. de Sa in April, 1838 ; but, at the desire of the Portu- 
guese Minister, they were reinserted in the draft sent out in May following, 
^nd communicated to M. de Sa in the same month. 

The second difference consists in the omission of the following words : — 
** Consent already stipulated by the j*' which words formed a portion of the 
Fourth Article of the draft of Treaty which, as altered by the Duke de Pal- 
mella, and as acceded to by Her Majesty's Government, was proposed to M. 
de Sa by the Undersigned* 

This omission, if it exists, must have been the consequence of an error of 
the copyist. For the words, said to be omitted, are found in the copy, which 
is in the possession of the Undersigned, of that draft of Treatjr, which was sent 
to M. de Sk in April, 1838; they are found in the copy furnished to the Un« 
dersigned, and presented to M. de Sa in May, 1838; and they are found in the 
amended drafl sent out to Mr. Jemingham in July, and transmitted to M. de 
Sa in Au^st, 1838. 

The third difference complained of is, that in the Sixth Article of the Bri- 
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tish drafts, discussed with M. de Sfi, the word ^^ compensatioBi'* is subetttnted 
for ^^indemnification/' On this alteration the Undersigned has only to 
remark, that this preference of one English word for another does not^ as Vis- 
count de Sa supposes, make any difference in the meaning of the stipulation* 

The fourth difference, mentioned by M. de Sa, is the insertion of a provisica 
in the Eighth Article of the amended draft, discussed by the Undersigned 
with M. de Sa, authorising the British Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro to try 
Portuguese vessels detained for Slave Trade, provided that no Portuguese 
Commissioners should be resident at Rio, and provided that the Braziliaa 
Commissioners should refuse to try such vessels* But upon thb it is to be 
observed, that, without some stipulation of this kind, Portugal might practi- 
cally annul the Treaty by not appointing Commissioners ; and the effect of 
this proposed provision is, therefore, not to impose a humiliation upon Por- 
tugal, but to prevent the Portuguese Government from defeating, by indirect 
methods, the stipulations of the Treaty. 

The fifth difference, mentioned by M. de S&, is the restriction, which the 
Ninth Article of the last-mentioned draft puts upon the transport of slaves 
from one Portuguese possession to another. But it is obvious, that thk re- 
striction was absolutely necessary, in order to prevent fraudulent evasions of 
the stipulations of the Treaty. 

The next difference mentioned is, that in the Twelfth Article of the amended 
draft discussed by the Undersigned with Viscount de S&, a clause is omitted, 
by which the Commissioners of the Mixed Courts might pay, out of funda 
proceeding from seizures, a sum for demurrage, for vessels which might be 
detained on account of equipment for Slave Trade, but not be afterwards con- 
demned. 

Thb clause was omitted> because the funds in question would not be pro- 
perly applicable to such a purpose. The Treaty provides, that in the case of 
each vessel seized and condemned, the funds proceeding therefrom shall be 
subject to such expenses only as belong to the case ; and if the clause in question 
were inserted in the Treaty, the result \vouId be, that the proceeds of one vessel 
would be improperly applied, to pay expenses on account of another vessel. 

The seventh and last difference is, that the British drafts do not contain an 
article, which had been prepared by the Duke of Palmella, stipulating for the 
revision of the Treaty at the end of ten years; without which article M. de 
Sa observes, the Treaty would, be perpetual. 

To this the Undersigned has to reply» that it was always meant that the 
proposed Treaty, like all other Treaties for the suppression of the Slave Trade^ 
should be unlimited in duration ; because, as the intention of the Contracting 
Parties must be assumed to be, that the object which the Treaty is to accom- 
plish shall be permanently attained, it follows, as a matter of course, that the 
means by which that object is to be secured ought to be permanent also ; and 
the Undersigned is instructed to remind the Portuguese Government, that io 

1835, the Marquis de Louie, then Minister for Foreign Affairs, expressly gave 
up any limitation as to the duration of the Treaty. 

The British Government conceives, that the preceding observations furnish 
a sufficient answer to the complaints of Viscount de Sa, as to the differences 
which His Excellency has pointed out, between the draft which was discussed 
with the Duke de Pahnella, and the drafts which were subsequently discossed 
with Viscount de Sa. 

The observations of the Viscount de Sk upon those drafts of the Treaty, 
which the Undersigned has discussed with tlie several Ministers of Portugal, 
at different times, up to the period of his departure last year for England, were 
in His Excellency's note followed up by observations upon tliat amended draft 
of Treaty, which was presented in August last by Mr. Jemingham. 

His Excellency stated, that the total abolition of the Slave Trade of Por-» 
tugai must be considered as dating from the Decree of the 10th December, 

1836, and that as the Separate Article of the 11th September, 1817, 
states, that, whenever the Portuguese Slave Trade shall have been finally 
abolished, the two parties shall adapt to the then altered state of things 
the Convention of July, 1817, and that if they should not come to an agree# 
ment on that matter, that Convention shall continue in force for 15 years* after 
the period of the total abolition ; therefore, any modifications which Portu- 
gal might, from and after the 10th December, 1836, admit to be nuule in the 
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strpulations of the CoiiTention of 1817^ must be considered as so many con- 
cessions made to the British Government. 

But this reasoning is founded upon a perverted interpretation of the Separate 
Article, which can only mean, tliat, if» in the case assumed, the two Govern* 
ments should not be able to agree upon a new modelling of the stipulations of 
the Convention of 1817, with reference to that altered state of circumstances, 
which was expected to arise out of a complete and total abolition of the Slave 
Trade of Portugal, then, and in such case, the arrangements, provided for the 
suppression of that trade by the Convention of 1817, should remain in force 
fbr 16 years after the abolition of the Portuguese Slave Trade ; but it would 
imply a manifest contradiction between language and intention to suppose, 
that the meaning of the Separate Article was, that the stipulations of the Con- 
vention of 1817 should continue to be confined to the Portuguese Slave Trade 
north of the Line, when that trade should have become illegal south of the 
Line also. On the contrary, the plain intention of the Contracting Parties to 
that Separate Article must be held to have been, that if, after the total and 
hondfAe abolition of Portuguese Slave Trade, they should not be able to agree 
upon any new system of arrangement, to enforce the continued suppression of 
that trade, the system of mutual search, and of trial by Mixed Commissions, 
established by that Convention, should, at all events, remain in force for the 
period of 15 years. But, upon this point, the Undersigned is instructed to 
observe, that, although the Slave Trade of Portugal became illegal by the law 
of Portugal, on the 10th December, 1836, that trade has not yet in practice 
been either totally or even partially abolished. 

M. de Sa made it a subject of remark that, in the preamble to the amended 
draft of Treaty presented by Mr. Jemingham, the epithets ** barbarous" and 
** piratical** were applied to the Slave Trade. But as he did not state, that he 
considered these epithets as unjustly applied, the British Government does not 
see the force or the drift of that remark. 

M. de Sa also expressed a wish, that in the Treaty a description should be 
given of those other persons, not being negroes, whose transportation from 
Africa, for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, should be deemed by 
the Treatv to be piratical. But in answer to this the Undersigned is instructed to 
request, tnat Viscount deSa would explain what and who those persons are,whose 
transportation from Africa for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, the 
Portuguese Government wishes, by the Treaty, to legalise and sanction. For 
the British Government, is not aware, that there are any persons in Africa, whom 
it would not be a barbarous and piratical act so to carry away, in order to con- 
sign them to slavery. 

His Excellency also complained that, in the preamble of the amended draft 
of the Treaty, a distinction is recorded between the period at which Slave 
Trade was abolished in Portugal, and the period at which it was abolished by 
Great Britain, making thereby a contrast between the promptness of England 
and the tardiness of Portugal in this respect. But the correctness of the dates 
cannot be disputed ; and the recital being merely a record of historical facts. 
Her Majesty's Government cannot see any just ground upon which its inser- 
tion can be objected to. 

Viscount deSk also stated, that Portugal has made earlier and more extraor- 
dinary sacrifices to promote the abolition, than any other Power. 

Her Majesty's Government, upon this point, can only say, that, not being 
aware what those sacrifices are, they regret, that Viscount de Sa should have 
omitted to enumerate them. 

Viscount de S&, referring to that part of Article XL in the amended proiect of 
Treaty which forbids any search of vessels of war, complains that, in the Ar- 
ticle which gives the power to search other vessels, the term *• merchant- 
vessel" is not expressly used. But this omission was made, in order to avoid 
redundancy of expression ; for, as ships of war are specifically excepted from 
liabihty to be searched, it is obvious, that they cannot be included by the gene- 
rality of the term ** vessels;" and therefore it is not necessary to prefix to the 
word ** vessels" the limiting designation of " merchant," for the purpose of 
preventing the general term ''vessels" from including ships of war. But 
liiere is aftirther objection to employing the term "merchant-vessels,'* instead 
of the word ** vessels ;" and that is, that a quibble might be founded thereupon, 
and slave-ships, taken under certain circumstances^ for instance, at a moment 
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when they happened not to have any cargo actually on boards might contend 
that they were not " merchant" vessels. 

His Excellency further went on to contend, that the two Governments ought 
to communicate to each other, every six months, the names and force of the 
ships employed in preventing Slave Trade, and the names of their first and 
second commanders ; but such an interchange of statements would be wholly 
useless. It could only be meant, for the purpose of informing each Govem- 
menty from time to time, what officers were on board, or in actual command, of 
the ships employed in the suppression of Slave Trade. But the first and 
second commanders of these small vessels are continually changing, and the 
two Governments could not become acquainted with those changes^ until many 
months after they had taken place. Thus the information to be interchanged 
by the two Governments, at fixed periods, would be of no value whatever, be- 
cause it would always refer to a period of time many months antecedent, and 
would never be a correct statement of facts existing at the time when the 
communications were reciprocally made ; therefore, tlie draft of the Treaty, 
being prepared so as to comprise only such stipulations as would be usefxil in 
practice, did not contain the provision in question. 

His Excellency complained that, by Article 3 of the amended draft, the 
commander of a convoy, when making a search, is to be accompanied by the 
commander of the cruizer, instead of his making the search .alone, as Viscount 
de Sa would wish to be stipulated. But the arrangement thus objected to is 
taken from the Treaty concluded between Great Britain and Spain, in 1835, 
and is well calculated to prevent any laxity or connivance on the part of the 
commanders of convoys. 

M.dcSk remarked that, in the 4th paragraph of the 3rd Article of the amended 
Draft, the prohibition to visit vessels in any port or roadstead is not extended to 
vessels in a '^ bay;" and that it applies only to ships at anchor. But the whole 
paragraph, including the hmitation to ships lying; at an anchor, was suggested 
by M. de Sk himself, in that draft of his own, wTiich he so much recommended 
in his note. The only alteration made in this stipulation by the amended 
Draft, was the omission of the word ** Bay," which it seemed proper to leave 
out ; because^ whije on the one hand the words *^ port and roacfstead," imply a 
frequented anchorage, under the superintendence and control of constituted 
authorities, who can exercise some kind of jurisdiction over such anchorage, 
and with whose jurisdiction the cruizers ought not to interfere; on the other 
hand, the word ** bay" implies, or, at least, may include, unfrequented places 
on the coast, far away from the control of any legal authorities, and to which 
slave traders might be likely to resort, for the purposes of their trade. 

His Excellency complained, that Article 5 of the amended Draft does not 
contain a clause that no stipulation in the Treaty shall be considered as im- 
peding the free communication between the various possessions of the Crown 
of Portugal in Africa ; and he also complained, that those Portuguese posses- 
sions are not enumerated in that Article. 

But the clause on tlie subject of free communication was omitted, because it 
was redundant and useless; and the enumeration of the possessions of the Crown 
of Portugal in Africa was omitted, because it does not belong to Great Britain 
to determine by Treaty with Portugal, what those possessions are; and, at all 
events, tlie determination and enumeration of those possessions is a question of 
territorial right, and has nothing to do with a Treaty against Slave Trade* 

The Treaty, if concluded, would hav.e applied to all the possessions of the 
Crown of Portugal, but it forms no part of the objects to be accomplished by 
the Treaty to determine which parts of Africa do or dp not belong to Portugal. 

His Excellency next complained of the omission of a stipulation, which was 
contained in the convention of the 28th of July, 1817, to the effect, that a 
vessel having negroes, borne as part of the crew, should not, on account of the 
presence of such negroes on board, be liable to detention. But tliat clause was 
intentionally omitted, because the insertion of it would afford a pretext, upon 
which endeavours might be made to defeat the objects of the Treaty. 

His Excellency complained that, in the amended Draft, restrictions are. in- 
troduced on the passage of negroes from one part of the Portuguese dominions 
to another. But these restrictions are obviously necessary, in order to prevent 
a legalized Slave Trade from being regularly organized, under the direct sane* 
lion of a Treaty, concluded for the purpose of putting Slave Trade down. 
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His Excelleucy remarked that, by the 5th Article of the amended Draft, if 
any regulations specified in that Article shall be violated or unobserved, in re- 
spect to a vessel, ner captain, crew, and owners shall be liable to be proceeded 
against as accomplices in an infraction of the Treaty, and shall be punished 
accordingly. But Viscount de Sk does not state any objection to this stipula- 
tion, which seems indeed to be perfectly just and correct in principle. 

His Excellency complained that, in tlie a'hiended Draft, provision is made 
for the establishment ot more than two Commissions. But one Commission 
had already been established in Africa, and is in operation under the old Treaty, 
and His Excellency himself had suggested the establishment of two others m 
Africa; one at Angola, and another at the Cape of Good Hope; and it is 
obvious that, in addition to these, it would be necessary to have one Commis- 
sion in the islands in the American Seas. 

M. de Sk complained that, by the new Draft, Commanders transgressing 
against the Treaty are to be punished in proportion to the trangression they 
may have wilfully and knowingly committed. But it does not appear, that 
there is anything in this stipulation inconsistent with the principles of justice. 

M. de Sk maintained, that the enfranchisement of the liberated negroes was 
much more explicitly and clearly guaranteed by Article 12 of the Draft pro- 
posed by him, than by Article 13 of the draft proposed by the British Govern- 
ment. The British Goveniment, however, entertain a different opinion upon 
that point ; and are decidedly of opinion that the last-mentioned proposal is the 
best-adapted to accomplish the object in view. 

In the latter part of M. de Sa'snote, his Excellency repeated his complaint, 
that the amended Draft does not contain a stipulation, providing for the revi- 
sion of the Treaty at a fixed period. But such a stipulation is inadmissible, as 
it would merely reserve to Portugal a right to renew the Slave Trade at the end 
of the fixed period. 

M. de Sa expressed a desire, that the Treaty on Slave Trade should contain 
astipulation renewing the ancient Treaties of alliance, friendship, and guaran- 
tee. But such renewal is unnecessary, because the proposed Treaty has no 
bearing upon the ancient Treaties alluded to ; and such a stipulation, if un-^ 
necessary, would only tend to inspire doubts, where none ought to exist. The 
Undersigned is instructed to remark, upon this point, that either those Treaties 
are in force, or they are not : the Government of Portugal asserts that they are, 
and Great Britain does not deny that assertion. If, then, they are in force, 
what is the use of renewing them in this Treaty ? To do so, would weaken 
instead of confirming them, because it would imply that, without such renewal, 
those Treaties would not continue to be in force. 

The British Government is therefore of opinion, that such a stipulation as 
that proposed by M. de Sa, would tend materially to impair the force of the 
ancient Treaties between the two countries. 

M. de Sk represented the stipulations proposed in the Draft of Treaty, as 
concessions to be made by Portugal to England. But if those stipulations are 
concessions at all, they are concessions by Portugal to humanity, justice, and 
good faith, and not to England. 

M. de Sa would not consent, that the Treaty should come into operation 
immediately upon the exchange of the ratifications, and required that certain 
intervals of time should elapse between its ratification, and the commencement 
of its operation in the African possessions of Portugal. But this postponement 
of its operation, would seem only an expedient to gain time ; and to continue 
to the last possible moment the Portuguese Slave Trade. For the ground, on 
which M. de Sk supports his proposal for the postponement, is, that Portu- 
guese subjects in remote regions, would, without the postponement, find them- 
selves liable to the penal enactments of the Treaty, before those enactments 
were made known to them : whereas, His Excellency asserts, in another part 
of his note, that Portuguese subjects in all parts of the world, are already, by 
the Portuguese law of December, 1836, liable to penalties for Slave Trade, 
severer than those, which the Treaty would impose upon them for that crime. 

M. de Sk made it also a subject of complaint, that six months are not 
allowed for the exchange of the ratifications ; but, as he does not deny, that 
the exchange can be accomplished in four weeks, the eflfect of delaying the 
ratifications for six months, would, as in the case just before mentioned, only 
be to obtain additional time for the continuance of the Slave Trade. 
Class B. — Fruther Series. O 
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M. de Sa, after having Biade> in respect to tbe body i9i tbe Tjrea4;y, the ob- 
jections which have ju&t beea aasirerea, ^oceeded to remark <»i the altemtioiis^ 
made in the amended drafts of the annexes A, B, and C 

He complained of the omission of that stipulation, pcoposed by Porti^l for 
tbe purpose of prohibiting eommanders of vesaek from putting en sberct on the 
coast of coiwtries, of which they are no4; subjects^ any persons from on board 
their s^ips, without leave from tne local authorities. 

Bttit such a prohibition is not a fit matter for a Treaty. It is Broperly the 
subject-matter of police r^ulations, to be made, if neoeasary, by the contracts 
ing parties, each for itself, and its own territory. 

His Excellency stated, that, in consequence of the want of sueb a prohibi- 
tion, Portuguese authorities in Princes Island, have been obliged to maintaia 
men, belonging to the crews of Portuguese sJave vessels. Bathe does not 
explain, why those authorities did not enforce, against such malefactors, the 
penalties of the Portuguese law. 

The stipulation, that liberated slaves are to be placed under the care of the 
Government, to which belongs the cruizer whicli made the capture, was ob^ 
jected to by M. de Sa; because, as the cruizers employed are mostly English, 
the efiect of the stipulation would be, that the greater part of the negroes 
would be placed under the care of the British Government. 

But the stipulation in question was expressly put. in for that very purpose ; 
and in order thereby to prevent captured and liberated negroes from becoming' 
really slaves, though nominally emasncipated ; which, in the Portuguese ooio*- 
nies, is too likely to happen. 

The 'Jvt2ity between Great Britain and Spain, mcH'eover, contains an 
arrangement to the same effect. 

His Excellency complained of the vagueness of the provision, made m annex 
B, for the redress of any injustice which mi^ht be done by the Gon^miasiixiers. 
The stipulation^ as it stood in the last Draft, goes, however, more directly to 
the point, and extends also further than that proposed by M. de Sa himself; 
Because, the stipulation proposed by M. de oa, only gave power to remove 
commissioners who might misconduct themselves ; wh^eas the stipulation in 
the amended Draft, provides a prevention against the recurrence oi the parti- 
cular subject of complaint. 

M. de Sa stated^ that, in the amended Draft, the portion of annex C, wJiich 
has for its object to promc^e the industry of the negroes, is made confbrmakble 
to British legislation, instead of beings as it was in the Draft proposed by M. 
de Sa, conformable to the legislation of Portugal. 

This alteration was made, because the regulations, as they existed in the 
Draft of M. de S4, would not have sufficiently secured tbe liberty c^ emanci- 
pated negroes. 

M. de Sk concluded his statement on this part of the subjec;^ by objecting 
strongly to the simplification of the Treaty. He asserted, that tbe stipulations, 
which are excludea from the amended Draft, were not pr^udicial to the object 
of the Treaty, and would rather have insured its ulterior duration and due 
execution ; and he maintained the right of Portugal to complicate the Treaty, 
and to introduce into it as many clauses and conditions of alliance, of com- 
merce, and of subsidy, as it might suit her interests to propose; because Por- 
tugal, by the Treat v, would bind herself towards Great Britain to prohibit for 
ever, throughout all the Portuguese dominions, a traffic, which M. de Sa asserts 
it was lawful to her, according to other Treaties, to carry on in places and 
parts to the south of the equator ; and, because, she would also, by the pro- 
posed Treaty, extend regulations of maritime police to seas, in which her 
ships were previously free from such regulations* 

The Unoersigned is mstructed to observe, in answer to this, that a stipula- 
tion, which would abrogate a Treaty at the end of a fixed period^ does not seem 
to be the measure best adapted for insuring the ulterior duration of that 
Treaty ; and that to introduce into a Treaty matters, which are in their 
nature complicated, and in their character extraneous, does not appear to be a 
good way of giving to such Treaty facility of executixm. But the fact is, that 
these regulations of maritime police, have already, in principle, bee« agreed to by 
Portugal, and are already in operation over a large portion of the globe ; ana 
Portugal is bound in good-faith to extend the execution of those regulatioiis 
to other parts, since the trade has become every where pvohibited by her own law. 
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Her Majestj'» Oovemmeirt, therefepe, caainok see, that the fulfiiment by 
Portugal of her former engagement, could give her any right to demand^ that 
England should on that accovmt enter into new engagements of alliance, (^ 
edmmeree, or of subsidy, towards Portugal. 

M. de 1^ absenred, that the punishments, to be inflicted up<m Portuguese 
rtave-traders, by the <Jecree of the 10th of December, 1886, are more severe, 
than the punishments to be affixed to the crime of slave-trading, under the 
denomination of p'nacy, according to the explanation which Ims been given of 
that denomination by the Undewigned. But such being the case. Her M»* 
jesty's Government do not understand, why His Excellency should object to 
the application of the term piracy to Slave Trade ; seeing that the effect of 
80 applying that term would be, to affix an additional moral stigma to the 
crime, without adding to the severity of the punishment to be inflicted on the 
offenders. • 

His Excellency proceeded to observe, that, in addition to the penalty of 
transportation, persons guilty of Slave Trade, are already, by the Portuguese 
law, threatened with numerous fines, with loss of employment, with incapacity 
of serving in any other office, and with punishment in the galleys. But he 
omitted to mention any instances in which these punishments have actually 
been inflicted. 

His Excellencv, however, declared, that if the principal States interested in 
the question of Slave Trade will join in a declaration, that Slave Trade shall 
be considered piracy, Portugal wiW have no hesitation in concurring in such 
a declaration ; but she cannot take the lead. No reason, however, was assigned 
by Viscount de Sa, why Portugal cannot take the lead in a case in which, 
to do so, would be highly honourable to her, and would be attended neither 
with any national danger, nor with any national sacrifice. 

M. de Sk, in the latter part of his note, again stated his objections to the 
unlimited duration of the Treaty; observing, that if the compact should 
prove to be advantageous to both nations, it could not fail to be renewed. 

Upon this the Undersigned is instructed to observe, that no doubt can be 
entertained of the advantages to humanity, which would result from the 
Treaty, and on that ground. Great Britain urges the adaptation of the. Treaty 
of 1817, to the preseiU; altered state of circumstances ; and M. de Sa has 
himself acknowledged that the Treaty would be advantageous to Portugal, 
by conducing to the prosperity of her colonies, and to the real welfare of the 
Portuguese people. But experience has shown, that it often happens in the 
affairs of nations, that the private interests of a few persons, who may 
chance to have acquired influence in a country, over-ride the real interests of 
the nation at large ; and that thus, it by no means follows, that all Govern* 
ments invariably take the course, which may be the most beneficial for the 
community whose welfare is committed to their charge ; and, with reference 
to this particular question^ it may be observed, that the insurmountable re- 
pugnance of the Government of Portugal to conclude the Treaty now under 
discussion, is not a very favourable indication of the facility with which any 
such Treaty would hereafter be renewed, if concluded now with a limited 
period of duration. 

M. de S& dwelt on the onerous nature of the right of aimed vessels to visit 
merchantmen, as furnishing an argument against the unlimited duration of 
the Treaty; but there is nothing really onerous in such a visit, if the vessel 
so visited be not a slaver; and no ship would reasonably be suspected of 
being a slaver, unless found in certain lines of track. 

But if there were anything onerous in this liability to be visited. Great 
Britain would be the party which would be most intitled to object to it ; for 
at present the vessels, not being slavers, which, in pursuing their course, are 
most frequently met with near tJie above-mentioned tracks, and which, 
therefore, would be most exposed to unnecessary search, are British mer- 
chantmen. 

M. de S4 observed, that Slave Trade may cease all over ,the globe, 
and that then there would be no reason to continue the right of search. 
To this the British Government entirely agrees; and, whenever sh^ery^ 
as well as Slave Trade, shall be universally abolished all over the globe, the 
contracting parties to Treaties of this kind, will, no doubt, agree to cancel 
compacts, wnich will then have become entirely useless. 

02 
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M. de Sa, however, gave a strong reason for Hot specifying any fixed term 
of years for a revision of the Treaty, when he observed that the abolition of 
the trade, by Portuguese law, is only an enactment of the Portuguese Icgis^ 
lature, and that it may be rescinded by the same power which made it ; but 
that if such an enactment were to be embodied in a Treaty, its abrogation 
would no longer depend upon the will of one of the parties ; and tliat the 
Portuguese Government ought not to render the continuance of its own en- 
actments dependent on the good pleasure of a foreign Power. For what is 
the above statement, but a direct avowal, that a limitation of time is de- 
manded, for the specific pui-pose of reserving to Portugal, the right, at the 
end of that stated time, again to legalize the traffic in Slaves. 

The subject of complaint, last brought forward by M, de Sa, was, that the 
Undersigned and Mr. Jerningham had been commanded to state, that the 
project of the treaty, as last amended, was the ultimatum of the British 
Government. 

But, after four years* negotiation, during which, at the desire of Portugal, 
the greater portion of the stipulations of the Treaty, as originally propc^ed 
by Great Britain, had been modified, some of them wholly given up, and 
many new ones had been admitted and then afterwards modified. Her Ma- 
jesty's Government did. not think it unreasonable to declare, that the time 
had at length arrived, when Portugal must makeu{> her mind, either to con- 
clude, or to break off, the negotiation ; and the British Government sincerely 
regret that the Government of Portugal has thought fit to adopt the latter 
alternative. 

The Undersigned has now replied, he believes, to all the observations, 
which M. de Sa has been charged by his Government to make, with respect 
to this long-protracted negotiation. 



No. 56. 
Lord Howard de JValden to Vucount Palmetsion. — (JRecdved May 6.) 

My Lohi>, Lisbon, April 23rd', 1839. 

I ENCLOSE a copy of a speech made by the Baron da Ribeira de Sabrosa, 
a few weeks ago (during the discussion in the Chamber of Senators, on the ad- 
dress,) on the Slave Trade. 

This efiusion of the Baron's has lately been printed, I understand, at the ex- 
pense of Senhor Manoel de Castro Pereira. 

From the spirit manifested by His Excellency in regard to the question of the 
Slave Trade, your Lordship will recognize the hopelessness of trusting to any 
amelioration in the Councils of Her Most Faithful Majesty, as to co-operation for 
the suppression of that infamous traffic. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston^ G.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 56. 

(Extract.) Translation. 

Vindication of Portugal from the Aspersions of Lord Brougham; by Baron 
Ribeira de Sabrosa, in the Sitting of the CorteSy 26ih February, 1839. 

The Decree of the 10th December, the voice of humanity, and the precepts of 
Christianity, impose on us the obligation of realising, as soon as possible, the de- 
creed abolition of slavery to the south of the Line ; but they give no right, either to 
Liord Brougham to vilify us, or to the British Government to attack our flag. Or 
IS it possible that £ngland,r— who, for political and commercial reasons, at this very 
day, suffers tlie victorious flag of Nelson and Jervis to salute the pagodas of the 
Bramins, perhaps to the disparagement of the Christian religion, — should be wil- 
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ling to expose us to tbe danger of losing, or at least of ruining, our colonies, by the 
adoption of violent and liasty measures ? I cannot believe it. If our allies treat 
us in this manner, we have little to fear from our enemies. (" It is true'* — cheers.) 
But a fear is entertained for our flag to the south of the Line ! Once more, I can- 
not believe it ; because, no treaty has as yet been concluded, to invest the English 
cruizers with such a right. I have too high an idea of Lord Melboume*s charac- 
ter, to suppose his Lordship capable of advising the Queen of England to offer a gra- 
tuitous insult to the flag of the Queen of Portugal ; not only the most ancient, 
but the most faithful of all her allies. If Lord Melbourne were capable of giving 
such an advice, he would thereby put a slur on his whole public life, and commit 
a great injustice. And assuredly it is not the abuse of strength that perpetuates 
the greatness of nations. (Cheers.) 

I detest slavery, and wish to see an end putto it without the dishonour of our fl^, 
or a considerable loss of our colonies ; but I own, I have never been able properly 
to understand what the English mean by their philanthropy. A French author has 
already observed, that it is more in the head than in the heait ; that is, that it might 
be an impulse of vanity, and not of beneficence ; a desire of making a figure in a 
paragraph of some newspaper, and not of consoling humanity. Whatever it be, we 
know from history, that while England was declaiming, in and out of Parliament, 
against the Slave Trade, the Algerines made prisoners of the whites in the Medi- 
terranean, and sold us into slavery, — ^though that outrage to humanity excited no 
such effusions of compassion as the mention of negroes has provoked. (Cheers.) If 
that disgrace has been put an end to, we have Charles X. to thank for it, not George 
IV. ; and what is still more remarkable, why did the British Government, at the Con- 
gress of Vienna, not accept the proposals of the Portuguese Plenipotentiaries, who 
offered to abolish the Slave Trade within eight years, if the British Government 
would consent to the abrogation of the fatal Treaty of 1810 ? Lucre at that period 
overruled humanity, for the proposals were rejected. 

Our country is unfortunate, but not insignifteant. I, at least, am so fond of it, 
that, in my opinion, the sun at lasbon is of greater value than half England. 

Lord Brougham calls Portugal insignificant ; perhaps because it is now less in 
extent than England. That cannot be denied. But it is this little territory which, 
in the Peninsular War, first by its treasures, and afterwards by its blood, raised the 
British Empire to the splendour which it now enjoys. Lords Wellington, Strang- 
ford, Ellenborough, and Aberdeen, and Mr. Herries in the House of Commons, 
demonstrated, in September, 1831, the commercial importance of Portugal. If 
this be unfounded, how does it happen that England employs seven hundred ships 
in the Portuguese trade ? How does it happen that this insignificant kingdom im- 
ports more English manufactures than any nation of Europe, excepting Germany ? 

Should the flames of war break out once more, as they did in the 18th, and in 
the beginning of the 19th century, England may chance not to have a single ally on 
the continent. 

Let the riches of ComhiU and Lombard- street be contrasted with the misery of 
the Irish people, which is a thousand tinges more poor and distressed than the Por- 
tuguese. The most splendid opulence is there put out of countenance, by the most 
filthy indigence. And then, there is that colossal national debt, which, at the first 
convulsion of Europe, is capable of carrying England to the grave. When it was 
threatened with death by a panic, what effect would not a reality produce ! 

The English populace is more barbarous than any other of western Europe. 
On Sundays, the men are drowned in ffin, and go next morning to the fair to sell 
their wives ? A people that, in the iQth century, cherishes such customs, has no 
right to thrown stones at any other. (Cheers.) If the minister were capable to 
enter on any negotiation, without previously receiving due reparation for the insult 
offered to the flag hoisted at the top-mast of the Flor (T Angola, south of the Line, 
or to accept conditions, which not only would dishonour our flag, but cause our 
ruin, and the destruction of our colonies, I should be the first to say to His Excel- 
lency, " Minister of the Crown, stand on your defence, I am about to impeach 
you." If they want any ports in our colonies, let them attack, capture us, carry us 
off, let every thing perish — horn/its fhonneur I (Sensation.) 
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No. 57. 

Lord Upward de fFalden to Vueauni PaimerMim^. — {Received Majf 6.) 
My Lord, Lishon, April 2Qih, 1839. 

I BNCI.OSE a list of the papers relative to the iMe negotiailmis betvreen 
Portugal and Great Britain, for a Treaty for the abolition or the Sktive Trade^ 
whieh have been laid, by the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, before the Cortes. The 
flMsleetion in question presents so garbled an account of these loog-pend^g trans- 
actions, that I called the Baron de Ribeira da Sabrosa's attention to the subject, 
expressing my hope that His Excellency would see the propri^y of aflbrding to 
the public some forther information, respecting the early stages of the negotiation, 
and that he would consent to tiirow, at least, such ad^tional light on the ques* 
tion, as was contained in the original Project presented by me on October 4, 1834, 
in your Lordship's note to Baron de Moncorvo, of the 30th of April, 1836, bxA in 
the "observations" with which the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira accompanied fte 
presentation of his counter-project. The Baron expressed some reluctance to do 
this (as he professed, out of delicacy to the Viscount de Sa), and stated, that the 
Duke of Palmella, as chairman of the Commission, to which' the papers, laid by 
the Government, had been referred^ could easily c«dl for these doeumenis^ I 
represented to him that calling, as I did then ojfficially, the attention of His Excel- 
lency to the unfair selection of the papers in question, it would be for His Ex- 
cellency to consider, whether he would leave it to the Duke of Palmella to require 
more complete information, or whether he would, as minister of the Crown, make 
good the deficiency ; and I added, that I was sure tiie Viscount de Sfe could not 
object to the production of those papers, if he knew I had called upon His Excel- 
lency to lay them before the Cortes. The Baron replied, that he only wished to 
speak to the Viscount de Sa on the subject, out of delicacy to him, professing his 
own readiness to lay them, and adding the assurances of his s^xious desire to do 
what he could to bring about, in all questions, a better state of rdations with Great 
Britain, than had of late existed. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerstony G.C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 57. 



lA$t of Papers laid be/ore the Cortes, by Viscount de Sd da Bandeira^ at the 
request of Senhor M. de Castro Pereira. 

No. 1. Note to Lord Howard de Walden, of the 4th of May, 1837^ 

No. 2. Printed copy of the Treaty between France and Sweden, of the 21st 
May, 1836, for the suppression of the Slave Traffic. 

No. 3. Counter-project of Treaty accompanying the said note. 

No. 4. Note to Lord Howard de Walden, dated 8th of May, 1838. 

No. 5. Circular letter, published at Mozambique, by the Marquis Acaraty, 
on the 11th November, 1837. 

No. 6. Note from Lord Howard de Walden in answer to one of the 8th of the 
same month. 

No. 7. Note from Lord Howard de Walden, dated 11th of May, 1838, trans- 
mitting a memorandum on the naval succour offered by the British Government, 
in place of guaranteeing the Portuguese dominions, as requested in the counter- 
project of the Treaty. 

No. 8. Treaty stipulated with Lord Howard de Walden. 

No. 9. Annex A. 

No. 10. Annex B. 

No. 11. Annex C. 

No. 12. Official letter from Lord Palmerston, transmitting a copy of the reso- 
lution of the House of Commons of the 10th of the said month, respecting the 
Slare Traffic. 

No. 13. Note from Lord Howard de Walden, dated 20th of May, 1838, enclosing 
two projects for an Article of Treaty, in order to declare the Slave Trade piracy. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PORTUGAL. id8 

Ne. 14. The Frojeet of ike additional article offeredby Lord Howard de Walden« 

iSo. 15. AdditMnMl Artide lateljr frofosei to Lord Howard de Walden. 

No. 16. Note to Lord Howard de Walden, of the 22nd of May, 1838, in 
answer to one of liie 20th of the same month, and to the official letter of Lord 
PalmeiTstoa, dTthe 12th of the same month. 

No* 17. Note to Mr. Jemingham, of the 29th of May, 1838, soliciting him to 
ask his Government for ihe full power to sign the Trealy stipulated with Lord 
Howard de Walden. 

Na 18. Note from Mr. Jenongham^ of the 30th of May, 1838, acknowledging 
the receipt of the aforesaid note, and stating his haying forwarded it to his Gom^ 
vemment. 

No. 19, Note from Mr« Jemingham, of the 1st of August, 1838, stating that 
he was authorised to sign the Treaty for the sappression of the traffic in slaves. 

No. 20. Note from Mr. Jemingham, dated August Ist, 1838, transmitting a 
new Project of Treaty. 

No. 21. The said new Project of Trealy. 

No. 22. Annex A. 

No. 23. AntiexB. 

No. 24. Ann^L C. 

No. 25. Note to Mr. Jerningham, dated October 6th, 1838, in answer to his 
note of the lirt of August, accompanying the new Project of Treaity. 

Foreign Affairs Office, Sth of April, 1839. 



No. 58. 
lAurd Hmaard de fPalden to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 6M.) 

My Lord, Lisbon, April 29<A, 1839. 

Ik mLecdticm of your Lordship's instructions, conveyed in your Despatch, 
Slave Trade of the 20di instant, I have presented, under yesterday's date, addressed 
to the Baron de Riheira da Sahrosa, the reply to the Viscount de Sa da Ban- 
deira's note of the 22nd of May, 18^, cm the Portuguese Slave Trade queslion. 

T have acc 
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

The Right Hon. Vttcmnt Palmer^ton, G.C.B. 
4rc. Sfc. 8fc. 



No. 59. 

Lord Howard de TValden to Viscount Palmerston.^^{Received May 14.) 

My Lord, Lisbon, May Qth, 1839. 

In execution of your Lordship's instructions conveyed in your Despatch of 
April 27, 1839, I have presented under yesterday's date, addressed to the Baron 
da Ribeira de Sabrosa^ the reply to Viscount de Sa da Bandeira's note of the 6th 
of October, 1838, on the Portuguese Slave Trade question. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

To the Right Hon. Vitemmt Pulmerston, G.C.B. 
cfC' 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 60. 
Lord Howard De fValden to Viscount Palmersion.—{Receined May 21.) 

My Lord, Lisbon, May IZth, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to tranmit to your Lordship a copy of a note, which I 
have received from the Baron da Ribeira de Sabrosa, acknowledging the receipt 
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of the notes which, by your Lordship's instructions, conveyed in your Despatches 
of the 20th and 27th April, 1839, I presented to His Excellency on the 28th 
ultimo^ and on the 5th instant. 

The declaration which accompanies this acknowledgment being evidently made 
to serve some special object of the moment, I have thought it prudent not to delay 
placing on record a refutation of the declaration, intended to be conveyed thereby, 
of the blamelessness of the Portuguese Government in regard to the rupture of 
the late negotiations on the Slave Trade Treaty. 

I enclose a copy of the note, which I have, with this view, addressed to the Baron 
da Ribeira de Sabrosa on the subject. 

(Signed) ' HOWARD DE WALDEN. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., 
S^c. Sfc. 8fc. 



(Translation.) Fii-st Enclosure in No. 60. 

Baron da Ribeira de Sabrosa to Lord Howard De TValdcn. 

The Undersigned President of the Council of Ministers, charged with the 
department of Foreign AflFairs, has had the honour to receive three notes from 
Lord Howard de Walden, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of Her Britannic Majesty, the first dated on the 28th of last April, in answer 
to the one addressed to his Lordship by the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira on the 
22nd of May of last year ; the second under the date of the 5th instant, in answer 
to that, which the said Viscount addressed to his Lordship on the 6th of October 
of last year ; and the third, also dated on the 5th instant, in which his Lordsliip 
points out an error, that occurred in writing out the said first note, and declares 
the amendment which is to be substituted. 

The importance of the objects contained in the first and second of the aI>ove- 
Tnentioned notes of his Lordship, the first of 112 pages, and the second of 69, and 
the manner in which they are explained in the said notes, compels the Undersigned 
to take time also in order to answer them conveniently. 

The Undersigned must, however, declare at once to his Lordship, that Her Ma- 
jesty's Government can never admit the imputation, which is wished to be gratu- 
itously conveyed in the said note, that it was the said Government who broke off 
the negotiations entered into for the purpose of concluding a Treaty between the 
two crowns, for the total and perpetual abolition of the Slave Trade ; and the 
Undersigned hopes to have the honour of proving, with all possible evidence, to his 
Lordship, the groundlessness of such an imputation. 

The undersigned, &c. 
(Signed) BARON DA RIBEIRA DE SABROSA. 

Foreign Affairs Office, May WtK 1839. 

Lord Howard de Walden, 

8fc. 8f€. 8fc. 



Second Enclosure in No. 60. 

Lord Howard de PFalden to Baro7i da Ribeira de Sabrosa. 

The Baron da Ribeira de Sabrosa, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to 
Her Most Faithful Majesty, in his note of yesterday's date, in acknowledgment of 
, two notes, addressed to His Excellency by the undersigned. Her Britannic Majesty's 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, replying to notes of the Vis- 
count de Sa da Bandeira, the first addressed to the Undersigned on the 22nd of 
May of last year, after he had left Lisbon, and the second to Mr. Jemingham, on 
the 6th of October last (not to the Undersigned as stated to his Excellency), having 
thought right to declare that, while delaying entering into the general question 
treated in the notes presented by the Undersigned, " The Government of Her 
Majesty can never admit the imputation, gratuitously made in those said notes, that 
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i it was the said Government which broke off the negotiations, entered into for \he 
purpose of concluding a Treaty between the two Crowns, for the total and perpe- 
tual abolition of the Slave Trade." The Undersigned, considering this declfu^tion 
on the part of His Excellency can only arise ^m the probable circumstance of His 
Excellency not having time to become acquainted \vith all the details of the long 
negotiations, vMch have been pending for four ]^rs and a half^ between the 
Crowns of Great Britain and of Portugfd, having for object the effectual suppression 
of the Slave Trade, has the honour to direct His Excellency's attention, while 
entering into the examination of this subject, to the following facts : — 

1. Ix^ the breaking off, when in the most advanced state, <^ the negociations of 
September, 1836, until May, 1837. 

2. The declaration which, on the resumption of negotiations in May, 1837, by 
the Viscount de S& da Bandeira, accompanied the presentation of a counter-project 
by His Excellency, containing propositions totally inadmissable and at variance with 
all the main principles forming the basis, not only of the previous interrupted 
negotiations, but of actually existing Treaties, in which His Excellency states that, 

" " if, notwithstanding all that ought to be expected from the enlightened spirit of 
justice which presides over the decisions of the British Government, it should 
insist in refusing to admit in the new Treaty such just and reasonable alterations, 
without ^vhich the Portuguese Government cannot, nor ought to conclude it, in such 
case the additional Convention of July the 28th, 1817, must then remain in exists 
ence for 15 years more, reckoned from the 10th of December, 1836, date of the 
Decree for the total abolition of Slave Trad* in the Portuguese dominions, accord- 
ing to the stipulation of the separate article of the said Convention, signed in 
London on the 11th of September, 1817." 

*' Thus, the Mixed Commissions, and some other stipulations of that additional 
Convention, prejudicial to. and in no way becoming^the Portuguese nation, will 
contlhue to exist ; though they must be known as forming part of the onerous and 
oppressive legacies imposed on it by the absolute Government, and what they may. 
contain of odmm can never fall to the account of the present Government, who, by 
the very fact of falling back upon the said separate act, will prove to the nation that, 
in spite of the justice on their side, their efforts to obtain better conditions were 
unavailing." 

"Thus in the mean time the Portuguese Government will be able to give then- 
cruizers the instructions th^ may judge necessary, with regard to Portuguese 
vessels, in conformity with the Decree of December lOth^ 1836, while British 
cruizers will not be allowed in any way whatever to exceed, with regard*to the 
said Portuguese vessels, what is stipulated in the said additional Convention of 
July 28th, 1817, and in the instructions annexed thereto, which, in conformity 
with what has been above stated, must remtiin in force 15 years longer." 

The above declaration at once suspended, and was looked upon as breaking off, 
the negotiations. 

3^ To the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira*s note of the 8th of May, 1838, in 
which His Excellency, after a renewal of negotiations in the preceding month, 
brings forward a proposition respecting a guarantee, already ofivijially declared by 
the Undersigned to His Excellency to be wholly inadmissible, and makes the actual 
conclusion of the negotiation respecting that proposition, as a sine qtid nan con- 
dition of the ratification of a Treaty, which His Excellency has so repeatedly 
declared he was ready to sign^ but which, it is also evident, he could not expect 
to ratify ! ♦ 

4. To the circumstance of the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira having rejected 
absolutely, in his conference on the 16tli of February last, with the Undersigned, 
the ultimatum of the British Government. 

The Baron da Ribeira de Sabrosa will thus discover, that Her Majesty's 
Government must consider the negotiations for the Slave Treaty, to have been in 
fact broken off, even thrpe times, by the Portuguese Government (though resumed 
again by renewed overtures from Her Majesty's Government), previous to the last 
definitive rejection by the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, of the project presented by 
Mr. Jemingham on the 11th of last August, as the ultimatum of Her Majesty's 
Government, in which every effort had been made to work up with the provisions 
indispensable for the efficiency of the Treaty, all such amendments proposed by the 
Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, as could well be considered as not positively objection- 
able, by complicating or neutralizing the object in view, the total suppression of 
the Slave Trade. 

Class B. — Further Series. P ^ 
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With reference to the coarse and progrrai of the negottations in queaticm, whicJi 
hare been carried on by the Undersigned with so many plenipoteotiariefl^ and 
under so many snccessiye Governments, the Undersized wiU be happv to affionl 
to his Excellency every infomration l>^W^ch can thi» rarow li^t upon me sub^Ml^ 
and respecting which His Excellency has the opportunity oiTobtaining comfimiatkm 
from the plenipotentiaries theqpelves, all of whom are now on the spot. 

The Undersigned m^kes this <^er to His Excellency^ being awmre iSaaA, from the 
changes which have tid^en place in the public departmente, it is not in. His Ex- 
cellency's power to obtsin complete and accurate infarmatio&, goch as he can rdy 
upon, n'om any one person now in the Foreign Department 

The Undersigned, 8ce. 
Lisbon, May 12, 1839. (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

Thfi Baron da Ribeira de Sabrosa^ 
8f c. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 61. 

Lord Howard de JVaJden to VUeount Pabnerston. — (^B^eived May 21.) 
My Lord, ' LUbon, May 13*1839. 

I ENCLtTSE a copy of a note which I have addressed to the Baron da Ribeira 
de Sabrosa, in transmitting to His Excellency a copy of the Report of the Mixed 
Commission on the case, and on the dlhdemnation, of the slaver, *^ DiUgenteP 

I have, &c. 
' (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN. 

The Right Hon. Fiscou^t^ahnerstony G.C.B. 



Enclosure in No. 61. 

Lord Howard de TValden to Baron da Ribeira de Sabrosa. 

The Undersigned, &c. &c., has the honour herewith to transmit to the 
Baro« da Ribeira de Sabrosa, &c. &c., a copy of a Report from the Mixed Com- 
mission of Sierra Leone, on the case of the slaver brig-schooner '^ Xfil^etUe" 
which, although captured under Portuguese colomrs, has been condemned as a 
Spanish vessel. 

The Undersigned is instructed to call the special attention of the Portuguese 
Government to that part of the Report, conta^iing the clearest evidence of the 
shamel^ encouragentent given by tiie Portuguese Consul at Cadis to ibe Slave 
Trade, and the Under^gned ventures to entertain die hope that, among the first 
acts of the Baron da Ribeira de Sabrosa's administration. His ExceSeni^ will 
seize this opportunity to evince, by some practical measure^ His ExceUency's deter- 
mination to enforce obedience to tl^ laws of the country, combined, as they an 
with the faith(u]|^filment of engag^nents contracted under Treaty bet^reen the 
Crowns of Portugal and Great Britain for the same common object, the great 
ctuse of humanity. 4r 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 
Lisbon, May Qth, 1839. (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN- 

7^ Baron da Ribeira de Jijfabrosa, ^ 

Sfc. ^c. Sfc. i 

IB 

No. 62. 
Ijord Skward ete ff^alden to Viscount Pabnerston.-^Reeeiwd May 27.) 

(Extract.; Lisbon, May 20, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the Diario of the 13th instant, in 
which is published officially the address of the Municipal Chamber of Loanda to 
the new Governor- Admiral Noronha (the successor of Governor Vidal), and His 
Excellency's reply. 

Your Lordship will observe that the language, held by the Municipal Chamber 
in regard to the export of British merchandize for slave-trading purposes, is iden- 
tical with that so often adopted by the ** Nacional" newspaper. 
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By the PrcHclainatioa of Uiis Goremor, who was sent out by the Viscount de S& 
on the recall of Governor Vidal, so notorious for his slave-ti^ng, your Lordship 
will observe that> notwithstandhig the Viscount de S4*s decree of December 10, 
1836, and hb repeated profiessions of a determination to put down the Slave 
Tiflbe, and his readiness to sign a Treat^'for that purpose, this same Governor 
at once authorizes the continuance of the Slave Trade for three months, and, what is 
still more remarkable, as caUing for special considein^on, the " Diario do Governo/' 
in approving of this measure, renders it manifest, that he does this, not only with the 
sanction of the Government, but that he is even authorized, according 'to his dis- 
cretion, to prolong this period : thus, at once conveying to those about to enter 
Xn Slave Trade speculations at Lisbon, that they will have sufficient latitude 
wed tb&m to undertake any pending Slave Trade enterprise. 



Encbsure in No. 62. 
(Translation*) 

From the Diario do GovernOf Lisbon^ I5th Mat/, 1839. 

Address of the Municipal Chamber of lioanda to the Governor of the Province on 

his installation. 

Most Excellent Sir, # 

The Mmiicipal Chamber of this city has commissioned me to comjnunicate 
to your Excellency its c(Higratulatk>n and the expression of its happiness, whi^ 
are shared by all the inhabitants of this African settlement, on our beholding the 
auspicious day that puts us in possession of a meritorious and illustrious chief, a 
name akeady far-famed in the first rank of Portuguese oitizens, and who, having 
always efficaciously contributed towards rendering our country free and celebrate(|^ 
will certainly not lail to confer felicity and prosperity on this remote portion of the 
great Portuguese family. Assur^ly, Sir, your Excellency is the person best 
suited for us, and the nomination of your Excellency is one^of the most manifest 
proofs how much the liberal Government of fixxr adored Queen has at heart the 
welfare of the whole Portuguese family, whatever part of the globe it may inhabit. 
The existence of this possession is so singular, and its pr^ervation is so difficult, 
that, considering the opinion which has of late years predominated in the cabinets 
of EurSpe, every one of us has apprehended the not very remote annihilation of this 
lich part of the Portuguese monarchy so d^tinguished for its fertile soil, that iy)thing 
but the listlessness, ignorance, and misrule of former Governments, have prevent^ 
it from being a formidable rival to the opulent and inexhaustible Brazil. Most 
enpouraging, therefore, was the hope which took possession of our hearts when, 
through this immense ocean, the intelligence reached us of your Excellent having 
been appointed, in order, by means of your government, to effect this difficult and 
dangerous, though indispensable, change. It is your Excellency who, grown grey 
in the difficult art of governing, can, like a second Numa, gradually and prudently 
make us pass from a false to a real existence, from a dangerous and unlawful 
position to a solid and honourable state, from the Romans oSh Romulus to the 
Komans of Numa Pompiliiis. This Chamber is aware that it need not have said 
thus much, seeing that your Excellency he** already, thanks to your oonsummate 
judgment and experience, planned in your mind all the good you mean to bestow 
on this population, which even now looks upon you as its guardian angel. But 
the Chamber has a duty to ftilfil in the face of the inhabitants of this conununity, 
namely, to pit your Excellency in possession of the opinion which is general 
among our people, and to do so in such a manner as that it shall be intelligible to 
all, for life and death of this commi^ty are at stake, and our consciences do not 
retain any scruple, being, as will appear presently, frank and clear. TTiere never 
was any opinion sa unanimous anywhere as that in this community -the opinion 
prevalent among us at4his day is the same that has swayed us for theSc eight yeaiss^ 
which was dominant when his Excellency Governor Vidal came to this countrv, 
and which induced the illustrious council of the government to give him its advice, 
in a clear and delicate manner ; an advice which was sent to the presence of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty. It is the same opinion which finnly convinced the ex- 
Governor Vidal that the citizens of this community would willingly make any sacri- 
fice, and even bear ill-treatment, short of beholding the annihilatiotif by a violent 
and premature crisis, of their fortunes^ both small and great, and of witnessing 

P 2 
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the reduction of the territory of Angola, in a few short months^ into a contracted 
spbt on the coast of Africa, equal to Cape Negro. 

This council of the Government, which knew how to trapsfer into its advice just 
mentioned, the wishes of its fellow-citizens in this portion of Africa, has also de- 
monstrated with the purest disinterestedness during its provisional administration, 
that it cannot but be aware of the public opinion continuing still the same. The 
reprobated traffic which unfortunately maintains and give^ eaistence to these 
possessions, notwithstanding the impediments it meets with here and everywhere, 
must, we are fully persuaded, cease^ but it ought to cerise in a manner conso* 
nant with sound policy — in the only manner possible^ that is, so as not to destroy 
this* population ; and this will be effected tf the traffic be made gradually to 
supply a substitute in itf place, in affording the means whereby to support the 
inaispensablc sacrifices attending agricultural enterprises, which in this country 
beoome so much the more difficult, as the climate is destructive principally to 
Europeans, who alone are able to teach these inhabitants the way in which civil- 
ised nations lead a happy life, namely, by compelling nature to supply, by her 
products, all the necessities of existence. What could we desire more likely and 
more certain to direct us during so difficult a transition, than your Excellency's 
enlightened mind ? Yes, Sir, we once more bless our illustrious Queen, and con- 
gratulate ourselves mutually, for so felicitous an appointment. It will, however, 
be incumbent on our Government, in real earnest, to put an end to the indirect 
tolerance stil^bservable, and in which we copy the example of philanthropic 
England; for though its Cabinet is the first champion against the Slave Trade^ 
l^e British Government suffers its manufactories to prodtcce the chief articles 
employed in slave transactions. Would it be practicable to purchase in Africa 
a single slave, if English manufacturers did not act the part of agents ? Do 
not these commodities pass through the English Custom-nouses with the label 
*^ Merchandise for the Slave Trade?'* There is one more truth, Sir, which 
ought to be stated to your Excellency, and that is, that the strong measures 
whereby it is intended at once to annihilate the Portuguese possessions in 
Africa, would in no wise better the lot of African slaves ; they would be carried 
to other points of the coast, and would there always meet with buyers^ and aU 
that our Government had gained would be the destruction of its settlements. 
Enlightenment is to be the means of putting an end to the illicit and detested 
Slave Trade, and the Portuguese dominions are to furnish this enlightenment to 
this part of the world; it is by setting an example to these nations that it is pre- 
sumed to bring about their conviction, and how great will then your Excellency's 
glory be, when it is you that shall have made the beginning of this grand work ! 

Loanda, January 25, 1839. 

JOAO ANTONIO LiOPES D'ANDRADK 
Fiscal of the Municipal Chamber. 

Edict of the Governor-General. 

I, Alitonio Mansel de Noronha, of the Council of Her Most Faithful Majesty, 
etc., etc., make known, that due execution not having hitherto been given to the 
Decree of the 10th December, 1836, which abolished the Slave Trade in all the 
parts of the Portugese monarchy, the said Decree is herewith once more promul- 
gated ; and it shall, withiut delaying its rigorous execution, be carried into effect^ 
(ifler ninety days, with all rigour, and. in every respect, the interval just men- 
tioned being conceded, in order that the persons who, in consequence ot the steps 
adopted by the last Governor of this province, have bond fide sent their capitals 
into the interior of Africa, there to be employed in that traffic ^ may be eiiabled 
to withdraw the said capitals without the ri^k which they otherwise would run of 
being apprehended. And Her Majesty, desiring to promote as much as possible 
the lawful commerce of this province with the whole interior of this part of the 
world, all c<lnimanddrs of forts, chiefs of districts, officers, and functionaries, are 
oirected to promote, aid, and favour the said commerce of the interior, by endeavour- 
ing to set on foot relations of amity with such potentates with whom there has not 
yet hitherto subsisted any intercourse, under the persuasion that whatever they 
shall have contributed towards the advancement of this commerce, shall avail them 
in their future preferment, in the same«ianner as they are responsible, etc., etc. 

Given in the City of St. Paul of the Assumption of Loanda, 1st 
February, 1839. ^ 

ANTONIO MANOEL DE NORONH^. 
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LEADING ARTICLE. ^ 



Z/i^iow, Uth May, 1839 

Official accounts from Angola state that one of the first acts of the Governor* 
was to enforce the rigorous execution of the decree of the 10th December, 1836, 
respecting the entire abolition of the Slave Trade. 

It is mere declamation to say that tlie Portuguese nation and Government still 
protect the Slave Trade ; and it is surprising that even those should join in the 
slander who ought to be better informed. 

The^iaboUtion of the Slave Trade involves serious difficulties, which must he 
overcome with prudence ; but if, to bring it about, a hasty proceeding be ^«- 
sorted to, the consequences must be fatal, ' ^ 

The edict of the Governor of Angola has for its object to carry the abolition 
into effect without compromising interests which it is necessary to respect* He 
allows the term of three months far making the needful preparations. Should 
that period be found insufficient, we are certain that he will eoctend the term 
according as circumstances may require. And Aus we hope that the abolition 
of this nemrious traffic will be accomplished, as its extinction is desired both by 
the sympathy and dignity of the nation, without disregarding the momentous con- 
siderations which the state of our col6niea requires us to attend to. 



No. 63. 
Lord Howard de TValden to Viscouni Palmerston. — {Received May 27.) 

(Extract.) Lisbon, May 20, 1839. 

I HAVE spoken twice at considerable length with the Baron da Ribeira - 
de Sabrosa on the subject of the Slave Trade His Excellency appears to be 
imacquainted with the real state of the question, as regards the engagements of 
Portugal towards Great Britain, while he had evidently prejudged it, and made, 
up his mind against the proceedings of Her Majesty's Grovernment. 

I entered into a long explanation of the course of the last four years' negotia-- 
tions for the suppression of the Slave Trade, laying stress upon the patience and 
forbearaiice, which had been manifested at the different periods when they were 
broken off. I said I was aware he could not be well informed on many important 
points, and therefore had offered to give him every information in my power. 

I then put into his hands a printed copy of your Lordship's note to the Baron de 
Moncorvo, of the 30th April, 1836, which I told him I had brought in order to 
facilitate His Excellency*s labours, in which he would find reference in marginal 
notes, which would be of the greatest use to him. * 

The Baron at once looked over it, and, haying recognised its value to him, ex- 
pressed his thanks to me, and assured me of his anxious wish to treat on all pend- 
ing matters, with the sincerest desire to bring about a good understanding with the 
British Government. 

It is evident, however, that, with regard to the signature of the Treaty, the 
Baron is not disposed to give way. 
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No. 64. 

Mr. Barker io Mr, Bidu>elL—(Beitewed AffU 8, 1$39.) 

Sib. ^ ■ BriA*h CmtulaU, FiOa ia Praia, Cane Verde I*land»» 

December 31«<, 1838. 

I HATE the honour to enclose a list of the slave-vesads, as correct as possi- 
ble, that hare arrlTed at tlus port during this year, fr<»n Januaiy to Deconber, to- 
gellker with a few dbservations ann^ud to each vessel, and hope it will meet your 
approbation. It is not done as well m I oouM wish, for the fever has again paid 
me a visit these last few days. 

" (Signed) THEOPHILUS BARKER, 

John BidweU, Esq., ^ H.B.M. Acting Consul 

8(c. Sfc. Sf^ 

Enclosure in No. 64. 



List of Slave Vessels which have Sailed from the. Port of St. Jago, Cape de Venl Islands, for the Coast of Africa, 






during the Tear 1838. 


N(* 


Date. 


Nation. 


Class. 


Name of 
Vesica. 


Name of Master. 




1 


Jan. 13 


FtntagamB 
Ameifcaa 




Saieia 


DonJoiA 


WenttoGalUnaa. , * 


2 


Feb. 15 


Ditto 


Monrovia 


A Qerman 


Owned by D. Felipe Blanco, 


# 


Feb. 16 


Spanisli 


Brig 


Moiftano 


Unknown 


Consigned to F. C. de Mello. 


4 


Mar.l 


AmerieaB 


ScfaMaer 


CleqMte 


A Spanish Osptaki 


Consigned to F. C. de Midlo. 


♦ 5 


Mar. 10 


Spenifh 


Brig 


Last ftom Bonavista : came with 
the Ooasignee on bMid, named 


Gave 2000 dols. for Oie Portugnese cdkmn: iaikd on 
25th March. 


. » 


Apr. 23 


American 




Peri 


ralho. 

• • 


Ban away at night, when they ibnnd the* some difficulty 
was snptthended, she was consispMd to F. C. de 
Mello, the Danish Conmil at this place. 












F. F. FexTjica. 


7 
8 

9 


June 4 
July 2 

July 15 


Spanish 
American 

American 


Ditto 
Ditto 

Schooner 


Victoria , 
Mary * 

JamesWebb 


• • 


JLastfromMatansas. The PortngnaaeGoremmentwonld 
not grant her Papers. ^ ^ , 

From Havana, with a Spanish a%m. A BiU of Sale and 
lifit of crew made out by the Amencan Consul at 
Havana, Nicholas F. Trist, with which they canae to 
this place to get coloms, but the OoTornor, Mannha, 
would not grant without she had a Registtf, upon the 
American Consul of this pUce, F. Gardner, vouching 
for the legaltty tit the Papers, he, the GovernOT, did 
not attempt to make a seizure, but refused the Portu- 
guese colours ; sailed for the Coast on the 20th JiUy : 
supposed she had a Spanish set of Papers on board. 


10 


July 21 


Brazilian 


Schooner 


Amalia 


Marsaile. 


Consigned t^ F. C. de Mello : sailed on the 30th. 



MEMORANDUM. 

I have heard from the last American vessel that arrived at this place, that the 
American Consul, Nkholas F. Trist, will be removed from the Consulate at Ha- 
vana. " He ought to be," having granted to my knowledge, more than ten false 
bills of sale of vessels, and passes, to these Islands. 

The Danish Consul at this place, Francisco Cardozo de Mello, has been this 
month deprived of the Consulate, in consequence of some person representing his 
conduct ailisbon, in aiding and promoting slave vessels. 

British Consulate Villa da Praia, 
Cape de Verd Islands. - 
^ ^ THEOPHILUS BARKER, 

Her Britannic Mqfksty's Pro-Consul. 
December Sist,l^^9>. 
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«^ '^ No. 65. ' • 

Mr. Smith to Viscount Palm€rstonX^{Itecetv€d May 26.) 

Mt Lord, British Consulate y Lis6om^pril22, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your Lordship's information, the Lisbon 
Official Gazette of the 16th instant, with a translation of a circular therein pub- 
lished^ from the Minister of Financciito the Directors of the several Custom-houses," 
apprizing them of the expected arrival of some Foreign vessels for the purpose oi 
assuming the Portuguese Flag, in order to engage in the Slave Trade, and ordering 
them, for the prevention of mat fraudulent practice, to enforce the provisions «f 
the 2d Article of the Decree of January 16, 1837, which determined that no 
vessels should be deemed to be Portuguese, except such as, to the date of that 
Decree, had been navigatiiiiff under the Portuguese flag, and such as should in 
future be built in the ports of Portugal, and those of her dominions in Aii^«and 
Africa. 

1 have &c. 
^ _ led) WILLIAM SMITH. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Pabnerston, G. "" 

Cfc. Sfc Sfcs, 



Enclosure in No. 65. 



(Translation.) Circular Order. 

It having reached the knowledge of Her Majesty the Queen, that some 
Foreign Vessels are shortly to arrive at the ports of this langdom and its adjacent 
islands, for the purpose <^ assuming the Portuguese flag, in order to en^ge in the 
Slave Trade ; and as it was determined by the Sfecond Article of the Decree of 
January 16th, 1837, that Portuguese vessels were those only which to the date of 
that Decree had been navigating under the Portuguese flag, and such as might in 
future be built in the ports of Portugal, and those of her doiHinions in Asia and 
Africa : Her Majest)i^ orders, through the Ministry of Finance, that the Director 
of the Lisbon Custom-house shall, m all the Custom-houses under his jurftdietioD^ 
enforce the strictest observance of the said Second Article of the Decree of the 16th 
of January, 1837, in order that no vessels, except those iiteluded in the letter of said 
Article, should be recognised as Portuguese, nor any foreign-buih vessels be in 
future nationalized as such. 

(Signed) ' MANOEL ANTONIO DE CARVALHO. 

Palace of Necessidades, Sth April y 1839. 

To ike Director of Ike Lisbon Custom-house, and^ Muturiis Mutandis, to those 
of Oporto, Funchal, Argra, Horta, and Porta Delgada. 
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No. 66. 
Jff. Ouseley to P^iscount Palmerston. — {Received February 6/A, 1839.) 

My Loud, Rio de Janeiro, December 15, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship returns of slave-vessels 
ivhich have entered this harbour during the months of October and November, after 
having*landed their cargoes of Africans in the vicinity of this capital. 

T have acp 

(Signed) W. G. OUSELEY. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B: 
8fc. 8fc. ^c. 



First Enclosure in No. 66. 



Returns of vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, which have entered this Port 
under the Portuguese i^lag, during the month of October, 1838, ajter having 
landed their cargoes of slaves on this coast. 

1. Brig, *' Maria Segunda,' from Angola, landed 417 slaves at Sepetiba. 

2. Brig schooner, " Maria Virginia^'' from St. Thomfe, landed 394 slaves at • 
St. Sebattian. 

3. Brig *' Novo Destino" from Quillimane, landed 713 slaves at Campos. 

4. Brig ''Almeida,' from Angola, disembarked 504 slaves at the entrance of this 
harbour, and which were landed at the residence of Colonel Vasco, at the Fort St. 
Joao. 

6. Brig schooner, '' Finneza,*^ from Rio Zaire, landed 475 slaves at Alto 
Moirao, and from thence they were taken by land to the depository at the Bay of 
Jurujzuba, inside this port. 

6. Brig, " Onzedc Novembro,'* ftom Angola, landed 454 slaves at the estate of 
Dois Rios in thie Ilha Grande. 

7. Brig, ** Promptiddo/* last from Montevideo. This vessel sailed from this port 
in the beginning of the year for the Island of St. Thomas ; from thence, she re- 
turned with a cargo qf 600 slaves, which were landed at Ilha Grande ; she 
thereafter proceeded to the Cape de Verde Islands, took in a cargo of salt, which 
she disposed of at Montevideo, and has now returned to fit out for another African 
voyage. 

8. Brigy " Ganges,*' from Quillimane, landed 721 slaves at Ponte Negra, 

9. omack, *' Pensamento Feliz,' from Benguella, landed 321 slaves at Alto 
Mou'ao ; from thence, they were taken by land to the depository at the Bay of Juru-: 
juba, inside this port. 

10. Brig " Valeroh),'' from Angola, this vessel brought part of a cargo of Afri- 
can produce, and 77 slaves ; these she landed at the Copa Cabana, and they were 
Merwards taken to the house of Joao Machado Cardoza in Rozario Street of this 
city. 

Total number of slaves imported by ten vessels as above, 4676. 

There are four large depositories for slaves in the vicinity of this city. 

The most considerable is that at the Bay of Jurujuba, which is supported by 
Jorge Jose de Souza, Joze Bernardino de Sa, Joze Pimenta Junr., and Joao 
Machado Cardozo, who have occasionally had there as many as 6000 slaves on 
sale'. * 

The second in magnitude is that at the Ponta de Caju, where there are ware- 
houses close to the beach, for the reception of slaves, and at all times there are 
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many of these miserable beings on sale. The other two depositories of Botafogo, 
and St. Clemente, are not so extensive as those first mentioned ; but occasionally 
they are well supplied with slaves. 

In many houses in the public streets of this city, and in the suburbs, there are 
from 60 to 100 slaves continually on sale. 

At the town of Itagoahy, near to llha Grande, slaves are as openly sold as they 
were at the slave market street of this city, before the prohibition of the trade, by 
the treaty with Brazil. 

The slave cargoes are regularly insured by the Assurance Companies, and indi- 
vidual underwriters of this city. And there exists a company for lending money 
on respondentia for sla^^e cargoes. 

Some of the slave traders are making arrangements for employing steam-boats in 
the trade. Should Her Majesty's Government not adopt effective measures to put 
down the trade, the task will be more difficult when it is carried on by steam- 
vessels. 

Riode Janeiro, 1st November, 1838. 



Second Enclosure in No. 66. 



Returns of Veaseh engaged in the Slave Trade, which have entered this Port 
under the Portuguese Flag during the Month of November, 1838, after having 
landed their Cargoes of Slaves on this Coast, 

1. Brig schooner *' RosaJina,'' from Angola, landed 417 slaves off the entrance 
of this port ; they were afterwards taken uy land to the depository of Pereira, at 
Botafogo. 

2. Rttacho '* LeaJdade,' from Angola, landed 357 slaves at the house of Colo- 
nel Vasco, near Fort S. Joao ; they were afterwards taken by land to the deposi- 
tory of Colonel Tota, at S. Clemente. 

3. Brig schooner '' Flor de Loanda,'' from Angola, disembarked into canoes, 
close to the entrance of the port, 377 slaves, which were landed at the Bay of 
Jurujuba. 

4. Brig schooner " Esperan^a,'' from Cabinda, landed 600 slaves at the house 
of Colonel Vasco, near Fort S. Joao ; they were afterwards taken by land to the 
depository of Colonel Tota, at S. Clemente. 

5. Sumaca *' Treze de Junho,'' from Benguela, disembarked into canoes, 
close to the entrance of the port, 285 slaves, which were landed at Botafogo. 

6. Brig " Generoso Feliz," from Quillimane, landed 725 slaves at llha Grande, 
for account of Senhor Martin, who resides at the Gloria. 

7. Smack " Zenobia,*' from Angola, disembarked into canoes, close to the en- 
trance of the port, 298 slaves, which were landed at the depository of Pereira, at 
Botafogo. 

8. Schooner " Minerva,** from Angola, landed 304 slaves at Ponte Negra. • 

9. Schooner " Andorinha,'' from Angola, disembsvrked into canoesi, close to the 
entrance of the port, 293 slaves, which were landed at the depository of Pereira, 
at Botafogo. • 

Total number of slaves imported by 9 vessels as above, 3656. 

Rio de Janeiro, 1st December, 1838. 



No. 67. 
Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received February 6, 1839.) 

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, December 15, 1838. 

Sometime ago the Marquis of Barbaceua called on me, and took occasion 
to mention that, having met with unexpected opposition on the part of the Admi- 
nistration, to the adoption of his projected law on the Slave Trade, he had made 
inquiries as to the motives which actuated the Government in opposing it ; and he 
had, he said, been informed, that it was in consequence of the disapprobation of his 
proposed measure, lately shown by Her Majesty's Lection, that the Imperial 
Government had discountenanced its adoption by the Creneral Legislative As- 
sembly. 
Class B. — Further Series. Q 
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His Excelleitcy added^ that he could scarcely pve credit to ihe asserted origio 
of the opposition to his proposal ; as he was certain that the Government of Great 
Britain^ being so anxious to put an end to Slave Trade, could never have disai^roved 
of a measure so well calculated tq attain that object. 

His Excellency asked me, whether I was not of opinion, knewing this eouirtry as 
well (he was piesraed to say) as I did, that his proposal was ki fact wetl adapted 
effectually to suppress the traffic in AfHcaus. When I objected to parts of it, as lor 
instance, the clause confirming the slavery of Africans, when once landed in Brazil, 
he allowed that that point appeared to favour the slave dealer ; but observed that 
the real state of the country must be taken into consideration, and in fine, that his 
measures, or any other really calculated to suppress the Slave Trade, never couU 
be carried without allowing tiiat, or a amilar clause to be inserted ; that we must 
lodk to what was practicable in reality ; and that, without the sort of amnesty wfaieh 
he proposed, his bill never could pass, as the members df the Legidative body 
would be in part generally condemning themselves, by allowing the criminality oif 
possessing, or introducing '^ bo9ar' or new n^roes ; that a proof of the really £Ood 
tendency of his motion, was to be found in its unpopularity with the slave-desders, 
those persons having at first favoured his projected law ; but latterly, and on 
mature reflection, having discovered its real utility in putting an end to their mal- 
practices, they universally opposed its adoption. 

There are doubtless parts of the Marquis of Barbaoena's proposed law, which 
are well adapted for the suppression of the Slwe Trade, and wlioch have lecoord 
ingly met with your Lordship's approbation ; but as a whole, I fear its effect wxNild 
be, if not to increase the Slave Trade already carried on to so great an extent on 
this coast, at least, to give a still greater chance of impunity to those who purchase 
negroes fraudulently introduced, even than they unfortunately for the interests of 
humanity^ have at present. 

T bave &c. 
(Signed) ' ' W. G. OUSELEY- 

The R^ht Hon. Fiseount Palmerstony G.C.B., 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfe* 



No. 68. 
Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Pabnerston. — (Received July 6, 1839.) 

(Extract.) Rio de Janei^, Deeember 15^, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that the brigantine " DiUgentc," under 
Portuguese colours, has been sent in for adjudication by the Mixed Ccnnmission. 
having been taken by Her Majesty's sloop *' Electra,*' Captain Preston, with 302 
slaves on board. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners have officially notified to me, that the papers be- 
longing to the " Diligente'* have been brought into Court by Lieutenant Heseltine* 
the officer in charge of the slaver. 

Mr. Hesketh signified to me his perfect readiness to undertake the task of pro- 
secutor in the present case, but on communicating to Her Majesty's commissioners 
the proposed plan. Sir George Jackson (I believe), suggested that in a legal p^t 
of view, it would be inexpedient that Mr. Hesketh should thus act, as by the 
Treaty, in case of the absence or failure of the first Conmiissioner, Her Majesty's 
Consul takes his place, and thus a possibility occurs of his becoming the judge in 
any case brought before the Mixed Court ; consequently he could not with pro- 
priety, appear as prosecutor. 

Although this objection is founded upon the possibility of a circumstance that 
appears unlikely to occur,, yet it may legally be fatal ; and we shall probably be 
obliged to have recourse to some other person to act ostensibly as proctor or prose^ 
oitor. At present it seems to me, that Mr. Hesehioe, the officer in whose cnarge 
the ^'DiUgenie'' is placed, would be the most eligible person to be the nomisal pro* 
secutor. I shall, however, consult with the Ccmimodore and oth^^s on this p(mit, and 
have the honour of submitting to your Lordship the plan adopted, probably hjike 
'* Harrier " corvette, which is <hiily expected here on her way to Eaudaad. 

There appears little doubt, from what I have already learnt of 'tibe iiilaaded 
defence of the owners of the *' DUigente," of the condemnation of l^at veasdl; but 
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the question of the non-admifiskm of embargoes, which I have freqnentljr urged on 
the Brazilian Government, but hitherto in vain, becomes one of importance, as it 
very nrach delays, although it cannot ultsmsb^ pmvent^ I thinki the favourable 
decision of this case ; I mean the condemnation of this slaver. 



No- 69. 
Mr. Ouaeley to Viscount Pahnerston. — (Received March 20.) 
My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, January 9?A, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 3rd instant, by Her 
Majesty's packet "'Seagull,*' of your Lordship's Despatches Slave Trade Series, 
dated the 15th, and 29Ui of October last, with their enclosures. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) W. G. OUSELEY. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerstm, G.C.B. 
Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 

No. 70. 
JSfr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmer ston. — {Received March 20.) 

(Ektract.) Rio de Janeiro, January 12th, 1839. 

I RECEIVED yesterday from Her Majesty's ComRussioners, official notifi- 
cation of the condemnation of the brig " Diligente,*' lately detained by Her Ma- 
jesty's ship ** Electra," with 302 Africans on board, and sent into this port for 
adjudication before the Mixed Commission Court. 

The slave schooner " FeUz'^ has also been detained, and brought, as the Com- 
missioners inform me, before the Mixed Court, having had, when captured by 
Her Majesty's brig "Wizard,*' Lieutenant Birch commanding, 236 Africans 
on board. 

Nq. 71. 
Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston.'^Received March 20,) 

Mt Loed, Rio de Janeiro, January \2th, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a return of the Portuguese 
slave-vessels which have entered this harbour during the month of December, 1838, 
after having landed then* cargoes of Africans in the neighbourhood. 

(Signed) ' W. G. OUSELEY. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmersion, G.C.B. 
8fc. ifc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 71. 



Returns of Vessels engaged in the Slave Trade which have entered this Port 
under the Portuguese Flag during the Month of December, 1838. 

1. Brig schooner " Flor do Rio/* from Angola, landed 413 slaves at the Alto 
Moirad. 

2. Brig '' Dois Irmaos,' from Angola, landed 573 slaves at the estate of Dois 
Rios, in the Uha Grande. 

3. Patacho '* Triun^" from Angola, landed 304 slaves at €ampos. 

4. Brig " Pompeio,"" from Rio Zaire, landed 519 slaves at St. Sebastiad. 

5. Brig '' FortuHa^' from Quilimane> landed 602 slaves at Campos. 

6. Brig y Triuntfo de Inveja,'" from Quilimane, landed 720 skves at the en- 
4rance of this port. 

Q 2 
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7. Barque '' Quarto de MarcOf* from Quilimane> landed 8.00 slaves iit the Alto 
MorraO. 

8. Patacho ''Legeiro,'^ from Benguela, landed 209 slaves at tbe entraaceof this 
port. 

9. Brig schooner " Diligente^^' from Benguela, captured by Her Majesty's ship 
" Electra," with 295 slaves on board. 

10. Brig schooner ** Feliz^'* from Benguela, captured by Her Majesty's ship 
" Wizard," with 233 slaves on board. 

Total number of slaves imported by 10 vessels, as above, 4668. 

During the year 1838, 84 vessels, under the Portuguese flag, have entered this 
port, and by them 36,974 slaves have been imported. Although the number of 
vessels, and of slaves imported, be less than in the preceding year, the trade cannot 
be considered as having diminished ; for the reduced number of slaves imported in 
1838, is to be accounted for by several of the traders having ordered their vessels 
to discharge at other ports of Brazil, and fit out from thence. 



No. 72. 
Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received March 20.) 

(Extract.) Rio de Janeiro^ January \bihy 1839. 

Her Majesty's brig " Wizard," Lieutenant Birch, lately brought in a 
slaver for adjudication by the Mixed Commission, with 239 negroes on board. The 
name of this vessel is the " Feliz'^ Some weeks ago I obtained, incidentally, an 
extract from the log-book of Her Majesty's ship " Herald," Captain Nias, (of 
which I have the honour to enclose a summary,) mentioning that a vessel under 
Brazilian colours was overhauled by her soon after leaving this coast. The vessel 
was completely fitted up for the Slave Trade, and the name asserted to be the 
" Feliz Aurora,^' Captain Nias did not detain this slaver, conceiving, I presume, 
tliat it could not be condemned unless Africans were found on board, but for- 
warded the extract from his boarding-book to Rio. It appears to me possible 
that thi& vessel, boarded by Captain Nias> might be that which was lately captured 
by the " Wizard ;" I therefore sent to Her Majesty's Commissioners a note, en- 
closing a copy of the extract from the ** Herald's" boarding-book respecting the 
" Feliz Aurora^'' hoping that it might be useful either on the present or a subse- 
quent occasion. 

In answer to my note, I received from the Commissioners a reply, in which they 
lament that the *' Feliz Aurora' was not sent in by Captain Nias, as they have 
little doubt of her liability to condemnation, on proof of the alleged equipment being 
given ; although the slaver captured by Mr. Birch cannot, they are of opinion^ be 
the same. 

Her Majesty's frigate '' Stag," the flag-ship on this station. Commodore Sulivan, 
was, at the moment I received this answer, about to sail for Montevideo and the 
Falkland Islands. I lost no time, therefore, in transmitting to the Commodore a 
letter, enclosing a copy of that from the Commissioners, and suggesting the expe- 
diency of furnishing the officers in command of Her Majesty's vessels in this squa- 
dron with instructions founded on this opinion officially expressed by the Commis- 
sioners. 

The opinion of the Commissioners as to the liability of vessels under Brazilian 
colours, fitted up for the Slave Trade, to condemnation, whether Africans are found 
on board or not, although it does not appear to have been acted upon successfully, 
(except in the case of the '^ Paquete do 5w/," under circumstances not ex- 
actly similar,) is satisfactory. 

The practical ^cts c^ seising or condemning vessels fitted out for carrying on 
the Slave Trade, when on their outward voyage trom the ports of Brazil, would be 
most beneficial, and would be likely to contribute to the interests of humanity, and 
even of the final extinction of that inhuman traffic, much more than the capture of 
slavers on their return with Africans on board. The sufferings endurfed by the 
Negroes on their passage from Africa, would be prevented, and the demand on the 
coast for human beings for the Slave Markets, would be diminished. The expenses 
and difficulties attending the custody and support of the Africans while under ad- 
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judication here, would Kkewise be avoided, and the price of the slave-vessels and 
of the cargoes which they may take from hence to exchange for Negroes on the 
coast of Africa, would be much more likely to defray the expenses incurred in their 
capture, when thus condemned, than when intercepted on their return with their 
living cargoes. 

Were the fate of the Africans who are dejure liberated by the Commissioners, less 
liable to uncertainty as to their obtaining ultimate freedom, it perhaps would be more 
advantageous to them to be taken by our cruizers after having been placed on board 
the slavers ; but I regret to say that there is but too much reason to apprehend, that 
the attainment of unconditional freedom, which is the end contemplated by the 
provisions of the Slave Trade Treaty, is very seldom secured to the Africans who 
are placed> after the condemnation of the Prizes, entirely under the control, I can 
hardly say protection, of the BrazilLm Authorities. 

Copies are subjoined of the correspondence on this subject, with Her Majesty's . 
Commissioners and Commodore Sulivan. 

Her Majesty's ship " Stag " sailed this morning for Montevideo. 



First Enclosure in No. 72. 
Mr. Ouseletf to Her Majesty^s Conimissioners. 

Gentlemen, Rio de Janeiro, January 9, 1839r 

I HEREWITH enclose for your information, an extract from the boarding 
book of Her Majesty's sloop " Herald," which I have incidentally obtained, men- 
tioning some particulars relative to a brigantine under Brazilian colours, which 
was examined and found to be evidently equipped for the Slave Trade. 

The name of this brigantine is stated to be " Feliz Aurora,'^ I perceive by your 
note to me of the 5th instant, that a slaver lately brought in by Her Majesty's brig- 
of-war " Wizard," is called the " Feliz ;" it is possible that it may be the same 
vessel, and the enclosed document may assist in affording a clue to the true charac- 
ter of the lately captured slaver. If not, the information may be useful, should the 
vessel in question be on some future occasion, captured by Her Majesty's Cruizers.- 

X have &cc 
(Signed) ' W. G. OUSELEY. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



Sub- Enclosure. 
Information taken from the Boarding^book of Her Majesty's Ship ** Herald.'* 

On the 9th October, 1838, the "Herald" fell in with the brigantine 
" FeUz Aurora," under Brazilian colours, of 166 tons, J. Caetano, Master and 
Owner. This vessel belonged to Rio de Janeiro, whence she sailed on the 30th 
September, was completely equipped and fitted for slaves, having two large water- 
casks upon deck, extending nearly one-third on each side of the deck, fitted with 
separate boxes for slaves, had large brick-built coppers, and had her log com- 
pletely written every day, showing that she left Rio in the state we met her m. 

. (Signed) JOSEPH NIAS, Captain. 



Second Enclosure in No. 72. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Ouseley. 

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, I2th January, 1^9. 

We have to acknowledge your letter of the 9th instant, enclosing, for our 
information, an extract from the boarding book of Her Majesty's ship " Herald," 
containing some particulars relative to a brigantine imder Brazilian colours, found 
to be evidently equipped for the Slave Trade ; i^id we can only lament that, under 
such circumstances (supposing Captain Nias tohavehadthie requisite instructions), 
the " Feliz Aurora" should not have been detained, as we have little doubt of her 
liability to condemnation on proof of the alleged equipment being given. 
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The date of the passport with which the '' FeUx" sailed from the coast, and that 
of the visit of the *' FeUz Aurora,'" precludes the idea of identity, but in the event 
of the capture of the latter, the information may be useful. 

f^' e have £kc 

(Signed) ' ' GEORGE JACKSON. 
FREDEIUCK GRIGG. 
JV. G. Ouseie^ Esq., 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 

Third Enclosure in No. 72. 

Mr. Ou$ehy to Cfommodare Sidiwsm. 

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, January 14<A, 1839. 

Some days ago 1 forwarded to Her Majesty's GommisBicHiers an extract 
from the boarding-bodt of the " Herald," which 1 had incidentally obtained rela- 
tive to a slave brigantine under Brazilian colours, called>the ^^Feliz Aurora,'* 
which Captain Nias overhauled off the coast of Brazil, on the 9th October last, and 
found completely fitted for the Slave Trade. The name being partly similar to 
that of the vessel captured by Mr. Birch, I thought the extract might be of some 
use, if not on the present, on some future occasion. 

I enclose you a copy of the Commissioners' reply, in which you will observe, 
that the proof of equipment for Slave Trade would, in their opinion, have most 
probably rendered her liable to ccmdemnation. I think it, therefore, my duty, on 
the eve of your temporarily leaving this harbour, to inform you of this opinion, for 
the guidance of the officers in command of vessels upcm this coast. 

Aware as I am of your zeal for the furtherance of the objects of Her Majesty's 
Government, and your desire to contribute to suppress this infamous traffic in Afri- 
cans, at present so notoriously carried on to a great extent on this coast, it would be 
superfluous for me to suggest, that instructiotts, in conformity with the above opini<Hi 
of the Conamissioners, be furnished to the squadrim under your command. I may, 
perhaps, also take the liberty of reminding you, that for vessels condemned as 
being equipped for the Slave Trade a bounty is, I believe, by a late Act of Parlia- 
ment, paid per tonnage, although this is merely a secondary consideration, and one 
which would in nowise influence the conduct of Her Majesty's officers in the per- 
formance of their duty, yet, as it affects their interest, it ought not to be forgotten. 
But, as an incentive, were any required, to additional vigilance on the part of Her 
Majesty's cruizei*s, it should be borne in mind that the amount of human suffering 
spared, and the probability of ultimately suppressing the Slave Trade, would 1^ 
infinitely greater if the slavers were captured and condemned when sailing from the 
ports of Brazil, than when intercepted on their return. This is so obvious, that it 
IS unnecessary to enlarge either upon the miseries inflicted upon the Africans 
during their passage, or on the losses that would result to those who supply negroes 
in the ports of Africa for the slavers, by the capture of the vessels on their leaving 
the American coast, rather than after they had reached Brazilian waters. 

T ViovA Sin * 

(Signed) ' WILUAM GORE OUSELEY. 
Commodore SuUvan, C.B., 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 73. 
Mr. Chiseley to' Viscount Pahnerston. — (Received March 20.) 
(Extract.) Rio de Janeiro, January 19th, 1839. 

In the case of the slaver, the " Diligente,"" lately condemned by the Mixed 
Commission here, the advocate of the owner presented embargoes to the sentence, 
and the Brazilian Commissioners, not having been instructed to refuse them, while 
Her Majestj^'s Commissioners, acting upon the instructions received from the Fo- 
reign Office, and of course having declined to take cognizance of them^ I have 
thought it my duty, in order to prevent expensive and disastrous delay, to urge the 
Brazilian Government strongly on the subject. I thouriit it would add force 
to my representations, to embody in the note which I addressed to the Impe- 
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rial Grovernment on this occasbn the substance of the ioBtractions that had been 
received at different times from your Lordship, as, for instance, those contained in 
your Lordship's Despatch to me of October 15th of last year, relative to tiie remon- 
strances made by Mr. Gordon (on the connivance and laxity of the Imperial Au^* 
tfaorities with slavers and their abettors), and in various despatches addressed to 
Mr. Hamilton and others on the subject of the Slave Trade generally. In my 
note, a copy of which, and of its enclosures, I have the honour to transmit, it ap^ 
peared also advisable to recapitiilfld:e the many subjects of ccmi plaint that have accu- 
mulated of late, and on which I have hitherto only touched slightly. 

I have added a list of the number of negroes iUicidy imported during the 
last six months, accompanied with observations, and the denunciation of several 
individuals here, for participation in the Slave Trade, and made a general reoa* 
pilulation of the whole subject, urging them strongly, on various points, to fulfil 
their engagements with the Queen's Government, and, as an earnest of future good 
iaith a»i co-operation on this subject, to give the required instruction to their 
Commissioners. 



First Enclosure in No. 73. 
Mr. Omeky to Sen&^r M. Montem. 

Rio de Janeiro, January 15<A, 1839. 

It is with much regret that the Undersized, See,, has again to address 
his Excelleney Senhor Maciel Monteiro, &c., on a proposal that he had hoped, 
from the assurances given him on more than one occasion, would l^ve been ai>- 
ceded to before this time by the Imperial Government. The Undersigned, ve£sr* 
ring to the correspondence and conversations that have taken pface at different 
times with his Excellency, on the non-admission of the embargoes, in cases of slavers 
Inronght before the Mixed Ccwunission, under the convention ibr the Slave-Trade 
Suppression, as well a» on other topics connected with tiiat subject, has ever met 
wititi the strongest promises of co-operation on the part of the BrazJltan Govern- 
ment^ for the attainment of an object in which Her Majesty's Government take tfe 
most sealous interest — the extinction of a criminal traffic, odious to all civilized 
nations. The Imperial Government has constantly professed entire sympathy with 
the feefings of the British nation and Government on this subject, and a desire has 
been expressed by it to go hand in hand widi Great Britain in endeavouring, by 
every means in its power, to put an end to the importation of Africans into thm 
empire. 

The impressions which the Undersigned had much satisfaction in conveying to 
hie Court were naturally in confomnty with the expressed sentiments of the &u- 
zilian Government ; nor could he anticipate that, in the first case that has been 
brought before the Mixed Gommissioa since that of the *' Brilhanie," the admis- 
sion of embai^oes should again be insisted upon by the Brazilian Commissioner, as 
appears by a late note from Her Majesty's Camtbissioners, in which they announce 
to the Undersigned the condemnation of the slave-vessel ^ DUigente,'' and the pre* 
sentation of embargoes by the Advocate of the owner, which the Brazilian Com- 
missioner is instructed by hie Government to accept. 

The Undersigned laments to perceive, that the conduct of the Imperial Govern- 
ment on this occasion does not accord with the professed wksh to promote the sup- 
pression of the Slave Trade by every means in their power. 

It is with pain also that the Undersigned is obliged to state, XhBX the results of the 
general condud; oi the Imperial Government are such a« to tiirow much doubt on 
the »Bcerity of their zeal in this cause. By reference to the enclosed papers, htt 
Excellency will perceive that, in the neighbourhood of this capital alone, about 
20,000 ne^oes have been landed in the space of the last mx months; and the Un- 
dersigned IS prepared to furnish, on a future occasion^ the names of every vessel* 
together with the number imported by each, the places in which they are landed* 
and the names of the persons who received them, in order that the Imperial Govern- 
ment may proceed to put in force the laws against this traffic. 

It will he knpossible to acquit the Imperid Government at least of lukewarm<r 
ness, or wilful blindness to the open manner in which the Slave Trade is often 
carried on by its own officers,— -but principally 1^ the Portuguese inhabitants of 
this empire, — ^when we see troops of newly-imported negroes march through 
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different parts of the towa and suburbs. The other day a large party were even 
taken to the Praia dos Mineiros in open day ; and, as some interference was anti- 
cipated, escorted by several white men and by negroes armed with large clubs 
and long knives at their sides, and thus passing under the immediate observation 
of national guards and permanentes in uniform, who looked on with perfect indiffer- 
ence. When we see also depositories for '' New Negroes " in several places close 
to this capital, as for instance, in the bay of Jurujuba, at the Ponte-Caju, — the 
Jatter with warehouses close to the beach for the reception of these unhappy beings ; 
at Botafogo and San Clemente there are also deposits of Africans. The m^t 
named of these deposits, or slave-markets, is* kept by Joz6 de Souza, Joz6 Ber- 
nardino de Sa, Jozfe Pimento, (junior,) and Joao Machado Cardoza. These per- 
sons, who habitually act in direct violation and defiance of the laws of Brazil, have 
had at one time as many as 6000 Africans in their power, whom they hare sold 
-into slavery. 

In the town of Itagoahy, near Ilha Grande, negroes illegally reduced to slavery 
are daily sold, as openly as they were in this city, in the slave market, before tbe 
prohibition of the Slave Trade. 

The names could be given of many of the persons implicated in these ne&rious 
transactions, but it is an ungrateful task, and, when not becomingly followed by 
energetic measures on the part of the Brazilian Government, worse than useless; it 
would be, however wrong, not to point out the glaring misconduct of certain 
officers in the e^nployment of the Imperial Government. It is publicly known that 
Colonel Vasco, the Commandant of the Fort Sao Jo&o, is one of the most active 
asssistants in the importation of Africans. 

No longer ago than the month of November, the patacho '^ Lealdiuie," from 
Angola, landed 357 Africans at the house of this person, who were afterwards 
taken by land to the depository of Colonel Tota at San Clemente. The brig- 
schooner, " Esperan^Oj'' also, from Cabinda, landed (SOO at Colonel Vasco's, near 
Fort Sao Jo&o. In September of last year, the schooner '^Josephine" from 
Benguela, landed 345 Africans, and did not finish the landing until after sunrise, 
so that it was observed from the fort, and Colonel Vasco assisted the hnAng in 
person; these were also delivered to Colonel Tota, at San Clemente. l^hese 
criminal acts would only throw scandal upon those who are ^ilty of them^ if 
the apparent connivance, by many interpreted as approbation, ot the Government, 
did not make it responsible for the outrages thus committed on humanity. 

The Undersigned could multiply instances, and give the names and particulars 
relating to many acts of this nature, and is prepared so to do. But he is particu- 
larly instructed by his Government, in reference to the note addressed by Mr. 
Gordon to Senhor Monteiro, on the 26th March of last year, to remark in the 
strongest terms, on the evident connivance of the Brazilian authorities with persons 
connected with the Slave Trade, and the inattention of the Imperial Grovemment 
to the repeated representations of Her Majesty's legation on this subject. 

More particularly the Undersigned has to observe, that the assertion of the 
inaccuracy of the information upon which Mr. Gordon's representation is founded, 
in the note addressed to the Undersigned by his Excellency the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, on the 19th July last, is fur from being proved ; on the contraiy. 
Her Majesty's Government is of opinion, that Mr. Gordon was fully justified in 
founding a representation upon the circumstances reported to him, and con^ders 
itself entitled to receive from the Government of Blrazil, a cordial and effective 
co-operation in execution of existing stipulations, as* well as in conformity with 
the repeated professions of the Imperial Government. 

Yet, how are these professions realized ? 

In the month of September last, information was given to the Supreme Govern- 
ment of this country, that a brig-schooner, the " Doze de Outubro,'* had arrived 
on the coast from Mozambique ; and it was determined (as indeed the Under- 
signed was informed at the time by his Excellency Senhor Monteiro) to send the 
brig-of-war ** Constantia," to capture this slaver, and doubtless the real intention 
of the supreme authority was to take the vessel. But information was privately 
sent to one Joaquim Moreira Pinto, an adopted Brazilian subject, and a notorious 
slave trader, and one of those engaged in the Insurance Company, established 
unblushingly here for the insurance of slave vessels ; and in consequence, canoes 
were sent outside the harbour to land the Africans. 

Of course, when the ** Constantia " sailed, she found the '' Doze de Outubro " 
without negroes on board. 
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The Commander of the " Cawtantia ** had l)een told by more than one person 
before he sailed, what would be the issue of his cruize ; and although the equip- 
ment and exti-a water-casks, and the stench peculiar to slavers, sufficientiy 
proved the nature of the vessel, the Commander did not bring her into port as 
a prize. This vessel belongs to one Joao Pereira and his brotlier, native oi 
Madeira. The Undersigned could name the person who (however incredible it 
may appear) fonvarded the information that defeated the just and praiseworthy 
intentions of the executive on this occasion^ but does not think it expedient so to 
do at present. 

It is with unfeigned regret, that the Undersigned perceives, that the means and 
power of the Impericd Government, are not exerted with energy or frankness, to 
put down the increasing and glaring evil of the importation of Africans. The 
mere fonuB of law are made use of, rather to protect than to bring to light the real 
employment of slavers, as well on leaving this harbour, as on their entrance. A 
Juiz de Paz goes through the form of examination; asks of the parties interested a 
few questions^ and then absolves them of all crime ; when it is notorious as the sua 
at noon-day, that these vessels are employed solely by, and for the slave-traders ; 
and that a certain sum is paid per head, as a per centage on all the unfortunate 
victims of these unprincipled speculators, and their abettoi*s in authority, whether 
unworthily belonging to this Efmpire, or abusing the flag of Portugal, — and this 
daily, under the very face of the Government, and in direct violation of the laws of 
this country, as weu as of its Treaties with foreign nations. ^ • 

The Undersigned subjoins an extract from the log-book of Her Majesty's ship, 
*' Herald," which examined a vessel under Brazilian colours, only a few days from 
this port, completely fitted up for the Slave Trade, yet was suffered unmolested to 
leave the harbour, by the connivance of the authorities. 

But it may be answered, and has been ur^ed, that although there may be a 
moral certainty of the guilt of many principals and their accomplices, in these 
criminal proceedings, yet a legal conviction is very difficult, and when tJie corrup- 
tion arising from the practice of slave-dealing is so universal as it is here, next to 
impossible. To a certain degree, this argument may be admitted as partially 
accounting for the uninterrupted impunity, with which these violations of law and 
morality are perpetrated. The Undersigned is aware, that in all the late cases of 
slavers captured, such threats have been neld out against the persons and lives of 
those who might be employed to bring the truth to light, before the Mixed Com- 
mission, that they have been deterred from acting, and nothing but the open clear- 
ness of the guilt of the parties, could have procured their condemnation, under the 
extreme disadvantages of the position of the prosecutors. 

But when a tangible and positive mode of interfering with the illegal practices of 
these criminals, is within the undisputed power of the administration, it behoves it 
to put in force that power, or to incur the possible imputation of indifference on the 
subject, if not approbation of these infractions of law and Treaty, The Under- 
signed alludes to the right possessed by the Government, of sending a foreigner out 
of the country, particularly when vehement suspicion exists, or when, in the absence 
of merely legal proof, moral certainty of guilt is evident. 

In the relatorioofHis Excellency, Senhor Vasconcellos, the Minister of Justice 
to the Legislative Assembly, he states, under the head of Police, that in December 
of 1837, a French watehmaker> named Megrat, was robbed. Two foreigners were 
suspected of the crime, and apprehended ; tor want of proofs, they would have been 
liberated ; but> as they were foreigners, the Government shipped them on board a 
vessel for Cowes. 

A similar instance of the Government sending out of the country a foreigner 
accused of crime, when there was a deficiency of proof to convict them, occurred 
last year; a person named Vizon was accused of passing false paper money, and 
was sent to Europe. 

In 1834, Auastasio Joze Ribeiro, the owner of the " Maria de Gloria,'* cap- 
tured with Africans on board, was ordered by the Government to leave the country ; 
and although he afterwards found means by bribery to evade the sentence, it was 
not the less undisputed. 

It follows, therefore, that the Imperial Government has only to determine sin- 
cerely, to act in conformity with the assurances, that the Undersigned has so 
frequently received, and which have been so often repeated on former occasions to 
his Court, as well as in accordance with their positive engagements, to give a severe 
blow to the illegal and disastrous efforts of the slave-traders, principally Portu- 
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guese^ who ioundate this country with the barbarism and indolence of Africa, 
which every enlightened Btatesman, who has the^ood of Brazil at heart, wishes to 
see replaced by me intelligence and activity of European colonists, in aid (^ the 
improving habits and industry of the Brazilian working classes, the developement 
of whose energies is effectually retarded by this fatal traffic. 

The Undersigned will, on a fitting occasion, furnish the Imperial Govemmeot 
with a list of those persons, chiefly Portuguese, who disgrace their own country, 
/and inflict much evil on this, by carrymg on this unlawful trade ; and has fiill 
confidence in the result of the energetic measures which he doubts not will, in 
iconsequence, be adopted by the Government of His Imperial Majesty. 

With respect to the embargoes, the admission of which is a received practice 
peculiar to Brazilian tribunes, the Queen's Government has, as the Imperial 
Government is long since aware, instructed Her Majesty's Commissioners to dis« 
^pense with the admission of them in future, whether on the part of the captors, 
or the slave-vessels. And although this may appear a formality that (particular^ 
in the present cases of the " Diligente'* and " FeUzy' where no possible doubt 
-can exist of the conviction of the vessels captured,) is rather unimportant, yet, as 
it may in some cases cause considerable delay, and consequently increased ecpen- 
diture, (the excess of which, beyond the proceeds of the vessel, will, however, £all 
upon the Imperial (jovernment,) it is highly expedient no longer to tolerate a 
usage interpolated in the proceedings of the Commission. 

. Besides, if the concession be unimportant, its refusal is the more calculated to 
shew an animtis, — a feeling of unwillingness to act in conformity with the just 
views of the Queen's Government, that the Undersi^ped is far from desirous of 
attributing to the enlightened Government of Brazil. It must be remembered, 
that the Mixed Commission is not a Brazilian tribunal, and as well might the 

S^uliar forms of British Jurisprudence be introduced in its practice, as those of 
razil ; neither, however, are admissible. The laws by which the Commissioners 
are to be solely guided, consist in the stipulations of the convention imder which 
they are named, and the instructions that they may from time to time receive from 
their respective Governments ; therefore it depends at present entirely on the in- 
structions given by the Imperial Government, to do away at once with a form 
which has been tacitly tolerated, till found imnecessarily to clog the proceedings 
of the Mixed Court. 

That they are dispensed with in all other Commissions, is, it is feared, an addi- 
tional prooi of the difficulty of obtaining for the prosecution of cases connected 
with the Slave Trade, the same countenance on the part of the Imperial Govern- 
ment as is afforded in all others. 

At this moment a Mixed Brazilian and Portuguese Court is sitting, and every 
day pronouncing sentences to which no embargoes are admitted. In the Mixed 
Court also, named for the liquidation of the prize claims between Great Britain 
and Brazil, the agent for the British claimants, on more than one occasion, pre- 
sented embargoes, which were uniformly rejected, — as the sentences were declared 
jfinaL In short it is useless to multiply examples ; the Undersigned has only to 
fulfil the instructions of his Court, in requiring at the hands of the Imperial Go- 
vernment the fulfilment of their engagements, and that, conformably to their 
repeated assurances of adherence, in all matters relating to the Slave Trade, they 
will cause an instruction to be addressed to their Commissioners, to reject all em- 
bargoes that may henceforward be presented to the sentences of the commission. 

The refusal of so just and simple a proposal, made in the interests of Brazil, 
cannot be anticipated by the Undersigned, but should, unfortunately, any sinister 
influence interest itself so far for the dealers in human beings, as to interpose 
difficulties in the way of that frank and sincere adoption of the proposed measure, 
which the Undersigned is prepared to expect, he can only lament the probable 
consequences of tlus unfriendly demonstration, and must, beforehand, exonerate 
himself from having in any way contributed to the state of things that may ensue. 
It has been his constant endeavour to preserve the utmost good feeling and ami- 
cable understanding in relation to this painful subj^^ct, as well as in regard to all 
other questions between the two Governments, and he would deplore the unfortu- 
nate tenacity which should uphold any part of a system calculated, even in appear- 
ance, to encourage and protect these enemies of the law and humanity, whom it is 
the duty, and should be the inclination, of every wise and civilized Government 
to crush by every means in their power. 

The Undersigned trusts that the Imperial Government will not be backwatd in 
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ginog a proof of their intention to support the exertions of tiiat of Great Britain^ 
to put an end to the Slave Trade> by not only acceding to the proposed non«4«cep<^ 
tion of embargoes by the Mixed Court, but by using every eflFort that their military 
and naval resources may leave at their disposal, to seek out and bring to justice the 
violators of the law on this head. The Imperial Government will find a ready 
assistance on the part of Her Majesty's officers in any branch of the Queen's ser- 
vice. Should additional force be required, in aid of that of His Imperial Majesty, to 
root out and destroy the haunts of tne slave dealers, and' other pirates, to whom he 
has already alluded, it will be readily furnished, and the Undersigned will hail with 
the greatest satisfaction any demonstration of a real and practiced co-operation, on 
the part of the Imperial Government. 

But whether or not the Councils of this Empire are so constituted, that the good 
intentions of the Government are unfortunately not permitted to be carried into 
effect, it becomes the imperative duty of the Undersigned to remind the Imperial 
Government, by order of his Court; that Great Britain has resolved, in conjunction 
with her Allies^ to put an end to the Slave Trade, nor will she be deterred by any 
•bstaoles, o£ whatever nature, and, however painful to the friendly feelings whicL 
actuate her towards Braeil, from promptly using the means she possesses, in order ' 
to cavry into effect this her resolutioUi dictated at once by justice, humanity, and 
policy. 

The Undersis&ed^ knowing the just and honourable feelings and principles oa 
this subject of Senhor Maciel Monteiro, implores His ExceUency to use his best 
efforts to induce the Imperial Government to act sincerely in accordance with thati 
of Her Majesty, in contributing to the extinction of the Slave Trade, and at the 
present moment, as an earnest of future harmony and good intelligence, to accede 
to the proposed suppression of a cumbrous and inapplicable technicality, in tha 
forms of procedure of the Mixed Commission Court. 

The Undersigned avails, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. OUSELEY. 

His RxceUencg Senhor M. Monteiro, 
8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Second Enclosure in No. 73; 



Numier of Afrieems ittegedfy imported into the Harbour of Rio de Janeiro and 
its Fieinity, during" Hie last rix months of the year 1838. 

July • . •. • ^ • • . 1,928 
August •••••••• 889* 

September 8,828] 

October 4,676 

Novenber. »»».«».«.• a»656 
DMember •. • » « ^ . * .. 4,668 

19,645 

Thk is the nmnber of negroes ascertained, without a doubt, to have been im- 

Sorted in vessels all under the Portuguese flag during six months : in the month of 
une 3,863 were imported. But if we take into consideration the vessels which 
have clandestinely landed Africans on the coast of this Province, the number would 
be much greater. In the whole year 84 slave vessels have entered this port almost 
Cfpeolj, going through the formality, become almost ridiculous, of being examined 
by a JFuiz de Paz, and imported 36,974 negroes with impunity ; but the real num:- 
ber imported into this Province is probably 40,000 or upwards. 
These 84 vessels were all undw the Portuguese flag. 



Third Enclosure in No. 73. 

Information taken from the BoaanRng Book ofHerSRyestffa Ship •* Herdd," 

On the 9th'Oetober, 1838^ the ''Herald'' &11 m with the brigantine ''Felm 
Aurora,"^ wnder Brazilian eolcmrs, of 166 tons, J. Caetauo, Master and Owner* 

^^ Tbs IfwiMi ^efttoekedt ud a coBflagaent UmUmi imrtniMim 

R2 
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This vessel belonged to Rio de Jaseiro, whence she sailed on the SOth September, 
was completely equipped and fitted for slaves, having two lar^e winter casks upon 
deck> extending nearly one-third on each side of the deck, fitt^with separate boi&es 
for slaves, had large brick-built ccmpers, and had the Log completely written every 
day, showing that she left Rio in the state we met her in. 

(Signed) JOHN NIAS, Captairu 



No. 74. 
'Mr. Otaeley to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received March 20.) 

(Extract.) Rio de Janeiro^ January 21, 1839. 

An article appeared two or three days ago in a morning paper of this 
capital, publishing a Petition to the Emperor of Brazil from the Proctor or Ad- 
vocate ot the Slave-trader in the case of tne '* DiUgentCj' lately condemned by the 
Mixed Commission, to the effect that His Imperiiu Majesty is implored to cause 
instructions to be issued to the Commission to accept the embargoes jH^sented by 
the petitioner, and making some observations calculated to influence the public 
mind on a subject which, like all those relating to the measures suppressive of the 
Slave Trade, causes irritation and general excitement in this country, but partica« 
larly at the seat of government. 

I have the honour to subjoin a copy and translation of this article, together with 
those of a reply to it, which appeared in the same journal that had published the 
petition. 

Enclosure in No. 74. 

(Translation.) {^Extract from a Newspaper.) 

Mr. Eihtor, 

As the Question of the Portuguese brig schooner *' Diligente,'' captured by 
Her Britannic Majesty's ship " Electra," has attracted the public attention, and 
called forth universal interest, I have to request that you will publish the following 
petition made by the solicitor for the vessel, and addressed to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, in order that the Commission may be instructed to receive the embargoes 
offered against that sentence, inasmuch as the Mixed Brazilian and British Ck>m- 
mission replied to that petition that *^(here was a difference of opinion between the 
two Judges, and therefore that the Claimant might appeal to whomsoever he 
thinks fit:' 

The copies which I am now procuring of the documents on this subject I shall 
gradually publish, in order that the pubnc may be made acquainted with its pitiful 
puerilities. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) IMPARTIAL. 

" Sire, 

** The solicitor, Joao Manoel Pereira Silva, comes before your Imperial 
Majesty to implore that the Mixed Brazilian and British Commission may be in- 
structed to receive the embargoes offered by the petitioner to their sentence, in the 
case pending between the parties as Captor, William Preston, Commander of Her 
Britannic iMajesty's ship '' Electra," and as defendant, the Captain of the Portuguese 
schooner ** Diligente^' inasmuch as it considers itself authorized to condemn a 
vessel as a good prize, while that sentence recognizes her to be Portuguese pro- 
p«iy. 

*^ The legislature by which we are governed, by the ordinance contained in the 
3rd Book, Chapters 87 and 88, having established the principle that ''embargoes'* 
may be offered to any sentence whatever, which it may be wished to alter, and 
" embargoes^' being ** resorts'* in law, essentially differing from '* appeals,'' not 
only in their nature, but also in their means and effects, inasmudi as the former 
are directed to the same Judges who gave the sentence which it is desirable to 
reform, and cannot be accepted unless they contain new and relevant matter, oon? 
stituting in some sort a petition, that the Judge will further analyse^ revise, and 
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rgiidge the questkm; whereas '"appeah*' are re^rte ha4 to other and su|)erior 
tribunals, which take cognizance of the judgments of infericMr GouiNis, and th^ 
Treaty of 181 5, and the additional Convention of 1817, conchided betti^een Portugal 
and England, and adopted by Brazil, on prohibiting " appeah** from the sentences 
of the Mixed Brazilian and British Commission ; inasmuch as it does not acknow- 
ledge any superior tribimal in its peculiar attributes, the principle is clear and 
indisputable that to these sentences embargoes may be offered, so long as an act of 
the Legislative Assembly does not establish the contrary. 

" Moreover every precedent is in favour of this theory ; inasmuch as the Mixed 
Commission has already received embargoes not only on one occasion, but on 
several, and as instances the petitioner will cite the vessels * Fhr de Loanda,* 
• CcBsaty and * Brilhante.^ 

^^Au^orized, therefore, by this general principle of law, applicable to the 
present case, the petitioner presented his embargoes to the sentence of the Com- 
mission which condemned tne Portuguese schocmer ^ DiUgente^' and he received 
the following reply to his application*-that ^lliere was a disagreement between 
the two Juc^es, but that the petitioner might apply to whensoever he judged 
proper/ 

''In consequence of which reply, the petitioner protested against the execution 
of the sentence, embargoes being still pending which were yet undecided, though 
presented within the term allowed by law : and that, consequently, the sentence 
could not be definitwe. 

** And he has thought it right to request Your Imperial Majesty, to deiga to 
order that the commission shaU accept the embargoes according to their weight 
and merits, that they may proceed to a definitive judgment ; tha-eby upholding the 
dignity and decorum of the Brazilian judge, who also contends for their recep- 
tion. 

'* It is not sufficient that appeal be denied, that there is no resource left open, 
that the citizens who may be judged by the Mixed Commission, are deprived of 
every guarantee ? Must also their only remaining privilege be removed, that of 
offering embargoes ? 

** Your petitioner prays and hopes that your Imperial Majesty, on consideration 
of what he has alleged, will deign to accede to his request. 

" And your Petitioner will ever pray. 

(Signed) " JOAO MANGEL PEREIRA DA SILVA " 



Second Enclosure in No. 79. 

(Translation.) {Extract from a Newspaper^ 

Mr. Editor, 

In your paper of the 15th instant, there is a letter published, signed ironically 
I suppose, *'Um ImparcicU,'' and forwarding a copy of a petition to His Imperial 
Majesty, imploring that orders be given to the Brazilian and British Mixed Com- 
mission, to receive embargoes in the case of the brig schooner " Diligentey' con- 
demned for introducing Africans into this country. 

The ignorance shown by the writer of the petition, of the very nature of a Mixed 
Commission can scarcely be real, he is the legal adviser of the delinquents in 
this case, and can surely only feign a want of knowledge of the subject, to give 
him a fair excuse for making public a pretended petition to the Sovereign 
power. 

In the first place, he must be aware that a Mixed Commission cannot be ordered 
by any one Government to adopt any measures in common ; each Government can 
onW address instructions to its own Commissioner, separately and respectively. 

Secondly, — It is not the code of laws of Brazil, that is to guide the judgments of 
the Mixed Conunission ; as well might the British Commissioners insist that the 
peculiar forms of English common or statute law should be the rule for the pro- 
ceedings of the Mixed Court, as the Brazilians contend for the exclusive observance 
of the legal usages of this empire. 

The Mixed C<»nmission is of a diplomatic nature ; as a court, Ita only statutes are 
contained in the Articles of a Convention ad hoc^ between the two high contracting 
parties, and its proceedinp may be modified by such istruetions as it may receive 
from time to time, from the Governments by which it is appointed* 



Digitized by 



Google 



136 BRAZIL, 

Thirdly. — An to precedents/ erery example of Mixed Commbsbns is s^^ioBt 
the view taken by tile petitionee. The yery Brazilian and Portuguese Conmiission 
now sitting here^ does not admit of embargoes to its daily sentences. Wheatiia. 
Comnussion sat some years ago for the liquidation of the prize cMms, tiien La dis^ 
cussion between Brazil and Great Brkain, the agent for the olaimants wished to 
oppose embargoes to tiie decisions of t^at Court, but they were invariably rejected^ 
and tile answer given that the sentences were final, as they are in. fact declared bjr 
Treaty to be in the present commission. With inspect to the *^ MriUumte** k was 
only on the express condition tiiat it was not to be considered a pceoedent, tliat the 
embargoes were admitted, and the previous toleration of ti^m was never&.fi)iEmal 
acquiescence. 

Finally, the petitioner considers, or affects to consider the MSjbsd €ommifttton a 
Brazilian Tribunal, and declaims on the dignity and decorum of the bendbu He 
forgets that the circumstance of the Brazilian Gommissioni^b^g otiierwise a le^. 
functionary, is purely accidental; Oommissioners under Treaties are diplomatia, 
not judicial agents^ and most of those composing them are not legalcharacters ; nor 
is it necessary, as they have to abide by the express Articles of a Convention. 

It would be giving the Brazilian Commissioner an immense advantage, if he- 
was to bring to bear his extensive knowledge of Brazilian law,, backeid by his 
talents and weU-eamed reputation, in support of any difference he might have widi 
his British colleague^ who is not a lawyer, at any rate not a Brazilian' lawy^er, aad 
only looks to the Treaty and his instructions. 

(Signed) -AUDI ALTERAM PARTEM." 



No. 75. 
VUcount Pcdmerston to Mr-. Ouseley. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 25, 1839. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you a copy of a Be^iatch, aad of its Enclosores, 
which I have received from Her Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone, giving 
an account of the case of the slave-vesssel the " Veloz^' detained and condemned 
for having been engaged in &ave Trade, contrary to the Conventions between 
Great Britain and Portugal. 

Although the vessel, the " Velozy' bore the flag of Portugal, and was furnished 
with Portuguese papers, the adventure in which she was engaged was Brazilian. 
She cleared out from Pernambuco, uid was at Ihat time fitted out for Slave Trade^ 
and had on board a large quantity of slave-irons, and could not, under these cir- 
cumstances, have commenced her illegal undertaking, without the connivance of 
the authorities of the place from which she sailed. 

Her owner was Avizedo Lisboa, a resident at Pernambuco. He was also the 
owner of her cargo ; and her slaves were to have been landed at Piemambuco on 
his account, and at his risk. 

The papers which weve found on board tite ^"^Veloz " contain indisputable evi- 
dence, that Slave Trade is carried on in Bra^dl to an enormous extent, upoa a 
re^arly-organized system. 

From these papers it appears, that, ia the year 1836, an association^ or yomk^ 
stock company, was formed at Pernambuco £Dr the purposes of Slajire Trade. This: 
association consisted of twenty individuals, each of whom subscribed four miUiong 
of reis, thus creating a capital of eighty millions of reis. J. T. de Avizedo LidiMai8« 
the owner of the '' yeloz^' is the treasurer of the company : Manoel Alves Gkieisra, 
and Joaquim Leonardeo d'Oliveira Guimariens, two ol^r slaveholders of thet 
company, are assistants to the treasurer al Peraambuoo. The compaajf hove 
a skve-factory, on a very extensive scale, at Benin ; and throe agents have been 
^pcHnted to purchase daves, and to assist the operations of the company in thalL 
neighbourhood. Joao Baptista Cesar, tiie oonamee of the '' Vdw!* is one q£ 
those agents: he re^des at Benin. Antonio Fez Vianna, wother of tiieae 
agents, resides at Princes Island, in order to prodde supplies &»: tibe slaves. 
J. T. de A. LidK>a, the treasurer, conducts the mercantile business of Messrs. 
A de S3vs^ merchants at Pernambuco. The wife and fenily of J. B, Ge%ar> tl^ 
agent at BeiHa, live at Pfemambuco ; and J. B. Cezar has \msk oarjrying oa bwir^ 
ness as a mercantile agent at that place. 
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The brig " Camoens,*' restored under the cirGumstancefi detailed in the accompa-* 
nying x^py of a Despatch from Sierra Xieone, was the first vessel ; and the brig 
*' f^eloz " was the second vessel, sent out by tlds company. The instructions given 
to the vessels to enable them to avoid cairf;ure are remarkable for the precautions, 
which the masters of those vessek are desired to use, for the evasions they are 
directed to practice, for the false statements they are enjoined io make»in order 
to prosecute with impunity their nefarious traffic^ 

You will communicate these papers to the Brazilian Government, and express 
the hope of Her Majesty's Government, that the information which these docun^ents 
oontain, will enable that Government to obtain evidence, sufficient for the purpose 
of puni^ng the violation of the laws passed by Brazil against Slave Trade.; and 
Her Majesty's Government trusts, that the Brazilian Ministers will not lose the 
opp<»i;unity thus offered them, of giving to the world an unequivocal proof of their 
desire to put down that traffic ; and that they will cause a strict investigation to be 
made into the statements respecting the Slave Trade Association, and will enforce 
rigidly upon the culprits the penalties, which the laws of Bra:dl prescribe for such 
offenders. I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

W. G. Ouseley, Esq., 

8fc. 8fc. 8^c. 

Enclosure in No. 75. 
Sierra Leone Commissioners, May 30, 1838. 
(See Class A, First Series, No. 32, page 43.) 

:No. 76. 

Viscount Pahnerston to Mr. Ouseky. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 1, 1839^ 

Your Despatch marked " Slave Trade, C<mfidential," of the 19th of Janu- 
ary, 1839, lias been received. 

I entirely approve the note which you addressed to M. Monteiro, on the 13th of 
January, 1839, and in which you added to your representations against the con- 
tinuance of embargoes, remonstrances to the Brazilian Grovemment upon other sub- 
jects, connected with the conduct of the Imperial Authorities as to the Slave Trade ; 
and I approve of your having therein m-gently called upon the Government of 
Brazil, for a frank and cordial co-operation with the Government of GrMt Britain 
in the suppression of that trade. I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

To W. G. Ouseley, JBsq. 
&c. 8fc. 8fc. 

No. 77. 

M. Lishoa to Ptscaunt Talmerston. 

Le Soussign^, Charg6 d' Affaires de Sa Majesty L'Empereur du Bresil, a 
r honneur de porter a la connaissance de Son Excellence M. le Vicomte Pal- 
merston. Principal Secretaire d'Etat de Sa Me^este la Reine d'Angleterre au 
Departement des Affaires Etrangferes, une importante mesure que Son Gouverne- 
ment vient d' adopter, par rapport aux jugemens prononces par la Commission 
Mixte Br^silienne et Anglaise, scant a Rio de Janeiro. 

C'est en presence des avis officiels, qu'il a re^us par la malle de ce jour, que le 
Sous8ign6 i rhomieur d'annoncer A Lord Pahnerston, qu'aux sentences femanees de 
la susdite Commission Mixte ne sera plus applicable le recours des *' Embargos ;" les 
cas memes qui s'y trouvent actuellement soumis seront dfejk assujettis a cette r^gle, 
qm, outre Tavantage essentiel d'un proces sommaire, etablira une conformity neces- 
saire avec les travaux de la Commission Mixte ^tablie k Sierra Leone. 
^ LeSouBsigne vient d'apprendre par la meme voie un acte de rigueur, dont a 
ete Tobjet un des employes du Gouvernement Imperial, contre qui la Legation de 
Sa MjB^est^ Britannique a fait parvenir des plamtes s&rieuses: il se fHicite de 
pouvoir ajouter, qu'on allait prendre les mesuces les plus ^nergiques contre qui- 
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conque, directement ou indirectement, protegera I'iifame tmite des noira, au mepns t 
du noble but, que les deux Couronue*^ ont4oul« atteindi-e en ratifiant k Gonvenum ^ 
du 28 Juillet, 1837. '.,..." 

Le Soussigne s'estime heureox de pouvoir ainsi citer k Son Eiccellence des fait» 
authentiques, a Tappui des Assurances qu'il a derni^jriioient eu I'honneur de lid • 
donner sur les efforts sincSres de*son Gouvernement, pour que le^ clauses' de la ■ 
Convention de 1826, sortent l*ur entier et'plein effet. 

Des infractions nombreuses out kH malheureusement commises ; mak loj^oas- * 
sign6 Ta d^ji soutenu, et 11 a Vhonneur de le rfepfeter a Lord Palmerston, le 
Gouvernement Imperial le dfeplore aussi amSrement que qui c^ soit, et^estWen 
decide a ne n^gliger aucun som, pour mettre un terme au fatal aveugldinent d# 
eux qui s'en rendront odieusement les auteurs. * 

Le Soussigne, &c. « 

(Sigfafe) MARQUES LfSBOA/ 

32, Dorset Square, 8 Avrih 1839. 
h Son ExceUence Vicomte Palmerston, 

8fc. Sfc. Sfc • • r * • • 



Translation. 

The Undersigned, &c. has the honour io make known to His Excellency 
Viscount Palmerston, &c., an important measure which his Government has just 
adopted, with reference to the judgments pronounced by the'Mixefl Brazilian and 
English Commission, sitting at Rio de Janeiro. 

It is with the official notincation^ which he has received by this day's fhail, before 
him, that the Undersigned has i)^ honour to announce Io Lord Palmerston, that* 
recourse Avill not be permitted to be had to ". Embargoes '* in sentences emanating 
from the above-named Mixed Commission. Even the oases now actually betore 
the Court will be subject to this rule, which, besides the essential advantage of , 
being a summary process, will establish the requisite conformity with the proceed- 
ings of the Mixed Commission established at Sierra Leone. ' 

The Undersigned learns, by the same means, an act of rigour, the object of 
which was a person employee^ by the Imperial Government, against whom the 
Legation of Her Britannic Majesty had made serious complaints. He is happy to 
be able to add, that the most energetic measures were about to be takeii-agayist 
whosoever, directly or indirectly, should protect the infamous traffic in slaves, in 
Respite of the noble end which the two Crowns wished to attain in ratifying the 
Convention of July 28, 1837. 

The Undersigned thinks himself fortimate tQ be thus able to fiite to His Excel- 
lency authentic facts, in support of the assurances which hC has recently had the 
hooour to give, of the sincere efforts of his Government, to give full and entire 
effect to the clauses of the Convention of 1826. 

Numerous infractions have unhappily been committed ; but the Undersigned « 
has already maintained, and has now the honour to repeat to Lord Palmerston^ ' 
that the Imperial Government deplores it as bitterly aj^ any one; and is quite*, 
decided not to neglect any means for putting an end to the fatal blindness of those 
with whom they may originate. • ■• 

The Undersigned, &c. 

(Signed) MARQUES LISBOAJ^ 

32, Dorset Square, 8 April 1839. * 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, GJD.B. *• 

8fc. 8fc. Sfc. ^ 



No. 78. 

Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received AprU 17.) ^ 

{Extract.) Rio de Janeiro, February \Ji, 1839. 

On communicating to the officerslcommanding Her Majesty's ships of war oa 
this station the opinion given by Her Majesty's Commissioners, as to the liability to 
detention, and probable condemnation4)f vessels fitted for the Slave Trade, although 
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' ^ . i^lk tsyiAg negroes on board^ (a^entione^^ nny JOespatcb, Slave Trade^ of the 1 5th 

, **" January,) I found ^ey wefe of bpinion^[%at the instructions or p£U)er8 alluded 

^ might be some that had lately been drai^ up^ and with which taey were not 

r #H}^vide<L ^ ^ • • * . 

- In order \p i^move doubts on the part of liaval officers, that mi^ht interfere with 
^ * the acthe exercise of thdr duties, I addrf;ssed a letter to Her Majesty's Commis* 
ir siqfien, r^uesting a positive and explan^toj^ answer on this head ; and on the 
» • receipt of their reply, I communijpatecf it tq Captain Herbert, and have reason to 
% hope th^t all' hei^tion, a^ to the propriety of detaining vessels, under the circum- 
stances mentioQ^d, Is now removed. 

I have the honour t^ enclose copies of the correspondence that has taken place 
on this subject. "" • , , - 
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' 4 . First Enclosure in No. 78. 

Mr. Qfiseky to Her Majesty* s Commissioners. 

Gentlbmen, * Rio de Janeiro^ Janmry 21*«, 1839. 

Referring to. your ntoteof the 1 2th instant, respecting the slaver " Feliz 
Aurora,'' overhauled* by Her Majesty's ship " Herald,'* on whiph I addressed 
you on the 9th instant,^ some of the officers of Her Majesty's 'squadron have 
requested to know' what papers are alluded to iu your note, as necessary to 
authorize 'the detention, by ships of war under their command, of vessels, without 
*negroe§*on board, equipped for the Slave Trade. ^ 

To avoid the possibility of any misconception on this point, I have to request 
that yovL will be good enough to furnish me with the exact designation of the papers 
in question, in order to be enabled to convey from the best authority the informa- 
tion required., % 

■* I have, &c. 

(Signed) * W. G. OUSELEY. 

. P.S. Owing to the departure of the packet, I have only time to acknowledge, 
the*reqpipt of your note of this day's date, and its enclosure, this moment received, 
and to thank you for the information it contains. 

(Signed) W. G. O. 

To Her Majesty^ Commissioners, ^ 
Sfc. , 8fc.' ^Sfc. * 



Second Eftclosure in No. 78. 



t* Her Majesty^s Commissioners to Mr. Ov^eley. 

Sir, , *" Rio de Janeiro, 23rrf January, 1839. 

YauR letter of the 21st^iqstantdid not reach us till this morning. 
^ it you request to be furnished by us with the exact designation of the papers 
allutled to in our jiote of the 12th instant. 

On refefiing to that note^ we find no faention whatever of papers. The proviso 
to which, we presume, you refer, contemplated only the '* Instructions" required by 
the Treaty. Bui we cannot, perhaps, better answer your inquiiy, than by com- 
municating to you a copy of tne Despatch which we addressed to Viscount Pal- 
nierston on the subject. 

^^\^e have 8lc 
(Signed) ' GEORGE JACKSON. 
To W. G. Otiseiey, Egq., * FREDERICI^ GRIGG. 

Sfc. V- ^• 
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ThirdEiick)a*reiiiNo;78. ^ r * 

^ ' * * - ■•' 

Mr. dus^kjf to Captain Herbert, R.N. 

Sir, ^ Riode Janeiro^ 2Ath January, 1839. 

With reference to our converaation of the other day^ I enclose for yom 
information, and that of other officers in command of Her Majesty's ships of war • 
on this station; copies of a reply, and of its enclosures, from Her Majesty's Com* 
missioners, to inquiries made as to the nature of the instructions required for de- 
taining slavers under Brazilian colours, not actually having Africans on board. 

You will perceive by these papers that the British Commissioners are of opinion 
that such vessels are liable to capture and condemnation, and that no other docu- 
ment or instructions are required to authorise their detention than those 4iitherto 
furnished to vessels of war destined to cruize against slavers under the Brazilian 
flag, in conformity with the Articles of the Treaty for the Slave Trade Sup- 
pression. ^ " 

It will, I should think, be highly satisfactory to the Queen's Government, and ' 
much conduce to an object that it has greatly at heart, viz., the complete extinc- 
tion of the traffic in Africans, that this opinion be acted upon by the officers of 
Her Majesty's squadron ; and should any further communication on this subject 
be, in your opinion, advisable, I shall gladly emjdoy every means that can possibly 
be within reach of Her Majesty's Legation to contribute to carrying into real 
effect the Convention for the Suppression of the Slave Trad^. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. G. OUSEI^EY. 

P.S. I take the liberty of recommending that this correspondence, as supple- 
mentary to my note to the Commander of Her Majesty's naval forces on this |^ 
tion, be communicated to Commodore SuUvan by the first eligible opportunity Coat 
may offer for sending to Montevideo. 

(Signed) W. G. O. 

Captain Herbert, 
Sfc. 6fc. -Sfc. 



No. 79. 
• Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston.-^^Reeeived April 17.) 

(Extract.) Rio de Janeiro, February 16th, 1839. 

iMMEtoiATKLY upou the receipt of the answer to my note of the 15lh ult, 
enclosed in my Despatch, Slave Trade, of 19th ult., there appeared in the papers 
of this capital a comparative statement of the naval forces of England, France 
Russia, and the United States, in which our navy was represented as positively' 
inferior in force and eflBcacy to those of France and Russia, wad proportionately to 
that of the United States. These statements weretnade principally on the autho- 
rity of certain papers published in England. 

A counter statement, which has appeared lately in some English papers, gi^ng 
exact lists, and putting in a fair light the relative sti'ength and efficacy of the prin- 
cipal navies of the world, has also been published in the two leading journals of 
this place. 

By Lisbon papera, lately received here, it appears that they have republished , 
there tlie petitions, and calumnious and outrageously false statements, which were 
made here on the subject of the treatment of the prisoners on board the " Flor d e 
Loanda,'^ by the officers of Her Majesty's squadron. 

I have the honour to transmit also a counter-statement published here in thii 
name of the officer in charge of the *' Flor de Loanda.'* 

The Portuguese Consul-General and Charg6 d'Affidres has lilely made public, 
in the papers of Rio de Janeiro, the intention of his Government to colonise Angola 
and other African possessions, and offers facilities and assistence to the emigrants 
who have arrig«d, and continue to come in considerable numbers from Idsbon, 
Oporto, and tlie Azores, in proceeding from" hence to Angola. It appears to be 
the serious intenjion of Portugal to make use of the resources of their African 
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pMses^ioDS, and to endeatoup to enter U|1D ^oraipe^on with Brazil in the, produc- 
* tiou of coffee, sugar, &c. Long articles have lately been published in the Rio 
journals, describing the Portuguese coloiiies in Africa, their capabilities, and the 
expediency of giving a full development to their i»sources. It is satisfactory to 
observe that some of the statements, which are made with considerable ability, 
mention that the great obstacle which has hithei-to been opposed to the improve- 
ment and prosperity of Angola and the other Portuguese possessions, is the Slave 
Tcade ; and point out how far more really profitable would be the cultivation of 
the extremely fertile soil, and the encoura^ment of general commerce. 

The statements are not made by the Portuguese Consul-General, but are, it 
appears, inserted by order of the Portuguese Goverbtnent ; and if their declared 
intention of colonising and improving the African colonies is fully i6arried into 
execution, the Slave Trade may be much impeded, perhaps ultimately suppressed, 
wherever these salutary mesEisures are adopted. 



(Trandation.) " * Enclosure in No. 79. 

Letter jmblUhed in the Rio de Janeiro newspaper ^ Jornal do Commercio,'' of the 

llth August, 1838. 

^ Rio de ^neiroy an hoard the schooner *^ Flor de Loanda,** 

Mr. Editor, ^ July 30th, 1838. 

A« there have been published in tdie Jornal do Commerdo Bome letters 
relating to the treatment of the Master and other individuals found on board the 
^ slaver •* Flor de Loanda,' after she had been detained by Her Britannic Majesty's 
ship ''The Rover," on the llth of April last, I appeal to you. Sir, under the con- 
viction that, admitting the maxim of audi alteram partem, you will do me^ 
as tlie officer entmsted with the care of the vessel, the favour of causing to be 
published in your journal the following observations, in reply to the Id&stB re* 
ferredto. 

The great tftssue of falsities and absurdities, which I have at this moment before 
me, deserves no answer ; but, in order to disabuse the respectable portioa of your 
readers, ' and to state the real facts of the case, I have selected the only pointc 
which involve complaints, and relate to the folio wiug charges : 

\. That the prisoners wene not permitted to hi^e comtananicatiop witib Atty 
person. 

2. That they i^cdved only half rations. * « 

3. That they were put in irons by order 4af the Commander of the '' Rover." 

4. That they were put m irons^ likewise, by ordar of the Coaamander of the 
^' Wizard," asid thrown into the bold. 

5. That the passenger of the name of Maia, on being attacked by the acwivy, 
had sot beefi allowed to go on dhore. 

To which I reply in the following maan^ : — ^The first complaint merits only 
an absolute denkd, inasmuch as acoess was never refused to any friend of the pri- 
soners. They received the clean Ui^n, fruits, and all the provisions brought them, 
Tvith the exception of spirits, wjiidi ^u*e prohibited, being ^n indulgence which 
ought to be strictly forbid, from being liable to abuses. 

They receive two-thirds of the rations of victuals, in confoiinity with the re- 
gulation of the British naval service, it being the same that is regularly allowed 
to every British sailor or soldiei*, when &ey .are en;J||arked as pas0ex\geiii» and not 
required to do any work. 

Barbosa, the master of the ''Flor de^Loanda " remained on board that vessel till 
the ^ Rover" came to an anchor in the port of Rio de Janeiro, when he was passed 
onboard the latter; and, in spite of ^ders to the •contrary, persisted in hailing boats 
to come alongside, for which miscoiiduct, and othei' refractory acts, he was put in 
irons,, only during. one night, a proceeding which is common, not only on board 
all the national ships of war, but also in merchant vessels. 

ThsA four passengers and four of the <irew of the ^' Flor de Loanda^'' being 
attacked by the scurvy, were allowed to disembark, 'an indulgence^ot pei*mitted 
according to the established regulations with respect to persons ^Ipountered on 
board slave'Vessels. > 
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,- That two of tli^ prisoners ^ boa^.f^^' 

were abo permitted to sleep during t^e fli^^ _ .— • ^ 

themselves, for assisting twp of^e slaves^to make th^r escape. I dscertai£edtlu4 
the two prisopers in question connived a^it, fcomthe confession of the o&ef pri- 
soners on board, who were privy to the .^rcuihstdnce; in consequence of 'w^ich 
I made an official report of the occurrence to Ldeutenaut Bower^ then thi gjfperior * 
British naval officer in this port. ^ *: 

On board the ^' Brilliant,'* also, a sentin<)I ^scovereB % man endeavoiffiagv^.^ 
tiirow overboard a sack, and who offered 100,000 reis for the permission of ' 
effecting it ; but the sentinel held a pistol to his breast, when he dropped the sack, 
which was found to contain a negro boyt This man was consequently put in 
irons, . and if he had been shot in the act, it would have been In eonformity with 
the usage of all natioAs under similar cifcumstances. ,'•**' ' s * 

On account of these •occurrences, as well as becau^ two other pri^n||p escacped 
from on board the " Wizard," it became necessary to put all'the prisoners inl^irons, 
from sunset to daylight next morning;* ];)ut at tjie intercession of the Charge 
d' Affaires, and Consul General of Portugal, through ftie intervAtioirtrf Wtrl Ste-* 
venson, this punishment was not inflicted on the two Captains. ^ ^^ ' 

Their treatment, in their situation, was always good, till their misconduct pJo- 
voked the adoption of these measures. Oqe of the passengers din^d in the gun- - 
room with the officers of the " Rover," tiU the nature of his rn^laiy rendered his 
removal indispensable, after which, his dinner was carriedJfim by a servant^f the 
officers. 

The Mate aod a boy were treated as persons belonging to the mKSs of the^ 
marines, till they too, having been attacked, were removed bn Aec\^ whither then: 
dinner was carried- them. 

The crew had the launch amid-ships allowed them, with an awning, and they 
.walked about without any constraint. * ^ 

The assertion of their having been thrown into tKe hold is another falsity, which 
is impudently alleged, as the forecastle was given up to thei^. 

I hope, however, that the period is not very distant, when the present systemjo( . 
forbearance on the part of Great Britain, of being satisfied merely with the coqclu- 
sion of Treaties, which are continually violated by the pirates, who traffic in^iuman 
flesh, will be followed by a shorter kind of process, more in accordance #ith real 
justice. ^ ^ * * 

If the passenger ]\faia was not allowed sooner to go on shore, it was entirely ift^ 
own fault, as the officer, in whose charge the " Flor de Dbanda"* was, has'in his^ 
possession a petition signed by Joao Fornjtiaria Duras, Jose Juiz d^'Oliveira, 
Manoel Jose Borger de Carvalho, and a boy, in consequence of which,. he allowed^ 
them to disembark. Maia might have obtained the same indulgence^ but thfhigh 
he Avas cognizant of those companions of his, having made such an applicdtion, he 
yet did not choose to be included in it, without alleging auy motive for this^ 
omission. 

The treatment of these persons on board the " Calliope,*' needs no explanation, 
as no specific complaint is alleged during the few days that ^hey \^re detained onr 
board tliat vessel, till their final transference on board the " Stag.** 

.Having been removed for good on board the * Stag,'J on the 4th July, it is mar- 
vellous that the petition, which coi^tains many pages of jfr'ague and general com- 
plaints of oppression, directed essentially agaihst the officers of that ship, should 
bear date of the 7th, so as to leave a vmy short space of time between the 4tli;* and 
the commencement of this precious document, for the accunmlated-Afferings there'* 
set forth. '*• ^^ 

The Commodore having, qn the 11th Jtily, obtained information'^of Ihis requisi- 
tion, ordered immediately all persons to be called on deck, wherejbe inierrogat^ 
them what complaints they had to make ; to which they answei^, thaT J^ey had 
none, denying entirely any knowledge of the Rke petition. While *this examina- 
tion was going on, some of their friends brought them clothes and fr^it, iVhich, 
no less than the other articles, with the exception of spiritoms liqui^rs, vtre ^ever 
withheld from them. ' ^ ^-^ 1 

This examination took place in the presence of several pfficers oT the " Stag," 
who, I am authorised to say, wbuld not hesitate to attest this fact, — at which, also, 
a Brazilian w^ present. « ' 

That the scurvy having made its appearapce apK>ng them, the surgeon removed 
ten, who were foithwith serilPgyj^ore. and tlyi^ce to the hospital ; ten more were 
sent on the 16th, and the remaiijjer ^iembarked on the 21st July. • 

• ♦ ♦ * 5** ' ,. 
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U^'to VpMCflPMl every, ifig^lance has Been necessary for resisting the attempts 

«of kiattftpp4|fc wflojpahji their appeai'arice dui^g the t%ht4n boats, Srith the view 

. ^f.carrying^Smo^Jnegroe^ *They (^nnot be i§porant that they might have paid 

f flrfhe forfeit of suclwn outrage ; but, as if railing to mfford a still greater proof of 

» liowlHght they ny^e of aa^^ authority and tliscipline, a boat, tvith ten men, got as 

* far Ji^the bowspnt <4fthe *\F/op efc. LoaJ^a,'^ at one d^clock in the ni^ht, and T>eing 

^ pursued by a boat oQhe '^ W^ard," contrived to escape by dint ot rowing, and 

&vQU]^d bj^ the night-j&>g^ ^ 

^ A mone successml attempt took place on board the*slaver " BrWiante,*' which, 

* eluding the vigilance of the sentinels, got a slave on shore ; in the following night, 

another kidnapf^er was discovered hear the gangway of the •* Brilkante ;" and 

this one, too^ managed to make her escape, thougn the sentinel fired on the 

^< boat. 

As to. the abuse scandalously levelled agajnst our respected superior officer, it 

^ arises solely from a wish to insult his situation as Britilh Commander-in-Chief; 

* but it is alike ill-timed and absurdly false, as well as at variance with the well- 

knowa humanity and generosity. of his private character ; but proceeding fx-om the 

parties, mentioned in the diatribes of the Jomal^do Commercio of the 20th July, 

it can only excite sentiments of the most decided contempt. 

The absilrdity and effrontery of men openly employed in the traffic of their 
species, and ^ the practice of the most abominable bafbarities, perhaps even in the 
murder of their victims, invoking the aacred cause of liberty and humanity, and 
pla^ng themselves on a par with civilized nations, are so evident as not to require 
any remfurk. 
"* As to claiming the protection of the Portuguese flag, they ought to be well 
aware, that, having been met with carrying on the Slave Trade, they are ipso facto 
abandoned, and, as such, not recognized by the authorities of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty ; and that^ therefore, so tar from being entitled to the protection of the 
Charge d' Affaires and Consul-General of Portugal, all that they should ask for is 
the compliance with their duties, in obedience to Article 23 of the Decree of the 
8th April, 1837, which is to the following purport : 

" Article 23. The Consuls and Vice-Consuls of Portugal, at any foreign port 
resoiled to by Portuguese ships, are charged with the execution of the present De- 
cree ; *nd if they should meet with any contravention of it, it shall be lawful for 
them to call upon the competent authonty of the country for the seizure and im- 
f)^isonment of the delinquents, causing thereafter the ships, prisoners, and cargo to 
be given up to the n^ai department, tor the latter to direct cognizance to be taken 
of thft whole by the proper authorities." 

Thus repudinted by the nation whose flag they disgrace, they imagine, notwith- 

standyig, that they may inyoke the protection of the Government of Bi*azil, which 

in truth would amount tP an insiflt offered to the Imperial Government, whose 

* laws they are infringing every day, and which has already declared them pirates, 

^ and consequently placed them beyond the shelter of the law of nations. 

If these miscreants, who were always treated with more favour than they deserved, 
Imd any gi-ound for their pretended complaints, (which, after all, is evidently the 
work of tho^ who derive a systematic and indirect profit, through connivance and 
complicity, from the attempts made under the Portuguese flag), supposing even that 
their treatment had been worse than described by them, what right have they to invoke 
the humanity^ philantnropyj Jt^tice or liberality of sentiments of their captors ? 
They wljo are in the daily habit of committing revolting acts of cruelty and piracy, 
who crowd their fellow men by hundreds, and throw them into narrow holds of 
ships scarcely capacious eng^ugh for accommodating a tenth part of their number, — 
who cause jthese unfortunates to suffer what no one ever was known to do — who was 
ever guilty like them, of crimes of such a deep die, but incurred by such a conduct, 
punis^iment? ^ 

It would seem impassible for such men to venture to employ the terms of scan^ 
dalous^ despotic, barbaroics, infamous, horrid, odious, tyrannical, arrogant, incon- 
. venierdf little tyrat^s, ferocious eccecutiontrs; and so forth, when all these epithets, 
so ridiculously supplied to their indulgent captors, only apply to, and exactly 
describe them, calling immediately to mind the crimes by which they have been 
placed out of the pale of civilized nations, and have justly incurred greater punish- 
\ ments than those captors choose to inflict on them. 

(Signed) WHALEY ARMITAGE, 

In charge (^he prize "Flor de Loanda" 
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.No. 80. " .,*. ^ 



Viscount 'Palmerston to M. Lkboa. 

The Undersigned, &c. has had the lionour to rf ceke the jpote addressed ^to 
him, under date of the 8th instant, by the Chevaji^ Jjisboa ; aboouneing oi^th^ait 
of the Brazilian Govemnient, that the principle of embargpes is no longer to be 
considered as applicable to the sentences pf the Mixed British ^d Bzazilian Ccwn- 
mission established at Rio de Janeiro. ^^ 

Her Majesty's Government learns with satisfaction the decision of th^Braailian 
Government; and it derives sincere gratification* from the assurances, tlutf the 
Brazilian Government will adopt the most energetic mSisures agaii^t jtny one who 
shall directly or indirectly protect the infamous trade in slaves, and that they will 
nieglect no means of putting an end to the criminal conduct of those, who may con- 
tinue to commit those infraetions of the Treaty whRh have bereU^re, in many 
instances^ been committed in Bra2il. 

The Undersigned trusts, that the assurances now given by the Govemmeiit €i 
Brazil, mil be followed up by active and vigorous measures, for carrying into effect 
these praiseworthy intentions of that Government. 

The Undersigned, &c. 
Foreign Ojicey Apnl 18«*,n839. (Signed) ^PALMERSTON- 

The Chevcdier Marques I^boa^ 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 8L 

Mr. Ouseley to Visctmnt Pnbnerston. — (Received April 22d.) 

(Extract.) Rio de Janeiro, February 16, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose copy of a note addressed by me to M. Afon- 
teiro, on the 25th January, 1839, on the subject of embargoes, together with 
copy and translation of a note, received from the Brazilian Minister of Fordgn 
Affidrs, announcing the abolition of the embargoes in the present, as in all future 
cases submitted to the Mixed Commission. His Excellency promised, that 
instructions, conforanable to the tenor of his note, should be forthwith issued to the 
Brazilian Ciommissioners. 

On the receipt of this note, I wrote to Captain Herl>ert, stating, that the 
Imperial Government had agreed to abolish the embargoes. A copy of my note 
is subjoined* 

I dso transmit a copy of a memorandum for instructions, to the officers in 
charge of the slavers, in case tkey hani been sent to Diemerara. 

I have only time befere the departure of the packet, to refer your Lord^p to 
the inclosed correspondence without (Bering «ny remiurks or analysis. 

(Signed) ' W. G. OUSELEY. 

P, S. When about to olose this Dei^tch, I received from Captain Herbert the 
note t^t I beg leaiw to transmit in copy, in addition to the oorrespeodence in- 
closed above. 



The Right Hon. discount Paktter^tton, Q. C.B. 
£fe. ^. €fe. 



(Signed) W. G. O 



First Enclosure in No. 81. 

Mr.Ouseley to Senhorji. M. MorUeiro. 

The Undersigned, Sec, referring to former official correspondence and coracmu- 
nication with His Excellency Senhor A. P. Maciel Monteiro^ &c., on the subject 
ofthencm-admissionof ^miar^o^^ in cases adjudicated by the Mixed Commission 
Court, has the hooeur now to address inm, to request that he will take into serious 
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' Gonsideralton'fjj^ extreme difficulties flIUhe position of the Undersigneii; with respect 
to the slave-ves&els '' Diligent^ ' and ^ FeUzy*' af present in charge of the British 



In the _ 
tiitetly informed, ffiatit was the last case in which the reception of embargoes could 



the ^judicfrtion 
informed, ^at it ' 



of the ^^JSrilhante,'' the Imperial Govemmeut were dis- 



. he aoniilfted by1Ier*Majesty'fi& Gommissioi)iers ; yet thg. Brazilian Commissioners 
,. are still instructed* by their Governihent lo insist uponTOeir reception. 

^' In. the meah lfti%rthe disastrous consequences of delay, and the onerous charge 

* of r^e custody of the vessels *' Diligente'' -^nd ** Fettz,'' are daily becoming more 
seriously felt. * 

The time which would l>e.required to make copies of all the correspondence, that 
has taken place on this matter, obliges the Undersigned to confine himself to laying 
before His Excellency a summary of the letters and communications, which have 
paiBsed between Captain Herljert, the present Commander of Her Majesty's naval 
forces, and the Undersigned. 

Soon after the publication of the final sentence of condemnation, Captain Herbert 
applied to this Legation, to be informed of the time fixed for carrying that sentence 
into execution. It was at that time, that the question of the non-admission of 
" Embargoes*' having been decided negatively by the Imperial Government, he 
. again wrote to the Legation stating the utter impossibitiy of his taking upon him- 
' self the responsibility of an indefinite delay in providing for the Africans on board 
the two vessi^ls, explaining fully to the Undersigned thetek incurred of the spread- 
ing of contagioua^ disorders, to which many had already fallen victim^, even the 
officers and crews not having escaped the infection of the small-pox, and other 
"- maladies*'; -thai, daring the present season of the year, the excessive heat caused 
the evils and. dangers of keeping so many human beings confined in inconvenient, 
unwholesome, and crowded small crafl, to be doubly felt ; the irritating collisions, 
and even san^i nary .conflicts, which arise out of the nightly attacks in boats, for 
the purpose ot kidnapping the negroes ; the extreme expence incurred for their sup- 
i£, £ort, as well as the hindrance and inconvenience occasioned to the service of the 
^^ equeidron, already weakened by the absence of several vessels of war, so as to be 
with difficulty enabled to fujfil their other duties, and to conform to instructions on 
subjects foreign to the present question, — in a word, Captain Herbert has at different 
times made me fully aware of the extreme difficulty, not to say impossibility, in a 
naval sense, of leaving these vessels in their present statu quo, that I have felt it 
^ to be my duty, — ^the instructions to Her Majesty's Commissioners being positive, 
and the Queen's Government regarding the sentence already pronounced as final ;-<- 
to 4pd some means of providing for the safety of these vessels and Africans, under 
circumstances so very adverse. 

The plan of having recourse to the Imperial Government, and requesting from it 
the permission to mSj:e use of an island, or other fitting place> for the reception of 
the negroes, was rejected on a consideration of the fatal results of a similai^ arrange- 
ment m 1835, when, under the command of Admiral Sir Graham Hamond, the 
negroes of the " Rio de la Plata " having been landed under the sanction and pro- 
tection of the Imperial Government, the guard was attacked by so superior an armed 
force, that, after all the resistance in their power, having been disarmed or wounded, 
above 200 Africans were carried offi 

There remained then but to decide upon sending, with as little delay as possible, 
the two vessels to the nearest British possession ; and Captain Herbert advised tlw 
Colony of Demerara, or the Island of Trinidad, as being the most easy of access, 
and the voyage generally much shorter than that to Sierra Leone. 

The Undersigned has then, on mature reflection, and after having sought, by 
every means in his power, to provide for these vessels, and for those on board of 
them, in the manner most conformable to the stipulations of the Treaty, and, tak- 
ing into consideration all the difficulties and physical obstacles that militate against 
their indefinite detention here, found it to be his duty to announce to Senhor Mon- 
teiro the determination^ which he has fjready intimated to his Excellency, to send 
forthwith the slave-vessels '' Feliz** and "Diligente** to Demerara; or, if the 
winds, weather, or other circumstances prevent their reaching that destination, to 
Trinidad, which is easy of access, — always with the understanding that any mea- 
sure which His Excellency may (by considering favourably some of the means pro- 

* posed, and which have already been touched upon to Senhor Monteiro by the 
Undesigned) suggest, shall, if possible, be made use of, in order to avoid the 
necessity of adopting a plan which the Undersigned would regret to have to carry 
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into execution, if n/ thought il^couW b^isple^ing to the^|iperift figvem-* 

ment. ^ * ^ - •^ <r|| 

Further, the ultimate disposal of th& negroes^and vessels # reserj^ for^Ji^o^P* 
sideration of tlie two Governments ; and the pr^eds of die sa][e o^9l)#ytt^l|> as ^^ 
well as any and all other sums accruing from the employment cf Jj^ 'Amnnlfor 
other sources, will be laid aside, and an exact account of the^amiliiit withbe fur- > | 

nished to the Brazilian Government. In facC it is bu^for tb^ ^irpQs e of placing ^ ^ I 
the negroes aiid vessels in a safe depot; and, in order to avoid tM^Rm^le destruo^ \ ^ 
tion of so many unfortunate human bAigs, that the Undersigned is uj^r th^|pe« * ^ I 
cessity of deciding on this plan, and witbimt deli^y^as eacMadditional day iocfeases *m 
the difficulties of his position, and the weight of the rttp^ibility with whic^ he < 
is charged. ^ " . , *» > ^ . 

But the Imperial Government cannot seriously object to a jlan wBich has 
already, some years ago, been proposed by itself/ The gpoject ot sending all An 
liberated Africans to an Englisk- colony, and more particularly to Trinidad, hayitig 
formed the subject of a correspondence brought about by the Imperial Govern- * 
ment. ' , • ^ 

The Undersigned must remark upon a passage in His Excellency's note of the , 
29th January, in which he refers to.l^e opinions expressed confidenticJfy to Ifis 
Excellency on the conduct #f Her Majesty's Commissioner not wjphing^to^p^eaL^ 
against the unusual course adopted of mentioning, in a f<#mal and rawer unebn- "* 
ciliatory official note, communications of a strictly confidlutial natui^the Under- 
signed must observe to f!lis Excellency, that the opinions whifii he may have ex-.^ 
pressed on the subject of the strict andisealous observance of Jiis Ifis^itfllions on the 
part of Her Majesty's Commissioner, in the affiiir of the " Bril^trnfe^^^^HH taerely *• 
private opinions, and in nowise influence the question. It^remfldiiis al^to be 
proved whether Her Majesty's Government may not.be indlin^ to approve of the 
conduct of the Commissary Judge in ^his particular, rather ihan thstt of die Un- * 
dersigned, who has possibly but too strongly testified.his sincere desire to^conciliate^ 
and to reconcile, as far as lies in his power, duties which requye 'promptJvKecutio^^ ^ 
with the determinations, perhaps somewhat strongly expressed, of the Imj^ial 
Government. . ,. ^ » • 

To resume, the Undersigned ventures to make tbis last e^ort to induce M. ^on- 
teiro to reconsider this question, and to place it in its true light ; and the extreme' 
difficulty of the position of the Undersigned, where so greftt a responsibility exists, 
the weight of which may be daily increased by new captures, and His £xcel]^icy | 
will not fail to do him the justice to allow that the plan which he has adopted is the 
only feasible one that remains under the .circumstances — to follow, and by no n^ians 
deserves to meet with opposition on the part of the Imperial Goveyiment^. which 
has so frequently expressed its desire that the liberated Africans should Jiot be 
allowed to remain within the limits of this empire. Moreover, the vessds and 
negroes will, in the present instance, remain in depot, subject to «the i^tiqiate de- 
cision of the two Governments. 't * 

Should, however, the Brazilian Government be opposed, which the Undersigned 
can hardly anticipate, to the place adopted, and if means can be found to m^e the 
respective instructions of the two Goveri;imentfi to their Commissioners, accord, by 
an arrangement similar to that entered into by the Government of the Queen, and 
that of Spain at the Havana, where embargoes ai^d other purely national usages 
have been abolished, although long allowed in practice,^ it would doubtless be de- 
sirable to adopt it. A 

It should be more particularly borne in mind by the Imperial Government, tbat, 
although they may consider other Mixed Commissions that have been appointed 
here, as being differently circumstanced from that under the Slave-Trade Conven- 
tion, yet that there exists one at Sierra Leone, which is, in its nature, origin, and 
object, precisely similar, named by the same Governments, and under the self-same 
Convention, the only diffijrence being that the Commission at Sierra Leone is in -'• 
Britigh territory, would not the Government of Her Britannic Majesty be justified 
should that of Brazil persist in applying the peculiar forms of its judicial proceed- 
ings to a Mixed and Exceptional Court, in insisting upon the interpolation in the 
regulations of the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leope of such particular parts of 
English legal practice as might seem eligible in its opinion ? 

Irerhaps among the modes which the Undersigned has had the honour to sug- 
gest, or which have been referred to by M. MontSiro, the best diplomatic mode of 
proceeding, in order to obviate any difficulty in altering the practice hitherto tole- 
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rated, would be the issuing of a 'idetter^c^ note reversakM or explanatory aviso 
or decree, sifting forth the etpedie*y of a more exact observance of the letter of 
tte Treaty, and couiidering tlw sentences of the Commission in conformity with 



\ 1 



* * 




_mpenal Government be pT 

this point,4l*p:fctbe action of any measure adopted should be immediate. ^ 
^ ^ . ..A nofi^ reversahy or explanatory instruction, on the part of M. Montiero, would, 

X ** ' ^ appears to the Undersigned, obviate all difllculty on this subject, and enable the 
* final sentence of tBe^Commi^ion in the present cases of the "^ Wigente'* and 
^ Feliz,'* as in all fltture cases that may arise, to be carried at once into executioiu 

The Undersigned ^Jies4ly requests His Excellency, the Minister of Foreign 
«Affair^ to submit such suggestions on this head as may seem to His^Ekcdlency 
expe(Uent, to the pleasure of the Imperial Government, and to do Hini the honour 
4 of communicating to him the result with as liltlfe delay as is compatible with his 

• !. eoaivenience. The Undersigned, &c. * ,'«„^.«e^ 
- ' ^ (Si.gned) W:G. OUSELWy. 

jj^o de Jan^ro, 25tKJanuarf/, loSQ\ 

• Senhpr Monteiro, 

•Second Enclosure in No. 87. 
' , Mr.M.Mo9Ueiro^t^Mrl OusUejii. 

^ ** -^ Thb iTBdermgned, kc, has the honour to acknowledge recei^ of tlw note 

thalAfr. Mseley^ &c. addressed to him on the 2dth January, referring to the 

k construction put by^he Government of Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain 

• • on liie €I(toventioi> concluded in 181T, between the two Governments, for the 

* abolition of the Slave Trade, regarding the forms of proceeding observed by the 
> Mixed^Brazilian'snd British Commission ^tablished here; also vequesting the 

* , Ailent of the Imperial Government to the non-reception of ^i?iAar^oe* offered to 

* the sentences of the sam* Commission, which Mr. Ouseley observes ought to be 
* finaf, and carried infto executbn in the two eases now pending of the vessels '' 2>i- 

' Ugenfe*' and " FeHzy* both under adjudication before the said tribimal. 

Being enabled, in Virtue of the view taken by the Government to whom the note 
jl in question was submitted, and by previous mature consideration of the arguments, 

en which the, British Gbvermnent founds the objections* raised to the practice* 
idopted of admitting embargoes ixy the setitences of the Mixed Commission, esta^ 
bliisfied at#ii8 capital, the Undersigned has l^e issEtisfaction of communicating try 
Mr- Ouseley, thatllie Imperial Governmeait, in confonnity with the sottcitutions of 
Aat of Her Britannie Majesty, as well as in consideration of the stipulations of tlii? 
Treatie»%on this subject, has thought it expedient that the formality qt^^ emhafgoe9 
should no longer be observed, in the adjudication of the causes which may he- 
brought before the said Commission, including also the cases nowpeifdingin that 
Court, not only to render its proceedings a& summary as- it is required to be by the 
above-mentioned' Treaty, but also* in orofer to assinmfate tfee regu&tions* observed 
by the* two- Mixed Commissions, that of thi^ capithl, and that of Sierra Leone, 
respecting the form of proceeding, and the adjudication of the prizes- which mays 
respectively be brought before them. 

IkL communicating to Mr. Oftseley this decision of the linperiar Government* by 
> which an arrangement has- been eflfected, in a manner dlat no longer admitrof 

doubt, of a point which has lately been a subject of continued difference and* dis'' 
( ^ cussion between the Commissary Judges of the Mixed' Commission, the Under- 

signed flatters himself that Her Britannic Majesty*s Legation at this Courts will 
^ not fail to transmit, with all possible despatch, this important decision to its Go« 

vernment, as a convincing and irrefragable proof of the sentiments which animate 
the Imperial Government in its desire to contribute, by every means- in its power, 
\ to render as really effective as possible the noble object which the two Govem- 

I ments had in view in concluding the Treaty now in force; 

! The Undersigned, &c. 

(Signed) ANTONIO PEREGRINO MACTEL MDNTEIRO. 

Palace of Kio de Janeiro, Februarji 14<A, 1839. 

ff^, G. Ouseley, Esq., 
8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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Third Enclosure in No. 87. 
Mr. Ouseley to Captain Herbert, R.N. 

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, lAth February, 1839. * 

In reply to your letter of the 12th instant, I have to inform you that I have 
jiist received, from the Brazilian Minister for Foreign AflFairs, an official commu- 
nication informing me that the Imperial Government have at length, conformably 
to the wishes of that of Her Majesty, come to the determihation of abolishing the 
formality of the embargoes on their sentences hitherto admitted in the form of pro- 
cedure of the British and Brazilian Mixed Commission Court established here. 
His Excellency, Senhor Maciel Monteiro, has likewise informed me that the 
embargoes presented in the cases of the slave-vessels " Feliz*^ and " Diligente,'* 
«till before the Mixed Court, will not be admitted, and that instructions to this 
effect are preparing for the guidance of the Brazilian Commissary Judge. I have 
thought it expedient to communicate to you the earliest information of this decision 
of the Imperial Government, as the necessity no longer exists for sending to the 
West Indies the above vessels, as previously determined, since the final sentence 
already pronounced ought now immediately to be carried into execution. 

I think it, however, incumbent upon me to take this opportunity of thanking 
you. Sir, as officer in command of Her Majesty's squadron in this harbour, for the 
prohipt and effective assistance which you have afforded to Her Majesty's Legation 
in this troublesome and somewhat delicate affair, nor can I refrain from stating, that 
in bringing this question, long obstinately contested by the Brazilian Government, 
to a satisfactory conclusion, I am much indebted to your intelligent and cordial 
xo-operation. 

I' have, &c, 
(Signed) W. G. OUSELEY. 

To Capt(Mn Herbert, R.N. 
Sfc. Sfe. Sfc. 



"Fourth Enclosure in No. 87. 
Memorandum. 



1st. The negroes are to be placed under the immediate care and protection 
of the Executive Government, the Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor, iliey are, 
after being, in confonnity with the regulations adopted here, furnished by the 
proper aumorities, with authentic copies on parchment, and in a tin box worn 
suspended round the neck, of certificates of freedom, to be duly registered in tlie 
proper offices, to be hired out at a moderate rate, the amount of which must of 
course be relative and dependent upon the usual rate of wages in the colony, say 
two dollars a month, payable monthly, and whenever called for at any period of 
the term of service, the term of service for adults, or those above 14, five years ; those 
under 14, and above 7, seven years ; and those under 7, twelve years ; at the expi- 
ration of which term their apprenticeship to cease, and their unconditional emanci- 
pation to begin. Children tnat may be born subsequent to this date, and during 
the term of service of the mothers, of course to be free. 

It is to be carefully kept in view that these conditions are subject to the appro- 
bation of Her Majesty's Government, and that the negroes must, until a con- 
firmation of the present provisions for them be received from England, be alwaya 
subject to such other arrangement as may seem fit to Her Majesty's Government 
The proceeds of the sale of the vessels, and of the hire of the blacks, to be kept in 
the hands of the competent authority until the pleasure of the Queen's Government 
be ascertained as to its ultimate disposal. 

As it is probable that the vessels may be much out of repair, and barely sea^ 
worthy on their arrival, aud possible that they may fall into improper hands, it may 
perhaps be expedient to break them up and sell the materials* 

Rio de Janeiro, Mh February^ 1839. 
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No.6e. 
Mr. Otueley to Viscount Paimertton. 
My Loiu), -Bw ^^ Janeiro, February 25, 1839. 

Is conformity with the instructions contained in your liordship's D«8p»tch, 
Slave Trade, of the 29th October of last year, I made a representation to the 
Imperial Government against the conduct of Senhor Joaquim Feliciano Gomez, 
the Brazilian Commissioner of arbitration at Sierra Leone. , . , , i. 

' I have the honour to enclose copy of my note, as also of the answer which I have 
received from the Minister of Foreign AflFairs, in which I have much satisfaction 
in stating, that his Excellency announces, that in consequence of the representa- 
tions that I was instructed to make, and in order to show that the Imperial Govern- 
ment is determmed to do all in its power to put an end to the Slave Trade, and to 
act in concert with that of Her Majesty on this subject, it has thought fit to 
deprive M. Gomez of the oflEice he so improperly filled. 

The promptness and vigour shown by the Imperial Government on this occasion 
will, I trust, have a salutary e£Fect upon the conduct of those in the service of this 
Government, and assist in giving a moral force to the. declarations so frequently 
made, (of a determination to suppress the Slave Trade,) that has hitherto been much; 
wanting. 

(Signed) W. G. OUSELEY.. 

The Right Hon. Fitcount Palmerston, G.C.B., 
|c. ^c. Sfc. 

P. S. I have the honour to enclose a copy of my reply to Senhor Monteiro^s notev 



written subsequently to the date of this Despatch. 



First Enclosure in No. 82. 
Mr, Ouseley to Senhor Maciel Monteiro. 

SiR^ Rio de Janeiro^ January 9, 1839. 

I have the honour to transmit to your Excellency, copies of a Despatch> 
and of its enclosures, from Her Majesty's Comissioners at Sierra Leone, relating 
to M. Gomez, the Brazilian Commmissioner of arbitration in that Colony ; 
from which it appears, that during M. Gomez's recent residence there, it was 
observed that his chief associates^ were the captains and supercargoes of Slave 
vessels. 

In communicating these papers to the Imperial Government, I am instructed to 
remark that such habitual association with slave traders appears to Her Majesty's 
Government, to be inconsistent with the duties which M. Gomez is sent to 
discharge, and must at least tend to produce in the colony of Sierra Leone, an im- 
pression very little favom*able either to M. Gomez, or to his Government. 

With respect to the reasons alleged by M. Gomez, in excuse for this proceedings 
it is to be remarj^ed that every necessary assistance and protection to his country- 
men in distress, (if the persons in question really were such), might have been 
afforded without making them his associates, in such a manner as was calculated 
to induce a belief in the colony, that he not only felt compassion for the men, but 
approved of their slave-trade pursuits. 

It is perhaps superfluous to remark on the tone of the reply of M. Gomez, to the 
temperate private note of Mr. Macaulay. I shall only observe to your Excellency,. 
that the last paragraph of this answer is in contradiction to its commenceiiient, 
when he says that future communications can be made "(y^<?ta/fy,*' although he 
affects to consider in the first line of his reply, that Mr. Macaulay's note had an 
official character ; its confession, also, is remarkable, of a belief, that in 
his own country, the circumstance of these men having amassed a ldJ^<$ fortune, 
by the infamous pursuits of which they have been convicted, renders them 
while suffering temporally from the consequences . of their misdeeds, fit associates 
for a. member of a court, established for the suppression of their criminal traffic, — 
and without referring particularly to the mode of M. Gomez's arrival at the colony 
Class B.— Further Series. U 
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of Sierra LeonCi it is evident that in hh estimation slave-dealing, vFhicli he consi- 
ders as a mere '' contraband trad V does not stam)» with in&my those who are ac- 
complices in its atrocities^ nor does he seem aware that civilized nations regard it 
not merely as an illegal traflic, but as a disgrace to humanity. 

I leave to the Imperial Government to judge how far the conduct of Mr. Gomez 
18 unbecoming either to his private or official character, and avail myself of this 
opportunity to renew to your Excellency, fltc. &c. 

(Signed) W. GORE OUSELEY. 

HU E^sceienejf Senker AnUmo P. Maciel M^iUeiro, 
Sfc. ^. • ^«. 



Second EaclosureiA No. 82. 
Jf. Monteiro to Mr. Ou^eley. 



The Undersigned, &c. in acknowledging receipt of tibe note addressed to 
him on the 9th ultimo by Mr. Ouseley, &c., representing by order of his Govern- 
ment against the conduct of Joaquim Feliciano Gomez, fiitunlian Commissioner <£ 
Arbitration of the Mixed BraziHan and British Commission at Sierra Leone, has 
the honour to inform him, that the Imperial Governments, desirous of giving a 
convincing proof that it will not suffer its subjects, and more particularly those 
emplojred in its public service^ to show the least tendency to favour, in the slightest 
degree possible, the odious and immoral traffic in Africans, has thought fit to 
dismiss the said Commissioner. 

In making this communication to Mr. Ouseley, the Undersigned has the pleas- 
ing duty of assuring him, that the Imperial Government, fina in the laudable and 
ShUanthropical object of extinguishing the nefitrious contoabaikl trade in human 
esh, after having taken into serious consideration the official communications 
lately made by Her Britannic Majesty's Legation on the subject, will exert itself 
to the utmost of its power in taking the most energetic measures to cause the 
existing Treaties between the two Governmeirts to be fulfilled in all their amplitude 
and vigour. 

The Undersigned avails, &c. 
(Signed) ANTONIO P. MACIEL MONTEIRO. 

Palace of Rio de Janeiro, 22nd Februari/, 1839. 

JFl G. 0u9eleyy Etq., 

Sfc. Sfc. ^e. 



Third Enclosure in No. 82. 
Mr.-Ou9eiey io M. Monteiro. 

Bio de jMetro, Mmrch litk, 1839. 

ly acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Maciel Monteiro's note of the 22nd ult., in 
which his Excellency states that the Imperial Government have thought fit, in 
cwisequenoe of the representations made on the part of Her Majesty's Government 
to dismiss Senhor Gomez from thepost of Commissioner under the Slave Trade 
Convention at Sierra Leone. I have the honour to inform Ins Excellency that I 
shall not fail to comnmnicate by the packet now about to sail for England, this 
ne^' proof of the right feeling of the Brazilian Government on the subject of the 
traffic in Africans ; and I anticipate great satisfaction on the part of Her Majesty's 
Government at the prompt attention thus shown to the representations which I have 
beea instructed to make ; an attention which will always be reciprocally paid by tbe 
G<yv<ernment of Oreat Britain to the well-founded complaints vrfiich that of Brazil 
may find it necessary to make against the conduct of any of Her Majesty's agents^ 
and which is the best guarantee of that complete and mutual good understanding 
whidi exists between the two Ooverhments. 

I avail myself, &c, 

(Signed) W.G. OUSELEY. 

His EmueUeney Sef^mr Antonio P. Maciel Monteiro. 
tj^* ^- S^c» 
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F'iseamt Palmentan to Mt. Oweley. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 25th April, 1839. 

I HAVE received your Despatch, marked '' Slave Trade/' of the 16th of 
February, 1838, contaming a statement of the proceedings^ which led to a final 
withdrawal of the demand insisted on hjr die Brazilian Government^ that the prac- 
tice of embargoes should be allowed in the case of the sentences passed by the 
Mixed British and Brazilian Court of Commission at Rio de Janeiro, under the 
Convention on Slave Trade between Great Britain and Brazil ; and I have the 
satUiaotion of informing you that I entirely approve of your conduct throughout 
the whole <^ this affair. 

I am, Scc» 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

fT. G. Ouseley, E^., 
ife. Sfc. Sfc. 



No, 84. 

FUeowd Pi%hner$ton to Mr. Chuelejf. 
SiR^ Foreign Office, May 27, 1839. 

On reference to previous correspondence with Her Majesty's mission at 
Rio de Janeiro, it appears that the Legislature of Brazil has passed laws intended 
to prevent all importation of negroes from Africa into Brazil, and that the Govern- 
ment have dwelt specially on the inconvenience, likely to arise from an increase in the 
number of emancipated negroes in the Brazilian territory. 

It is probable, therefore, that neither the Government nor the Legislature of 
Brazil will object to the conclusion of a stipulation between Great Britain and 
Brazil, by which negroes captured and lij^erated by sentences of the Mixed Courts 
of Justice, sitting under the Convention of the 23rd of November, 1826, shall be 
delivered over to the care of the Grovernment of the country, whose cruizer shall 
have made the capture. 

The effect of such a stipulation would be to place the greater part of the liberated 
Africans under the charge of the British Government, as the greater part will be 
captured by British cruizers. 

I have,^ accordingly, to desire, that you will propose to the Brazilian Government, 
the, articles of which I herewith transmit to you a draft, and which may properly 
form an Annex to the Convention before-mentioned. 

These articles are, with trifling alterations, copied from those which form Annex 
C. to the Treaty, recently propo^ by Great Britain to Portugal on Slave Trade. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

W. G. Ouseley, Esq. 

8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



No. 85. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Ouseley. 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 27, 1839. 

I HAVE to desire, that if you shall succeed in the negotiation with which, 
by my Despatch, Slave Trade, of this date, you are charged, for the conclusion of 
articles respecting Negroes liberated under the Convention of November 23, 1826, 
between Great Britain and Brazil, you will endeavour to obtain the ratification of 
those articles by the Government and Legislature of Brazil without delay ; and you 
will take the occasion of their ratification, to press the Government of Brazil to 
propose to the Legislature the ratification also of the two articles, which were con- 
cluded between Great Britain and Brazil on the 27th July, 1835, stipulating for 
the condemnation of slave vessels upon the ground of their equipment ; and for the 
breaking up of all vessels condemned for Slave Trade. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

^. G. Ouseley, Esq^ 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 
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No.86. 
Mr. Oaseley to Vtscount Pabnerstan. — (Received May 27.) 

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, March 23, 1839. 

The Portuguese Consul-General and Charg6 d'Affaires, ad interim, con- 
tinues to furnish vessels with Portuguese papers, notwithstanding the late decrees 
issued by the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, relative to the registry of 
vessels not built in Portugal. 

Most of the vessels, thus furnished with a pretext for claiming the protection of 
the flag of Portugal, are employed in the Slave Trade, and there are, at thigfmoment, 
in this nai-bour, between 30 and 40 vessels bought and equipped by notorious Slave 
Traders, provided with Portuguese papers by Her Most Faithful Majesty's Consul 
General^ indirect contradiction to me spirit and letter of the laws of Portugal and 
the ostensible instructions, and declared intentjions, of the €h)vemment of that 
country. 

It may be affirmed in some of these cases, that these vessels are not proved to 
have been built out of Portugal ; but in the case of the " Brilhante " slaver, lately 
condemned, and sold in coniormity with the previous sentence of the Mixed BritiBh 
and Brazilian Commission Court at this*capital, it was clearly proved, in the course 
of the proceedings^ that this vessel was not built in Portugal, was not furnished 
with a legal register, and was employed in the Slave Trade. Yet Senhor Moreira 
did not think himself bound to refuse Portuguese papers to this vessel, which ac- 
cordingly sailed from this port under the flag of Her Most Faithful Majesty in the 
month of February last, for Monte Video, where there is every probability of her 
being fitted out and dispatched on a slave trading voyage to the coast of Africa. 

As it appears very unlikely, that Senhor Moreira, in thus acting, can rightly 
have understood or fulfilled the instructions of his Government, I think it my duty 
to state the fact, for the information of Her Majesty's Government ; and I ought 
not, perhaps, to conceal from your Lordship, that it is asserted most publicly and 
cenerally here, that Senhor Moreira's chief, if not sole, profits are derived from 
furnishing the papers and protection of the Government of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty to the Slave Traders, and it is notorious, that he is in constant and inti* 
mate communication with these criminals. 

X have Sicc 

'(Signed) W. G. OUSJELEY. 

The Riffht Hon. Viscount Pahnerston, G.C.B., 
Sfc. ifc. 8fc. 
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No. 1. 
Mr. Kennedy to Fiscount Paimerston.— (Received May IS,) 
My Lord, Naples, April 2S, m9r. 

I HAVE the honour of enclosing to your Lordship a copy of the Official" 
Journal of Naples, of the 20th April, 1839, in which the Convention of the 14th 
February, 183rf, by which the King of Naples accedes to the former Conventions 
between England and France, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, is published 

and sanctioned by law, , . . i. i 

As no penalty, however, for its violation has yet been ordained, the law may 

still be considered incomplete. 

I have &c* 
(Signed)* J.KENNEDY. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.CB.t 
Sfc Sfc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 1. 

(Translation.) Naples, April 20, 1839^. 

Ferdinand IL, by the grace of God, King of the Kingdom of 
the Two Sicilies, of Jerusalem, &c., Duke of Parma, 
Piacenza, Castrs, &c.. Hereditary Prince of Tuscany,, 
&c. &c. &c. 

In order to show our abhorrence for the inhuman traffic in slaves, we have 
determined to accede to the following Conventions entered into by the Royal 
Courts of France and England. 

(Convention of Accession recited.) 

We havmg formally acceded to the above-written Convention, of which the 
respective ratifications have been already exchanged, and it being our sovereign 
■will that the same should have full efiect. 

On the proposal of our Minister, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs : 
With the advice of our ordinary Council of State, we have resolved to sanction, 
and do sanction, the following law :— 

Art. I. 

All the Articles of the above- written Convention shall word for word be exactly 
and religiously observed, and followed. 

We will and command, that this our law, signed by us, recognised by our Minister, 
Secretary of Grace and Justice, furnished with our great seal, and countersigned 
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6 TWO SICILIES. 

by our Councillor, Minister of State, President of the Council of Ministers, and 
registered and deposited in the Ministry, and Royal OflSce of the Secretary of State, 
of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, be published, with the ordinary 
solemniti^, throughout all our royal dominions, by means of the proper authorities, 
who shall take particular registry thereof, and ensure its fulfilment. 

Our Councillor, Minister of State, President of the Council of Ministers, is 
specially charged to watch over its publication. 
Naples, August 17, 1838- 

(Signed) FERDINAND. 

The Minister Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

(Signed) PRINCE DI CASSARO. 

The Minister, Secretaiy of State for Clemency and Justice, 

(Si^ed) NIC. PARISIO. 

The Councillor, Minister of State President kA Council of Ministers, 

(Signed) MAR. RUFFO. 
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No. 1. 
Viscount PaJmerston to Mr. Milhanke. 

Sib, Foreign Office, April 2nd, 1839. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you two copies of a Protocol of Conference on 
Slave Trade, which took place at the Foreign Office in London, on the 12th of 
December last, between the Plenipotentiaries of Austria, France, Great Britain, 
Prussia, and Russia. 

I transmit to you, likewise, two copies of a Draft of Treaty between the Five 
Powers, proposed at that Conference, and forming Annex A to the Protocol. 

Her Majesty's Government feel that a most important object would be accom- 
plished, if all tne maritime Powers of Christendom could be united in a league for 
the suppression of the trade in slaves ; and I have to desire that you will express to 
the Government of His Imperial Majesty the anxious hope of the British uovern- 
ment, that an early and favourable answer may be given, on the part of the Emperor 
of Austria, to the proposed Slave Trade Treaty. 

:' I am, &c. 

J. R.MilbanTee, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON 

4re. Sfc. Sfc. 
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No. 3. 
Viscount Palmerston to Lord William Russell. 

My Lord, Foreign Office, April 2nd, 1839. 

I 'HBHSWi'ra transmit to you two copies of a Protocol of Conference on 
Slave Trade, which took place at the Foreign Office in London on the 12th of 
December last, between the Plenipotentiaries of Austria, France, Great Bri- 
tain, Prussia, and Russia. 

I transmit to you, likewise, two copies of a Draft of Treaty between the Five 
Powers, proposed at that Conference, and forming Annex. A. to the Protocol. 

. Her Majesty's Government feel, that a most important object would be accom- 
plished, if all the maritime Powers of Christendom could be united in a league for 
the suppression of the trade in slaves ; and I have to desire, that you will express 
to the Uovernment of His Majesty the King of Prussia the anxious hope of the 
British Government, that an early and favourable answer may be given, on the part 
of the King of Prussia, to the proposed Slave Trade Treaty. 

* I am, &c. 

Lord TViUiam Russell, (Signed) PALMERSJON. 

8fc. Sfc. ^ 8fc. 



No.3^ 
Lord William Russell to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received April V^Oi) 

Mt Lord, Berlin, April 9«fe, 1839.. 

I have had the honour to receive your Lordship's Despateh, of the 2nd instant^ 
marked Slave Trade. 

I communicated to Baron Werther the hope entertained by Her Majesty's Cabineft, 
that the maritime Powers of Christendom might be united in a league for the sup- 
pression of the trade in slaves, but His Excellency had not seen the Treaty or the 
Protocol. He promised to give an answer, as soon as he had read them. 

I ^fcfterwards spoke on the same subject to the Alinister of Finance, who pointed 
out to me some objectionable powers given by the Treaty, but said he did not ima- 
gine that Prussia would make any difficulties. 

T nfiive £cc 

(Signed) WILLIAM RUSSELL. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 

8fc. 8fc. Sfc, 



No. 4. 
Baron TVerther to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received May 25.) 

Dans le premier Article du Projet de Traite que Son Excellence Mons. le 
Vicomte Palmerston, Principal Secretaire d'Etat de Sa Majeste Britannique pour 
les Affaires Etrang^res, a communique en Decembre dernier au Gouvernement du 
Soussign6, coQcernant la Traite des Nfegres, il est arretfe, que ce trafic sera regard6 
et puni comme pirftt^rie^ et dans un des Articles suivants on s'en rel^re, k I'fegard 
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[PRUSSIA. 3 

de la punition de T^quipage trouv^e coupable, k la Legislation des pays respectifs. 
Mais les lois Prussienned ayant une lacune complete pour tout ce qui regarde la 
piraterie» il sera n^cessaire, avant d'adopter toute autre mesure qui menerait k la 
conclusion du Traite projetfe, de publier en Prusse une nouvelle loi penale sur la 
piraterie. 

Le Gouvernement du Roi le regarde comme indispensable de fixer dans cette loi 
une peine qui s'approche autant que possible de celle arrSt^e dans les autres pays^ 
pour qu'une punition moins severe ne tenterait pas ceux, qui se livrent a ce trafic 
criminel, de se servir plutot du pavilion Prussien que de tout autre. 

Pour obtenir ce but, le soussignfe Chargfe d' Affaires de Sa Majesty le Roi de 
Prusse, par ordre de sa cour, a liionneur ae prier Son Excellence Monsieur le 
Vicomte Palmerston de bien vouloir lui communiquer toutes les lois p^nales et 
tous les arrets qui sont en rimieur dans les Etats de Sa Majesty Britannique contre 
la piraterie et la Tb-aile des Ingres. 

Le soussigik^ saisit avec empressement cette occasion pour reitSrer k Son Ex- 
ceDence Monsieur le Vicomte jPidmerston rassuraoce de sa plus haute oojmiktf^ 
tion* 

(Signed) WERTHER. 

3^ liower Berkley Street, ce 23 Mai, 1839. 

ji son Sxodlenee Monsieur le Viettmie Pahnersten^ 

vfCm CfC* CfC^ 



(IVani^tion.) 

In the first Article of the Draft of Treaty on the Slave Trade, which his 
Excellency Viscmmt Palmerston, &c., communicated, in December last, to . the 
Gk>vernment of the undersigned, it is stipulated, that this traffic shall be considei^d 
and punished as piracy ; and, by one of the following articles, the legislation of 
the resp^tive countries is to be had recourse to for the punishment of the crews 
who -HM^ be found guilty^ But as the Pru«mii laws- are entirely silent- with 
respect to all that concerns piracy, it will be necessary to publish in Prussia a new 
penal law on piracy, previously to adopting any other measure which may lead to 
the conclusion of the proposed Treaty. 

His Majesty's Government considers it to be indispensable to fix, by that law, a 
punishment which shall be as nearly as possible similar to that which is fixed in 
other countries, in order that those persons who abandon themselves to this criminal 
tn^c mav lot be tempted, by a mpre lenient piraishment^ to make use of tite 
Prussian nag rather than of any other. 

In coder to attain this d>ject, the undersigned. His Pmsmm Majesty's Gfaarg6 
d' Afhires, has ^the hotteur, by order of his Court, to request his Excellency Viscotint 
Palmerston to commfunicate to Mm all the penal laws and idl the regtilation» 
which are in force in the dominions of Her Britannic Majesty against pntcy 
and the Skve Trade. 

The undersigned, &e. 

(Signed) WERTHER. 

3, Lower Berkeley Street, 23rd Mof, 1839. 

His Eofcellencv Viscount Palmerston, 

8fc. cfc. 8fc. 
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No. 5. SI- 

discount Palmerston to Lord Clanricarde. 

My Lord, Foreign Office, April 2nd, 1839. 

I HEREWITH transmit to Your Excellency two copies of a Protocol of Con- 
ference on Slave Trade, whicli took place at the Foreign Office in London, on the 
12th of December last, between the Plenipotentiaries of Austria, France, Great 
Britain, Prussia, and Russia. 

I transmit to you, likewise, two copies of a Draft of a Treaty between the Fi?e 
Powers, proposed at that Conference, and forming Annex A. to the Protocol. 

Her Majesty's Government feel, that a most important object would be accom- 
plished, if all the maritime Powers of Christendom could be united in a league 
lor the suppression of the trade in slaves ; and I have to desire, that you will ex- 
press to the Government of His Imperial Majesty the anxious hope of the British 
Government, that an early and favourable answer may be given, on the part of the 
Emperor of Russia, to the proposed Slave Trade Treaty. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Mis Excellency the Marquis of Clanricarde, 
Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 6. 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Clanricarde. ^ 

Mt Lord, Foreign Office y May 16, 1839. 

I HEREWITH transmit to your Excellency an extract from a communi- 
cation from Rear- Admiral Elliott, containing information as to the use .^f the 
Russian flag for the purposes of Slave Trade. 

You wm communicate to the Russian Government, l>y note, the information 
contained in these papers. You will entreat the serious attention of that GoveiT|- 
ment to the subject ; and you will urge it to consent to the conclusion of tie 
proposed Treaty between the Five Powers, as a means of effectually preventing for 
the future the Russian flag from being misused for purposes of Slave Trade. ^ 

1 am, &c. ^Ik 

PALMERSTON. 
His Excellency the Marquis of Clanricarde, 
8fc. 8fc. 8fc. 



Enclosure in No. 6. 

-« 

Extract of a Letter from Rear-Admiral Elliot to Mr. fPood. 

'' Melville^'" at Sea, February I3th^ 1839. 
I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, copy of a letter from lieut. J. L. R. Holl, commanding 
Her Majesty's brigantine " ^onetta ;'' by which, and my former letters, it will be 
observed that the use of thc^ussian flag is becoming rapidly more general, in the 
protection of Spanifi^ slave-vessels. 

The " Oohuchpie,'' alluded to in Lieut. HoU's letter, is, I believe, the fourth 
vessel now on the coast under Russian ^colours, carrying on the Slave Trade ; one 
of which has made four successful voyages to Cuba. 
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RUSSIA. 

Sub-Enclosure in No.' 6. 
Extract of a Letter Jrtnn Lieutenant HoU to Admiral Elliot. 
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Her Majesty* 8 Brig, « Bonetta^' Prince's ^ 

Island, February Uth, 1839. 

On the 34th of the same month (January 1839) boarded the Russian brig, '' Go- \ 

ouchpie,* forty days from Barcelona ; not having the right of search, Mr. Henry I 

Paul, the boarding officer, could not ascertain the whole extent of her equipment^ 
but saw part qfber Slave-deck laid in the main hold, and also leagers such as are 
used in the Slave Trade ; her master is an Italian, and the whole of her crew 
Spaniards or Portuguese ; her papers are perfectly regular ; she is the fastest vessel * I 

off the wind I have yet met with, and carries quarter boats. ^ 1 
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No- 7. 
Mr. MandeviUe to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received April 7th.) 

(Extract.) Buenos Ayres, January 2Srd, 1839. 

The Chamber of Representatives of the Province of Buenos Ayres was 
opened on the 1st inst., with the usual solemnities. 

In that part of the message which speaks of the foreign relations of the 
Republic, the following paragraph occurs — 

"The negotiation undertaken by the British Government for the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, with which the Minister of that nation is charged, has not come to a 
close. The Government sincerely sympathizes with the philanthropic and hidi 
sentiments of the August Sovereign ot Great Britain, and is ready to conclude 
the negotiation satisfactorily, participating with pleasure in the honour of sanc- 
tioning an act of justice claimed by religion, humanity, and the civilization of the 
age. It will devote to this important aflFair all its zeal, the moment that its 
present serious occupations will permit." 



No. 8. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. MandevilU. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 22, 1839. 

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 23rd January, 1839, transmitting 
extracts from that portion of the Message from the Government of Buenos Ayres, 
to the Legislative Body, which regards the Foreign Relations of the Argentine 
Republic. 

Her Majesty's Government have observed with satisfaction, that the Govern- 
ment of the Argentine Republic declare in that Message their readiness to 
conclude with Great Britain the Treaty,, which you have been instructed to nego- 
tiate, for the abolition of the Slave Trade of that Republic. 

Her Majesty's Government take an anxious interest in the success of the nego- 
tiations on the subject of the Slave Trade, and I have to desire that you will press, 
by all the means in your power, the successful termination of that with which you 
k we charged. I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

J. H. Mandeville, Esq. 
8fc. 8fc. 8fc. 

No. 9. . • 

Mr. MandeviUe to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 26tk.) ^ 

My Lord, Buenos Ayres, February 19<A, 1839- 

I have had the honour to receive your Lordship's dm>atch, marked " Slave 
Trade," of the 24th of November, 1838, enclosing a iSKft of a Treaty, con- 
taining, in an amended form, the propositions which were transmitted in the Draft 
which VFas sent out to Mr. Hamilton in September 1834. 

From the language of the Ministe/ for Foreign Affairs, as well as from the 
declaration contained in His Excellency 'd note to me, of the 10th of October last 
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a copy of which was transmitted to your Lordship in my Slave Trade Despatch of 
be 14th of that month) » of the sincere disposition of the present government to 
conclude with Great Britain a ^reaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade, I 
have great reason to hope that the just expectations of Her Majesty's Government 
will not be disappointed, and that this Government will act up to its professions : 
and I trust that it is not necessary to assure your Lordship, that my best efforts will 
be directed for the attainment of so desirable an object. 

I have already given a copy of the Draft of the Treaty, for translation, to the 
Mnister for Foreign Affairs. 

(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

The Right Hon. Vucount Palmerston, G.C.B. 
Sfe, 8fc. 8fc. 
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CHILE. 



No. 10. 
Colonel TFalpole to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received February 25, 1839.) 

Mt Lord, Santiago, October 21, 1838. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's Despatches marked 
Slave Trade, up to that of the 19th of June, 1838, vrith their several Enclosures. 

On the receipt of that Despatch, I communicated its contents, together with a 
copy of its enclosure, to His Excellency the Minister for Foreign .^airs, for the 
information of the Chilian Government, accompanied by a note, of which a copy is 
enclosed. 

I have the honour also to submit a copy of a translation of the reply thereto. 

I have &CC 
' (Signed) ' JOHN WALPOLE. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B, 
8fc. Sfc. 8fc. 



First Enclosure in No. 10. 
Colonel fValpole to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

The Undersigned has, by directions from his Government, the honour to 
transDjit to His Excellency, the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, the enclosed 
copy of an address to Her Majesty, from the Commons House of Parliament on 
the 10th of May, and of Her Majesty's gracious reply thereto. 

The Undersigned has, at the same time, received instructions to press upon the 
Chilian Government the immediate conclusion of the negotiations with wnich he 
has been charged, for a Treaty conducive to the extinction of the traffic in slaves : 
but as probably Her Majesty's Government have not yet been made acquainted with 
the advanced progress made in those negotiations, and of the happy prospect of 
their early conclusion, the Undersigned will alone draw the attention of His Excel- 
lency to the contents of the enclosed paper, as an exhibition of the earnest and 
increasing desire entertained both by tne Parliament and by the Government of 
Great Britain for the total and perpetual suppression of that trade. 

The Undersigned, &c. < 
(Signed) JOHN WALPOLE. 

Her Britannic McQesttfs Consul' General. 
Santiago, October 18, 1838. 

His Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 
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SeconVEnelosure in No. 10. ^ 

(Translation.) , The Minister /or Foreign Affaire to Colonel ff^alpole. 

SiH, Santiago, October 20, 1838. 

I HAVE received and laid before the President the note of yesterday 's date, 
in which you do me the honour to transmit to me a copy of a representation from 
the British House of Commons to the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and of Her Majesty's benevolent reply thereto. 

You also give me to understand, that you have received instructions to promote 
the immediate conclusion of the Treaty between our respective Governments, for 
the abolition of the traffic in slaves. 

His Excellency has directed me to reply to you that he congratulates himself on 
the complete harmony which, on a subject of so much interest to humanity, exists in 
the sentiments of ihejAugust Sovereign of the United Kingdom, and of the British 
Parliament, and wi||h hare "^ at all times animated the Government of this 
Republic. 

I flatter myself that all will be prepared in a few days for the celebratiog^of the 
Treaty. Accept, &c. 

* (Signed) JOAQUIN TOCORNAL. 

Her Britannic Majesty's Consul-General, ^ 

8fc. 8fc. 8fc. 
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Tfo..ll. 
Colonel Campbell to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received February 14.) ! 

My Lord, 'Cairo, JnnmrrylOih, 1B39. 

It is with very great pleasure tliat I have the^honour to report to your 
Lordship, that the Pacha during his present journey into Nubia and Sennaar^ 
appeafli to have carefully examined and inqufa-ed irito the different icircumstances 
connected with the Slave Trade, and that wective measures will Ipe taken by him 
to diminish this traffic as much as possible, and to ameliorate the evils of it. I have 
the honour to transmit to your Lordship an extract of a letter written by Dr. 
Gaetani Bey, the European Physician of the Pacha, to Clot «Bey, an eminent 
French Physician at the nead of the medical establishments in Egypt, and whose 
name is well known in Europe, and it is due to both Clot Bey and Gaetani Bey to 
say th4t they have always shown themselves decided advocates for the abolition of 
this nefarious traffic. 

Your Lordship will see by the letter of Dr. Gaetani, that His EGghness has 
already taken some measures in this affair ; and I have eveor hope that on 4he re- 
turn of the Pacha, he will officiallj^ommunicate to me the measuils which he has 
adopted, yd which will thus be a ^larantee for his fulfilment of them, and I shall 
not fail to press the matter strongly. Mr. Consul Thurburn also spoke to Boghos 
Bey on the sanie subject, and the Bey told him that, on the return of the Pacha from 
Fasoglou, he was convinced that he would take some steps, with a view to prevent 
further importation of negroes into Egypt, and that His Highness would also adopt 
any suggestion for the gradual abolition of slavery in this country, so as to recon- 
cile that measure with the prejudices and feelings of the people. 

Boghos !%y says that, he believes that according to the Musulman I^(W, no man 
has^ right to hold a slave in slavery for more than seven years. If such be the 
case, I tWnk that the Pacha, by enforcing that law, would alleviate |^e condition oL 
those sRtves who are dissatisfied with their masters, and he might introduce a sys- 
tem of registration, by means of which a check would be kept on the abuse of that 
law. It would also tend to prevent mrfssters from treating their slaves wi% cruelty, 
though such an e^ll is of rare occurrence among Turks, who generally treat their ^ 
slaves with greiM mildness. I have, &c. # 

^ (Signed) PATRICK CAMPBELL. 

Theltight Hon. Viscount Palmerston^ O. C. J?.,* 

8fc. 8fc. 8fc. t 



Enclosure in No. 11. 

(Translation.) Ea^tract of a Letter from Dr. Gaetmi Bey, dated Cartoum. « 
.^* Becember 9, 1838. 

Throughout our journey, we collected from the mouths of Europeans and 
Africans, accounts relative to t||»Jerrible traditions of the conquest, and above all, 
of the vengeful expedition of theDefterdar ; and these accounts proved, that in many 
functionaries, hardened by a long residence to the sight of ferocious practices, the 
gprms of instinctive humanity, have allowed themselves to be smothered, and re- 
placed bv barbarous habits. ^ 
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^ ^ We learnt also* that as His Higliness advanced towards the theatre of these de- z: 
♦plorahle scenes, his heart bled as the reports of them became more distinct, and some 
words which fell from him, made people presume, that he thought of healing old 
wounds, and preventing their re-opening. 

i I ^ now able to announce to you, with joy, a great measure which His High- 
ness aecidetf upon some days ago, and for the execution of which, the necessary 
orders have been issued. The Viceroy declared to us, that on the 4th of Decem- 
ber, he had sent circulars into the mountains, and formal instructions to the chiefs 
of troops, to give full and entire guarantee to the Negroes, and to prevent, for the 
future, the terrible '* Slave Hunt." 

I considered myself doubly fortunate to see the initiative taken on this occasion 
by the great man, over whose health my duty and my'aflfection make me watch 
incessantly, and who is good enough to permit^ me even to offer founsel and the 
free expression of my thoughts. 

After this declaration of His Highness, I have not been able to refrain from 
telling him, that by it he had entered on the best way for conciliating the good 
will of Europe. 

On this occasion His Highnes$^ marked, with extreme sagacity, the terms on 
which the abolition of sla]|^ry is practicable. Slavery said he, is, in fact, and by 
right, according to religion, incorporated in the great Mussulman race. 

To attack it openly is impossible. All that depends on me is to forbid the hunt 
to the agents of my Government. By that, and by example, to dimiifish among 
the great, and 9y degrees^ among the Anall, the need of this institution, which has 
become domestic ; such are the progressive and sure results of the decision which I 
have come to. I, do not think that I ought to expect more at present ; for I cannot 
effect more. 

I rejoice, my dear friend, while I think of the good which may result from such 
a measure, which is at the same timeiiumane and politic. The Negroes w^ll per- 
haps apply with, ardour to productive labour their members, freed and secured 
from all violence ; and V believe that herci* in Fasoglo, and higher up, the native 
Negroes are alone able to cultivate the ground successfully, as it has been remarked 
^ that the Indian&pf Ailterica are much superior to imported Negroes and half-castes« 

I do not doum; that, on his return. His Higl||ess will declare this act in a solemn 
manner, and then the cessation of slavery wiU have an official point oflieparture ; 
and this ancient barbarous usage will begin to disappear little by little from the 
East, as it fell in the West, under the influence of religion, of science, and of in- 
dustry. 

It is with the liveliest satisfaction that I acquaint you that the health of His High- 
ness has never for one moment suffered from fatigues, and that it continues to be 
excellent. 

f* T flQVO ATI* 

(Signed)' ' '' GAETANIJ3ET. 
'iTo CM Bey: 
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MEXICO- 



I^o. 12. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Pakenkam. 

* 

Sir, :' ^ • Foreign Office, April 1, 1839. 

With refef-ence to th^^tructions which I have on fonner occasions given, 
both to yourself and to Mr. A^bumham, respecting the conclusion of a ']u^ty 
between Great Britain and Mexico, for the effectual suppression of the Slave 
Trade, I have to desire that you will take an early opportunity, after the receipt of 
this Despatch, strongly to urge the Mexican Government to bring to a satisfactory 
termination the negotiation, with which you have been charged upon this subject. 

I am, %cc. 
(Signed) IfALMERSTQIJ. 

Richard Pakenhanij Esq. 
Sfc. Sfc. 8f€. 
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No. 13. 



!■ 



Jfr. MandevUle tg VUcount Palmerston.— (Received February 6, 1839 J 

My Lord, Buenos Ayres, Noven^er 11 thy 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the recfipt of your Lordship's Despatch, 
marked Slave Trade, of the 17th August, 1838. 

In obedience to the instructions therein contained, I have addressed a letter to 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the new Government of the Republic of the 
Uruguay, of which^the enclosed is a copy, wherein 1 have strrongly urged His 
Excellency to renew the negotiations for the conclusion of a Slave Tirade Treaty ; 
and in the event of that Government consenting to my proposal, I shiill not fail to 
avail mysoif of the instructions contained in your Lordship's Despatch, of the 2'2nd 
Februaiy, of this Sej:ies, in order to arrive at a successful issue with a^ little delay 
as possible. 

In the note which I addressed to General Oribe, late President of that Rd^ublii^ 
in September last, a copy of which was transmitted to your Lordship in my Slave 
Trade Despatch of the 5th of that month of this year, I stated that Her Majesty's 
Governmeqt is desirous to. conclude with Montevideo a Treaty for the suppres- 
i^n of Slave Trade without waiting for the signature of a Treaty of Commerce, and 
I earnestly invited the Government of the Uruguay immediately to sign and con- 
clude such a Slave Trade Treaty ; but in the answer which His Excellency had 
directed M. Villademoros to address to me, enclosed in my Slave Trade Despatch 
of September 28th, no notice was taken of that part of my note to the President, 
in which the desire to conclude the Treaty had been manifested by Her Majesty's 
Govertiment. 

I have, &c. 
CSigned) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, J^.C.B. ^ ^ ^ 

Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. ^ 



^ Enclosure in No. 13. 

Mr. Mandthille to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Uruguay l^epublic. 

The Undersigned^ &c., has received instructions from His Government, to 
yge upon that of the Republic of the Uruguay, the renewal of the negotiations 
which he has at various times, since his arrival in this country proposed to, and 
once entered into with the late President qf that Republic, and particularly in 
the note that he addressed tcMrenera] Oribe in the month of September last, 
.wherein, by the desire of Her Majesty's Minister for Foreign Affairs, he requested 
Tlis Excellency to correct a mis-sjatement that is contained in His Excellency's 
Message to the Legislative Assembly of this year; in which, referring to the* 
relations between Great Britain and the Republic, he stated that the British 
G<>¥ernment had declared that Great Britain would not conclude with Montevideo 
a treaty for the suppression of Slave Trade, unless the Government of Montevideo 
was prepared at the same time to conclude a Treaty of Commerce with Great 
Britain ; which stetemenl^, as the Undersigned proceeded to prove in his note, was 
incorrect and without foundation, and again pressed upon His Excellency to sign 
and conclude a Slave Trade Treaty. 

The British Government is ready at once to conclude with Montevideo a Tr^y 
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for the suppression of Slave Trade, without wMing for the signature of a Treaty^ 
of Commerce ; and the Governmeirt of the Repuhlic of the Uruguay, is hereby^ 
earnestly invited by that of Great Britain, immediately to resume the negotiations 
for the conclusion of such a Slave Trade Treaty. ** ^ 

^ The Undersigne4Htvails, &c. 

No date. (Signed) " # H. MANDEVILIJE/' 



^ No. 14. 
Mr. Hood to Viscount Pabxkftston. — (Received March S©fA, 1839.) Mjl 

(Extract.) " ** Montevideo, December^Oth, 1838. 

During the end? of O^ctober and the beginning of Nov^iiber> a report 
became very general that Don Santiago Vasquez, tne Secretary to General Rivera„ 
had so]bi a license tfi Teodoro Villa^a, Lorenzo Perez, and Costa Guimaraens, 
granting them permission to import slaves, under the character of Negro colonists. 

Your Lordship will not fail to recollect, that this scheme of introducing slaves 
under ^the character of their being colonists^ was the creation of M. V asquez, 
then Minister for Foreign Affairs of General Rivera's Presidency in 1832. Thig 
gentleman has always been the zealous and active advocate of slavery, and of 
making it the source of a national income ; and in defence of this traffic^ 
condemned b^ all civilised nations, he then contended, and still contends, that the 
Republic is an independent state ; that its right to trade generally is undeniatle, 
A and if it chooses to trade in «laves, it has the indisputable right to do so. 

The principal obstacle to these opinions, was the Acts and Decrees of the 
late Constitutional General Assembly, who had, in -the most formal manner, 
proscribed that iniquitou^ traffic, and in its place encouraged an extensive emi- 
gration of labourers, from the Basque Provinces and from the Canary Islands. 

Although I had repeatedly been assured, by good authority, of the existence of 
this secret Slave Trading company, and of their plan of enlisting half of Monte* 
video as small shareholders, to make the traffic popular, I still was not altogether- 
convinced, until I received a note from Mr. Vasquez (a copy of which I enclose), 
in which [it^ appeared extraordinary that the Government should tUnk it neces^' 
sary to acquaint an English Consul, that a Brazilian vessel had run away from the 
port, when there were Brazilian vessels of war in harbour, but no English ones. 
This circumstance created a suspicion in my mind which induced me to inquire of 
other Consuls, whether they had received a similar information, but they knew 
A nothing of the matter. I then called upon the Brazilian Commodore in command 
of the port, but ^ fcr from his having heard anything of this vessel running away, 
he informed me that he b^d sent official despatches to the BraziliaH Government 
by that identical vessel. Upon further inquiry, I discovered she had befti sent on 
a slaving vovage,^ to touch at Rio de Janeiro, and there procure the necessary 
cargo for the%bast of Africa. I enclose my reply to this note. 



Firsfer Enclosure in No. 14. 
M. Pu$fneM tb M)r. HtH)d. 

(Transliitioii.)* ^ Mwntemideai.Deeemb&rSa^y 1£36. 

The Captain of the Pbrt has just made viown to His Excellency the 
General-in-Chie^ that the Bi-azilian brig/' Pn'nqjj^ Imperial has sailed to-day 
from this port without asking for the necessary vim, and con8equen% leaving in. 
his office all the papers which belong to her. His Excellency, nas ordered ma^ 
bring to the knowledge of the Cbnsul-General of Her Bjdtannic M ajes^. the kinf 
of suspicion, wliich naturally f&Qs upon an act o£ this, character, in order t£aCAemlq( 
use tfaia knowl^ge as he may dunk best. » 

X availl sLc **^^ 

(Signed)' SAS^'ASSCtWASICSiilX. 

To (he CoHwl-Gefuraloflier Britannie Majet^ 



•p.. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Iikel 



Seeond luiilosiire in No. 14. 

Mn I^wd to the Commemder-in^Ckief. 

it« ** 

Th£ Undersigoedy Her ^ritannic Majesty's Consul-General, has tte 

i,,brt]£i9r to acknowledge the jieceip*rH^ the Commander-in-Chief's 

note of the 5th instai^^ and* in reply he begs to observe, that, unluckily, there are 

•HO British ships of w^ar disposable at this port to go in pursuit of the runaway 

^ vessel, which, however, may be of the lesinmportance,^since two jBrazilian men-of- 

"war are at anchor dSF the city. 

Hesulting froit- the inquiries which the Undersigned has been able to make 
^n the whole matter, he thinks it his duty tai«ay, that it would appear more than 
kely that the Brazilie^ brig " Principe Ii^eriar Fill have proceeded to Angola, 
JOT scMne othej^ort on the coast of Africa. 

The Undersigned will have the honour to ccmm&unic^fte to Her Majesty's Go- 
vernment the obliging information of His Excellency, and he avails himself of this 
occasion to repeat his high consideration and respect. 

(Signed) THOMAS SAMUEL HOOD. 

MonteMeOy December 8ih, 1838. 
^His Ea^eeUeney the (xeneral-tn-Chiefofthe CdnstitutionalArmy. • 



* No. 15. 

Mr. Manf§emlle to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received ApritT,) 

'Mt Lord, "^ Buenos Ayres, January 5th, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship ? copy ofS^a note, with a 
translation of it, which I have received in answer to that which I addressed t<f the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs at Montevideo, on the 15th of November last, in 
^hich I urged His Excellency to re-commence, and conclude, the negotiations for 
a Treaty with Great Britain, for the suppression of the Slave Trade in the Re- 
public of the i^ruguay. 

M. Vasquez informs me, in his note, that Grcneral Ribera, who has at pre- 
sent the direction of the Government of that Republic, is animated with the 
greatest desire of cultivating and improving the friendly relations, which exist 
between that State and Great Britain, and His Excellency regrets thai at this 
moment he is not invested with sufficient powers to enter into the negotiations 
which are proposed to him ; but that, on deposing the authoritj^ which he exer- 
cises at present, into the hands of the constitutional Powers which, in a very few 
days, are W be rerestablished, he will recommend to them most especially this 
matter, although the Slave Trade is prohibited by the constitution^ and conse- 
quently is not permitted within the territories of the State, ' ^ 

The Minister then mentions, that an importation of Africans, . under the de- 
t nomination of colonists, has^jeen permitted in the Republic, which experience has 
-shown to be as favourable tothe country, which is in want of labourers, as it is to 
the individuals themselves ; and His Excellency th^ffreneral In Chief is of opinion 
that this benefit, and that which the treasuTy receives from the sums produced by 
their importation, may be made to accord with the wishes of the British Govern- 
menty by means of stipulations, entered into with advantage and ju^ice to both 
parties. His Excellency flatty himself, th&t the most satisfactory results will 
arise from the ulterior regulatMis, which the constitutional authority will adopt, 
and assures me, that to attain ti a pp, he will use all the influence which his position 
gives -him. •• ^* 

As I should very reluctantly enter into any negotiation on the subject of 
'African colonists, without further instruetions from your Liordship, I beg leave to 
request that you will be pleased to direct what langtiage I am to hold, when this 
matter comes under discuseran. • 

•^ I have^ &c. 

"" (Signed) J. H. MANDBVILLE. 

The Right Hon. Fisctrnta Palmerston, CCB., ' 
'^ Sfc, -Sfc. Sfc. 
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Enclosure in No. 15. ^ ^ ^ - 

Mr. Vaaqaez to Mr. Mandevifle. 

Montevideo, December ISth, 183S. 

The Undersigned Secretary has had the honour of receiving and laying before 
His Excellency the General in Chief of the Constitutional Aimy, the Despatch of 
His Excellency Mr. Mandeville, Minister Plenipotentiary, &c., dated Buenos 
Ayres, the 15th of last month, in which he is pleased^ state to him, that in Sep- 
tember last he found himself obliged to request of the ex-President of the Re- 
public, the correction of that part of the message, which he addressed in die present 
year to the^legislative body, wherein it was stated that the British Government 
had not wished to conclude a Treaty for the suppression of the Slqje Trade, unless 
a Treaty of Commerctj. shou]^ be entered into at the same time ; assuring His Ex- 
cellency that Great Britain is disposed to conclude the Convention for the abolition 
of the Slave Trade, without waiting for the settlement of a Treaty of Commerce, 
and inviting again the Government of the Republic to renew immediately the ne- 
gotiations ior the conclusion of that Treaty. 

His Excellency the Commander in Chief, animated with the most arduous 
wishes of cultivating and improving the relations, which happily reign between 
the two countries, bound hy ties and sympathies so strong as those tnat prevail 
between this Republic and Great Britain, has been pained not to find himself at 
this moment invested with powers sufficient to open the negotiations which are 
proposed, but he has directed me to inform vou, that on deposing the authority, 
which he exercises at present by the force oi events, into the hands of the consti- 
tutional powers which, within a very lew days, are to be re-established ; he will 
recommend to them most especially this matter, although the Slave Trade is pro- 
hibited by the Constitution, and that, conseaueutly,'* it does not exist in the Re- 
public ; and j^lthouglw the importation of Airicans which has been allowed into it 
hj^s been under the character of colonists, in which experience shows that they 
have been equally favoured with the country that receives them, the increase of 
which labourers it greatly wants. His Excellency the General is of opinion that 
this benefit, and that which the tr^sury receives from the sums produced by their 
importation, which, although employed afterwards for the benefit of the same 
negroes) serve as a great relief towards the exigencies of the natioiji^l treasury, may 
be reconciled \nth the wish^ of the British Government, and with the purity of 
principle which the Republic professes^ by means of stipulations directed with 
success and justice. 

His Excellency the General, flatters himself \vjfii the most satisfactory result 
from the ulterior, regulations which the constitutional authority will come to, and 
he assures the Minister Plenipotentiary, that in order to attain it, he will use all 
the influence which his position gives him. 

The undersigned, &c. 
^ (Signed) SANTIAGO VASQUEZ. 

ToMrTMandeville, 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



- No. 16. 

Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received April!.) 
Mt Lord, Buenos Ayres, January 2\, 1839. 

I HAVE received a letter from Her JM^jesty's Consul-General at Monte- 
video, in which he acquaints me that a new nwlnod of smuggling slaves into the 
Republic of the Uruguay, has been there adopted : it is managed in this way. A 
Brazilian subject, for Mr. Hood observes that they are mostly Brazilians who 
are engaged in this traffic, becomes owner of a vessel under Montevidean colours. 
He sends a cargo from Montevideo to Rio de Jfeneiro, where the vessel receives 
in return, BraziUan produce, with which is obtamed A regular clearance, and she* 
sails back to Montevideo. Having got outside the harbour of Rio, little sail is 
made, and at night, a boat comes off from the shore, with 20 to 40 negroes, 
and these are landed at Maldonado^ or in the neighbourhood, and then the ves«el 
makes her entry into Montevideo in the usual manner, and no questions are 
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asked. By a systematic repetition of thb fraud, a great number of slaves are 
introduced into the Banda Oriental. 

I have thought it my duty to report to your ''Lordship on this retail traffic in 
slaves, that measures may be taken by Her Majesty's Government, to put an end 
to such iniqi^ous proceedings. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE. 

The Right Han. Fiscouul Palmerstan, G.C.B. 
cfc. 8fc. 8fc. 

No^l7. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. MandevUle. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 25th, 1839. 

I HAVE received your Despatch, Slave Trade, of the 5th of January, 1839* 
transmitting copy, and translation of a note from-M. Vasquez, in answer to your 
note to him, urging a renewal of the negotiations for a Treaty between Great 
Britain and Alontevideo, for the suppression of the Slave Trade of Montevideo. 

I perceive that M. Vasquez expresses a hope, that stipulations may be admitted 
into that Treaty, which shall have the effect of sanctioning the importation of 
Africans into Montevideo, under the denomination of Colonists. 

But, upon this point, you will observe to the Montevidean minister, that th^ 
term African Colonist is only another expression for the term African slave ; and 
you will give him clearly to understand, that the British Government can enter 
into no arrangement, which would have the effect of sanctioning under one name, 
a practice, which such arrangement professed to put down under another name. 
You will, at the same time, urge the Montevidean Government- to accede to the 
just desires of Her Majesty's Government, by concluding a Treaty upon Slave 
Trade without any further delay. 

I am, &c. 
^Signed) PALMERSTON/ 

/. H. Mandeville, Esq. 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 
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No. 18. 
Mr. B. J¥^lson to Fhcount Palinerstan. — (Received Jaimaty 16, 1839.) 
My Lord, Lima, September 2l9t, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yoar Lordship's Despatch, 
marked " Slave Trade/' of the 30th of April last, 'together with the fiill powers 
therewith transmitted, to enable me to conclude and sign a Treaty on behalf of 
Great Britain with the Peru-Bolivian CJonfederation, for the entire suppressbn of 
the Slave Trade, and for declaring that the crime of Slave Trade shall be consi- 
dered and treated as piracy. 

I have likewise received an amended draft of the whole Treaty, and the draft rf 
two additicmal Articles thereto, which I am empowered to propose to the Peru- 
Bolivian Government. 

The circumstai)^ of the groundless and wasteful war, so obstinately persevered 
in by Chile against the Peru-Bolivian Confederation, will, I fear, amongst other 
evils attending it, prejudice the interests of civilization and humanity, retarding 
the conclusion of this Treaty, to which His Excellency, General Santa Cruz, 
Supreme Protector of the Peru-Bolivian Confederation, has formally expressed his 
willingness to accede. And should, unfortunately, the Government of Chile suc- 
ceed in overthrowing the Peru-Bolivian Confederation and the enlightened Crovem- 
ment of General Santa Cruz, which are the declared objects of the war, I much 
dread that a Peruvian Government would decline to enter into the negotiation of 
such a Treaty. 

But your Lordship may rest assured that its negotiation shall not be retarded by 
any want of zeal on my part. 

I have &LC 
(Signed) B. H. WILSON. 

The Right Hon. discount Palmerston, G.C.B., 
8fc. 8fc. 8[c. 



No. 19. 
Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received ^pril2Sind, 1839.) 

Mt Lord, Lima, December I2th, 1838. 

In obedience to the instructions with which I was' honoured in your Lord- 
ship's Despatch, dated the 9th of June last, I immediately transmitted to the Peni- 
Bolivian Government the copy of the Resolution, which was voted unanimouslv by 
the House of Commons on tne 10th of May, 1838, for an Address to Her Majesty 
upon Slave Trade ; and a copy of the Answer which, on the 23rd of the same 
month. Her Majesty was pleased to return to that Address ; and I at the same 
time earnestly pressed upon them the immediate conclusion of the negotiation upon 
the subject of the extinction of the traffic in slaves ; into which His Excellency the 
Proctor, Santa Cruz, formally expressed his readiness to enter, in the note which 
his Secretary-General addressed to me, under date of the 20th October, JL836. 

Enclosed are copies of my Despatch, and of the reply thereto (with its corre- 
sponding translation) of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, stating the grounds upon 
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which his Goyernment deem it to be inexpedient^ at the present moment, to con- 
clude that negotiation. 

It is^ however, but justice te His ExoeHency, the Protector, to express my ratire 
confidence in the sincerity of his declared willingness to contribute to the extinc- 
tion of the infianons traffic in slaves, by the conclusion of a Treaty with Great 
Britain to that effect, the moment the political circumstances of the country will 
allow of the question being fairly and dispassionately entertained by the Govern- 
ment and nation at large. 

Any attempt, however, at negotiation upon this subject, so long as a Chilean 
invading army and a Chile-Peruvian Government, suppoited by its bayonets, shall 
exist in tlie Peruvian territory, would be eagerly seiaed hold of by them as a handle 
to misrepresent the true character and object of the negotiation, with a view to 
inflaming the minds of the people of North Peru against the Protectorial Govern- 
ment: 

But I entertain hopes, that His Excellency will at the proper time, be enabled 
to procure the introduction into any constitution, which may hereafter be formed for 
the future government of the Peru-Bolivian Confederation, of an Article declaring 
that the crime of Slave Trade shall be considered and treated as piracy ; and 
thereby facilitating the negotiation of a Treaty with Great Britain for the entire 
suppression of that traffic. 

Your Lordship may be satisfied that I shall myself omit no step, calculated to 
bring the negotiation with which I am charged to an early and successful conclu- 
sion. 

I have Slc * 

(Signed) . B. H: WILSON. . 

The Right Hon. Viscmint Paknefslm, G.C.B., 

' Sfe. 8fe. Sfc. 



First Enclosure in No. 19. 
Mr. }Vihon to Ute Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Her Majesty's Legation^ 
Lima, November 30thy 1838, 

Viscount Palmerston, Her Majesty's Pi-incipal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, has, by express command of Her Majesty, instructed the Under- 
sized to communicate to the Peru-Bolivian Government the Copy of a Resolution, 
which was voted unanimously by the British House of Commons, on the 10th oi 
May, 1838, for an Address to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade, and a Copy of the 
Answer which, on the 23rd of the same month. Her Majesty was pleased to return 
to that Address. 

^ITie Peru-Bolivian Government will see, from these two papers herewith trans- 
mitted, the unceasing and anxious desire of the Parliament and Government of 
Great Britain for the extinction of the traffic in slaves ; a desire which, it is but 
justice to state, has hitherto been fully sympathised in by the Peru-Bolivian Go- 
vernment, in common with those of all the states of the Spanish- American con- 
tinent. •" 

Viscount Palmerston has furthermore instructed the Undersigned earnestly to 
press upon the Peru-Bolivian Government the immediate conclusion of the nego- 
ciations with which he has been charged upon this subject, and into which His 
Excellency, the Supreme Protector, expressed his readiness to enter, in the note 
with which General Don Pio de Tristan, the Secretary-General of his Excellency, 
honoured the Undersigned under date of the 20th of October, 1836. 

The Undersigned, &c. 
^ „. (Signed) B. H. WILSON. 

The Minister for Foreign Affmrs, 
Sse. 8fc. Sfc. 
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Second Enclosure in No. 19. 
(Translation.) Setihor Cashmro OlaHeta to Mr. B. H. WUion. 

SiR^ Protectoral Palace in Limap December 6, 1838. 

Nothing is more in accordance with the spirit of the age in which wc 
live^ with the principles of Christianityi whose beneficent influence has so 
softened down the fierceness of national customs, and with the progress of 
social iniprovement, than the abolition of the traffic in slaves. His Excel- 
lency the Supreme Protector, views in this infamous commerce the human 
species degraded, by thi^ sordid conversion of fellow-creatures into marketable 
commodities, thereby occasioning the retrocession of human reason to a 
pristine state of barbarism. 

Every measure that in any way may tend to diminish the system reprobated 
by universal iustice and by the Gospel, is in accordance with those noble 
sentiments which elevate the civilizeci condition of man ; wresting him from 
the power of his oppressors, and from the servitude to which he is destined 
by tne avarice of criminal speculations. These, sir, are the sentiments of my 
(iovemment, who is sincerely desirous of seeing them practically established 
throughout the world, and all Governments agreed in eradicating sentiments 
contrary to such enlightened doctrines. But there are particular circum- 
stances in which Governments cannot always give an unlimited extension to 
their policy, on account of the greater evil which might therefrom result 

You are well acquainted with the iniquitous means which the Government 
of Chile employs to continue and sustain its war against Peru, and it would 
be suflicient that His Excellency should consent to the just indication of Her 
Britannic Majesty's Government, that the party in Peru which is sustaining 
the Chilean invasion, should represent this measure as one destructive to the 
interest of agriculture ; and consequently, converting a principle of eternal 
justice into a pretext for exciting a feeling against the Protectoral Govern- 
ment. 

His Excellency has convened the Assemblies of North and South Peru. 
If the Confederation shall continue, the Government will propose to the 
General Legislative Bodv the basis of a treaty, and will exert all its influence 
to promote the practical adoption of an incontrovertible axiom, such as tlie 
abolition of the traffic in slaves* This is in accordance with the ancient 
fundamental laws of Peru, with her Treaty with Colombia, and with the pro- 
gress of civilization. With respect to Bolivia, the constitution enacts severe 
punishments against this traflSc, and happily ere long will be therein abolished 
the very names of masters and slaves. 

Condescend, sir, to represent these sentiments to your Government, and to 
receive the assurances of^my highest consideration. 

(Signed) CASIMIRO OLANETA. 

To Mr. fTtkon, 

ifc. 8^. 
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No. 20. 
Sir R. Ker Porter to Viscount Palfnerston.^-^{Reeeived March 28.) 

My Lord, Caraccis^ January 4, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's 
Despatch, " Slave Trade/* of December last, transmitting to me jour in- 
structions relative to the alterations proposed to be made in the Treaty con- 
cluded between Great Britain and Venezuela, on the 19th of May, 1837, 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade, to which I will most faithfully attend, 
should the Congress object to its ratification in the form originally concluded. 

Having the honour, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT KER PORTER. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmer ston^ G.C.B., 
Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 



No. 21. 
Sir R. Ker Porter to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received May 20M.) 

My Lord, Caraccts, February 23, 1839. 

I REGRET to inform your Lordship, that the present Congress has refused 
its approbation to the Treaty concluded on the 19th of May, 1837, for the abo- 
lition of the traffic in slaves, in consequence (as stated in the enclosed copy of a 
decree thereon) of Venezuela not having it in her power to fulfil some of the 
stipulations ; and that also, from the nature of her institutions, the National Re- 
presentation could not pledge itself to the fulfilment of others, without becoming 
greally embarrassed thereby. 

On receiving officially this information, I made known to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, that Her Majesty's Government, for the sake of obtaining the 
ratification of a Treaty of this nature, had consented to the alterations contained 
in his communication to me of the 25th of September last. 

In consequence, therefore, of this information. His Excellency the President, 
has named a Sefior Jos^ Santiago Rodriquez, Judge Fiscal of the Supreme Court, 
as Plenipotentiary on the part of Venezuela, to negotiate and conclude a new 
Treaty, who will be furnished with instructions accordingly. 

Should the spirit, which has influenced the Le^slative Chambers to refuse their 
consent to the Treaty of May 1837, as well as oi the instructions given to Sefior 
Rodriquez^ appear to me, during our conferences to incline him to cling most 
tenaciously thereto ; and that by my making conciliatory changes in the points 
objected to, or by the revision of several of the Articles would meet sudli ob- 
jections, without taking from1;he true spirit and g-eat end of the Treaty ; I think 
I may agree to them, authorized as I am by the Uoyal full Powers, 8lu>uld I find 
such unavoidable, according to my own juogment. I trust, however, my Lord,, 
you will not deem this, as having lost sight ot your instructions of December las^. 
touching this second Treaty; but attribute it to my zeal, that the wishes of Her 
Majesty's Government should be accomplished. 

(Signed) ROBERT.KER PORTBR. 

The Biftht Hon. Vtteount Palmerston, Q.C.B., 
cfc. ife. Sfc. 
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Enclosure in No. 21. 
(Translation.) Decree. 

The Senate and Chamber of -Representatives assembled in Congress. 

Having seen the Treaty of the Abolition of the TraflSc in Slaves, signed 
in the city of Caracas on the 19th of May, 1837, and its annex of the same date, 
by the Plenipotentiaries of Venezuela and of His Majesty the King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, each fully authorised by their respective 

governments, — consider, amongst other things, firstly, that Venezuela, by her laws^ 
as co-operated, and will co-operate, efficaciously for the abolition of the traffic in 
Slaves, as far as it lays in her power ; and secondly, that, for want of means, it be- 
comes impossible for her to fulfil some ^ the stipulations of the Treaty ; and, also, 
that from the nature of the institutions of tlie country, were the National Repre- 
sentation to pledge itself to the fulfilment of some of the others, would become 
thereby greatly embarrassed ; 

Decree, 

That the Congress does not give its consent and approbation to the Treaty on 
the Abolition of the Traffic in Slaves, signed in Caracas on the 19th of May, 183T, 
by the respective Plenipotentiaries^ of Venezuela and of the King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Done in Caracas^ February 12<A, 1839. 

(Signed) JOSE' VARGAS,^ 

President of the Senate. 
JUAN MANUEL MANRIQUE, 

President of the Representatives. 
JOSE' ANGEL TREYRE, 
• Secretary to the Senate. 

RAFAEL ACEVEDO. 

Let this be carried into effect. 

(Signed) JOSE' ANTONIO PAEZ. 

GUILLERMO SMITH, 

Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

Caracas, February 13fA, 1889. 
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Na 22. 
ViBOQwU FaJmerHon ta Mr. Fox^ 

Sib, Foreign Office, February 5, 1839. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you copies of papers, which I have received from 
the Admiral^, relating to an American schooner named the ** Mary Hooper,* be- 
lon^g to l^hiladelphia, and met with recently off the Oallinas on the coast of 
Afiica, under circumstances which ^ve reason to believe, that she was destined for 
Slave Trade. 

You will transmit copies of these papers to Mr. Forsyth ; and you vrill, in a note 
accompanying them, request the serious attention of the United States Govern- 
ment to tae increasing abuse, whkh is made of the flag of the United States ^ 
pirates of other nations, for ihe piu^pose of protecting their criminal undertakings 
m Slave Trade. 

You will further state in your note on this subject to Mr. Forsyth, that Her 
Majesty's Government cannot doubt, that the United States Government will take 
some effectual steps to rescue the flag of the Union from the discredit, which such 
proceedings tend to cast upon it. 

I am, &c 
H. S. Fodo, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON, 

8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



First Enclosure in No. 22« « 
Sir John Barrow to Mr. Strangw^ys. 

Sir, Admiralty, January Wth, 1839. 

I AM commanded by my Lards Commissioners of the Admiralty to send 
herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, copies of a letter, dated the 
4th of November last, from Rear- Admiral the Honourable George Elliot, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Her Majesty's ships and vessels on the Cape of Good Hope 
and African station, and of its enclosure from Lieutenant Kellett of the " Brisk/' 
on the subject of his having boarded an American schooner, supposed to have been 
proceeding on a slaving voyage. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN BARROW. 

The Honourabk JV. Fox Strangwaye, 
ofc, cfC* cjnP. 



Second Enclosure in No. 22. 

Rear-Admiral Elliot to Mr. Tf^ood. 

Sir, Melville Simon's Bay, November 4th, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the consideration of my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, copy of a letter from Lieutenant Kellett, of Her Majesty's 
brig '* Brisk/* on the subject of his having boarded an American schooner, sup- 
posed to be proceeding on a slaving voyage. 

I have, &c. 
diaries Wood, Esq., (Signed) GfiORGE ELLIOT. 

SfC. Sfc. 8fc. Rear-Admiral CommantRng-in-Chief. 
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Third Enclosure in No. 22. 

Lieutenant Kellett to Admiral ElRot. 

Her Majesty's brig " Brisk;'' 
Sir, lat. T & 7" n.. Ion. 12P 31' w., 19/A July, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, when cruizing for the interception of 
slave-vessels from the ''Gallinas" and Sherbro, I boarded the American schooner 
" Mary Hooper/' belonging to Philadelphia, who received at Havana her cargo 
of Aguardiente, navigated by a crew of seven men. She had on board nine pas- 
sengers; Spaniards and Portuguese, with a Spaniard as supercargo/and is consigned 
to a notorious slave trader at the Gallinas, Charles M. Bergstraud, the master and 
nominal owner, has been twice taken for breaches of the slave-laws. The vessel 
called at Port Praya, and I have no doubt received other papers there ; the Master 
did not deny the fact. The passengers are, I have no doubt^ intended to aissist in 
navi^ting the vessel where her slaves are on boai-d, as she was under the Ameri* 
can flag, I did not feel myself justified in making any search for other papers. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR KELLETT. 



Lieutenant and Commander. 



Rear-Admiral tlie Hon. George Elliot, G.C.B., 
8fc. ^c. Sfc. 



No. 23. 
Viscimnt Palmerston to Mr. Foct. 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 20<A, 1839. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you a copy of a Despatch from Her Majesty's 
Commissioners at the Havana, containing a report of the state of the Slave Traide 
at the date of their letter. 

You will communicate to the United States' Government the contents of that 
Despatch, and you will state that Her Majesty's Government have experienced 
mucn satisfaction at learning the steps which the United States* Government 
have adopted, in order to prevent the flag of the Union from being used for the pur- 
pose of covering and protecting the Slave Trade. 

I am, &c., 
H. S. Foa^, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

^c. Sfc. 8fc. 



Enclosure in No. 23« 

Havana Commissioners, December 2Ath, 1838. 

(See Class A, ?Jo. 38, p. 101.) 



No. 24. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fojp. 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 23rd, 1839. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you an extract from a Despatch which I have re- 
ceived from Her Majesty's Commis^oners at the Havana, containing a statement 
of the Slave Trade at that Port and its neighbourhood during the year 1838. You 
wiU see by that paper that, in the year 18^, no less than 19 American vessels have 
been engaged in the Cuba Slave Trade. 

You win present a note on this subject to the American Minister ; you will ex- 
press the regret of Her Majesty's Government at hearing, that American citizens 
and ships are engaged in Cuba in promoting that trade in slaves which it is the 
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object of the United States, as well as of Great Britain, to suppress ; but you will 
express the confidence of Her Majesty's Government that the United States' Go- 
vernment will, take every stdp withm their power, for preventing such abuses of the 
flag of the Union. 

I am, &c., 
H. S. Fm. Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



Enclosure in No. 24. 
Havana Cammwhners, January 1, 1839. 
(See Class A, No. 41, page 103.) 



No. 25. 
Viscount Pahnerstan to Mr. Fox. 
Sir, Fareigfi Office, March 22, 1839. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you copies of papers, which have been received at the 
Admiralty, showing that the American Consul at the Havana has affixed his name 
to the papers of vessels about to be engaged in the forbidden traffic in slaves, and 
has likewise signed blank forms, to be filled up at pleasure by the persons in com- 
mand of those vessels. 

Her Majesty's Government are unwilling to believe, that any functionary of the 
United States would intentionally assist the traffic in question ; but, in cases of 
this kind, carelessness leads nearly to the same result as actual connivance. 

Her Majesty's Government cannot doubt that the Government of the United 
States will caution the American Consul at the Havana to use, in future, more cir- 
cumspection in matters of this kind, and to exert all the vigilance in his power to 
prevent Slave Traders from screening themselves under the protection of the Ame- 
rican flag. 

I am, &c. 
H. S. Fox, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



First Enclosure in No. 25. 
Admiral ElUot to Mr. Wood. 

Sib, Melville Ascension, 1st January, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose for the information of my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, copies of letters and returns from certain of Her Ma- 
jesty's ships and vessels under my orders, relative to the capture of vessels engaged 
in the illicit traffic in slaves. With reference to the latter part of my letter of the 
19th November last, (I beg leave to call their Lordships' attention to the circum- 
stance of the American Consul at the Havana, affixing his signature to the papers 
of vessels about to be engaged in the detestable traffic alluded to under the Portu- 
guese flag, as stated by Lieutenant Arthur Kellett, of Her Majesty's brig, " Brisk,**) 
and in the report of Lieutenant Oliver of the " Fidr Rosamond," as weU as the said 
Consul signing blank forms, to be filled up at the pleasure of the persons in com- 
mand of these vessels. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE ELUOT, 

To Mr. Wood, Rear Admiral and Cammander-in-CMef. 

OfC. CfC. qTC 
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Second Endiosore in No. S5. 
Lieutencmt KeUett to Admiral Eliht. 



Sir, 



Her Majesty's hrig '' Brisks 
Sierra Leme^ August 8, 1838. 



I HAVE the honour to inform you, tha( I arrived here this day from 
the River Gambia, where I had been, in obedience to your orders, to put myself 
in communication with the Governor of that settlement. I remained there twelve 
hours, and have called in here for information, which I expect to receive relative 
to the sailing of slaves from the Sherbro and Gallinas, for which cruizing, I pro- 
ceed to-morrow. I have to inform you that, during my late cruize to the Gambia^ 
I boarded the Portuguese schooner, " Senhora de Bon Viagem^'' from the Ha- 
vana, at which place she cleared out for Port Praya ; but did not call there, and 
was on her way to the Island of St. Thomas. I be^ to state, that I examined her 
papers, and found that the American Consul at me Havana had signed all her 
papers, his reason for so doing being expressed in them, viz. : — 

There being no Portuguese Consul, or other authorised agent there from the 
Portuguese Government, to do so. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ARTHUR KELLETT, Lieutenant Commanding. 

To Admiral Honourable George Elliot, C.B. 
^c. Sfc. Sfc, 



Thutl Enclosure in No. 26. 



K RiTURN of VsswiM «ngag«d in the Slave Traae, Marched and deUined by Her Majesty's Ships and Vessels, under tBe 
Orders of Eear-Admiral Hon. J. Elliot, C.B^ on the Cape and African Station, between the 1st October and 81st Decem- 
ber, 1838. 



Name of Priie. 



Under what 
Colouis. 



How 
Rigged. 



8 



Howmnd 

where taken: 

if at tea, 

Lat and 

LoBg. 



Whence. 



Whether 
Bound. 



No. of 
DavB 

out. 



1. Pa^pete Felie 
3« Conttitn$ao 



Portogue 



Two 
Topsail 

Two 
Topsail 
Schooner 



28 



24 



3. Dulcinea • 



Poitiiguese 



Schooner 



16 



115 



115 



196 



None 



July 19, 1838 
Lat.4«15'N. 
IiMig.7*'3(KK 

Accra Roads, 



Bonny 



Havana 



St. Jago de 
Cuba. 



St. Paul's de 

oand 

and 



64, 

from 

Havana 



80 



253 



Oct. 31 
Lat. 4" 16' N 
Long. 3^ 44' £. 



Lagos* 



Havana 



Detained by ^ Fair Rosamond/* 



Detained by ** Fair Rosamond.^ 

She produced a Cape Verd Isiand 
paper, dated lOtk December, 1837, 
stating her to be Jmerieon btmH, 
in which the name of the Gsp- 
tain differs from that on the mm- 
ter-roU : found Spanish Cnskooi- 
house clearances, to which. are 
affixed the name of Mr. Kst, aa 
American Consul, there bein|( aa 
Portuguese at the Havana. AU 
eleven passengers had Spanisii 
passports, and evidently held the 
highest offices on board. One 
stated himself to be the owner of 
both vessel and eargro ; ibund in 
his desk certificate of his birth at 
A Spaniard, and several j^rinlcd 
forms signed by Mr. Tnst, left 
blank for them to fill up at pleik- 
wn. Found a Spanish log in Um 
main hold, and a Spamth emaigm 
secreted. She had four men nei- 
tber accounted for by muster-foU 
or passports — making a total of 
thixty-mne. Her cargo is rich* 
consistiug of powder, spirits, sUks, 
Manchester gOfxLf, and tobacco: 
has slave-irons, plank fiir deck, 
large coppers and leagers. 

Detained by « Pelican." 

Six slaves had died, the remainder 
were healthy ; the vessd in good 
order^ her sails new. 



Melville^ Ascension^ \st January, 1839. 
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No. 26. 
J^i^aunt Paltnerstan to Mr. Fox. 
Sir, ForiAgn Office, \$t April, 1839. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you copies of papers which I have received from 
the Admiralty, shewing the mamier in which, the flag of the United States has, in 
various cases, been us^ to protect undertaking of slave traders ; and stating, that, 
in one case, that, namely, oi the American bng, •* Dido^ evidence upon oath can 
be procured to prove the facts. 

You vnll send to Mr. Forsyth copies of these papers, together with a note, in 
whidi you will state to Mr. Forsyth, that Her Majesty's Government feel confi-^ 
dent, that the Unit^ States Government will, upon the information here given, 
take proper steps for preventing the flag of the Union from being used to defeat 
the declared purposes of tiie Federal Government. 



if. 5f. Koxy Esq. 
8fc. 8fc. 8fc. 



I am, frc. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



Enclosure in No. 26. 

Mr, Wood to Mr. Slrangways. 

Sir, Admralty, 20th March, 1839. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to send 
you herewith copies of a letter dated the 2nd of January last, from Commodore 
Sulivan, senior officer of Her Majesty's ships and vessels, on the eastern coast of 
South America, and of its inclosures, from Lieutenant Birch, in command of Her 
Majesty's brig '* Wizard,'* relative to the abuse of the American flag, for the pur- 
pose of carrying on the slave traffic, and to the state of that trade, at the ports to 
tfcie northward of Rio de Janeiro ; and I am to request tljat you will lay the same 
before Viscouiit PahnerstCMi, for his Lordship's information. 

I am, &c, 
(Signed) JOHN BARROW. 

The Hencmrable ff^.F. Strangwaye, 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfe. 



Sub-Enclosure A. in No. 26. 
Commodore St$Kvan to Mr. JVoed, 
Sir, ifjf .5. " Stag," Rio de Janeiro, 2nd January, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, enclosed, the copies of a letter and repre- 
sentations I have received from Lieutenant J. T. Birch, isspecting the Slave Trade 
at the northern ports. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) T. B. SULIVAN, Commodore. 

To C. fTood, Esq., 
S[c. 8fc. S[c. 



Sub-Enclosure B. in No. 26. 
Lieutenant Birch to Commodore SuUvtm. 

Sib, H.M. Brig " fFimrd;' off Bahia, Idth December; 1838. 

In compliance with your desire, that my observations op the abuse of the 
American flag, for the purpose of carrying on the Slave Traffic, should be commu- 
nicated officially : 
I have the honour to enclose the accompanying representations, in the form of 

E 2 
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letters, that may be used either individually or collectively, as you may deem expe- 
dient. 

(S^ned) THOMAS F. BIRCH, 

To Commodore T. B. Sulivariy U.B., Lieutenant Ckmman^ng. 

Rio de Janeiro. 



Sub-Enclosure C in No. 26. 
Lieutenant Birch to Commodore Svltvan. 

Sir, HM. Brig " Wizard," of Bahia, \2th November, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to report, that we boarded, on the 16th September, off 
Point St. Antonio, (Bahia,) the *' Eagle,'* of Baltimore, a two-topsail schooner, of 
210 tons, under American colours, John Littig, Master, with crew and passengers, 
in all 21 men, from St. Thomas, on the Line, in ballast. Her American papers 
were produced, and I did not conceive myself warranted in searching her. It was 
reported in Bahia that she had landed slaves to the northward ; and ner appearance 
on boarding warranted the suspicion. 

The Brazilian authorities appear to have been satisfied, as, on the 19th October, 
she sailed with a general cargo for the Coast of Africa. 

I have, fee. 
(Signed) THOMAS F. BIRCH, 

To Commodore T. B. Sulivan, C.B., Lieutenant Commanding. 

Rio de Janeiro. 



Sub-Enclosure D in No. 26. 
Commander Birch, to Commodore SuHvan. 

Sir, Her Majesty's brig, ''Wizard;' off Bahia, 12th November, 1838. 

I BEG to submit to your notice, the following statements relative to the ex- 
tensive share the American Hag has, in forwarding and covering the traffic on slaves, 
carried on by parties in the port of Bahia. 

The American brig " Dido/* of Baltimore, her Master ■ Phillips, and 

Manuel, supercargo, when under American colours, and vice versd when 

under the Portuguese colours ; left the Havana about March, 1837, with a general 
slave cargo, consisting of arms, ammunition, spirits, tobacco, fee. fee, touched at 
Port au Prince, St. Domingo, also at Bonavista, Cape Verde Islands, where it is 
probable she got Portuguese papers, after the usual sham sale was effected ; from 
thence she proceeded to Oney, River Lagos, in the Bight of Benin, and after leaving 
there, disposed of her cargo, visited Whydah, where she provisioned; returning to 

Lagos, she finally sailed with 575 slaves on board, her crew consisting of , 

Philips, Master, Manuel, Supercargo, second Mate a relation of Philips, an 
American Mulatto, a Sicilian (since murdered at Bahia,) a Norwegian, two Portu- 
guese, and an Englishman, James Fox. After three weeks' passage, she made the 
sand hills, to windward of Bahia, on reconnoitring the port, Her Majesty's sloop 
*^ Sparrowhawk," was observed at anchor ; upon which they hauled off, hoisting, 
however, their distinguishing flag forward, and American colours abaft, which was 
acknowledged from the village outside the bar ; that same evening 370 slaves, 
(five having died on the passage,) were landed close to the point Itapacau, at the 
village. During the night, " Dido " was cleaned out, and made her appearance in 
Bahia, next day under American colours. 

The above confirms what I had before learnt from report at Bahia. 

James Fox, now serving in the " Wizard," states, that he would have no objec- 
tion to make oath to the truth of the above statement, provided security was war- 
ranted against his being tried for a misdemeanour, or otherwise punished for his 
share in the transaction. 

James Fox received 75 dollars a month as wages, and 100 dollars bounty, when 
slaves were landed. 

The " Dido " was under Portuguese colours at Lagos. 

The " DidQ " left Bahia again on the 27th July, with a general cargo for the 
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coast, and was expected by the ^* Mary Lushing'^ of Baltimore, as having been 
left by her in September, in Lagos River in the Bight of Benin. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS F. BIRCH, Lieutenant Commanding. 

Commodore SuUvan, C.B.^ 

8fc. 8fc. Sfc. , 



Sub-Enclosure E in No. 26. 

Lieutenant Birch to Commodore Sulivan. 

Sir, Her Majesty s brig " Wizard,'' ojf Bahia, 

December 20th, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Her Majesty's brig boarded on the 10th 
November, offBahia, \h& '* Mary Lushing'' of Baltimore, schooner of 140 tons,, 
under American colours, Reynolds, Master, with a crew of 10 men, all either 
Portuguese or Spanish, from Lagos and Princes Island, in ballast, bound to 
Bahia. ' 

Her Master volunteered leave to"* inspect between decks. Four leaguers'! and 
about 20 water-casks were observed in her hold, and also a quantity of loose 
plank, her range coppers were much larger than those generally used in mer- 
chant vessels. 

In Bahia it was well known she had been sold to parties at the Havana, for 
the purpose of slaving ; that the former American Master remained on board, 
with the register, that she might still bear the flag of the United States. 

From the Havana she went to Oney, river Lagos, for the purpose of taking 
in slaves, but being closely watched by one of Her Majesty's cruizers, she, after a 
stay of some weeks, sailed, and finally came to Bahia in ballast. She is expected 
shortly to sail for the coast with a general cargo ^d the first good opportimity 
that offers, will ship slaves, when the American Master will leave with his re- 
gister, and her first mate take charge with the sale policy effected in the Havana. 

The Master observed to the boarding ofiicer, upon some allusion being made to 
the American colours he had flying, that had he negroes on board, we should not 
see those colours up. 

(Signed) THOS. F. BIRCH. 

Lieutenant and Commander. 

To Commodore T. B. Sulivan, C.B. 
Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 



No. 27. 
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. FoiV. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April I6th, 1839, 

I HEREWITH transmit to you a copy of a communication which I have re- 
ceived from Her Majesty's Commissioners at the Havana, containing copies of 
correspondence between those gentlemen and Mr. Trist, the United States' Con- 
sul at that place. 

I transnrit likewise to you, a copy of the answer which I have returned to Her 
Majesty's Commissioners. I have to desire, that you will communicate these 

Sapers to Mr. Forsyth, and that you will suggest ibr the consideration of that 
linister, whether some inconvenience may not arise from the circumstance that 
the United States' Consul, in a port which is a great slave mart, is also Consul for 
the Power, whose flag is most notoriously and extensively employed to protect 
Slave Trade undertakings. I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

H. S. Fox, Esq. 
Sfc. 8fc. 8fc. 
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Vmt ISMiomue w No. W. 

Havana Commissioners, January 19th, 1839. 

(Sm ClaM A^ No. 48, p. 108.) 



Second Enclosure in No. 27. 

Viscount Palmerston to Havana Cormnissioners^ April \^th, 1839. 
(See Class A., No. 48, p. 120) 



No. 28. 

Viscamd PaJmerstwfk to Jlr. Fox. 

Sib, Foreign Office, May 16, 1839. 

I HERB WITH transmit* to you copies and extracts of papers which have 
recently reached this oiSEice, showing that the Slave Trade is carried on to a great 
extent under the protection of the American flag, fraudulently employed for this 
purpose; and by means of American papers, covering transactions of foreigners in 
that proscribed traffic. 

You will call the attention of the Government of the United States to the con- 
duet, said to have been pursued by the American Vice Consul at the Havana, in 
affording protection to Slave Trade, by means of the papers which he granted to 
the " Eagle ;" you will express the confidence of Her Majesty's Govemmenti 
that the President will take such steps as may be necessary to prev^it such abuses 
in future ; and you will address a formal note to Mr. Forsyth, expressing ihe 
anxious wish of Her Majesty's Government, that the Government of the United 
States would either come to some conventional agreement with Great Britain 
upon the subject of the Slave TTrade, so as to enable British cruizers to deal witL 
these pretended American vessels ; or else, that it would send to the African 
station a sufficient number of United States' cruizers to prevent this fraudulent 
use of the flag of the Union to cover and protect practices, which the laws of the 
Union have long since decreed to be piracy. 

I am, &c. 
H. 8. Fox, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

8fc. 8fc. ^c. 



Fhrst Enclosure in No. 28. 

Sir John Barrow to Mr. Strangways. 
Sir, Admiralty, May 6th, 1839. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send 
you herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, a copy of a letter from 
Commander Reeve of Her Majesty's sloop " Lily," relative to the capture of a 
vessel under American colours, lying at Lagos, called the " Eagle." 

J am, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN BARROW- 

TTie Hon. Fox Strangways. 
8fc. 8fc. |c. 



Sub-Enclosure in No. 28. 

Lieutenant Reeve to Mr. fVood. 

Sir. Her Majesty's sloop ** iiVy," Gambia, April 2nd, 1839. 

Having captured a vessel imder " American" colours, lying at Iiagos, called 
the " Eagle,'* the entire crew of which were Spaniards, with the exception of a 
man calling himself both master and owner, I sent her to Sierra Leone for adju- 
cation, but the Mixed-Comnussion Court have refused to decide, on the ground 
that][the ship's papers produced set forth that she is an American vessel. When 
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MBtored Ae wu last firom Haraimali, aoid aiutwefed the deecnption, eent by the 
jMmiralty to the Commander-in-Chief, of a vesad employed in tl» Slave IVade, 
caUed the " TresAmig^,** under Portnguese cdours, about to sail from Maran- 
ham. She was sold at the Havannah, Md the Ameriean Vice-Consul attested the 
male, and granted Ameriean papers. Three other yeasels had been captured, under 
like drcumstaacee, by the "Brisk," " Saracen," and '* Forrester," and the Court 
bM acted in like manner, one of which was afterwards ti^en with slaves on board ; 
«liA then hoisted Portuguese colours. 

I have to request you will be ]^eased to acquaint my Lords Comnussioners of 
^ Admiralty with the circumstance, that immediate steps may be taken to check 
the j»otection of that flag to die slaver; or it wUl be useless for Her Majes^'s 
cruizers to be employed for the suppresson of that inhuman traffic. 

A day before I left Sierra Leone, a vessel arrived under American colours, cap- 
tured by the " Termagant," she will of course be released. No other flag will he 
■een on the coast in a short time, for it affords all •the protection a slaver can 
require, under the existing laws. » 

>*. T Tin VA SlC* 

(Signed) JOHN REEVE, Commander. 

To Charles Wood, Esq., 

tfc. Sfc. ^., 

jidmiralty. 



. Second Enclosure in No. 28. 

Sir John Barrow to Mr. Sirangways. 
Sir, Admiralty j May 6«A, 1839. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send to 

C herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, a copy of a letter from 
r- Admiral the Hon. George Elliot, dated the 6th of February last, with its 
enclosures, relative 'to the protection which slave- vessels receive from assuming the 
Portuguese and American flags ; and I am to request that the enclosures^ which ace 
in the original, may be returned to this office when done with, 
i I am, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN BARROW. 

The Hon. W. Fox Strangwaysy 
8fc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Sub-Enclosure A. 

Rear Admiral EUiot to Mr. Wood. 

Sm, '' Melville;' at Sea, February Qti, 1839. 

I BEG l^ve to inclose, for the information of my liords, an extract of a let- 
ter from Captain Popham, of Her Majesty's sloop, ** Pelican," imder date the 24th 
of Decembcarlast, and three letters from Lieutoiant Arthur Kellett, conunandioe 
the '* Brisk," by which their Lordships will see the protection which slave vessels 
receive from assuming the Portuguese and American flags. 

The seaman on board the '' Mary Ann Cassard," alluded to in Lieutenant Kel- 
lett's letter of the 20th of October, 1338, who passed for the American captain was, 
I believe, an American by birth, though wishing to be received on board the 
'' L]^nx,*' he had passed himself as an Englishman in that vessel ; the man was un- 
able to navigate any vessel, and was merely engaged to pass as the American 
captain, when boarded by a British man-of-war ; fi£e had her Portuguese papers and 
colours on board all the time, as was proved when she was captured a month after- 
wards by the same vessel, " JBrisk," which she mistook for a French brig cruizing 
on the same part of the coast, and consequently assumed the Portuguese character, 
having her slaves then on board. 

Several of the slave dealers have declared their intention to have an American 
sailing master in each vessel and American colours, and some have had the impu- 
dence to assert, that the Government of the United States would not discountenance 
such practices by any {ict or agreement, which could prevent such gross abuse of 
the i^erican flag, and such direct violation of their own laws. 

Her Majesty's sloop, " Lily/' has sent in a Spanish vessel unde American 
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colours, he^ whole crew Spanish^ but with a pretended American captain on board. 
I was also informed by the American bark, " Active" (and where they seemed 
delighted at the occurrence), that the "Saracen" had detained a Spanish slave- 
vessel at the Gallenas, under American colours. 

The probable object of using the American flag will be to protect the vessels up 
to the time of the cargo being ready for^shipment, then to go through the farce of 
selling the vessel to a rortuguese or Spaniard. But in case of the capture of vessels 
%vith slaves on boards ^der the American flagy I should beg to know what is to 
be done with the man passing for the American captain. 

The actual sale of nearly^all the slave-vessels in question takes place at the Ha- 
vana/ where one man is engaged to personify an Ainerican captain, but they seem 
very indifferent as to having any pretended American papers. The mere flag, in 
their opinion, is sufficient, and as they are all provided also with the proper national 
flag, they are prepared in case of meeting an American vessel-of-war. 

I must crave thiefr Lorddiips' eai^y instructions on this growing evil and abuse, 
which I feel convinced is much too disgraceful to meet with any counftnai|^, direct 
or indirect,* from the Government of the United States. 

^ '^ I hftve, &c. •* 

(Signed) GEg^ ELLIOT, 
Charles Tf^ood, Esq,, * Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief . 

Sfc, 8fc. Sfc. 



Sub-Enclosure B. 

Lieutenant Kellett to Rear-Admiral Elliot. 

Her Majesty's Brig *^ Brisk,' at Sierra LeonSi 
Sir, October 29<A, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, on the 27th instant, in lat. 8" 33f 
North, and long. 13° 30' West, I boarded and seized the schooner " Mary Ann 
Cassard" under American cqjours. I have to state, this vessel was lately sold by 
Gilbert Cassard of Baltimore, by power of attorney, to Messrs. Hernandez and 
Basden of Matanzas and received her car^o there ; when sold, the register of the 
vessel was cancelled ; she had no American papers but the roll, which was signed 
by the United States Consul at Matanzas. The crew are composed of one British 
subject, the Master (who was formerly in Her Majesty's bihigantine .the " Lynx," 
on tnis coast, and was paid off in her)i; the remainder are all Spaniards. This 
vessel I have put into the Spanish Mixed Commission Court for adjudication, 
being clearly of opinion that she is Spanish property#fitted and equipped for the 
Slave Trade. 

I have little doubt that, when at Bonavista, on lier voyage to the coast, she 
received Portuguese papers ; she has also a Portuguese flag. 1 propose, when the 
examinations of the Master are taken, to lodge information against, and commit 
him for trial as a British subject engaged in the Slave Trade. I have on board 
the " Brisk '* an armourer's mate who formerly served in the " Lynx," and was 
the messmate of the individual. from fifteen to eighteen months. 

I think. Sir, the case of this vessel will have this good result, that it will prove 
to the individuals carrying on'the nefarious slave traffic, that fraud and deception 
wilk not always be successfiil. I propose proceeding to-day to the rivers to the 
northward, having received information that there are slave-vessels there. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR KELUSTT, l^ieut. Commander. I 

Rear-Admiral the Hon. George Elliot, C.B., 

Commander-in-Chief. ^ * 



Sub-Efjiplosure C. 

Lieutenant Kellett to Rear-AtlfHiral Elliot. • 

« Her Majesty's brig " Brisk," at Sea, 

Sib, • 23rl October, 1838. 

I I HAVE the honour to csU your attention to the case of the brig ^ DUi'- 
gentef'* condemned inlKie Spanish Mixed Commission Court, to Her Majesty's brig 

* ' " -: » 
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" BriaH/' under jny commmid. This vessel was coudenmed ,at Sierra Leone, in 
December, 1836, as the " jPacquete de Cabo Verde,'* :Sold to a Mr. IjaUe, itnd 
iiransferred Uy .bill of sale, of the 3nd of January, !l837, to Miguel Bertinotte (a 
Sipaniah dave-dealerat the Gallinas), tfor XOOOl This natorious chapcter arrived 
at Sierra I^eone ior ithe .above purpose, and cleared out, under Spanish colours, for 
.the JB[a«ana, . in April, JLBST. She .then yisited several ports in old Spain, ^md 
ultinmtely .arrived at Cadiz oj^the 30th of September, 1837. it would appear, 
from ajfictitious bill of. sale^ dated 2nd of January, 1837, at Cadiz, that , the vessel 
was sold as the "JFer^z J^fricano,'' to Gabriel X^opez, attorney to Francisco Cardozo 
de Mellp, of Cie^pe Verde Islands, who is^the nominal owner of all Spanish vessels 
whiiftb, since the Treaty with' Spain in 1835, have been transferred to the Portu- 
guese flag. 

;It will appear, this ve$sel, after a sham bill of sale, received a, passport from the 
Portuguese Consul-General at Cadiz, dated 5th January, 1837, and her name 
chaAged to the " Diligente," at .the very time the vessel and owner were at 
Sierra Xeone, and then only two. days in his possession. Jt has appeared that the 
master andrinate are on tlie roll dated 5th January, .1837, and the master's name 
in .the ,pas8|^rt of the same day.: though, in evidence given before the Court. of 
Mixed iCommission, they swear they never saw the vessel until, June, 1838. 

I, beg leave to,call your attention to the conduct of the Consul-General of Her 
faithful Majesty,, aiding and assisting in carrying on the Slave Trade, contraiy to 
.the solemn Treaty centered Jnto by. his Government. This most glaring case of 
fraud could not have been completed without the assistance or connivance qf the 
authorities of Her Most Catholic Majesty at the port of Cadiz. 

I beg leave also to call your attention to the case of the American schooner 
'^ Mart/ Hooper/' Charles M. Bergstrand, master and owner, belonging to Phila- 
delphia; she sailed from Havana the 28th May, 1838, for Port Praya, and con- 
signed to a .notorious slave^dealer at the Gallinas ; this vessel, when last boaitied 
by the ".Brisk," was lying off Trade Town, ready to take on board a cargo of 
slaves : this, I believe, Js not the first instance in which the American, flag has oeen 
.made use of, for the purpose of screening offenders from Her Majesty's ships. If 
ithis case is successful, I fear the difficulties of Her Majesty's squadron, in sup- 
pressing the Slave Trade on this coast, will be multiplied; as I feel confident we 
.^aU, in the succeeding season, have numerous vessels carrying on this abominable 
ix»(S^c in a ^umilar nianner, when it can be done with such impunity. I am satis- 
fied she has also Portuguese papers, which the master partly admitted (when I first 
.boarded. her) he had received at Port Praya: did she, on her arrival in the West 
.ladies, meet a United States vessel-of-war, she has .Portuguese, papers, and Ame- 
/riean for Her Majesty's ^bipa; which will. in all probabili^ be. the means of her 
.being successfiil. TheiCoosul of ti^ United States at, the Havana has assiited jn 
clearing this vessel out. 

I.have,.&c. 
(Signed) A. KELIiETT, 

Jdieutenant und Commander. 
ToiUjaoPTAdmiffal theMon. Geo. .Elliot ^ CJS. 



Snb-Enclosuije D. 

Extract of a letter from Captain Brunswick Popham, Her Majesty's iloop, 
" Pelican;' at Sea, December 24th, 1838. 

The active and undisguised ^assifitaiKce f given to the Slave Trade by citi- 
zens of the United States of America is as notorious as Jt is disgraceful. The 
American flag has in several instances given protection to Spanish and Portu- 
guese traffickers in human beings. The last ^instance was too shameful to pass un- 
noticed. A ship, called the " Venus J' of 450 tons, built at Baltimore, on the mast 
improved .model for swift sailing, arrived at Lagos from Boston, on or about the 
.5thiof .November lafit; about: the 24th of the s^ne month she mailed from Lagos, 
^th a very laicge cai^o of slaves, said to amount to 1150.; the American flag and 
ipapers (in .possession of the commander, Mr. PJiilips, of .Baltimore) protected her 
until a. few days before she sailed; when he left, and the Portuguese flag wassubsti- 
^tutedfbr the American. It is, therefore, evident that, under the American flag, she 
was perfectly ready for the reception of slaves* ^ 

Class D. — Further Series. E 
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1 

On the 38th of November, about 100 miles south of Lagos, the " Pelican" 
chased this ship, and at first gained on her, but she was lightened by throwing her 
deck cargo and spars overboard ; then sailed away from us with ease, although every 
eflFort was made to come up with her. On the 30th, somewhat S.E. of where our 
chase commenced, we picked up two spare topmasts, a topsail yard, and main top- 
gallant mast of very large dimensions, quite new, and evidently but a day or two in 
the water ; this confirmed what I heard in Lagos respecting the " Venus." We 
boarded there a large American brigantine, discharging a cargo for the purchase 
of slaves. Mr. Litting, the (soi-disant) owner and commander, said the cargo was 
Portuguese property, and that he hoped the brigantine soon would be. This 
is the third vessel brought out (the first and second sold for the Slave Trade) by 
the same indiviihial. 

Lieutenant Holland, of the " Dolphin," could give you the fullest information 
respecting the " Venus^ as he often boarded her at Lagos. 

The " Pelican" sailed from West Bay, Prince's Island, on Saturday the 15th of 
December, for Ascension. On Monday, the 17th, at daybreak, a suspicious sail 
was reported as being very close to us. She immediately tacked, we made all sail 
in chase, and at 7. a.m. detained the Portuguese slave-schooner, " Magdelena^'* with 
a cargo of 3^0 slaves, from the River Brass or Nun. Among her passengeft was a 
citizen of the United States (Mr. Huntington), who had on the 1st of Decem- 
ber made over to a Spaniard, the schooner, " Ontario^'* of Baltimore. Her sale was 
no doubt effected at Havana, although the bill of sale menticmed it to have taken 
place in Brass. 

In this instance the American flag gave unqualified protection to the Slave 
Trade, for the " Ontario' was boarded by the boats of Her Majesty'^ ship, " Viper," 
in November, and she was then reported as preparing for the reception of slaves, but 
having American papers and colours. 

After a little conversation with the Portuguese commander of the ^' Magdelena'^ 
he informed me that the " Ontario' was in company on Sunday afternoon. This 
information was taken immediate advantage of, and sailing on a N.W. by W. ^ W. 
course, Tuesday, at daybreak (aft«r a fine run), a sail was seen to the West: the 
morning was thick and rainy, but at 10. a.m. the weather cleared up, and I despatched 
Lieutenant Mai-sh with two gigs to capture the " Ontario :" this he did at 11. 30. 
A.M., with 220 slaves on board. She was under Spanish colours, but had no 
papers whatever. " Ontario,'' of Baltimore, was painted in large letters on her 
stern. 

" Both these vessels I sent to Sierra Leone for adjudication, informing the British 
Commissioners of my intention to detain the American Huntington, until 1 received 
your orders respecting the disposal of him. However, on a carefiil perusal of the 
instructions in my possession, and of correspondence between Great Britain and the 
United States of America on the subject of the Slave Trade, I was induced to alter 
my intention, feeling that I should not be borne out, in interfering with a citizen of 
the United States, which it appeared to me, the American Government evinced 
no disposition to tolerate, even in very extreme cases. #. 

It has been mentioned by Spaniards and Portuguese slaving on this coast, that, 
were it not for the active co-operation of the Americans, the Slave Trade would very 
materially decline, in fact be but feebly carried on. I do not doubt, from all I hear, 
that the citizens of the United States (generally of Baltimore) are more deeply in- 
terested in the Slave Trade to the Havana and Brazil, than is generally sup- 
posed. 

Sub-Enclosure E, 

Lieut. Kellett to Rear-admiral Elliot. 

Her Majesty's Brig " Brisky' Sierra Leone, 
Sir, November 27th, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that in latitude 7" 6' north, and longi<« 
tude 13** 2' west, I seized the brig " Veterano " under Portuguese colours, formerly 
the brig " Veloz^ condemned at Sierra Leone, and sold to the House of Martinez 
and Co.^ at Cadiz, by Mr. White ; and, like all Spanish vessels, with a mock bill 
of sale, to De Mello of Cape Verde Islands ; her ps^rs (like the ^* Dili^ente,'* 
reported by me some time ago) given by the Portuguese Consul at Camz, and 
cleared for the Havana, whens she has received a full cargo for slave traffic, with 
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the equipments, and a large quantity of casks, planks, and shackles for a slaving 
voyage. As in the case of the " hiU^ente,** the authorities of Her Catholic 
Majesty must have assisted in this second case of fraud at the Port of Cadiz ; the 
description sent out by order of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, assisted 
i& accomplishing this object. I have much pleasure in informing you, that seven 
vessels have been condemned in the Spanish Mixed Commission Court to Her 
Majesty's brig under my command. I have much regret in informing you, that 
since my visit to the Rivers Nunez and Pongo, several of the crew of Her Majesty's 
brig under my command, have been attacked vnth fever peculiar to those rivers, two 
of whom have died, and five remain at the hospital. I purpose sailing to-morrow, 
and, should any fresh case arise, I intend proceeding to th^ northward, and getting 
into cold weather between the Gambia and Cape Verde Islands, as soon as possible. 

I hav e, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR KELLETT, Lieut, and Commander. 

Rear-Admiral the Hon. George Elliot^ C.B. 

Sfc. 8fc. Sfc. 



Third Enclosure. 
Extract of a Letter from Rear^Admiral Elliot to Mr. TVood. 

" Melville " at Sea, February 13th, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the infonnation of my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, copy of a letter from Lieutenant J. L. R. Holl, commanding 
Her Majesty's brigantine " Bonetta," by which, and my former letters, it will be 
observed, that the use of the American flag is becoming rapidly more general in 
the protection of Spanish slave vessels. 

Of American flags used for this purpose there are more than twice as many at 

E resent on the coast ; and in so barefaced a manner do they proceed, that some 
ave not even one American to personify the captain, but satisfy themselves with 
furnishing one of the crew with a certificate of naturalization for the occasion. If 
Her M^esty's ships were at liberty to send some of these pretended Americans 
to the United States, and the Government of that country were to uphold the 
honour of their flag, by subjecting such lawless felons to prosecution and punishment, 
it would 8#on put an end to the nefarious usurpations of their flag by the most 
notorious slave-dealers belonging to Spain and Portugal. 



Sub-Enclosure. 

Eijctract of a Letter from Lieutenant Holl to Admiral Elliott. 

Her Majesty's brig *^ Bonetta " Prince Island, 
February llth, 1839. 

On my passage to Accra with the prize crews of Her Majesty's sloop 
" Pelican " I boarded, on the 23rd of January, a very fast new American Ballahor 
schooner, in ballast, evidently intended for the Slave Trade ; all the crew Spanish, 
and her master, I believe, a Frenchman, but declaring himself a naturalized 
American : papers correct. 



London: Frmted by William Clowis and Sons, Stamford Street, 
For Her Majesty's Stationery Office, 
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